Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


^oo-X.    '^-  ^^^ 


THK 


UNITED  STATES 


OK 


NORTH    AMERICA 


AS   THEY  ARE; 


NOT  AS  THEY  ARE  GENERALLY  DESCRIBED: 


BEING  A  CURE  FOR  RADICALISM. 


"  While  they  promise  them  liberty,  they  themselves  are  the  servants  of 
corruption."— Slid  Bfift.  ofFeter,  ii.»  ter.  19. 


BY 


THOMAS     BROTHERS. 

RXSIDKHT  IN  THX  VNITSD  STATES  VirTEKN   TKARl. 


LONDON: 

PUBLISHED  BY  LONGMAN,  ORME,  BROWN,  GREEN,  A  LONGMANS, 

PATKRNOSTER.ROW. 

1840. 


1^3  j: 


LONDON : 
Printed  by  Wilmam  Clowxb  and  Sons, 
Stamford  Street. 


PREFATORY  REMARKS 

BY 

THE  EDITOR. 


The  main  object  of  Mr.  Brothers's  Work  is,  to  prove  to  the 
people  of  England,  from  the  example  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  that  the  farther  they  verge  into  democratic 
principles  of  government,  or,  in  other  words,  the  more  they  depart 
from  the  principles  of  the  old  English  Constitution,  the  miseries 
of  the  masses  will  increase,  and  thereby  true  liberty  will  be 
finally  destroyed  by  the  overwhelming  influence  of  a  mobocracy, 
directed  by  a  few  unprincipled  and  lawless  men. 

From  untoward  circumstances,  the  publication  of  Mr.  Brothers's 
Work  has  been  delayed  for  some  qionths ;  but  the  dates  of  the 
letters  will  clearly  show  that  he  foretold  all  the  difficulties  which 
are  now  afflicting  that  truly  unhappy  country.  It  is  held,  by  all 
modern  democratic  writers,  that  ^here  universal  suffrage  and 
election  by  ballot  are  established,  there  good  government  must 
exist  as  a  matter  of  course ;  but  Mr.  Brothers  ^shows,  from  docu- 
ments, public  and  official,  that,  though  they  have  this  principle  in 
full  exercise  in  the  United  States,  so  far  as  it  is  capable  of  being 
acted  upon,  yet  the  result  is  just  the  opposite  of  that  so  confidently 
foretold. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  Author  for  his  indefatigability  in 
collecting  facts  with  regard  to  the  government  of  the  United  State?, 
and  the  internal  government  of  the  different  States,  which,  ex- 
cepting on  the  question  of  peace  or  war,  &c.,  are  as  independent 
of  each  other  as  England  and  France. 

Mr.  Brothers  shows  that  he  is  a  man  of  strong  common  sense— 
of  honest  intentions^-of  great  observation,  and,  as  a  politician. 
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anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  masses^  upon  whose  well-being 
rests  the  permanent  greatness  and  prosperity  of  all  classes  in  all 
nations. 

He  is  no  hired  book-maker :  he  did  not  go  to  the  United  States 
to  write  a  work,  and,  when  he  got  there,  to  run  through  the 
country  at  a  railroad  rate,  noting  down  some  supposed  peculiari- 
ties of  dialect  and  manners,  all  of  which,  or  nearly  all  of  which, 
exist  in  one  or  other  of  the  counties  of  Great  Britain;  and,  on  his 
return  home,  lay  his  book  before  the  public,  at  the  same  time 
proving  to  the  well-informed  that  he  was  as  ignorant  of  the  true 
state  of  that  nation  as  when  he  first  embarked  upon  his  "  travels." 

Mr.  Brothers  was  long  resident  in  the  United  States,  and  for 
some  years  was  an  active  politician — not  for  place  or  distinction, 
for  he  did  not  seek  either ;  but  because  he  thought  that  their  sys- 
tem of  government,  notwithstanding  the  palpable  defects  which, 
in  carrying  it  out,  frequently  exhibited  themselves,  was  the  only 
one  upon  which  the  general  liberty  and  well-being  of  the  people 
of  all  nations  could  be  secured.  He,  however,  found  out  his  mis- 
take, as,  by  the  way,  almost  every  other  well-informed  Englishman 
who  has  settled  in  that  country  has  done ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  good 
government  in  general,  he  has  laid  the  result  of  his  experience 
before  the  world. 

Mr.  Brothers  s  book  is,  emphatically  speaking,  a  book  of  facts.  It 
was  not  his  object  Jto  present  himself  before  the  world  in  the  regu- 
lar, conventional  style  of  modern  writers ;  and  hence  the  absence 
in  his  work  of  that  formality  of  arrangement,  &c.,  which  constitutes 
the  only  merit,  if  merit  it  can  be  called,  of  too  many  authors.. 

If  there  ever  were  a  country  in  which,  from  its  great  natural 
resources,  the  fertility  and  almost  immeasurable  extent  of  its 
lands,  poverty  ought  to  be  unknown  to  the  labouring  popula- 
tion, that  country  is  the  United  States  of  North  America.  Yet, 
in  this,  very  country,  the  poverty  and  misery  of  these  classes — 
as  the  author  has  shown  from  indisputable  authorities — are  as 
great  as,  indeed,  greater  than  in  the  densely-populated  European 
nations.    If,  indeed,  he  had  not  shown  this — if  he  had  only  proved 


PREFACE.  V 

that  the  republics  of  North  America,  commonly  called  the 
United  States,  were  not  better  governed  than  the  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  he  would  have  proved  sufficient  for  his  purpose, 
namely,  the  folly  of  the  working  classes  of  this  country  in 
seeking  to  better  their  condition  by  organic  changes  in  the 
government,  and  by  assimilating  it  to  that  of  our  descendants 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Nor  is  this  folly  confined 
alone  to  the  working  classes  :  it  might  be  easily  proved,  if  it 
were  necessary,  that  wealthy  Whigs,  ay,  and  even  wealthy 
Tories  too,  encourage,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  people  of 
this  country  to  approve  of  and  to  admire  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America — a  government,  if  government 
it  can  be  called,  the  principles  of  which,  if  brought  into  action  in 
this  country,  would,  in  a  very  few  years,  deprive  them  of  all  their 
hereditary  distinctions,  and  render  their  estates  the  common  prey 
of  relentless  usurers,  unprincipled  speculators,  and  demagogue 
politicians. 

We  will  not,  however,  in  this  Preface,  anticipate  the  contents  of 
the  work  itself ;  a  work  which,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
contains  more  facts — indisputable  facts — exhibitory  of  the  fallacy 
of  what  is  called  ''  self-government "  than  has  ever  been  published. 

Before  concluding  these  prefatory  remarks,  we  ought,  perhaps, 

to  apologize  for  a  few  errors  which  have  crept  into  a  part  of  the 

work,  in  consequence    of  the  illness  of  the   editor,   aiud  of  the 

author's  unavoidable  absence.     They  are  not,  however,  of  much 

> 

importance,  with  the  exception  of  one  relative  to  banking  profits, 
which  will  be  found  corrected  in  the  errata. 


N.B.  Copies  of  the  work  referred  to  in  the  Author's  letter  "  On 
the  Cruelty  of  the  Discipline  of  the  State  Prisons  of  Pennsyl- 
vania "  are  deposited  in  the  British  Museum,  and  in  the  principal 
libraries  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Birmingham,  Manchester,  and 
Liverpool. 

Jan.^  1840. 
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INTRODUCTORY  LETTER, 


ON  THE 


GENERAL    STATE  OP  THE    UNION. 


TO  WILLIAM  GRGATHEED  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Southamy  Warwickshire^  July  Sih,  1839. 
Mt  dear  SiRy 

I  trust  the  subject,  on  which  I  am  about  to  address  you,  will  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  claim  your  attention,  and  induce  you  to  render 
me  your  assistance  in  superintending  my  work  through  the  press.  It  is 
no  other  than  that  of  laying  before  you  the  result  of  my  long  and  search- 
ing inquiries  after  the  Goddess  with  which,  in  our  young  days,  you  and  I 
were  enamoured.  I  well  recollect  the  first  time  of  our  meeting ;  we  were 
then  just  grown  up — ^both  of  us  villagers — ^both  from  the  county  of  War- 
wick. The  similarity  of  our  political  opinions  caused  us  at  once  to  become 
warmly  attached  to  each  other,  and  we  soon  made  up  our  minds  to  go  to 
the  land  of  promise.  We,  however,  were  windbound  at  Liverpool  for  seve- 
ral weeks,  until  our  exchequer  became  nearly  exhausted ;  and  we,  for 
that  time,  postponed  our  trip  to  America,  and  separated,  never  to  meet 
again  for  a  great  number  of  years.  You  turned  to  scholastic  and  literary 
pursuits ;  I  became  a  manufacturer,  married,  and  settled  in  my  native 
county;  but  I  never  could  extinguish  my  desire  to  see  the  far-famed 
republic,  and  at  length  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  I  saw  many 
things  in  America  that  I  did  not  expect  to  see,  and  that  did  not  square 
with  the  ideas  I  had  formed  from  the  various  accounts  I  had  heard  and 
read.  However,  I  attended  to  my  business,  paid  but  little  attention  to 
politics,  and,  for  the  first  five  or  six  years  that  I  was  there,  had  no  great 
reason  to  complain :  after  this,  however,  a  system  of  corruption  in  the 
States'  governments,  as  well  as  in  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
began  to  develop  itself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  arouse  my  attention, 
though  previously  disposed  to  quietly  acquiesce  in  things  that  were  wrong, 
upon  the  ground  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  perfection  in  earthly  govern- 
ments.    I  therefore  pertinaciously  held  to  my  favourite  system.    I  could 
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not  be  persuaded  that,  however  wrong  things  might  go  for  a  iime^  that 
all  would  right  itself  in  a  country  where  '*  the  great  principles  of  self- 
government  were  recognised  and  acted  upon." 

But,  my  dear  Sir,  I  am  now,  most  reluctantly,  obliged  to  acknowledge 
the  fallacy  of  self-government,  believing  that  it  has  no  existence  in  the 
nature  of  things.  I  have  read  all  that  has  been  written  on  this  subject 
by  Paine,  Jefferson,  and  all  the  popular  writers  of  our  day ;  and,  as  far 
as  my  ability  extends,""  I  have  deeply  considered  their  doctrines.  In- 
deed, it  was  Paine  that  first  wrought  upon  my  3'outhful  understanding, 
and,  if  you  will  permit  me,  T  will  tell  you  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
done :  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  show  what  trifling  accidents  turn  us 
about,  and  lead  us  into  different  paths  to  those  we  first  pursued,  in  the 
commencement  of  our  passage  through  this  transitory  life. 

I  had  an  occasion,  when  not  more  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  to  go  to 
Birmingham,  and  was  requested  to  take  a  letter  to  a  gardener,  at  a  gen- 
tleman's seat  near  that  place,  I  found  him  in  a  house  situated  within  a 
large  garden,  enclosed  by  a  high  brick  wall,  forming  a  world  of  itself. 
It  was  early  in  the  spring,  so  that  I  did  not  see  his  paradise  to  the  best 
advantage ;  but  I  saw  the  trees  arranged ;  every  branch  spread,  adjusted, 
secured,  and  prepared  to  receive  the  mellowing  influence  of  the  ruling 
power  which  was  expected  to  finish  the  work,  and  cover  those  vails  with 
clusters  of  grapes,  peaches,  apricots,  plumbs,  and  fruit  of  every  kind, 
that  care  and  the  climate  could  bring  to  perfection.  Of  these  trees  he 
gave  me  a  full  description :  he  was  old  enough  to  be  my  grandfather, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  a  waste  of  time  to  talk  with  and  instruct  a  rustic 
boy.  The  green-bouses  were  full  of  everything  that  were  usually  found 
in  those  cbariping  places :  these,  together  with  the  sensible  conversation 
of  the  gardener,  afforded  pleasures  that  were  entirely  new  to  me.  When 
the  time  came  for  my  departure  he  accompanied  me  a  mile  or  two,  and, 
as  we  walked  along,  he  freely  gave  me  his  excellent  advice  on  many  sub* 
jeots;  he  warned  me  to  shun  the  dangerous  practice  that  v^s  then 
getting  so  common,  of  drinking  spirituous  liquors,  the  consequences  of 
which  he  showed  so  cleaxly,  that  I  resolved  to  resist  any  temptation  of 
that  kind  that  should  ever  come  in  my  way,  and  till  this  hour  I  have 
observed  that  resolution ;  though  I  do  not  claim  any  merit  for  forbear- 
ance, because;  I  never  liked  spirituous  liquor,  and  therefore  I  made  no 
sacrificCf  I  only  risfi^ained  from  forcing  myself  to  do  that  yrhich  would 
have  been  disagreeable  to  me ;  while  I  have  seen  boys,  who,  considering 
it  manly  to  drink  spirits,  have  forced  it  down  against  their  taste,  and, 
virith  practice,  have  become  habitual  drunkards. 

My  new  friend,  at  parting,  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  addressed  me, 
a^  yearly  as  I  can  remember,  in  these  words :  **  You  are,''  said  he,  *'  en- 
tmog  into  the  world,  of  the  good  and  evil  of  which  you  have  but  little 
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conception.  As  you  pass  along  you  will  be  continually  beset  by  evils  of 
every  kind,  and,  however  desirous  you  may  be  to  avoid  them,  they  will 
frequently  come  in  such  a  questionable  shape,  that  you  will  be  penetrat- 
ing indeed  if  you  do  not  often  mistake  them  for  virtues.  I  have  had 
some  experience,  and  I  know  that  a  new  path  has  lately  been  marked 
out  for  my  countrymen,  which,  in  a  few  years,  will  lead  them  to  troubles, 
such  as  I  hAve  no  wish  to  live  to  see.  I  am  aware  that  what  I  can  do 
towards  staying  the  evils  is  but  little,  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  give 
to  the  young,  as  far  as  possible,  the  information  that  experience  has  given 
to  me ;  and  when  I  meet  with  a  youth  that  seems  to  pay  attention  to 
what  I  say,  it  gives  me  more  pleasure  than  any  other  thing."  Here  he 
took  out  of  his  pocket  a  book,  and,  without  making  any  comment  upon 
it,  he  presented  it  to  me,  saying,  "  Read  that  with  attention."  We  then 
parted,  and  I  never  saw  him  again ;  but,  believing  his  motive  to  be  good, 
I  have  ever  remembered  him  with  great  respect,  and  always  considered 
the  meeting  with  him  as  an  incident  that  had  more  to  do  in  forming  my 
character,  be  it  good  or  be  it  bad,  than  all  the  other  circumstances  that 
ever  happened  to  me  in  the  course  of  my  life. 

I  proceeded  to  my  lodgings,  and,  after  supper,  I  opeqed  my  book, 
and  read,  as  follows,  on  the  title-page: — Rights  of  Man;  being  an 
Answer  to  Ma.  Burke's  Attack  on  the  French  Revolution.     By 
Thomas  Paine.     Thomas  Paine ! !   why,  surely,  thought  I,  this  is  not 
the  "  Tom  Paine "   that  I  had  used  to  hear  spoken   of  as  such  a 
frightful  character,  and  whom  we  burnt  in  effigy  a  few  years  back. 
I  had  never  read  a  book  through  in  my  life,  but,  out  of  respect  for 
the  giver,  I  was  determined  to  read  this.     I  had  not  proceeded  far, 
before  I  felt  greatly  interested,  so  much  so,  that  I  continued  reading  till 
daylight  the  next  morning.     On  that  day  I  executed  my  business  with 
all  speed,  returned  to  my  book,  and  finished  reading  the  first  and  second 
parts  of  the  Rights  of  Man,    What  a  change  that  book  made  in  me ! 
It  put  my  thought  in  motion.     "  Ah,"  said  I,  "  now  I  have  discovered 
the  whole  secret  of  all  our  grievances ;  now  I  see  why  the  burning  of 
Paine  in  effigy  was  encouraged  in  our  village;  why  the  poor  are  become 
so  miserable,  and  why  all  these  soldiers  are  found  to  be  necessary."     I 
attributed  our  troubles  to  our  form  of  government ;  to  there  being  a  king, 
a  titled  nobility,  and  an  established  church.     In  this  opinion  I  remained 
for  years,  while  things  continued  to  get  worse  and  worse;  until  at  last  I 
was  struck,  while  viewing  a  miserable  family  that  formerly  were  so  well 
dressed,  so  cheerful,  and  in  every  way  so  comfortable  and  happy— I  was 
struck  with  the  idea,  that  the  changes  could  not  be  owing  to  the  form  of 
government,  because  they  did  not  take  place  until  I  was  old  enough  to 
recollect  the  circumstance ;  whereas,  we  find  that  kings  have  ruled  for 
thousands  of  years !  and  Mr.  Paine  gives  us  the  origin  of  the  English 

b2 
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nobility,  which  he  dates  from  William  the  Conqueror ;  and,  as  to  the 
church,  it  is  the  same  that  was  established  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  some 
hundreds  of  years  ago.  This  gave  a  turn  to  my  way  of  thinking  on  these 
subjects^  and  forced  me  to  look  for  another  cause,  which  I  thought  I 
had  discovered  in  the  war^  and  in  the  unredeemable  paper-money  to 
which  that  war  gave  rise.  Still  I  believed  that  Paine  was  right,  and 
that  self-government,  of  all  other  systems,  was  the  most  just,  the  most 
cheap,  and  the  most  perfect.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  age  and  expe- 
rience, to  be  enabled  to  judge  of  matters  of  this  kind.  If  we  err  as  to 
the  cause  of  our  grievances,  how  can  we  proceed,  with  any  hope  of  suc- 
cess, to  redress  them  ? 

Now  the  late  Mr.  Paine's  principles  of  government  might  do  very 
well  for  a  truly  enlightened  people,  who  could  live  securely  without  any 
governing  at  all,  or  for  a  people,  the  majority  of  whom  were  of  that 
kind;  but,  alas!  notwithstanding  what  the  flattering  designing  dema- 
gogues say  to  the  contrary,  such  a  people  have  never  been  found  on  the 
earth,  and  there  is  nothing  to  justify  the  belief  that  they  ever  will  be 
found.  Of  this,  no  man's  writings  furnish  stronger  evidence  than  Mr. 
Paine's,  except  it  be  those  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  On  both  of  which  I  will 
here  make  some  remarks :  In  the  *'  Rights  of  Man"  we  find  the 
Americans  set  forth  as  the  most  sensible  people  in  the  world ;  a  people 
fit,  in  all  respects,  to  be  governed  by  laws  based  upon  the  principles  so 
clearly  laid  down  by  Paine  and  Jefferson.  In  the  year  1791-2  Paine, 
then  in  London,  wrote  that  book,  in  which  he  says,  "  If  you  ask  an 
American  if  he  wants  a  king  ?  he  retorts,  and  asks  you  if  you  take  him 
for  an  idiot  ?*'  Mr.  Paine  had  just  left  America,  fully  persuaded  that 
his  principles  were  there  yair/y  engrafted — that  nothing  could  prevent 
them  thriving,  and  even  expanding  to  the  remotest  parts  of  Europe. 
"  For  what  we  can  foresee,"  said  he,  **  all  Europe  may  form  one  great 
republic,  and  man  be  free  of  the  whole."  Mr.  Jeff&rson  left  America 
on  a  mission  to  France,  with  the  same  belief  as  to  the  thriving  condition 
of  democracy.  He  returned  in  the  year  1790;  thai  isy  one  year  before 
Paine  told  uSy  in  London^  the  tale  about  the  king  and  the  idiot,  Mr. 
Jefferson  lands  in  New  York,  and  there  expects  to  see  the  graft  in  full 
bearing ;  but,  instead  of  which,  he  gives  us  a  veiy  different  account,  for 
which  [  must  refer  my  readers  to  the  Appendix. 

By  this  account  we  see  the  little  reliance  there  is  to  be^placed  on  the 
opinions  of  men,  though  of  the  highest  order  in  point  of  talents.  We  must 
compare  and  move  cautiously  in  forming  our  opinions  on  matters  of 
government.  If  we  wish  to  be  correct,  depend  upon  it  that  nothing  but 
experience  will  make  us  so.  You  see  that  while  I,  a  ytmth  in  England, 
was  wondering  at  the  stupidity  of  my  own  countrymen,  and  eager  to 
join  a  people  that  was,  all  at  once,  become  so  enlightened  as  to  retort^ 


GENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  UNION.  5 

inrhen  asked  if,  to  govern  them,  they  wanted  a  king,  that  very  people  at  the 
same  moment  were  crying  out,  Give  us  kings ;  give  us  an  aristocracy, 
paper-money,  public  debt,  and  govern  us  by  one  of  two  motives^  force 
or  interest.  Among  all  the  respectables  of  New  York,  assembled  at 
the  various  dinner-parties,  where  politics  were  the  chief  topic,  poor 
democracy  and  republicanism  were  without  a  single  advocate,  with  the 
exception  of  the  stranger  Mr.  Jefferson  and  a  few  others.  So  desirous 
were  they  then  for  royalty  and  grandeur,  that  they  harassed  Washing- 
ton nearly  out  of  his  life.     Mr.  Jefferson  further  tells  us  that 

"  When  the  president  went  to  New  York,  he  resisted  for  three  weeks  the 
efforts  to  introduce  levees.  At  length  he  yielded^  and  left  it  to  Humphreys 
and  some  others  to  settle  the  form.  Accordingly  an  ante-chamber  and 
presence-room  were  provided,  and,  when  those  who  were  to  pay  their 
court  were  assembled,  the  president  (Washington)  set  out,  preceded  by 
Humphreys.  After  passing  through  the  ante-chamber,  the  door  of  the 
inner  room  was  thrown  open,  and  Humphreys  entered,  first  calling  out 
with  a  loud  voice,  *  The  President  of  the  United  States.'  The  president 
was  so  much  dfsconcerted  with  it,  that  he  did  not  recover  it  the  whole  time 
of  the  levee,  and,  when  the  company  was  gone,  he  said  to  Humphreys, 
*  Welly  you  have  taken  me  in  once,  but,  by  G — d,  you  shall  never  take  me 
in  a  second  tiw£.*  '* 

Mr.  Jefferson  says  that  Washington  accepted  the  presidency  a  second 
time  with  great  reluctance  on  his  part,  and  that  "  he  expressed  the  ex- 
treme wretchedness  of  his  existence  while  in  office."  It  seems  they  put 
his  effigy  on  a  guillotine  and  cut  off  the  head,  buried  the  body,  and 
80  on. 

This  was  the  treatment  of  the  great  and  good  man  from  a  people 
who  had  just  thrown  a  beam  of  light  over  the  world.  One-half  of 
those  people  were  making  a  mountebank  of  him,  and  the  other  half 
were,  in  desire,  cutting  off  his  head  with  a  guillotine, — a  proof,  if  any  were 
wanted,  that  an  honest  man  was  totally  unfit  for  their  service.  And  so 
it  has  been  ever  since.  If  an  honest  man,  now  by  chance  is  called  to 
one  of  their  important  offices,  it  would  be  better  for  him,  and  every  day 
the  more  and  more  confirms  this  truth,  to  be  in  his  grave  than  in  such 
a  situation. 

I  might  notice  many  instances  of  ingratitude  towards  Washington 
that  took  place  much  earlier.  Even  his  own  principal  officers,  that 
served  under  him  while  he  led  them  to  victory,  were  jealous  of  his  talents 
and  fame,  and  conspired  against  him.  One  of  these  instances  he  speaks 
of  himself  in  a  letter  to  Patrick  Henery,  in  the  year  1778. 

"  I  cannot,**  he  says,  "  precisely  mark  the  extent  of  their  views,  but 
it  appeared  in  general  that  General  Gates  was  to  be  exalted  on  the  ruin 
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of  my  reputation  and  influence.  General  Mifflin,  it  is  commonly  6up- 
posed,  bore  the  second  part  in  the  cabal ;  and  General  Conway,  I  know, 
was  an  active  and  malignant  partisan."  And  that  the  treatment  is  the 
same  from  the  sovereign  people  in  all  ages,  or,  at  least,  from  the  days  of 
Washington  till  now,  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of  the  war-worn  grey-headed 
Jackison,  whose  whole  life  of  toil  and  hardship  has  been  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  country.  Behold  the  sovereign  people  twice  making  him 
president,  then  accusing  him  of  usurpation  and  tyranny,  then  expung* 
ing  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate  the  said  accusation,  and  acknow* 
ledging  themselves  to  have  been  the  tyrants  and  oppressors. 
'  "  Never,"  said  Senator  Benton,  '*  has  any  one  been  so  beset  and  im- 
peded by  a  powerful  combination  of  political  and  monied  confederates ! 
Never  has  any  one  in  any  country,  where  the  administration  of  justice 
has  risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bowstring,  been  so  lawlessly  and  shame* 
lessly  tried  and  condemned  by  rivals  and  enemies,  without  hearing, 
without  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law  or  justice !  History  has  been 
ransacked  to  find  examples  of  tyrants  sufficiently  odious  to  illustrate 
him  by  comparison.  Language  has  been  tortured  to  find  epithets  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  paint  him  in  description.  Imagination  has  been  ex- 
hausted in  her  efforts  to  deck  him  with  revolting  and  inhuman  attributes. 
Tyrant,  despot,  usurper,  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of  his  country ;  rash, 
ignorant,  imbecile;  endangering  the  public  peace  with  all  foreign 
nations ;  destroying  domestic  prosperity  at  home  ;  ruining  all  industry, 
all  commerce,  all  manufactories ;  annihilating  confidence  between  man 
and  man ;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  populous  cities  to  grass  and  weeds, 
and  the  wharfs  of  commercial  towns  to  the  incumbrance  of  decaying 
vessels,  depriving  labour  of  all  reward  ;  depriving  industry  of  all  em- 
ployment ;  destroying  the  currency ;  plunging  an  innocent  and  happy 
people  from  the  summit  of  felicity  to  the  depths  of  misery,  want,  and 
despair.  Such  is  the  faint  outline,  followed  up  by  actual  condemna* 
tion^  of  the  appalling  denunciations  daily  uttered  against  this  one  MAN, 
from  the  moment  he  became  an  object  of  political  competition  down  to 
the  concluding  moment  of  his  political  existence." 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  expunge  the  said  resolution,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done. 

Mr.  Paine,  in  his  Rights  of  Man,  says : — 

"  The  opinions  of  men,  with  respect  to  governments,  are  changing 
very  fast  in  all  countries.  The  revolutions  of  America  and  France  have 
thrown  a  beam  of  light  over  the  world,  which  reaches  into  man.  The 
enormous  expenses  of  government  have  provoked  people  to  think,  by 
making  them  feel ;  and  when  once  the  veil  begins  to  rent,  it  admits  of 
no  repair.    Ignorance  is  of  a  peculiar  nature ;  once  dispelled,  it  is  im- 
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pottsible  to  re-establish  it.  It  is  not  originally  a  thing  of  itself,  but  it 
only  the  absence  of  knowledge ;  and  though  man  may  be  kept  ignoronti 
he  cannot  be  made  ignorant." 

Well,  for  neatly  half  a  century,  the  believers  of  this  doctrine,  and  I 
among  the  rest,  for  a  number  of  years,  have  been  expecting  the  great 
luminary,  that  threw  out  the  beam  of  light,  to  shine  upon  the  world  in 
its  full  magnificence  and  effulgence;  but  instead  of  which  its  beamsy  in 
America,  become  fainter  every  day ;  and  in  France  the  beam  was  too 
like  •*  lightning  that  doth  cease  to  be  ere  one  can  say  it  lightens."  As  to 
the  veily  surely  the  greatest  lover  of  light  cannot  complain  that  it  was  not 
sufficiently  rent  No ;  the  French  philosophers  tore  it  to  very  shreds, 
cast  it  away  among  worthless  things,  and  exhibited  the  great  unveiled 
in  all  their  natural  majesty.  And  what  was  the  issue  ?  Why,  after  mur- 
dering each  other  till  their  rivers  were  tinged  with  human  blood,  they, 
contrary  to  the  positive  assertions  of  Paine,  repaired  the  veil,  submitted 
to  a  despot,  on  whose  head  they  placed  an  imperial  crown,  and  followed 
him  to  deeds  of  conquest  and  of  slaughter. 

Such  were  the  wild  and  vicious  proceedings  of  the  republicans,  who 
were  to  enlighten  the  world ;  ever  fickle  and  uncertain ;  knowing  no- 
thing of  right  or  wrong ;  it  is  a  man  only  with  a  lion's  heart  that 
dares  to  be  honest  among  them.  None  but  the  cunning,  designing, 
knavish  demagogue  can  secure  their  good  opinion,  even  for  a  minute 
together.  The  consequence. is,  that  but  very  few  of  the  best  and  most 
sensible  part  of  the  people  have  anything  to  do  with  politics,  not  even  so 
much  as  to  use' their  votes.  How  often  have  I  been  reminded,  while  in 
America,  of  a  doggerel  stanza  that  I  remember  to  have  heard  about  the 
time  of  the  French  Revolution  !     Speaking  of  the  leaders  of  the  people, 

it  said — 

'*  One  day  he  be  a  great  man. 

And  head  a  great  mob ; 

Two  or  three  days  after 

They  cut  off  his  nob." 

Paine  said  that  ^*  those  who  talked  of  a.  counter-revolution  in  France 
showed  how  little  they  understood  of  man.  There  does  not,"  said  he, 
"  exist  in  the  compass  of  language  an  arrangement  of  words  to  express 
so  much  as  the  means  of  effecting  a  counter-revolution.  The  means 
must  be  an  obliteration  of  knowledge  ;  and  it  has  never  yet  been  dis- 
covered how  to  make  a  man  unknow  his  knowledge,  or  unthink  his 
thoughts." 

And  yet  we  find  that  counter-revolutions  in  France  have,  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, taken  place,  getting  further  from  republicanism  at  every  turn 
since  the  beam  of  light  made  its  appearance.     Next  he  says — 

*'  I  do  not  believe  that  monarchy  and  aristocracy  will  continue  seven 
years  longer  in  any  of  the  enlightened  countries  in  Europe.    If  better 
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reasons  can  be  shown  for  them  than  against  them,  they  will  atand ;  if 
the  contrary,  they  will  not." 

Here  he  admits  that  there  were  enlightened  governments  before  **  the 
beam  of  light "  came ;  and  positively  asserts,  that  if  better  reasons  can- 
not be  found  for  their  continuance  than  for  their  destruction,  they  will 
fall,  and  in.seven  years  from  the  time  he  was  writing.  We  find,  how- 
ever, that  not  only  seven^  but  forty-seven  years  have  elapsed,  and  not  a 
monarchical  government  in  Europe  has  yet  been  changed  to  any  other 
form.  Therefore,  according  to  Mr.  Paine's  own  logic,  better  reasons  have 
been  shown  for  them  than  against  them.     He  tells  us  again — 

"^Government  founded  on  a  moral  theory,  on  a  system  of  universal 
peace,  on  the  indefeasible  hereditary  rights  of  man,  is  now  revolving 
from  west  to  east,  by  a  stronger  impulse  than  the  government  of  the 
sword  revolved  from  east  to  west.  It  interests  not  particular  individuals, 
but  nations,  in  its  progress,  and  promises  a  '  new  era^  to  the  human 


race." 


The  promise  was  fulfilled,  and  a  "  new  era^*  came ;  and  what  are  the 
consequences?  Lynching,  firing,  stabbing,  shooting  and  rioting  are 
daily  taking  place  in  this  "/w>  beloved  America,**  where,  he  told  us, 
there  was  nothing  to  engender  riots  and  tumults, 
.  '*  Excess,"  said  he,  "  and  inequality  of  taxation,  however  disguised 
in  the  means,  never  fail  to  appear  in  their  efifects.  As  a  great  mass  of 
the  comugiunity  are  thrown  thereby  into  poverty  and  discontent,  they  are 
f  onstantly  on  the  brink  of  commotion ;  and  deprived,  as  they  unfortu- 
nately are,  of  the  means  of  information,  are  easily  heated  to  outrage* 
Whatever  the  apparent  cause  may  be,  the  real  cause  is  always  the  want 
of  happiness.  It  shows  that  something  is  wrong  in  the  system  of  govern- 
ment, that  injures  the  felicity  by  which  society  is  to  be  preserved.    ■ 

"  But,"  he  adds,  "  as  fact  is  superior  to  reasoning,  the  instance  of 
America  presents  itself,  to  confirm  these  observations.  If  there  be  a 
country  in  the  world  where  concord,  according  to  common  calculation, 
would  be  least  expected,  it  is  America.  Made  up,  as  it  is,  of  people 
from  different  nations,  accustomed  to  different  forms  and  habits  of 
governments,  speaking  different  languages,  and  more  different  in  their 
mode  of  worship,  it  would  appear  that  the  union  of  such  a  people  was 
impracticable ;  but,  by  the  simple  operation  of  constructing  government 
On  the  principles  of  society  and  the  rights  of  man,  every  difficulty 
retires,  and  all  the  parts  are  brought  into  cordial  union.  There  the 
poor  are  not  oppressed,  the  rich  are  not  privileged.  Industry  is  not 
mortified  by  the  splendid  extravagance  of  a  court  rioting  at  its  expense. 
There  taxes  are  few,  because  their  government  is  just;  and  as  there  is 
nothing  to  render  them  wretched,  there  is  nothing  to  engender  riots  and 
tumults." 
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A  beautiful  picture,  indeed  1  but  thres  years  bad  not  elapsed  before 
tbese  assertions  were  proved  to  be  false,  as  we  find  from  President 
Washington's  message  to  the  congress  of  1*794,  for  which  see  Appendix* 

From  this  message  we  learn  that  "  the  judiciary  was  stripped  of  its 
capacity  to  enforce  the  laws ;  crimes,  which  reached  the  very  existence 
of  social  order^  were  perpetrated  without  control;  and  the  friends  of 
government  were  insulted,  abused,  and  overawed  into  silence,  or  ap- 
parent acquiescence"  in  these  treasonable  proceedings,  which  had  for 
their  object  the  prevention  of  the  collection  of  taxes  authorised  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  imposed  by  the  legislature  of  the 
whole  Union. 

"  What  apparent  cause  of  any  riots  may  be,"  says  Paine,  "  the  real 
one  is  want  of  happiness."  Then,  certainly,  his  '*  beloved  America^* 
where  the  light  btamed,  the  veil  ivas  rent^  and  ignorance  dispelled  never 
to  be  restored,  is  at  this  time  greatly  in  want  of  happiness,  for  riots 
and  lawless  proceedings  abound  in  every  part  of  the  union,  and  these 
things  *'  show  that  something  is  lorong  in  the  system  of  government,^* 
which,  in  fact,  admits  of  every  fraudulent  scheme  that  can  be  devised  to 
cheat  the  unsuspecting  people,  whose  capacity  for  managing  their  own 
national  affairs  is,  as  it  has,  and  ever  will  be,  not  sufficient  to  protect 
themselves  from  becoming  the  prey  of  the  wicked  and  designing  politi- 
cians, who  are  ramified  into  every  part  of  the  government,  and,  on  ac- 
count of  their  short  periods  of  elections,  are  eternally  shifting  their 
places ;  and  when  the  people  discover  that  their  pockets  have  been 
picked^  there  is  no  getting  at  the  thieves  ;  they  have  efiPected  their  pur- 
pose j  have  made  way  for  another  gang,  whose  deeds  of  darkness  will 
not  be  discovered  by  the  multitude  until  it  is  too  late;  and  so  they  go  on, 
and  no  kind  of  responsibility  can  ever  exist.  Give  me,  instead  of  such  a 
system,  even  a  despotism  centered  in  one  man,  who  is  to  be  found  when 
we  want  him,  who  has  no  interest  in  oppressing  his  subjects,  and  who 
must  be  accountable  for  his  conduct. 

Paine  says,  that  '*  facts  are  superior  to  reasoning,"  and  then  he  states 
that  the  "  government  in  America  is  so  constructed  on  the 'principles  of 
society  and  the  rights  ofman^  that  every  difficulty  retires^  and  all  the 
parts  are  brought  into  cordial  unison.*^  If  this  were  true,  what  foul  fiend 
has  been  at  work  to  produce  that  which  we  now  behold  ?  Surely  a  can- 
ker-worm must  have  been  concealed  in  the  root  at  the  time  of  plant- 
ing the  tree  of  liberty,  which  worm  worked  in  darkness  until  it  had 
gnawed  the  vital  part,  for  now  that  tree^  which  ought  to  be  covered  with 
green  and  luxuriant  foliage,  appears  withered,  if  not  blighted  pa^t  reco- 
very^  exhibiting  such  a  frightful  aspect  that  men  turn  from  it  with  hor- 
ror and  dismay.  If  Paine's  spirit,  be  now  permitted  to  look  upon  ue,"^ 
what  a  contrast  it  beholds !     He  said  "  the  poor  were  not  oppressed^  the 
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rich  were  not  privileged.**  Tens  of  thousands  are  now  in  want  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  tens  of  thousands  are  rioting  in  extrayagance, 
privUeged  hy  chartered  monopolies  to  take  from  the  poor  their  last 
mouthful  of  hread.  To  he  allowed  to  make  the  money  of  the  country  out 
of  unredeemable  paper,  for  this,  in  fact,  they  are  allowed  to  do,  is  to  have 
&  privilege  greater  than  any  other  that  man  can  possibly  bestow  6n  man. 
The  right  of  making  money,  even  out  of  gold  and  silver,  of  proper  weight 
and  fineness,  belongs  to  none  but  the  sovereign  power,  and,  by  none 
else,  till  of  late  years,  has  it  ever  been  used.  Now,  however,  it  is  in 
other  hands.  Bankers,  fraudulent  bankers^  impudently  claim  the  pre- 
rogative in  "  happy  America,*' 'and  rule  the  United  States  with  paper- 
money,  which  they  have  no  means  of  redeeming,  and  which  they  would 
not  if  they  had. 

Again,  Paine  says,  "  I  proceed  to  the  defects  of  the  English  govern- 
ment ;  I  begin  with  charters  and  corporations.  It  is  a  perversion  of 
terms  to  say  that  a  charter  gives  right.  It  operates  by  a  contrary  effect, 
that  of  taking  rights  away."  These  then  were  the  defects  that  enabled 
him,  in  his  comparison  of  the  two  governments,  to  triumph  over  the 
English.  What  he  says  of  chatters  is  true  ;  but  America,  then  so  pure 
in  these  respects,  is  now  overrun  with  charters ;  not  less  than  nine 
hundred  or  perhaps  a  thousand  chartered  banks,  besides  myriads  of 
other  charters ;  so  hemmed  in  are  they  by  them  that  one  can  hardly  get 
about  without  infringing  upon  them ;  and  it  will  be  hazarding  nothing 
to  say,  that  this  republic  has  more  chartered  companies  in  it  than  all 
the  governments  of  Europe  put  together. 

The  charters  that  he  spoke  of  were  those  of  incorporated  cities  and 
boroughs.  The  chartering  of  private  companies,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  two  or  three  others,  had  never  been  heard  of, 
and  now  they  are  as  nothing  when  in  the  opposite  scale  to  those  of  this 
republic*-"  This  model  government — ihifi  wonder  of  the  world  If** 
[  Paine  acknowledges,  that  the  English,  in  former  days,  would  not  be 
imposed  upon.  "  The  people  of  England,'*  said  he,  "  of  the  present 
day  have  a  traditionary  and  historical  idea  of  the  bravery  of  their  ances- 
tors ;  but  whatever  their  virtues  or  their  vices  might  have  been  they 
certainly  were  a  people  who  would  not  be  imposed  upon,  and  who  kept 
government  in  awe  as  to  taxation  if  not  as  to  principle."  "  The  annual 
amount  of  taxation,"  he  remarks,  "  at  five  hundred  years  from  the  Con- 
quest, was  but  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds." 

Lastly y  he  told  us  that  "  the  insulted  German,  and  the  enslaved  Spa- 
niard, the  Russ,  and  the  Pole,  were  beginning  to  think ;  that  the  age 
in  which  he  lived  would  hereafter  be  called  the  age  of  reason,  and  that 
his  generation  would  appear  to  the  future  as  the  Adam  of  a  new  world." 
If  this  new  world  should  continue  a  hundredth  part  as  long  as  the  old 
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one  has,  and  should  progress  in  iniquity  at  the  rate  it  has  already  done, 
it  will,  towards  last,  exhibit  a  state  of  things  which  can  only  be  compared 
to  that  we  are  taught  to  believe  exists  in  the  regions  below. 

The  New  World  has  already  its  bastiles,  the  advocates  of  which  boast 
of  their  skill  in  inflicting  torture ;  their  system  is  solitary  confinement 
in  a  small  cell,  out  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  see  or  hear  any  kind  of 
thing ;  not  a  human  voice  ever  cheers  the  prisoner's  soul ;  he  is  literally 
built  up  in  a  stone  wall  of  immense  thickness ;  his  furniture  consists 
only  of  a  straw  bed,  just  wide  enough  for  him  to  lie  down ;  and  there  is 
no  reflection  by  which  he  can  see  even  his  own  face  or  his  own  shadow. 
Think,  Sir,  if  you  can  for  a  moment  think,  of  such  horrors.  I  was  once 
in  one  of  these  cells,  and  the  gaoler,  in  sport,  swung  to  the  door ;  "  the 
iron  entered  into  my  soul,"  and  I  verily  believe  that  if  I  had  been  really 
confined  I  should  have  died  or  gone  mad  in  twenty-four  hours.  This  is 
a  part  of  the  system,  and  besides  this,  it  is  the  practice  of  the  gaolers 
to  do  whatever  else  they  like  with  their  victims';  they  frequently 
kill  them  by  all  sorts  of  inhuman,  and  before  unheard-of,  tor- 
tures. But  I  intend  to  give  the  world  a  particular  account  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  "  American  system  of  prison  discipline"  in  another  part  of 
my  book. 

The  New  World  can  boast,  and,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  does  boast 
of  cruelty  to  the  poor ;  of  reducing  them  to  the  lowest  possible  degrada- 
tion. There  is  much  said  against  the  New  Poor  Law  of  England ;  for 
my  own  part  I  regret  that  such  a  law  should  ever  have  disgraced  my 
native  country,  and  I  attribute  that  circumstance  to  its  government  being 
already  too  much  tinctured  with  democracy ;  for  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  old  aristocracy  of  England,  not  even  those  that  were  living  in  my 
young  days  would  ever  have  thought  of  passing  such  a  law;  but  that 
laWf  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  only  a  copy  of  the  poor-law  of  Pennsylvania ;  it 
does  not,  however,  go  so  for  into  oppression  as  does  the  American  laws, 
of  which,  in  due  time,  I  engage  to  convince  you. 

I  went  to  America  in  the  year  1824,  when  everybody  appeared  to  me 
to  be  well  off;  and  I  have  often  been  surprised  at  the  plenty,  and  at  the 
waste  of  good  provisions ;  I  believe  that  there  was  then  one  quarter 
wasted,  such  as  was  fit  for  anybody  to  eat,  and  thrown  into  the  streets  to 
the  dogs  and  hogs.  As  to  eating  sheep's-heads,  and  such-like  things,  it 
was  never  thought  of  by  anybody  J  they  were  thrown  into  the  streets : 
but  now  they  are  all  eaten,  and  the  poor  are  as  glad  to  get  them  as  the 
pool"  of  any  other  part  of  the  world.  A  great  patt  of  all  this  I  attribute 
to  the  fraudulent  system  of  banking,  which  system  is  the  fruits  of  the 
democracy  of  America,  and  which,  I  am  quite  sure,  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  the  aid  of  cheating  and  deception.  At  any  rate,  it  is  carried  on 
by  these  means,  and  by  these  means  alone.    As  a  specimen  of  the  way 
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in  which  chartered  banks  carry  on  their  oppressions  towards  the  working 
classes,  I  give  you  the  following,  which  I  extract  from  an  American 
paper,  called  the  Merchant's  Transcript  ;-=- 

"  The  Mississippi  banks,  after  having  gone  headlong  into  cotton,  have 
turned  their  attention  towards  provisions  :  they  have  bought  up  nearly 
all  the  pork  in  this  city,  and  their  purchases  in  Cincinnati  and  other 
places  have  been  on  a  monopolizing  or  forestalling  scale;  the  article,  in 
consequence,  has  advanced  six  dollars  per  barrel.  These  heroes  in  rag- 
power  are  determined  on  going  the  *  whole  hog'  anyhow." 

These  things  drive  the  poor  Americans  mad,  and  cause  all  the  outbreak- 
ings  that  now  astound  the  world.  Why,  Sir,  they  have  deliberately  burnt 
down  the  city  of  Charleston  twice  since  I  have  been  among  them ;  they 
have  attempted  to  burn  down  every  principal  city  in  the  Union,  and  in- 
cendiary fires  are  of  every  night's  occurrence.  The  fact  is.  Sir,  that 
New  York  was  burnt  down  by  incendiaries.  The  authorities  wished  to 
cloak  this,  but  it  is  a  well-known  fact.  The  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion, as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire,  attribute  it  to  the  bursting  of  a  gas-pipe ; 
and  the  reason  they  assign  for  such  opinion  is,  that  something  was  heard 
to  go  off  like  a  cannon,  and  that  the  fire  was  first  observed  in  the  lower 
and  upper  stores  of  a  high  warehouse,  at  one  and  the  same  time ;  but 
the  truth  is,  it  was  set  fire  to  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  the 
authorities  knew  that,  and  suggested  that  every  occupant  of  a  house  or 
store,  or  building  of  any  description,  should  take  measures  to  watch  all 
night. 

You  must  know  that  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  banks,  are, 
that  no  bank,  or  any  other  moneyed  institution,  shall  issue  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  to  be  paid,  in  silver  or  gold,  on  demand. 
You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  fact,  that  about  the  10th  of  May, 
1837,  these  banks  all  simultaneously  stopped  payment ;  they  had  all  the 
government  money,  both  of  the  States  and  of  {he  United  States,  in  their 
banks,  as  well  as  being  enormously  indebted  to  the  people  for  notes  in  cir« 
culation.  There  were  a  thousand  of  these  banks,  situated  in  every  part 
of  the  Union,  and  they  all  said  to  the  people,  "  We  bid  you,  your  govern- 
ment, and  your  laws  defiance,  and  we  will  make  you  not  only  continue  to 
take  our  unredeemable  five-dollar  notes,  but  we  will  issue  what  we  like  ; 
we  know  that  our  charters  are  forfeited,  but  you  have  not  the  power  to 
enforce  the  law  against  us ;  you  cannot  transact  your  business  without 
something  that  shall  be  called  money,  and  we  have  decided  what  that 
tjking  shall  be ! !''  The  cheated  people  were  so  enraged  against  them  at 
first,  that  they  talked  of  pulling  down  and  scattering  to  the  wind  every 
bank  in  the  country ;  but,  on  reflection,  those  that  owed  money,  and 
that  was  by  far  the  greater  part,  found  that  their  property — if,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  none  but  good  money  was  allowed  to  pass — ^would  have  to 
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be  sacrificed  to  pay  their  debts.  They  "were,  therefore,  obliged  to  take 
\vhatever  money  the  bankers  thought  proper  to  give  them.  As  a  sub- 
stitute for  specie  and  small  change,  the  paper-money  makers  issued  small 
notes,  to  as  low  an  amount  as  two-pence  farthing  each.  To  these  notes 
the  people  gave  the  name  of  "  shin-plasters,''  an  appropriate  though  not 
very  delicate  appellation.  The  filthy  term  is,  however,  used  by  gover- 
nors in  their  messages,  and  by  all  classes  in  the  Union.  In  the  course 
of  circulation  these  "  shin-plasters"  become  exceedingly  filthy ;  inso- 
much so,  indeed,  that  I  have  known  ladies,  who,  in  their  purchases,  were 
obliged  to  receive  them  in  change  for  larger  notes,  take  with  them  a 
small  pair  of  tongs,  or  tweezers,  with  which  they  laid  hold  of  the  shin- 
plasters,  and  placed  them  in  a  box,  which,  when  shut,  would  keep  from 
their  eyes  the  filthy  sight,  and  from  their  noses  the  effluvia,  which,  if  I 
was  able,  I  should  not  like  in  this  place  to  describe. 

These  shin-plasters  were  so  easily  to  be  got  at,  that,  after  all,  to  pay 
debts  with  t  they  were  really  very  convenient,  for,  if  you  possessed  thirty 
dollars  in  silver,  with  them  you  could  purchase,  in  some  cases,  a  hun- 
dred dollars  of  '^  shin-plasters,"  and  your  creditor  dare  not  refuse  to  take 
them  in  payment,  lest  he  should  be  "  Lynched."  See  what  terms  one 
is  obliged  to  make  use  of,  to  make  one's  self  understood  when  talking  of 
American  republicanism ! 

But  let  me  explain  this  word.  Lynching^  Sir,  is  taking  the  ob- 
noxious individual  on  the  spot,  and,  without  trial,  judge,  or  jury,  inflict- 
ing such  punishment  on  him  as  you  may  think  he  deserves.  I  will  give 
you  one  instance,  out  of  thousands  that  I  have  known,  and  I  take  it 
from  the  Louisiana  Advertiser ^  dated  some  time  in  August,  1835. 

''  Some  difficulty  arose  at  the  public  dinner  given  in  celebration  of  the 
4th  of  July,  as  too  often  happens  on  similar  occasions,  between  Mr. 
Fisher,  who  belongs  to  the  Volunteer  Company,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Cobler.  From  words  they  proceeded  to  blows.  Mr.  C.  having  drawn 
a  knife  upon  his  opponent,  the  company,  taking  the  part  of  their  com- 
rade, seized  him,  bound  him  to  a  tree,  and  inflicted  thirty-two  lashes  on 
his  person. 

i  "  Not  considering  this  sufficient,  they  tarred  and  feathered  him,  alleging 
that  he  was  a  gambler.  He  entreated  them  to  shoot  him,  rather  than 
disgrace  him  in  that  manner ;  and  begged  of  them  not  to  let  the  tar  fall 
into  his  eyes  as  they  poured  it  over  his  head :  but  the  person  he  ad- 
dressed, instead  of  complying  with  his  request,  struck  him  violently  with 
a  stick  across  the  eyes.  He  was  then  released,  and  ordered  to  quit  the 
city  in  twenty-four  hours. 

"  The  next  day,  in  order  to  appear  consistent,  and  to  continue  the 
work  of  civilization  (as  they  called  it)  they  went  forth  armed,  in  military 
array,  to  pull  down^  tear  out,  and  demolish,  everything  appertaining  to 
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gambling ;  and  to  tar  and  feather  any  who  should  oppose  them,  law 
or  no  law  notwithstanding.  Some  wished  to  protect  their  property;  but 
their  hearts  failed  them  when  they  saw  the  state  of  excitement  of  the  vo- 
lunteers. One  at  length  determined  to  stay  in  Mr.  North's  house,  to 
protect  himself  from  being  tarred,  and  to  secure  the  house  and  grocery 
from  destruction.  He  had  fastened  the  doors,  but  on  Dr.  Bodley's 
kicking  one  of  them  open,  some  shots  were  exchanged ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  the  doctor  was  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  one  of  the 
inmates  of  the  house,  a  person  named  Collum,  or,  as  we  have  heard  since, 
Helmes,  was  so  wounded  as  to  have  been  totally  insensible  to  the  sub- 
sequent punishment  inflicted  on  his  body,  whilst  suspended  with  the 
rest  upon  the  gallows.  He  was  hauled  upon  a  dray  and  thrown  upon 
the  scaffold,  disfigured  as  he  was,  and  covered  with  blood ! 

**  Three  more  individuals  were  taken  in  the  house ;  the  bar-keeper, 
called  Dutch  Bill,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  Mr.  M*Call.  North,  who 
had  previously  quitted  it,  and  was  endeavouring  to  make  his  escape  by 
water,  was  arrested  about  a  mile  from  the  city  and  brought  back ;  his 
hands  were  tied  behind  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  walk  with  the  rest, 
who  had  been  similarly  bound,  each  having  a  rope  about  his  neck,  which 
was  frequently  jerked  so  violently  as  nearly  to  choke  them.  In  this 
manner  they  were  conducted  to  the  scaffold,  which  is  a  permanent  build- 
ing, and  executed  without  further  interruption.  No  cap  nor  other 
covering  was  used,  and  the  unfortunate  sufferers  presented  such  a  horrible 
appearance,  that  the  passers  by  were  moved  even  to  tears !  Some  of 
them  endeavoured  to  interfere,  but  were  threatened  with  a  similar  punish- 
ment, and  obliged  to  desist. 

r  **  These  unfortunate  men  claimed  to  the  last  the  privilege  of  American 
dtizens^  the  trial  by  jury,  and  professed  willingly  to  submit  to  anything 
their  country  would  legally  inflict  upon  them ;  but  we  are  sorry  to  say 
their  petition  was  in  vain.  The  black  musicians  were  ordered  to  strike 
up,  and  the  voice  of  the  supplicants  were  drowned  by  the  fife  and  the 
drum.  Mr.  Riddell,  the  cashier  of  the  planter's  bank,  ordered  them  to 
play  Yankee  Doodle !  The  unhappy  sufferers  frequently  implored  a 
drink  of  water ;  they  were  refused.  Mr.  North  seems  to  have  had  some 
presentment  of  the  violence  to  which  they  would  proceed,  as  he  requested 
a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  Mitchell,  to  protect  his  family  if  anything  happened 
to  him. 

"  Dr.  Bodley's  brother,  or  Mr.  Rest,  his  brother-in-law,  is  stated  to 
have  cut  the  rope  by  which  four  of  the  unfortunate  men  were  launched 
into  eternity.  Mr.  Winfield  threw  the  nearly  lifeless  body  of  Helmes 
from  the  scaffold,  which  presented  a  sight  shocking  to  humanity ;  they 
were  hanged  with  their  faces  uncovered. 

"  The  company,  consisting  of  thirty  or  forty  persons,  commanded  by 
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Captain  Baumyard,  and  anned  by  the  United  States  for  a  very  different 
purpose,  that  of  protecting  their  fellow-citizens,  and  maintaining  the 
wipremacy  of  the  laws.  Such  conduct  would  disgrace  Algiers,  and  could 
hardly  have  occurred  in  a  barbarous  state. 

"  The  wife  of  one  of  the  sufferers,  half  distracted  at  the  cruel  treat- 
ment and  murder  of  her  husband,  trembling  for  her  own  safety,  in  tears 
begged  permission  to  inter  her  husband's  body ;  it  was  refused.  She 
was  afterwards  compelled  to  fly,  with  her  orphan  child,  in  an  open  skiff, 
for  her  personal  security.  The  same  fate  was  threatened  to  any  person 
who  should  dare  to  cut  down  the  bodies  before  the  expiration  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  At  eleven  o'clock  the  next  day  they  were  cut  down  and 
thrown  into  a  hole  which  had  been  dug  near  the  gallows,  without  coffins 
or  any  preparation,  except  a  box  into  which  one  of  them  was  put. 

*'  Thus  ended  the  disgusting  and  horrible  occurrence.  We  under- 
stand, the  magistrates  attempted  to  interfere,  but  were  cautioned  at 
their  peril  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  affair. 

"  If  such  things  are  not  speedily  repressed,  we  may  bid  adieu  to  that 
liberty  which  our  forefathers  purchased  with  their  blood;  our  venerated 
republic  will  crumble  into  the  dust,  and  verify  the  history  of  all  preceding 
popular  governments." 

There,  Sir,  that  is  a  sample  of  "  Lynching;"  not  a  man  of  them 
concerned  in  these  murders  was  ever  brought  to  justice.  No  one  in  the 
United  States  is  ever  punished  by  law,  whatever  his  crime,  except  it 
he  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  who  have  no  property,  nor  any  power  or  influ- 
ence in  elections.  Such  men  only  hll  the  bastiles,  a  thousand  of  which 
at  this  moment,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  trifling  offences,  are 
now  immured  in  those  solitary  cells,  nobody  knowing  any  more 
about  them  than  of  those  who  were  found  at  the  breaking  up  of  the 
old  bastile  of  France,  and  who  had  been  put  there  under  lettres  de 
cacheU 

I  mention  this  case  of  Lynching  for  two  reasons ;  first,  because  the 
Lynchers  were  Ihe  first  men  in  those  parts,  headed  by  a  captain  in  the 
United  States  army ;  secondly,  because  the  most  blood-thirsty  among 
them  was  a  cashier  of  the  planters'  bank,  and  the  planters  are  the  leading 
men  of  the  state.  If  we  find  such  conduct  in  them,  what  can  we  expect 
from  the  mass  ?  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when  these  powerful  bankers 
tell  us  that  we  shall  not  go  to  market  without  taking  their  bits  of  paper 
to  transact  our  business  with,  which  is  the  same  thing  as  if  we  were  not 
to  be  allowed  to  eat  or  to  wear  without  first  obtaining  from  them  a  licence 
to  do  so  ?  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  think  of  their  power  to 
Ljrnoh,  that  we  should  stand  aghast  without  knowing  what  to  do,  or 
what  to  leave  undone  ?  Why,  Sir,  one  of  these  bankers,  the  other  day, 
being  Speaker  of  one  of  the  bouses  of  legislature,  actually  walked  down 
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from  his  seat,  took  out  his  "  howie  knife,^'  and  stabbed  to  the  heart  a 
member  who  was  then  on  the  floor  addressing  the  chair,  and,  unguard- 
edly, reflecting  upon  the  system  of  banking  to  which  this  Speaker 
belonged;  and,  incredible  as  it  will  appear  to  you,  the  jury  found  a 
verdict  of  justifiable  homicide. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  says,  that  nothing  but  silver  and 
gold  shall  be  a  lawful  tender,  and,  moreover,  when  we  lend  our  money 
on  mortgage,  the.  deed  expresses  that  it  shall  be  returned  in  Spanish 
milled  dollars.  But  when  these  bankers  think  proper  to  "  suspend*" 
our  lives  are  in  danger  if  we  demand  any  other  than  their  assignats  in 
payment.  I  know  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who,  in  foreclosing  a 
mortgage^  demanded  his  money  according  to  law,  and  the  under  sheriff 
told  him,  that  the  man  that  desired  specie,  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
ought  to  be  Lynched;  "  the  word  made  me  shudder,"  said  he,  "and  I 
dropped  the  subject  immediately." 

Now,  I  hope  that  what  I  am  about  to  say  will  not  be  considered  as 
boasting  of  my  personal  courage ;  but  as  having  a  desire  to  make  clear  to 
you  the  manner  in  which  justice,  or  rather  injustice^  is  administered  in  this 
famed  republic.  At  the  time  of  the  bank  suspension,  I  had,  like  others, 
payments  to  make,  and  I  was  determined,  if  possible,  to  make  them  in 
money ^  and  not  in  worthless  trash.  But  how  was  this  to  be  done  ?  There 
were  two  ways;  either  buying  the  silver  at  an  enormous  premium,  or 
suing  the  bankers  at  the  risk  of  your  life  for  payment  of  their  notes. 
But  the  law  runs  so,  that,  if  you  sued  for  more  than  Ave  dollars  at  a 
time,  the  bankers  could  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  magistrate,  and 
carry  the  suit  from  court  to  court ;  several  of  such  suits  having  been 
commenced  in  May,  1837,  and  have  not  yet,  or  ever  will  be  determined. 
Well,  then,  the  only  way  left  was  to  sue  for  five  dollars,  about  a  pound 
sterling,  and  to  continually  harass  them,  until  they  compromised;  that 
is,  until  they  agreed,  occasionally,  to  pay  a  note  in  silver,  &c.  But 
there  was  but  one  magistrate  in  the  city  or  county  that  dare  give  judg- 
ment against  them.  It  was  before  him,  Alderman  Thompson,  that  I 
undertook  to  contend  against  the  band  of  defrauders.  My  best  friends 
begged  of  me  not  to  do  it.  I,  however,  was  determined  not  to  be  thus 
openly  robbed,  without  a  struggle,  and  demanded  payment  of  the  five- 
dollar  notes  that  I  possessed.  They  refused  to  pay  them.  I  then  stated 
the  case  to  the  said  Alderman  Thompson  (then  a  stranger  to  me,  but  I  had 
heard  that  he  was  considered  an  honest  magistrate,  and  therefore  a  very 
singular  character),  when  I  demanded  summonses  of  him  against  them. 
"  If  you  persist  in  it,"  said  he,  "  I  will  do  my  duty  ;  but  I  am  exceed* 
ingly  sorry  that  you  have  applied  to  me ;  I  have  a  family,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  giving  judgment  against  the  banks  will  be  the  ruin  of  me." 

Imetflveof  the  bankers  the  firet  day,  I  Intended  to  have  them  one  after. 
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the  other,  and  gave  them  notice  accordingly ;  httt  they  all  sent  their  law- 
yers at  the  same  time,  thinking  to  frighten  me  by  such  an  array  of  "  mas- 
ters of  tongue-fenee."  I  could  not  afford,  you  know,  to  employ  a  law- 
yer ;  I  sued  but  for  five  dollars,  and  he  would  have  taken,  as  a  fee,  the 
exact  amount,  and  sold  me  to  the  bankers  after  all.  So,  knowing  my 
case  to  be  as  just  as  I  thought  it  was  simple,  I  undertook,  in  spite  of  the 
old  ads^e,  (he  who  is  his  own  lawyer  having  a  fool  for  his  client,)  to 
plead  form3rself  against  half  a  dozen  *'  Phiiadelphia  lawyers,**  renowned 
as  they  are  for  their  e3Ctra<»rdinary  cunning.  Of  course  £  had  but  one 
suit  before  his  honour  at  a  time,  biit  still  the  lawyers,  engaged  in  the  dif- 
ferent suits,  would  all  lend  their  assistance,  to  interrupt  and  annoy  me ; 
and  one  of  them,  who  was  not  engaged  in  the  cause  before  the  court, 
told  me  that  no  man  who  had  not  a  foreign  (English)  accent  on  his 
tongue,  would  have  dared  to  sue  the  banks,  and,  being  an  Englishman, 
he  thought  I  ought  not  to  recover.  There  was  not  a  subterfuge  but 
what  these  **  Philadelphia  lawyers"  availed  themselves  of.  I  subpoenaed 
the  Teller  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  to  prove  the  note,  and  being  about  to 
swear  him,  "  Stop,"  says  the  lawyer,  "  you  have  not  paid  that  witness." 
**  Well,"  said  I,  "  he  is  ray  witness ;  when  he  complains  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  pay  him."  Now,  they  knew  that  there  was  scarcely  such  thing 
as  lawful  money  in  the  whole  community,  and  that  I  could  not  pay  this 
witness  for  want  or  such  money ;  and  he,  having  had  the  hint,  demanded 
it.  I  had  plenty  of  notes,  and  oEPered  them  a  five-dollar  note  of  their 
own  bank,  **  Sir,"  said  the  lawyer,  "  that  is  not  a  lawful  tender."  He 
then  triumphantly  demanded  a  nonsuit ;  but  the  magistrate  said  No,  he 
would  adjourn  the  court  for  three  days.  He  did  so,  and  I  furnished 
myself  with  silver  enough  to  get  over  this  difiiculty.  But,  on  offering 
the  witness  the  Bible  again,  "  Stop,"  says  tlie  lawyer,  "  this  Teller  is  a 
stock-holder ;  he,  therefore,  cannot  give  evidence  against  himself."  To 
which  the  magistrate  agreed,  but  said,  that  I  might  examine  him  as  to 
when,  and  for  what  motive,  he  became  a  stock-holder.  He  was  then 
sworn,  and  I  asked  him  when  he  became  a  stock-holder.  Answer :  "  I 
don't  know  exactly  when." — Question:  "Was  it  as  long  ago  as  a 
month  ?"  A.  "  I  don't  know."--Q.  '*  Was  it  a  week?"  A.  "  I  can- 
not  say." — Q.  "  Were  you  not  made  a  stock-holder  since  you  were  here 
before,  and  were  you  not  made  one  on  purpose  that  you  might  not  give 
evidence  in  this  case?  remember  that  you  have  sworn  to  tell  the  truth." 
Here  the  fellow  showed  himself  unfit  for  the  service  of  his  employers, 
and  tremblingly  acknowledged  that  such  was  the  case.  He  then  testi- 
fied as  to  ^e  validity  of  the  note ;  upon  which  the  lawyer  raised  another 
bar,  and  called  upon  me  to  prove  the  charter,  which,  he  said,  could  not 
be  done  but  by  a  wiLtten  copy  of  the  same,  signed  by  the  secretary  of 
state  with  the  seal  of  the  commonwealth.     I  was  not  in  possession  of 
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wndti  copy ;  an3  the  bovaei  was  agfiin  a^Qumed  ht  a  few  days,  to  gbeine 
an  oppoitunity  to  ot«reome  the  objectioQ.  Whfen  we  again  met,  I  staH 
waii  withouli  the  written  copy.  I  had  been  feitunate  enough,  to  obtain  the 
lawf,  as  pnnted  by  authority;  but  to  sueh  evidenoe  the  liiwyeni  atontly 
objected.  The  'magiitrate,  however,  finaUy  gave  it  as  hk  epinion  that 
the  printed  laws  were  sufficient,  but  reserved  his  judgment  t^U  imxt 
day,  and  proceeded  to  another  ease^rayself  against  the  Meohuiica' 
Bank.  Lawy<»r  Bradfwd,  the  standing  attorney,  in  showing  cause  why 
I  should  not  be  paid,  addressed  the  court  in  the  following  words :— * 

**  Your  Honour,  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover  five  dealers  in  payment 
for  a  bank  note,  purporting  to  have  been  issued  by  the  Mechanica* 
Bank.  Now,  your  Honour,  I  hold  it  to  be  impossible  for  any  man  to  prave 
any  bank  note  to  be  a  genu- tne  note.    For  suppose  he  goes  to  the  Teller^ 
and  the  Teller  says  that  it  is  good ;  why,  Sir,  the  Teller  did  not  sign  the 
note,  and  therefore  can  tell  nothing  about  it    Well,  suppose  the  Cashier 
says  thftt  his  signature  is  to  the  note,  and  so  it  is  a  genurtne  note.     Sir^ 
it  is  ridiculous  to  talk  in  this  way ;  for  in  this  very  batik,  not  long  since, 
there  were  some  fbrged  notes  paid  fie  deposits,  and  it  was  not  until  a  long 
time  after  that  this  fact  was  discovered,  and  then  only  by  accident.     If, 
therefore,  the  President  and  the  Cashier  eannot  tell  their  own  writing, 
how  is  it  possible  for  anybody  etae  to  tell  ?  But,  Sir,  suppose  they  can 
tell,  and  it  is  proved  to  your  satisfaction  that  the  Cashier  signed  the 
note,  what  then?  That  does  not  prove  it  a  genu-rine  note,  because  it  may 
have  been  signed  unknown  to  the  President,  and  the  President's  signa^* 
ture  forged.  Well,  he  may  go  further  and  prove,  as  well,  the  President's 
signature;  and  then.  Sir,  he  has  done  nothing ;  because  both  of  them 
might  have  signed  it  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Direct* 
ors.    Well,  he  may  prove  that  they  had  this  authority,  and  then,  Sir,  he 
has  to  prove  that  the  stockholders  did  duly  and  fairly  elect  and  give 
authority  to  the  Directors  to  do  all  these  matters  and  things.    Wdl, 
next  he  has  to  prove  that  there  is  a  company  called  the    ^  Mechanios' 
Banking  Company,'  and  that  this  company,  whose  attorney  I  am,  i» 
that  company,  and  how  will  he  do  that?    He  brings  forwaid  books  of 
laws,  which  he  says  are  printed  by  authority  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
reason  that  he  assigns  for  such  statement  is,  that  it  is  written  or  printed 
80  in  the  said  book.    Why,  Sit,  anything  may  be  printed  in  a  book; 
there  is  no  way  of  proving  this  fact  but  by  producing  a  written  copy^ 
signed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  bearing  the  seal  of  the  Common-* 
wealth,  and  then  hU  handwriting  and  the  seal  could  be  disputed  ;  but, 
suppose  all  this  proved,  let  Us  see  what  these  printed  charters  say  ?  Why, 
Sir,  they  say  that  at  a  certain  time  a  certain  number  of  men  appHed  to 
the  legislature  for  a  charter,  and  they  promised  to  do  certain  things  pre<^ 
vious  to  its  being  granted  s  well^  then,  he  has  got  to  prove  that  these 
things  were  done.     In  fact^  your  Honour,  there  is  no  end  to  it,  and  it  is 
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totally  impossible  for  biiu  to  prove  tlie  genuin^neBs  of  the  note,  and 
therefore  your  Honour  will  agree  with  me  that  he  cannot  recover," 

And,  Sir,  I  should  not  have  recovered,  before  any  otW  magistrate 
than  Alderman  Thompson,  who,  being  a  sinc^ely  religious  man,  though 
frightened  half  to  death  at  the  banks,  durst  not  decide  contrary  to  bis 
conscience.    So  I  sucoeeded  iii  every  s«it  I  brought. 

Jt  is  true  they  bitraased  me  much,  and  the  magistrate  required  me  to 
prodnofr  evidence,  as  I  thought  entirely  unneeessary ;  and  when  I  had 
prbduoed  it,  and  be  had  recorded  all  that  he  asked  for,  he  would,,  in  aao* 
ther  suit  againat  the  same  bimk  require  all  these  proofs  over  again.  It 
was  necessary  to  prove  the  ongiaal  dtarters,  the  revivals  and  re^chartmii 
from  time  to  time ;  to  have  a  wheelbarrow  full  of  law*books,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  got  them ;  but'I  spared  neither  time 
nor  trouble^  having,  at  first,  made  up  my  mind  to  follow  them  up  until 
I  could  bring  them  to  my  terms;  and,  finally,  they  paid  me  as  much  as 
I  wanted,  while,  in  almost  every  instance,  they  nonsuit^  others.  The 
*  Public  Ledger,'  a  newspaper  of  Philadelphia,  of  August,  1837,  gives 
an  account  of  a  suit  brought  by  a  poor  man  who  was  required,  to  sustain 
his  daim,  to  bring  forward  all  the  proofs  that  I  have  spoken  of,  and  not 
beiug  able  to  do  it,  he  was  nonsuited  and  mulcted  in  the  expenses  to 
the  amount  of  two  or  three  dollars. 

It  is  a  fact,  Sir,  and  I  wish  you  particularly  to  bear  it  in  mind,  that 
these  men,  who  thus  sport  with  the  law,  are  all  of  them  **  democrats"  of 
the  very  first  water ;  all  leaders  of  the  dear  people ;  the  whole  gang 
belonging  to  this  ^*  GirardBank"  are  defMcrais.  Hay,  you  see,  is  a  de- 
ntoerai  ;  and  theleanied  ^unsel  himself  would  turn  his  back  to  no  lover 
of  the  people  that  ever  watched  over  their  dearest  interest.  If  a  suit  be 
brought  by  a  poor  man  who,  for  want  of  knowledge  on  the  subject,  CQuld 
not  plead  for  himself,  and  the  magistrate  before  whom  it  was  brought  was 
of  the  **  Pure  Democnratic  Party,''  there  would  not  be  a  shadowof  a  chance 
for  the  plaintiff.  I  had  long  before  been  convinced  that  every  vile  thing 
was  encouraged  by  the  democrato ;  but  the  scenes  of  the  days  I  am 
speaking  of  caused  me  to  make  up  my  mind  never  again  to  proftes 
democracy.  To  be  sure  I  always  openly  disavowed  belonging  to  either 
of  their  parties,  but  still,  as  you  know,  I  was  a  fiemoerai,  and  I  was 
sincere,  in  my  belief,  tliat,  under  such  a  form  of  government,  a  naUon 
ought  thrive  and  be  happy ;  but  now  I  have  no  such  belief ;  and  to 
pneve  that  1  have  not  changed  for  light  and  transitory  causes,  this  and 
the  Mlowing  letters  will,  I  think,  show.  Let  no  man  condemn  me  until 
he  has  beard  me,  and  then,  as  to  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong,  by  th« 
general  verdict  I  am  wilUng  to  abide. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  sincerely, 

THOMAS  BROTHEBS. 

c2 
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ON  mt  CRUBLTT  OV  THB  VISCIPLlMS  OV'THB  STATE  PUSONS  09 
PBNNSTLYANIA — ^BAtTBEN  PENITB"HTTART. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  John  Russell. 


Mr  Ijowoy  Philadelp^na,  March  12,  18d8» 

As  the  Principal  Secretary  of  State  lor  Uie  Home  Department  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  of  Gkeat  Britain,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  this  letter,  on  the  system  of  discipline  adopted  in  the  Eastarn 
Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  to  your  Lordship. — ^As  a  native  of  England, 
I  am  exceedingly  anxious  for  Uie  welfare  of  my  beloved  country,  and) 
from  a  long  residence 'in  the  United  States  of  North  America,  having 
become  well  acquainted  with  the  miseries  which  have  arisen  from  the 
most  fallacious  form  of  polity  established  in  that  really  unhappy  Qoun-< 
try,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  caution  my  fellow-countrymen,  and  you  as 
one  of  their  first  statesmen,  i^ainst  failing  into  the  most  pernicious 
.error  of  copying  the  proceedings  of  the  so-called  republicans,  to  whom  I 
have  alluded.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  see,  my  Lord,  that  my  counti]^ 
men,  and  their  representatives  in  Parliament,  are  very  prone  to  commit 
this  mistake, — a  mistake  which,  if  persisted  in  for  any  length  of  time» 
will  inevitably  bring  ruin  upon  your  country.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America  has  been  denominated  by  one  of  tho 
new  era  men  ''  a  Model  Government.''  I  think,  my  Lord,  if  you 
will  do  me  the  honour  to  read  my  work,  you  will  agree  with  me  in 
linking,  that  if  it  be  a  model,  it  is  a  model  to  be  avoided,  not  imitated. 

But  to  return  to  the  more  immediate  subject  of  this  letter,  namely, 
the  prison  discipline  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.— I  have  learnt,  my  lord,  with  great  grief,  that  Commissioners 
have  been  sent  out  to  the  United  States,  to  inspect  the  much-boasted 
prisons  of  that  country,  and  that  they  have  made  a  highly  favourable 
report  of  the  discipline  of  the  Penitentiary  I  have  just  mentioned.  When 
I  tell  your  Lordship  that  the  following  details  of  the  crimes  and  cruel- 
ties committed  in  this  new  Bastile,  though  taken  from  official  docu* 
ments,  are  almost  entirely  imknown  to  the  self-called  free  and  enlight- 
ened cttizens  of  the  United  States,  **  the  sovereigns,"  as  they  are  some- 
times denominated,  I  am  sure,  my  Lord,  you  must  be  convinced  that. the 
albresaid  Commissioners  could  have  little  or  no  opportunity  of  forming 
a  correct  judgment  of  the  system  upon  which  they  have  so  favourably 
reported. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  I  have  made  large  extracts  frpiji 
a  work  cidled  **^  A  Detailed  Statement  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com<- 
mittee  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  Examining 
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into  the  Economy  and  ManBgement  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  &c  &c." 
ThiB  work  irin  almost  immediatdy  upon  its  puhlication  hought  up  hy 
the  parties  whose  malrpiactices  it  exposed.  I,  however,  happen .  to  he 
in  possession  of  a  few  cqiies,  one  of  which  I  will  do  myself  the  honour 
of  presenting  to  your  Lordship. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  few  details  relatire  to  the  dis- 
cipline, or  rather  the  tyranny,  of  this  prison ;  dropping  all  formality 
of  address,  and  employing  the  words  and  style  which  I  used  before  I 
thought  of  addressing  this  letter  to  your  Lordship.  I  am  informed 
that,  in  the  dark  age  of  Philadelphia,  some  forty  or  fi%  years  back, 
there  was  but  little  occasion  for  punishment,  and  that  the  gaol  was 
kept  by  an  old  Quaker  lady,  Mrs.  Tweed.  She  was  mild  and  kind,  as 
her  sex  and  creed  would  indicate.  This  gaol  was  the  only  one  in  the 
city  and  county :  it  was  situated  in  Walnut  Street,  opposite  the  State 
House;  it  had  sixteen  solitary  cells,  *^  which,"  says  the  account  now 
lying  before  me,  *^  were  used  only  in  emergency.'' 

*'  In  1801," — ^Ah!  about  that  time  the  alieviaiors  began  to  show 
themselves  h^ne,  it  appears,  as  well  as  in  England—*'  in  1801  a  me* 
morial  was  presented  to  the  legislature,  by  the  Philadelphia  Society  for 
Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons,"  and  "  to  adopt  the  mode 
of  punishing  criminals  by  solitary  confinement  at  hard  labour."  '*  In 
1818  the  society  presented  auoth^  petition,"  And  *^  in  1821  another 
memorial  was  laid  before  the  legislature,  signed  by  William  White* 
Roberts  Vftux,  and  other  eminent  men,  who  have  laboured  unceasingly 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  their  fellow^beings." 

This  petition  was  successful.  The  legislature,  it  seems,  by  this  time 
were  sufficiently  tinctured  with  the  alleviating  propensities  of  the  new 
era  to  turn  a  kind  ear  towards  the  petitioners,  and,  by  an  act  of  March 
20th,  1821,  authorized  the  construction  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  on 
the  principles  of  '*  separate  and  solitary  confinement  at  labour."  It 
was  to  be  built  on  a  grand  scale,  commensurate  with  the  system  of  the 
Bew  philosophy.  **  A  lot,"  therefore,  '*  containing  thirteen  acres,"  was 
purchased,  and  appropriated  for  this  important  purpose.  The  corner* 
stone  was  laid  on  the  22nd  day  of  May,  1823,  Roberts  Vaux  presiding 
over  the-  ceremony. 

We  are  told  that  **  the  design  and  execution  of  this  prison  impart  a 
grave,  severe,  and  awful  character  to  the  external  aspect  of  the  build* 
ing ;  and  that  it  resembles  a  castle  of  the  middle  i^e.  There  were 
three  hundred  and  eleven  cells  completed  in  1835,  the  rest  werenearly 
complete,  which  would  make,  in  the  whole,  six  hundred  and  fi%  I 
The  cost  of  the  building  cannot,  Mr.  Mc  Elwee  says,  be,accurately  aster- 
tained ;  the  original  estimate  was  dOO^OOO  doUars,  th^  money  actually 
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exp^ndid  has  et^oe^dsd  the  Mtim&t^  nearly  SOO^OOO  dollars,  naking  the 
oost  abdttt  800,000  dollars,  and  the  builditig  not  yet  finis&ed.'*   * 

When  a  prisoner  arrites  at  this  New  Bastille,  his  hair  is  closely 
trimmed;  he  is  elothed  in  the  prison  dress,  a  hood  is  drawn  over  his 
face,  and  he  is  conducted  to  his  cell ;  the  hood  is  then  taken  off,  and  he 
is  left  to  the  horfors  of  solitnde.  But  this  is  not  all,  for  the  alleviators 
have  still  iUrther  improved  the  art-^they  have  their  extrajadicial 
punishment;  No<  9  of  which  is  the  ^* dungeon  and  excessive  depriva* 
tiOfl  of  ibod/'    It  is  carried  out  in  the  following  manner*  to  wit  i-^ 

**  The  prisoner  is  l<xAced  up  in  total  darkness,  with  nothing  but  a 
blanket  to  cover  him,  uid  in  some  eases  he  is  even  deprived  of  thi^^ — 
No  bed  is  allowed  him— he  is  allowed  eight  ounces  of  bread  and  some 
water  every  twenty-^four  hours.  His  sufferings  are  intense ;  fears  are 
entertained  that,  in  some  instances,  the  physical  and  moral  man  sink 
under  the  rigour  of  this  illegal  puritive  discipline.  It  is  said  one  man, 
remarkably  active,  athletic,  and  vigorous,  was  taken  odt  of  the  dark  celi 
little  removed  from  otl  idiot,  his  nervous  system  unstrung,  and  in  a  few 
months  his  sorrow  and  his  crimes  found  a  common  grave.  One  con- 
vict was  kept  in  this  situation  for  forty-two  days ;  on  the  evening  of  that 
day  one  of  the  keepers  was  attracted  to  his  cell  by  repeated  knookings 
at  his  WHiket ;  on  looking  into  the  cell  the  convict  exhibited  every  symp- 
tom of  delirium  produced  by  starvation ;  he  was  on  his  knees,  his  eyes 
foiling  in  phrensy,  and  his  fimme  reduced  to  a  skeleton  by  the  severity 
Of  his  punishmeht.  On  the  keeper  inquiring  why  he  had  knocked,  the 
miserable  boy  held  out  his  little  tin  cup,  and  said,  *  My  father  told  me  to 
knock  to  get  a  little  musk.'  The  keeper,  in  violation  of  discipline,  gave 
him  some  bread,  and  next  morning  reported  his  case  to  the  physician, 
who  entered  on  his  jourtial,  No.  132, '  weak  from  starvation.'  Notwith- 
standing this  entry,  thepi^sonef  was  not  released,  and,  on  the  second  day 
after,  the  keeper  again  reported  the  Case  lo  the  physician,  who  entered 
on  his  journal,  after  having  examined  the  prisoner's  health,  *  suffering 
from  starvation/  He  was  then  released  by  order  of  the  warden  in  so 
emaciated  a.  state  that  he  had  to  be  supported  from  the  dungeon  to  his 
cell  by  two  men.  Tlie  keeper  Who  performed  this  humane  act  was 
subsequently  discharged  from  the  Penitentiary  for  testifying  to  the  truth 
before  the  Board  of  Inspectors. 

**  No.  4 — Is  an  absolute  deprivation  of  food.  It  is  said  one  prisoner, 
named  Kyser,  No.  66,  experienced  this  deprivation  for  six  successive 
days ! ! 

•*No.  5.  Dtttfcn^.— This  punishment  is  iitflicted  by  suspending  the 
t)ffender  from  the  yard-wall  by  the  wrists,  and  drenching  him  with 
water,  poured  on  his  head  from  buckets.    The  degree  of  the  severity  of 
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this  paniidmient  depended  on  the  state  of  the  atmoephere.  If  tempcnile« 

the  incenvenience  was  moderate.  In  the  case  of  Seneca  Flinily  tha 
weather  was  iotensdy  cold ;  he  was  in  a  statci  of  nudity,  and  icicles  ^med 
on  his  hair»  and  his  penon  was  incrusted  'With  ice.  He  must  hat* 
endured  much  misery;. 

''  No.  6.  The  TranquUUsing  Chair. — Constructed  of  jplanka :  the  pri^i^ 
soner  was  placed  in  this  chair,  his  arms  abo? e  his  elbows  were  &stenad 
by  straps  to  the  back  of  the  chair.  A  strap  was  passed  round  his  body 
through  holes  in  the  chair^  and  fastened  there ;  his  hands  irere  linked 
together  by  handcu^fe ;  straps  were  passed  round  the  ancles  and  firmly 
fastoied  to  the  tower  part  of  the  chair;  he  had  no  resting  place  for  hk 
feet,  there  being  no  fooi-board.  It  was  impossible  for  an  inditidual 
thus  manacled  to  moye  imy  part  of  his  body  or  limbs ;  the  pain  mail 
have  been  intense,  and  yet  persons  have  been  beateh  while  in  this  paitl« 
ftd  and  helpless  p<»8ture  \  whto  released  the  arms  and  legs  are  swelled  to 
a  frightful  extent. 

^*  No.  7.  Strait  Jacket, — It  consists  of  a  pieee  of  sack*bagging  eloth 
of  three  thicknesses,  with  pocket-holes  §&t  the  admiesion  of  the  hands  in 
the  front  part  of  the  inside ;  in  the  back  part  rows  of  eyelet-holes  werl 
worked  similar  to  those  in  a  lady's  ebrset,  though  of  gteater  dimeuftions  | 
the  jacket  was  foreed  over  the  head  of  the  prisoner^  and  his  hands 
inserted  in  the  pockets ;  it  was  then  laced  tighdy  bdiind  with  a  eord, 
half  an  inch  in  diameter,  the  collar  fitted  about  the  tieck,  but  the  head 
was  left  free ;  it  was  kept  on  the  culprit  from  four  to  eight  or  nine 
hours.  They  have  been  so  tightly  laced,  that  their  necks  and  faees  were 
black  with  congealed  blood,  their  hands  became  numbed,  and  in  one 
instance  the  convict  lost  the  use  of  his  hand ;  when  undergoing  this 
punishment,  men  of  the  stoutest  nerve  will  shriek  as  if  on  the  rack. . 
/  **  No.  8.  The  Iron  Gag — Resembles  the  stiff  bit  of  a  blind  bridle, 
having  an  iron  palet  in  tiie  centre  about  an  inch  square,  and  chains  at 
each  end  to  pass  round  the  neck  and  fasten  behind.  This  was  placed 
in  the  prisoner's  mouth,  the  iron  palet  over  his  tongue,  the  bit  forced 
in  as  far  as  possible,  the  chains  brought  round  the  jaws  to  the  back  of 
the  neck ;  the  end  of  one  chain  is  passed  through  the  ring  in  the  end  of 
the  other  chain,  drawn  tight  to  the  fourth  link  and  fastened  with  a  lock; 
his  hands  were  then  forced  into  leather  gloves  in  which  were  iron 
staples,  and  crossed  behind  his  back ;  leather  straps  were  passed  thrmigh 
the  staples,  and  from  thence  round  the  chains  of  the  gi^  between  hia 
neck  and  the  chdins  ;  the  straps  were  drawn  tight,  the  hands  forced  up 
towards  the  head,  and  pressure  consequently  acting  on  the  chains  which 
press  on  the  jaws  and  jugular  vein,  producing  excruciating  paiii^  and  a 
baraidous  stbSUsion  of  blood  to  the  head.  By  the  amplication  o^  tins 
infernal  contritanoe  Maccumsey  Was  deprived  of  life^  and  many  others 
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ti»liiroA  becloud.  iHimftn- eaduruice.    The  Spftniah  iBCpashiiQikctiiiiot 

igcbikk  n  nore  fearful  mode  of  torture/' 

The:  preceding  ^etaUa  of  the  ^^discipline  and  econon^"  of  the  Eastoa 
Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania  are  taken  fi?om  the  atateaieBt,  &c«, 
vhich  I  have  alluded  to  in  a  former  part  of  this  letter.  This  work 
was  edited  by  Mr.  Mc  Elwee,  who  was  then,  and  now  is,  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  and  was  one  of  the  oemiaitlee  appointed  by 
that  assembly  to  examine  into  the  complaints  that  were  made  against 
the  conduct  of  the  warden  of  the  said  Penitentiary ••  It  is  he  that  has 
given  us  the  description  of  the  above  mode  of  tortunng,  which  the 
society  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of  public  prisons,  and  for  the  prMDot-* 
ing  the  happiness  of  their  fellow-beings,  highly  approve  of;  and  this 
very  warden,  of  whom  you  will  hear  more  by-and-by,  is  a  very  disCin- 
guiehed  member  of  that  .society,  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  eommifl-' 
sioners,  whose  name  is  engraved  on,  the  metal  pl^te  whioh  is  deposited 
in  the  corner-stone. 

This  warden,  before  his  honours  came  so  thick  upon  him,  failed  in 
business,  and  his  unfortunate  creditors  suffered  a  loss  of  70,000  dpllars* 
He  could  not  manage  his  own  concerns,  yet  he  was  deemed  a  Et  and 
proper  person  to  manage  those  of  the  public ;  and  the  way  in  which  he 
has  done  this  will  be  seen  from  the  following  abridged  evidence :  my 
space  will  not  admit  of  the  whole,  but  you  can  depend  upon  the  cor* 
rectness  of  it  as  far  as  it  goes. 

The  charges  against  him  and  his  agents  were  --* 

Licentious,  immoral,  and  indecent  conversation,  gross  personal 
familiarities,  and  others  that  are  too  obscene  to  be  named  in  this  letter. 

2.  Embezzlement,  &c. 

3.  Cruel  and  unusual  punishment  inflicted  by  order  of  the  warden* 

4.  Carousing  and  dancing  late  at  night  within  the  walls,  intoxiic^tion, 
habitual  intercourse  with  lewd  and  depraved  persons. 

5.  A  frequent  and  illegal  practice  in  the  treatment  of  convicts  by  the 
warden. 

The  following  is  the  testimony  taken  before  tlie  Committee  of  the 

Legislature^  at  Philadelphia. 

James  Torry^  sworn. — "  Mr.  Wood  appointed  me  gatekeeper.  I  have 
seen  Mrs.  Blundin,  and  her  maid  Ann  Connelly,  take  out  molasset, 
potatoes,  and  soft  soap ;  I  told  Mr.  Wood,  Aud  he  stopped. it. 

*'  It  u^iglit  he  a  week  after  Ih^t,  Mr.  Wood  wished  me  to.  cease  to  be 
gal^keeper,  and  to  go  up  to  centre  house,  and  be  a  watchman :  I  tl^inl^ 
he  spoke  about  raising  my  wages  if  I  woujd  go  up* . 

'^  I. spoke  to  Mr.  Wood  twice  about  Mrs.  Blundin  and  the  cajrriage* 
driver,  ^nd  th^ir,  strutting  themselves  up  in  his  bed-room.   I. saw  them 
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cwne  ovi  of  the  room  di»k  at  Bight,  two  hwars  at  least  after  they  w«nt 
in. — I  told  Mr.  Wood;  I  said  to  him,  I  know  no  way  of  stoppii^g 
«iidi  carryings  on,  but  to  discharge  them.  He  said  he  had  a  way  of 
doing  basmess  himself,  and  he  would  stop  it  himself. 

"Tferc  were  some  dinners  or  entertainments  given  by  Wood,  while 
I  was  there,  inside  the  walls. — I  have  seen  some  of  the  convicts  cooking 
in  Wood*s  private  kitchen ;  they  were  females," 

Leonard  Fhleger^  sworn. — "  I  have  been  employed  in  the  Penitcn- 

tiary ;  I  remained  there  until  April  last.     I  knew  a  prisoner  by  the 

name  of  Matthias  Maccumsey ;    I  recollect  the  time  when  he  died ; 

I  saw  the  inm  gag  put  upon  him ;   it  M'as  put  upon   him  by  Mr. 

Wood's  orders.    Mr.  Wood  called  to  me;   he  told  me  to  go  and 

assist  putting  on  the  gag;    I  went  to  the  man's  cell  with  William 

Baen  and  Richard  Blundin;  Richard  drew  up  a  stool,  and  told  the 

man  to  sit  down ;  told  him  to  open  his  mouth ;  he  opened  his  mouth 

as  wide  as  he  could,  but  did  not  open  it  as  wide  as  pleased  Blun* 

din,    and  he  took  his  fist   and  struck  him  under  the  chin;    I  told 

him  not  to  strike  the  man ;  he  had  cut  his  tongue  with  his  teeth,  and  his 

mouth  began  to  bleed ;  he  repeated  the  blow,  and  I  again  told  him  not 

to  do  it,  that  he  would  hurt  him ;  he  did  so  the  third  time.     While  I 

was  telling  him  the  last  time,  Mr:  Wood  came  to  the  wicket-door ;  he 

said, '  Give  it  to  him,  the  rascal,  give  it  to  him  pretty  well.'    Before  this, 

Richard  went  and  got  a  stick  about  as  thick  as  a  quill,  and  put  it 

through  the  chain,  and  said,  *  I'll  give  him  the  fourth  link  this  time.' 

Then  there  was  a  large  broad  leather  strap  put  upon  the  hands,  the  hands 

put  behind  the  back,  the  strap  put  through  the  staples  of  the  wrist,  then 

jfastened  to  the  chain  behind  the  neck,  and  his  hands  and  head  drawn 

together  backwards.     I  left  him  in  that  situation,  locked  up  the  cell,  and 

went  away.    In  about  twenty  minutes'  time,  Silas  S.  Steel  was  then  in 

Maccumsey's  cell,  and  called  to  me  to  come  and  see  this  man ;  I  went 

to  the  cell ;  the  man  got  on  his  knees ;  begged  to  me  for  God's  sake  to 

take  it  off;  he  spoke  so  as  I  could  understand  him,  though  I  had  hard 

work  to  do  so;  I  told  him  it  was  out  of  my  power,  I  dare  not  do  it;  I 

went  to  Baen,  and  told  him  that  that  man  could  never  stand  that  thing 

in  the  world;  he  said,  ^  I'll  go  and  tell  Richard — I  can't  take  it  off;'  I 

went  about  my  work,  fixing  the  grate-doors,  and  plugging  them  with , 

lead.     In  about  fifteen  minutes  after,  I  saw  them  running  to  the  cell^-* 

Steel  and  Griffiths     I  ran  there  too.     When  I  came  there,  they  had  the 

man  on  the  floor,  and  were  slapping  his  hands,  and  on  the  cheek,  to 

bring  him  to.    The  man  was  dead ;  he  never  came  to  afterwards.     He 

was  struck  in  both  l^s  and  both  arms  with  the  lancet,  and  only  drops 

came  out.    When  I  got  there  last  the  gag  was  off;  I  did  not  see  it 

then.    Where  the  gt^  had  been  ro\md  il^  pec)c  it  was  purple,    Mr.- 
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Wood  was  there*  I  thinki  or  came  tbeie  immediately.  Th#y  aU  retiied 
except  myself  and  Steel*  and  we  rejnaiiied  working  at  the  man  for  an 
houT)  to  revive  hiin.  Steel  nearly  faintedi  rubbing  him.  Before  Mr. 
Wood  left  the  cell,  he  told  all  the  men  to  ^eep  their  own  secrets,  till  ha 
would  see  what  course  to  pursue. 

*^  This  man  was,  I  gues8»  about  fifty ;  he  said  he  had  a  family  oi 
eight  children  ;  he  was  a  tol^ahly  stout  man ;  he  had  not  been  sick,  but 
always  appeared  like  as  if  he  was  deranged  in  his  mind.  This  gag 
had  been  used  upon  him  before ;  I  saw  it  on  him  once  before ;  it  was 
then  on  him  something  like  nine  hoursi  He  spoke  to  another  prisoner 
through  the  grate,  and  for  that  offence  the  gag  was  applied.  He  never 
resisted  with  any  violence  at  any  time  the  officers  of  the  institution ;  he 
was  never,  to  anybody,  that  I  heard,  abusive  in  his  language. 

**  He  was  buried  from  the  prison ;  they  came  for  him  just  at  dark,  after 
all  the  men  had  left,  with  a  coffin  in  a  close  hack.  There  had  been  no 
coroner's  inquest  held  over  him. 

**  I  know  Mrs.  Blundin ;  she  said  she  was  engaged  as  ma- 
tron ;  I  have  seen  her  in  company  with  Wood ;  I  saw  them  together  at 
about  nine  o'clock  at  night ;  they  were  alone ;  they  were  standing  talk- 
ing together ;  they  remained  there  for  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour  $ 
no  lamps  were  near  where  they  were ;  I  left  them  there  when  I  went  to 
a  prisoner's  knock ;  I  have  seen  them  sitting  at  a  distance  from*  each 
other,  beckoning  and  making  signs  to  each  other ;  there  was  nobody  by. 

**  I  saw  some  prisoners,  other  ones,  that  I  thought  were 

treated  very  ill;  Nos.  61,  132, 148. 

*^  No.  61  had  thrown  back  a  hand-brush  which  was  thrown  into  his 
yard.  I  went  along  with  Blundin  and  Mayall,  who  took  the  jacket  to 
put  it  on  him  ;  I  put  it  on  him,  and  I  laced  it  up,  as  I  thought,  suffi- 
ciently to  punish  him — to  make  him  uneasy.  Blundin  said,  *  Let  me  have 
at  him ;'  he  took  hold  of  the  cords,  ran  his  face  and  head  against  a  rough 
stone  wall,  put  his  knee  in  the  small  of  his  back,  and  jammed  atad  hauled 
with  all  his  strength,  until  the  prisoner  said,  'Oh!  don't  break  my 
back.' '  He  took  him  to  a  dungeon,  and  kept  that  jadcet  on  him  during 
the  forenoon,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ;  he  kept  him  there  for  a  con- 
siderable time  on  half  a  pound  of  bread  by  the  twenty-four  hours. 
I     '*  This  prisoner  offered  no  violence  to  any  one  iu  my  presence. 

"  No.  132  was  kept  forty- two  days  upon  half  a  pound  of  bread  a-day. 

*'  No.  148  was  a  hearty,  robust  negro ;  he  was  put  into  a  dungeon  or 
dark  cell,  and  kept  for  a  great  length  of  time;  he  looked  like  a  ghost 
when  he  came  out,  and  never  was  hearty  afterwards ;  hiis  allowance  was 
eight  ounces  of  bread  for  twenty^four  hodrs.  My  conscience  permits  me 
to  say  that  he  was  in  this  dungeon  ndt  less  than  twenty  days.  He  hud 
been  punished  frequently  before,  and  had  had  thi  gag  on  him. 
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*^  The  Bllowance  was  the  «ame  wiih  all-put  in  dungeons." 

SUas  S.  Steel,  upon  being  called,  leas  objected  to  by  the  committee, 
on  the  ground  of  his  not  believing  in  the  Bible.  On  his  examination  as 
to  his  bdief,  he  said,  '^  I  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  I  believe 
in  the  accountability  of  the  soul  for  crimes  and  sinft  done  in  this  life  to 
the  Deity.  Of  the  crimes  and  sins  of  this  life,  I  think  they  must  inevita- 
bly be  punished  in  another  world.  I  believe  I  certainly  shall  be  pun- 
ished for  crimes  and  sms,  either  in  this  life  or  the  life  to  come.*' 

Witness  was  then  sworn  on  the  New  Testament.^-*-"  I  was  employed 
in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary.  My  functions  were,  to  distribute  medi- 
cine as  prescribed  by  the  physiciw.  I  was  employed  by  Mr.  Wood. 
I  was  recommended  by  Dr.  Franklin  Bache ;  he  was.  the  physician 
attached  to  the  institution.  I  am  with  him  now,  as  an  assistant 
in  his  chemical  laboratory.  I  left  the  Penitentiary  in  December, 
1833.  I  recollect  Maccumsey ;  he  died,  I  think,  in  the  latter  part  of 
June,  1833.  The  first  I  recollect  of  it  was,  that  the  keeper,  Baen, 
called  me  to  look  at  him ;  he  opened  the  wicket  of  the  cell.  I  saw  him 
down  upon  his  knees,  before  the  tvicket^  with  a  gag  on,  and  his  hands 
behind  him.  I  thought  the  man  was  in  a  wretched  condition ;  the  blood* 
vefeeels'of  his  neck  appeared  very  much  distended,  or  filled  with  blood ; 
all  the  flesh  i  could  s6e  bore  the  appearance  of  cos^lated  or  congested 
blood.  I  believe  tears  of  water  were  falling  from  his  eyes.  He  tried  to 
speak,  but  1  could  not  understand  anything  distinctly,  from  the  pressuro 
of  the  gag.  Mr.  Baen  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  it.  I  told  him  I 
thought  the  man  was  in  great  agoiiy.  I  wait  away  to  my  own  passage; 
About  five  or  six  minutes  after,  1  obs^ved  a  running  to  where  the  pri* 
soner  was,  of  some  of  the  under-officers.  Mr.  Wood  came  running  to 
me,  and  asked  me  for  a  bottle  of  ammonia.  I  got  it,  and  followed  him 
to  the  cell.  The  prisoner  was  lying  on  his  back  cm  the  floor;  the 
gag  was  taken  off.  I  observed  several  of  the  officers  rubbing  him.  Mr. 
Wood  applied  the  mouth  of  the  bottle  of  ammonia  to  his  nostrils.  A 
rein  of  one  of  the  arms  had  been  opened.  Mr.  Wood  poured  some  am- 
nM>niaon  his  chest,  and  rubbed  him  for  a  considerable  time.  1  put  my 
hand  to  his  heart ;  I  could  perceive  no  motion.  I  told  Mr.  Wood  to  do 
the  same.  He  did  so.  I  then  put  my  ear  to  his  heart.  I  got  up,  and 
observed,  that  the  man  was  gone ;  that  the  spirit  had  fled.  Mr.  Wood 
left  us  at  this  time,  in  a  hurried  manner,  telhng  us,  *  Keep  your  own 
secrets,'  or  something  amilar,  *  and  save  him  if  you  can.'  After  Mr. 
Wood  left,  we  worked  at  him  a  while,  and  finally  gave  up,  as  he  was 
dead." 

Phitip  Halm,  sworn.— ^'^  1  was  employed  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary 
asov^seer.  1  went  in  1829.  I  was  invited  to  come  there  by>Mr. 
Wood.  ...  I  recollect  an  idiot  prisoner  by  the  name  of  Sefieea  PUsa* 
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ley.  The  last  punishment  I  recollect  inflicting  on  him  was  by  the 
8hower*bath.  A  rope  was  fastened  to  his  hands ;  it  was  passed  over  the 
wall  of  the  exercising-yard.  One  would  hold  the  rope  tight,  and  the 
water  was  poured  down  on  his  head  from  off  the  roof  of  the  exercising* 
yard.  It  was  poured  out  of  buckets.  We  considered  him  an  idiot."  . 
William  Gr\ffUhj  sworn. — ^'*  I  have  been  employed  in  the  Peni- 
tentiary as  overseer  of  the  shoemaking  department;  I  went  in  1831, 
and  remained  till  1833.  I  went  there  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Wood. 
I  knew  Matthias  Maccumsey ;  I  think  I  did  see  Mr.  Wood  himself 
inflict  personal  violence  once  on  Maccumsey.  We  went  to  his  cell, 
found  him  in  bed :  Mr.  Wood  in  going  picked  up  a  piece  of  board  an 
inch  or  inch  and  half  wide,  and  a  foot  or  two  long.  Wood  ordered 
him  to  get  up  and  put  on  his  clothes;  he  was  a  little  slow  about 
getting  up.  Mr.  Wood  pulled  the  clothes  off  him,  and  began  to  beat 
him  with  that  board ;  he  put  on  liis  pantaloons  and,  may  be,  jacket, 
and  put  the  hood  over  his  head— a  cap  that  covers  the  whole  head — 
and  we  began  to  lead  him  to  the  dark  cell.  He  attempted,  in  going 
across,  to  get  the  hood  off  his  head ;  Mr.  Wood  then  picked  up  a  piece 
of  board,  probably  three  or  four  feet  in  length,  and,  whenever  Maccumsey 
would  attempt  to  get  the  cap  off,  he  would  strike  him  pretty  smartly 
over  the  head,  shoulders,  and  arms,  with  the  board.  When  we  got  into 
the  yard  of  the  dark  cell,  Maccumsey  was  very  much  opposed  to  going 
in  :  finally,  we  threw  him  down  and  dragged  him  into  the  cell.  I  came 
out  first  after  getting  him  in,  Mr.  Wood  came  out  second ;  when  the 
watchman  attempted  to  come  out,  Maccumsey  got  hold  round  his  leg 
and  held  fast  to  it ;  he  succeeded  in  getting  his  hands  outside,  and 
getting  hold  of  the  door-jam ;  I  caught  hold  of  his  hand,  intending  to 
break  his  hold  and  put  him  back  again.  Mr.  Wood  said,  *  Let  him  come 
out,  the  rascal,  he  could  fix  him ;'  accordingly  he  came  out,  too  strong 
for  the  watchman.  Mr.  Wood  fell  to  beating  him  with  the  strip  of 
board  he  had  in  his  hand ;  I  myself  threw  him  down  several  times ;  as 
soon  as  he  was  down,  the  watchman  would  pounce  upon  him,  and 
Mr.  Wood  would  fall  to  kicking  him  and  stamping  him  in  the  face  : 
he  would  soon  succeed  in  getting  up  again.  After  he  had  pretty  well 
worried  out  himself,  Mr.  Wood  offered  me  the  board  and  told  me  to 
let  the  rascal  have  it  well ;  I  refused  to  take  it,  made  no  reply ;  this 
continued  on  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  twenty  minutes,  till  both 
Wood  and  watchman  were  tired  out.  Mr.  Wood  toW  the  watchman  to 
go  and  get  a  cowskin  and  more  help,  and  said,  *  I'll  give  it  to  the 
rascal ;'  the  watchman  went,  shut  the  gate.  As  soon  as  he  had  gone, 
I  caught  hold  of  Maccumsey,  knocked  up  his  heels,  dragged  him  into 
thft  cell)  and  shut  the  door  on  him.  His  face  next  morning  was  as 
U«ck  tis  [my  hat,  his  eyeci  entirely  sweUedj  shut ;  be  'was  deprived  of 
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eyesight  for  several  days.  He  did  uot  strike  any  of  ub  to  my  recol- 
lectiony  he  had  no  weapons  of .  any  sort  in  his  hands,  or  within. his 
reach.  I  think  he  was  kept  in  the  dark  cell  two  weeks  or  more  oo 
eight  ounces  of  bread  and  water." 

This  witness  then  goes  on  it)  describe  the  death- scene  of  Maccumsey, 
'which  agrees,  in  every  particular,  with  the  foregoing  evidence.  He 
then  speaks  of  Seneca  Plimly,  and  says,  "  One  excessive  cold  morning, 
the  latter  end  of  December,  or  beginning  of  January,  the  man  who.  v^'as 
directed  to  do  this  came  to  me,  and  said  he  had  been  ordered  to  (!uck 
that  man.  They  took  the  prisoner  out  into  the  yard  of  his  cell,  stripped 
him  naked ;  they  attached  a  rope  to  each  wrist,  the  two  ropes  were 
then  thrown  over  the  yard- wall;  one  of  the  men  outside  took  hold  of 
the  ropes  and  held  the  man  up  to  the  wall,  the  other  took  up  a  bucket 
of  water,  went  up  the  ladder,  threw  it  over  the  man,  and  then  came 
down  and  took  another :  they  went  on  to  twelve  or  fourteen  buckets  of 
water.  This  water  froze  to  his  hair — icicles  hanging  to  his  h&ir*  After 
they  got  through  it,  they  were  going  to  put  on  his  dirty,  filthy  clothes 
they  had  taken  off.  I  went  up  into  the  centre  building,  asked  Mr. 
Halm  and  Mr.  Blundin,  and  1  think  Isaac  Cox  was  there,  whether  they 
intended  that  man  should  have  his  wet  clothes  put  on  (I  think  nobody 
in  particular  had  charge  of  that  block) ;  they  answered  me  it  was 
Mr.  Wood's  orders,  and  they  could  not  interfere  with  it.  I  went 
immediately  and  got  dry  clothes  for  the  man,  saying  that  he  should  have 
dry  clothes  if  I  was  forced  to  leave  the  establishment  in  an  hour's 
time.  I  recollect  a  convict  by  the  name  of  Kling,  No.  77.  I  recollect 
his  being  taken  out  of  his  cell  into  his  yard  in  the  beginning  of  October, 
perhaps  before,  by  John  Daily  and  Dom.  Keating ;  they  scrubbed  him 
with  cold  water,  soft  soap,  and  a  hand-scrub ;  he  had  not  been  for 
some  time  before  that  able  to  get  out  of  his  bed ;  they  carried  bed  and 
him  both  Q|it ;  he  was  from  there  taken  into  another  cell  without  a  yard 
attached  to  it.  It  became  necessary  for  the  man  who  had  chargpe  of 
him  to  put  clothes  under  him  at  different  times ;  in  moving  him  to  do 
this  he  used  to  holloa  most  tremendously  and  awfully — his  holloaing  on 
one  or  two  occasions  brought  Wood  into  his  cell.  I  recollect  Mr.  Wood's 
taking  the  sheet,  or  part  of  it,  and  holding  it  over  his  mouth  to  prevent 
his  holloaing ;  he  could  not  effect  it,  and  he  took  the  towel  and  put  a 
part  of  it  in  his  mouth ;  he  died  shortly  after  that*  At  the  time  he  was 
scrubbed  he  was  very  filthy  and  dirty,  being  unable  to  get  out  of  his 
bed.  I  should  suppose  the  dirt  on  him  could  have  been  taken  off  with  a 
cloth  and  a  little  warm  water* 

'^  I  saw  the  gag  applied  to  a  yellow  boy  called  Sam ;  it  was  applied 
by  Mr.  Wood's  orders.  Sam  was  mischievous ;  he  was  employed  «4 
winding  bobbin,  and  wasted  his  yarn.    I  was  also  seat  in  company  with 
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one  John  Harrey  to  put  it  on  a  bliek  boy^  No.  96 :  Mr.  Wood  sent 
me.  He  vbs  in  the  habit  of  wasting  his  thread  and  leather  at  shoe- 
making,  and  the  more  particular  oflflmce  was,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
holloaing  and  singing.  We  drew  it  upon  bim,  if  my  recoUeetion  seryes 
me,  to  the  fourth  link :  I  held  the  hoy  and  Harvey  put  it  on.  As  soon 
as  I  let  go  of  him  he  fell,  and  b^an  floundng  about  the  floor,  simikr 
to  a  chicken  with  its  head  cut  off.  I  got  hold  of  him  as  quick  aa 
possible,  and  held  him  while  Harvey  took  it  off ;  he  appeared  to  be 
strangling,  the  blood  and  slabber  began  to  run  out  of  his  mouth  pretty 

freely. 

**  In  the  course  of  my  examination  before  the  inspestors,  I  think  I 
was  interrupted  and  prevented  by  two  of  them  at  least.  Mr.  John 
Bacon  was  the  first  to  interrupt  me ;  it  was  in  answer  to  some  questions 
put  to  me  respecting  Mr.  Wood  and  Mrs.  Blundin.  In  mentioning  it, 
Mr.  Bacon  observed  to  me,  ^  Beware,  sir,  you  are  now  impeaching  my 
friend,  Samuel  R.  Wood;  bringing  in  question  his  moral  character:' 
that  ended  then.  In  going  to  answer  another  question  put  by  some  one 
of  the  board,  Mr.  Bradford  objected  to  it.  After  some  conversation  of 
the  board,  in  which  I  thought  the  matter  was  settled,  I  went  on  to 
answcar  the  question :  Mr.  Bradford  turned  round  to  me  and  said, 
*  How  date  you,  without  my  permission,  answer  that  question  ?'  That 
was  all  that  I  recollect. 

Judge  Charles  S.  Coxe^  imom.-"**  I  have  been  an  inspector  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  and  do  not  know  but  that  I  am  still;  I  have 
tendered  my  resignation  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  have 
received  no  notice  of  its  acceptance.  I  am  unable  to  say  when  or  how, 
exactly,  I  first  became  acquainted  with  the  existence  of  the  gag.  The 
first  person  I  ever  saw  under  it  was  the  name  of  Nameless ;  he  had 
refiised  to  give  his  name.  On  seeing  him  with  the  gag  on  him,  I 
asked  the  reason,  and  was  informed  that  he  had  spoken  through  the 
empty  privy  pipes  to  a  prisoner  adjoining ;  he  had  given  his  name  to 
the  other  prisoner  as  Hunter.  The  man,  when  I  saw  him,  could  not, 
of  course,  apeak ;  he  was  walking  up  and  down :  I  observed  a  smile 
upon  his  countenance.  Afterwards  I  asked  to  see  that  gag ;  it  was 
shown  to  me  by  Richard  Blundin.  I  remember  intimating  to  Mr. 
Blundin  that  such  an  instrument  should  not  be  used  without  the 
authority  of  the  physician ;  he  told  me  that  Dr.  Bache  had  seen  it ;  that 
he  did  not  think  it  sufficiently  efficacious.  My  impression  is  that  this 
infarraation  was  corroborated  by  the  warden.  I  saw  the  body  of  a  man 
on  whom  it  was>lleged  the  gag  had  been  used ;  after  his  death  I  asked 
for  the  gag,  and  was  told  that  it  had  been  thrown  away.  I  don*t  know 
how  I  can  describe  his  face  other  than  by  comparing  it  to  the  face  of  a 
man  who  had  hanged  himself  with  a  hank  of  yam  in  the  Penitentiary ; 
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the  «ppeftrftiide8  were  the  fame,  partieiiltrly  aboTe  the  mouth ;  hk  cyci 
piotraded  irom  his  head.  I  was  the  prewdutg  officer  of  the  board  at 
the  time  William  Griffith  was  examined.  This  oceurreace  took  place 
when  he  arrived  at  that  part  of  hia  evidenee  in  which  he  ipoke  against 
the  warden ;  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Bacon,  one  of  the  inspectors, 
who  addvessed  to  him  language  to  this  eflfect— *  Sir,  Mr.  Wood  is  my 
personal  Iriend,  and  I  will  communicate  to  him  anything  that  you  say ; 
I  will  not  hear  him  abused :'  something  to  this  effect.  I  can't  recollect 
in  answer  to  whom  Griffith  was  replying.  I  remember  turning  to  him 
-^he  appeared  a  good  deal  abashed  and  agitated  by  the  remark^-aad  I 
said  to  him,  ^  Remember,  you  are  on  your  oath ;  sfieak  the  truth,  and 
fear  no  man.'    It  somewhat  re-assured  him. 

**  I  opposed  the  form  of  proceeding,  on  the  '7th  July,  1834,  as  to  ac* 
quitting  the  warden.    I  considered  the  investigation  in  the  nature  of  an 
information  given  to  a  magistrate,  or  of  an  examination  preliminary  to 
an  investigation,  and  not  as  a  trial ;  and  that  our  proceedings  were  to 
ascertain  whether  there  ought  to  be  a  trial  of  those  charged,  and  not 
whether  the  party  was  guilty  or  not  guilty :  that  is,  whether  there  were 
probable  grounds  for  trial.    The  form  in  which  the  question  was  pro- 
posed was,  substantially,  whether  Mr.  Wood  was  guilty  or  not  guilty.  I 
had  not  heard  Mr.  Wood's  defence,  for  he  had  not  been  put  upon  his 
trial,  and  therefore  I  could  not  pronounce  upon  his  guilt;  and  I  was  of 
opinion  that  the  charges  were  of  sufficient  importance  to  put  the  accused 
on  his  trial,  and  to  bring  him  and  the  witnesses  face  to  face ;  I  there- 
fore proposed  this  resolution,  which  had  been  proposed  on  a  former 
occasion :—'  Resolved,  That  a  fair  investigation,  under  oath  or  affirma 
tion,  into  the  abuses  alleged  to  exist  in  this  institution,  be  entered  upon, 
and  that  the  witnesses  and  the  aceused  be  allowed  to  be  present,  and 
meet  each  other  face  to  faee.'      This  was  ofiered  as  a  substitute  for  the 
one  o£Rered  by  Mr.  John  Bacon.     I  was  prepared,  and  thought  it  a  duty 
to  the  committee,  myself,  and  to  all  coneerned  in  the  institution,  that 
such  an  investigation  should  take  place :  it  was  therefore  that  I  offered 
that.    Nobody  sedondod  it,  and  on  that  ground  it  was  disregarded.     I 
asked  to  have  it  pnt  on  the  minutes.     I  was  told  that  it  could  not  be 
dmie.    They  spoke  of  parliamentary  rules,  and  that  the  only  way   I 
could  pronounce  my  Opinion  was  to  say,  whether  Wood  was  guilty  or 
not;  and  I  would  rather  have  cut  my  hand  off  than  say  he  was  guilty 
without  hearing  him. 

^  Dr,  Frankiin  Baehe,  sworn.—"  I  am  the  physician ;  have  been  so 
since  the  institution  was  opened,  in  October,  1829.  I  recollect  a  priso- 
ner who  had  something  the  matter  with  his  hip-joint.  The  one  I  allude 
to  died  in  the  prison.  I  think  he  was  confined  constantly  in  bed.  He 
came  to  the  Penitentiary  in  a  state  of  lameness  that  required  his  being 


32  STATB  PaiSOm  of  Pn^fl¥LVANIA. 

carried  to  his  cell.  He  muBt  have  been  all  the  time  aa  tiie  sick  \k 
don't  recollect ;  indeed  I  might  aay  that  I  at  no  time  authorised 
taken  oat  of  his  bed  into  the  yard  of  his  cell»  and  scrabbed  with  a  hand- 
brush.  I  made  a  post-mortem  examination  of  Kliug.  I  think  his 
back  was  excoriated  or  ulcerated,  which  is  yery  common  in  patients 
that  have  been  bed-ridden  for  months.  I  recollect  that  I  saw  a  man 
whose  head  bore  the  appearance  of  being  extremely  beaten  or  bruised. 

<'  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  directed  or  sanetioned  that  cold 
buckets  of  water  should  be  thrown  upon  a  prisoner  from  a  height,  when 
he  was  fastened  to  the  wall,  in  winter.  I  remember  an  idiot  of  the 
name  of  Seneca  Plii^ly.  I  understand  that  he  was  treated  in  that  way» 
but  did  not  see  it.  I  did  not  at  any  time  before  that  authorise  that  treat«- 
ment.  I  disapprove  of  that  mode  of  treatment.  On  the  ocoision  that 
that  prisoner  was  ducked  in  very  cold  weather  I  happened  to  be  at  tiie 
Penitentiary.  My  feelings  were  very  much  excited,  and  Mr.  Bacon 
being  at  the  Penitentiary  I  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject,  stating  to  him 
how  cruel  and  unjustifiable  I  thought  the  course  was.  I  wished  him  to 
speak  to  the  warden  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Bacon  agreed  with  me  as 
regarded  the  procedure,  and  said  it  would  never  do,  or  words  to  that 
efiect." 

Isaac  CoXj  sworn. — '^  I  was  employed  in  the  Penitentiary  as  fore- 
man of  the  carpenters.  I  knew  Seneca  Plimly.  I  was  present  at  one 
time  when  he  was  ducked.  It  was  a  very  cold  day — as  cold  as  I  ever 
recollect  it.  I  heard  Mr.  Wood  tell  one  of  the  prisoners,  or  a  man  who 
had  been  a  prisoner  and  was  kept  there  to  work,  to  go  and  duck  him. 
His  name  was  John  Curran.  Curran  was  very  unwilling  to  do  it,  it 
was  so  dreadfully  cold.  Mr.  Wood  was  going  into  town,  and  Curran 
ran  after  him,  between  the  centre  house  and  the  firont.  I  was  coming 
up  from  front  as  they  came  in  contact.  John  asked  hiin  if  he  was  to 
duck  Seneca  that  morning  ?  He  replied :  *  Qo,  and  do  as  I  tell  thee ;'  and 
then  he  went  and  brought  the  water,  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than 
twelve  buckets.  I  stood  by  the  ladder ;  ordered  Curran  to  take  the  ice 
out  so  that  it  should  not  injure  the  man  :  there  was  ice  in  them,  pretty 
thick  on  some  of  the  buckets  ;  iciii^l^  were  hanging  on  his  hair,  all 
round  his  head,  about  one  or  two  inches  long ;  I  hdped  to  untie  him 
after  the  buckets  were  poured.  The  ropes  were  so  frozen,  and  the  wet 
together,  that  we  had  a  difficult  job  to  get  them  off  at  all.  In  tibie  course 
of  my  examination  before  the  inspectors  I  was  interrupted.  When 
Judge  Coxe  put  the  word  to  me,  whether  I  knew  anything  about 
Seneca  being  ducked,  Mr.  Bradford  spoke  and  said,  *  Judge  Coze,  we 
know  all  about  that.'  Then  I  was  also  interrupted  by  three  of  the  Board 
when  I  was  on  questions  about  the  lumber.  Mr.  Wood  got  up  and  went 
to  the  window,  making  a  kind  of  whistle  to  himself,  and  looking  out  to 
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the  fiti^el.     Mr.  Bradford  got  up  also,  turned  his  back  on  the  judge,  and 
made  a  heavy  blow^  nrellmg  blow-like,  through  the  room." 

There  is  here  efddeoee  enough  to  make  one  shudder  at  the  deeds  of 
the  ^  AUeviators,'  and  their  agent  Mr.  Wood.  Let  a  man  be  as  good 
and  as  Tixtuous  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  poor,  where  there  is  a 
Bartile  in  full  operation,  he  is  not  safe  from  becoming  one  of  its  vie- 
tims ;  nay,  he  is  in  the  greater  danger  for  being  honest;  the  thieves  and 
mmderers  faaTing  got  the  upper  hand,  as^exemplified  in  this  very  Peniten- 
tiaty ;  for,  who  will  dispute  that,  if  justice  had  been  donej  Wood  would 
have  undergone  the  exira^judicial  punishment ^  and  have  suffered  as 
nimly  and  Maccumsey  had  done  ?  or  who  will  say  that  he  ought  not  to 
snffisrfor mmder  in  the  ordinary  manner?  Therefore,  while  our  limbs 
are  fvee  from  the  tranquilHser^  and  the  horrid  gag,  and  while  our  eyes 
are  free  irom  the  hood  under  which  we  know  not  how  soon  we  may  be 
eondiicted  to  the  dark  and  solitary  cell,  while  we  are  free  from  these 
thhoigs,  is  the  time  to  contend  against  the  inhuman  wretches. 

I  have  not  given  a  quarter  of  the  evidence  that  the  witnesses 
named,  laid  before  the  committee,  and  which  went  to  prove  the  vile 
deeds  done  in  this  prison ;  and  not  a  twentieth  part  of  the  evidence 
given  in  the  whole.  There  were  sixty-Jive  witnesses  examined,  and  every 
charge  was  provied  to  the  fullest  extent,  without  a  single  set-off,  or  draw- 
back, durii^  the  examination,  which  commenced  on  the  16th  December, 
and  finished  on  the  22d  of  January  following. 

licentious  and  immoral  practices  were  proved  to  exist  among  the 
officersy  agents,  and  females  to  such  an  extent  that  it  could  be  equalled 
by  nothing  but  the  proceedings  of  the  commonest  of  brothels.  I  com- 
menced, by  giving  the  evidence,  touching  the  lewd  conduct  of  Mrs. 
Blundin»  Wood,  and  others,  but  I  found  it  to  be  of  such  an  abominable 
nature  that  I  could  not  sufier  it  to  appear  in  these  letters. 

As  to  embezzlement,  that  was  carried  on  by  wholesale,  and  had 
become  so  common  that  little  or  no  precaution  seems  to  have  been 
taken  about  it.  The  whole  of  Mrs.  Blundin's  relations  outside  as  well 
aa  inside  the  prison,  were  nearly  altogether  kept  out  of  the  public  stores. 
She  kept  boarders  in  the  prison,  and  furnished  her  table  at  the  public 
expense,  and  all  this  with  the  perfect  knowledge  of  her  paramour  Wood. 
She  used  to  send  provisions  to  the  brothels  in  the  city,  and  to  her 
friends  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Wood  did  not  only  countenance 
all  tfaiB,  but  he  plundered  the  stores  himself,  and  applied  them  to  the 
nse  of  his  farm,  and  partnership  concern  to  which  he  belonged. 
The  law  for  regulating  this  prison  says,  that "  no  warden,  underkeeper, 
or  overseer,  shall  at  any  time  be  concerned  or  employed  in  any  other 
busiBeaaf  and  if  he  shall  become  so  concerned,  he  shidl  be  dismissed 
fimi  office."    And  yet  it  was  proved  that  Wood  and  others  had  a  farm, 
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and  that  many  of  tlie  prison  atoiOB  went  for  the  use  of  that  fann ;  that 
he  was  also  in  partnership  with  a  roan  in  the  marble-cutting  busineas, 
and  that  more  of  the  etores  wait  for  that  establiahment*  Upon  the 
whole,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  gaol  in  the  world  ever  exhibited  such 
cruelty,  peculation,  obscenity,  and  the  like,  as  did  this  place  which 
the  *  Alleviators '  told  us  was  to  promote  the  happiness  of  their  fellow 
beings. 

There  were  two  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Russell,  sent 
by  the  British  Gk>vemment  some  time  since,  to  explore  thie  den,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  learn  that  their  report  is  intended  to  induce  their  employera 
to  change  their  system  for  this  of  the  American  *  Alleviators,'  alias 
quakers.  There  are  no  men  on  earth,  I  am  convinced,  that  can  plan 
dungeons  and  gags  to  suoh  a  pitch  of  perfection  as  can  the  new  era 
quakers.  They  are  at  the  bottom  of  every  thing  that  is  infernal ;  they 
encourage  all  sorts  of  villany  that  have  a  tendency  to  cheat,  to  harass, 
to  plunder  the  people ;  and  for  them  no  apology  can  now  be  found* 
When  Barclay  apologised  for  them,  he  said,  ^^  they  would  not  counterfeit 
or  dissemble;  that  they  were  sober,  mortified,  self-denying  Christiana; 
that  they  walked  in  the  strait  way  that  leads  to  life,  and  took  up  the 
cross  of  Christ,  to  die  with  him  to  the  lust  and  perishing  vanities  of 
this  world."  Of  course  I  am  speaking  ci  the  American  Quakers,  and 
of  them  as  a  body. 

This  race  of  dungeon  builders  and  gag  makers  surely  never  can  have 
descended  from  the  Barclay  stock.  .  There  is  nothing  in  his  excellent 
book  but  what  condemns  this  race,  and  leaves  them  without  hope,  if 
they  die  in  their  worse  than  heathen  iniquities*  To  say  nothing  of 
their  cruel  and  murdering  propensities,  would  Barolay  or  Penn  have 
approved  of  j:he  pompous  ceremony  of  laying  a  corner-stone,  even  of  a 
building  that  was  truly  intended  for  a  good  and  humane  purpose,  and 
much  less  to  bury  their  names,  engraved  on  a  plate  of  metal,  under, 
or  in,  the  comer*stone  of  a  place  that  cannot  be  otherwise,  look  at  it 
how  you  will,  than  a  disg^race  to  the  nation? 

J  have  not**-^never  had,  nor  ever  shall  have  any  respect  for  a  man 
that  has  a  taste  for  planning  dungeons,  or  inventing  instruments  of 
torture,  even  for  beasts,  to  say  nothing  of  man.  To  be  sure  the 
deposited  names  are  not  quite  all  the  names  of  quakera;  there  is  <me 
Bradford,  he  that  interrupted  the  witness,  and  gave  such  a  "  heavy 
swelling  blow :  - '  this  dignified  character  graces  another  porauasiott, 
and  preaches  occasionally ;  he  is  a  lawyer  by  profession :  he  defended 
the  mechanics*  bank  against  my  demand  upon  it  for  payment  of  its 
notes.  He  is  about  the  size  of  Sir  John  Falstaff,  and,  with  a  great  deal 
of  impudence,  and  silly  pomposity,  he  every  now  and  then  g^vea  a  eort 
of  porpoise  snort  or  blow,  whidi  the  uritnesa  ^natljr  culled  •  heavy 
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sweiniig  UoW)  and  I  know  of  no  better  name  for  him  hereafter  to  1^ 
known  by  than  Blowing  Bradford. 

I  have  now  to  state  that  which  I  contider  to  be  very  alarming  indeed. 
It  ia,  that  with  all  these  horrid  proofs  before  them,  the  legislative 
assembly  actually  ^*  acquitted  the  persons  implicated  from  all  criminal 
intentions!!!'*  and  compared  Wood**  to  the  celebrated  Howard,  who 
visited  the  prisons  of  foreign  countries,  without  any  other  compensation 
or  reward  than  the  luxury  of  doing  good."  I  call  this  very  alarming, 
because,  if  we  consider  that  that  assembly  represented  the  people,  then  we 
eome  to  the  conclusion  that  we  live  in  a  community  where  murder, 
robbing,  obscenity,  and  the  rest  may  be  practised  without  being 
considered  criminal. 

Mr.  Me  Elwee,  one  of  our  representatives,  and  again  I  say,  one  of 
the  committee  who  investigated  these  charges,  tells  us,  when  speaking 
of  the  report,  that  the  barbarous  ducking  of  Plimly,  and  the  murder  of 
Maccumsey  are  admitted ;  but,  said  he,  *^  the  sponge  is  applied  to  the 
indictment,  and  the  acquittal  of  the  persons  implicated  from  all  criminal 
intention  is  gravely  pronounced,  though  it  was  in  evidence  from  the 
journal  in  the  hand^writing  of  Mr.  Wood,  that  he  himself  had  ordered 
the  application  of  the  gag  and  that  Maccumsey  died  under  its  tortures." 

And  again,  this  excellent  member,  and  truly  good  man,  who  deservea 
the  warmest  thanks  of  every  one  for  his  steady  perseverance  against  the 
designs  to  cloak  and  hide  these  things  from  the  public  view,  in  answer 
to  the  committee  who  wish  to  make  it  out  that  a  common  fit  of  apoplexy 
terminated  the  life  of  Maccumsey,  observes  **  the  committee,  not  content 
with  the  publication  of  this  logical  madness,  suggest  that  which  is  not 
sustained  by  any  part' of  the  testimony.  They  say  in  a  short  time  after 
it  (the  gag)  was  put  on,  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  become  insensi-^ 
ble,  and  it  was  taken  off;  but  every  effort  to  revive  him  proved  ineffectual, 
and  he  died.  Now  the  truth  is,  the  gag  was  put  on  by  order  of  Mr. 
Wood,  and  was  not  taken  off  until  vitality  was  extinguished ;  and  such  is- 
theuncontroverted  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses;  and  yet  the  committee 
would  induce  us  to  believe  that  he  was  alive  when  the  instrument  of 
death  was  removed !  Is  there  no  tongue  to  tell  the  world  the  shame  of 
those  who  were  appointed  by  freemen  to  watch  and  guard  their  laws, 
their  liberties  and  their  morals  ? 

*^  The  committee  say  that  they  have  much  satisfaction,  therefore^  in 
dismissing  the  consideration  of  this  grave  charge  (the  murder)  with 
a  full  acquittal  of  the  persons  implicated  from  all  criminal  intention  on 
their  part  in  reference  to  it. 

**  The  unvamiriied  truth  is  this,  the  gag  was  put  on  by  order  of 
4lie  warden ;  the  man  died  by  reason  of  the  application ;  the  punish- 
Bcot  wa»  unlawfiily  and,  dierefbre,  he  wes  murdeted*    The  intention 
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to  kill  does  not  rob  the  crime  of  its  esseQce^  it  only  diminishes  the 
punishment.  A£  a  man  in  the  commission  of  an  unlawful  act  produces 
the  death  of  a  human  being,  this  is  homicide.  If  death  is  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  act,  and  done  with  the  intention  which  is  inferred 
of  producing  that  result,  it  is  malice  prepense,  and  the  punishment  is 
death.  If  death  was  not  intended,  it  is  a  murder  in  the  second  degree, 
and  imprisonment  for  life  in  a  solitary  cell  with  labour  is  the  penalty. 
This  is  the  law  of  the  land." 

It  appears  that  the  committee  decided  against  the  right  to  inquire 
into  the  private  conduct  and  morals  of  individuals  employed  about 
the  Penitentiary,  on  which  Mr.  McEl wee  remarks,  that  *^  the  counsel 
for  Mr.  Blundin  objected  to  any  evidence  of  Mrs.  Blundin's  visiting 
houses  of  ill  fame  out  of  the  walls  of  the  Penitentiary,  &c.  and  this 
objection  was  sustained  by  the  committee ! ! ! 

^'  it  will  be  observed  that  this  woman  'was  the  matron  appointed  by 
the  warden,  and  the  decision  of  the  committee  is  in  keeping  with  the 
afore-mentioned  perilous  protest.  If  such  principles  are  to  be  esta- 
blished, and  become  the  law  of  the  land  ;  if  common  harlots  ace  to  be 
heads  of  female  departments  of  public  institutions ;  away  then  with  your 
restrictive  laws ;  insult  and  mock  us  no  longer  with  vain  legislation  on 
yice  and  immorality ;  throw  open  wide  the  flood-gates  of  licentiousness, 
profligacy,  and  debauchery ;  stamp  with  the  curse  of  public  reprobation 
justice,  truth,  and  virtue. — Such  a  consummation  is  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  the  principles  avowed  in  this  protest,  if  adopted  by  this  com- 
munity ;  and  such  another  protest  I  hope  most  sincerely  may  never 
dishonour  the  records  of  my  native  State." 

Lawyer  Bradford,  alluded  to  above,  who  was  called  as  a  witness  on 
the  occasion,  was  permitted  to  give  his  evidence  in  writing,  for  the  pur- 
pose, no  doubt,  of  shielding  him  from  cross-examination.  From  his 
evidence,  if  evidence  it  may  be  called,  it  appears  that  for  twenty-five 
years  he  had  been  studying  the  art  of  cruelty,  and  he  boasts  of  having 
brought  it  to  such  perfection,  that  one  of  his  convicts  who  had  been 
in  the  British  navy ;  in  several  prisons ;  been  whipped ;  starved ;  and 
loaded  with  irons ;  had  yet  never  before  met  with  any-thing  equal  to  the 
torture  of  the  ^  American  System  ;*  the  author  of  which  seems  to  have 
been  in  ecstacy,  when  the  poor  wretch,  in  agony,  exclaimed,  ^^  What 
cani  do/I** 

It  was  all  important  to  have  for  a  warden  a  man  of  character,  and 
to  obtain  the  services  of  such  a  man,  the  pious  lawyer  considered  it 
necessary  to  fix  the  salary  above  the  usual  standard,  and  voted  for  it 
h&n%  1500  dollars  per  annum,  not  having  at  that  time  the  least  idea 
that  his  benevolent  friend  would  be  the  warden.  It  was  other  indivi> 
duals,  that  todc  such  a  deep  interest  in  the  system,  and  that  insisted 
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upon  having  Wood;  who  at  first  ahsolutely  declined,  hut,  hy  the 
influence  of  religious  Bradford,  he  was  made  to  promise  to  take  the 
matter  into  consideration,  and  shortly  after,  the  virtuous  Bradford 
received  the  letter  dated  6th  monthj,  29th,  1829,  which  contained  the 
joyful  tidings  that  the  man  of  character  had  graciously  accepted  the 
new  standard  salary  of  1500  dollars  per  annum. — ^Wood  never  sought 
the  office ;  be  sure  to  bear  that  in  mind,  and  that  when  these  charges 
were  made  against  him,  it  was  hy  persuasion  only  that  he  continued  to 
hold  it. 

We  had  a  very  narrow  escape  then  from  losing  the  devotion,  zeal,  and 
above  all,  the  benevolence  of  this  wonderful  character,  whose  conduct 
met  the  entire  approbation  of  his  freind,  the  upright  and  perfect  law- 
yer. 

The  two  friends  talked  of  appointing  a  matron;  but  finding  that 
the  busy  meddling  law  forbid  that  great  convenience,  they  had  to  devise 
ways  and  means  to  overcome  this  obstacle ;  which  their  ever  fertile 
brains  accomplished  by  dropping  the  word  "  matron,*'  and  substituting 
for  it  the  words  ''  female  overseer."  This  done,  Wood  was  directed  to 
make  the  appointment,  and  he  introduced  his  old  acquaintance,  the 
celebrated  Mrs.  Blundin,  from  Morestown,  as  *^  female  overseer," 
who  answered  every  purpose  required  of  her,  until  Mr.  Coxe  heard 
certain  rumours  respecting  the  characters  of  her  and  the  warden. 
Bradford  says,  he  *'  inquired  into  the  truth  of  the  rumours,  and 
was  satisfied,  that  so  far  as  regarded  the  warden,  they  were  without 
foundation  in  truth."  Nevertheless,  he  was  induced  to  notice  her 
conduct  and  behaviour  more  particularly.  He  saw  her  at  the  ^'  reli- 
gious exercises,"  and,  in  his  numerous  visits,  he  saw  her  generally ;  her 
conduct  was  modest,  chaste,  and  correct.  As  to  her  husband,  he  was 
a  perfect  model  of  excellence,  though  this  is  the  man  who  struck  poor 
Maccumsey  so  repeatedly  under  the  chin  and  that  drove  his  knees 
into  his  back  while  tightening  his  jacket. 

He  heard  of  the  gag  once,  but  never  heard  of  the  ducking  until  the 
investigation.  He  knew  of  one  instance  of  starvation ;  it  lasted,  to  the 
best  of  his  recollection,  three  days ;  the  warden  said  four  days ;  and  the 
prisoner  said  six  days.  He  saw  Maccumsey  with  the  gag  on ;  did  not 
see  his  body  after  death,  but  was  satisfied  with  the  doctor's  certificate 
He  never  heard,  till  the  complaint  was  made  to  the  attorney*general, 
that  Maccumsey's  death  was  occasioned  by  the  gag.  This  man  seems 
to  have  always  been  in  the  third  heaven,  and  never  able  to  see^  or  hear, 
anything  that  did  not  square  with  chastity,  modesty,  and  purity.  One 
thing  only  he  had  to  regret,  and  that  was  that  "  the  system"  should  ,be 
shorn  of  its  brightest  beams,  by  the  legislature,  in  their  wisdom,  refusing 
to  grant  a  suitable  compensation  for  the  service  of  a  minister  of  the  Goi^- 
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pel.  Still,  he  Bays,  they  did  exceedingly  well  without  the  minister,  and 
that  he  at  first  used  to  visit  every  cell  after  the  religious  services  were 
over ;  but  finding  that  the  system  worked  so  happily,  he  did  ;iot  feel  that 
there  was  the  same  necessity  of  seeing  them  so  oflen.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  moral  character  of  the  witnesses  until  the  inqury  had  commenced, 
then  an  old  convict  called  and  informed  him  of  it.  Steel  admitted  his 
want  of  belief  in  the  Bible.  "  Why,"  said  the  righteous  lawyer,  "  you 
are  no  better  than  brutes,  for  they  perish  after  death.'*  He  did  not  dis- 
charge Steel ;  he  was  peculiarly  tautious  on  that  point,  knowii^ 
how  ready  such  persons  were  to  raise  the  hue-and-cry  of  persecution 
on  account  of  creeds. 

He  was  equally  satisfied,  from  the  conversation  of  a  prisoner,  that  the 
other  three  overseers  ought,  immediately,  to  be  discharged.  He  does  not 
say  who  the  prisoner  was  that  he  conversed  with,  nor  what  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  conversation ;  nor  does  he  make  a  single  charge  against  the 
witnesses ;  they  were,  however,  discharged ;  and  he  tells  us  that  their 
places  are  filled  by  men  better  qwdified  for  their  staHons^  that  is,  better 
able  to  keep  their  own  secrete.  However,  the  benevolent  Wood,  and  the 
pimis  Bradford  are  still  at  their  posts,  and  that  they  are  no  longer  ob- 
structed by  Mr.  Coxe,  between  whom  and  them  there  was  but  little 
harmony.  Mr.  Coxe  manifested  peculiar  interest  in  the  prosecution ; 
while  Mr.  Bradford  was  prepared  to  say  ignoramus^  and  let  the  matter 
drop.  But  his  brethren  thought  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  warden 
ought  to  be  passed,  to  which  he  cheerfully  assented,  and  so  the  resolu- 
tion passed. 

What  an  opinion  this  creature  must  have  had  of  the  intellect  of  others 
when  he  wrote  this  statement,  and  supposed  that  it  could  have  any  other 
effect  than  to  assist  in  bringing  himself,  as  well  as  his  friend,  into  hatred 
and  contempt ! 

It  is  consoling,  however,  to  find  that,  ^ough  surrounded  by  this  mon- 
strous depravity,  there  were  circumstances  calculated  to  cheer  virtue  and 
honesty.  We  find  four  keepers  of  this  bastile,  who  had  good  salaries 
and  were  liring  on  the  fat  of  the  land,  that  preferred  to  sacrifice  these 
good  things,  rather  than  silently  witness  that  horrid  barbarity.  We 
find,  too,  BJndgey  who  was  one  of  the  inspectors,  manifesting  a  disposi- 
tion to  have  a  fair  investigation.  This  was  Judge  Coxe,  whom  Bradford 
calls  ^  Mr.  Coxe,*  for  the  purpose  of  taking  our  attention  away  from  the 
fact  of  his  being  one  of  our  judges.  He  was  too  great  a  man  to  be 
bound  up  in  the  same  band  as  the  four  keepers  were,  and,  with  them, 
to  have  his  character  stigmatised  by  inferences  from  Blowing  Bradford, 
lliis  is  the  Judge  Coxe  that  told  the  intimidated  witness  to  go  on,  to 
speak  the  truth,  and  fear  no  man.  You  will  bear  in  mind  that  there 
was  nothing  even  openly  alteged,  to  say  nothing  of  proof  to  affect  the 


k 


STATS  I»tlISON8  OP  PENNSYLVANIA.  39 

characters  of  lbs  witnessei,  except  SteepB  not  believing  in  tbe  Bible. 
Now  Steel  was  recommended  by  the  physician  of  the  Penitentiary  to  Dr. 
Franklin  Bache,  the  grandson  of  the  celebrated  Franklin,  and  when  he 
left  the  prison  the  Doctor  took  bim  again  into  his  senrice ;  and  therefore 
roust  have  had  a  good  opinion  of  him,  notwithstanding  the  malignant  at- 
tempts made  to  blast  his  reputation,  and  to  effect  his  ruin. 

My  remarks,  on  this  subject,  I  am  aware,  are  getting  to  a  great 
length,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  my  purpose  is  to  show  you  how 
ineffectual  republicanism^  universal  suffrage^  and  vote  hy  ballot^  are  in 
making  a  people  good  and  happy.  Indeed,  my  firm  opinion  is,  that  they 
have  the  very  contrary  effect,  and  I  am  sure  that,  under  a  colonial  go- 
vernment like  the  one  that  existed  before  the  Revolution,  such  enormous 
iniquities  as  those  which  prevail  in  the  United  States  could  never  have 
taken  place.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  old  regime  of 
France,  bad  and  oppressive  as  it  was  in  many  respects,  was  not  so  bad 
and  oppressive  as  this  universal  suffirage  and  vote  by  ballot  system  is 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

TheBastile  of  that  country,  which  was  so  indignantly  torn  stone  from 
stone,  never  exhibited  anything  worse  than  has  been  exhibited  in  this 
Republican  Penitentiary,  which  seems  to  have  been  fully  expected  by 
La  Fayette,  who,  on  seeing  it  when  building,  exclaimed,  "  What !  have 
you  Bastiles  in  this  country  ?"  And,  shortly  alter,  in  a  letter  to  an  Ame^ 
rican  gentleman,  he  remarked  that  '*  the  system  was  only  a  revival  of 
the  Bastile."  "  I  hope,"  said  he,  "  my  friends  of  Pennsylvania  will 
consider  the  effects  this  system  had  on  the  poor  prisoners  of  the  Bastile. 
I  repaired  to  the  scene  on  the  second  day  of  the  demolition,  and  found 
that  all  the  prisoners  had  been  deranged  by  their  solitary  confinement, 
except  one,  and  he  had  been  a  prisoner  25  years,  and  was  led  forth 
during  the  height  of  the  tumultuous  riot  of  the  people  whilst  engaged  in 
tearing  down  the  btdlding.  He  looked  round  in  amazement,  for  he  had 
seen  nobody  in  that  space  of  time,  and  before  night  he  was  so  much 
affected  that  he'  became  a  confirmed  maniac,  from  which  situation  he 
never  recovered." 

Mr.  Roscoe,  of  England,  speaking  of  this  system  says,  *'  It  is  the 
most  inhmnan  and  unnatural  system  that  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant  ever  in- 
vented ;  that  the  cells  are  destined  to  contain  an  epitome  and  concentra- 
tion of  all  human  misery,  of  which  the  Bssfile  of  France  and  the  inqui- 
sition of  Spain  were  only  prototypes  and  humble  models.'' 

How  far  Mr.  RoScoe's  prophecy  has  progressed,  in  about  five  or  six 
years,  toward  the  fulfilment,  we  arc  informed  by  Mr.  W.  Mc  Elwee, 
who  says,  **  What  do  we  see  ?  This  edifice,  which  should  have  been 
kept  as  pure  and  holy  as  the  Inner  Temple,  is  made  the  resort  of  infa- 
mous harlots ;  the  offices,  dercMed  to  (ho  stem  duty  of  human  punish- 
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ment,  polluted  with  Bacchanalian  revelry  and  Cyprian  debauchery;  the 
public  property  and  public  funds  made  the  subject  of  fraudulent  pecu- 
lation, and  unlawful  appropriation  to  the  private  benefit  of  those  who 
were  intrusted  by  the  people  with  their  disbursement ;  the  laws  violated 
and  contemned — the  helpless  convicts  barbarously  tortured — one,  at 
least,  murdered  with  every  attending  circumstance  of  deliberate  cruelty, 
and  all  this,  too,  before  the  establishment  was  in  operation  six  years. 
Well  might  our  venerable  La  Fayette  pronounce  it  a  revival  of  the  sys^ 
tern  of  the  Bastile — the  eruel  code  of  the  most  barbarous  and  unenlight-* 
ened  age ;  and  with  equal  truth  might  Mr.  Boscoe,  in  the  ardour  of  his 
philanthropy,  denounce  it  as  the  most  inhuman  and  unnatural  that  the 
cruelty  of  a  tyrant  ever  invented." 

Mr.  McElwee,  in  his  place  in  the  Assembly,  moved  that  the  testimony 
given  in  this  case  should  be  printed,  a  thousand  copies  in  English,  and 
five  hundred  copies  in  German.  He  had  four  of  that  worthy  Assembly 
to  sustain  his  motion,  and  eighty-seven  against  it !  And  afterwards  *'  a 
motion  was  made,  calculated  to  deter  him^  by  the  operation  offear^  from 
publishing  the  only  copy  which  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  friends  of 
the  accused." 

*^  It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  T.  S.  Smith,  as  member  from  the 
city,  who  moved  that  the  testimony  should  be  filed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  is  the  Mr.  Smith  who  was  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Wood  in  the  farm,  of  which  something  was  said  in  the  testimony. 
The  effect  of  his  motion  was  equivalent  to  what,  in  legal  phrase,  is  termed 
damning  a  document ;  it  is  concealed  from  public  gaze  and  examination 
d  la  Bastille  ;  and  such  would  have  been  the  effect,  had  not  the  precau- 
tion been  taken  to  provide  an  accurate  copy  previous  to  the  action  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  McElwee,  in  his  review  of  the  testimony,  tells  us  that  '*  there  was 
an  attempt  made  to  impress  the  committee  with  the  opinion  that  Griffith, 
Halm,  Phleger,  and  others,  had  formed  a  conspiracy  to  drive  Mr.  Wood 
from  the  institution,  in  order  that  they  might  obtain  the  entire  control  of 
it  themselves,  and  that  they  were  profligate  characters,  unworthy  of  belief 
on  their  oaths.  Those  representations  were  not  without  effect,  and  their 
operation  on  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  was  the  more  remarkable, 
inasmuch  as  consummate  sagacity,  powerful  influence,  and  untiring 
industry  were  exercised,  in  order  to  obtain  testimony  to  impeach  the  cha* 
racters  of  those  witnesses,  but  without  effect.  On  the  other  hand,  men 
of  high  respectability  declared,'upon  their  oaths,  their  implicit  confidence 
in  the  integrity,  and  in  their  knowledge  of  the  irreproachable  character,  of 
those  men.  It  is  in  vain  to  array  surmise  against  fact.  Cruelty,  mur- 
der, profligacy,  and  th^  plunder  of  public  property,  have  absolutely  been 
proved  against  the  persons  implicated  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary;  and 
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y/rt  havC)  as  relnittens  the  sannised  bad  character  of  the  witnesses,  and 
the  alleged  good  character  of  the  accused ;  and  upon  those  grounds  stands 
the  acquittal.  Another  tribunal  might  produce  a  different  result,  more 
conformable  to  justice  and  the  respectability  of  the  institution." 

These,  then,  are  the  workings  of  the  system  projected  by  those  whose 
philanthropif,  we  are  told,  '^  knew  no  bounds,  whose  courage  nothing 
could  daunt,  and  whose  industry  in  benevolence  knew  no  resting*place." 
The  same  kind  of  benevolence  is  yet  without  bounds  or  resting-place, 
for  the  prison  still  continues  to  be  governed  by  the  gagger,  or  the  Howard 
of  America,  who,  they  tell  us,  ^  while  in  England,  on  his  travels,  con* 
versed  vrith  some  of  the  Benevolent  Society  of  Friends,  from  whom  he 
acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  discipline  of  English  prisons."  ^ 

If  he  had  acquired  the  right  kind  of  knowledge  respecting  these  mat- 
ters, he  would  have  known  that  deeds,  not  a  hundredth  part  as  black  as 
his  own,  caused  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Somerset  to  be  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  William  Bridle,  gaoler  of  that  county  prison,  was 
unfit  to  hold  the  situaticm,  and  that  they  dismissed  him  accordingly. 

Mr.  H.  Hunt,  then  a  state  prisoner  in  the  said  gaol,  and  certainly 
more  detested  by  the  government  than  any  other  man  in  the  country, 
had,  though  in  that  situation,  power  enough  left  to  cause  an  investigation 
into  the  conduct  of  the  man  who  carried  the  keys  of  liis  cell.  He 
charged  Bridle  with  having  done  those  things  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
done,  and  of  having  left  undone  those  things  that  he  ought  to  have  done. 
The  charges  were  as  light  as  air  when  compared  to  those  against  Wood. 
They  fell  very  far  short  of  murder,  ducking,  deprivation  of  food,  tranquil- 
lidngy  and  gagging ;  but  still  they  were  sufficient  to  make  humanity  shud« 
der,  and  to  cause  the  guilty  to  be  punished ;  while  Wood  is  still  warden, 
and,  having  been  so  carefully  cleansed  by  his  representatives,  he  is 
greater  in  consequence  than  he  was  before  the  examination. 

To  know  these  things,  in  a  republic,  wh^e  all  men  are  said  to  have 
power,  argues,  indeed,  bad  for  the  community  in  which  we  live ;  but  it 
is  pleasing  to  know  that,  notwithstanding  the  progress  of  the  '*  Allevi- 
ators" since  the  days  of  the  Quaker  Lady,  there  are  still  left,  unconverted 
to  these  damnable  schemes,  thousands  of  honest  and  sensible  men ;  one 
of  whom  tells  me  that  he  lately  met  the  warden,  who  saluted  him  with  a 
**  How  dost  thee  do,  friend?"  *'  Before,"  said  the  gentleman,  *'  I  was 
aware  of  it,  he  took  hold  of  my  hand,  and,  until  I  could  get  home  to 
wash  it,  I  could  not  but  fancy  that  it  was  besmeared  with  human  blood." 

I  have  many  other  subjects  to  notice,  and  must  be  brief.  I  ought, 
perhaps,  to  give  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the /amou^  commit^ 
tee ;  they  should,  by  all  means,  be  read ;  they  are,  however,  too  long  for 
me  to  insert ;  though  I  cannot  forbear  to  make  a  few  extracts  from  that 
of  the  majority,  which  is  directly  at  variance  with  that  of  the  minority. 
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In  the  first  place,  they  tell  us  that  the  **  institution  has  for  AmericanB 
the  additional  interest  of  haying  originated  with  them" — an  interest 
that  I  should  think  the  most  barbarous  of  aU  oth»  nations  would  be 
ashamed  to  attempt  to  disturb.  **  To  Pennsylvania,"  say  they,  "  belongs 
this  high  encomium.  She  originated  this  system,  and  she  has  perse- 
vered, until  success  has  crowned  her  perseverance." 

Mrs.  Blundin,  it  seems^  was  discharged  soon  after  the  investigation 
took  place.  If  a  female  overseer  was  necessary,  why  discharge  a  lady 
that  possessed  so  much  modesty  and  chastity^  and  one  that  was  in  all 
respects  so  qualified  for  the  duties  of  an  overseer  7  This  must  have  been 
a  heart-breaking  thing  to  Saint  Bradford ;  unless,  indeed,  it  was  done  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  her  most  delicate  feelings  from  the  effects  of 
an  overhauling  examination  of  her  conduct  by  the  rude  committee. 
Gentle  creature !  if  these  were  her  fears,  how  groundless !  The  com- 
mittee were  as  gentle  as  herself,  and  with  all  the  gallantry  imaginable 
guarded  her  at  every  pomt. 

**  As  she  had  ceased  to  be  employed,'*  say  they,  *'  her  conduct,  no 
matter  how  improper,  had  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  any  concern  to  the 
public,  except  so  far  as  it  might  be  connected  by  proof  with  the  conduct 
of  those  who  were  still  engaged  in  the  economy  and  management  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary.  In  this  point  of  view  a  full  and  free  inquiry  into 
her  conduct,  while  she  resided  in  the  institution,  was  permitted  by  your 
committee ;  and  your  committee  regret  to  say  that,  so  far  as  regards  this 
woman,  the  evidence  did  go  to  prove  very  gross  and  improper  deportment 
and  practices,  entirely  unbecoming  her  sex  and  condition.  The  com- 
mittee might,  from  the  evidence,  infer  her  guilt  of  the  charge  now  under 
consideration ;  but  as  that  point  is  no  way  material  to  any  conclusion  to 
which  your  committee  could  properly  direct  your  attention,  but  in  so  far 
as  it  might  be  proved  that  the  present  officers  of  the  institution  had  par- 
ticipated in  it,  the  committee  refrain  from  the  consideration  of  this 
unpleasant  point,  and  pass  to  the  only  important  inquiry — ^Was  this 
conduct  known,  and  participated  in,  by  the  warden,  one  John  Holloway, 
and  one  Richard  Blundin  ? 

'*  Before  your  committee  proceed  to  examine  this  question  as  it  aflfects 
the  warden,  it  is  altogether  proper  to  state  that  your  committee  received 
evidence  of  the  general  good  character  of  that  gentleman.  It  is  a  well- 
established  principle  affecting  all  investigations,  which,  in  their  tendency, 
may  be  calculated  to  criminate  any  individual,  that  such  evidence  shall 
be  received,  and  that  when  the  person  accused  can  make  out  a  general 
good  character,  it  is  strong  and  persuasive  evidence,  and,  in  all  cases  of 
doubt,  or  mere  suspkion,  should  lead  to  a  full  and  honourable  acquittal. 

"  On  this  point  the  warden  occupies  pre-eminent  ground.  For  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miseries 
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of  Public  Prisons^-^a  society  which  originated  in  1116,  and  to  which 
bdoogs  the  distingaiahed  honour  of  leading  the  way  in  the  amelioration 
of  our  penal  code,  and  in  establishing  a  penitentiary  system  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  separate  and  solitary  confinement,— -a  member,  also»  for  many 
years,  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Walnut-street  Prison,  his  mind 
seems  to  have  been  devoted  with  much  earnestness  to  the  cause  of  huma- 
nity, and  the  improvement  for  this  purpose  of  what  is  now  appropriately 
called  the  Pennsylvania  Penitentisry  System.  Without  any  other  com- 
pensation or  reward  than  *  the  luxury  of  doing  good,'  this  gentleman  de- 
voted his  time  and  means  o  this  interesting,  but  to  many  revolting,  sub- 
ject. Not  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  acquired  in  his  own  country,  like 
Jie  celebrated  Howard,  he  visited  the  prisons  of  foreign  countries, 
and  there  added  to  his  already  great  experience. 

''  Such  untiring  singleness  of  purpose  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  for 
the  alleviation  of  human  misery  and  the  improvement  of  the  moral  con- 
dition of  mankind,  without  any  selfish  motive  to  actuate  it,  is  certainly 
indicative  of  a  sound  head  and  a  pure  heart.'* 

So  much  for  the  head  and  heart  of  this  modem  '^  Howard."  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  his  services  were  sought  on  this  humane  occa- 
sion. But  the  committee  informs  us  that  it  was  not  until  ^'  alter  some 
hesitation  and  reluctance  on  his  part  that  he  yielded  to  the  importunity 
of  the  friends  of  humanity."  .  • .  *'  Messrs.  De  Beaumont  and  De  Tocqoe- 
ville,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  King  of  the  French  to  visit  the 
penitentiaries  of  the  United  States,  speak  in  the  strongest  terms  of  our 
warden;"  .  .  .  and  so  also  does  another  gentleman.  Dr.  Francis  Lieber : 
he  says,  ^  I  have,  for  my  part,  never  become  acquainted  with  a  person 
whom  I  thought  equally  fitted  for  that  station." 

To  this  I  readily  agree.  He  is,  indeed,  the  man,  of  all  others,  the 
most  fitted  to  be  at  the  head  of  *'  an  inhuman  and  unnatural  system," 
which,  according  to  the  great  and  benevolent  Roscoe,  '^  contains  an  epi- 
tome and  omcentration  of  all  human  misery  of  which  the  Bastile  of 
France  and  the  Inquisition  of  Spain  were  only  prototypes  and  humble 
models." 

But  the  committee  say  that  persons  of  respectability  concurred  in 
their  testimony  to  the  high  moral  character  of  Mr.  Wood.  '^  And  this 
evidence,"  they  say,  *^  was  not  attempted  to  be  contradicted  by  any  one ;" 
when  the  truth  is,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  witness  among  the  whole 
host  that  did  not  contradict  it  Phleger  swears,  that  by  Wood's  order 
Maccumsey  had  been  murdered,  and  that  Wood  told  the  keepers  to  **  keep 
their  oum  aecretSj**  as  to  the  fact  that  the  body  was  removed  in  the 
night  and  no  investigation  took  place*  Steel  testifies  to  the  same. 
Griffith  swears  that  Wood  himself  beat  a  helpless  prisoner  with  a  board 
tiU  his  face  was  as  Uack  as  the  witness's  hat.    Dr.  Bache  saw  this 
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prisoner's  beaten  and  bruised  bead ;  and  swears  tbat  bis  feelings  were 
very  mucb  burt  at  tbe  cruel  and  unjustifiable  punisbment  of  tbe  pri- 
soners. Isaac  Cox  swears  tbat  Gurran  was  unwilling  to  duck  poor 
Seneca,  on  account  of  tbe  dreadful  cold  morning;  tbat  be  ran  after  Wood 
to  know  if  it  must  be  done,  and  Wood  replied,  ^^  Go  and  do  as  I  tell 
tbee." 

We  laugb  at  tbe  remark  of  tbe  Irisbman,  wbo  tbougbt  it  a  bard  case 
tbat  be,  on  tbe  evidence  of  a  few  witnesses,  sbould  be  found  guilty  of 
murder,  wben  be  could  bring  five  bundred  people  to  prove  tbat  tbey 
knew  no  barm  of  bim ;  yet  is  tbis  not  exactly  tbe  case  witb  tbis  com* 
mittee  ?  It  is  easy  enougb  to  bring  forward  *  Alleviators'  from  all  parts 
of  tbe  world,  to  speak  well  of  a  brute  like  tbis ;  but  ougbt  tbat  to  lessen 
tbe  weigbt  of  tbe  testimony  of  tbese  just  and  excellent,  tbougb  generally 
poor,  witnesses,  wbo  are  besides  supported  by  corroborating  circum- 
stances tbat  are,  of  tbemselves,  sufficient  to  prove  most  of  tbe  cbarges  ? 
But  we  find  tbat  "tbe  committee  would  bave  yielded  witb  great 
reluctance  to  testimony  wbicb  went  to  compel  tbe  conviction  of  one 
wbo  bad  bitberto  been  remarkable  for  bis  moral  excellence,  and  bis 
bumane  concern  for  tbe  good  even  of  tbe  most  'abandoned.  It  would 
bave  been  painful  to  bave  been  driven  to  any  sucb  conclusion.  But  tbe 
committee  were  determined  to  permit  no  consideration  of  tbis  sort  to 
interfere  with  tbe  severest  inquiry.  Tbey,  therefore,  allowed  a  latitude 
almost  without  limit,  and  tbey  feel  pleasure  in  declaring  tbat  it  has 
not  resulted  in  establishing  against  the  warden  any  thing  to  tarnish  tbe 
high  character  we  bave  already  referred  to. 

i  '*We  consider  it  unfortunate,  that  Mrs.  Blundin,  of  whom  we  bave 
already  spoken,  was  ever  permitted  to  reside  within  the  walls  of  tbe 
Penitentiary,  and  perhaps  to  this  circumstance  most  of  the  mischiefs 
complained  of  may  be  traced ;  but  in  considering  whether  a  person  of 
high  character  has  been  guilty  with  her,  care  should  be  taken  to  separate 
any  infamy  which  may  have  been  proved  to  be  attached  to  her,  from  tbe 
consideration  of  tbe  evidence  of  any  such  participation.  No  evidoice 
was  given  to  show  practices  and  manners  licentious  and  immoral  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Wood,  nor  of  any  such  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Blundin,  or  any 
other  person  in  bis  presence,  and  with  his  knowledge ;  and  although  a 
jealous  mind  might  infer  guilt  from  the  smile  of  benevolence,  with  which 
the  warden  was  wont  to  regard  all  persons,  or  from  the  fact  that  the 
employment  of  this  woman  in  the  bouse  frequently  brought  them  toge- 
ther in  the  same,  more  especially  as  she  attended  to  his  wardrobe ;  yet 
no  rule  of  propriety  or  reason  would  justify  any  such  conclusion. ...  Of 
John  Holloway,  evidence  was  given  of  improper  language  having  been 
used  in  his  presence,  but  not  by  him.  It  may  be,  too,  that  indiscretion 
may  have  betrayed  this  gentleman  into  a  greater  degree  of  familiarity 
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with  Uiis  woman  than  a  delicate  sense  of  propriety  would  justiiy ;  hut  the 
evidence  as  to  this  did  not  estahlish  enough  to  countervail  the  evidence 
of  general  good  character,  which  this  gentlemau  adduced,  or  to  make  it 
proper  under  the  circumstances  for  further  notice  from  the  committee." 

**  Having  thus  disposed  of  the  first  charge,  we  proceed  to  the  second  ; 
emhezzlement,  &c. 

^'  On  die  first  point  the  evidence  did  show  that  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  this  woman  (Blundin)  had  heen  in  the  practice  of  embez- 
zling proyisions,  groceries,  &c.,  and  of  her  applying  them  to  her 
private  use,  but  there  was  not  the  shadow  of  evidence  which  went  to  afiect 
Mr.  Wood  with  any  knowledge  of  such  conduct,  much  less  to  prove  any 
participation  in  it,  notwithstanding  the  relation  which  subsists  between 
Richard  Blundin  and  his  wife,  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  he  might 
hare  known  any  impropriety  on  her  part  in  this  respect ;  yet  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  evidence  went  to  negative  any  such  knowledge, 
and  to  evince  that  he  was  always  careful  to  protect  the  public  property 
against  any  improper  use." 

The  evidence  did  show  that  there  was  reason  to  believe, — did  it  ? 
The  evidence  was  positive  if  ever  evidence  was  of  that  nature. 

James  Tarry  swore  that  he  saw  Mrs.  Blundin  and  her  maid  steal  the 
provisions,  soap,  and  so  on ;  and  further,  he  swore  that  he  furnished 
Wood  with  knowledge  as  to  that  fact.  ''  I  told  Wood,"  said  he,  "  and  he 
stopped  it."  How  these  worthy  representatives  could  state,  after  hearing 
this  evidence,  that  there  was  not  the  shadow  of  evidence  to  affect  Mr, 
Wood  with  any  knowledge  of  such  conduct,  is  strange  indeed ! ! 
Wood  wished  Torry  to  cease  to  be  gatekeeper ;  this  happened  about  a 
week  afler  Torry  told  Wood  of  the  purloining  of  the  stores ;  from  what 
arose  the  desire  to  remove  so  faithful  an  officer  from  a  station  wherein 
be  had  made  such  important  discoveries  ?  He  spoke  to  Wood  twice 
about  Mrs.  Blundin,  and  the  carriage-driver,  and  he  said  he  knew  of 
no  way  to  stop  such  proceedings  but  to  discharge  them :  Wood  replied, 
and  said,  that  he  had  a  way  of  his  (non  in  doing  business, 

Richard  Blundin  was  always  careful  to  protect  the  public  property, 
and  yet  the  committee  admit  that  Richard's  wife  was  in  the  daily  habit 
of  stealing  that  property  which  was  under  Richard's  protection.  How 
could  Richard  always  be  careful  to  protect,  if  he  was  for  ever  bedng 
robbed?  The  committee  will,  however,  insist  upon  it  that  Richard 
knew  nothing  about  it ;  but  if  he  did  not  miss  the  good  things  he  found 
them  profusely  covering  his  own  table,  and  as  they  were  not  paid  lor 
ont  of  his  own  purse,  it  is  rather  strange  that  he  made  no  inquiry  as  to 
how  they  came  there.  But  the  thing  the  most  surprising  of  all 
is,  that  the  committee,  afler  having  heard  the  statement  of  the  refined 
and  pious  Bradford  could,  without  looking  into  her  private  chaiacter. 
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come  to  such  an  unfaYoarable  condusion  agaituit  the  conduct  of  the 
modest  and  chaste  lady,  that  at  the  religioua  exercises  behaved  with 
such  strict  decorum. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  against  ^e  warden,  of  his  having  used  the 
public  stores  for  his  private  purposes,  of  course  the  committee  found 
that  this  charge  was  unfounded.  "  But,"  say  they,  **  although  the 
committee  are  satisfied  that  on  this  point  no  criminality  is  imputable  to 
the  warden,  yet  they  have  been  induced  by  the  evidence  to  consider  of 
the  propriety  of  prohibiting,  in  future,  the  warden  and  underkeepers 
from  being  concerned  in  any  other  business  or  employment  than  the 
duties  of  their  respective  office."  Now  if  they  were  satisfied  that  all 
was  right,  what  part  of  the  evidence  can  have  induced  them  to  wish  to 
alter  the  course  ? 

The  charge  of  cruelty  comes  next,  and  the  committee,  speaking  of 
Plimly,  say :— "  It  was  certainly  proved  that  many  buckets  of  cold  water 
had  been  poured  upon  him  on  a  very  cold  day,  and  your  committee  cannot 
avoid  the  conclusion  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  indiscreet; 
but  the  transaction  was  deprived  of  all  evidence  of  cruelty,  which  always 
implies  intention,  by  the  evidence  which  was  given.  It  was  clearly 
proved  that  the  use  of  the  cold  shower  bath  is  frequently  employed  fer 
insane  patients,  not  only  as  curative,  but  as  disciplinary  means,  in  the 
best  institutions  for  this  unfortunate  class  of  men  in  the' city  and  vicinity 
of  Philadelphia.  One  instance  of  a  similar  application  of  cold  water 
was  remarkable ;  it  occurred  in  the  insane  hospital  belonging  to  the 
Society  of  Friends,  so  distinguished  for  their  enlightened  humanity. 
^*  Thirteen  buckets  of  cold  water  were  in  that  case  poured  out  on  one 
patient  in  cold  weather. . .  .  This  punishment,"  says  the  report,  *<  could  not 
then,  with  any  propriety,  be  called  unusual :  and  the  very  fact,  well 
known,  that  it  was  in  familiar  use  in  such  cases,  goes  far  to  demonstrate 
that  its  use  was  without  cruelty,  and  only  to  be  condemned  on  account 
of  the  indiscretion  of  using  it  at  a  time  when  the  weather  was  cold. 
.  .  .  •  Whether  this  punishment  had  been  directed  to  be  inflicted  by  the 
warden  on  that  day  or  not,  was  the  subject  of  contradictory  evidence." 

Now  not  having  the  penetrating  faculties  of  the  worthy  committee,  I 
cannot  see  wherein  the  evidence  differed  on  this  point.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  not  likely  that  this  punishment  could  have  been  infitcted 
without  his  approbation,  and  that  it  positively  was  not,  is  proved  by  one 
of  the  keepers.  Isaac  Cox,  as  we  have  just  noticed,  states  that  CurFan 
entreated  Wood  to  forbear  on  account  of  the  intense  coldness  of  the 
morning ;  but  Wood  snappishly  said,  ^<  Qo  and  do  as  I  bid  thee.** 

The  report  states  that  "  It  was  in  proof  that  an  iron  gag  had  been 

placed  on  the  convict  Maecumsey In  a  short  time  after  it  was  put  on 

\i  was  diacovertd  that  he  was  becoming  inaenaible^  and  it  was  taken  off; 
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bnt  erery  eBart  to  revive  him  proved  ineffisotual,  and  he  died.  This 
unfortunate  circum8tance  naturally  excited  much  feeling,  in  which  every 
one  seems  to  have  participated,  and  induced  some  to  suppose  that  the 
death  of  the  convict  was  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  gag.  It  was  in 
full  proof  that  the  use  of  the  gag  as  a  means  o^  punishment  was  not 
unusual.  It  appears  that  it  has  been  employed  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  that  it  has  been  used  in  the  Walnut-street  prison,  and  it 
has  been  frequently  resorted  to  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  in  the  case 
of  other  prisoners,  and  in  the  case  of  Maccumsey  himself,  without  any 
injurious  effects  having  been  produced.  It  wss  not,  therefore,  an 
unusual  punishment>  and  it  may  be  inferred  from  this  that  it  had  not 
been  considered  a  cruel  punishment.  This  evidence  certainly  goes  far, 
if  it  does  not  entirely  relieve  the  punishment,  in  this  case,  from  all 
intentional  cruelty  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  inflicted  it. 

'*It  was  still  impotent  in  the  investigation  of  this  charge  to  ascertain 
whether  the  death  of  Maccumsey  had  in  fact  been  occasioned  by  the  use 
of  the  gag.  To  show  that  it  was  not,  evidence  was  introduced  of  the 
post-mortem  examination  of  the  body  of  the  convict,  a  dissection  of  his 
head  disclosed  very  clearly  that  he  died  of  a  disease  of  the  brain.  The 
indications  which  were  presented  in  this  dissection  proved  that  this  dis- 
ease was  a  chronic  disease,  or  one  of  long  standing,  which  terminated  at 
the  time  the  gag  was  put  on  him,  in  apoplexy,  and  occasioned  his 
death.  The  committee  have  much  satisfaction  therefore  in  dismissing 
the  consideration  of  this  grave  chaige,  with  a  full  acquittal  of  the  per- 
sons implicated  from  all  criminal  intention  on  their  part  in  reference  to 
it.  The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  there  was  great  pro- 
priety on  the  part  of  the  warden  in  discontinuing  the  use  of  this  instru- 
ment, which  he  did  from  the  time  of  the  death  of  Maccumsey ;  they  con- 
sider it  too  severe,  and  it  should  be  avoided  for  the  future." 

They  consider  *^  it  too  severe^^*  although  they  had  just  told  us,  that 
from  the  evidence  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  punishment  was  not 
cruel.  This  is  the  way  that  these  wise  representatives  talk,  and  the 
manner  they  **  dispose  of  grave  charges.''  They  make  out  a  very  long 
report,  however,  by  talking  of  matters  and  things  that  did  by  no  means 
coneem  them,  and  finally  conclude  in  these  remarkable  words:— 

**  To  Pennsylvania  may  be  truly  said  to  belong  the  honour  of  having 
been  first  to  suggest  this  benevolent  system,  which  she  has  carried  to 
greater  perfection  than  any  other  government ;  a  system  which  has  been 
adopted  with  more  or  less  success  by  her  sister  states,  as  they  have  more 
closely  or  remotely  adhered  to  its  great  principles,  a  system  to  which  a 
decided  preference  has  been  given  over  every  other  by  distinguished 
missions  lor  the  examination  of  it  from  abroad,  and  which  may  be  truly 
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to  be  tbe  admiration  of  the  plnloM^er  and  stateBinaa  in  every  part 
of  the  civilized  world/' 

So  it  seems  that  all  the  governments  of  Europe  are  sending  their  com- 
miaaioners  to  learn  of  Pennsylvania  how  moch  torture  a  human  being  can 
bear,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  inflicting  the  same?  A  high  com- 
pliment this  to  the  Pennsylvanians. 

Let  us  turn  once  more  to  the  evidence  of  William  GriflSth  and  of  Dr. 
Bache,  and  then  remember  that  any  of  us  may  soon  be  so  afflicted  as  not  to 
be  able  to  help  ourselves,  or  to  get  out  of  our  beds ;  to  know  what  we  do, 
or  what  we  do  not  do.  Poor  weak  human  Nature  is  subject  to  that  which, 
in  her  days  of  health,  prosperity  and  vigour,  she  little  thinks  of,  and  all  the 
skill  that  kings  can  purchase  cannot  insure  or  secure  them  from  the 
helpless  condition  of  poor  Kling.  Suppose,  then,  your  dearest  friend 
in  that  unhappy  situation,  to  disturb  whom,  even  with  the  light  and 
tender  hand  of  a  careful  and  affectionate  wife  or  child,  would  be,  to  use 
an  every-day  expression  on  such  occasions,  like  piercing  him  with  dag- 
gers ;  then  think  that,  instead  of  this  care,  your  friend  is  approached  by 
ruffians ;  dragged  from  cell  to  cell ;  scrubbed  with  cold  water ;  that  his 
involuntary  and  piercing  screams  bring  to  his  sight  the  barbarous  chief 
of  the  ruffians ;  that  this  chief,  with  his  own  hands,  stuffed  the  towel  into 
your  friend's  mouth  to  prevent  his  terrific — ^his  awful  groans ;  that 
your  friend  escaped  not  till  death  interposed  between  him  and  his  tor- 
mentors. 

It  becomes  us,  I  think,  to  begin  most  seriously  to  reflect  on  these 
things.  Can  the  effects  of  freedom  be  the  increasing  of  solitary  cells, 
from  sixteen  to  five  or  six  hundred  in  a  few  years?  I  am  not  now  think- 
ing of  that  Penitentiary  which  we  have  all  along  been  speaking  of;  that 
is  a  State's  prison :  but  I  am  thinking  of  another  one  which  has  also 
lately  been  built  in  our  county,  and.  which  is  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  city  and  county  only ;  this  contains  four  hundred  and  ten  cells, 
making  in  the  whole  more  than  a  thousand  of  those  horrid  places  within 
the  vicinity  of  this  brotherly  city.  Is  this  not  the  strongest  of  all  evi- 
dence of  our  degeneracy,  and  of  the  demoralising  effects  of  republican- 
ism? 

But  it  may  be  said  that,  however  cruel  the  mode  of  punishment  may 
be,  it  at  any  rate  shows  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  governing  power 
to  suppress  crime.  This  may  be  allowed  so  far  as  the  poor  and  help' 
less  are  concerned ;  but  look  at  the  case  of  the  warden  of  this  Peni- 
tentiary, and  then  tell  me  whether,  instead  of  a  disposition  to  punish 
crime,  there  was  not,  on  the  contrary,  every  disposition  manifested,  and 
that  too  successfully,  to  shelter  and  screen  the  greatest  of  all  criminals !  I 
The  fact  is,  that  no  man  in  this  Republic,  for  any  offence^  however 
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K^oo8|  who  has  a  TOte,  or  caa  inflttenee  s  vote,  'in  the  phuse  where 
the  offence  is  committed,  and  who  is  known  to  .be  on  the  side  of  the 
party  in  power,  need  fear  the  result  of  an  examination  as  to  his  guilt. 
If  he  he  of  the  opposite  party,  then  ten  dollars,  if  judiciously  applied  in 
the  first  instance,  will  he  all-8u£Eicient  to  clear  him  from  the  magistrates 
and  constables  who  have  him  in  charge.  These  are  assertions;  h\A 
before  we  have  done,  I  will  furnish  such  prooft  that  will  leave  not  [the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  on  the  mind  of  any  man  who  reads  them  of  their 
correctness,  and  with  safety  I  may  defy  any  man  to  produce  one  single 
instance  of  a  rich  American  being  punished  according  to  law.  It  is 
true  they  are  sometimes  sentenced,  but  invariably  pardoned. 

And  now,  my  Lord  John  Russell,  permit  me  once  again  to  personally 
address  you.  You  are  by  far  too  upright,  too  humane,  and  too  able  a 
man  not  to  see  that  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  warden  *of  the 
£a8lem  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania  proved  the  very  reverse  of  the  con- 
dusion  to  which  !the  I^egislative  Committee  thought  proper  to  arrive ; 
that  it  proved,  not  only  that  the  warden  was  guilty,  but  that  the  system 
of  solitary  oonfinem^it  adopted  there,  again,  to  use  the  words  of  the 
benevolent  Roscoe,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  celebrated  Lafayette, "  con- 
tains an  epitome  and  concentration  of  all  human  misery  of  which  the 
Bastilectf  France,  and  the  Inquisition  of  Spain  were  only  prototypes  and 
humble  models  ;*'  and  believing,  as  I  do,  that  your  Lordship  must  be 
fully  convinced  of  this,  I  humbly  implore  you  to  reflect,  as  Chief  Secre- 
tary of  Her  Majesty's  Home  Department,  upon  the  following  observa- 
tions, which  I  extract  from  the  report  of  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Russell, 
the  two  Commissioners  delegated  by  your  Lordship  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  British  Qovemment,  to  inquire  into,  and  report  on,  the  system 
of  Prison  Discipline,  &c.,  adopted  in  the  United  States. 

*'  In  Pennsylvania,"  say  these  Commissioners,  '*  the  punishment  of  death 

is  rare,  and  transportation  is  unknown.  Penitentiary  imprisonment  for  life 

ia  the  secondary  punishment ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  more  heinous  offences 

it  is  rigoronsly  enforced.    The  jntroduction  of  the  Separate  System  was, 

therefore,  the  more  strongly  opposed ;  and  loud  were  the  complaints  of  its 

cruelty,  and  predictions  of  its  danger.    The  most  searching  inquiries 

were  accordingly  instituted  with  reference  to  its  character  and  effects. 

The  result  of  these  investigations  was  the  adoption  of  the  System.    The 

Eastern  Penitentiary,  erected  in  Philadelphia  on  the  principle  of  indi* 

vidnal  separation,  was  opened  in  1829  for  the  reception  of  prisoners 

The  admirable  construction  and  management  of  this  Penitentiary  are  too 

well  known  to  justify  us  in  entering  into  any  detailed  description  of  its 

government ;  nor  shall  we  advert  further  to  its  discipline,  except  to  state 

that  it  ajfforda  irrefragable  proofs  that  individual  separation  can  be  en- 

K 


ifoiced  for  Imigtbei^ed  p^oda  iKith  pevfeet  .Bfifety  ^  tb6  miod  .^a^fi. 
•health." 

I  shall  not  stop  to  criticise  the  loose  language  and  illogical  reasoning 
€i  the  above  remarks,  longer  than  to  observe,  that  to  me  it, is  perfectly 
inconceivable  how  it  follows,  that  because  the  punishment  of  death  is 
rare,  and  transportation  unknown  in  Pennsylvania,  that  the  introduction 
of  the  separate  i^stem  was,  therefore,  the  more  strongly  opposed.  That 
the  system  of  solitary  confinement  might  have  been  strongly  opposed 
on  account  of  its  cruelty  I  can  easilyimagine ;  but  the  reasons  given  by 
the  commissionerB  are  perfectly  inconclusive  and  fallacious.  This  by  the 
way  shows,  that  when  a  man  has  to  support  an  untenable  question,  he 
must  always  resort  to  soj^stry  aqd  falsehood.  Again  we  are  told  by 
these  commissioners  that  *^  there  were  loud  complaints  of  the  cruelty  of  the 
separate  system  and  predictions  of  its  danger,  and  that  the  most  search- 
ing inquiries  were  made  with  reference  to  its  character  and  e&ots." 
.Now  I  have  no  doubt,  that  your  Lordship  knoii»3.as  well  as  I  do,  that  the 
PennsylvBi>ians  take  credit  to  themselves  for  being  the  first  in  the  world 
to  introduce  this  system  of  solitary. confinement  .as  a  prison  discipline, 
— how,  or  where,  then  they  were  to  make  their  ^^  most  .searching  inquudes 
into  its. character  and  effects  I  am  totally  unable  tto imagine.  Xhe  fact 
is,  that  the  Pennsylvanians  adopted  the  solitary  system,  or  as  its 
advocates  delicately  designate  it,  'Sthe  separate  system,"  without  making 
any  inquiries  at  all,  as  to  its  character  and  effects.  And  :how  could  they 
do  any  such  thing,  when  the  monster  never  .existed,  till  they  brought  it 
into  operation  in  the  Eastern  BastUe  which  was  erected  for  that  very 
express  purpose ! 

I  presuipe  the  ^searching  inquiries'  spoken  of  by  the  commissioners 
alludes  to  the  inquiry  of  tlie  legislative  committee,  the  character  and 
•results  of  which  I  have  fully  exposed  in  the  preceding  pages;  and  with- 
out saying  one  n^ore  word  on  the  sn^ect,  I  will  leave  your  Lordship  to 
judge  whether  this  inquiry  is  such  as  to  entitle  ^the  con^niissioneni  to  say 
.that  ^*  the  admirable  construction  and  management  of  the  Penitentiary 
are  too  wellloiownto  need  any  .justification  on. their  part." 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  great  respect. 

Your  very  obedient,  and  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  JBJ10TU&RS. 
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ON  THE  AMERICAN  SYSTEM  OE  BANKING,  AND  ITS  RUIHOUS  EFFECTS 

UPON  THE  PRODUCING  CLASSES. 

To  Thomas  Attwood,  Esq,^  M.P, 

Sir,  Bishop^s  Itchington,  July  15,  1839. 

At  the  great  reform  meeting  held  at  BirmiDgham,  in  the  year 
1832,  you  made. a  speech,  from  which  I  take  the  following  extract : — 

"  When  I  first  assisted  in  forming  the  PoHtical  Union,  it  was  not  with- 
out long  and  anxious  deliheration  that  I  emharked  into  it.  1  solemnly 
declare  to  you  that,  the  night  hefore  I  decided,  I  sat  up  all  night  in 
serious  and  anxious  meditation ;  and,  after  I  had  made  up  my  mind,  I 
went  down  upon  my  knees  in  the  grey  of  the  morning  and  prayed  to 
Almighty  God  that,  if  the  great  association  was  not  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  liberties  and  the  happiness  of  the  mass  of  the  people,  it  might 
not  prosper." 

On  reading  this  speech,  I  was  much  surprised  to  find  how  hard  it  was 
for  you  to  decide,  hut,  since  then,  I  have  learnt  that  it  is,  indeed,  a 
difficult  thing  to  know  in  matters  so  serious  what  is  best  to  be  done. 

With  the  greatest  pleasure,  Sir,  I  gather  from  the  above  that  you  are 
anxious  to  do  right,  and  willing  to  be  guided  by  facts.  It  is  this  that 
gives  me  confidence,  and  encouragement  to  hope  that  what  I  am  about 
to  lay  before  you  will  be  duly  considered. 

I  have  resided  many  years  in  a  democracy,  where  the  people  are 
said  to  have  all  that  freedom  that  the  reformers  of  England  are  ask- 
ing for.     And  I  find.  Sir,  a  state  of  things  there  more  to  be  deplored 
than  anything  ever  seen  by  you  or  me  in  our  native  country.    I  have 
written  several  letters  to  different  persons,  tending  to  show  how  vain  it 
is  for  Englishmen  to  hope  to  better  their  condition  by  a  further  exten- 
sion of  democracy ;  and  that,  in  fact,  which  every  reformer,  who  can 
stop  for  a  moment  to  examine,  will  find,  all  pur  grievances  have  grown 
up  since  England  began  to  reform.    The  more  we  reform  the  worse  and 
worse  do  we  get.    Forty  or  fifty  years  back  we  suddenly  became  so 
enlightened  as  to  begin  to  depart  from  the  gopd  old-fashipned  govern- 
ment of  England,  that  had  for  so  many  centuries  given  comfort,  glory, 
and  renown,  to  an  industrious  and  virtuous  people.    We  then,  among 
other  extraordinary  things,  changed  away  for  paper  our  British  gold 
and  .silver,  the  standard  of  exchange  in  all  times  before.     We  took 
from  the  crown  its  most  important  prerogative,   the  making  of  the 
monev  of  our  country,  and  gave  it  to  private  individuals,  who  pleased  us 
exceedingly,  because  they  created  *'  riches,"  or  paper  money,  which  they 
made  ujs. believe  was  the  s^me  thing,  ^nd  which  was  so^  to  one-third  qr 
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more  of  the  people ;  who  became  possessed  of  all  the  good  things,  with- 
out, for  the  most  part,  knowing  themselves  how  it  was  done.  But  they 
knew  it  was  done  without  work ;— they  therefore,  despising  the  jog- trotting 
old-fashioned  way  of  making  a  living,  taught  their  children  to  follow 
their  example,  which  children  have  long  since  been  so  numerous  as  to 
make  it  almost  impossible  for  the  bees  of  the  hive  to  maintain  them* 
Hence  all  those  reckless  mad-brained  schemes  Ivhich  we  now  behold, 
and  which  are  everyday  increasing.  Reform^  indeed,  there  must  be,  or 
the  laws  of  nature  will  soon  desolate  the  earth  ;  but,  Sir,  the  reform  that 
is  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  mankind  is  of  a  very  different  nature  to  what 
seems  at  present  to  be  thought  of :  it  is  not  the  making  boroughs,  of 
places  like  Birmingham,  and  creating  a  great  number  of  fat  offices  to  be 
filled  by  demagogues,  who  have  a  knack  of  noodling  the  people  while 
they  pick  their  pockets.  Guess  my  surprise,  Sir — ^no,  not  my  surprise, 
because  I  had  been  prepared  to  expect  it  from  what  I  had  seen  in 
America — ^but  guess  my  displeasure,  on  my  arriving  at  Birmingham,  to 
find  that  tlie  leading  radicals  are  all  quite  enamoured  with  the  New 
Poor  Law-^that  law  that  makes  the  poor  man*s  daughter  fair  game  for 
the  licentious.  This,  and  every  evil  thing,  do  they  advocate  that  they 
think  is  calculated  to  give  ease  and  pleasure  to  themselves,  no  matter 
how  it  impoverishes  and  distresses  others.  And  they  will,  if  no  stop  be 
put  to  them,  go  on  until  they  bring  about  what  seems  to  them  to  be  so 
very  desirable,  a  real  republic,  a  democray,  similar  to  the  one  that  their 
like  manage  with  such  dexterity  in  the  United  States  of  America ;  and 
which  I  have  undertaken  to  hold  up  as  an  example  to  be  avoided  by  the 
people  of  England. 

I  address  this  letter  to  you  because  it  is  on  the  subject  of  fraudulent 
banking — the  principal  means  by  which  the  self-governed  of  the 
United  States  are  cheated,  to  an  extent  that  you  cannot,  I  think,  possi- 
bly have  any  idea  of;  and  because  you  are  a  banker  yourself,  and 
have,  at  various  times,  advocated  th«  filling  of  every  man's  pocket  with 
paper  money :  paper  money,  not,  it  is  true,  to  be  issued  upon  the 
vile  principle  of  the  republican  system — ^you,  I  trust,  would  be  the 
last  to  sanction  a  contrivance  so  base  and  fraudulent ;  but  it  will  not 
be  long  before  that  system  is  introduced,  if  American  democracy  is 
suffered  to  make  many  more  strides  into  this  country ;  and  when  once 
that  is  established,  there  is  an  end  to  all  England's  greatness.  This, 
Sir,  is  my  firm  belief,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved ;  I  pray  you,  therefore,  to 
let  it  receive  your  attention^ — meditate  upon  it  in  the  grey  of  the  morning 
— pray  with  me  to  Almighty  God  that  it  may  not  happen — that  England 
may  retrace  her  steps ;  go  back  to  her  former  greatness ;  depend  chiefly 
on  her  glorified  land,  teeming  as  it  does  with  every  thing  that  is  lovely ; 
abandon  the  wild  schemes  of  the  da^r^designed,  as  I  have  witnessed  in 
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America,  to  shift  the  property  from  its  andent  owners,  and  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  vilest  race  that  ever  infested  the  world ;  a  race,  Sir,  who  are 
ever  engaged,  in  all  manner  of  subtlety,  to'take  from  the  poor  their  earn* 
ings,  fr^fie  rich  their  inheritance,  and  who,  instead  of  promoting  liberty 
and  happiness  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  promote  everything  that  is 
calculated  to  harass  and  distress  them. 

Allow  me  to  describe  to  you  the  manner  in  which  the  American 
banks  are  created :  it  will  prepare  your  mind  to  expert  the  calamitous 
results  that  I  shall  have  to  inform  you  of.  An  American  bank,  Sir,  is 
first  projected  by  a  number  of  men,  not  one  jot  more  respectable  than 
are  the  garter  men  themselves,  thimble-riggers,  pickpockets,  and  such 
like,  that  we  see  are  now  covering  the  face  of  the  course  at  our 
county  races.  Such  fellows  in  America,  if  they  do  not  happen  to  be  in 
the  legislature,  will,  by  means  of  open  bribery — no  shame  whatever  about 
it — obtain  a  charter  for  a  bank,  get  themselves  made  commissioners, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  sell  what  the  villains  call  the  stock ;  and,  having  made 
the  necessary  arrangements,  or  wound  up  the  garter,  they  proceed  to 
their  game. 

There  is  a  law  made  for  the  occasion,  which  says  that  the  "scrip" 
shall  be  sold  and  delivered  through  the  window  of  a  certain  building ; 
that  a  proper  time  shall  be  allowed  for  the  disposing  of  the  whole ;  that 
if  customers  are  not  found  for  the  whole  in  that  time,  then  the  commis- 
sioners shall  divide  the  remaining  shares  among  themselves.  The  "  stock,'' 
at  first,  owing  to  the  intolerable  ignorance  of  the  suffering  multitude,  is 
always  at  a  premium ;  so  that  it  is  advantageous  for  the  commissioners  to 
retain  for  themselves  as  many  shares  as  they  can ;  which  they  do,  by 
depriving  others  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  them.  In  the  first  place 
they  get  a  window  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground;  they  put  to  the  shut- 
ters, and  cut  a  hole  in  one  of  them,  about  six  inches  square,  through 
which  the  money  is  to  be  paid  and  the  "  scrip"  delivered.  Nobody  in  the 
whole  world  but  American  republicans  would  ever  have  thought  of  such 
a  scheme,  and  none  but  democrats  would  ever  submit  to  it.  If  you  were 
there.  Sir,  and  wanted  stock,  you  would  have  to  take  with  you,  to  the 
place  of  business,  two  or  three  friends,— tall,  powerful  friends, — ^naen 
that  could  fight  and  riot  as  well,  or  better,  than  any  on  the  ground. 
You  must  all  be  dressed,  or  rather  undressed,  for  the  occasion ;  a  pair  of 
very  thin  trousers,  for  those  in  active  service,  being  the  uniform ;  the 
exertions  required,  and  the  thermometer,  perhaps,  at  a  hundred  degrees, 
making  any  further  attire  not  only  superfluous,  but  an  impediment.  If, 
in  three  days'  attack,  you  should  be  so  far  victorious  as  to  get  up  to  the 
wall,  under  the  window,  you  will  have  eflFected  that  which  hundreds  can- 
not effect,  though  they  may  be  beaten  black  and  blue,  and  lose  their 
trousers  in  the  attempt.    But  we  will  suppose  you  and  your  friends  have 
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HO  fiff  succeeded,  and  are  actually  under  tlie  windowisf,  subject,  of 
course,  to  an-  iiistantaneous  removal,  as  all  are  now  contending  against 
you  three.  You  will  be  punched  and  jostled  very  severely ;  all  df  which 
you  must  disregard,  and  proceed  to  be  hoisted,  or  to  hoist  oiM^dtf  your 
friends,  up  to  the  hole  in  the  shutter — ^fuU,  already,  with  t#o  or  three 
hands  that  have  held  by  the  frame,  and  suspended  as  many  bodies,  for, 
perhaps,  an  hour.  If  it  be  you  that  is  hoisted,  you  are  now  in  a  most 
favourable  position ;  because,  when  one  of  them  falls,  from  exhaustion, 
you  can  clap  your  hand  in  the  place  from  which  his  is  removed,  and 
thus  support  your  own  weight  till  your  strength  is  fairly  gone,  in  the 
event  of  your  friends,  whose  heads  you  stand  upon,  being  driven  from 
lihder  you.  You  will  have  to  fell  at  last,  and  most  likely  without 
obtaining  the  scrip ;  but  you  can  console  yourself  by  reflecting  that 
yours  is  a  case  common  to  nine  out  of  ten  that  have  gained  the  same 
happy  and  advantageous  position,  and,  indeed,  to  all  that  have  not  the 
ring,  the  ribbon,  or  countersign ;  without  which,  to  get  stock,  none  but 
the  stranger  thinks  of  making  an  attempt.  Sir,  I  have  seen  all  this,  and 
more,  over  and  over  again.  I  have  seen  Philadelphian  merchants  per- 
form this.  I  have  seen  men  taken  off  the  ground  for  dead.  I  have  seen 
them  entirely  naked ;  and  I  have  seen  them,  in  other  respects,  in  a  state 
too  shameful  to  be  described.  And  the  better  to  support  what  I  say, 
which  I  can  scarcely  expect  will  be  believed,  by  those  to  whom  I  am  a 
stranger,  without  some  sort  of  testimony,  I  take  the  following  account  of 
the  "  scrip  selling"  of  two  of  these  banks  from  a  Philadelphian  nesvspaper, 
called  The  Inquirer^  dated  May  19,  1832,  which  paper  is  one  of  the 
leading  journals  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  it  is  opposed  to  the  com- 
missioners of  these  two  banks  in  politics,  to  which  fact  we  are  indebted 
for  this  faithfully  recorded  account  of  that  which  I  myself  did  witness. 
Had  the  commissioners  believed  in  the  editor's  creed,  their  proceedings 
would  have  passed  without  his  notice,  and  would  have  formed  matter  for 
the  reporters  of  the  opposite  party : — 

"  Strong  censure  is  expressed  by  many  of  our  citizens  at  the  disgrace- 
ful proceedings  which  have  taken  place  at  the  Masonic  Hall  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Girard  Bank  Stock.  It  appears,  from  all  that  we  can  ascer- 
tain upon  the  subject,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  a  large  portion  of  the 
stock,  a  few  persons — three  or  four — engaged  fifty  or  sixty  muscular 
men,  who  stripped  themselves  of  their  best  apparel,  and  substituted 
other  in  its  place  suitable  to  a  riot ;  they  then  formed  themselves  into  a 
cordon,  and  surrounded  the  three  windows  at  which  the  stock  was  to  be 
taken,  and  by  noise,  bustle,  blows,  and  confusion,  prevented  peaceable 
citizens  from  obtaining  shares, 

"  In  addition  to  this,  however,  another  circumstance  has  been  men- 
tioned to  us,  which  appears  highly  culpable.    There  are  one  hundred 
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and  fifty-tlire6  coAi^iBtilonerB,  wlky  luive  been  i^pointed  by  the  legisla* 
ture,  fbr  tbe  disposal  of  thiff  stock.  Bach  of  the«e  commiBBiimerff  was, 
by  the  act  of  the  l^slattire,  permitted  tx)  take  fivd  diares  on  the  finit 
day,  ten  on  the  second,  and  fifty  on  the  thit^ ;  and,  aflter  that,  they  are 
allowed  to  take  the  balance  of  shares  thfet  might  remain  unsold.  The 
whole  number  of  shares  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  commencement  was 
thirty  thousand.  These,  if  a  proper  course  of  conduct  had  been  pur- 
sued, iii%ht'  hate  all  been  disposed  of  during  the  first  day ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  liftle  more  t^an  a  thousand  shares  were  sold,  it  being  the  interest 
of  the  commissioners  to  protract  the  sale  until  after  the  three  days.  It 
is  said,  moreover,  that'  certain  of  the  commissioners  avoided  disposing  of 
the  shares  to'  those  who  had  forced  their  way  to  the  window,  having 
entered  intb  contracts  with  relatives  and  friends  to  share  the  profits  of 
the  stock.  Ifence  they  reached  over  the  hands  and  heads  of  others,  in 
order  to  take  the  money  from  those  with  whom  they  had  made  bargains, 
and  whose  hands  they  recogniised  by  wearing  rings,  white  strings  tied 
round  their  fingers,  and  other  marks  of  designation." 

The  folloMTing  is  from  the  same  paper,  but  appeared  on  another  day, 
viz..  May  23,  1832:— 

"  The  towniheeting  of  yesterday  afternoon,  held  with  reference  to  the 
Girard  Bank  l^x)ck,  was  very  large.  We  heard  the  number  of  persons 
present  estimated  at  upwards  of  thi$e  thousand ! 

"  John  Hare  Powell,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair.  Benjamin  Tevis 
and  John  Naglee,  Esquir^l^,  were  elected  vice-presidents.  Gondy  Raguet 
and  Richard  Penn  Smith  were  appointed  secretaries. 

'^  The  meeting  was  addressed  in  an  eloquent  and  impassioned  manner 
by  ColotllSl  John  Swift.  He  gave  a  history  of  the  proposed  Girard  Bank 
fiTMn  the  moment  the  schema  was  fint  suggested ;  was  severe  upon  the 
meniiben  of  this  legislature  who  were  instrumental  in  the  appointment  of 
so  large  a-  number  as  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  commissioners ;  was 
very  severe  upon  a  majority  of  the  commissioners,  whom  he  denounced 
as  guilty  of  a  '  bi^ch  of  trust,'  and  of  *  fraud.'  He  protested  that  the 
whol^  thirty  thousand  shares  might  have  been  disposed  of  in  a  single 
day ;  that  there  was  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  the  commission- 
ers to  protract  the  sale  for  self-advantage ;  asseverated  that  they  made 
bargains  with  their  firiends  outside,  whose  hands  were  recognised  by 
concerted  ba<^es,  rings,  &c.  He  b^eved  that  the  whole  was  a  system 
of  fraud  and  c<»Tuption,  and  as  such  the  voice  of  public  condemnation 
should  be  pronounced  against  it  in  the  most  emphatic  language. 

**  He  concluded  by  moving  a  preamble  and  a  set  of  resolutionB,  ih 
ivhich  Ae  spirit  of  his  remarks  was  concentrated.  After  they  had  been 
read  by  Uie  secMAry,  Mr.  Hare  Powell  made  a  few  observations  adverse 
to  theur  manner.    He  smd  he  was  not  wiUing  to  denounce  one  hundred' 
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and  fifty  respectable  men  as  guilty  of  fraud,  and  thus  render  bim&elf 
liable  to  a  prosecution  for  slander  and  a  libel«  He  was  utterly  opposed 
to  the  proceedings  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  but  he  thought  the  grieyance 
complained  of  might  be  redressed  by  milder  measures. 

"  The  resolutions  were  then  put  to  the  meeting,  and  carried  by  a  very 
large  majority."  * 

The  following  is  one  of  the  resolutions  :— 

^^  Eesolved,  That  the  open  and  palpable  system  of  bai^aiu  and  sale, 
the  utter  disregard  of  the  people's  rights,  the  scenes  of  riot,  confusion, 
and  disorder  which  have  sprung  from  and  characterised  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners,  are  sources  of  sincere  regret  and  humiliation,  and 
call  loudly  for  such  an  expression  of  public  opinion  as  shall  not  only 
bring  home  to  the  authors- of  this  disgrace  the  odium  which  they  merit, 
but  shall  redeem  the  character  and  redress  the  wrongs  of  an  insulted  and 
injured  community." 

From  the  same  paper.  The  Inquirer,  I  extract  the  following  account 
of  "  Taking  Stock  from  the  Western  Bank  ;'* — 

^^  Yesterday  was  the  last  day  assigned  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  for 
the  people  to  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  the  Western  Bank.  As  50 
shares  might  be  taken  by  each  person  on  this  last  day,  the  struggle  and 
excitement  were  commensurately  increased.  We* were  among  the  spec* 
tutors  of  the  scene  during  a  few  minutes  of  yesterday.  It  is  impossible, 
without  rendering  ourselves  liable  to  the  charge  of  exaggeration,  to  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  disgraceful  and  inhuman  proceedings.  There 
were  probably  5000  spectators — many  of  them,  however,  interested  in 
the  struggle  that  was  going  on  among  those  who  •  were  attempting  to 
force  their  way  to  the  window  and  obtain  scrip.  These  latter,  about 
300,  were  for  the  most  part  stout  and  athletic  men,  a  large  proportion  of 
them  stripped  of  every  vestment  but  their  pantaloons  and  shoes,  and 
many  of  them  distinguished  by  black  eyes,  bruised  limbs,  and  gashed 
faces — sad  indications  of  their  struggles  for  stock. 

**  The  building  from  which  the  stock  was  dispensed  is  a  four-story 
brick  house,  on  the  north  side  of  Market-street,  and  immediately  below 
Twelfth.  All  its  lower  windows  were  closed,  and  over  the  one  through 
which  the  stock  was  delivered  boards  were  nailed,  through  which  was  a 
solitary  aperture  sufficiently  large  to  admit  two  hands  at  one  time. 
Around  this  window  was  a  solid  phalanx  of  men,  wedged  together  as 
compactly  as  living  beings  could  be  wedged,  some  of  them  writhing  and 
struggling  to  reach  the  aperture,  others  fainting,  shrieking  with  paia, 
and  beseeching  a  passage  outward  in  order  to  save  their  lives.  Many 
were  dragged  out  like  dead  bodies,  after  ropes  had  been  attached  to 
their  limbs.  Not  one-fifth  of  those  who  reached  the  windows  were  able 
to  remain  there  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  the  commissioners  to  take 


AME^RICAN  SYSTEM  OF  BANKING.  57 

their  money  and  band  them  their  certificates ;  and  some  who  had  ac- 
complished this  object  were  so  weakened  and  exhausted  by  the  efforts 
that  their  certificates  fell  from  their  nerveless  hands  before  they  could 
effect  their  escape.  Shouts,  huzzas,  cheers,  and  imprecations,  were 
blended ;  and  while  some  attempted  to  revive  the  strength  and  protract 
the  courage  of  their  friends  by  fanning,  &c.,  others  adopted  another  plan, 
and  administered  to  them  potations  of  whiskey. 

^^  The  scene  throughout  was  disgraceful,  shocking  to  humanity,  and 
discreditable  to  ,the  character  of  the  city.  Many  of  those  present  ap- 
peared to  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  fault  was  in  the  law,  and  the 
makers  of  the  law  should  be  held  responsible.  Others  appeared  to 
think  that  the  law,  although  a  bad  one,  ^as  not  liberally  and  disin- 
terestedly construed  by  the  commissioners ;  and  that,  instead  of  there 
being  but  one  window  opened,  there  should  have  been  twenty,  or  at  all 
events  an  adequate  number." — Inquirer^  1832. 

To  give  you  an  idea,  Sir,  how  stock,  as  it  is  called,  is  paid  for,  be 
good  enough  to  read  the  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Girard  Bank  in  1836.  The  legislature,  I  ought 
to  observe,  had  given  the  proprietors  authority  to  add  to  their 
stock : — 

*'  Resolved,  that  the  stock  may  be  paid  up  in  full  at  the  time  it  is 
taken,  or  at  any  time  hereafler ;  and,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  the 
stockholders,  the  bank  will  discount  the  notes  of  such  as  may  desire  it 
for  forty  dollars  per  share,  on  a  hypothecation  of  the  stock,  at  sixty 
days'  date,  and  renew  the  same  for  sixty  days,  from  time  to  time,  on 
payment  of  five  dollars  per  share  at  each  renewal,  until  the  whole  shall 
be  paid." 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  manner  in  which  American  banks  are  made, 
and  in  which  the  public  money  is  squandered.  These  are  two  real  de- 
mocratic banks^  comioionly  called,  on  account  of  their  sterling  worth, 
"  Jackson  Banks,"  meaning  that  they  belong  to  the  Jackson  party, 
which  so  warmly  professed  to  love  justice,  hard  money,  and  the  dear 
people,  when  they  thought  the  people  would  be  satisfied  with  no  other 
professions ;  but  when  it  was  found,  in  1838,  that  the  bankers  of  the 
state  of  New  York  had  led  the  way  in  purchasing  the  dear,  but,  of  late, 
turbulent  people,  of  that  state,  and  had  driven  them  to  the  polls  like 
beasts  to  the  slaughter,  then  the  "  hard-money  democrats"  of  other 
states  began  to  alter  their  tone,  as  you  will  see  from  the  following  extract 

from  an . 

"  Address  of  the  Democratic  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee^  held  on 
Wednesday,  May  23rd,  1838,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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*'  That  our  opponents  are  strongly  impressed  wit^  the  belief  that 
General  Porter  will  be  elected,  is  obvious,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the 
vimlence  with  which  they  assail  him,  and*  the  gross  misrepresentations 
to  Which  they  continually  resoit.  They  allege  that  the  democratic  party 
is  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  and  is  continually  engaged 
in  endeavouring  to  break  up  the  credit-system  under  which  the  commu- 
nity has  prospered.  They  aver  that  it  is  hostile  to  all  banking  institu- 
tions*, and  is  seeking  their  overthrow  and  ruin,  and  endeavouring  to 
impose  upon  the  country  a  mere  metallic  circulation.  This,  suffer  uis  to 
remark,  is  a  sheer  imposition  upon  the  credulity  of  the  community,  and  is 
at  war  with  all  the  principles  ever  entertiainied  by  the  republican  party  of 
the  country.  The  acts  of  all  democratic  legislatures,  heretofore,  corrobo- 
rate this  remark,  and  show  that  banks  have  been  brought  into  existence, 
and  fostered  and  protected  by  democratic  administrations.  Even  the 
last  official  organ  of  the  party,  which  assembled  at  Harrisburg  (we 
allude  to  the  fifth  of  March  convention),  have  exposed  the  fallacy  of  a 
contrary  notion,  and  have  vindicated  die  party  from  this  slander  of  the 
enemy.'* 

I  had  the  honour  to  be  chosen  a  member  of  this  Corresponding  Com* 
mittee,  at  the  nomination  of  which  the  people  were  made  to  believe  that 
we  were  all  opposed  to  fraudulent  banks ;  and,  indeed,  they  pledged  us 
to  do  all  we  could  to  put  them  down.  I  attended  two  or  three  of  the 
meetings  of  this  committee;  and  I  declare  to  God  that  I  never,  till  then, 
believed  that  the  people  could  be  so  deluded  as  to  be  made  to  choose  for 
their  servants  such  base  and  unprincipled  men !  At  the  time,  and  in 
the  public  newspapers,  I  denounced  tiiem  as  such,  resigned,  and  resolved 
never  again  to  be  the  servant  of  men,  savereignt  or  not^  who  had  not 
sense  to  see  and  courage  to  redress  such  grievous  wrongs. 

r  have  often  seen,  at  **  great  meetings,"  where  the  fawning  dema- 
gogue has  professed  to  exult  because  majesty,  in  all  its  glory,  was 
present,  and  about  to  execute  that  most  important  prerogative,  the 
delegating  power  to  form  **  a  ticket,"  to  be  voted  at  the  ensuing  election. 
Oh,  with  what  solemnity  do  their  "  majesties  "  th^re  resolve  and  de- 
cree !  But  the  very  moment  their  royal  backs  are  turned,  their  doings 
are  cast  to  the  wind,  and  a  ticket  formed  of  materials  exactly  opposite  to 
those  just  commanded  to,be  used.  The  people  have,  for  these  last  eight 
years,  declared  hostility  to  their  own  acts,  and  particularly  to  the  bank- 
ing system ;  and  yet  they  are  annually  presented  with  a  ticket,  composed 
chiefly  of  bankers  themselves !  At  first  sight  of  such  ticket  they  are 
terribly  enwrathed,  and  swear  that  they  will  not  support  or  stand  by  the 
doing  of  their  own  delegation ;  but  they  are  soon  persuaded,  for  that 
one  timcf  to  bear  with  them,  fbr  the  sake  of  tiie  party  on  behalf  of 
which,  night  after  night,  do  the  orators  ehqumtfy  and  most  afibction- 
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ately  a)9peaL  They  allow  that  the  ticket  is  not  as  it  should  have  been ; 
hut,  say  they,  "  We  must  not  split,  we  are  the  crew  of  the  gallant  ship 
'  Democracy  :*  she  is  iii  imminent  peril  and  danger,  and  will  you  not 
bear  a  hand  to  save  her  from  impending  destruction  ?" 

"  The  question,  fellow-citizens,'*  say  the  paid  orators,  "  is  not  less 
than— whether  you  will  vote  for  tyrants,  or  whether  you  will  rally,  as 
usual,  round  the  standard  of  liberty — the  star-spangled  banner,  that 
proclaims  to  the  world  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave  ? 
We  cannot  do  otherwise,  fellow-citizens,  than  vote  the  ticket  (bad  as  it 
may  be)  whole  and  entire,  upon  the  principle  that  a  bad  democrat  is 
better  than  a  good  aristocrat.  No  scratching,  th^n  ;  he  that  scratches 
is  no  democrat.** 

'-  With  these,  and  such  like  appeals,  their  *•  majesties  '*  are  pacified, 
and,  again,  give  to  the  bankers  "  the  long  pull,  the  strong  pull,  and 
the  pull  altogether."  Thus,  some  are  cajoled,  some  frightened,  and  the 
rest  bribed,  till  the  thing  is  managed  with  far  more  ease  than  it  could 
be  under  any  other  description  of  despotism. 

It  is  astonishing.  Sir,  to  see  what  American  "  eloquence  "  will  do. 
When  England  becomes  a  republic  all  sensible  and  consistent  discourse 
must  be  laid  aside — the  stranger  the  doctrine  the  better ;  if  it  be  but 
eloquent^  all  will  throw  up  their  caps  and  drive  the  orator  into  a  rich 
place,  such  as  none  but  democrats  have  to  dispose  of.  But,  a  word 
more  of  the  corresponding  committee ;  it  spoke  truth,  when  it  said  that 
its  party  brought  into  existence  the  banks.  And,  it  might  have  added, 
all  other  villanous  things  that  have  been  fostered  by  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  for  these  last  thirty-five  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
three  years  of  the  late  administration.  And  this.  Sir,  is  worthy  of  your 
attention.  Here  are  men  governing  themselves,  no  obstacle  that  they 
know  of  in  their  way.  The  governors  have,  all  this  time,  been  of 
their  own  choice.  The  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  called  the 
National  Assembly,  have  emanated  directly  from  them ;  at  least  their 
form  of  government  calls  upon  us  to  believe  this ;  but,  in  truth,  they 
have  no  more  to  do  in  these  matters  than  had  the  Moors,  in  matters  of 
the  kind,  under  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  And  General  Jackson  said  when 
President,  "  that  sooner  than  live  in  a  country  where  such  a  power 
(meaning  the  bank  power)  prevailied,  he  would  seek  an  asylum  in  the 
wilds  of  Arabia.** 

Why,  Sir,  the  common  people — oh !  no,  I  beg  their  pardon,  there 
are  no  common  people  in  the  United  States,  but  the  working  people — 
know  no  moi^  at  the  commencement  of  an  electioneering  contest,  which 
takes  place  every  year,  where  tilfey  are  to  be  led  by  the  sleight-of-hand 
mountebanks,  or  what  they  sh^l  be  done  with,  thaii  the  little  black 


60  AMKRICAN  SYST£M  OF  BANKING. 

Welsh  beasts  know  what  is  to  be  their  fate,  when  Taffy  is  getting 
then/ together,  in  droves,  for  the  English  market. 

I  have  been  speaking  principally  of  the  democrats,  and  then  there  is 
another  "  party  "  called  at  present  the  "  Whigs."  They  often  [alter 
their  names ;  but,  under  whatever  name,  they  are  always  considered  to 
be,  and  are,  aristocrats,  desirous  of  none  but  property  suffrage,  alto- 
gether opposed  to  democracy,  and  not  very  fond  of  republicanism  in 
any  shape.  These  are  the  Adamses  and  the  Hamiltons.  They  are  the 
first  people  in  the  country  in  point  of  education  and  wealth.  Such 
were  they  that  Jefferson  speaks  of,  who,  at  the  public  dinners,  drank 
Washington's  health  sitting,  and  George  the  Third's  standing^  with 
three  times  three,  while  Paine  was  declaring  that,  in  all  America,  a 
man  could  not  be  found  that  did  not  despise  royalty.  Jefferson  again 
informs  us  that  John  Adams,  the  second  President,  while  dining  with 
him,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  British  constitution,  if  some  of  its 
defects  and  abuses  were  corrected,  would  be  the  most  perfect  consti- 
tution ever  devised  by  man*  Hamilton  asserted  that,  even  with  its 
existing  vices,  it  was  the  most  perfect  model  of  government  that  could 
be  formed,  and  that  the  correction  of  its  vices  would  render  it  an 
impracticable  government.  This  party  are,  and  always  have  been,  very 
powerful ;  but,  for  all  this  length  of  time,  have  never,  in  Pennsylvania, 
been  powerful  enough,  with  the  above-named  single  exception,  to  do 
anything  in  matters  of  government,  contrary  to  the  wishes,  as  expressed 
at  the  polls,  of  the  democratic  sovereign  people.  Therefore,  whatever 
has  been  done  are  their  acts  and  deeds.  They  have  none  but  themselves 
to  blame  for  that  despicable  state  of  things,  which  brings  a  blush  on 
the  cheek  of  every  sensible  and  honest  man,  who  has  ever  believed  it 
possible  for  a  thoughtless  multitude  to  govern  themselves  to  their  own 
advantage. 

Their  very  first  members  of  Congress,  according  to  Jefferson's  own 
showing,  were  more  fit  for  Botany  Bay  than  they  were  fit  for  Congress- 
men. In  a  letter  to  E.  Randolph,  in  1794,  he  says,  '*  I  declare  to  my 
countrymen  the  shameless  corruption  of  a  portion  of  the  representatives 
in  the  first  and  second  congress,  and  their  implicit  devotion  to  the 
treasury."  Then,  in  another  letter  to  the  same,  he  shows  us  what  was 
the  portion  he  alluded  to.  Speaking  of  some  resolutions  of  a  Mr.  Giles, 
he  says,  "  Mr.  Giles  and  one  or  two  others  were  sanguine  enough  to 
believe  that  the  palpableness  of  these  resolutions  rendered  it  impossible 
the  House  could  reject  them.  Those  who  knew  the  composition  of  the 
House,  1st,  of  bank  directors ;  2nd,  holders  of  bank-stock  ;  3rd,  stock- 
jobbers; 4th,  blind  devotees;  5th,  ignorant  persons  who  did  not 
comprehend  them ;  and  6th,  lazy  persOTB.]     The  men  who  knew  these 
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characters,  foresaw  that  the  three  first  descriptioos ,  making  one^third  of 
the  house,  the  three  latter  would  make  one-half  of  the  residue,  and^  of 
course,  that  they  would  be  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one." 

What  could  we  expect  from  self-government  other  than  what  we  now 
behold,  when  its  infant  state  is  thus  described  by  him  who  wrote  the 
**  Declaration  of  Independence,"  and  did  more  to  establish  democracy 
than  all  the  rest — ^being,  perhaps,  the  only  man  of  any  consequence 
that  really  desired  to  have  a  republic ;  and  he,  directly  after  he  had 
succeeded,  found  out  his  mistake,  and,  in  a  letter  to  John  Randolph, 
says, ''  I  would  rather  be  dependent  on  Great  Britain,  properly  limited, 
than  on  any  other  nation  upon  earth,  or  than  on  no  nation.''  And  again, 
in  another  letter  to  the  same,  he  said,  **  Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  there  is 
not  in  the  British  empire  a  paan  who  more  cordially  loves  a  union  with 
Great  Britain  than  I  do.''  He  speaks  of  Washington's  grievous 
complaints  to  him  of  the  abuses  going  on  in  different  departments,  and 
says,  "  I  told  him  that  a  system  had,  in  the  treasury,  been  contrived 
for  deluging  the  states  with  paper  money  instead  of  gold  ai\d  silver ; 
for  withdrawing  our  citizens  from  the  pursuits  of  commerce,  manu- 
factures, and  other  branches  of  useful  industry,  to  occupy  themselves 
and  their  capitals  in  a  species  of  gambling,  destructive  of  morality,  and 
which  had  introduced  its  poison  into  the  government  itself.  That  they 
had  from  time  to  time  aided  in  making  such  legislative  constructions  of 
the  constitution  as  made  it  a  very  different  thing  from  what  the  poor 
people  thought  they  had  submitted  to." 

See,  Sir,  how  the  poor  creatures  were  cheated !  The  ink  was  scarcely 
dry  with  which  was  written  the  solemn  compact  by  which  they  had 
agreed  to  be  governed,  before  it  was  construed  so  as  to  be  entirely 
diflFerent  from  what  the  people  thought  they  had  submitted  to. 
•  Is  it  any  wonder  that  a  monarchical  party  should  spring  up  ?  Would  it 
not  be  infinitely  better  for  a  people  to  live  even  under  a  despot,  whose 
interest  as  well  as  his  duty  requires  that  he  should  be  just  towards  his 
subjects ;  would  it  not  be  better  to  live  under  him,  than  under  a  misera- 
ble, cheating,  designing  set  of  creatures  such  as  this  ex-president 
describes  ?  Why,  Sir,  I  never  met  with  a  man  or  woman  in  America 
that  was  old  enough  to  remember  what  was  the  state  of  things  before 
the  revolution,  that  did  not,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  deplore  the  change. 
'*  A  monarchical  party  sprung  up,"  said  Jefferson,  **  consisting  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, the  judiciary,  two  out  of  three  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature, 
all  the  officers  of  the  government,  all  who  want  to  be  officers,  all  timed 
men,  who  prefer  the  calm  of  despotism  to  the  boisterous  sea  of  liberty.  *. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  leading  people  of  America,  in  the  first  place, 
never  intended  nor  desired  to  have  a  republic,  but,  when  they  had  passed 
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the  Salneon,  they  were  obliged  to  tell  the  people  that,  if  they  would  fight, 
they  should  all  be  kings  together.  There  was  not  a  man  of  any  conse- 
quence among  them  that  did  not  regret  before  one  year  had  passed 
that  he  had  ever  sanctioned  the  rebellion.  They  all  saw  to  what  it 
would  lead;  and  Washington  himself  expressed  his  doubts,  but  re« 
marked  to  JeflEerson,  that  as  he  had  pledged  his  life,  his  fortune,  and 
his  sacred  honour  to  support  republicanism,  he  would  do  so  with  the 
last  drop  of  his  blood. 

And  Jefferson  himself  tells  us  that  the  people  soon  became  indolent, 
extra.¥agant,  and  unfaithful  to  their  engagements ;  and  that,  to  make  them 
better,  be  looked  forward  to  the  abolition  of  all  credit  as  the  only  remedy. 
This  puts  me  in  mind  of  some  remarks  made  on  this  subject  by  an  Eng- 
lish friend  of  mine,  a  farmer  in  the  United  States,  whom  I,  one  scorching 
day,  found  in  his  hay^making  field,  and  sitting  nearly  naked  under  the 
^de  of  the  catalpha.  *'  Sir,"  said  I,  "  you  seem  in  a  very  contemplative 
mood."  ''  Yes,"  said  he,  '*  I  have  been  considering  of  that  which  I  have 
often  befcffe  considered  of  without  success;  but  now  I  have  satisfied 
myself.  The  question  before  me  was,  what  can  be  the  cause  of  the  ex- 
traordinary tricking,  scheming,  cunning,  and  unfaithful  conduct  of  these 
Americans,  considering  that  they  are  descended  from  countries  that 
bear  no  resemblance  to  them  in  these  things  ?  and  the  conclusion  I  have 
come  to  is,  that  it  is  occasioned  by  the  heat  of  the  climate :  I  do  not 
wonder  that  any  man,  who  has  to  work  under  this  broiling  sun,  should 
devise  means,  if  possible,  to  live  without  work ;  and,  when  he  has 
succeeded,  like  begets  like,  until  such  conduct  has  become  national." 

'*  I  think,"  said  I,  *'  that  in  part  you  are  right ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  form  of  the  government  has  also  something  to  do  with  it,  which 
seems,  instead  of  checking,  to  give  facility  to  every  species  of  villany." 
"  Ah !  "  said  he,  ^'  I  have  thought  of  that  before ;  and  I  have  wondered 
whether  it  was  the  habits  of  the  people  that  caused  the  comiption  and 
wickedness  of  the  gQLvemment,.or  whether  it  was  the  government  that 
caused  the  corruption  and  wickeflnesp  in  the  people," — a  point  that  we 
did  not  agree*upon,  but  left  open  for  further  discussion. 

The  romance-writer.  Captain  Marryfit,  intimates,  that  what  the 
Americans  are  now  the  English  ^ere  formerly ;  that  all  the  former's 
energy  and  activity  are  of  British  origin.  In  one  word,  he  institutes  a 
sort  of  comparison  between  the  two  people,  and  appears  to  show  that  they 
resemble  eaoh  other  in  many  respects.  Now,  the  fact  is,  they  resemble 
each  other  in  nothing  excepting  in  speaking  the  same  language.  The 
British  people  never  were,  are  not  now,  and,  I  think,  never  will  be,  any 
more  like  the  great  mass  of  the  American  republicans,  than  is  the  pick- 
pocket of  tbe  town  like  the  plain,  honest,  bard*working  country  fJEirmer, 
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to  the  Uoited  States,  but  bis  w<»k,  as  a  whole,  is  us  muah  a  romance  as 

any  of  those  numerous  amusing  books  of  bis  which  are  avowedly  .so. 

I  wik\  now  return  to  American  banking,  and  exhibit  to  you  some  of 
the  consequences  that  flow  from  sources  like  the  making  of  banks,  as 
they  wind  their  way  through  the'  republic.  J  have  befove  me  a  Phila- 
delphia newspaper,  *'  The  Democratic  HeraU/'  edited  by  a  cashier  of  a 
bank,  to  vrhom  great  credit  is  given  for  his  knowledge  in  the  afiairs  of 
banking.  In  this  paper,  dated  Oct.  26»  1836,  he  statcsi,  that  the  paper 
currency  of  the  United  States,  at  that  time,  was  agbt  hundred  miUion 
dollars !  That  the  specie  capital  was  sixty  million  dollars,  leaning  a 
deficency  of  specie  of  seven  hundred  and  forty  million  .dollars  ! 

This  is  the  highest  statement  that  J  have  seen,  for  there  is  no  correot 
statement  to  be  got;  and  when4;he  statesmen,  in  their  speedies,  or  in 
their  public  documents,  speak  on  this  subject,  there  are  no  two  thiM: 
make  the  .amount  anything  like  the  same.  They  frequently  confess, 
which  you  will  see  in  the  Appendix,  that  tbei^e  is  no  possibility  of  know- 
ing what  is  the  amount;  and  their  situation  appear/s  to  me  to  be  similiMr 
to  that  of  France,  in  the  days  ,pf  ajisignats  and  the  reign  of  terror. 
Since  the  above  statement,  there  has  been  added  to  the  circulation  mil- 
lions upon  millions  of  tra^h,  called  Hi^n  plasters^  that  are  worse,  if  poir 
sible,  than  those  notes  that  we  before  had  to  complain  of;  and,  when  we 
consider  this,  I  think  we  x^eed  not  hesitate  to  take  eight  hundred  nuUionp 
as  the  amount  of  paper  money,  or  what  they  call  money,  afloat  in  the 
United  States.  You  will  observe  that  the  invest  of  this  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty  millions  of  nothiog— for  in  t)ns  paper  there  is  no  value, 
any  more  than  there  would  be  if  issued  by  the  beggars  in  the  street, 
except  what  it  gains  fipom  the  credulity  of  the  people — is  forty-four 
millions  ibur  hundred  thousand  doUars ! ! 

We  must  not,  however,  suppose  that  this  is  aU ;  that  villains  like  them 
can  be  kept  to  lawful  interest :  they  are  not  aatiafled  with  their  grant ;  they 
are  above  the  law  and  do  just  as  they  please :  the  question  with  them  is, 
how  much  can  be  wrung  out  of  the  industry  of  the.country  P—^they  there- 
fore have  .gone  from  six,  to  ten,  twenty,  thicly,  and,  to  .my  own  know- 
ledge, forty  per  cent,  per  annum  usucy !  So  that  the  true  anwunt  paid 
to  these  tyrants  at  that  time,  if  we  were  .to  take  it  for  granted  that  .they 
Jet  all  their  trash,  out  to  good  customers,  at  the  latter  rate,  would  be  two 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  four  hundred  thousand  doHucs  par  year.  A 
tax  of  upwards  of  twenty  dollars  each,  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  the  union  to  pay,  besides  the  expenses  of  the  government,  which  is 
another  matter.  I  know  that  you  will  think  that  I  must  be  wrong  about 
the  exorbitant  interest,  but  I  assure  ypu.  Sir,  tiiat  /evei^body  knows  it 
is  quite  common  for  what  is  termed  the  best  paper  to  be  done  at  forty 
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er  fifty  par  cent  per  ttmuni.  And  in  a  newipaper  that  now  Ues  before 
me,  called  **  The  Pennsylvanian,'*  there  is  the  fcdlowingcate  of  usury  in 
1837  :— 

**  Keen  Shaving. — In  a  trial  recently  had  in  New  York, it  came  out 
in  evidence,  according  to  the  ^  New  York  Times,'  that  one  Temple  Fay, 
a  broker,  in  Wall-street,  advanced  a  mechanic,  in  his  business  of  stone- 
cutter, seven  thousand  dollars  in  seventeen  months,  and  that  his  charges 
for  guarantee  and  commission  amounted  to  six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents !" 

But  we  must  not  stop  even  here ;  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  those 
who  borrow  these  notes,  or  at  least  those  who  borrow  for  the  purpose  of 
speculation  and  monopoly,  are  full  as  greedy  as  the  lenders,  and  they 
again  tax  the  people  quite  as  unmercifully;  part  we  know  of  their 
gains  goes  to  make  up  the  bankers'  tax,  but  still  more  remains  in  their 
hands.  For  instance,  we  who  have  lived  in  America  know  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  these  two  taxes,  we  should  not  have  had  to  pay,  in  the 
year  1837,  more  than  five  dollars  per  barrel  for  flour,  instead  of  which 
we  had  to  pay  twelve  dollars !  The  flour  was  soon  in  the  hands  of  the 
speculators,  and  was  laid  in  by  them  at  low  and  hit  prices :  their  pro- 
fits, on  an  average,  could  not  have  been  less  than  seven  dollars  the  barrel : 
we  will  suppose  that  they  borrowed  the  money  for  one  year,  to  carry 
this  villany  into  eflect ;  they  would  then,  for  every  barrel  (say  that  it  cost 
five  dollars),  have  to  give  to  the  bankers  and  shavers,  or  brokers,  for 
their  share  of  the  booty,  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and  five  hundred  and 
twenty  would  remain  for  themselves. 

If  we  further  suppose  that  the  whole  of  the  seven  hundred  and  forty 
millions  of  paper-dollars  were  at  work  in  this  way,  then  we  approach  to 
an  amount  of  bankrtaxaiion  that  camiot  be  credited ;  as  it  would  make, 
in  the  whole,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars  for  that 
year :  and  which,  be  it  more  or  less,  is  as  direct  a  tax  as  if  it  had  been 
levied  at  once  by  the  house  of  representatives,  where  the  swindlers  have 
the  honour  to  form  such  a  respectable  majority. 

This  tax  the  second,  then,  has  Increased  individual  taxation  to  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  each.  But,  that  we  may  not  be 
accused  of  exaggeration,  we  will  take  the  half  of  that  sum  (sixty-seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents),  which  please  to  add  to  the  government-tax, 
dty-tax,  townships',  county,  and  other  taxes,  and  then  tell  me  which 
has  the  best  of  it,  the  republicans,  or  the  grievously-taxed  people  of 
£ngland* 

'*£ach  person  in  Fngland,"  says  one  of  these  statistic  account* 
makers,  '^  pays,  or  somebody  pays  for  him,  fourteen  dollars  and  forty- 
four  cents  annually  for  the  support  of  the  government ;  in  the  United 
States,  but  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents ! " 
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Tfae  felkmiig  are  the  prices  of  prorisions  at  the  time  I  am  speaking 
of  (1831),  ivhich  I  take  from  a  New  York  paper: — 

**  Terrible  Prices. — The  price  of  a  moderate  pair  of  ducks,  yester- 
day, was  2  dollars  50  cents ;  a  little  pair  of  chickens,  1  dollar  50  cents. ; 
hee^  12  to  16  cents  per  Ih.;  veal,  14  cents;  eggs,  6  cents  each; 
apples,  1  dollar  30  cents  per  bushel." — Journal  of  Com, 

^  Life  in  New  York. — It  is  easier  to  write  about  living  in  this  city 
than  to  find  the  means  of  living.  Rents  have  universally  gone  up  from 
20  to  30  per  cent. ;  fLova  is  at  15  dollars  per  barrel.  The  prices  in 
market  this  day  were  as  follows: — Beef,  12^^  to  15  cents;  mutton, 
1*7  to  19  cents;  veal,  18  cents;  turkeys,  25  cents  per  lb.  (equal  to 
from  2  to  3  dollars  a-piece) ;  a  goose,  2  dollars ;  a  pair  of  chickens^ 
2  doUars." 

Eighteen  years  ago  that  country  had  just  passed  through  an  ordeal 
similar  to  the  one  it  is  now  struggling  to  pass  through.  The  property 
had, nearly  all  of  it,  changed  hands,  and  the  prices  were  then  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  The  following  is  extracted  from  Niles*  Register^  and  was  taken 
from  a  Cincinnati  Price  Current  of  December  21,  1821. 

'^  *  Pork  is  now  selling  at  H  cent  per  lb.;  flour,  2^  dollars  per  bar- 
rel ;  fine  beef,  hind  quarters,  2  cents ;  veal,  2  cents ;  eggs,  8  cents 
per  dozen ;  butter,  10  cents  per  lb. ;  partridges,  25  cents  per  dozen ; 
turkeys,  very  fine,  25  cents  each ;  lard,  3j^ ;  hams,  5  cents  per  lb. ; 
vegetables  equally  cheap.     Society  excellent.'  " 

It  was  in  the  year  1824,  in  those  happy  timesi  that  I  arrived  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  I  soon  found  that  the  city  was  under  the  control  of  ten 
establishments  of  bank-note  usurers  (which  have  now  increased  to 
nearly  double) ;  and,  until  I  found  out  the  cause,  I  was  much  surprised 
that,  under  them,  things  should  appear  so  prosperous.  But  you  see, 
Sir,  they  and  their  customers  had  been  regenerated,  were  fresh  and  full 
of  vigour,  and  did,  indeed,  for  a  time,  work  admirably;  but,  in  the 
fourth  year  of  my  sojourn  among  them,  the  bankers  had  a  **  caucus,'* 
which  resulted  in  their  once  more  trying  how  the  people  would  bear  a 
little  extra  pressing.  Accordingly,  with  great  rapidity,  they  found  it 
^  expedient "  to  curtail  their  then  reasonable  discounts,  by  wHich  means 
they  had  things  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  They  then  set  their  specu- 
lators to  work,  and  they,  quietly,  bought  up  everything  they  could  lay 
their  hands  on.  This  done^  they  put  out  accounts  of  scarcity^  and, 
what  was  still  better,  some  "  very  respectable  charadter "  had  just 
returned  from  £urope>  where  he  had  learnt,  from  high  authority,  that 
the  probabilities  of  war  there  were  very  great,  in  the  event  of  which  it 
would  be  impossible  to  tell  how  high  the  prices  of  provisions  would  go. 
The  bankers,  theui  became  more  ^^  liberal ;"  indeed,  they  lent  their  notes 
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in  great  profusioB  to  thfi  ^  business-men,*'  alias  *'  ^iteiprising  men/'  irfio 

were  soon  seen,  helter-skelter,  in  every  direction,  purchasing  aH  kinds 
of  goods  of  the  bankers'  speculators,  at  their  high  prices.  Flour,  in  a 
few  days,  rose  from  four  to  eight  dollars  the  barrel ;  and,  before  the 
harvest  of  the  same  year,  it  was  down  again  to  its  original  price.  By 
this  juggle,  quick  as  it  was  done,  the  people  were  tracked  out  of  millions 
of  dollars.  One  cashier  of  a  bank,  who  carries  his  head  as  high  as  any 
man  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  took  the  liberty  of  making  use  of  a  little 
of  the  paper  of  his  bank,  without  the  knowledge  or  leave  of  the  rest 
concerned;  for  which  be  underwent  an  examination,  when,  in  the 
course  of  the  evidence,  it  came  out  that  he  had  been  speculating, 
and  that  he  had  made  a  thousand  dollars  per  day  for  ninety  successive 
days! 

As  to  the  high  prices,  of  late,  being  occasioned  by  over-issue  of  paper- 
money,  that  is  too  clearly  established  for  aay  honest  man  to  attempt  to 
deny.    The  bankers,  however,  used  every  endeavour  to  make  the  people 
believe  that  there  was  a  scarcity,  although  they  knew  that  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  alone,  in  the  winter  of  1837f  there  were  thirty  thousand 
barrels  of  flour  spcHled  by  keeping,  and  tops  of  hams  and  cheese  that 
were  entirely  wasted.     Such  proceedings  are,  indeed)  the  way  to  make  a 
scarcity,  and  will  eventually  bring  about  a  famine  in  the  country,  if  it 
be  continued,  and  if  the  pex>ple  are  for  the  most  part  to  be  employed  in 
all  sorts  of  roguish  and  foolish  things,  instead  of  tilling  their  lands ; 
but  at  that  time  there  was  no  scarcity,  as  acknowledged  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  who  was  a  farmer  himself.    He  said,  and  in  his  message, 
too,  that  "  the  season,  on  th(e  whole,  had  been  a  plentiful  and  profitable 
one  for  the  farmer."     And  the  President,  the  same  year,  in  his  message, 
makes  use  of  these  words : — "  It  is  a  source  of  the  most  heartfelt  satis- 
faction to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the  high  state  of  prosperity 
which  our  beloved  counjtry  has  obtained;"  meaning,  of  course,  that 
there  was  plenty  to  eat  and  to  wear,  faty  without  such  things,  a  nation 
cannot  be  said  to  be  prosperous.    God  blessed  his  people,  and  said, 
*'  the  seed  shall  be  prosperous,  the  vine  shall  give  her  fruit,  and  tiie 
earth  shall  give  her  increase,"  and  so  on.      It  would  be  the  height  of 
nonsense  to  talk  of  {H-osperity  in  the  abaence  of  these  things,  therefore  we 
have  the  testimony  of  the  President  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Grovemor  of  the  State,  to  show  that  the  intense  su&rings  were  not  owing 
to  scarcity.    And  then  we  have  the  proceedings  of  a  "  gxeat  city  and 
county  meeting,"  whose  committee  reported  that  it  had  corresponded  on 
the  subject  with  more  than  forty  members  of  the  legislature,  and  with 
many  members  of  congress ;  and,  among  many  other  senseless  things, 
we  have  the  following : — 

'*  In  conclusion,  your  committee  conceive  that  the  imposing  evil  we 
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haye  diligently  sought  for  is  not  found  in  a  scarcity  of  crops,  or  in  tbe 
unjust  demands  of  the  labourer  for  the  price  of  his  hire,  but  fairly  attri- 
butable to  the  issues  and  influence  of  an  unparalleled  number  of  mono- 
polies granted  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature ;  they  therefore  submit 
the  following  resolutions : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  the 
present  high  prices  of  provisions  and  fuel  ought,  of  common  right,  to  be 
immediately  reduced ;  because  it  is  now  clearly  shown,  by  a  committee 
appointed  to  report  thereon,  that  the  grain-crop  of  the  last  year  has 
been  in  a  majority  of  the  counties  of  the  State  equal  to  an  average 
crop,  and  that  the  produce  of  the  coal-mines  has  exceeded  former  years 
two  hundred  thousand  tons;  and  that  the  scarcity,  if  any,  has  been  pro- 
duced by  speculators,  and  they  alone  should  pay  the  costs  of  such 
reduction. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  sub-committee  of  finance  be  authorised,  and 
they  are  hereby  requested,  to  prepare  printed  memorials  to  submit  to  the 
citizens  of  the  State  for  their  approval,  recommending  the  passage  of  a 
law  for  the  erection  of  one  or  more  public  granaries  and  coal-yards,  to 
be  owned  by  and  kept  by  the  State,  with  such  regulations  as  shall  at  all 
times  afford  the  farmer  and  the  miner  a  fair  cash-price  for  wood,  c6al, 
and  grain ;  and  provide  each  citizen,  who  may  demand  it,  a  sufficient 
quantity  for  his  own  consumption  at  cost." 

The  want  and  wretchedness  is,  they  say,  fairly  attributable  to  mono- 
polies granted  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature.  This,  in  part,  is 
true ;  but  only  think  of  the  idiotic  meeting  recommending,  as  a  cure, 
public  granaries  and  coal-yards !  One  of  the  crack-skulled  orators  had 
been  informed  of  the  happy  condition  of  China,  which  he  attributed  to 
her  public  granaries ;  and  he  thought,  if  he  thought  of  anything  besides 
humbugging  the  gaping  creatures  by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  that  such 
a  system  might  be  established  in  his  republic ;  forgetting,  if  he  ever 
knew,  that  China  is  not  cursed  with  ''  assignats,"  and  that  nothing  good 
ean  ever  take  root  where  there  exists  that  blasting  mildew. 

When  we  look  at  the  proceedings  at  this  meeting  of  "  sovereigns,"  we 
are  obliged  to  come  to  one  of  two  conclusions,  to  wit — that  they  were 
fools  or  knaves;  and  either  leaves  us  without  hope  that  anything  can  be 
done  to  improve  the  political  condition  of  their  country.  They  railed 
bitterly  against  the  bankers  and  speculators,  and  then,  on  the  spot, 
chose  sixty  of  them  as  a  committee  to  beg  for  the  poor,  "then,"  as  they 
siud,  "  dying  for  want."  Even  the  king  of  the  bankers  and  speculators, 
Biddle,  himself,  who  boasts  of  his  power  to  crush  them  all  at  his  plea- 
sure, and,  like  the  potter,  to  "  make  one  vessel  to  honour  and  another  to 
di^onour," — even  he  was  chosen  one  of  this  committee.  Would  he  agree 
with  those  who  appointed  him,  that  the  speculators,  or  the  sixty^  should 
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be  made  to  lower  their  prices  ?  And  then  only  think  of  all  this  foss, 
adjourning,  as  they  did,  from  time  to  time,  all  winter,  to  find  out  the 
cause  of  the  *' imposing  evil!"  Why,  Sir,  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I, 
myself,  am  no  Solomon,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  divination ;  I  could  not  see, 
before  the  land  was  prepared  to  receive  the  seed,  that  there  would  be  a 
deficiency  in  the  crop;  but  I  knew  that  the  notes,  to  an  enormous 
amount,  had  been  issued,  and  I  foretold  the  consequences  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  working  men,  published  in  1835,  in  which  are  these 
words : 

^'  As  to  steering  clear  of  the  sweeping  pestilence,  like  the  one  that, 
in  a  fexo  montlis^  will  make  its  appearance  among  us,  it  is  out  of  the 
question :  no  matter  how  wise  a  man  may  be,  or  how  much  he  may 
detest  the  abominable  system  of  banking,  it  will  be  out  of  his  power  to 
escape  from  its  ravages." 

Now,  in  respect  to  time,  surely  no  almanac-maker,  Dr.  Partridge  not 
excepted,  could  be  more  exact ;  and  where  is  the  man,  except  the  sixty ^ 
and  their  brother  bankers  and  speculators,  that  have  escaped  the 
ravages? 

And  again,  in  the  same  year,  when  Matthew  Carey,  Esq., — ^you  have 
heard  of  M.  Carey,  I  suppose ;  every  body  must  have  heard  of  him ;  he 
who  has  spent  a  long  life  in  fishing  for  flattering  compliments,  and  who 
has  been  so  kind  as  to  string  all  that  he  ever  obtained  together,  and  pre- 
sent them  to  us  in   a  celebrated  work,  called  ^*  Autobiography  of  M. 
Carey,"  and  who  also  insists  upon  it,  that  he  has  done  more  good  in  the 
world  than  all  the  rest  that  ever  lived  in  it ;  that,  if  his  advice  had  been 
attended  to,  he  could  have  given  "  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  to 
thirteen  millions  of  souls ;  that  he  could  have  changed  the  fate  of  the 
government;  prevented  the  forthcoming  dissolution  of  the  Union,  civil  war, 
and  ultimate  despotism" — this  is  a  character  that,  I  trust,  you  will  admit 
of  sufficient  consequence  for  me  to  refer  to.     Well,  he  and  his  friend. 
Dr.  Draper,  told  the  poor  working  women,  then  "  on  strike"  for  wages, 
that  their  condition  would  soon  be  one  of  comfort,  plenty,  and  happi- 
ness ;  and  the  Doctor  complimented  his  firiend  for  having  written  **  ably 
and  eloquently*^  upon  the  "  lowness  of  the  women* s  wages j^*  and  hoped 
to  have  the  ^*  supreme  gratification  of  seeing  such  efforts  crowned  with 
success."     I  wrote  and  published  a  letter  to  the  Doctor,  in  which  I  re- 
marked that,  if  the  thing  depended  on  Carey's  "  eloquence,"  the  condition 
of  the  poor  women  would  get  worse  and  worse.  "  Others,"  said  I,  "  may 
tell  pleasing  tales  to  the  workers,  to  make  them  believe  that  by  the  strike 
they  will  effect  all  that  is  wanting ;  but,  for  my  part,  whether  I  please 
them  or  not,  I  will  tell  them  nothing  that  I  do  not  steadfastly  believe ; 
and,"  said  I,  "  I  beg  both  you  and  them  to  remember,  that  I  now  tell 
you  that  the  condition  of  the  workers  will  never  be  improved  while  the 
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present  syBtem  of  banking  is  in  existence."  Since  then,  four  or  five 
years  have  elapsed,  and  no  comfort,  no  plenty,  no  happiness  has  yet  been 
known  among  them;  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  misery  is  greatly 
increased,  as  shown  by  Carey  himself. 

I  wish.  Sir,  to  make  you,  and  through  you  the  people  of  Birmingham, 
well  understand  these  things ;  because  they  must,  I  think,  on  doing  so, 
become  convinced  that  in  self-government  there  is  no  safeguard  against 
oppression,  even  of  the  most  heinous  nature  that  ever  mankind  was 
cursed  with. 

"  What,"  asked  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  his  place  in  the  Senate  of  1834— 
and  Mr.  Calhoun  is  considered  to  be,  and  is,  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not 
the  very  greatest,  statesman  in  America — "  What,"  said  he,  "  is  the 
safety-fund  system  of  New  York  but  a  union  between  the  banks  and 
the  State,  and  a  consummation  by  law  of  that  community  of  feeling  in 
the  banking  system  which  I  have  attempted  to  illustrate,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  extend  their  discounts,  and  to  obtain  which  the  interior  banks 
of  the  State  have  actually  put  themselves  under  the  immediate  protection 
of  the  government  ?  The  effects  have  been  striking.  Already  have 
they  become  substantially  mere  paper  machines,  several  having  not  more 
than  from  one  to  two  cents  in  specie  to  the  dollar  when  compared  with  their 
circulation ;  and,  taking  the  aggregate,  their  avenge  condition  will  be 
found  to  be  but  little  better.  .  .  •  Such  is  the  strong  tendency  of  our 
banks  to  terminate  their  career  in  the  paper  system  in  an  open  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payment.  Whenever  that  event  occurs,  the  progress  of 
convulsion  and  revolution  will  be  rapid.'' 

Then  again,  in  the  same  speech,  Mr.  Calhoun  justly  observes  that, 
"  If  we  suppose  the  entire  currency  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  portion  of 
the  community,  and  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  other  portion,  the 
former,  by  having  the  currency  in  their  possession,  might  control  the 
value  of  all  the  property  in  the  community,  and  possess  themselves  of  it 
at  their  pleasure." 

Since  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  an  ''  open  suspension  of  specie  payment" 
has  taken  place ;  and  I  perfectly  agree  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  convulsion  and  revolution  will  be  rapid. 

For  the  information  of  the  mechanics,  who,  I  hope  and  trust,  will, 
sooner  or  later,  read  this  letter,  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  a  few  facts 
more  particularly  relating  to  trade. 

Well,  then^  when  I  commenced  my  business  in  Philadelphia,  the  jour- 
neymen were  on  strike;  and  I  believe  it  was  the  first  strike  they  ever 
had  in  that  country,  and  that  was  more  for  a  r^ulation  than  for  an 
advance  of  prices.  A  committee  from  the  "boss"  (a  republican  name 
for  master)  hatters  called  upon  me  to  sign  some  resolutions  which  they 
had  signed,  and  which  ^'  solemnly  pledged"  them  to  abide  by  certain 
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rules.  I  objected,  not  liking  to  solemnly  pledge  myself,  lest  I  should 
afterwards  haire  cause  to  repent.  I,  however,  at  last  complied,  which 
delayed  my  business  for  two  or  three  months,  when  I  found  that  the 
very  committee-men,  who  got  my  solemn  pledge  recorded  with  theirs, 
had  been  busily  at  work  for  some  time,  having  complied  with  the  terms 
of  the  strikes  in  every  particular.  This  was  the  first  time  I  pledged 
myself  to  anything  relating  to  trade,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  the  last :  it 
taught  me  that,  if  a  man  is  honest,  and  fetters  himself  to  others,  he  will 
be  very  likely  to  be  the  dupe  of  those  that  are  not  so. 

The  trade  from  this  time  became  unsettled;  and,  soon  after  the 
strike,  a  man,  possessing  a  bountiful  share  of  the  new  era's  intellect, 
invented  a  machine  to  make  the  bodies  of  hats,  and  this  machine  eased 
the  men  at  once  of  one-half  of  their  work.  What  a  triumph  for  the  poli- 
tical economist !  But  this  machine  took  away  half  the  workmen's  bread 
as  well ;  which  was  afterwards  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  one  or  two 
men,  that  were  taken  by  the  hand  by  the  paper-money-makers,  and 
enabled  to  build  large  factories,  to  erect  machinery,  to  undersell  and  to 
ruin  the  rest  of  the  trade,  both  bosses  and  journeymen.  The  big  paper- 
money  hops,  thus  possessing  the  mastership,  could  do  as  they  pleased ; 
and  they  pleased  to  rapidly  reduce  the  prices  of  the  journeymen's  labour, 
in  some  cases  to  less  than  one-half.  But  this  was  not  all ;  for,  while  the 
paper-money  lowered  the  wages  one-half,  it  has,  these  four  or  five  years, 
hoisted  the  provisions  to  double  the  price ;  so  that,  properly  speaking, 
the  men  have  just  one-quarter  as  much  for  their  labour  as  they  formerly 
had.  And  then  there  is  another  thing  to  be  taken  into  consideration  : 
they  have  not,  I  believe,  on  an  average,  employment  more  than  one-half 
of  their  time.  These  are  rare  facilities  for  "  strengthening  the  sinews," 
the  "  expediting  of  labour,"  and  for  the  "  promoting  of  trade ! " 

When  I  came  to  this  country  the  hat- trade  was,  as  it  always  had  been, 
diflpused  all  over  the  place.  Numbers  of  shops,  containing  from  one  to 
eight  or  ten  men  each,  and  seldom  above.  The  journeymen  were  well 
oflF,  and  the  bosses  in  this  city  were  wealthy,  almost  to  a  man.  Since 
the  improvements  there  is  not  one  hatter  in  twenty  that  makes  his  own 
hats,  nor  one  in  twenty  that  can  live  by  the  business.  The  hats  are  now 
made  in  factories,  to  the  ruin  of  all  the  trade.  Even  the  manufacturers 
themselves,  of  all  trades,  are  no  other  than  mere  8lave*drivers  to  the 
bankers,  and  are  sacrificed  the  moment  it  is  found  that  no  more 
ean  be  made  out  of  them.  They  generally,  however,  fail  half-a-dozen 
times  before  they  are  finally  cast  off;  which  is  not  till  every  body  is 
tired  of  trusting  them.  This  failing,  and  taking  the  benefit  of  the  Insol- 
vent IjAw,  is  one  of  the  principal  means  that  enables  the  banks  to  effect- 
ually drain  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  In  a  list  of  applicants  for  the 
b^&efit  of  the  Insolveoi  Laws^  to  appear  at  the  county  court<-house,  Oeto- 
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bcr  3Dth,  1829,  fiiere  were  three  htaidred  of  them  in  that  fiingle  case. 
They  theti  hecarae  so  fonnMable,  that  the  papers  discontinued  to  pub- 
lish them  in  r^nlar  lists,  lest  it  should  hurt  their  circulation,  and  bring 
down  upon  tttem  the  tengeance  of  the  applicants. 

At  first,  when  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  accommodating  bankers, 
the  manufiBfceturer  cuts  a  fine  figure  j  he  is  then  in  full  feather,  and  all 
are  anxious  to  trust  him.  After  a  bit,  a  stoppage  or  breakage  takes 
place,  to  the  *^  great  astonishment  of  his  nnmeroiis  creditors."  When 
the  "  concern  "  comes  to  be  "  adjusted,"  it  is  found  that  the  •*  prior 
claims''  of  the  bankers  swamp  all  the  *•  availables.*'  This  settled,  if 
the  manufacturer  be  still  an  **  enterprising  citizen,"  his  factory  is  again 
put  in  motion,  and  w^  hear  of  him  having  gained  some  lucky  hit  which 
has  made  him  rich !  when  the  very  same  fiock  that  were  shorn  before 
now  gather  round  him  again,  not  to  receive  the  **  old  score,"  for  such 
things  are  never  thought  of,  but  to  salieit  a  share  in  his  future  favours, 
and  be  allowed  to  furfiish  him,  as  heretofore,  with  the  products  of  their 
handiworks.  He  is  a  ^'  clever  man,"  and,  in  his  greatness,  does  not 
forget  them,  but  on  the  contrary  purchases  their  wares  in  a  liberal 
manner.  Everything,  now,  goes  on  ds  it  should  do.  The  establishment 
is,  unquestionably,  as  stable  as  the  hills.  What  a  comfort  it  is  to  have 
such  an  **  establishment,"  where  a  tradesman,  mechanic,  labourer,  or,  in 
short,  an  *' enlightened  community,"  can  intrust,  with  safety,  its 
"  surplus  capital!"  If  it  were  not  for  ^blessings  of  this  kind  trade 
would  be  at  a  stand.  It  is  wonderfiil  how  one  or  two  '*  establishments  " 
conducted  by  ^  enterprising  men,"  can  facilitate  business,  and  make  all 
the  neighbourhood  so  exceedingly  happy.  While  thus  contemplating 
and  looking  at  the  matter,  snap  something  goes,  and  it  is  found  that  the 
thing  is  again  blown  to  the  d — 1 ;  so  they  go  on,  more  and  more,  as 
they  continue  to  emerge  from  the  dark  days  of  their  ancestots. 

Allow  me,  Sir,  to  introduce  to  your  notice  a  couple  of  '*  real,  enter- 
prising Am^ican  citizens;"  *'  business-men  ;"  *'  go-a-head  men  ;" 
such  as  adorn  the  country  in  every  quarter,  and  such  as  are,  for  ever, 
held  up  above  all  the  rest,  as  examples  to  ^'  the  young,  but  early  ripe, 
and  intdlectual  r^ublieans,"  as  our  countryman^  Captain  Marryat, 
would  call  ^em. 

•*  The  New  York  Gazette  says :  *  The  statement  respecting  the 
ai^ottrnmeot  of  the  sale  of  this  property  (Hoit's  Hotel)  is  corre(^t. 
The  sale  was  postponed  to  the  Ist  of  October  next,  when,  by  order  of 
the  Chancellor,  the  building  and  furniture  will  be  sold  at  the  Exchange.' 

"  Poor  Holt— his  enterprise,  economy,  and  industry,  which  led  to 
the  corapletaon  of  that  magnificent  castle,  should  have  secured  him  a 
better  fate.  We  are  sorry  to  see  that  his  friends,  of  whom  he  must 
have  waamj,  and  aUe  ones  too,  in  New  York,  have  not  stepped  forward 
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to  relieve  him  from  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  that  wc  are  strongly 
disposed  to  think  are  only  temporary ;  and  in  part,  if  not  wholly, 
induced  by  the  enormous  sums  which  he  has  been  compelled  to  pay  iu 
the  shape  of  interest,  &c.,  amounting,  as  he  once  remarked  to  us  himself, 
to  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  We  are  really  glad 
to  perceive  that  a  writer,  under  the  signature  of  '  A  Friend  to  Enter- 
prise,' has  called  public  attention  and  sympathy  to  the  matter  in  the 
following  remarks,  which  we  copy  from  the  Courier  and  Inquirer : 

*' '  It  becomes  the  duty  of  some  one  or  other,  friendly  to  the  cause  of 
industry  and  untiring  perseverance,  to  notice  the  precarious  situation 
of  our  unfortunate  fellow*citizen,  Stephen  Holt,  who  has  since  the  year 
181*7  been  incessantly  striving,  not  only  to  raise  respectably  in  the 
world  his  numerous  family,  but  also  to  raise  an  edifice  at  once  useful 
to  the  travelling  community,  an  ornament  to  our  city,  and  a  benefit  to 
all  capitalists  interested  in  its  neighbourhood. 

^'  ^.He  has  completed  the  great  work — one,  perhaps,  that  would 
reflect  little  or  no  credit  on  an  immense  capitalist — but  we  must  consider 
that  in  1817  he  could  not  command  ten  dollars  of  his  own  :  notwith- 
standing he  has,  with  the  assistance  of  his  praiseworthy  family,  erected 
and  kept  in  operation  this  immense  establishment,  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  guests,  two  years  and  eight  months,  against  all  the 
obstacles  that  have  fallen  in  his  way,  to  enumerate  which  would  be 
tiresome  to  our  readers. 

" '  Too  proud  to  ask  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  countrymen  an 
assistance  by  gift,  would  rather  sacrifice  his  all  than  accept  it.'  " 

The  following  is  the  other  specimen,  taken  from  United  States  papers, 
of  a  real  enterprising  American  citizen,  a  regular  **  go*a-head  "  man. 

"  The  Rathdun  Failure. — We  happen  to  know  one  or  two  circum- 
stances not  yet  stated  which  may  interest  our  readers.  Mr.  Rathbnn, 
some  twenty-five  years  ago,  did  a  very  large  business  at  Cherry  Valley* 
and  had  something  like  a  bank,  in  connexion  with  his  father,  but 
ultimately  failed. 

^*  It  was  understood  there  that  he  had  committed  several  fpri^eries, 
but  somehow  that  part  of  the  matter  was  hushed.  From  Cherry  Valley 
he  removed  to  Sandusky,  in  Ohio,  where,  partly  in  consequence  of 
sickness  of  himself  and  family,  he  became  extremely  poor,  so  that  the 
whole  wardrobe  of  the  household  was  on  their  backs.  In  this  condition, 
about  twenty  years  ago,  he  entered  Buffalo,  snd  hired  a  small  tavern 
with  the  furniture." — New  York  Jour.  Com. 
,    The  New  York  Gazette  says : — 

-  *'  A  letter  from  Buffalo  states : — The  facts  which  transpired  on  the 
examination,  and  have  come  to  my  knowledge  since,  have  utterly 
astonished  me.    First,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  forgeries,  which  im  doubt 
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far  exceed  a  million  of  dollars.  Probably  about  Beven-tenths  of  the 
amount  have  been  disposed  of  east,  and  the  balance  west  of  this  city. 
Indeed  I  believe  he  ckn  comparatively  have  but  little  genuine  paper 
afloat,  or  in  bank.  It  is  ascertained  that  the  name  of  Daniel  £.  Evans 
has  been  forged  to  paper  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars ;  and  the  names  of  several  of  our  respectable  citizens  to  a  very 
large  amount  each.  About  seventy  thousand  dollars  of  Mr.  R.'s  paper 
are  in  one  bank  in  Ohio,  every  dollar  of  which  is  probably  forged. 
And  what  appears  marvellous  in  this  transaction,  several  thousand 
dollars  of  forged  endorsements  are  held  by  brokers  in  our  own  city,  the 
counterfeit  so  perfect,  and  the  payment  so  punctual,  that  it  has  not  been 
discovered,  although  such  paper  has  been  in  market  weekly,  if  not 
daily,  for  the  last  eighteen  months.'* 

The  following,  from  the  correspondence  of  the  Albany  Argusf  gives 
a  variety  of  interesting  particulars  in  relation  to  the  Rathbun  afiair, 
and  other  matters  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

•*  Buffalo,  August,  1 836. 

'*  Dear  Sir,— This  is  a  large  place,  and,  like  Plattsburgh,  as  the  old 
song  has  it/*  will  grow  bigger  tho*  hereafter.'  Everything  seems  to  be 
done  on  a  large  scale.  Private  individuals  dig  ship-canals,  and  it 
excites  no  surprise  for  one  man  to  talk  of  erecting  a  building  at  an 
expense  of  500,000  dollars.  Even  Rathbun's  stupendous  frauds  are 
characteristic  of  the  place,  not  in  respect  to  their  turpitude,  but  their 
magnitude.  Of  course,  his  operations  afford  the  principal  topic  of 
conversation.  Not  only  is  his  name  in  every  man's  mouth,  but  th3 
marks  of  his  enterprise  and  taste  are  visible  in  every  part  of  the  city. 
The  theatre,  a  very  chaste  and  beautiful  building,  was  built  by  Rathbun. 
A  hotel  just  opened,  and  surpassing  in  size,  splendour,  and  interior 
arrangements,  any  thing  out  of  New  York,  was  built  by  him.  A  range 
of  seventeen  spacious  stores,  besides  others  scattered  about  the  streets, 
owe  their  erection  to  him.  Churches,  and  other  pubhc  buildings,  and 
many  private  dwellings,  all  exhibiting  great  taste  and  good  workman- 
ship, are  his  work.  His  lumber  and  stone  yards,  and  bis  brick-kilns, 
are  on  a  large  scale,  and  well  supplied.  He  had,  indeed,  provided  for 
making  ten  millions  of  bricks  this  season.  He  owned  some  forty  or 
fifty  post-coaches  and  five  or  six  hundred  horses,  and  all,  or  almost  all, 
of  a  good  kind.  He  had,  as  I  understand,  about  fifty  miles  of  the 
western  end  of  the  stage-route  between  this  place  and  Albany  entirely 
to  himself,  and  it  certainly  was  the  best  part  of  the  whole  line — having 
better  horses  and  carriages,  better  attendance,  and  exhibiting  a  greater 
desire  to  accommodate  the  public.  His  range  of  stables,  coach-houses, 
and  workshops  were  all  substantial  and  convenient  buildings,  and  well 
appointed.     Such  also  were  his  stores  and  warehouses — ^well  built  and 
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#ell  filled.  H^  mutt  have  been  a  remtikable  man,  to  have  been  able 
to  conduct  and  oontroi  bosinesa  so  yariou^  and  of  snch  magnitude.  His 
forgeriai  were  upon  the  same  extended  scale.  I  am  credibly  informed 
that  it  is  now  ascertained,  by  an  examination  of  his  papers,  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  his  forgeries  to  the  present  time,  they  amount  to 
about  IjOOOjOOO  dollars.  No  crime  of  the  same  magnitude  is,  I 
believe,  on  record. 

*^  Notwithstanding  his  crimes,  there  is  much  sympathy  for  him  here. 
He  was  always  honourable  and  generous  in  his  dealings.  He  has  given 
employment  to  a  great  many  labourers.  He  has  done  more  than  any 
other  one  man  to  build  up  and  adorn  this  city ;  and  his  works  will 
remain  many  years  to  attest  his  taste  and  enterprise,  and  to  perpetuate 
also  the  memory  of  his  offences. 

**  I  have  not  heard  any  one  make  the  remark,  which  seems  to  me  to 
follow  very  justly  from  this  case,  and  that  is,  that  under  no  other 
circumstances  than  the  general  spirit  of  speculation  which  pervades 
every  (>ortion  of  the  community,  and  this  part  particularly,  could  such 
an  ext^Mled  fraud  have  continued  so  long  undetected.  In  ordinary 
times,  the  magnitude  of  his  operations  would  have  led  to  an  eariier 
disclosure." 

I  find.  Sir,  that  I  have  digressed :  I  was  speaking  of  trades,  and 
intended  to  have  noticed  them  more  generally,  though  I  believe  the 
state  of  my  oWn  trade  to  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole.  They  all  declared, 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  when  they  were,  two  or  three 
years  back,  on  strike  for  wages,  that  they  had  been  reduced  to  the 
lowest  possUfle  degree.  The  hand-loom  weavers  said :  "  Whereas  we, 
the  hand»loom  weavers,  have  been  hitherto  the  victims  of  systematic 
injustice  and  oppression,  by  which  our  wages  have  been  curtailed  until 
we  have  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  penury  and  want  almost  beyond 
human  endurance,  rendering  our  v^  existence  a  precarious  tenure,  and 
inflicting  a  mental  and  physical  degradation  to  which  we  neither  can 
nor  vrill  any  longer  submit." 

Poor  fellows  1  they  have,  however,  submitted,  since  then,  to  much 
greater  deprivation,  all  of  which  is  not  sufficient  to  open  their  eyes  to 
the  true  cause  of  their  distress,  or,  surely,  they  would  have  been  opened 
before  this;  for  we  find,  in  Niles*  Weekly  Register ^  in  1811,  how  the 
system,  besides  its  regular  drain,  periodically  plundered  the  nation. 
Our  banking  institutions  have  raised  up  an  aristocracy  that  portends  a 
fearful  prostration  of  the  public  rights  and  private  independence  of  the 
people.  Ostensibly  designed  for  great  and  noble  purposes,  to  assist  the 
operations  of  induiMry  and  encourage  enterprise,  they  are  more  and  more 
becoming  sinks  of  speculation  and  tyranny— centre  points  at  which 
some  interested  in  them  insidiously  and  dishonestly  collect  their  wnhoity 
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pn^to  upon  the  iieoewitieB  of  the  poor— mere  faciHties  for  brokers  and 
moncy-eiiaiigerB*  Of  ftll  Bortft  of  tyraimy,  delir^  me  from  that  of 
aYarice! 

Our  dtizens  are  becotaing  indignaiit  at  the  uflneccsBitfy  atiffering* 
and  losses  oeeanoned  by  afid  through  thede  institutions :  but,  unhappily, 
Uiey  have  not  the  power,  or  want  the  courage,  to  do  what  they  ought 
to  redress  them.  They  see  the  worthless  and  unprincipled  rearing 
princely  fortunes  by  speculations,  and  repine  that  honest  industry 
languishes  and  is  compelled  to  contribute  of  its  scanty  means  to  the 
wealth  of  the  undeserving  drones  of  society,  that  ought  to  be  expelled 
from  the  hive. 

"  I  am  in  possession  of  some  disgraceful  facts,  which  I  dare  not  pub- 
lish, lest  they  might  ruin  ihsLt  friend  who  communicated  them;  for  the 
state  of  the  case  is  so,  that  suspicion  would  light  upon  him,  and  to  be 
*  suspected  of  being  suspicious,*  by  the  banks,  is  ruinous  to  those  de- 
pendent upon  them. 

"  It  is  not  enough  that  we,  the  people,  are  every  day  subjected  to  the 
receipt  of  counterfeit  notes,  or  of  those  of  small  denominations  altered  to 
pass  for  those  of  greater  denominations,  whieh  are  *  as  plenty  as  black- 
berries,* and  so  artfully  done  as  almost  to  defy  detection  by  those  who 
may  be  considered  good  judges  of  them ;  and  that  we,  for  three  years, 
took  their  paper  without  interest,  and  at  a  sacrifice  of  from  15  to  20  per 
cent  on  it,  compared  with  money,  while  they  made  us  pay  interest  on 
every  scrap  of  paper  they  took  from  us ;  but  that  we  should  still  be 
plagued  and  wronged  by  their  arbitrary  and  useless  rules  in  receiving  or 
rejecting  such  notes  of  other  banks  as  they  please,  which  the  very  na- 
ture of  their  institution  has  made  the  medium  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country. 

*'  The  things  that  are  here  spoken  of  are  as  freely  discussed  and  as 
severely  reprehended  in  every  private  circle ;  but  so  it  is,  that  the  press, 
which  should  bring  about  a  reformation  of  abuses,  is  so  fettered,  that  it 
dares  not  move  in  the  business.  The  speculators  form  a  considerable 
part  of  what  the  newspaper-editors  call  their  *  advertising  patrons,' 
whose  delicate  eats  must  not  be  offended,  lest  they  withdraw  their  sup- 
port. It  is  thus  that  the  press  is  too  generally  regulated  in  our  com- 
mercial towns,  and  managed  as  carefully  as  if  it  were  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  a  royal  police.  Whip  me  such  servility !  *  Td  rather  be  a  dog 
and  bay  the  moon,'  and  throw  my  types  into  the  river,  and  jump  in 
after  them  myself,  than  be  an  editorial  slave  to  such  men.'* 

Mr.  Niles  speaks  of  counterfeit  notes.  In  the  year  1835  there  were 
no  less  than  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred  different  kinds  of 
these  notes   in  circulation,  andj^this  was  before  the  ''  shin-plaistet" 
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system  commenced — now  it  is  impossible  to  know  how  many  there  are. 
Of  this  I  do  not  complain,  because  I  know  that  a  counterfeit  note  is  as 
good  as  the  genuine  notes ;  indeed,  as  Ex-president  Adams  says,  the  bank- 
ers are  all  counterfeiters  together — ^and  that  is  the  truth,  if  ever  the  truth 
was  spoken.  From  Mr.  Niles  we  find  that,  more  than  twenty  years  back, 
the  bankers  possessed  power  enough  to  prevent  the  publication  of  their 
own  disgraceful  acts ;  and  that,  if  a  man  did  not  in  all  things  obey  them, 
"  the  state  of  the  case  was  such,  that  suspicion  would  light  upon  him ; 
and  '  to  be  suspected  of  being  suspicious,'  by  the  bankers,  was  certain 
ruin."  Well  might  the  tvriter  say  that  he  would  rather  be  a  dog  than 
a  slave  to  such  men.  He  does  not,  however,  treat  the  matter  in  all 
respects  in  the  way  I  think  it  ought  to  be  treated :  he  seems  to  find 
fault  with  the  system  because  it  is  abused.  This  is  too  common  a  way 
of  looking  at  the  thing,  which  is  of  itself,  abused  or  not,  the  greatest 
abuse  that  ever  was  suffered  to  exist.  As  well  might  he  say  that  high- 
way robbing,  house-breaking,  or  any  other  kind  of  robbing,  would  be 
very  well,  if  it  were  not  for  their  abuses.  Is  it  possible,  too,  for  such  a 
contrivance  ever  to  have  been  "  designed  for  .great  and  noble  pur- 
poses ?"  No;  it  was  designed  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  loaded  dice 
were  designed,  and  so  superior  is  it  to  them,  that  it  cheats  the  world  out 
of  more  in  a  single  day  than  they  have  ever  done  since  the  petty  black- 
legs first  invented  them. 

Talk  of  abuses  /  Why,  when  they  go  on  the  most  in  order,  then 
their  effects  are  the  most  disastrous.  If  we  take  the  most  favourable 
and  charitable  view  of  them,  we  shall  find  that  they  are  of  the  worst 
description  of  licensed  gamblers,  who,  having  the  law-making  power  in 
their  own  hands,  license  themselves,  force  us,  whether  we  will  or  not,  to 
come  to  their  table  and  play  with  their  cards.  Such  are  the  advantages 
they  possess  over  all  other  gamblers.  When  I  hear  of  their  breaking,  in- 
stead of  considering  that  a  calamity,  I  should  consider  it,  if  no  more 
were  to  come  in  their  places,  the  greatest  blessing  that  could  be 
bestowed  on  the  country;  and,  if  ever  a  public  thanksgiving  was 
proper,  it  certainly  would  be  so  on  such  an  occasion.  Why,  Sir,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  notice  a  thousandth  pfirt  of  their  vile  deeds  that 
are  known  to  the  public— to  say  nothing  of  those  that  cannot  be  known; 
but  I  trust  I  can  notice  enough  to  satisfy  you  that  they  are  all  that  I 
say  of  them,  if  you  will  read  the  following,  which  I  take  from  an  Ame- 
rican paper  of  1837 : —  s 

*^  Lumberman's  Bank. — From  investigation  this  bank  appears  to 
have  made  a  pretty  fair  exhibition  of  rottenness  at  the  core.  A  meeting 
has  been  held  at  Jamestown,  in  this  State,  at  which  an  espose  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  was  made,  and  the  following,  among  other  resolutions, 
passed : — 
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"  Resolved,  That  it  is  with  feeling  of  shame  and  regret  that  we  find  the 
statement  of  the  committee  appointed  to  call  the  meeting  literally  true, 
that  fraud,  corruption,  and  perjury,  on  the  part  of  individuals  who  have 
hitherto  possessed  our  confidence  and  respect,  are  the  prominent  causes 
of  its  failure. 

"  Resolved,  That,  deeply  as  we  deplore  the  circumstances  that  ren- 
der it  necessary  for  us  to  puhlicly  censure  the  motives  or  conduct  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  yet  w.e  find  ourselves  called  upon,  hy  the  duty  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  our  country,  and  our  God,  to  expose  and  condemn 
so  vile  au  attempt  to  defraud  and  plunder  the  community  of  their  pro- 
perty and  their  rights." 

And  in  the  same  paper  we  have  the  proceedings  of  another  wretched 
den,  which  proceedings  are  as  follow : — 

"  The  Boston  Atlas^  of  Friday,  contains  the  report  of  a  joint  special 
committee  of  the  legislature,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  doings  of  the 
Franklin  Bank.  The  report  is  too  long  to  transfer  to  our  columns,  hut  we 
give  below  an  abstract  of  it.  The  Atlas  says — *  The  institution  appears  to 
have  been  rotten  to  the  core,  and  the  profligacy  and  corruption  displayed 
in  its  managefnent  almost  exceeds  belief.'  The  people  can  now  see 
what  there  was  in  the  pet  bank  system  to  render  it  so  great  a  favourite 
with  a  certain  class  of  politicians.  The  Franklin  Bank  and  the 
Lafayette  appear  to  have  been  linked  together  in  their  operations,  by 
which  they  have  succeeded  in  robbing  the  public  of  large  sums  of  money ; 
and  both  of  them  were  wholly  or  in  part  controlled  by  persons  intimately 
connected  with  officers  of  the  general  government.  The  president  of 
one  of  these  banks,  and  the  cashier  of  the  other,  are  both  brothers-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury.  These  two  banks  obtained  seventy- 
four  thousand  dollars  of  the  government  deposits,  which  they  shared 
between  them.  This  money  was  loaned  out  to  various  individuals  of 
the  party  on  very  flimsy  security — most  of  it  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  directors,  who  are  all  thorough-going  locO'focos, 

"  The  name  of  F.  O.  J.  Smith  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
report  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Smith,  it  appears,  soon  after  the  bank 
had  received  the  government  deposits,  applied  for  a  loan  of  fourteen 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  re- 
turned CLs  soon  as  an  examination  of  it  should  be  concluded  in  a  bank 
which  he  was  about  starting  at  Westbrook,  Me.  The  Franklin  Bank 
has  also  furnished  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  the  Westbrook 
fiank^  to  the  amount  of  twelve  thousand  dollars.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  all  the  individuals  implicated  in  the  transactions  of  this  bank  are 
warm  supporters  of  the  administration,  and  some  of  them  are  office- 
holders under  government. 
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^^  The  i«port  exhibits  die  conditicm  of  the  bank  irretrieTably  ruined, 
and  it  is  not  probable  that  one  dollar  of  its  large  circalation  will  ever  be 
redeemed.  The  principal  debtor  to  the  bank  is  the  late  cashier,  whose 
indebtedness  the  report  shows  to  be  120,815  dollars  79  cents,  and  who 
is  represented  as  destitute  of  property.  Among  the  other  assets  of  the 
bank  are  82,000  dollars  in  its  own  stock,  and  15,000  dollars  in  that  of 
the  Lafayette  Bank— neither  of  which  adds  to  its  resources.  The  whole 
real  estate  of  the  bank  is  under  attachment  to  the  amount  of  75,000 
dollars,  and  has  been  since  assigned  to  the  government  to  recover  the 
amount  of  deposits.  The  remaining  assets  of  the  bank  are  reported  by 
the  committee  to  be  of  little  real  value.  The  liabilities,  including  the 
capital  stock,  amount  to  526,028  'dollars  24  cents.  The  bank  has  out 
167,075  dollars  in  post-notes,  and  142,345  dollars  in  bank-bills,  and 
holds  deposits  to  the  amount  of  144,440  dollars,  not  one  dollar  of  which 
will  probably  ever  be  paid." 

Now,  can  you  believe  that  the  newspaper,  called  The  Herald  and 
Seniind^  that  has  afforded  ns  all  this  information,  is  still  an  advocate 
for  paper-money,  and  violently  abuses  every  body  that  sa3rs  a  word  in 
favour  of  gold  and  silver?  This  same  editor  would,  the  day  before  the 
breaking  of  these  banks,  have  joined  his  prostituted  fraternity  in  sending 
a  statement  into  every  house  in  the  country  of  the  wonderful  stability  of 
these  same  banks,  and  of  the  preference  that  ought  to  be  given  to  their 
notes  to  the  **  hard-money  system ;"  the  horrid  effects  of  which,  he  tells 
us,  work  so  very  bad  in  all  countries  where  it  is  used.  In  this  very 
number  of  his  paper  he  heads  an  article  as  follows  :— 

*'  EFFKCTS  OF  THB  HARD-MONEY  SYSTEM, 

^'  PoYBRTY  OF  THB  Chinesb  LABOURERS. — In  a  letter  from  Charles 
Qutslaff,  the  missionary,  to  Mr.  P.  Pent,  of  New  York,  dated  Macao, 
December  18th,  1837,  we  find  the  following  :-— 

"  ^  Of  the  scanty  livelihood  upon  which  the  poor  classes,  and  we  may 
say  nine-tenths  of  the  nation,  are  obliged  to  Hve,  we  can  form  no  ade- 
quate idea.  The  wages  are  so  bw  that  a  man  who  works  from  morning 
to  evening,  as  hard  as  he  can,  gains,  perhaps,  ten  cents,  and  with  this  he 
has  to  maintain  his  wife  and  children.  Their  suffering,  therefore,  are 
indescribable;  but  a  Ohinaman  is  at  the  same  time  armed  against  them 
by  the  obtuseness  of  his  nerves.'  " 

The  poor  classes  of  China,  then,  according  to  the  missionary's  account, 
are  very  badly  off,  the  working  man  earning  only  ten  cents  per  day ! 
and  with  that  he  has  to  maintain  his  wife  and  children  ;  but  I  take  it 
for  granted  he  has  not  to  maintain  any  body  else — ^if  he  had,  the  mission- 
ary would  have  informed  us  of  it.    Now,  if  he  had  lived  in  the  happy 
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commiuiUy  of  America,  lie  would  have  earned/— that  ia  to  aay,  if  he 
could  have  got  work  at  all,  which  thouaanda  every  now  and  then  cannot 
do  £or  moBtha  together^—huts  if  he  eould  have  found  em]^oyment,  he 
would  have  earned,  porhapa,  8erent|r-five  ceata,  ioolead  of  tea  eeiita  !-*a 
wonderful  difference  in  hie  favour.  But  then  he  would  have  had  hia 
share  to  pay  for  the  use  of  eight  hundred  milliona  of  the  gamUera' 
cards,  valued  hy  themselves  at  a  dollar  a-piece,  and  the  intereat,  some- 
times charged  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  per  annum ;  besides,  he  would  have 
been  beset  by  the  speculators,  and  a  thousand  of  other  thieves  of  a  more 
petty  description.  Let  the^e  things  be  considered,  and  the  poor  Ame* 
rican  will  not  have  much,  if  any,  the  best  of  it ;  especially  when  we 
allow  for  his  nerves^  which  are  so  refined  that  he  caonot  live  without 
food;  and,  according  to  the  coroner's  own  statement,  eleven  cases  of 
starvation  happened  within  a  few  days,  that  same  winter,  and  in  the  said , 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  while  the  Chinaman  is,  happily  for 
him,  armed,  it  appears,  against  suffering  from  vrant,  by  obiusene»$  of 
nervet.  Now,  while  the  missionary  and  the  editor  w€sre  taking  all  this 
pains  to  make  the  cheated  believe  that,  *'  however  bad  thai  fate,  some- 
body was  worse,"  their  fellow-citizens  were  huzzaing  at  the  great  meet- 
ing at  the  prospect  held  out  to  them  of  their  soon  having  '^  public 
granaries,"  and  becoming  as  happy  as  are  the  said  Chinese. 

I  shall,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Chartists,  further  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  poor  of  America,  and  show  that  which  the  missionary 
does  not  seem  to  know ;  but  you.  Sir,  know  that  the  nominal  price  of  a 
man's  labour  is  immaterial,  and  that  it  is  the  quantity  of  provisions,  and 
so  on,  that  he  gets  for  his  money,  that  enables  us  to  judge  of  his  good  or 
his  bad  condition ;  and  this  the  missionary  never  informed  us  of,  so  that 
he  might  as  well  have  said  nothing  at  all.  If  he  had  read  his  Testament, 
as  he  ought  to  have  done,  he  would  have  known  that  Christ  compared 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  a  man  that  agreed  with  his  labourers  at  a 
penny  a-day ;  but  we  do  not  infer,  from  their  having  but  a  penny  a-day, 
that  their  sufferings  were  indescribable.  We  find,  indeed,  that  it  was  a 
tolerably  fair  price,  wheat  being  at  a  penny  a-measure,  and  barley  three 
measures  f»r  a  pemiy ;  a  measure  being  at  that  time,  as  I  am  informed, 
about  a  peck ;  but,  be  it  what  it  would,  we  cannot  believe  that  Christ 
likened  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  a  man  that  would  grind  the  face  of 
the  poor.  ' 

For  further  information  on  aelf-govemment^  I  refer  you  to  the  Ap- 
pendix, which  contains  documents  from  all  parties,  every  one  of  which 
is  as  corrupt  as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  be ;  however,  they  tell  truth 
about  each  other,  when  it  suits  their  purpose  to  do  so.  Still  I  am 
anxious  to  take  every  opportunity  to  affirm  that  I  know  there  to  be  as 
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good  men  in  the  United  States  as  any  in  the  world'— men  who  sincerely 
regret  the  political  condition  of  their  country,  and  would,  if  they  could, 
alter  and  amend  it.  But  such  men  are  scattered,  not  numerous  enough 
to  form  a  successful  party,  and  are  without  hope,  knowing  that  immo- 
rality is  too  widely  spread  over  their  land,  and  that  their  national  affairs 
are  too  firmly  grasped  hy  the  hands  of  unprincipled  men. 

Subsequently  to  writing  the  preceding  I  have  learnt,  Sir,  with  very 
great  regret,  that  you  are  a  most  strenuous  advocate,  both  in  Parliament 
and  out,  for  introducing  the  American  system  of  banking  into  these  do- 
minions. May  the  Almighty,  in  His  great  mercy,  avert  your  pernicious 
and  ruinous  design !  Your  own  character.  Sir,  both  as  a  man  and  a 
banker,  I  have  always  heard  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  of  com- 
mendation— and  I  believe  that  you  deserve  such  terms  of  commendation. 
I  conclude,  therefore,  that  you  must  have  been,  previously  to  reading 
my  letter  addressed  to  you,  profoundly  ignorant  of  what  the  American 
system  of  banking  really  is,  or  I  am  convinced  you  would  never  have 
advocated  it,  much  less  have  endeavoured  to  introduce  it  into  our  ever- 
dear  native  country. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  BROTHERS. 


ON  THE  WORKING  OF  THB  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UNITBU  STATES  ; 

CHARTERED  PRIVIIiEGBS. 

To  Thomas  P.  Cope^  Esq, 

Sir,  SouUiam  {England)^  June  1,  1839. 

Havmg  been  rummaging  over  a  number  of  papers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  coming  at  a  few  facts  relating  to  the  working  of  your  Repub* 
lican  Government,  I,  among  many  other  curious  things,  find  a  speech 
made  by  you  in  the  place  that  you  had  the  honour  to  fill,  as  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  for  altering  and  amending  the  constitution  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  speech,  coming  as  it  does  from  a  man  of  your  years  and  of 
your  standing,  but,  above  all,  of  your  religion,  which  teaches  you  in  all 
things  to  adhere  to  the  truth, — coming  from  such  a  man,  it  would  seem 
to  be  something  upon  which  those  who  are  anxiously  searching  for  facts 
might  with  safety  rely. 

You  inform  us,  that  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  furnish  some  useful* 
information :  the  first  part  of  which,  it  appears,  you  "  derive  from  an  ex- 
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amination  of  the  minuteB  of  the  boaid  of  divectoTs  of  the  Bank  of  North 
America,"  which  yod  give  as  follows  :-^ 

''  Bank  of  Nwrih  America^  Aug.  ^h,  1*789. 

^'  Mr.  Richard  Bache  moved,  upon  the  Teeommendation  of  Dr,  Ben^ 
jamin  Franklin^  that  this  bank,  should  now  issue  small  tickets  or  notes, 
to  supply  the  call  of  the  public  for  change,  during  the  present  interrupt 
tion  to  the  circulation  of  copper  coin ;  and  presented  a  sheet  of  paper,  of 
a  very  peculiar  fabric,  as  most  suitable  for  the  purpose — of  which  paper 
the  Doctor  had  only  two  reams,  which  he  would  spare  the  bank  for  this 
particular  use. 

*'  Whereupon  the  board  resolved  That  Benjamin  F.  Bwke  print  a 
number  of  tickets  of  the  denomination  of  three-ninetieths  of  a  dollar, 
equal  to  threepence  specie,  and  also  a  number  of  tickets  of  the  denomi- 
nation  of  one-ninetieth  of  a  dollar,  equal  to  one  penny  specie." 

The  minutes  of  October  1, 1189,  contain  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Willing,  £sq.,  president  of  the  bank,  to  Alexander  Hamilton, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  from  which  I  have  taken  the  following 
extract  :— 

**  We  find,  and  daily  experience  convinces  us,  that  there  is  much  less 
risk  of  imposition  by  the  counterfeiting  of  our  paper  than  of  the  gold 
and  silver  now  current  in  America,  of  which  there  are  so  many  base 
pieces  well  made  and  current,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  a  person  to 
receive  it  without  loss,  though  ever  so  well  informed.  It  is  a  truth,  that 
we  have  destroyed,  the  last  three  years,  to  the  full  amount  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  offered  to  us  in  payment  as  gold  and  silver." 

When  I  was  a  yoath  I  read  with  great  enthusiasm  the  biography  of 
this  Dr.  Franklin,  as  written  by  himself;  and,  like  thousands  of 
others,  had  not  the  sense  to  comprehend  anything  belonging  to  hia  cha- 
racter but  that  of  the  great  and  good  patriot.  I  have,  however,  for  some 
time  since,  begun  to  discover  that  his  true  character  was  that  of  a  subtle, 
des^pung  politician,  and  your  intprmyation  fully  confirms  the  fact.  The 
world,  I  think,  or  at  least  I  hope,  is  now  beginning  to  come  to  its  sober 
senses,  and  to  be  capable  of  judging  as  to  what  kind  of  characters  they 
were  that  introduced  the  curses  that  now  torment  us,  and  that  threaten  with 
annihilation  everything  that  has  a  tendency  to  bind  mankind  together. 

What  do  we  want  more  than  your  information  to  convince  us  that  the 
peojde  in  mass  are,  and  ever  have  been,  too  ignorant  and  unsuspecting  to 
take  care  of  themselves  ?  When  they  all  become  *'  sovereigns''  the  helm 
is  neglected,  and  they  become  the  prey  of  the  worst  of  all  mankind.  No 
sooner  did  day  behold  the  republic  of  France  than  the  Marats  and 
Robespierres  were,  like  vultures,  hovering  over  the  scene,  and  anticipat- 
ing, in  thought,  the  corruption  they  should  in  future  be  able  to  banquet 
upon.     They,  like  Franklin  and  Paine,  saw  no  way  of  obtaining  their 
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toAn  eqtiftl  to  that  of  itnniiDg  ihndulmt  ptp^moneyy  which  those  tluU; 
had  property  naturally  contended  against ;  and»  heSmt  it  could  be  esta- 
blishedi  law  after  law  became  necewary^  threatening  even  with  death 
those  that  tefuied  to  receive  it  lor  their  gooda  and  in  payment  for  all 
«orta  of  dehta ;  and  it  was  much  the  same,  it  appears,  in  AmericBi  for 
this  ftther  of  the  fraud  acknowledges,  in  his  ^*  Life,"  that  *'  the  weakhy 
inhabitants  were  prejudiced  against  every  sort  of  paper  currency,  for 
fear  of  its  depreciation,  of  which  there  had  been  an  inatanee  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  England,  to  the  injury  of  its  holders  i  they  therefore  strongly 
opposed  this  measure,**  Then  he  tells  us  that  he  wrote  and  published 
an  anonymous  pamphlet  in  favour  of  it,  and  that  it  was  well  received  by 
the  lower  class  of  people,  but  it  displeased  the  opulent,  as  it  increased 
the  damour  in  favour  of  the  ^^  emission."  *'  The  friends  I  had  acquired 
in  the  house,''  says  he,  ^'  persuaded  that  I  had  done  the  country  essen*- 
tial  service  on  this  occasion,  rewarded  me  by  giving  me  the  printing  of 
the  bills.  It  was  a  lucrative  employment,  and  proved  a  very  seasonable 
help  to  me.'' 

Then  again  he  tells  us  that,  after  thts^  paper-money  never  experienced 
any  considerable  opposition.  *'  But,"  he  adds,  *'  I  am  now  convinced 
that  there  are  limits  beyond  which  paper-money  would  be  prejudicial." 
This  was  after  the  *^  philosopher"  had  become  rich  by  the  crafk,  and 
was,  like  you,  drawing  near  to  the  end  of  his  career :  if  the  vigour  of  hii 
life  had  lasted  for  ever,  then  for  ever  he  would  have  been  found  de-^ 
vising  schemes  to  cheat  the  unwary :  for,  to  be  plain,  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  man  who  knows  «iything  of  the  operations  of  irresponaible 
iMper^money,  and  favours  or  encourages  the  same,  can  be  any  other 
than,  in  his  very  nature,  a  downright  rogue ;  always.  Sir,  excepting,  of 
eourse,  that  man  that  I  am  writing  to,  who,  it  seemsi^agrees  with  Frank- 
lin, that  all  men  of  property  in  early  days  set  their  facea  against  this 
fraud.  It  is  well  to  bear  this  in  mind,  beeaose,  when  the  end  of  the 
''  new  era**  comes,  and  come  it  assuredly  will  before  it  be  long,  then  it 
will  be  inquired  strictly  into  by  all  sensible  men^  how  and  With  what 
class  of  people  did  this  curse  originate. 

.  You  inform  us,  and,  before  I  forget,  I  return  you  my  thanks  foi  doing 
so,  that,  '*  when  the  Bank  of  England  was  chartered  in  1694,  the  same 
cry  of  monopoly  was  urged  against  its  creation.*  This  cry  was  raised, 
not  by  the  people,  but  by  the  proud  barons^  who  foresaw,  in  the  niea* 
surci  an  abridgment  of  their  overwhelming  power.  They  pei^ived  that 
its  tendency  was  td  elevate  the  commoners  in  wealUi  and  influence  to  a 
level  with  themselves.  They  were  right."  Did  the  proud  barons  really 
oppose  this  measure  ?  Then  whatever  I  have  thought,  or  at  any  time 
said,  agHinst  the  proud  barons^  has  been  owing  to  my  want  of  knowledge 
as  to  this  fact,  and  thdr  memories  shall  heno^nrth,  bynke^  be  held  moat 
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gaered;  I  wonder,  however,  that  the  baronsi  wi&  gueh  wieheB,  and  with 
such  infiuenoe  over  a  sober,  industrious  people,  should  not  have  sue-* 
ceeded  in  proventing  the  adoption  of  *'  the  measure.''  As  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, it  ia  no  wonder  at  their  adopting  any  kind  of  wickedness,  if  they 
were,  after  they  became  **  soTereigns,''  as  vicious  and  as  ignorant  as  you 
in  your  fionous  speech  represent  them  to  have  been«  You  tell  us  that 
your  *^  highways  were  infested  by  thiores,"  and  that  your  ^^  fann*houses 
were  frequently  despoiled  |"  that  they  were  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  a 
bank  from  a  cave  in  the  rocks. 

Speaking  of  the  North  American  bank,  you  say,  **  When  that  bank  was 
re^chartered  in  1787,  the  late  Judge  Breckenridge  was  a  representative 
from  Alleghany  in  the  Legislature,  whose  sessions  were  then  held  in 
PMladelpliilt.  He  left  home  a  detcfrmined  enemy  of  the  bask.  He  and 
Ml  constituents  had  formed  those  horrible  ideas  of  its  wickedness  which 
many  now  think,  or  affect  to  entertain,  of  the  banks  of  the  present  day. 
Seme  imagined  that  it  was  composed  of  a  band  of  banditti,  who  inha* 
bited  caves  on  the  banki  of  the  Delaware,  from  whence  they  sallied  forth 
to  roib  hen-roosts,  and  to  perpetrate  other  depredations  on  the  lives  and 
property  of  their  quiet  neighbours.  From  their  supposed  residence 
on  the  margin  of  the  Delaware  was  derived,  in  the  conception  of  these 
honest  country  people,  the  name  of  banks.  The  representative  I  have 
named  pufsued  his  slow  and  cautious  course  towards  the  city,  inquiring, 
as  he  advanced,  into  the  doings  of  this  young  monster.  But  Brecken- 
ridge was  not  a  man  to  be  long  imposed  upon ;  he  remained  but  a  short 
time  in  the  ini^ted  city,  when,  maugre  the  instructions  and  fears  of  his 
constituents,  he  became  one  of  the  most  powerful  advocates  for  re-char-* 
tering  the  bank ;  and  it  was  accordingly  re-chartered." 

I  dare  say  Paine'sbeam  of  light,  though  shining  some  years  before,  had 
not  then  reached  farther  than  the  precincts  of  **  Old  Independent  Hall," 
or  the  judge  would  have  known,  if  his  constituents  had  not,  that  the  North 
American  bank  was  not  a  cave  in  the  banks  of  the  Delaware.  I  wonder 
whether  the  **  sovemgns,"  when  they  heard  this  enli^tened  tale  on  the 
return  of  their  representative,  had  penetration  enough  to  find  out  that  he 
had  been  '*  accommodated,**  not  bribed,  you  know,  friend  Thomas, 
"  but  served  in  the  same  manner  as  Burden,  Penrose,  Dickey,  and  Ck)., 
were,  when  your  favourite  bank,  which  is  now  called  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  diartered  as  a  state  bank.  It  is  a  deplorable  thing. 
Sir,  for  you  and  me  to  consider,  that,  though  all  these  years  have  elapsed 
there  wete  represartatives,  m  that  case,  as  ignorant,  with  respect  to  the 
merito  of  your  bank,  as  was  Judge  Breckenridge  of  the  North  American 
bank«  (Xti  i  how  they  did  rail  against  it<  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
Mud  that  *^  it  was  a  cave  inhabited  by  a  band  of  banditti  who  sallied 
forth  to  rob  hen-iooats;"  bat  I  know  that  they  said  much  worse  things 
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of  it ;  and  I  know  that  it  deserved  all  and  more  than  all  that  they  said ; 
and,  Sir,  when  the  time  came,  these  representatives  proceeded  to  the 
legislative  halls,  not,  however,  as  in  olden  days,  slowly  and  cautiously, 
but  rather  with  precipitation,  determined  to  tear  anything  to  pieces  that 
had  any  resemblance  to  a  bank,  and,  most  of  all,  to  your  bank,  or  to  the 
bank  in  whose  service  you  appear  to  be ;  but,  Sir,  they  remained  a  short 
time  only,  a  very  short  time,  in  the  infected  halls,  tohen^  maugre 
(that  is  a  word  not  often  used,  friend  Thomas,)  why  not  say  in  spite  of 
the  instructions  and  fears  of  their  constituents^  they  became  the  most 
powerful  advocates  for  chartering  the  hank^  and  it  was  accordingly 
chartered. 

Now,  friend  Thomas,  think  for  a  moment  with  me,  what  must  be 
the  end  of  these  things  ?  Reflect,  and  remember  that  ^'  the  congre* 
gation  of  hypocrites  shall  be  desolate,  and  fire  shall  consume  the 
tabernacle  of  bribery."  Think  what  a  warning  we  had  in  the  onset; 
how  M'llvaine,  the  recorder  of  our  city,  and  the  other  agent,  whose  name 
now  escapes  me,  were  both  found  dead  in  their  beds,  after  having  had 
their  right  hands  full  of  bribes  all  the  day  long.  If  there  be  truth  in  the 
denunciations  of  the  Almighty  Grod  against  bribery,  hypocrisy,  usury, 
extortion,  lying,  and  deceit ;  if  it  be  true  that  *'  the  triumphing  of  the 
wicked  is  short,  and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  but  for  a  moment;"  if 
this  be  true.  Sir,  what  an  awful  position  does  your  once-favoured  coun-. 
try  now  stand  in !  "  Shall  not  the  land  tremble  for  what  it  has  done, 
and  every  one  mourn  that  dwelleth  therdn  ?  " 

You  seem  very  angry  with  some  of  your  brother  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, who  accuse  your  city  of  being  *^  a  Imnk^bound  city  of  specu- 
latorSf  a  gang  of  foul  spirits^  a  city  of  merchants,  whose  counting-houses 
are  their  churches,  whose  money  is  their  god,  and  whose  ledgers  are 
their  bibles."  And,  to  palliate  these  charges,  you  ask  to  be  allowed, 
^^  once  for  aU^  to  observe,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  same  wicked  city 
have  thirty  millions  of  dollars  invested  in  your  internal  improvements." 

Now,  Sir,  if  you  had  been  one  of  the  accusers,  instead  of  one  of  the 
charged,  I  would  not  have  required  you  to  have  brought  forward  any- 
thing stronger  than  this  to  have  supported  your  position.  It  is  a  city  of 
foul  spiritSy  according  to  your  own  showing,  for  none  but  find  spirits 
would  contrive  to  get  possession  of  the  government  by  means  of  bribery 
and  deception,  and  then  privilege  themselves  to  make  paper  into  money, 
the  payment  of  which  in  specie  you  yourself,  in  this  very  speech,  scoff 
at.  You  say,  "  But  the  banks  have  stopped  specie  payment !  Wicked  in- 
grates !  But  have  not  the  people  ?  And  have  not  the  government  ?" 
Yes,  Sir,  I  agree  with  you,  that  you  all  stopped  together,  absolutely 
bankrupted,  unable  as  well  as  unwilling  to  pay  any  of  the  vast  and 
enormous  sums  of  money  that  you,  as  a  nation,  are  indebted  to  the  rest 


CHARTERED  PRIVILEGES.  85 

of  the  world.  And  yet  they  lent  to  the  people  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
did  they  ?  It  is  false.  Sir,  they  never  lent  anything  but  bits  of  paper, 
which  they  called  dollars,  and  thus  cheated  the  wonderfully  enlightened 
republicans.  I  earnestly  hope  that  what  you  and  I  say  on  this  occa- 
Bion  may  be  particularly  noticed  by  others  that,  I  trust,  [will  read  this 
letter.  I  am  anxious  that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  sake  of  the  inno- 
cent who  are  now  in  the  meshes  that  have  been  set  for  them,  as  well  as 
for  the  sake  of  those  that  are  in  danger  by  the  allurements  which  are 
now  held  out  by  the  name  of  what  such  as  you  call  ^*  American  securi- 
ties,"  but  what  you  know  to  be,  for  the  most  part,  nothing  at  all,  not 
even  the  shadow  of  a  substance;  and  that  there  is  not  one  among 
them  that  is  entitled  to  a  name  that  bears  any  resemblance  to  the  word 
**  security.** 

Let  Englishmen,  let  Frenchmen,  or  any  other  men  that  have  "  secu- 
rities" in  the  United  States  of  America,  take  care  to  shift  the  pivot  with 
all  possible  activity ;  and  those  whose  mouths  may  be  watering  at  what 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  the  luscious  pickings  now  exhibited  by  the 
Jaudons  in  London  under  the  name  of  stocks.  If  they  touch  that 
stock — stock  /  there  is  no  stock,  and  therefore  they  cannot  touch  it — but 
if  fhey  have  anything  to  do  with  the  imaginary  thing,  they  will  surely 
repent  of  their  folly. 

We  have  heard  of  South  Sea  Bubbles,  Mississippi  Bubbles,  and  many 
other  villanous  plans  of  wholesale  robbery ;  but  we  never  heard  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind  that  has  been  a  hundredth  part  so  dreadful  in  its  con- 
sequences as  will  be  the  great  bubble  that  is  about  to  burst  in  the  United 
States. 

This  advice,  friend  Cope,  I  give,  free  of  charge,  to  these  strangers.  I 
think  it  is  my  special  duty  to  warn  them  to  be  careful ;  not  of  those  who 
live  in  caves  and  sally  forth  to  rob  hen-roosts, — this.  Sir,  is  the  prepa- 
ratory school, — but  of  those  who  live  in  edifices  of  marble,  and  have  sys- 
tematized a  plan  or  plans  to  rob  all  the  world ;  sometimes  by  force, 
when  strong  enough,  and  sometimes  by  trick,  such  as  sending  agents  to 
every  quarter  of  the  globe  to  borrow  money,  and  to  sell  "  American 
stock."  All  this,  of  my  own  knowledge,  I  speak ;  I  care  not  what  may 
be  said  in  reply;  but  still  I  choose,  in  support  of  what  I  say,  to. call  in 
others  to  bear  witness,  and  I  always  take  care  to  bring  Ihe  first  men  in 
the  country  forward  for  that  purpose.  There  is  your  friend  Ritner,  late 
Governor,  the  man  that  you  always  supported,  and  would  frown  down 
any  man  that  for  a  moment  disputed  his  testimony  :  allow  roe,  then,  to 
refer  you  to  his  annual  message,  made  in  1836,  in  which  you  will  find 
these  words : — 

**  The  other  great  malady  of  the  times  is,  that  desire  which  is  now  so 
ravenous  of  acquiring  wealth  without  labour.  *  *  *  A  gambling  spirit 
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of  speculation  is  abroad :  the  basis  of  it  is,  a  desire  to  obtain  wealth  at 
the  expense,  of  others,  and  without  an  equivalent  The  speculation  of 
the  present  day,  whether  in  i^ock,  in  coal-lands,  or  in  town-lots,  is,  in 
reality,  nothing  but  the  sale  of  a  mere  hope  of  greater  succesB  and  profit 
than  the  seller  had  realized  at  the  time  of  sale.  If  the  eye  be  kept  upon 
one  of  these  transactions,  from  the  commencement  of  the  excitement  till 
the  final  prostration  of  the  concern,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  regular 
series  of  deception,  disappointment,  and  distress.  No  adequate  value  in 
labour  or  productiveness  being  generally  transmitted  from  dupe  to  dupe, 
he  in  whose  hjuids  the  gilded  deception  finally  rests  must  prove  its 
emptiness,  and  pay  the  whole  amount  of  all  previous  profits*  It  is  thus 
that,  with  a  regularity  which  might  almost  be  graduated  to  mathematical 
exactness,  the  various  stages  of  a  speculation  are  passed  through,  till  the 
final  ^depression'  arrives  with  unavoidable  and  hopeless  ruin.  The 
great  secret  of  the  game  is,  fbr  each  to  hold  the  ball  just  long  enough  to 
enable  him  to  strike  his  neighbour  with  the  greatest  possible  severity, 
and  not  so  long  as  to  incur  upon  himself  die  forfeit." 

Do  you  think,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  greatest  of  all  folly  and  impudence  for 
a  nation  to  be  for  ever  boasting  of  its  superior  form  of  government,  when 
its  chief  magistrates  are  every  day  obliged  to  acknowledge  facts  like 
these?    Then,  speaking  of  the  State  debt.  Governor  Ritner  says : 

*'  Twelve  months  ago  the  whole  State  debt,  which  in  18259  when  the 
internal  improvement  system  comou^eed,  was  one  million  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  had,  by  annual  increases,  grown  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
four  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  three  hundred  dollars 
and  thirty-two  cents ;"  and  some  think  it  has  augmented  to  thirty- two  mil- 
lions or  more.  And  then,  speaking  of  the  use  of  the  internal  improve- 
ments, he  says :  '^  In  some  quarters  of  the  State,  those  parts  of  them 
which  had  been  completed  were  produdng  a  revenue  scarcely  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  hope  that  they  would  ever  cease  to  be  a  public  buirdep ; 
in  others,  isolated  portions,  which  had  been  coQunenced  in  opposition  to 
every  dictate  of  prudence  or  policy,  and  had  been  j^rosecuted  without 
system  or  unity,  seem  to  be  abandoned  to  pr^Euature  decay*"  «  «  « 
^*  Pennsylvania  has  six  hundred  and  one-quarter  miles  of  completed 
canal,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  finished  railroadi  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  and  one-quarter  miles ;  yet  auoh 
has  been  the  ruinous  and  detached  system  pursued  in  their  construction, 
that  only  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles  of  this  whole  length  i»  now 
to  any  useful  extent  in  operation.  The  Susquehanna  division,  from 
Duncan's  Island  to  Northumberland,  thirty-nine  miles ;  the  whole  of  the 
West  branch,  seventy-three  and  a  quarter  miles;  the  West  branch, 
seventy-two  miles ;  the  Beaver  division,  twenty-four  and  three-quarter 
miles;  tie  French  Creek  division,  twenty-two  and  a  quarter;  and  the 
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Fttwdi  Cfifek  Feeder  tweoty'tluee  milce;  temiag  a  icngdi  of  canal  of 
two  bandied  and  fifty»four  and  a  quarter  miles,  as  will  appear  by  the 
report  of  Ae  canal  commiaeionen»  seurcely  pay  tbor  lodc-ke^ra, 
liiough  a  great  pmrtimi  of  them  haye  been  ooo^>letoi  for  yean.  •  •  •  Thia 
ia  aaad  proof  of  the  aelfiahoeaa  of  aectional  jealousy  and  of  log-roUing 
tegialation.  .  . .  The  North  branch  canal,  of  which  seventy-three  and  a 
qoarter  milea  have  been  for  years  completed,  but  upon  which  the  toUa 
•carcely  pay  the  expense  of  collecting,  to  say  nc^hing  of  interest  and 
repairs/' 

There,  Sir;  I  hare  gently  lifted  the  veil,  so  that  the  foreignen  who 
bare  been  tempted  by  ewrbitant  interest  to  lend  their  money  to  that  gang 
of  "  speculators,"  who  have,  as  Governor  Wolf  said,  *^  in  defiance  of  the 
people's  teal  of  reprdbation,^*  taken  possession  of  the  government,  and 
call  themselves  Pennsylvania  Legislatoies— I  have  lifted  the  veal.  Sir, 
so  that  these  foreigners  may  have  a  peep  at  the  manner  in  which  their 
mimey  has  been  divided  among  these  legislatures,  and  that  they  may 
have  some  idea  as  to  what  pmst  be  the  final  result.  Do  the  foreigners 
know  what  thia  Governor  means  by  *'  log-rolling  legislation  ?"  They 
are  queer  words  hr  a  Governor  to  make  use  of,  but,  when  understood, 
will  be  found  to  be  v^  appropriate.  Perhaps,  to  make  the  nuitter  sure, 
I  may  as  well  give  their  meaning ;  and,  to  save  myself  the  trouble,  I 
take  the  foUowing  from  a  newspaper  of  your  city,  called  the  Pennsyl* 
vania  : — 

"  At  Harriaburg  it  is  called  log-rolling.  Anywhere  dse  it  would  be 
called  bribery  and  corruption.  On  the  frontiera  of  this  country,  when 
laiid  ia  tp  be  cleared,  the  trees  are  out  down,  rolled  together,  and  burnt. 
Thia,  which  cannot  be  done  by  one  man,  is  effected  by  the  Joint  efforts 
of  the  neighbourhood ;  and  thus,  by  mutual  aid,  all  the  land^  in  the 
settlement  are  iu  their  turn  cleared  and  cultivated.  The  term  by 
whicb  tbia  neoeasary  act  of  fratennity  is  known  has  been  applied,  in 
practical  legislation,  to  cqmbinationa  of  ineiabera  who  league  together 
and  carry  a  set  of  measures,  each  of  whicb  if  judged  of  alone  would 
stand  no  cbaone  of  sucoesa.  Vote  for  my  bill,  and  I  will  vote  for 
youra;  or  when,  as  oft^  happ^na,  theae  political  brokera  are  afraid  to 
truft  eaiafa  other,  they  put  the  whole  into  one  general  bill,  which  with 
dosed  eyes  they  awallow.  A  great  deal  of  skill  ia  ahown  in  admitting 
just  such  a  sufficient  number  of  sections  as  will  carry  the  bill,  and  no  more. 
If  ibfi  ftiends  of  a  good  and  particularly  a  popular  measure  can  be 
induced  to  join  the  unholy  allianee,  so  much  the  better.  The  title  of 
the  bill  is  auie  to  make  this  known,  while  all  the  doubtful  or  unpopular 
obyecta  are  ipcluded  under  the  comprehensive  words,  *  and  for  other 
purpoaea.'  Such  in  log-nriiling,  an  art,  it  will  be  admitted,  of  great 
power  when  skilfully  exercised." 


86  CHARTBRBB  PRIVILEGBS. 

Perhaps  two  or  three  members  of  the  legudature  have  fnurchased  a 
track  of  worthless  land  at  their  own  price ;  they  say  it  cost  us  but 
a  few  cents  an  acre,  but,  if  we  could  get  the  State  to  make  a  canal, 
or  a  rail-road  through  it,  we  shall,  in  the  excitement  occasioned  by  such 
a  measure,  perhaps,  make  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  an  acre  of  it; 
These  *' legislatures  "  meet  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  they  have 
their  various  schemes ;  some  want  a  charter  for  a  bank,  others  for  the 
sole  right  of  navigating  a  river,  others  for  a  rail-road ;  in  short,  their 
modes  of  robbing  are  by  far  more  numerous,  as  well  as  more  ingenious^ 
than  are  those  of  the  common  thieves  that  infest  London  or  Paris. 
They  then,  in  their  private  capacity,  make  known  their  projects  to  each 
other,  and  the  bargain  is  made.  *'  I  will  help  you  roll  yau/r  log  through 
the  forms  of  legislation  if  you  will  help  me  roll  nunc;"  and  in  this 
manner  is  the  whole  session  consumed.  Then  there  are  the  lobby- 
members,  a  race  very  little  if  any  inferior  to  the  real  members.  Your 
fnend  M'llwain,  at  that  time  the  recorder  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, you  know,  Sir,  was  a  lobby  member,  in  the  case  of  obtaining  a 
charter  for  the  bank.  It  is  the  business  of  a  lobby  member  to  bribe  the 
real  members,  in  any  way  that  seemeth  to  them  best.  The  following 
account  of  one  of  these  members  I  take  from  a  New  York  paper  of  last 
year. 

A  case  is  reported  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  tried  before  Judge 
Ulchoeffer,  New  York,  which  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  recover  of 
the  defendant  compensation  for  work  and  labour  done:  amount  claimed, 
2000  dollars.  The  services  rendered,  and  for  which  pay  was  claimed, 
were  for  '*  lobbying,'*  as  it  is  usually  called,  or  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  the  Bergen  Pott  Company  bill,  by  the  legislature 
of  New  Jersey,  in  1837.  The  bill  in  question  was  passed,  and  the 
defendant  became  president  of  the  company. 

A  witness  stated  that  one  of  the  means  which  the  plaintiff  used 
to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  by  treating  the  members  to 
champagne  and  suppers,  and  that  he  gave  a  supper  on  the  22d  of 
February  while  the  bill  was  pending.  Another,  J.  C.  Zabriskte,  of 
New  Brunswick,  said  the  defendant  tried  to  engage  him  to  assist  in 
getting  the  bill  through,  and  told  him  he  might  dictate  his  own  terms, 
and  if  he  wanted  means  to  operate  at  Trenton,  any  reasonable  amount 
would  be  furnished  him. 

**  What  would  be  a  reasonable  amount  to  operate  with  at  Trenton, 
in  such  a  case  ? — I  should  have  required  500  dollars  to  operate  with. 

"  Cross  examined. — ^When  you  say  you  would  require  500  dollars  to 
operate  with  in  such  a  case,  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — I  mean  T 
should  have  applied  it  in  paying  for  wine  and  terrapin  suppers,  as  that 
is  about  as  efficient  a  mode  of  operating  as  I  know  of. 
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**Do  yofu  mean,  by  that  answer,  wine  and  terrapin  auppen  for  the 
members  of  the  legislature  ?^*Ye8,  Sir. 

"  What  was  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Hillyer's  service  ?— He 
operated  among  the  members  generally  and  particularly.  Mr.  Hillyer 
was  esteemed  one  of  the  best  Lobby  members  that  ever  appeared  at 
Trenton  for  the  last  eight  years.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Hillyer's 
particular  mode  of  operation  was  in  this  case.  I  know  the  efficient 
mode  of  operation  was  the  same  in  every  case,  by  calling  on  the 
members  and  impressing  on  them  favourably  in  regard  to  the  measure 
before  them ;  sometimes  making  the  worst  appear  the  better  reason, 
and  giving  the  members  explanatory  suppers.  Such  was  Mr. 
Hillyer's  general  mode  of  operations. 

*'  The  court  charged  the  jury,  and,  among  other  things,  remarked  that, 

'*  *  A  legislator  selected  by  the  people  to  discharge  a  public  trust  ought 
to  discharge  it  independently  and  honestly,  but  the  legislator  who  votes 
firom  private  influence  acts  dishonestly  and  corruptly.  And  every 
effort  to  obtain  votes  through  private  influence  is  adverse  to  public 
policy  and  legislative  purity,  and  at  variance  with  every  sense  of  pro- 
priety. 

^* '  It  is,  therefore,'scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  to  procure  votes 
by  means  of  suppers,  or  harassing  legislator^  by  making  application  to 
them,  is  dishonest  in  the  extreme,  and  that  jm  person  can  recover  com- 
pensation for  it.' 

*'  The  jury  retired  for  nearly  four  hours,  and  brought  in  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant.'* 

So  much  for  lobbying,  log-rolling,  and  dividing  the  spoil  of  the  people. 
"  And  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  foreigners,"  you  will  shrewdly  re- 
mark, *'  who  have  the  State  for  their  security  ?"  Sir,  do  you  seriously 
think  that  any  State  in  the  world  can,  without  becoming  bankrupt,  en- 
dure proceedings  like  these  ?  You  know  that  Pennsylvania  has  been  on 
the  very  brink  of  bankruptcy  half  a  dozen  times  within  these  few  years, 
and  has  only  been  saved  for  a  short  time  from  that  calamity  by  subter- 
fuges such  as  no  other  nation  in  the  world  would  ever  think  of  resorting  to. 
We  are  told  by  the  biographer  of  the  banker  Girard,  that  Girard  saved 
the  State  several  times  from  bankruptcy  by  the  timely  loan  of  a  few 
bank-notes,  when  nobody  else  on  earth  could  be  found  to  trust  it  with  a 
cent.  And  Biddle  is  continually  boasting  of  having  '*  saved  the  State." 
The  shattered  fragments  of  the  old  United  States'  Bank  having  been  got 
together,  and  chartered  as  a  State  bank,  under  the  imposing  name  of  *'  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  did  wonders,  he  says,  for  the  State,  and,  to 
use  his  own  words,  *^  probably  saved  that  city  (Philadelphia)  and  the 
whole  State,  from  general  bankruptcy,  which  would  have  followed  the 
winding  up  of  its  aflairs." 
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Thai  bank  was  then  bankrupt  itself;  he  knew  it  at  the  time  he  was 
speaking ;  the  very  next  year  closed  ita  doors,  as  far  aa  regarded  paying 
its  notes  and  its  debts,  and  it  bid  defiance  to  the  whole  of  its  creditors ! 
On  such  a  paltry  and  rotten  thread  did  hang  this  '*  great  republican 
nation ! " 

Your  banks  have  since  attempted  a  sort  of  resumption  of  payment, 
after  first  blinding  the  ignorant  by  every  falsity  that  a  suborned  and  sub- 
servient press  could  circulate,  and  by  threatening  to  ruin  all  those  that 
are  within  your  power,  if  they  dare  show  the  remotest  desire  to  possess  a 
single  dollar  in  specie.  But  all  this  will  not  do*  If  they  have  not,  while 
I  am  now  writing,  again  *'  suspended,"  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time 
before  they  do  so.  And  Biddle,  it  seems,  is  of  my  opinion,  fi)r  he 
recommended  that  they  should  keep  in  the  trenches^  trust  to  *'  the  cotton- 
bags^*^  and  pay  nobody.  Ah !  well,  when  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst, 
you  can  *''  virtually  repeal  the  laws,"  and  do  as  you  did  before.  You 
had  the  gracious  compliments  of  the  late  Whig  Governor,  Bitner,  in  his 
message,  for  that  act,  and  doubtless  you  will  receive  the  same  horn  the 
present  Democratic  Gk>vemQr,  who  is  one  of  the  right  stamp ;  for  report 
says,  and  the  committee  that  your  party  appointed  to  investigate  as  to 
the  truth  of  that  report  say,  that  hew  9,  fraudulent,  as  well  as  an  insolvent 
debtor ;  both  of  which  have  been  sworn  to  before  magistrates,  and  by 
witnesses  of  respectability,  as  I  have  elsewhere  shown.  He,  therefore, 
may  be  reasonably  expected  to  favour  birds  of  the  same  feather. 

I  now  come  to  your  remarks  on  the  late  Stephen  Girard's  bank,  and  I 
cannot  but  think  it  very  surprising  to  see  a  man  of  your  leputation  so 
alarmed  at  substantial  things.  You  ask  the  Convention  to  *^  permit  you  to 
state  a  fact,  strongly  illustrative  of  the  inestimable  vslue  of  confidence 
and  credit,"  and  you  state  the  fact  as  follows: — ^^  At  the  first  meeting 
of  the  trustees  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard's  bank,  of  which  I  was  one, 
and  which  meeting  was  hdd  immediately  after  his  decease,  we  found,  to 
our  amazement,  that  the  whole  amount  af  specie  in  his  bank  was 
15,6*73  dollars  and  80  cents,  one  half  of  which  sum  was  in  uncurrent  coin. 
I  mention  this  to  show  how  much  may  be  accomplished  where,  as  in  the 
case  of  Stephen  Girard,  confidence  and  credit  were  neither  suspected  U9t 
impaired." — Yes,  Sir,  much  has  been  accomplished  by  that  miseiabie 
old  man,  who,  from  nothing,  in  a  few  years  amassed  ten  millions 
of  dollars !  A  greater  robber  never  infested  the  earth  than  Stephen 
Girard,  if  what  his  biographer  says  of  him  be  true,  or,  indeed,  if  what 
common  report  says  of  him  be  true ;  both  of  which  are  corrobomted  by 
the  fact  of  his  having  left  all  this  money,  which  such  a  creature  as  he 
never  could  have  got  together  by  any  fair  means.  It  was  right,  was  it, 
for  that  vile  usurer  to  cause  it  to  be  believed  that  he  had  gold  and  silver 
in  his  bank  to  represent  and  to  pay,  if  required,  the  hundreds  of  thott* 
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■andfl  of  doUara  of  piomifes  that  fae  had  lent  upon  ititereBt,  and  that 
enabled  hun,  towarda  his  laat,  to  steal  from  the  industrious^  perhaps  half 
a  million  of  doUan  annually  of  their  earnings  ?  It  was  right*  was  it, 
that  the  demoeratiorepuhlican  government  should  allow  him  to  do  so, 
while  there  was  a  place  for  aolitary  confinement  at  hard  labour,  aul^eot 
to  the  discipline  oi  a  ^rant  (iriMch,  barely  to  think  of,  fills  one's  soul 
with  horror),  and  while  such  a  {^ace  was  gaj^ng  to  receive  a  poor,  plun*- 
dered,  and  friendless  man  for  a  mere  trying  offence?  All  this,  Sir,  in 
your  estimation,  is  right ;  and  you  (but  I  trust  without  having  consi- 
dered what  it  is  that  you  do)  hold  up  the  proceedings  of  this  Girard  as 
an  illustrious  example  for  your  children  to  imitate.  I  think  otherwise; 
and  I  have  written,  and  do  intend  to  publish,  a  letter  on  this  subject, 
addressed  to  my  children,  which,  if  you  are  not  better  employed,  I  wish 
you  to  read,  and  to  see  that  your  children  read  it,  for  it  will  give  them  a 
chance  to  judge  how  far  the  life  of  Oirard  was  consistent  with  the  doe- 
trines  of  Fox,  Penn,  and  Barclay. 

I  will  now,  Sir,  conclude  with  refreshing  your  memory  as  to  what  was 
said  in  the  State  Convention,  May  23rd,  183*7,  by  the  committee  on  cur- 
roocy,  corporations,  **  eminent  domain,"  &c.  There  were  nine  on  that 
committee,  and  the  majority,  consisting  of  five,  reported  as  follows : — 

*'  That  they  have  had  these  subjects  under  consideration,  and  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  to  make 
any  alteration,  addition,  or  amendment  to  the  constitution  therein,  other 
than  those  embraced  in  the  report  heretofore  submitted  by  the  chairman, 
and  ask  to  be  dischai^^ed,"  &c. 

The  minority,  consisting  of  four,  made  a  long  repc^  firom  which  I 
take  the  following  extracts : — 

**  Preposterous  luxury,  insolvency,  and  crime,  are  the  certain  followers 
of  the  bank  mania — a  system  .of  stupendous  gambling  supersedes  and 
derides  regular  oocupation.  Plethora  brings  on  want,  unnatural  plenty, 
unnatural  scarcity,  prices  so  high  that  the  working  classes  were,  pinched 
for  food,  then  all  at  once  so  low  that  nothing  but  a  bad  currency,  specu- 
lation, and  monopoly  c^  account  for  such  vicissitudes ;  the  most  devour- 
ing usury,  controversy,  and  litigation,  panic,  clamour,  convulsion,  and 
at  last  the  unlawful  refusal  of  the  banks,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  to 
redeem  their  notes  in  good  money — ^these  have  been  the  rapid  events  of 
(he  last  few  months :  with  eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver,  and  abun- 
daii«e  of  everything  needful  fw  prosperitj^ffid  content,  large  portions 
of  our  people  are  in  a  revolutionary  state  of  disquiet  and  excitement, 
are  reduced  to  want  and  maddened  with  disappointed  hope.  Vicious 
speculation  should  be  restrained  by  vigorous  ||»d  independent  legisla- 
tioa.  Whereas,  unhappily  and  dishonourably,  it  is  legislation  that 
authorises  speculation  and  gambling  to  supplant  the  precious  metals  b^ 
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paper,  imd  has  inflicted  that  degradation  by  which  the  country  is  now 
suffering  the  disasters  of  a  currency  not  much  better  than  that  of  the 
Revolution,  against  which  all  our  early  institutions  so  sedulously  guarded. 

"  The  whole  theory  and  practice  of  American  banks  are  false  and  per- 
nicious. Their  first  act  being  to  lend  trust-money,  left  with  them  to 
keep ;  their  next  misconduct  is  to  issue  mere  promissory  notes,  instead 
of  gold  and  silver  money,  which  notes  do  not  represent  such  money. 
Then  they  make  loans  of  fictitious  credit,  by  secret  and  arbitrary  dis- 
counts, increased  or  decreased  with  no  regard  to  public  good.  The 
holders  of  their  unpayable  notes  calling  on  them  for  money,  the  banks 
oblige  their  debtors  to  pay  what  they  have  borrowed ;  thus,  without  any 
system,  at  one  time  gorging  the  community  with  false  plenty,  at  an- 
other straitening  it  with  supposed  want,  (as  six  months  ago  there  was 
actually  no  want  of  food,  tliough  prices  indicated  dearth,  and  at  present, 
when  in  the  midst  of  plenty  of  money,  there  is  none,)  distressing  allwidi 
either  too  much  or  too  little  of  the  means  of  livelihood.  Again,  bank 
loans,  such  as  they  are,  are  not  made  to  those  who  want;  to  the 
industrious  mechanical  classes,  but  to  the  speculating  and  extravagant ; 
often  by  bank  directors  to  themselves,  with  which  to  grind  the  needy, 
by  usurious  lending  again,  or  to  other  unworthy  favourites.  The 
laborious  and  frugal  are  rarely  assisted,  but  those  who  are  stimulated 
to  live  beyond  their  income,  and  pursue  a  course  of  folly,  luxury,  and 
insolvency.  Nine-tenths  of  them  become  insolvent,  for  there 'is  not  one 
prize  to  a  thousand  blanks  in  the  bank  lottery,  and  by  their  assignments 
almost  always  secure  the  bank,  leaving  other  creditors,  friends,  and  even 
their  own  families,  to  destitution  and  ruin.  It  is  mainly  through  bank 
influence  that  courts  of  justice  have  been  brought  to  sanction  those 
unjust  preferences  which  have  now  become  part  of  the  established  law, 
ilthough  condemned  by  a  whole  class  of  our  people  as  dishonest.  Bank- 
ing and  other  corporations  have  the  best  means  to  fortify  themselves 
with  the  first  professional  talents,  so  that  laws  are  both  made  and 
administered  to  their  advantage ;  and,  by  a  sort  of  priority  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  equal  to  government  prerogative,  they  take  rank  of  all 
other  creditors.  The  last  has  been  a  terrible  year  for  this  country, 
more  so  than  any  one  that  has  preceded  it  since  the  independence  of 
these  United  States ;  distressing  at  home,  and  disgraceful  abroad.  It 
will  require  many  years  of  prosperous  production  to  repair  the  banking 
ravages  of  the  two  last  years  at  home,  and  a  long"  tract  of  time  to  recover 
the  American  character  lost  abroad. 

"  Should  no  check  be  put  on  the  present  facilities  and  habits  of  incor- 
porating individuals  foi^  lucrative  purposes,  that  system  of  extensive 
and  provident  legislation,  which  guarded  against  the  accumulation  and 
perpetuity  of  property  by  primogeniture  and  entail,  will  be  completely 
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annulled,  and  the  tenure  of  property  carried  back  to  a  system,  not 
feudal  in  its  military  features,  hut  much  more  strict  and  lasting  than 
feudal  tenure.     Liberty  remains,  freedom  of  speech,  of  action,  of  the 
press,  of  religion,  and  of  acquiring  property ;  but  equality  is  rapidly  dis- 
appearing in  the  possession,  distribution,  and  transmission  of  it.     It 
may  be  asserted,  with  truth,  that  property  is  more  equally  divided  and 
held  in  France  than  in  Pennsylvania,  where,  though  personal  titles 
abound,  yet  property  privileges    are  much  less  common  than  here. 
And  here  again  it  is  proper  to  notice,  not  with  censure  but  regret,  that 
the  courts  of  justice  in  this  country  have  not  controlled  the  predominance 
of  corporations.     The  common  law  respecting  them  is  simple  and 
satisfactory.     Incorporation  gives  to  many  men  no  dispensation  from 
law,  (except  their  peculiar  privileges,)  which  is  not  the  equal  if  not  the 
better  right  of  every  man ;  and  it  is  the  settled  law  that  corporate  powers 
cannot  be  carried  beyond  the  columns  of  its  grant.  Yet  such  has  been  the 
social   and  political  influence  of   corporations,  that  every   day  they 
assume  'constructive  powers  transcending  their  charters  with  perfect 
impunity ;  and  few,  if  any,  are  the  instances  in  which  any  American 
court  of  justice  has  ever  exercised  the  authority,  said  to  belong  to  courts 
of  justice  alone,  of  annulling  a  charter  or  rebuking  abuses  of  it.    The 
great  business  of  legislation,  of  late  years,  has  been  to  grant  charters ; 
and  no  considerate  man  can  reflect  without  mortification  on  the  means 
by  which  they  are  accomplished,  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  too 
often  applied,  the  manner  of  their  organization,  their  number  and  their 
influence.      Thoroughly  impressed  as  your  committee  are  with  well- 
considered  doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of  many,  and  a  strong  convic- 
tion of  the  impolicy  of  most  of  them,  they  have  no  hesitation  to  avow, 
as  will  be  obvious  to  this  Convention,  that  the  articles  proposed  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  constitution  are  designed  to  render  it  much  more 
difficult  than  at  present  to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation  at  all ;  so 
that  hereafter  no  such  act  shall  take  place  without  the  most  cogent 
necessity." 

There,  Sir,  your  countrymen  high  in  authority  tell  you  that,  if  you 
be  a  considerate  man,  you  cannot  reflect  without  mortification  on  the 
immorality  and  wickedness  with  which  your  country  abounds.  A  state 
of  things  that,  I  assure  you,  has  caused  no  little  mortification  to  your 
grievously  disappointed,  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 
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ON  THOMAS  PAINB's  PAMPHLET  IN  FAVOUR  OF  PAPER  MONEY. 

CHARACTER  OF  PAIKB. 

To  William  Williams^  Esq.y  M.P. 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  February  10, 1838. 

Knowing,  as  I  do,  that  you  are  the  constant  and  unyielding  advo- 
cate of  the  productive  classes,  in  opposition  to  the  drones  of  society, 
to  the  democratic  usurers,  to  the  numerous  race  of  johhers,  giunhlers,  and 
those  who  seek  to  delude  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  rohhing  them, 
I  take  the  liherty  of  addressing  this  letter  to  you,  in  the  earnest  hope 
that  it  may  have  the  effect  of  calling  your  attention  to  my  humhle  work, 
and  thus  strengthen  and  confirm  you  in  your  good  and  just  principles, 
and  to  induce  fyou  to  pursue  their  development  with  the  same  energy 
in  future,  which  you  have  hitherto  so  laudably  employed. 

It  is  not,  however,  on  this  account  alone  that  I  beg  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  present  and  my  other  letters ;  I  find  with  great  regret  that 
you  are  an  admirer  of  the  American  system  of  government,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  democracy;  and  that  you  are  desirous,  by  introducing 
universal  suffrage,  annual  parliaments,  and  election  by  ballot,  to  assimi- 
late the  polity  of  Great  Britain  to  that  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America  as  closely  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the 
monarchy. 

If,  Sir,  you  were  aware  how  inconsistent  these  opinions  are  with  those 
which  you  hold  with  regard  to  the  working  classes,  I  am  sure  you  would 
instantly  abandon  them^  The  principle  of  self-government,  if  that  can  be 
called  a  principle,  which  in  the  nature  of  things  never  can  exist,  has  been 
tried,  and  has  been  found  to  entirely  fail  in  the  United  States*  The  re- 
presentative system  Uiere,  it  is  true,  exists  in  name,  and  in  name  only ;  for 
the  officers  of  state,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest,  from  the  president  to 
the  constable,  are  the  mere  creatures'of  faction  and  corruption,  the  people 
as  a  body  having  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  their  election.  I  speak  of  all 
parties,  the  one  not  being  a  jot  better  than  the  other.  Their  object  is  the 
deluding  of  the  people  for  their  own  selfish  interests ;  and  that  they  do 
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delude  them  fbr  these  purposes,  I  think,  in  the  coone  of  this  work,  I 
shall  he  fthle  to  prove  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced 
and  honest  man,  even  from  the  writings  and  speeches  of  the  Americans 
themselves. 

At  present,  however,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  opinions  of  Thomas 
Paine,  particularly  to  those  hroaehed  in  that  ^little-known  pamphlet 
which  this  certainly  ahle  writer,  hut,  in  my  humhle  opinion,  weak  and 
wicked  politician,  wrote  in  defence  of  the  hanking  system  of  the  United 
States,  the  michievous  effects  of  which  developed  themselves  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  repuhlic. 

I%i8  pamphlet,  which  a  friend  of  mine  put  into  my  hands,  has  been 
republished  by  the  bankers!  This,  I  suppose,  is  their  last  argument  in 
favour  of  paper  money.  They  have  scattered  it,  I  am  told,  all  over  the 
country ;  and  it  may  be  had  without  money  or  price,  so  important  is  it 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  **  author  of  Common  Sense  '*  believed  in  the 
virtues  of  paper  money,  and  was  for  a  state  of  things  like  that  which  I 
have  described* 

I  have  spoken  before  of  the  writings  of  Paine,  and  have  shown  that 
his  predictions,  contained  in  his  ^  Rights  of  Man,"  have  all  turned  out 
egregiously  false.  This  **  Dissertation  on  Government,  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  and  paper  money,"  I  never  have  seen  before :  it  exhibits  unusual 
labour  on  the  part  of  the  author  to  support  that  which  he  knew  to  be 
wrong,  but  which,  from  interested  and  wicked  motives,  he  thought  proper 
to  justify.  However,  taken  as  a  whole,  I  think  the  interests  of  the 
bankers  will  not  be  much  forwarded  by  its  republication. 

Let  us  take  a  sort  of  cursory  review  of  this  pamphlet ;  printed  by 
Charles  Cist,  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1786,  and  reprinted  from  the 
original,  without  note  or  comment,  by  order  of  the  bankers  of  18d8. 

In  the  very  first  page  we  are  informed  that,  **  in  republics,  such  as 
those  established  in  America,  the  sovereign  power,  or  the  power  over 
which  there  is  no  control,  and  which  controls  all  other,  remains,  where 
Nature  placed  it — in  the  people :  for  the  people  in  America  are  the  foun- 
tain of  power.  It  remains  there  as  a  matter  of  right,  recognised  in  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  and  the  exercise  of  it  is  constitutional  and 
legal.  This  sovereignty  is  exercised  in  electing  and  deputing  a  certain 
number  of  persons  to  represent  and  act  for  the  whole,  and  who,  if  they 
do  not  act  right,  may  be  displaced  by  the  same  power  that  placed  them 
there,  and  others  elected  in  their  stead,  and  the  wrong  measures  of 
former  representatives  corrected  and  brought  right  by  this  means." 
Very  well,  this  is  all  that  we  ask  for  or  desire. 

Further,  he  says  (in  pages  8  and  9),  **  The  administration  of  a  re- 
public is  supposed  to  be  directed  by  certain  fundamental  principles  of 
vigfat  and  justiee^  from  which  there  cannot,  because  there  ou^t  not|  to  be 
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any  deviation ;  and,  whenever  any  c^viation  appears,  thave  is  a  kind  of 
stepping  out  of  the  republican  principle,  and  an  approaoh  towards  the 
despotic  one."  WeU,  how  stands  the  case  now  ?  Have  we  stepped  out  of 
the  republican  principle  or  not?  Is  it  right  and  just  for  the  people  to 
have  their  substance  devoured  by  the  privil^ed  orders,  who  have  already 
obtained  power  enough  to  charter  themselves,  and  have  fortified  them^ 
selves  in  the  halls  of  government,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  thepiBopla 
to  get  in,  not  even  to  be  heard,  and  much  less  to  do  their  owu  \msi* 

ness? 

"This  administration,"  he  says  (page  9),  ''is  executed  by  a  select 
number  of  persons,  periodically  chosen  by  the  people,  who  act  as  repre- 
sentatives and  in  behalf  of  the  whole,  and  who  are  supposed  to  enact  the 
same  laws,  and  pursue  the  same  line  of  administration,  aft  the  people 
would  do  were  they  all  assembled  together.*' 

Now,  whatever  is  supposed^  the  fact  is,  that  the  legislative  aMcmUietf 
in  this  country,  and  in  this  our  day,  on  almost  every  ooeasion«««cC  just 
contrary  to  what  the  people  would  do  were  they  all  assembkd  toge* 
ther. 

Were  I  to  begin  in  a  formal  manner  to  show  that  the  ref^iesaitativeft 
do  not  do  as  the  people  would  do,  it  would  be  thought  that  I  waswaati]^ 
my  time  to  very  little  purpose  indeed,  since  every  body  that  livee  in  thia 
country  knows  as  well  as  I  know  that  it  is  not  so.  They  know  ^t» 
when  the  people  assemble  together,  they  never  fail  to  denounce  their 
rulers  for  having  betrayed  them.  The  people  never  sanction  the  char-^ 
tering  of  banks,  and  the  constituting  a  parcel  of  thieves  to  prey  upon 
them :  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  it  should  be  so*  They  ma^ 
nifested  not  their  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  the  notorious  traitor 
Burdon,  and  the  rest  of  the  traitors,  who,  without  having  been  applied 
to  in  a  single  instance,  and  after  having,  over  and  over  again,  pledged 
themselves  to  oppose  the  United  States'  bank,  and  all  that  thereunto 
belonged,  in  any  and  every  form  that  it  could  be  brought  before  them — 
yet,  they  sold  the  rights  of  their  constituents  to  that  bank,  as  they 
would  have  sold  beasts  in  the  field.  Is  there  an  honest  man  hving,  who 
knows  the  state  of  the  case,  that  will  say,  that  that  was  not  as  base  and 
as  foul  a  transaction,  nay,  the  very  basest  and  foulest  that  ever  disgraced 
a  nation?  And  look  at  the  chartering  of  the  Mechanics'  bank,  fraudulently 
appended  or  tacked,  as  you  may  have  heard,  that  it  might  not  be  noticed^ 
to  an  act  for  incorporating  a  canal  company.  But  to  run  over  theoe- 
things  would  be  an  endless  job ;  the  legislatures  for  many  years  having 
done  nothing  but  charter  themselves  and  their  friends  :  and  I  will  reet 
this  question,  as  to  whether  the  people,  if  they  were  altogether,  would 
thus  defraud  themselves— I  will  rest  this  question,  I  say,  on  the  open 
confession  of  ex-governor  Wolf,  who,  God  knows,  did  enough  in  these 
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matters  liimsetf,  aeyer  to  expect  forgiveness,  except  this  open  and 
candid  confeenon  of  the  doings,  that  he  and  **  the  morbid  and  restless" 
have  been  guilty  of>  in  defiance  of  the  people's  seal  of  reprobation,  and 
against  the  constitution  of  the  country,  which  they  had  solemnly  sworn  to 
obey :  except  this  confession  weighs  heavily  in  his  favour,  he  is  a  lost 
man  for  ever  and  forever.  Remember,  it  was  not,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  his  last  dying  speech  and  confession,  but  it  was  his  last  annual 
message  and  confession.    And  here  it  is. 

The  open  confession  of  George  Wolf,  late  governor  of  the  State  of 
PennsylTunia,  in  the  United  States  of  North  America.  Made  at  the 
opening  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  December  3,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1834. 

In  which  he  fully  discloses  the  facts,  that  depravity  and  unsoundness 
existed  in  the  last,  and  in  former  legislative  assemblies,  to  a  frightful  and 
most  alarming  extent.   To  wit,  he  saith^- 

**  It  cannot  be  denied  that  every  incorporation  that  is  authorised,  and 
every  monopoly  that  is  establishec^  even  for  the  most  useful  public  pur- 
poses, is  a  deviation  from  that  republican  simplicity  which  the  principles 
upon  which  our  admirable  form  of  government  is  predicated  would  seem 
to  inculcate,  and  a  virtual  encroachment  upon  our  liberties.  By  multi- 
plying these  formidable,  irresponsible  public  bodies,  we  shall,  in  process 
of  time,  raise  up  within  the  commonwealth  an  aristocratical  combination 
of  power,  which  will  dictate  its  own  laws,  and  put  at  defiance  the  govern- 
ment of  the  people.  We  have  recently  had  a  strong  iUustration  of  the 
power  and  dangerous  tendency  of  such  institutions,  and  it  may  be  well 
to  learn  wisdom  from  experience*  These  observations  hare  been  sug- 
gested by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  a  moi^bid,  restless  solicitude  to 
produce  a  state  of  incautious  legislation,  tending  to  precipitate  a  system 
of  legalised  speculation  upon  the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  has,  for 
some  time  past,  but  too  conspicuously  manifested  itself  in  our  legislative 
hall,  in  the  shape  of  applications  for  the  incorporation  of  monopolies  of 
various  descriptions.  A  depraved,  unsound  spirit,  evincing  a  vitiated 
anxiety  for  the  establishment  of  banking  institutions,  and  other  corpo- 
rations possessing  exclusive  privileges,  seems  to  have  marked  the  era 
in  which  we  live,  as  one  peculiarly  diistinguished  for  its  inveterate  oppug- 
nancy  to  the  tardy  but  certain  method  of  securing  competency  and  inde- 
pendence pursued  by  the  men  of  other  days,  as  well  as  for  its  peculiar 
predilections  in  favour  of  some  shorter  and  less  difficult  path,  by  which 
to  arrive  at  wealth  and  power. 

**  To  encourage  this  spirit  any  further,  at  this  time,  would  be  as  un- 
wise as  our  too  liberal  legislation,  in  sustaining  it  heretofore,  had  been 
impolitic  and  injudicious.'  Public  opinion  seems  to  have  set  its  seal  of 
reprobation  upon  such  a  course,  and,  instead  of  being  favourable  to  a 

H 


98  ON  THOMAS  PAIKS'S  PAMPHIiET. 

iiirtkmr  extenmon  of  banking  institutions^  and  their  necessary  concomi^ 
tantj  an  increased  paper  circulation,  its  recent  expression  evinces  & 
decided  opposition  to  any  measure  connected  with  this  subject,  short  of 
introducing  into  our  circulaling  medium  a  due  proportion  of  the  metallic 
currency  contemplated  by  the  constitution  ei  the  United  States." 

This,  then,  is  the  confession ;  which,  I  think,  affords  evidence  enough, 
considering  its  high  and  official  authority,  to  satisfy  any  one  that  banks 
have,  in  this  State,  engendered  a  depraved  and  vitiated  sjHrit,  and  caused 
there  to  be  '^  a  kind  of  stepping  out  of  republican  pritici]^es,  and  of  ap- 
proaching towards  those  of  despotism."  Wolf  says  that^  to  his  know* 
ledge,  he  having  been  at  the  head  of  the  concern  fbr  nine  yeaft,  they 
have,  from  time  to  time,  done  those  things  which  their  constituents  have 
]^K)tested  against,  and  have  put  their  seal  of  reprobation  upon.  While 
Paine  has  told  us,  that  ^  the  power  of  the  representative  is,  in  many 
cases,  less,  but  never  can  be  greaiter,  than  that  of  the  people  repnesent^.** 
And  yet,  he  says,  ^*  for  tl»  next  or  any  other  assembly  to  undertake  to 
dissolve  the  State  from  its  obligpitions,  is  an  assumption  of  power  of  a 
novel  and  estraov^nary  kind*  It  is  the  servant  attempting  to  free  faia 
master."  What  are  we  to  leara  from  such  jargon  as  this.^  If  Cfae 
representatives  have  power  to  charter  sway  firOin  us  anyihingj  even  thft 
right  of  a  river  or  road,  certainly  they  have  the  same  right  to  do  as  they 
harre  done— dnrter  away  everything  that  is  woi^  possessing.  Surely 
this  man  must  have  been  infotuated  at  the  time  he  wrote  this  pamphlet, 
for  one  pflon^raph  advocates  ulrhat  tlie  next  destroys,  or  attempts  to  de- 
stroy. However,  he  says  that  **  the  power  of  die  r^esentative  caimot 
be  greater  dnm  that  of  the  people  represented."  Therefbre,  if  we  take 
for  truth  his  statements,  and  believe  the  evidence  of  Wolf^  we  have  no 
alternative  but  to  come  to  the  conchisioQ,  that  ours  is  no  longer  a  repub* 
ho,  but  a  despotism,  centered  in  bonkers  and  usurers.  To  be  sure,  WolPs 
may  be  termed  a  sort  of  State  evidenee^  he  being  one  ctf  the  guilty  hhn- 
self;  and,  what  is  still  worse^  he  has  been  more  guilty,  if  possible,  «nce 
lihan  he  was  before,  havings  after  making  these  statements,  signed  aa^i 
approved  of  nearly  one  hundred  charters  that  very  session.  But  we 
must  recollect  that,  when  sueh  evidenoe  is  corroborated  by  «i  ubbtioken 
chaiA  of  otiier  dtcumstanees,  then  it  bebomes  the  best  of  evidence ;  an€l 
that  that  is  the  case,  no  man  can  or  will,  I  think,  attempt  to  deny. 

^  A  power  has  risen  up  in  the  government,^  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  his 
place  in  the  Senate^  ^  greater  than  Ihe  people  themsekeSi  consisting  of 
many,  and  various,  and  powerful  interests,  combined  mto  one  mass,  and 
held  together  by  the  cohesive  power  of  the  vast  suiplus  in  the  banks. 
This  mighty  combination  will  be  opposed  to  any  change,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  such  is  its  infiuence,  that  no  measure  to  which  it  is  opposed 
eaaboootne  a  law,  however  expedient  and  necessary,  and  that  the  public 
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modcy  noil  ranain  in  their  posBessioti^  to  be  disposed  of,  itot  as  tiie  pufc- 
lie  iiitehMt,  but  as  theirs  may  dictate.  The  time,  indeed,  seems  fast 
approaching  ifrhen  no  law  can  pass,  nor  any  honour  be  conferred,  from 
Ae  chief  mAgistrate  to  the  tide-waiter,  without  the  assent  of  this  powerful 
and  interested  combination,  which  is  steadily  becoming  the  government 
itself,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  the  authority  of  the  people.  Nay,  1  fear 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  I  look  with  anxiety  to  the  &te  of  this  mea- 
sure as  the  test  whether  we  are  or  not. 

**  If  nothing  should  be  done— if  the  money,  which  justly  belotigs  to 
the  people,  be  left  where  it  is,  with  the  many  And  overwhelming  objec- 
tiona  to  it,  the  feet  will  prove  that  a  great  and  radical  change  has  been 
effected ;  that  the  government  is  subverted ;  that  the  authority  of  the 
people  is  suppressed  by  a  union  of  the  banks  and  executive — a  union  a 
hundred  times  more  dangerous  than  that  of  church  and  state,  against 
Which  the  constitution  has  so  jealously  guarded*  It  would  be  the 
announcement  of  a  state  of  things,  from  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  there 
can  be  no  recovery;  a  state  of  boundless  corruption,  and  the  lowest  and 
basest  subserviency.  It  seems  to  be  the  order  of  Providence  that,  with 
the  exception  of  these,  a  people  may  recover  from  any  other  evil. 
Piracy,  robbery,  and  vidence  of  any  description,  may,  as  history  proves, 
be  followed  by  virtue^  patriotism,  and  national  greatness ;  but  where  is 
the  example  to  be  found  of  a  degenerate,  corrupt,  and  subservient  people, 
who  have  ever  revived  their  virtue  and  patriotism  ?  Their  doom  has 
ever  been  the  lowest  state  of  wretchedness  and  misery  i  scorned,  trod- 
den down,  and  obliterated  for  ever  from  the  list  of  all  nations.  May 
Heaven  grant  that  such  may  never  be  our  doom ! " 

Paine  goes  on  and  says,  that  ^*  the  people,  in  their  original  compact, 
of  equal  justice,  or  first  principles  of  a  republic,  renounced  as  despotic, 
detestable,  and  Unjust,  the  assuming  a  right  of  breaking  and  violating 
their  engagements^  contracts,  and  compacts  with,  or  defrauding,  impos- 
ing, or  tyrannizing  over  each  other ;  and,  therefore,  the  representatives 
csnnot  make  an  act  to  do  it  for  them ;  and  any  such  kind  of  act  would 
be  an  attempt  to  depose,  not  the  personal  sovereign,  but  the  sovereign 
principle  of  the  republic,  and  to  introduce  despotism  in  its  stead."  How 
£ar  this  paragraph  will  go  towards  serving  the  bankers,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know ;  but»  if  I  understand  it,  it  is  an  assurance  of  the  despotism  and 
injustice  of  the  bankers'  principles,  which  justify  the  breaking  and 
violating  all  sorts  of  engagements,  contracts^  or  compacts,  except  those 
tiuit  are  made  between  the  government  and  themselves,  and  which  ^re 
altogether  in  favour  of  the  latter.  Do  the  bankers  not  tyrannize  over 
the  people,  and  break  their  engagements  and  contracts,  whenever  it  suits 
tiiein  to  do  so?  And,  moreover,  they  force  others  to  do  the  same  tidng^ 
in  cases  of  mortgages,  amiuities,  and»  indeed,  in  every  other  case.  They 
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pay  when  and  how  they  like.  They  are  the  government ;  and  their 
judges  sanction  their  wicked  proceedings:  of  which,  we  shall  have 
something  to  say  hereafter.  Their  governor,  too,  in  his  late  message, 
exults,  hecause  the  people,  as  he  falsely  states,  have  "  virtually  repealed 
the  laws"  that  were  made,  as  it  was  pretended,  to  restrain  and  keep  in 
order  these  unprincipled  men. 

Is  this  not  an  attempt,  and  a  very  audacious  one,  '^  to  depose  the 
sovereign  principle  of  this  republic  ?"  Nay,  has  it  not  already  esta- 
blished despotism  in  its  stead? 

And  yet  the  first  bankln  this  country,  or  the  seed  of  all  these  things^ 
found  its  main  support  in  this  lil^erty-loving  Paine ;  for  which  he  richly 
deserves  all  the  abuse  that  has  been  so  profusely  heaped  upon  him  by 
the  party  that  is  now  hoping  to  profit  by  his  work.  He  pleads  the  neces^ 
siiy  of  the  case;  but,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  no  necessity  on  earth 
could  ever  justify  a  measure  so  fraught  with  misery,  immorality,  and 
crime.  It  may  be  said,  that,  not  having  had  the  experience  on  the  sub* 
ject  that  we  have  had,  he  might  never  have  dreamt  of  the  possibility  of 
such  horrid  results.  But,  as  he  remarks  (p.  33),  "  where  knowledge  $9 
a  duiyy  ignorance  is  a  crime  ;^'  and  besides,  we  find  that  those  whom  he 
undertook  to  instruct  knew  all  about  the  consequences.  Greatly  to  the 
honour  of  the  people  of  those  days,  in  Pennsylvania,  they  foresaw  and 
clearly  predicted  the  present  state  of  things.  Everything  that  they 
stated  in  their  petitions,  and  everything  stated  by  the  committee  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  was  correct ;  while  Paine's  predictions  have  every 
one  of  them  failed ;  owing,  no  doubt,  in  a  great  measure,  to  means  of 
his  own  recommending.  I  will  here  copy  the  substance  of  the  petitions 
and  the  report,  the  authors  of  which  Mr.  Paine  thought  proper  to  ridi- 
cule, and  to  treat  as  ignorant  men. 

^^  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  March  2l8t,  1785. — ^Petitions  from  a 
considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chester  County  were  read, 
representing  that  the  bank  established  at  Philadelphia  has  fatal  effects 
upon  the  community;  that,  whilst  men  are  enabled,  by  means  of  the 
bank,  to  receive  near  three  times  the  rate  of  common  interest,  and  at  the 
same  time  receive  their  money  at  very  short  warning,  whenever  they 
have  occasion  for  it,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  husbandman  or  mecha- 
nic to  borrow  on  the  former  terms  of  legal  interest  and  distant  payments 
of  the  principal ;  that  the  best  security  will  not  enable  the  person  to 
borrow;  that  experience  clearly  demonstrates  the  mischievous  couse* 
quences  of  this  institution ;  that  impostors  have  been  enabled  to  support 
themselves  in  a  fictitious  credit,  by  means  of  a  temporary  punctuality  at 
the  bank,  until  they  have  drawn  in  their  honest  neighbours  to  trust  them 
with  their  property,  or  to  pledge  their  credit  as  sureties,  and  have  beea 
finally  involved  in  ruin  and  distress;  that  they  have  repeatedly  i^eeo 
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stopping  of  discounts  at  the  bank  operate  on  the  trading  part  of  the  com- 
munity with  a  degree  of  violence  scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  a  stagnation 
of  the  blood  in  the  human  body,  hurrying  the  wretched  merchant  who  hath 
debts  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  gri]^ing  usurers ;  that  the  directors  of  the 
bank  may  give  such  preference  in  trade,  by  advances  of  moiiey,  to  their 
particular  favourites,  as  to  destroy  that  equality  which  ought  to  prevail 
in  a  commercial  country ;  that  paper-money  has  often  proved  beneficial 
to  the'  State,  but  the  bank  forbids  it,  and  the  people  must  acquiesce. 
Therefore,  and  in  order  to  restore  public  confidence  and  private  security, 
they  pray  that  a  bill  may  be  brought  in  and  passed  into  a  law  for  repeal- 
ing the  law  for  incorporating  the  bank." 

"  March  28th. — ^The  report  of  the  committee,  read  March  25th,  on 
the  petitions  from  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Berks,  and  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  act  of  the  Assembly,  whereby  the 
bank  was  established  at  Philadelphia,  may  be  repealed,  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  as  follows,  viz. : — 

*•  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  concerning  the 
bank  established  at  Philadelphia,  and  who  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  the  said  bank  be  compatible  with  the  public  safety  and  that 
equality  which  ought  ever  to  prevail  between  the  individuals  of  a  re- 
public, beg  leave  to  report  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that 
the  said  bank,  as  at  present  established,  is  in  every  view  incompatible 
with  the  public  safety ;  that,  in  the  present  state  of  our  trade,  the  said 
bank  has  a  direct  tendency  to  banish  a  great  part  of  the  specie  from  the 
country,  so  as  to  produce  a  scarcity  of  money,  and  to  collect  into  the 
hands  of  the  stockholders  x)f  the  said  bank  almost  the  whole  of  the 
money  which  remains  among  us ;  that  the  accumulation  of  enormous 
wealth  into  the  hands  of  a  society  who  claim  perpetual  duration  will 
necessarily  produce  a  degree  of  influence  and  power  which  cannot  be 
intrusted  in  the  hands  of  any  set  of  men  whatsoever,  without  endangering 
the  public  safety ;  that  the  said  bank,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  is  emr 
powered  to  hold  estates  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and,  by 
the' tenor  of  the  present  charter,  is  to  exist  for  ever,  without  being  obliged 
to  yield  any  emoluments  to  the  government  or  to  be  at  all  dependent 
upon  it ;  that  the  great  profits  of  that  bank,  which  will  daily  increase 
as  money  grows  scarce,  and  which  already  far  exceed  the  profits  of 
European  banks,  have  tempted  foreigners  to  vest  their  money  in  this 
bank,  and  thus  to  draw  from  us  large  sums  for  interest. 

**  The  foreigners  will  doubtless  be  more  and  more  induced  to  become 
stockholders  imtil  the  time  may  arrive  wheii  the  enormous  engine  of 
power  may  become  subject  to  foreign  influence ;  this  country  may  be 
agitated  with  the  politics  of  European  courts,  and  the  good  people  of 
America  reduced  once  more  into  a  state  of  subordination  and  depend- 
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ence  upon  some  one  or  other  of  the  European  powers.  That,  at  best,  if 
it  were  even  confined  to  the  hands  of  Americans,  it  would  be  totally  de- 
structiye  of  that  equality  which  ought  to  prevail  in  a  republic.  We  have 
nothing  in  our  free  and  equal  government  capable  of  balancing  the  in^ 
fluence which  this  bank  must  create;  and  we  see  nothing  which,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  can  prevent  the  directCMv  of  the  bank  from  govern- 
ing Pennsylvania.  Already  we  have  felt  its  influence  indirectly  inter- 
fering in  the  measures  of  the  legislature.  Already  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, the  representatives  of  the  people,  have  been  threatened  that  the 
credit  of  our  paper  currency  will  be  blasted  by  the  bank ;  and,  if  this 
growing  evil  continues,  we  fear  the  time  is  not  very  distant  when  the  bank 
will  be  able  to  dictate  to  the  legislature  what  laws  to  pass  and  what  to 
forbear. 

'*  Your  committee  therefore  beg  leave  further  to  report  the  following 
resolution  to  be  adopted  by  the  house,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  Istday  of  April,  1*782,  entitled  *  An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  North  America :'  and  also 
to  repeal  one  other  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  18th  of  March,  1*782, 
entitled  *  An  Act  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
common  seal,  bank-bills,  and  bank-notes  of  the  president,  directors,  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  North  America,  and  iar  the  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned.' '' 

You  will  not  understand  what  is  here  meant  by  paper  money  having 
often  proved  beneficial  to  Ae  State^  and  that  the  credit  of  their  paper- 
currency  was  threatened  to  be  blasted  by  the  bank. 

I  must  therefore  inform  you  that,  before  this  bank  was  chartered,  the 
government,  when  it  wanted  money,  used  to  do  as  an  individual  would 
do  in  similar  cases ;  that  is,  give  its  note,  to  be  paid  at  a  future  day. 
This  sort  of  government-money  was  paid  from  one  to  the  other,  and 
which,  together  with  the  specie,  formed  the  currency  of  the  country.  No 
8ort  of  paper*money,  used  as  a  circulating  medium,  will  ever  meet  my 
approbation ;  but,  if  there  was  any  profit  in  the  using  the  notes,  the 
people  all  shared  it ;  and  was  it  not  more  rational  to  make  their  own 
money  out  of  nothing  than  to  privilege  individuals,  foreigners  or  natives^ 
to  do  it  for  them,  and  to  charge  them  six  per  cent,  per  annum  ?  No,  it 
seems  at  that  early  stage  of  their  villany  the  bankers  defied  ihe  laWy 
and  charged  *'  three  times  as  much  as  the  law  allowed  them.''  These 
fellows  have  enjoyed  this  monstrous  privilege  ever  since,  except  a  year  or 
so,  at  the  time  their  "  vested  right,"  which  was  to  endure  **  for  ever,** 
was,  nevertheless,  quashed,  and  made  of  none  effect,  as  if  it  never  had 
beeUf  Put,  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Faine^  it  was,  as  the  charter  has  it,  re- 
vived, thftt  is,  brought  to  life  by  galvanism,  or  some  such  thing.   Th^ 
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killing  of  it,  however,  bIiows  us  what  was  the  o]^ion  in  those  days  of  the 
new  species  oi  *^  vested  rights ;"  and  formed,  as  the  hank  lawyers  would 
say,  if  it  suited  their  purpose  to  do  so,  a  precedent  to  show  «s,  if  we  are 
so  ignorant  as  to  want  showing,  how  ihe  whole  litter  may  he  destroyed. 
It  should  he  partieularly  noticed,  that  the  hanking  company  did  not  con- 
test the  question,  in  law  or  equity,  respeeting  their  "  vested  right"  in  the 
diarter ;  they,  like  Falstaff,  considered  the  better  part  of  valour  is  dis- 
cretion, so  they  quietly  submitted  to  their  i^vereigns '  will ;  and  the  very 
next  year,  hy  means  that  needs  no  namii^,  obtained  another  charter  ; 
they  call  it  the  old  one  *^  revived  ;^  hut  that's  a  fib,  a  mere  hoax  to  guU 
the  credulous ;  the  first  was  to  last  for  ever ! !  and  the  second  ibr  four- 
teen yean  only;  besides,  it  states,  within  itself»  that  it  was  made  to  be 
less  objectionable  to  the  people  than  was  the  ftnner  one. 

I  have  now  explained  to  you  the  sort  of  paper-money  alluded  to  bj- 
the  petitioners ;  and  all  the  rest  'that  you  read  in  the  petitions  or  in  the 
reports  you  will  understand,  and  be  surprised  at  the  enact  correctness  of 
the  things  therein  predicted,  and  at  the  wonderfttl  ignorance  or  viUany 
of  the  author  of  Common  Sskss,  who  could  not  or  would  not  see  the 
contrivances  by  which  these  banks  would  rob  us.  In  answer  to  the  com- 
mittee, who  state  *^  that  the  bank  would  collect  into  the  hands  of  the  stock- 
hoMers  almost  the  whole  of  Ihe  money,"  he  says,  '*  How,  or  by  what 
means  the  bank  is  to  accomplish  this  wonderful  feat,  the  oommittee  have 
not  informed  us*  Whether  people  are  to  give  their  money  to  the  bank  for 
nothing,  or  whether  the  bank  is  to  charm  it  firom  them  as  a  rattle-snake 
charms  a  squrrel  from  a  tree."  If  he  were  among  us  now  he  would  he 
at  no  loss  for  thjs  information.  The  expos6  of  the  ^  LumbenaMui's 
bank,'*  the  *<  FrankUn  bank,"  and  a  host  of  others  that  are,  or  soon  will 
be,  shown  np,  would,  if  he  was  as  blind  as  a  bat,  open  his  eyes  as  to  the 
means.  Really  this  pamphlet  wouU  not  be  worth  a  moment's  consider- 
ation had  it  not  been  written  by  a  man  that  made  such  a  noise  in  the 
wofid.  See  how  superior  to  Paine's  was  the  judgment  of  the  people  ge- 
nerally of  Pennsylvania :  at  that  time  they  said,  *^  We  see  nothing  which, 
IB  the  course  of  a  few  years,  can  prevent  the  directors  of  the  bank  fixim 
governing  Pennsylvania.^'  The  banks  now  govern  Pennsylvania,  and 
have  done  fbv  some  years  to  aU  intents  and  purposes ;  that  there  can  be 
no  question  about.  The  committee  appointed  in  1820  by  the  senate  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  distressed  state  of  the 
eommoHwealth,  reported  that  it  was  the  banking  system,  and  traced  the 
evils  from  that  very  bank.  But,  to  go  on  with  the  pamphlet,  we  are 
asked,  **  Is  it  possible  the  committee  should  know  so  very  little  of  the 
matter  as  not  to  know  that  po  part  of  the  money,  \vhich  at  any  time  may 
be  in  the  bank,  belonging  to  the  stockholders,  sot  even  the  (Hriginal 
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capital  which  they  put  in,  is  «ny  part  of  it  their  owtt,  HatU  every  person 
who  has  a  demand  upon  the  hank  is  paid,  and,  if  there. is  not  a  sufficiency 
for  this,  purpose  on  the  luilance  of  loss  and  gain,  the  origiiuil  money  of 
the  stockholders  must  make  up  the  deficiency. 

'*  The  money,  which  at  any  tame  may  be  in  the  bank,  is  the  property 
of  every  man  who  holds  a  bank-note,  or  deposits  cash  there,  or  who  has  a 
just  demand  upon  it  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  up  to  Fort  Pitt,  or  to 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  and  he  can  draw  the  money  fnwi  it  when 
he  pleases ;  its  being  in  the  bank  does  not  in  the  least  make  it  the  pro^ 
perty  of  the  stockholders :  they  are  only  stewards  over  it  for  those  who 
please  to  put  it  or  let  it  remain  there,  and  therefore  the  second  part  ^ 
the  assertion  is  somewhat  ridiculous  :"  to  wit,  that  the  bankers  would 
collect  into  their  hands  almost  the  whole  of  the  money  which  remains 
among  us. 

No,  no,  Mr.  Paine ;  the  committee  knew  very  well  that  the  people's 
money  did  not  belong  to  the  stockholders ;  but  they  knew  as  well  that, 
in  case  of  a  failure,  the  money  would  all  vanish  away  and  be  no  more  aeen 
by  those  to  whom  it  did  belong.  *'  The  bank-note  holders  and  deposit* 
ors  have  just  demands  on  the  bank'' — wonderful  information  I  \  I  Yes  ; 
and,  if  I  demand  a  return  of  my  purse  from  a  highwayman,  the  demand 
would  be  just ;  but,  if  he  were  the  strangest,  no  attention,  I  expect^ 
would  be  paid  to  the  demand.  Just  so  it  is  with  these  bankers  ;  go 
you  who  *^  hold  their  notes,"  or  have  with  them  '*  deposited  your  mo* 
ney" — ay,  go  even  to  the  highest  of  them,  to  the  one  that  has, the  irnpa* 
dence  to  caJl  itself  ^^  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and,  though  anr* 
reunded  by  all  that  magnificence  and  grandeur,  the  spoil  of  the  people, 
they  will  refuse  to  pay  you  even  a  cent  of  your  demands ;  and,  if  you  talk 
about  suing  them,  they  will,  with  aU  the  insolence  of  the  highwayman, 
laugh  at  the  idea  of  your  attempting  to  contend  against  thesr  superior 
strength. 

If  Paine  were  now  living  I  would  say  to  him,  *'  Go,  thou  fool,  go  to 
*the  Lumberman's  bank,'  or  indeed  to  any  other  of  the  banks,  and 
see  if  you  can  draw  out  your  money  when  you  please  ?  Go  to  the  bank 
and  talk  of  your  just  demands,  your  deposits  and  the  like;  teU  the 
f^^cera  that  your  money  being  in  their  bank  does  not,  in  the  least,  make 
it  the  property  of  the  stockholders ;  that  they  were  only  stewards  over  ' 
it  while  you  pleased  to  let  it  remain  in  their  hands."  To  which  Mr. 
Paine  would,  I  expect,  get  some  such  an  answer  as  this :  "  Ah !  this 
may  be  all  very  true,  but  we  canU  pay  you,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it.'* 
He  might,  to  be  sure,  demand  a  view  of  the  exposiy  wherein  he  would 
find,  in  addition  to  what  I  stated  in  my  last  letter,  the  following 
account  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post  ;•— 
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The  IkUMBBRMAK's  BAN'S. — A  late  meeting  at  Jamestoirn,  in  this 
State,  passed  resolutioiis  declaring  that  ''frnud,  corruption,  and  peijitry, 
OB  the  part  of  individuals/'  were  the  '*  prominent''  causes  of  its  failure, 
and  the  meeting  found  themselves  called  upon,  *^  hy  the  duty  owed  to 
themselves,  their  country,  and  their  God,  to  condemn  and  expose  so  vile 
an  attempt  to  defraud  and  plunder  the  community  of  their  property  and 
their  rights/' 

The  ciivumstances  leading  to  this  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Jamestown  are  briefly  these,  as  we  gather  from  the  re* 
pdrt  of  the  committee.  Ten  thousand  dollars  of  the  capital  stock  had 
Bevbr  been  paid  in,  and  the  cashier  still  owes  5000  dollars  on  the  stock 
standhigiA  his  name.  With  these  fificts  before  him,  the  president  swore 
^tthe  wb<de  capital  had  been  paid  in,  according  to  the  books  of  the 
bank.  It  appears  also  that  60,000  dollars  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  are 
very  dfubtful — ^that  the  issues  are  345,000  dollars  of  bills — ^the  circula- 
tion 2^0)000  dollars.  Certificates  of  deposit  are  out  to  the  amount  of 
20,000  dollars,  and  the  ddM  due  to  the  Chatauque  County  Bank  is  20,000 
dotiaiB,  making  a  total  liability  of  310,000  dollars. 

Among  the  various  transactions  of  the  bank  which  appear  to  be  irre* 
gular  and  fraudulent,  was  one  in  which  Guy  C.  Irvine  gave  a  mortgage 
without  a  bond  for  200,000  dollars  on  about  forty  thousand  acres  of 
kad  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  cashier  afterwards  gave 
up  the  notes  on  which  this  indebtedness  was  founded,  on  receiving 
Irvine's  check  for  the  amount.  The  mortgage  was  subsequently  re- 
■Guidedy  and  llie  notes  returned. 

Another  charge  made  by  the  meeting  is,  that  a  resolution  of  the  di*- 
leotorSf  authorizing  the  officers  of  the  bank,  or  any  person  acting  as  an 
agent  under  them,  to  take  real  estate  as  security  for  debts  due,  was 
alteied,  so  as  to  read  *^  or  any  ctgent^"**  thereby  authorizing  any  agent  of 
the  bank  to  take  security  on  real  estate* 

In  pursuance  of  this  clandestine  proceeding,  a  director  gave  the  teller 
of  the  bank  a  mortgage  fsr  60,000  dollars  without  a  bond,  on  an  undi- 
vided half  of  sixty  lots  in  Dunkirk  and  other  land  in  that  vicinity — ^the 
ddbt  to  be  payable  in  instalments,  the  last  in  five  years,  and  the  instru- 
sMnt  to-be  foreclosed  according  to  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  It  now 
appears  that  it  could  hot  have  been  foreclosed  in  less  than  one  year  after 
the  payment  became  due,  and  the  director,  on  the  strength  of  the  secu- 
rity, withdrew  a  la^e  amount  of  his  individual  as  well  as  joint  liability 
to  the  bank,  in  notes  of  hand,  &c.,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  teller  ; 
the  ol^er  officers  being  ignorant  of  the  circumstances. 

In  specie  this  bank  had  25  dollars  in  silver  and  100  dollars  in  cent- 
pieces!!! 

Last  December  the  president  or  cashier  made  a  report  to  the  legis- 
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lature  under  oath  that  said  hank  had  270,000  dollan  in  cash  items  on 
hand»  which  included  said  mortgage  of  200,000  dollars. 

A  year  ago  last  fall  a  report  was  made  that  the  hank  had  on  hand 
40»000  dollars  in  specif,  hut  before  the  committee  it  was  not  pretended 
that  they  had  half  that  amount  at  that  time* 

The  author  of  ^  Common  Sense"  repeats,  three  times  in  one  page, 
the  fact,  *'  that  whatever  wealth  there  may  be  in  the  bank,  it  is  the 
property  of  those  who  have  demands  upon  it,  and  not  of  the  atoek- 
holders.  A  mighty  matter  of  importance,  to  be  sure,  when  the  day  of 
exposure  comes,  as  to  who  shall  diyide  the  twenty-five  dollars  in  silver ! 
and  the  hundred  dolUurs  in  cents  ! !  Better  quarrel  no  more  about  it, 
but  give  it  at  once  to  the  poor  of  the  township,  aa  neither  party  oould 
find  a  coin  sufficiently  small  to  divide  the  amount*  and  give  to  eadk 
creditor  a  piece  for  his  share. 

And  here  is  yet  another  Utile  eiapoii^  come  to  hand :— -  ^ 

*'  The  Commonwealth  and  Kilby  Bank  reports  made  to  the  Senate 
yesterday,"  says  the  Boston  Adcocaief  '^  presented  a  rare  specimen  of 
banking  institutions.  The  over  drafts  and  memorandum  eheekci  at  the 
former  were  enormous,  absorbing  the  whole  capital;  and  as  for  the 
latter,  it  appeared  they  never  had  any  capital  to  absorb,  as  4500  shares 
out  of  5000  were  subscribed  for  by  five  persons,  whose  notes  were 
immediately  discounted  for  the  whole  amount,  and  more  reeenUy 
converted  into  East  Boston  bonds  and  notes.*' 

What  a  pity  it  is  that  Mr.  Paine  did  not  live  to  leant  the  means  by 
which  the  bankers  could  get  enormous  sums  of  the  peoj^'s  money  into 
their  hands ! 

The  committee  accused  the  bankers  of  having  baaiahed  a  great  deal 
of  specie,  and  of  having  enormous  sums  still  in  their  hands.  ^  To* 
reconcile  this  contradiction,''  said  Paine,  **  the  committee  should  have 
added  to  their  report  that  they  suspected  the  bank  had  found  out  the 
philosopher's  stone,  and  kept  it  in  secret.'* 

Without  any  kind  of  joking,  one  would  think,  that  they  must  have 
found  out  some  magic  power  to  blunt  the  senses  of  the  community  with, 
or  their  system  never  could  have  thus  succeeded.  The  deeds  of  these 
unequalled  villains  are  suffered  to  go  on,  while  the  purloining  of  an  (M 
coat  or  an  old  hat  from  a  lobby  causes  a  hue^nd-cry  from  one  end  of 
the  city  to  the  other ;  the  eYd-'faithfid  and  evv^waichfiU  press  bids  ua 
to  beware  of  the  scoundrels,  and  recommends  all  vigilance  to  be  used  to 
ferret  out  and  bring  them  to  justice. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  report  which  complains  <*  that  the  bank, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  present  charter,  is  to  exist  for  ever," 
*'  Here,"  says  Mr.  Paine,  *'  I  agree  with  the  committee,  and  am  glad 
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to  find  that  among  such  a  list  of  errors  and  oontradictiona  thtre  is  one 
idea  which  is  not  wrong,  although  the  committee  have  made  a  wrong 
use  of  it. 

**  As  we  are  not  to  live  for  ever  ourselves,  and  other  generations  are 
to  follow  us,  we  have  neither  the  power  nor  the  right  to  govern  them, 
nor  to  say  how  they  shall  gonjem  themselves.  It  is  the  summit  of 
human  vanity,  and  shows  a  covetousness  of  power  beyond  the  grave,  to 
be  dictating  to  the  world  to  come.  It  is  sufficient  that  we  do  that 
which  is  right  in  our  own  day,  and  leave  them  with  the  advantage  of 
good  examples. 

"  As  the  generations  of  the  world  are  every  day  both  commencing  and 
expiring,  therefore,  when  any  public  act  of  this  sort  is  done,  it  natu- 
raUy  supposes  the  age  of  that  generation  to  be  then  beginning ;  and  the 
time  contained  between  coming  of  age  and  the  natural  end  of  life  is  the 
extent  o^  time  it  has  a  right  to  go  to,  which  may  be  about  thirty  years ; 
for,  though  many  may  die  before,  others  will  live  beyond ;  and  the  mean 
is  equally  fair  for  all  generations." 

This  I  consider  to  be  the  most  absurd  doctrine  that  can  be  put  forth. 
Jefferson  used  frequently  to  be  bewildering  liimself  about  the  natural 
end  of  life.  Sometimes  it  was  one  thing  and  sometimes  another; 
one  time  he  had  it  up  as  high  as  thirty-four  years,  but,  at  last,  he  left 
it  at  nineteen  years.  The  fact  is,  these  men  seeing  that  the  government 
to  which  they  belonged  had  contracted  and  were  then  contracting  debts 
andgcanttng  charters,  that  is,  oppressing  the  people,  they  puzaled  their 
heads  to  find  some  sort  of  a  justification  for  such  conduct.  A  just 
government  would  never  contract  debts  beyond  the  amount  that  was  in, 
or  due  to  the  tieaaury  j  this  it  would  have  a  right  to  do,  but  no  further. 
**  1  hold  it,"  says  Mr.  Calhoun,  ^'  an  unquestionable  principle,  that  the 
govenmient  has  no  right  to  take  a  cent  from  the  people  beyond  what  is 
necessary  to  meet  its  legitimate  and  constitutional  wants ;  to  take  more, 
intentionally,  would  be  robbery."  Nor  should  it  grant'charters  or  favours 
of  any  kind  whatever.  The  business  of  government  is  to  take  care  that 
we  hve  peaceably,  and  hurt  not  one  another, — to  look  after  foreign 
natiofls,  and  see  that  they  do  not  impose  upon  ua,  or  prepare  for  war 
against  us  without  our  knowledge.  When  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
piepaie  for  defending  ourselves,  it  is  the  duty  of  our  goverument  to 
infiarm  us  of  it,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  find  men  and  money,  even  if  it 
should  require  every  man  and  every  dollar  we  have.  We  should  then 
take  care  how  we  entered  into  a  war ;  but,  being  in,  ^  we  should  bear  it, 
and  make  our  opposers  beware  of  us.'  See  how  the  brave  and  noble 
Indians  fight,  I  read  in  this  very  day's  paper  that  there  are  700  of 
them  dfifendipg  their  country  against  10,000  Americans,  and  that  they 
cannot  be  subdued.    Yet  they  never  contract  public  debts  to  carry  on 
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their  wan ;  each  brings,  and,  if  it  be  necessar}-,  sacrifices  all  he  has, 
and  lays  down  his  life  for  the*  defence  of  his  home.  One  half  of  us 
hail  a  war  with  delight,  because  plenty  of  money  will  be  borrowed  and 
squandered  among  us,  leaving  the  children  and  the  unborn  to  pay  and 
to  suffer  the  consequences.  Paine  says,  though  he  contradicts  himsel. 
in  almost  every  paragraph,  but  in  this  he  is  right,  *  that  generations 
are  every  day  both  commencing  and  expiring.*  This,  I  say,  is  true, 
and  all  the  rest  about  the  age  of  generations  is  resorted  to  only  to  recon- 
cile to  us  the  villanies  of  democratic  or  rather  demagogue  governments* 
and  to  sanction  their  '  right '  to  do  wrong  and  plunder  the  people  in 
various  ways. 

In  his  defence  of  the  bank  charter  against  repeal,  he  says  that, 
"  When  we  violate  a  charter,  we  assume  a  right  that  belongs  to  the 
next  generation."  ..."  We,  who  made  it,"  says  he,  "  have  not  that 
right."  Well,  what  does  the  man  mean  by  the  next  generation  *?  Does 
he  mean  according  to  Jefferson's  first  standard,  thirty-four  years,  of 
his  last,  nineteen  years,  or  to  some  other  of  his  intermediate  standards  ? 
or  does  he  mean  according  to  his  own  definition  of  the  matter — ^to  wit, 
one  day  ?  What  nonsense  this  man  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  in 
defending  this  charter !  If  the  people  repealed  it,  it  was  an  unjustifiable 
act  and  a  violation  on  their  part.  That  it  might,  however,  be  done  by 
the  next  generation,  which,  before,  he  told  us  would  commence  the  Very 
next  day :  and  if  he  had  said  the  next  moment  he  would  have  been  near 
the  fact,  though  still  not  correct,  for  since  Adam  we  hear  of  no  beginning 
or  ending  in  these  matters.  We  speak  of  generations,  and  so  do  the 
Scriptures,  but  it  is  only  figuratively. 

I  remember  seeing,  at  the  fairs,  among  other  wonderiiil  sights,  when 
I  was  a  boy,  a  mill  for  grinding  old  people  young.  There  were  the  old 
ones  going  down  on  one  side  of  the  hopper,  and  the  young  ones  coming 
up  on  the  other.  When  we  had  had  our  penny-worth,  and  the  mill 
stopped,  there  would  be  an  old  one  half  gone  down,  and  a  young  one 
half  come  up ;  so  that  we  could  not  distinguish  a  perfect  generation, 
even  with  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  stop  the  machinery,  a  power 
which  we  do  not  possess  in  the  case  before  us.  Our  machinery  is  like  the 
sun,  "  it  never  tires  nor  stops  to  rest"  "  Man  fleeth  as  it  were  a  shadow, 
and  never  continues  in  one  stay ;  in  the  midst  of  life  he  is  in  death ; 
he  Cometh  up  green  in  the  morning  and  is  cut  down  like  a  flower,  dried 
up  and  withered  before  night."  What  folly,  then,  to  talk  of  one  gene- 
ration having  a  right  to  do  this,  and  another  that ;  of  what  may  be  doiie 
for  thirty- four  years,  nineteen  years,  or  any  other  length  of  time !  What 
is  right  and  just  with  respect  to  generations  to-day  was  the  same 
yesterday,  will  be  the  same  to-morrow  and  for  ever.  But,  since  the 
chartering,  swindling  system  grew  up  among   us,   the   time  of  the 
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"  morbid  and  restless  "  governments  is  wholly  taken  up  in  "legalising 
speculation  on  the  people,"  as  Governor  Wolf  has  it.  Their  vitiated 
anxiety  for  establishiug  corporations  and  conferring  exclusive  privileges 
causes  them  to  be  for  ever  altering  and  amending  their  infernal  schemes ; 
and  they  thus  cheat  us  out  of  our  property  and  our  understanding  also. 

When  I  commenced  examining  this  pamphlet,  I  had  no  idea  of  my 
remarks  extending  thus  far;  but  the  strange  absurdities  and  contra- 
dictions contained  in  it  come  one  after  another  so  rapidly,  that,  long  as 
this  letter  is,  it  is  not  one  half  long  enough  to  notice  the  whole  of  them. 
They  seemed,  however,  absurd  as  they  are,  to  demand  more  attention 
from  me  than  they  would  appear  at  first  sight  to  deserve ;  for  they  are 
the  self-same  doctrines  which  have  been  used  from  the  foundation  of 
democracies  to  the  present  day,  to  delude  the  people  into^  the  belief 
that  they  alone  have  sovereign  power;  or,  in  other  words,  that  they  are 
collectively  and  individually,  "  sovereigns.*'  Every  one  who  has  been 
in  the  United  States  must  be  aware  how  much  these  absurd  and  self- 
contradictory  phrases  are  made  use  of  by  the  designing  demagogues, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  the  usurers  and  their  instruments — corrupt 
mobs — are  in  fact  the  real  governors  of  the  United  Statjes,  if  the  anarchy 
wbich  does  and  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  spring  from  so  foul  a 
source,  can  be  called  a  government  at  all. 

But,  to  return  to  Paine's  defence  of  chartered  banks ;  that  is  to  say, 
of  banks  the  proprietors  of  which  are  not  individually  liable  to  take  up 
their  own  notes,  or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  their  own  debts. 

For  the  writing  of  this  pamphlet,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  the 
authoAwas  paid  by  the  bankers  of  that  day.  They  knew  that  his 
"  G>mmon  Sense"  had  found  its  way  into  every  hut  in  the  country,  and 
tbey  thought  that  anything  further  from  him  would  be  well  received. 
But  the  doctrines  he  used  to  serve  his  employers  were  of  the  most 
extraordinary  kind ;  and  most  extraordinary  it  is  that  the  descendants 
of  those  employers  should  be  so  void  of  understanding  as  to  republish 
a  work  which  shows  clearly  that  their  profession  is  the  basest  of  the 
baae.  One  would  suppose  that  the  bank  used  notliing  but  gold  and 
silver,  when  its  advocate  says  that  *'  the  evils  of  paper  money  have  no 
end;  that  it  is  continually  creating  now  scenes  of  deceit;  that  it 
dissolves  the  band  of  society ;  that  the  suppression  of  it  ought  to  be 
pat  into  the  act  for  preventing  vice  and  immorality ;  that  it  will  banish 
^ecie  till  we  have  none  left ;  that,  of  all  the  various  sorts  of  base 
coin,  paper-money  is  the  basest ;  that  paper-money,  in  any  light  it  can 
be  viewed,  is,  at  best,  a  bubble ;  that  nature  has  provided  materials  for 
money,  gold  and  silver,  and  any  attempt  of  ours  to  rival  her  is  ridicu- 
lous.'' Always  alluding  to  the  State's  paper-money,  and  always  in 
&vour  of  bank*notes,  convertiblci  as  he  said,  into  specie. 
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A  mott  cutiottB  way  this  of  sapporting  paper-motiey  mak^n.  He 
speaks  too  of  tender-laws,  or  laws  to  force  you  to  receiTe  bits  of  paper, 
instead  of  gold  and  silver,  for  money  owing  you ;  and  he  toys  that  the 
punishment  of  any  member  who  moves  for  such  a  law  ought  to  be  death ! ! ! 
Again  he  says  that  no  law  can  warrant  the  doing  of  an  unlawful  act ;  there- 
fore, the  propel*  mode  of  proceeding  would  be,  to  impeach  and  eteeute  any 
member  who  moved  for  and  seconded  such  a  bill ;  that  men  ought  to 
be  made  to  tremble  at  the  idea  of  such  a  barefaced  act  of  injuatiee. 

A  most  curious  way  this  of  supporting  bankers,  whom  we  kndw  in 
May  last  forced  upon  us  a  tender;  not  bylaw!  but,  what  is  infimiely 
worse,  in  defiance  of  law ;  and  the  governor  of  Pennsylvatiia  highly 
approves  of  their  conduct^  and  says  that  *'  the  banks,  (still  suspended) 
have  well  sustained  themselves  through  the  crisis;"  And,  further^  he 
says,  that  '*  the  infliction  of  the  penalty  would  be  productive  of  more 
evil  to  the  community  than  a  continuance  of  the  suspension/'  There 
were  at  least  twenty  thousand  men  met  in  Philadelphia  a  few  days 
after  this  suspension,  or,  to  speak  moire  properly,  after  the  general  cen- 
fiscation  of  the  people's  property  fbr  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
*'  morbid  and  restless  rogues,  who  would  be  impeached  and  executed  if 
justice  were  done :"  these  twenty  thousand  plundered  men  demanded 
justice,  in  words  as  clear  and  as  strong  as  could  be  found  in  the 
English  language.  Yet  this  governor  officially  informs  us  that  our 
conduct  with  respect  to  the  banks  **  is  a  remarkable  instatice  of  the 
virtual  repeal  of  a  general  law  of  the  land,  by  the  expressive  but 
silent  action  of  public  necessity."  If  he  had  said  that  iiiete  is  no  jUs- 
tiee  nor  law  of  the  land,  that  cannot  be  set  aside  by  the  will  ^  the 
bankers,  he  would  have  spoken  the  truth.  It  is  well  known  to  be 
almost  as  much  as  a  man's  life  is  worth,  and  more  than  his  business 
is  worth,  for  him  to  demand  gold  and  silver  either  for  notes^  for  mort* 
gages^  bonds,  or  anything  else. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  a  bank  attorney  before  a  magistrate  had 
the  hardihood  and  impudence  to  threaten  me  with  imprisoilmeiUt  if  I 
dared  again  to  bring  a  suit  against  his  bank  employers  foo*  the  pay- 
ment of  their  notes  in  specie,  they  having  stuck  up  in  their  bank  a 
notice  that  no  more  specie  would  there  be  paid^  and  that  notice^  he 
said^  was  alUsUfficient. 

There  is  scarcely  another  man  but  myself  in  this  community^  aggrieved 
as  they  are,  that  stands  firmly  against  these  insolent  tyrants.  Surely, 
**  Gk)d,  has  delivered  us  to  the  ungodly,  aaid  turned  us  over  into  fiie 
hands  of  the  wicked." 

Paine  pretetided  to  think  that  the  bank  waft  '*  an  institutiton  capable 
of  being  made  exceedingly  beneficial because  its  notes  Vere  pro- 
missory notes,  payable  on  demand,  and  might  be  taken  ti$  the  bank 
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imd  exchanged  for  gold  or  tiWer^  wilihout  the   least  eeremody  ot 
difficulty." 

As  to  the  ceremotiy»  it  ie  now  indeicribable ;  a  further  account  of 
which  I  hare  given  in  another  letter.  If  your  note  be  for  five 
dollars,  and  the  bank  has  got  as  much  in  its  vaults,  by  giving  it  as 
a  fee  to  a  lawyer  you  may  perhaps  recover  it  |  after  half  a  dozen  hearings 
before  a  magialrate,  and  after  having  been  abused  by  a  bank  lawyer, 
and  called  everything  that  the  vile  slanderer  can  rake  together — after 
this  and  a  thousand  other  '*  ceremonieS)"  if  you  can  find  a  magistrate 
that  is  not  lost  to  ail  shame,  and  if  your  note  be  for  five  dollars,  mind, 
you  may  get  it ;  but,  if  it  be  for  above  five  dollars,  then  there  is  no  hope 
whatever.  A  friend  of  mine,  a  poor  man,  sued  the  United  States  Bank 
in  May  last,  for  the  payment  of  a  ten-dollar  note.  He  got  judgment 
against  the  bankers ;  but  they  carried  it  to  a  higher  court ! !  where 
it  now  remains,  and  the  man's  lawyer  tells  him  that  they  can  keep  it 
there  as  long  as  they  please.  So  that  he  has  been  deprived  of  the  use 
of  his  ten  dollars  for  nine  months  already,  and  has  his  own  lawyer  to 
pay  besides,  together  with  loss  of  time,  and  so  on.  These,  are  only  a 
part  of  the  ceremonies  and  difficulties,  as  I  have  already  shown. 
You  are,  no  doubt,  as  much  surprised  at  the  ignorance  of  Paine,  in 
relation  to  banks,  as  he  affected  to  be  at  the  ignorance  of  the  committee 
when  they  foretold  all  these  things.  You  use  his  language,  and  ask 
if  it  is  possible  for  that  man  to  have  been  so  ignorant  as  not  to  have 
known  that  that  bank  was  conceived  in  sin  ;  and  that,  if  it  were  not 
killed  in  its  infancy,  it  would  cover  the  face  of  the  country  with  evil  ? 
So  prolific  are  banks,  that  in  fifty  years  they  have  increased  from  one 
to  one  thousand ! !  besides  the  myriads  of  shin-plaster  shops,  a  sort  of 
bastard  litter,  and  of  the  corporations  of  every  kind— all  the  lineal 
descendants  of  that  bank  which  was  so  highly  approved  of  by  this 
author  of  *'  Common  Sense,"  of  *'The  Rights  of  Man,"  and,  above  all 
things,  **  The  Age  of  Reason." 

I  remain  yours  most  respectfully, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 

P.S.  You  will  notice  that  Paine  says,  that  the  legislators  cannot 
break  contracts  made  by  former  legislators ;  but,  when  it  serves  his 
purpose  to  do  so,  he  tells  us  ^*  that  no  assembly  can  even  engage  that 
the  next  assembly  shall  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  taxes ! ! " 
What  will  our  city  and  country  authorites  think  of  this  ?  They,  who 
are  possessed  of  inferior  powers,  have  engaged  that  their  unlawful  emis^ 
sion  of,  perhaps,  a  million  of  dollars,  for  sums,  some  of  them  as  low  as 
five-cent  notes,  shall  be  redeemed  by  their  successors  ! ! ! — And  this 
pestilential  rubbish,  the  sight  of  which,  the  touch  of  which,  nor  the 
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smell  of  which,  cannot  be  endured  by  a  decent  person,  is  to  be  held 
by  us,  according  to  Paine,  by  the  dignified  title  of ''  hostage ! ! "  until 
exchanged  for  hard  money.  How  long  it  will  be  before  it  is  ransomed, 
and  restored  to  the  embraces  of  its  unhappy  progenitors,  no  one  seems 
to  have  the  least  idea. 

He  recommends  the  combining  the  security  of  the  government  and 
the  bank  into  one,  and  says  the  bank-notes  would  then  be  doubly 
secured ;  though  before  he  told  us  ^*  that  one  assembly  cannot  even 
engage  that  the  next  assetnbly  shall  receive  its  notes  in  payment 
of  taxes!!"  If  such  a  union  would  double  the  security,  the  aingle 
security  must  have  been  of  a  very  flimsy  nature. 

T.B. 
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ON  THE  CHARACTER  OF  STEPHEN  GIRARD,  THE  BANKER — ^TRE  MISAPPRO- 
PRIATION OF  HIS  MUNIFICENT  CHARITABLE  BEQUESTS — CHARACTER 
OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICANS. 

To  Thomas  Brothers^s  Sons. 

Mt  DSA«  BoTs,  Philadelphia^  May  25,  1838. 

Yoo  venember,  when  you  were  little  boys,  seeing  an  ill-favoured  old 
man,  with  only  one  eye,  in  an  old  gig,  drawn  by  an  old  grey  horse,  pass 
by  our  door  two  or  three  times  every  day.  The  boys,  you  know,  used 
to  halloo  after  hinii  and  in  derision  call  him  '*  Old  Uncle  Steve ;"  that 
man  was  Stephen  Girard,  the  great  banker,  and  now  the  subject  of 
these  remarks,  who  amassed,  nobody  exactly  knows  how,  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  has  left  for  the  support  of  orphans. 

His  life  has  been  written  by  one  of  his  clerks,  whose  father  was  the 
cashier  of  his  bank. 

The  writer  endeavours  to  make  the  character  of  the  creature  as  little 
objectionable  as  possible,  and  says,  in  his  prefece,  that  he  has  occasionally 
softened  or  suppressed  the  truth.  If  he  had  told  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  (notwithstanding  his  will)  it  would 
have  been  found  that  such  a  lump  of  iniquity  had  never  before  been 
moulded  into  the  human  shape.  But  the  mouths  of  the  **  authori- 
ties" were  watering  at  the  luscious  picking  that  they  saw  before  them ; 
and  they,  grateful  souls !  made  it  the  interest  of  the  newspaper-press 
to  speak  well  of  their  benefactor :  by  this  means  thousands  were  got 
together  to  mourn  /  /  at  liis  funeral.  At  that  time  the  truth  would 
have  been  unpopular ;  and  popularity  is  with  us  always  the  first  and 
the  only  thing  to  be  considered.  How  often  we  hear  men  of  the  first 
standing  in  society  agree  that  a  measure  is  right,  just,  and  founded 
in  truth ;  but,  say  they,  it  is  unpopular,  and  therefore  must  not  be 
advocated !  Similar  opinions,  beyond  all  doubt,  guided  the  writer  of 
this  Life  of  Girard.  I  could  tell  strange  and  most  unnatural  stories 
about  the  miser,  were  I  to  make  use  of  verbal  reports,  a  thing  tliat 
you  will  observe  I  never  make  a  point  of  doing ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, always  give  you  chapter  and  verse :  so  that,  if  there  be  any 
errors,  they  belong  to  others  and  not  to  me.  I  shall  therefore,  in  this 
case,  be  satisfied  with  the  information  afforded  me  by  the  biographer,  who 
has  been  obliged  to  admit  that  all  was  not  as  it  should  be :  he  knew 
that  to  attempt  to  hide  the  whole  of  the  sins  of  the  miser,  would  be  as 
Tidiculoua  as  it  would  be  to  attempt  to  cover  the  sun  with  a  blanket. 
So  he  admitted  a  little  of  that  which  we  all  before  knew.    This  bio- 

I       * 
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graphy  is  a  strange  medley,  as  everything  must  be  that  comes  from 
the  pen  of  a  man  that  dares  not  please  God  for  fear  of  offending  mam- 
mon. 

The  book  itself  would  scarcely  be  worth  noticing,  were  it  not  held  up 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  the  production  of  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary talent,  and  were  not  the  subject  of  it  represented  as  a  bright 
example,  by  which  the  youth  of  the  country  ought  to  direct  their 
steps  in  their  progress  through  life.  This  **  exemplary,  this  illustrious 
individual ! ''  left  an  enormous  sum  of  money  behind  him,  which  he 
principally  bequeathed  to  "  charitable  purposes."  Notwithstaadmg  this 
circumstance,  however,  which,  after  all,  was  only  giving  that  which  he 
could  not  take  away,  I  will  prove  to  you  that  a  more  des]^cable  cha- 
racter never  existed ;  and  having  a  truly  fatherly  affection  for  you,  I 
call  upon  you,  my  dear  sons,  to  shun  the  example  of  such  a  man,  as 
you  would  shun  Satan  himself,  who,  if  he  were  in  person  to  come  here, 
and  put  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  idolizers  of  the  miser  they  would, 
with  all  the  warmth  that  their  cold  souls  possess,  publicly  worship  him 
also,  and  call  ijpon  the  youth  of  their  country  to  listen  to  their  exherta- 
tions*  We  are  told  by  the  idolizers,  that  Philadelphia  is,  in  a  high 
degree,  indebted  to  this  grinding,  avaricious,  miserable,  old  creature, 
for  what  he  has  left  behind :  and 

'' What  has  he  left  behind  ? 

Oh  cursed  lust  of  gold  I  for  thy  sake 

The  fool  threw  up  his  interest  in  both  worlds ; 

First  starved  in  this,  then  damn'd  in  that  to  come.** 

Yet  they  tell  us,  further,  that  the  "  great  globe  itself,  and  all  that  it 
inherits,"  will  eventually  be  benefited  by  this  "  gripus,  the  meanest  of 
mankind,"  who  made,  if  ever  man  did  make,  yellow  dirt  the  passion  of 
his  life." 

I  will  take  from  his  life  a  few  unfavourable  extracts,  after  reading  of 
which  you  will  not  be  able  to  see  the  possibility  of  even  an  American 
writer  being  talented  enough  to  finally  make  this  wretched  miser  and  base 
character  into  a  demi-god  and  a  "ministering  angel."  The  writer  tells  us 
that  •*  sympathy,  feeling,  friendship,  pity,  love,  and  commiseration,  were 
emotions  that  never  ruffled  the  equanimity  of  Girard's  mind  *  •♦  ♦. 
Friends,  relations,  old  companions,  confidental  agents,  or  the  general 
family  of  mankind,  might  sicken  and  die  around  him,  and  he  would 
not  part  with  a  particle  of  his  gold  to  relieve  and  save  one  among  them, 
but  stood  unmoved,  like  the  eternal  statue  of  Death,  with  the  waves  of 
human  misery  beating  at  his  feet.  Misery  and  Want  might  groan  in 
their  humble  cells,  and  the  big  tear  of  woe  blind  the  eye — ^but  he  heard 
and  saw  them  not  when  his  gold  was  asked.  Pity  might  plead,  but 
Ambition  had  left  no  sense  open  to  her  prayers :  his  pity,  his  charity. 
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hit  beneroleiice,  were  all  to  deBcead  to  posterity,  iu  order  that  the  act 
which  relieved  their  want  and  succoured  their  woe  might  at  the  same 
time  consecrate  him  to  fame.  When  he  gave  in  his  life-time,  it  was 
to  public  institutionB,  who  enrolled  his  name  in  letters  of  gold  in  the 
imperishable  catalogue  of  their  benefactors. 

"  *  ^  *  ^  I  am  still  inclined  to  doubt  whether  Stephen  Girard 
ever  felt  llie  force  of  the  feeling,  or  properly  conceived  the  relation, 
which  the  word  friend  expresses.  The  whole  course  of  his  life  refutes 
the  hypothesis  of  his  being  accessible  to  such  an  emotion.  •  *  •  • 
Total  destitution  of  sympathy,  feeling,  and  refinement,  was  peculiar  to 
the  organisation  of  Mr.  Girard.  *  *  •  •  It^was  evident  to  me 
that  he  placed  no  more  estimate  upon  men  than  upon  so  nuiny  ma* 
chines  or  instruments  by  which  to  acquire  money ;  ♦  *  •  ♦ 
to  appeal  to  his  feelings  or  his  sympathies  was  absolute  foUy.  •  «  * 
Great  numbers  thought  they  had  in  Mr.  Girard  a  sincere  friend ;  but 
Mr.'.Girard  knew  no  more  of  what  formed  friendship  between  men  than 
he  did  of  what  constituted  friendship  between  one  bale  of  merchandise 
and  another. 

*****  Girard  was  ambitious  of  riches,  and  every  other 

consideration  faded  away  before  his  eyes  into  indistinct  air. 

*'  Having  nothing  of  the  amiable  feelings  in  his  composition,  he  never 
consulted  the  feelings  of  others,  or  reckoned  hdw  much  he  shocked  their 
sensibility,  so  that  he  gained  their  money  or  saved  himself  from  an 
expenditure.  Every  step  he  made  in  his  life  was  a  sort  of  pitched  battle 
to  conquer  property,  and,  so  that  he  gained  the  victory,  he  cared  v^ 
little  wbo  were  killed  or  wounded. 

******  It  has  been  allied,  against  his  sense  of  gratitude 
as  well  as  charity,  that  he  did  not  bequeath  something  to  the  man  who 
drove  his  chair ;  and  who,  on  more  that  one  occasion,  saved  his  life. 
It  would,  indeed,  have  exhibited  a  most  wonderful  anomaly  of  character 
had  Girard  ever  been  noted  for  gratitude,  or  a  sense  of  service  rendered. 
He,  no  doubt,  included  all  the  benefits  his  coachman  could  possibly  do 
him  in  the  amount  of  his  monthly  wages. 

cc  •     *     «     «     j^  jg  jjQj  gi^jy  ^  vindicate  an  expedient  to  which  he 

resorted  for  profit.  He,  at  one  period  of  his  eventful  life,  sold  salt  by 
die  bushel,  and,  conceiving  that  his  measure  of  half-bushel  was  too  large, 
he  determined  to  regulate  or  re^just  it  himself:  for  this  purpose  he 
took  a  half-gallon  liquid  measure,  and,  repairing  to  the  wharf,  he 
deposited  the  requisite  number  of  gallons  into  his  half-bushel ;  and  then, 
drawing  a  chalk-Une  round  the  water-mark,  he  found  it  was  too  large 
by  an  inch,  or  m<Mfe,  when  he  went  to  a  neighbouring  cooper  s  shop,  and, 
borrowing  a  saw  for  the  purpose,  reduced  the  measure  of  his  half- 
bushel,  accordingly,  to  what  he  conceived  it  ought  to  be.    This  fact 

i2 
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gave  rise  to  the  sayiog  '  that  Mr.  Girard  was  a  just  man,  but  it  was 
accordiog  to  hisotvn  measure  of  justice.'* 

<c  «  *  «  *  j^  ^,j^  evidently  to  this  feature  of  his  character  that 
he  was  largely  indebted  for  his  immense  and  rapid  accumulation  of 
Vealth.  In  all  his  various  attitudes  and  qualifications  of  character,  he 
appeared  in  none  more  extraordinary  than  in  his  address'  and  tact  as  a 
quack-lawyer.  Few  men  would  defeat  or  circumvent  Girard  in  a  law- 
suit ;  and,  of  the  great  number  in  which  he  was  a  party  during  his  life- 
time, he  was  seldom  known  to  be  vanquished ;  and  took  a  peculiar  pride 
in  boasting  himself  the  victor. 

cc  *  *  *  *  j(  ^.|^^  ^Q  doubt,  this  feeling  that  influenced  him  on 
one  occasion,  when  prosecuted  for  the  back  interest  on  funded  debt  of 
the  United  States,  by  certain  subscribers  to  the  national  bank  stock, 
that  he  pleaded  the  statute  of  limitation,  and  by  this  means  coerced  a 
verdict  in  his  favour  for  a  small  amount,  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
equity  and  justice,  which  caused  even  the  court  and  the  bar,  except  his 
own  attorney,  to  feel  a  conscious  suffusion  of  shame. 

««#«**  pj|g  rigour  in  making  conditions  with  his  labourers 
too  often  brought  him  into  petty  legal  conflicts.  *  •  *  Sometimes  he 
has  been  unable  to  procure  mowers  to  cut  his  grass  on  the  low  terms 
that  he  exacted,  when  he  would  sufler  it  to  stand  and  go  to  waste,  or 
turn  it  into  pasture ;  for  when  he  had  once  taken  his  stand  he  never 
yielded. 

*^*  *  *  *  Qn  one  occasion,  a  merchant  had  purchased  a  large 
quantity  of  hemp  of  Girard,  and  sent  a  black  man  to  superintend  the 
weighing  and  loading  of  it.  Girard  was  busy  himself  in  putting  it 
upon  the  scales,  but,  a  great  part  of  it  being  damaged,  the  negro-man 
watched  him  closely,  and,  whenever  Girard  threw  on  a  bad  bundle,  the 
negro  would  carefully  throw  it  off;  but  this  Girard  would  not  submit 
to,  and  would  proceed  to  replace  it,  whilst  the  negro,  in  his  turn,  would 
as  quickly  fling  it  off;  until,  losing  his  patience,  he  commenced  cursing 
the  negro,  and  declared  he  should  not  touch  the  hemp,  at  the  risk  of 
chastisement.  But  Sambo,  nothing  intimidated,  continued  to  look 
fter  his  master's  interest,  and  telling  Girard  that  if  he  ventured  to 
touch  him,  he  would  knock  his  other  eye  out;  Girard  became  pacifiedi 
and,  seeing  the  determined  purpose  of  the  man  not  to  suffer  his  employer 
to  be  wronged,  he  became  reconciled  to  the  negro,  saying,  •  Well,  I 
believe  you  be  one  very  honest  fellow,  but  you  no  be  one  great  judge 
of  hemp.* 

(c  *  «  *  *  On  another  occasion,  when  building  a  large  ship,  he 
arrived  at  the  ship- yard  before  any  of  the  workmen ;  it  was  just  after 
day«break,  and  not  a  living  soul  could  be  seen  stirring  but  this  anxious 
and  indefatigable  man :  he  waited  with  the  utmost  impatience*    At 
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lengthy  }VLsX  as  the  sun  peered  his  golden  head  above  the  horizon,  the 
fihip  carpenters  appeared,  shaking  off  the  drowsy  mantle  of  the  night, 
and,  seizing  their  tools,  were  about  to  proceed  to  work ;  but  Girard,  en- 
raged by  their  tardiness,  broke  out  into  the  most  virulent  abuse  of  the 
men,  until,  at  last,  the  workmen,  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  torrent  of 
his  invective,  gathered  up  their  tools  and  departed,— declaring  they 
never  would  work  for  a  man  who  wanted  to  make  them  slaves,  and  who 
treated  them  as  negroes.  *  *  *  *  It  was  his  practice  to  compel 
all  who  worked  on  his  plantation  to  attend  to  their  labour,  when  so 
required  by  him,  on  the  sabbath-day,  which  by  Mr.  Girard  was  held 
in  no  higher  respect  than  any  other  day  of  the  week.  But,  it  seems, 
one  of  his  workmen,  being  a  pious  and  conscientious  man,  remonstrated 
in  mild  terms  upon  what  he  ventured  to  term  a  sacrilegious  request, 
upon  which  the  temper  of  Girard,  became  highly  excited,  and  venting 
a  volley  of  execration  upon  the  poor  labourer,  he  instantly  discharged 
him  from  lis  employment.'* 

Such  is  the  character  of  Girard  as  painted  by  his  biographer,  Mr. 
Simpson ;  and,  in  every  respect,  a  more  odious  and  horrid  one  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  conceive.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  had  a  single 
redeeming  quality  except  industry,  and  that  was  employed  solely  in  the 
accumulation  of  wealth,  chiefly  by  dishonest  means,  and  in  oppressing 
his  fellow-creatures.  If  every  man's  hand  was  not  against  him,  his 
hand  was  against  every  man.  In  one  word,  his  biographer  has  repre- 
sented him  in  the  preceding  extracts,  which  are  taken  literally  from  his 
Life,  as  a  man  whose  conduct  ought  to  be  avoided  and  detested,  instead 
of  being  held  up  as  an  example  to  be  followed  and  to  be  admired,  aut, 
observe,  my  dear  sons,  what  gross  inconsistencies  are  not  only  put  forth, 
but  immoderately  applauded,  among  a  people  who  worship  wealth,  and 
merely  talk  about  religion,  morality,  and  patriotism.  In  the  preceding 
extracts  the  biographer  has  described  Girard  as  a  man  whose  character 
and  conduct  were  incompatible,  totally  irreconciliable,  with  anything 
like  virtue  or  generous  feeling.  In  one  and  the  same  book,  written  by 
one  and  the  same  author,  this  paragon  of  vice,  this  monster  of  iniquity, 
is  characterized  as  a  being  possessing  the  attributes  of  a  demi-god, 
worthy  of  the  applause  and  admiration  of  mankind  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  Read,  I  pray  you,  the  following  extracts — literal  extracts — from 
Mr.  Simpson's  book,  and  judge  whether  or  not  I  am  right. 

'*  In  the  person  of  Stephen  Girard  we  design  to  trace  the  life  of  a 
republican  citizen,  who,  by  the  active  vigour  of  his  genius,  and  his  own 
unassisted  exertions,  attained  by  honest  means  to  the  possession  of 
minions.  When  even  the  name  of  the  United  States  may  be  forgotten, 
and  humble  and  sedate  Pennsylvania  may  be  merged  in  some  great  and 
magnificent  appellation — when,  in  all  possibility,  our  country  may  be 
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peopled  by  a  nation  now  unknown  among  us — the  mind  is  loet  in  the 
grandeur  of  the  results  which  may  ultimately  crown  with  new  revelutiona 
in  morals,  religion,  and  politics,  the  ordainm^ts  of  the  humble  French- 
man. .  .  .  ,  He  now  lives  to  immortality,  the  first  and  last  of  his  race 
— ^beyond  the  power  of  fortune  to  bring  shame  on  his  escutcheon,  or 
blot  upon  his  name. 

«  «  »  «  ^^  ^^y  challenge  envy  to  exhaust  her  worst  detraction  againat 
the  benevolent  motives  of  that  excellent  and  extraordinary  man.  His 
first  legacy  of  30,000  dollars  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is,  in  itself, 
evidence  conclusive,  if  evidenoQ.  were  wanting,  of  the  humanity  of  his 
heart  and  purity  of  his  feelings. 

cc  «  «  «  Even  the  glory  of  the  Caesars  shall  fade  away  and  be  for- 
gotten, when  the  lustre  of  the  name  of  Stephen  Girard  shall  remain 
undimmed  and  entire. 

^*  Yes,  his  will  speaks  to  us  in  a  noble,  an  exalted,  and  a  sublime 
strain :  efiFiising  the  philosophy  of  Plato,  blended  with  the  lolttBl  admo- 
nitions and  sage  maxims  of  Seneca.  ....  No  man  ever  beforei  perhaps, 
made  a  will  which  affords  so  striking  an  illustration  and  commentary 
on  his  life  as  Stephen  Girard. 

'*  He,  with  the  sagacity  of  the  true  statesman  and  the  benevolence  of 
an  enlightened  lover  of  his  kind,  commenced  the  melioration  of  mankind 
at  the  right  end,  and  flung  into  the  fountain  of  life  the  sweet  infusion 

of  knowledge^  virtue,  industry,  and  temperance He  was  a  good 

citizen  and  an  excellent  neighbour ;  benevolent,  kind,  and  attentive^ 
nursing  those  who  were  aick,  and  becoming  a  father  to  the  fatherless. 

(c|^»  «  Nature  had  evidently  given  him  large  and  warm  afiections;  • .  . 
The  crisis  which  unlocked  the  fingers  of  Girard  from  his  property  near 
his  last  moments  restored  his  heart  to  its  natural  elasticity  of  bene- 
volence :  the  living  springs  of  sympathy  for  his  kind  gushed  forth  afiraahg 
and  the  great  and  good  man  stood  disenthralled  of  the  temporary  omst 
which  the  customs  of  a  hard  and  selfish  world  had  gathered  abmi( 
him. 

M  •  «  •  It  i«  to  be  recorded,  to  the  enduring  credit  of  Stephen  Girard^ 
that  hia  reputation  for  just  dealing  is  as  little  impeached,  and  that  in  the 
least  material  points,  as  that  of  men  who  have  never  experienced  one 
hundredth  part  of  his  temptation — ^whether  we  consider  the  fonse  of  hia 
passions,  naturally  violent,  the  extent  and  duration  of  his  butinesa» 
without  a  parallel,  or  the  frequency  and  tempting  nature  of  his  oppor- 
tunities, perhaps  never  before  equalled. 

*'  The  general  mass  of  mankind  are  perplexed  to  see  tht  greatneaa  of 
Girard.  They  can  see  his  littleness  manifested  in  his  arta  of  getting 
and  saving  money,  but  they  cannot  discern  that  higher  rapge  of  thoiigliti 
which  aicenda  to  the  purest  regions  of  science,  genoralifation,  u4 
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truths   or  the  equally  exalted  and  not  less  salubrious  atmosphere  of 
patriotiam  and  benevolence. 

"  Few  men  made  so  bad  a  first  impression  upon  the  spectator  as 
Stephen  Girard.  His  person  was  altogether  unprepossessing.  His 
humble  and  vulgar  exterior — his  cold,  abstracted,  and  taciturn  habits- 
did  not  fail  to  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  superficial  or  transient  observer, 
who  made  up  his  opinion  through  the  medium  of  the  eye,  a  feeling 
approaching  to  absolute  contempt.  Resembling  a  short  and  square-built 
old  sailor,  his  person  associated  ideas  the  very  opposite  of  everything 
that  tends  to  inspire  respect  or  awaken  your  esteem  towards  the  man 
you  survey.  His  wall-eye,  too,  assisted  to  strengthen  the  prejudice 
that  you  conceived  against  him  at  first  sight,  and  the  contrast  exhibited 
between  his  person,  his  habiliments,  and  his  fortune,  all  contributed  to 
complete  a  picture  of  the  most  unamiable  and  repulsive  kind,  according 
to  the  general  method  of  estimating  men  by  their  outward  trappinga 
and  physical  properties:  the  coarse  texture  and  sober  tints  of  his 
garments^  which  excited  contempt,  afiforded  the  strongest  evidence  of 
his  merit;  and  his  square,  short,  and  unseemly  stature  —  his  large 
feet  and  immense  strides — will  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  shell  of  a 
man  whose  mind  soared  to  the  sublime  magnitude  of  heroic  virtue  and 
conception,  and  will  afford  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  great 
qualities  which  dwelt  within  him. 

<(  «  «  ♦  Most  of  those  in  his  employ  looked  upon  him  as  a  being 
approaching  to  the  gods. 

*****  A  more  orthodox  and  practical  republican  never  lived  than 
Stephen  Girard." 

Is  there  another  man  in  the  world,  except  an  American  biographer^ 
that  would  string  together  and  put  forth  such  a  tissue  of  inconsistencies 
as  the  above  with  an  expectation  that  the  roses  only  would  be  considered  ? 
This  is  a  specimen  of  the  whole ;  the  same  absurdities  are  to  be  found 
firom  the  first  paragraph  to  the  last  of  the  book,  containing  nearly  three 
hundred  pages.  I  give  these  extracts  for  three  reasons:  First,  that 
you  may  know  something  of  the  character  of  Girard.  Second,  that  you 
may  know  something  of  the  character  of  a  Pennsylvanian  writer,  who 
is  here  called,  on  account  of  his  great  talent,  the  *'  American  Cobbett." 
And  third,  that  you  may  know  what  is  required  to  make  up  an  orthodox, 
practieal  republican,  according  to  the  modern  and  much  approved 
standard. 

Here  is  a  monster,  as  described  by  the  biographer,  composed  of  every. 

vile  thing  that  is  revolting  to  human  nature ;  and  yet  he  says,  that  **  a 

more  orthodox  and  practieal  republican  never  lived;"  that,  upon  the 

whole,  Girard  was  "hcmest,  benevolent,  kind,  enlightened,  good,  and 

great;"  and  that  he  died  without  a  spot  ca:  blemish  on  his  name.    No 
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wonder,  if  this  be  a  sample  of  republicanistn,  that  republics  have  not, 
according  to  the  predictions  of  Paine,  *'  expanded  to  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  globe."    Here  is  a  callous- hearted  wretch,  without  a  particle  of 
feeling,  friendship,  pity,  love,  or  commiseration ;  one  who  would  suffer 
relation,  companion,  confidential  agent,  or  no  matter  whom,  to  sicken  and 
die  around  him,  rather  than  part  from  a  grain  of  his  ill-gotten  gold  to 
save  one  among  them.    **  He  would  stand  unmoved,  like  the  eternal  sta- 
tue of  Death,  with  the  waves  of  human  misery  beating  at  his  feet. 
Misery  and  Want  might  groan  in  their  humble  cells,  but  he  heard  and 
saw  them  not  when  his  gold  was  asked.*'  Oh!  for  any  governmenl  rather 
than  republican,  if  this  be  orthodox.     I  do  not  say  that  it  is  so,  bnt 
Mr.  Simpson  says  that  it  is  so ;  and  Mr.  Simpson  is  a  native-bom  repub- 
lican, a  literary  man,  and  a  great  instructor  of  his  fellow^citizens.     If 
he  is  to  be  believed,  then  Pity  may  plead,  but  Ambition  has  left  no 
sense— -in  the  orthodox,   practical  republican — open  to  her  prayers. 
Such  a  republican  knows  not  the  meaning  of  the  word  friend;  the 
whole  course  of  his  life  refutes  the  hypothesis  of  his  being  accessible  to 
such  an  emotion.    Totally  destitute  of  sympathy,  feeling,  and  refine- 
ment, placing  no  more  estimate  upon  men  than  upon  so  many  machines 
or  instruments  by  which  to  acquire  money,  and  all  other  considerations 
faded  away  before  his  eyes.     He  never  consulted  the  feelings  of  others  ; 
80  that  he  could  filch  their  money,  he  cared  not  who  was  killed  or 
wounded.    He  lessened  the  measure,  and  cheated  in  all  manner  of 
ways ;  to  which  he  owed  the  immense  wealth  that  he  possessed.     He 
was  mean  and  griping  in  all  his  contracts,  and  would  make  a  man  work 
harder,  longer,  and  for  less  wages  than  he  ought  to  do,  or  than  he 
would  be  required  to  do  by  any  other  despot.     He  would  force  a  poor 
religious  man  to  work  on  Sunday.     He  resorted  to  the  Statute  of  Limi- 
tation to  avoid  paying  a  just  debt.     In  fact,  he  was  guided  by  the  fear  of 
the  halter  only,  as  to  how  far  he  should  carry  his  villanous  propensities. 
*'  No  good  man/*  Simpson  remarks,  *'  could  have  grown  so  rich,  and  no 
just  man  could  have  died  so  stoically  as  he  did.    However,  a  more 
orthodox  and  practical  republican  never  lived  than  Stephen  Oiiard !  *' 
So  says  Mr.  Simpson ;  and,  if  it  be  true,  then  we  need  no  longer  wonder 
at  the  things  that  have  come  upon  us,  or  that  all  the  world  detest  us  for  onr 
cruelty  in  trafficking  even  in  human  flesh  and  blood,  and  for  our  ava- 
rice  generally,  which  has  led  us,  in  numerous  instances  in  this  city,  to 
tumble  the  bones,  aye,  and  the  flesh  too,  before  they  had  parted,  of  our 
fathers  and  mothers,  relatives  and  friends,  out  of  their  graves,  into  holes 
in  the  highways,  so  that  their  former  resting-place  might  be  converted 
to  the  purposes  of  the  wild  speculators  and  orthodox  republicans.    Wlien 
the  world  comes  to  know  that  this  banker  was  a  **  perfect  model  of  a 
republican/*  they  will  be  no  longer  be  surprised  at  our  barbaroos  pne- 
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tices  to  obtaiD  the  poor  Indians*  lands;  of  our  conduct  in  Texas,  in 
Canada,  and  elsewhere. 

I  had  got  thtts  far  when  your  sister  called  me  to  see  the  sky  lit  up 
by  the  flaioes  from  that  magnificent  building  called  **  The  Pennsylvania 
Hall,"  which  had  been  occupied  the  last  two  or  three  days  by  a  convcn- 
iion  from  the  society  of  ^'  Abolitionists."  The  good  and  orthodox  repub- 
licans, even  t>f  this  religious  city,  are  in  favour  of  negro  slavery ;  and 
tbey  woald  not  suffer  free  discussion  on  the  subject  of  abolition  to  be 
curried  on  among  them.  They  therefore,  about  eight  o'clock  this  even- 
-ingtiibe  I7th,  del.b  irately  set  fire  Co  the  Hall,  and  guarded  it  until  it 
was  burnt  to  tbe  ground ;  intimidating  the  public  authorities  (if  they 
were  not  implicated  in. the  deed)  to  such  a  degree,  that  no  effort  was 
made  to  stay  the  proceedings.  We  are  truly  in  the  midst  of  anarchy, 
and  progressing  fast  towards  scenes  similar  to  those  of  the  former  revo« 
kition  in  France.  The  mob  was  headed  by  a  captain,  who  marched  to 
the  siege  armed  with  a  brace  of  pistols  in  his  belt,  and  a  lighted  torch  in 
his  hand.    This  is  Lynch-law,  now  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ! 

We  have  digressed  a  little,  but  will  now  return  to  the  life  of  the  good 
republican;  who,  it  seems,  married  a  poor  girl,  Polly  Lum,  and  Mr. 
Simpson  says,  **  she  was  endowed  with  charms  that  easily  accounted  for 
the  conquest  she  had  nude.  By  this  union  he  had  one  child,  which 
died  in  infancy ;  and  from  the  fact  of  bis  having,  at  a  late  period,  made 
application  to  the  legislature  of  this  State  for  a  divorce,  it  is  inferred 
that  he  enjoyed  but  little  happiness  or  tranquillity.  *  *  *  *  How  far 
bis  temperament  conduced  to  impair  the  intellect  of  his  wife,  it  is  not 
material  to  inquire;  but  it  appears  that  her  deportment  authorised  her 
confinement  as  a  lunatic ;  for  I  find  that  Mary  Girard  was  admitted  an 
insane  patient  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1190,  in  which  receptacle  she  died  on  the  13th  of  September,  1815, 
having  suffered  confinement  in  that  institution  for  twenty-five  years  and 
one  month !  At  the  request  of  her  husband  she  was  buried  in  the  lawn 
of  the  hospital,  and  her  grave  marked*  only  by  a  simple  mound  of  earth ; 
it  is  carefully  preserved,  and  may  still  be  seen. 

**  Girard  invariably  caused  his  flowers  to  be  taken  to  market  and  sold. 
He  was  sometimes  known  to  invite  gentlemen  to  take  a  ride  to  his  £Einn 
during  tbe  fruit-season,  when  he  would  carefully  conduct  them  to  a  spot 
of  the  strawberry-bed  ^m  which  all  the  finest  fruit  had  been  previously 
gathered  to  send  to  market,  when  he  would  fliug  off  his  coat,  leave  the 
gtotleman  to  bis  fruit,  and  join  his  men  in  the  common  labour  of  the 
ham.  On  one  of  these  occasions  he  happened  to  return  to  his  visitor, 
and,  finding  bim  in  the  midst  of  an  untouched  virgin  bed  of  his  finest 
sirawbemes,  bis  anger  and  astonishment  were  ill  dissembled  by  the 
appaitat  good  natuie  with  which  he  rebuked  him  for  the  liberty  he  had 
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taken,  remarking,  *  I  gave  you  perfnission  only  to  eat  from  that  bed,* 
pointing  with  his  finger  to  the  exhausted  spot.  When  conducting  visit- 
ors or  strangers  through  his  grounds,  he  would  not  pluck  even  an  apple 
to  present  to  them,  though  his  trees  were  bowed  to  the  earth  with  the 
weight  of  the  fruit 

cc «  «  «  «  'piig  f»2j^  0f  ^]|g  garden  at  his  bank  was  allotted  to  the  day 
watchman.  Girard  often  counted  the  fruit,  and  made  the  watchman 
responsible  for  the  number  of  figs,  quinces,  or  peaches.  And,  as  the 
fruit  began  to  ripen,  the  windfalls  were  very  carefully  gathered,  and 
taken  to  his  counting-house  in  the  evening.  I  have  s0en  this  watdiman 
with  two  quinces  and  a  score  of  filberts,  which  he  was  to  deliver  on  paiu 
of  losing  his  place. 

ii «  «  «  «  jf  Qyer  naked  and  ley  ambition  ruled  the  heart  of  a  human 
being,  it  controlled  that  of  Stephen  Girard. 

<««««♦  Had  the  charter  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States  been 
renewed,  as  was  expected  by  him,  the  profits  of  Mr.  Girard  upon  this 
speculation  would  have  amounted  to  a  large  fortune ;  but  we  should  then^ 
perhaps,  never  have  seen  his  bank  established,  or  his  great  character 
fully  developed. 

<c «  «  «  «  ^Q  ^ag  n  strict  disciple  of  the  political  tenets  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  always  arrayed  on  the  side  of  popular  rights  and  free  doc- 
trines ;  himself  a  practical  illustration  of  the  simple  and  republican 
principles  advocated  by  that  eminent  patriot  and  statesman.  *  *  *  He 
was  always  jealous  of  the  power  of  government,  and  inflexibly  devoted 
to  justice  and  law. 

«  «  «  *  It  was  his  act  saved  the  country,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  speculation  that  governed  his  conduct,  and  impelled  him  to  stand  in 
the  breach  between  the  bankruptcy  and  the  credit  of  the  nation,— pos- 
terity will  do  full  justice  to  his  public  services,  during  the  eventful 
struggle  of  1814,  in  extricating  the  republic  from  fiscal  embarrass- 
ment, and  ruin  to  her  credit  and  resources. 

c(«  »  »  Iq  1829  the  credit  of  the  State  was  shaken  from  the  ex- 
tremity to  the  centre,  by  the  ill-judged,  prodigal,  and  improvident  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  in  prosecuting  the  great  system  of  our 
internal  improvement ;  when  bankruptcy  stared  the  commonwealth  in 
the  fuce,  and  embarrassed  every  movement  of  the  government  *  ♦  ♦. 
Mr.  Girard  stepped  forward  and  furnished  from  his  bank  a  loan^  of  oce 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

*****  At  the  period  that  he  made  this  loan,  the  State  was  in  a 
condition  of  bankruptcy,  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
when  he  subscribed  for  the  five-million  loan.  The  last  cent  of  itS; 
credit,  as  well  as  its  resources,  had  been  expended.  The  publie  worka 
stood  still,  the  interest  on  the  State  loan  remained  unpaid,  and  th« 
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itock  h^l  to  a  minimunii  corresponding  to  the  low  ebb  of  our  credit^  and 
the  total  yacancy  of  the  State  treasury. 

<*  It  was  at  such  a  time  that  Girard  sustained  the  public  credit  from 
total  dissolution* 

"  *  *  *  Let  us  suppose  him  to  have  been  a  true  son  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  and  that  he  had  bequeathed  his  fortune  to  the  Pope,  or  for 
the  embellishment  of  the  Vatican,  or  St.  Peter's,  and  what  would  have 
been  our  situation,  even  as  a  nation,  to  have  been  stripped  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  specie,  to  be  shipped  out  of  the  country  within  the  short  space 
of  a  year,  causing  general  bankruptcy  and  impoverishment,  and  leaving 
our  banks  with  scarcely  a  copper  coin,  to  disprove  the  fallacy  of  our 
ficticious  wealth  ? 

"  No  one  will  dispute  his  power,  and  right  to  have  given  what  direct 
tion  he  pleased  to  bis  property.  Had  he  been  so  inclined,  he  •could  have 
made^  it  Ad  bas^  of  an  atistocratic  family^  sufficiently  powerful  to  shake 
the  very  foundation  of  our  republic,  or  to  corrupt  and  pollute  society  to 
the  core," 

Thus  says  the  biographer,  and  at  the  same  time  compares  Girard  tq 
Lord  Bacon,  David  Hume,  Gibbon,  Voltaire,  Helvetius,  CaBsar,  Napoleon, 
Pr.  Johnson,  Byron,  Plato,  Seneca,  Franklin,  Penn,  and  others  that 
we  have  been  taught  to  consider  as  the  greatest  men  of  their  day.  Such 
bombast  does  very  well ;  indeed,  it  is  highly  pleasing  to  the  Americans, 
who  never  think,  compare,  or  look  into  the  evidence  o^a  question.  If 
there  be  in  it  anything  that  flatters  their  senseless  vanity,  they  eagerly 
fasten  upon  it,  and  overlook  all  the  rest.  If  they  were  capable  of  think- 
ings how  miserable  they  would  be  on  learning  from  Mr.  Simpson  that 
their  country  required  such  a  wretch  as  that  *^  to  stand  in  the  breach 
between  the  bankruptcy  and  the  credit  of  the  nation !" — a  man  who 
forty  years  back  had  not  sixpence,  and  came  from  nobody  knows 
where,  **  touching  our  shores  as  a  cabin-boy  :"  he  for  many  years  *'  in- 
habited the  meanest  house  in  Water  Street,"  which  you  know  is  the 
meanest  street  in  the  city.  This  part  of  his  history,  however,  is  no 
disparagement  to  him ;  but  it  is  disparagement  to  the  people,  who  suf- 
fered him  to  carry  on  his  infernal  schemes  until  he  held  the  destiny  of 
the  country  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.  What  a  stupid  set  the  rest  must 
have  been,  who,  prone  themselves,  as  God  knows  they  were,  to  every 
kind  of  trick  and  villany,  should,  nevertheless,  let  this  French  cabin- 
boy  come,  and  shuffle  in  a  manner  so  as  to  draw  to  himself  the  whole 
resourcea  of  the  nation,  and  then  lend  to  the  deluded  a  little  of  their 
own  as  a  sort  of  nest-egg,  to  encourage  them  again  to  lay  in  the  same 

piaee! 

"  Potterity,*'  we  are  told,  "  will  do  full  justice  to  his  public  ser- 
fioei,  in  satiBg  the  country,  in  several  instances,  '*  from  total  disso- 
lotion."      That  at  last,  if  he  had  given  his  money  away  to  other 
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countries,  he  would  have  caused  "  geueral  bankruptcy  **  in  this,  and 
would  not  have  left  even  a  copper  coin  to  disprove  the  fallacy  of  our 
ficticious  wealth.  Yea,  he  would  have  shaken  the  very  foundation  of 
this  republic.  Posterity  can  do  no  justice  to  the  great  banker ;  no  ! 
that  could  only  have  been  done  while  he  lived,  by  putting  him  to  death 
with  a  halter.  Thousands  have  died  in  that  manner,  the  crimes  of 
whom,  all  put  together,  would  not  amount  to  a  hundredth  part  of  those 
of  the  great  banker,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  had  three  millions  and 
a  half  of  loans  (paper  loans)  out,  and  only  about  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars in  specie  in  his  bank !  This  assertion  is  corroborated  by  a  speecli 
of  Mr.  Cope  in  the  State  Convention.  Mr.  C.  says,  speaking  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  credit,  that  '*  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  Stepheii 
Girard's  bank,  of  which  I  was  one,  and  which  meeting  was  held  imme- 
diately after  his  decease,  we  found,  to  our  amazement,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  specie  in  his  bank  was  but  15,6*73  dollars  and  80  cents, 
one-half  of  which  sum  was  in  uncurrent  coin." 

The  paper  he  loaned  at  six  per  cent,  did  not  cost  him  near  so  much, 
each  bit,  as  does  each  of  the  common  gambler's  cards ;  but,  by  the  aid 
of  which,  he  black-legged  the  country  out  of  about  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  per  year !  If,  however,  he  was  guilty  of  what  the  Americana 
call  "  shaving,"  or,  in  other  words,  taking  an  illegal  and  enormous 
rate  of  interest  from  the  necessitous,  and  we  know  he  was  capable  of 
lessening  the  by^hel,  then  indeed  it  is  probable  that,  for  the  latter  years 
of  his  life,  he  realized,  by  banking  alone,  half  a  million  of  dollars 
per  annum ! 

Yet,  when  death  choked  him  off,  instead  of  those  he  had  sucked 
being,  as  one  would  suppose,  relieved,  the  biographer  tells  us  that  they 
were  very  much  '*  embarrassed  and  distressed,"  owing  to  the  precipita- 
tion of  settlement,  or,  in  other  words,  of  closing  up  the  wounds  too  soon, 
after  his  triangular  or  leach-like  mouth  had  let  go. 

"  As  soon  as  his  death  was  known,"  says  his  biographer,  **  the  ships 
in  port  displayed  their  colours  at  half-mast,  and  the  councils  of  the  city, 
being  expressly  convoked  on  the  occasion,  solenmly  decreed  him  public 
honours,  and  voted  him  a  public  funeral.  The  people  were  invited  to 
join  in.  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  their  friend  and  benefactor.  The 
public  authorities  passed  resolutions  to  walk  in  his  funeral  procession, 
and  every  manifestation  of  respect  was  heaped  upon  him  which  it  was 
possible  for  a  grateful  people  to  exhibit  towards  a  public  benefactor. 

«  •  ♦  «  2^Q  man  was  ever  buried  with  such  unanimous  public 
respect. 

«  •  «  •  Thg  public  attention  excited  by  the  death  of  this  extraor^ 
dinary  man  was  not,  however,  of  that  character  which  has  undivided 
esteem  and  respect,  or  general  love  and  admiration,  for  its  basis.    Per- 
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hap8  no  man  who  ever  lived  so  much  divided  public  opinion  as  Stephen 
Girard :  and  the  number  of  those  who  applauded  his  conduct  and 
approved  his  character  was  at  least  equalled  by  those  who  condemned 
the  one^  and  reprobated  the  other.  The  very  fact  that  no  clergyman 
attended  his  fvmeral,  and  no  priest  chanted  over  his  grave,  will  at 
once  account  for  and  corroborate  this  fact. 

«  «    •    «    }]|g  immense  wealth  took  captive  the  wild  imaginations 
of  the  crowd." 

What  volumes  does  this  speak  of  the  corrupt  principles  of  the  repub- 
licans ! .  They  are  ever  ready  to  prostitute  themselves  for  money.  Solomon 
says,  '*  Wealth  maketh  many  friends,  but  the  poor  is  separated  from  his 
neighbour;"  and  *'every  man  is  a  friend  to  him  that  giveth  gifts."  From 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  all  solemnly  decreed  public  honours  to  be 
paid  to  a  body  that  ought,  if  justice  and  equity  had  been  considered,  to 
have  been  thrown  into  a  hole  under  the  gallows :  because  he  gave  back 
to  those  he  had  wronged,  by  every  device,  from  his  wholesale  banking 
scheme  down  to  the  lessening  of  the  public  measure,  until  he  had  re- 
duced the  people  and  the  government  to  the  mercy  of  his  own  talons, 
which  he  used  as  a  cat  does  hers,  when  she  suffers  her  prey  to  escape  for 
a  time,  knowing  that  she  can  again  pounce  upon  it  at  pleasure — ^because 
he  gave  back  that  which  they  might  all  have  ^'  sickened  and  died  for  " 
while  he  lived,  and  not  a  cent  would  he  give  to  save  one  among  them — 
but,  because  he  gave  that  which  he  could  no  longer  keep,  they  honoured 
him  as  if  he  had  been  an  angel  of  light !  instead  of  despising  him  as  an 
imp  of  darkness,  who  had  so  reduced  the  people  ''  that  they  were  afraid 
of  offending  him,  being  desirous  of  his  employment,  and  glad  to  submit 
to  any  rigour  and  exaction  of  conditions  that  he  pleased  to  impose." 
What  a  picture  of  "  the  sovereign  people,*'  and  of  "  exalted  "  despotism 
in  the  banker !  Surely  no  expert  whipper-in  ever  had  his  curs  under 
greater  command.  For  my  own  part,  "  I  would  rather  be  a  dog,  and  bay 
the  moon,"  than  a  republican,  if  I  am  to  live,  and  be  afraid  of  tyrants  like 
this  banker.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  riches,  he  would,  in  a  thousand 
instances,  have  been  handed  over  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  governor  of  the 
Penitentiary,  and  would  have  been  put  into  solitary  confinement  with 
hard  labour.  *'  To  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  moral  recititude,"  says  the 
biographer,  ^  would  be  to  violate  truth,  nor  could  the  averment  be  made 
with  more  propriety  and  truth,  that  he  was  always  just;*'  and  again, — 
*'  It  is  not  easy  to  vindicate  expedients  to  which  he  resorted  for  profit." 
A  vindication,  however,  is  attempted,  and  the  new  era  favoured  its 
success ;  for  every  just  principle  is  now  frowned  down,  and  nothing 
acknowledged  as  worthy  of  consideration  but  expertness  in  thieving 
and  swindling  on  a  large  scale. 
**He  was  just  according  to  his  own  measure  of  justice,"  and  the 
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*'  sovereigns  "  tubmitted  to  his  rigour  and  exaction,  wbile  they  duly 
appoint  a  sleek-looking  fellow  to  parade  die  market,  and  to  pounce  upon 
the  farmer's  wife  who  sha]l  be  found  with  a  lump  of  butter  that, 
from  some  cause,  frequently  unknown  to  herself,  happens  to  be  a  little 
too  light — a  circumstance  deemed  by  the  **  sovereigns*'  to  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  taking  from  her  the  fruits  of  her  industry,  and  of 
blasting  her  reputation,  while  this  great  banker  was  suffered  to  defraud 
indiscriminately  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  and  until  he  had  got  togedier 
ten  millions  of  dollars ! 

To  the  honour,  however,  of  the  clergymen  of  Philadelphia,  of  all 
denominations,  not  one  of  them  attended  Girard^s  funeral.  This  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  clergy  contrasts  well  with  that  of  the  mob  of  money- 
worshippers,  who  degraded  themselves  by  following  the  dead  usurer  to 
his  grave. 

Can  it  be  my  duty,  as  a  father,  to  set  aside  the  precepts  and  examples 
given  to  me  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  and  to  take  up  and  support  such 
horrid  principles  as  these  ?  Shall  I  fall  in  with  the  mean  and  wicked  spirit 
that  now  impudently  stalks  forth  and  assumes  the  mastery ;  giving  tolera- 
tion to  everything  that  is  base,  and  worshipping  nothing  but  wealth? 

The  biographer  says,  that  it  is  to  be  recorded,  to  the  enduring  credit 
of  Girard,  that  he  did  not  rob  more  than  he  did,  considering  die  ex- 
tent and  duration  of  his  business,  and  the  tempting  nature  of  his  oppor- 
tunities. **  Other  men,"  he  says,  with  less  temptation,  **  have  robbed  as 
much  as  Girard,  a  fact  that  is  to  be  recorded  to  his  enduring  credit.** 
So  the  new  era  has  settled  the  question  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
innate  honesty ;  and  that  all  that  can  be  expected  of  the  best  of  us  is, 
that  we  will  not  go  out  of  our  way  to  be  rogues ;  if  temptation  should 
cross  our  path,  that  is  another  matter ;  and  theneto  era  has  none  of  that 
old-fashioned  and  rigid  inflexibility  about  it,  to  require  human  nature  to 
withstand  such  things. 

The  biographer  again  tells  us  that  "  Girard  was  destitute  of  all  the 
feelings  peculiar  to  his  kind,  until  he  was  touched  to  the  quick  by  the 
spear  of  affliction.  His  will,  however,  relieved  him  from  his  load  of 
errors ;  the  people  worship  his  name,  and  will  contiue  to  do  so  until  the 
United  States  shall  be  forgotten  ;*'  an  event,  it  would  seem,  not  altoge- 
ther unlocked  for  by  the  biographer,  for  he  says,  that,  "  in  all  possibility, 
our  country  may,  before  Girard  is  forgotten,  be  peopled  by  a  nation  now 
unknown  among  us." 

When  I  read  that  "  no  man  was  ever  buried  with  such  unanimous 
public  respect,*'  I  began  to  think  that  I  held  opinions  on  that  subject 
peculiar  to  myself;  for,  instead  of  respecting,  I  detested  the  man  and  all 
his  practices  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and  did  not  suffer  one  of  my 
household  to  add  to  the  number  of  the  ignorant  or  the  vile  that  did  what 
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ihtj  called  *^  honour  to  his  remains."  But  I  had  not  proceeded  many 
Hnei  before  I  was  informed  by  the  enlightened  biographer  that  *'  the 
number  of  those  who  applauded  his  conduct  and  approved  his  charact^ 
was  at  least  equalled  by  those  who  condemned  thebne  and  reprobated  the 
othor."  And  again,  he  says  that  Girard  ''  departed  like  a  faithful  steward 
of  the  community,  after  having  settled  his  estate  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties."  Although  he  has  said  that  more  than  half  were  not  satisfied,  and 
that  all  the  clei|;y  were  included  among  the  dissatisfied.  "  The  moment," 
he  adds,  *^  the  true  character  of  his  bequests  were  known,  a  loud  shout  of 
applause  and  admiration  filled  the  public  press,  and  flowed  from  every 
tongue,  succeeded  by  a  profound  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  esteem  for 
the  man,  the  citizen,  and  the  philanthropist."  *  ♦  »  «  Prejudice  con- 
fessed she  had  done  him  injustice,  and  charity  wept  that  she  had  ever 
deemed  hiin  hard  of  heart." 

«  •  ♦  a  Ti^e  ^jii  ^as  more  extensively  difiused  than  any  document  of 
a  similar  character,  not  excepting  the  will  of  George  Washington." 

Now,  having  shown  you,  as  near  as  I  can,  from  his  biography,  what 
sort  of  a  being  this  Girard  was,  how  he  came  here,  what  he  did,  and 
what  he  left  behind  him,  we  will  proceed  to  show  that  the  old  adage — 
rather  vulgar,  to  be  sure,  but  nevertheless  true — ^will,*  in  this  case,  be 
fulfilled  to  the  very  letter ;  to  wit — that  **  What  is  got  over  the  d — ^l*s 
hack  will  be  spent  under  his  belly." 

*'  We  find,"  says  Mr.  Simpson,  speaking  of  the  will,  *'  that  his  admi- 
rable si^acity  had  penetrated  to  every  expedient  that  was  calculated  to 
avert  fraud,  extravagance,  and  speculation." 

M  a  a  a  *  Xq  all  this  we  discern  a  mind  aware  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  trust  he  was  about  to  confide  to  the  city,  his  intense  solicitude  for 
the  accomplishment  of  his  great  plan  of  education,  and  his  apprehension 
as  to  the  possible  misapplication  of  so  vast  an  amount  of  property,  by 
agents  to  be  chosen  by  the  precarious,  uncertain,  and  perhaps  incompe* 
tent  members  of  a  public  corporation,  too  liable  to  be  elected  from  fac- 
tious motives,  and  having  in  general  little  virtue  beyond  the  mere  party 
adhesion  of  the  hour,  and  seldom  a  superfiux  of  talent  for  the  discharge 
of  extra  and  higher  duties." 

What  a  picture  the  biographer  here  gives  of  his  countrymen !  The 
very  best  of  them,  you  see, — the  representatives — those  that  are  selected, 
as  it  were,  from  the  chaff, — ^he  tells  us,  and  tells  us  truly  too,  have  but 
« little  virtue." 

How  little  did  the  testator  know  of  American  politicians,  if  he  for  a 
moment  thought  it  possible  to  prevent  misapplication  of  his  property 
when  handled  by  men  like  these !  He  had  not  been  dead— nay,  I  ques- 
tion whether  he  was  dead  at  all,  when  they  began  to  ransack  his  deeds 
and  mortgagea,  and  to  construe  the  meaning  of  the  will  into  everything 
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tliat  would  put  money  into  their  own  pockets.  One-half,  at  leasti  of  the 
community  were  instantly  and  intensely  engaged  in  devising  plans  to 
get  their  fingers  into  the  pie;  and  one-half  of  that  which  was  set  apart 
for  the  **  poor  orphans*' has  already  found  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the 
politician  and  the  speculator ;  and  the  other  half  is,  and  will  ever  be, 
used  so  as  to  do  a  thousand  times  more  harm  than  good.  I  will  give 
you  an  entire  copy  of  the  will  in  the  Appendix  to  this  letter ;  it  is  worth 
reading  and  worth  preserving,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  what,  in  the  **  new 
era/'  a  miserable  being,  when  possessed  of  cunning,  can  rake  together, 
if  his  days  sre  full  and  his  mind  is  bent  upon  riches. 

Having  read  this  famous  will,  you  will  be  astonished  at  a  man  getting 
such  a  heap  of  money  and  goods  together  in  a  time  so  short  Surely 
this  ought  to  be  enough  to  show  the  dangers  of  banking  with  paper- 
money.  If  the  banker  had  lived  twenty  years  longer  he  might  have 
possessed  the  whole  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  if. he  had,  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  have  been  worse  than  it  is ;  for,  since  he  died,  the  bankers  have 
become  so  numerous,  that  they  actually  possess  this  State,  and  have  put 
every  soul  among  us  under  contribution.  We  cannot  eat,  drink,  or 
have  our  being,  without  paying  a  heavy  tribute  to  these  modern  tyrants* 

This  **  orthodox  republican,"  you  will  observe,  was  the  possessor  of 
slaves,  which  he  had  purchased  as  he  purchased  the  rest  of  his  mer- 
chandize, and  he  left  them  to  his  friend.  Judge  Henry  Bree,  on  condi- 
tion that  Bree  should  keep  them  as  slaves  for  twenty  years,  and  then 
take  them  to  market  like  cattle,  and  sell  them  and  their  increase.  The 
biographer  remarks  that  '*  it  must  be  confessed  there  is  here  a  blemish 
on  his  fame  which  it  is  not  easy  to  obliterate  or  justify,  for  he  could  as 
easily  have  bequeathed  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Judge  Bree,  and 
emancipated  his  slaves  on  the  Louisiana  estate,  as  have  left  them  in  the 
horrors  of  perpetual  boudage."  "  But,"  he  further  says,  "  let  us  not, 
however,  condemn  him  with  bitter  and  unrelenting  severity.  In  the 
multiplicity  of  his  constant  avocations  he  may  have  overlooked  or  forgot- 
ten it."  Indeed!  That  is  strange,  that  so  sublime  and  god-like  a 
character  should  have  found  time  to  dispose  of  them  and  their  '*  increase" 
in  his  last  will  and  testament,  written  after  he  was  **  touched  to  the  quick 
by  the  spear  of  affliction ! "  Strange,  that,  while  he  was  devising  the 
best  means  of  perpetuating  the  horrid  bondage  to  the  *^  increase,"  he 
should  never  have  once,  thought  of  setting  the  captive  free !  However, 
we  ought  not  tu  condemn  him,  but  leave  him  to  that  **  Judge  who  hath  a 
controversy  with  the  nations  and  will  plead  with  all  flesh ;  having  made, 
as  He  saith,  with  one  blood  all  men." 

As  to  the  college,  I  need  make  but  few  remarks  about  it ;  every  man 
that  reads  the  will  will  learn  that  the  testator  intended  it  to  be  a  plaia 
substantial  building,  and  not  a  cent  of  unnecessary  expense  laid  out  in 
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its  erection ;  that  the  scholars  were  to  be  poor  orphan  children ;  that 
they  were  to  he  taught  in  a  manner  suitable  for  boys  who  are  expected 
to  work  for  their  bread.  But,  on  laying  the  comer-stone  of  the  said  col- 
lege, or  school,  Nicholas  Biddle,  king  of  the  bankers,  and  chairman  of 
the  trustees  of  the  legacy  to  the  orphans,  thought  proper  to  put  a  differ- 
ent construction  on  these  matters,  as  you  will  see  by  reading  his  address  on 
the  occasion ;  which  address  I  have  given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  letter. 
There  is  in  this  address  a  great  deal  of  senseless  and  unintelligible  talk ; 
but  that  we  will  pass,  and  speak  only  of  the  roguish  part,  or  part  that 
laid  the  comer-stone  of  the  system  of  robbing  that  is  for  ever  to  be  prac- 
tised upon  the  poor  orphans.  Not  satisfied  with  laying  the  comer- 
stone  of  the  building,  he  and  they  must  also  lay  the  comer^stone  of 
their  corrupt  and  wicked  designs ;  and  they  progressed  in  their  iniquity 
more  in  that  one  day  than  the  people  of  any  other  country  would  have  done 
in  five  hundred  years.  I  am  aware  that  legacies,  left  in  trust  to  the  poor, 
are  almost  everywhere  invariably  abused;  but  I  say  again,  that  it  would 
take  five  hundred  years,  in  any  of  the  old  coimtries,  to  do  as  much  in 
such  a  case  as  these  orthodox  republicans  did  in  that  single  day. 

See  with  what  eagerness  the  chairman  and  orator  fastened  upon  that 
part  of  the  old  usurer's  will,  which  is  in  parentheses,  and  which  says-* 
(^*  I  do  not  forbid,  but  I  do  not  recommend  the  Greek  and  Latin  lan- 
guages"). **  This  excludes  nothing,"  says  the  king  of  the  bankers;  '^  nay, 
he  adds,  *'  it  embraces  everything  necessary  to  form  a  well-educated  man. 
And  then  he  says,  that  '*  with  the  blessings  of  God,  so  it  shall  be.  There 
shall  be  collected  within  these  walls  all  that  the  knowledge  and  research 
of  man  have  accumulated  to  enlighten  and  improve  the  minds  of  youth :'' 
and  now  let  us  see  what  kind  of  youths  the  bankers  intend,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  to  so  much  enlighten.  The  will  says  "  poor  orphans ;" 
but  the  trustee,  on  the  threshold  of  his  trust,  says,  that  those  who  suppose 
such  a  thing  will  be  much  mistaken. 

"They  will  much  err," he  says,  "  who, comparing  this  institution  with 
any  ordinary  standard,  regard  it  as  an  almshouse,  or  a  poorhouse,  in 
which  a  certain  number  of  pauper  boys,  housed  together,  to  be  kept  from 
harm,  are  to  receive  some  hasty  rudiments  of  instruction,  and  then  to 
be  thrust  out  on  the  world  to  make  way  for  a  similar  swarm  of  unfortu- 
nate children.  By  no  means, — the  comprehensive  benevolence  of  Girard 
looked  to  higher  and  better  things." 

And  what  better  things  could  be  looked  to,  than  to  take  swarms  of 
unfortunate  orphans  that  we  see  prowling  about  our  streets,  learning 
every  kind  of  low  wickedness,"  and  finally  forming  a  mass  of  wild  and 
daring  characters  that  stick  at  nothing  that  is  malicious  and  mischievous? 
These,  however,  are  not  to  be  the  scholars ;  they  are  to  be  of  a  different 
order;    the  sons  of  these  enlightened  "American  nobility;"  which 
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nobility  know  how  to  appreciate  education,  it  having  enabled  them  to 
charter  themselves,  to  make  bank  notes,  alias  ^  Shinplasters,"  and  to  pick 
pockets  in  the  most  finished  and  perfect  manner,  throwing  Barrington^ 
and  such,  altogether  into  the  shade.  This  college  is  to  be  a  place  for  the 
bringing,  if  possible,  to  further  perfection  this  American  art;  and  to 
turn  upon  society  swarms  of  polished  thieves,  to  make  room  for  others, 
and  so  on  for  ever.  If  it  had  been  in  existence  for  these  last  ten  or  twenty 
years,  one  would  not  have  wondered  at  the  host  of  idle  vagabonds  that 
live  by  making  paper-money,  and  at  the  thousands  that  for  ever  swarxn 
round  the  so-called  courts  of  law  and  justice,  and  that  live  by  every 
device  that  is  hateful  to  the  honest  man.  Those  who  observe  our  pre- 
sent condition  will  dread  the  consequences  that  must  flow  from  the 
coU^,  if  it  be  suffered  to  exist  upon  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
bank  orator  and  orphans'  trustees. 

As  to  the  building,  instead  of  its  being  plain  and  unomamented,it  is 
as  magnificent  as. Solomon's  Temple,  and  the  press  has  lately  highly 
delighted  its  pi^trons  by  a  little  article  headed  as  follows  :— 

**  HiQH  Praisb.*— *Mr.  Buckingham,  in  a  recent  lecture  on  Egypt, 
alluding  to  ancient  architecture,  spoke  of  the  Girard  College  as  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  Grecian  architecture.--Of  the  elegant  and 
elaborately  wrought  capitals  of  the  columns  of  that  edifice,  he  said  he 
had  seen  nothing  in  Greece,  Rome,  or  Egypt,  which  exceeded  them 
in  beauty  of  finish,  fineness  of  execution,  or  taste  in  design." 

Biddle  dedicates  the  college  **  to  the  cause  of  education,''  which,  he 
says, "  gives  to  human  life  its  chief  value."  Why  is  this  not  exemphfied 
in  himself?  Polished,  we  are  told,  to  the  highest  degree,  yet  what  is  the 
value  of  his  life  ?  He  has  caused  more  misery  and  more  immorality 
than  has  any  other  man  that  I  know  of.  He  has  brought  his  country 
into  a  lawless  state,  and  there  seems  no  possible  way  to  save  it  from 
destruction. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  that  my  judgment  against  this  educated  and  re- 
fined buccaneer  is  too  severe.  I  could  if  it  were  necessary  bring  a 
thousand  further  proofs  to  show  that  it  is  not  so ;  but  I  choose  rather  to 
call  upon  others  to  bear  me  out;  and  will  here  refer  to  a  letter  in  the 
appendix,  that  I  took  from  the  newspapers  of  four  or  five  years  back  : 
this  letter  was  written  by  Thomas  Hulme,  Esq. — ^an  Englishman  be  it 
remembered — for  which  letter  he  deserves  many  thanks ;  and  the  more 
80,  as  it  is  rare  to  find  a  person  of  property  and  influence  that  takes 
any  interest  in  the  cause  of  the  forlorn. 

Besides  this,  about  the  same  time,  we  find  that  another  gentleman, 
James  Ronaldson,  Esq.,  memorialized  the  Legislative  Assembly  on 
behalf  of  the  orphans — a  copy  of  whose  memorial  I  have  given  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  letter. 
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This  sensible  and  just  memorial  was  not  attended  to,  and  the  same 
yiolation  is  suffered  to  continue.  It  is  now  seven  years  since  the  death 
of  the  testator^  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  college  being  finished. 
Previous  to  an  election  great  numbers  of  workmen  are  set  on,  selected 
80  as  to  be  available,  through  the  ballot-box,  to  the  party  in  power,  by 
whom  the  people  are  on  these  occasions  annually  told  that  in  a  few 
months  the  orphans  will  be  admitted.  While  this  is  going  on,  the  other 
party,  not  a  jot  less  villanous,  are,  to  serve  their  purposes,  railing  against 
this  management ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  election  is  decided,  the  workmen 
are  discharged  on  the  one  side  ;  and,  on  the  other,  not  a  single  word 
more  is  said  in  favour  of  the  poor  orphans  till  the  next  contest  comes  on. 

Thus  is  this  legacy  made,  and  ever  will  be  made,  a  bone  of  contention 
between  the  two  parties ;  the  equal  to  either  of  which,  for  baseness  of 
every  kind,  never  before  lived  in  any  age,  or  under  any  form  of  govern- 
ment, since  Adam  and  Eve  entered  the  garden  of  Eden.  Such  is  the 
itedfest  belief  of 

Your  aflfectionate  Father, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 


K    2 
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TO   THE   RIGHT   HONOURABLE   THE   EARL   STANHOPE. 

Mt  Lord,  Bishop^ s  Itchington,  July  30, 1839.^! 

Having  been  favoured  through  the  press  with  your  opinions 
on  voting  by  ballot,  universal  suflPrage,  no-property  qualifications, 
and  so  on,  as  delivered  on  the  presenting  of  various  petitions  on  those 
subjects  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  such  information  as  I  possess  relating 
to  the  workings  of  these  things  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  believe  that  no  man  has  the  welfare  of  his  country  more  at  heart 
than  has  your  Lordship ;  and  this  encourages  me  to  expect  that  a  plain 
matter-of-fact  statement  of  what  I  have  seen  and  known  relating  to  - 
these  matters  may  lead  your  Lordship  to  the  conclusion  that,  whatever 
difficulties  beset  the  nation,  the  further  verging  into  democracy  will  not 
impede  their  progress,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  increase  them ;  and 
they  have  been  ahready  much  increased  since  the  Reform  Bill  passed,  as 
acknowledged  by  your  Lordship  in  the  following  words :—"  Seven  or 
eight  years  ago  I  expressed  my  conviction  that,  unless  parliament 
redressed  the  grievances  of  the  country,  the  argument  in  favour  of 
reform  of  parhament  would  be  unanswerable,  and  would  prove  to  be 
irresistible ;  this  anticipation  has  been  fully  confirmed."  And  then 
your  Lordship  further  informs  us  that  "  it  has  been  found,  by  experience, 
that  the  reform  parliament,  instead  of  redressing  the  grievances  of  the 
country,  had  even  refused  to  inquire  into  them."  Such,  your  Lordship, 
is  likely  to  be  the  case ;  and  if  the  parliament  progress  further  into 
the  reform  you  now  advocate,  I  will  stake  my  hfe  upon  it  that  such  a 
parliament  will  be  less  and  less  r^ardful  of  the  rights  and  happiness 
of  the  people,  and  more  and  more  prone  to  serve  itself.  That,  if  ever 
that  parliament  should  be  constituted  as  your  Lordship's  petitioners 
desire  it  to  be,  it  will  then  be  as  corrupt  as  the  government  of  the 
United  States  now  is,  and  which,  beyond  all  question,  is  the  most 
corrupt  government  under  the  sun. 

I  have,  for  many  years,  advocated  the  voting  by  ballot,  thinking  it  the 
only  way  to  preyent  bribery  and  all  sorts  of  undue  influence ;  but,  from 
what  I  hare  seen  of  late  years,  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  no  possible 
way  of  voting  in  secret,  and  at  the  same  time  for  any  efiPectual  purpose, 
in  general  elections,  where  there  is  universal  suflrage,  at  anything  like 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years*     I  am  aware  that  Englishmen  have  a  high 
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opinion  of  their  capabilities,  and  I  know  that  in  many  casea  it  is  well 
that  it  should  be  so ;  but,  when  they  tell  me  that  although  they  are 
convinced  that  this  system  of  voting  has,  in  other  countries,  failed,  still 
they  think  that  Englishmen  could  devise  means  to  make  it  effectual*^- 
when  they  tell  me  this,  I  think  they  famish  me  with  an  instance  in 
which  self-esteem  is  to  be  regretted,  because  I  believe,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  human  nature  is  much  the  same  all  over  the  world. 
For  instance,  I  find  that  in  the  United  States  Englishmen  are  full  as 
ready  as  any  other  men  to  join  in  with,  and  to'  support  the  wild  doings 
that  have  brought  that  country  to  its  present  condition.  I  have  read 
the  plan  of  balloting  recommended  by  Major  Cartwright,  which  is 
attended  with  a  pathetic  and  excellent  prayer  for  its  success ;  but  I  am 
certain  that  if  such  a  [plan,  perfect  as  it  appears  to  be,  was  adopted  in 
the  United  States,  it  would,  in  twenty-four  hours,  be  made  of  none  effect, 
and  would  no  more  prevent  the  doings  that  I  am  about  to  relate  to  your 
lordship,  than  the  many  schemes,  to  mature  which  so  racked  the  brains 
of  the  wise  men  of  the  American  revolutionary  times.  If  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Paine,  Franklin,  and  such  like  characters,  chiefly  English, 
or  descended  immediately  from  England — if  such  men  could  find  out 
nothing  that  would  do,  I  see  no  great  reason  to  expect  that  our  leading 
<*  Chartists,"  or  that  a  parliament  emanating  from  universal  sufi&age, 
should  be  more  successful. 

I  will  try  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  how  these  things  work  in  the 
republic,  and  I  will  take  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as  an  example  where 
they  have  annual  elections,  universal  suflrage,  and  vote  by  ballot; 
except  that  by  the  late  amended  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  the  blacks 
are  excluded  from  the  franchise.  In  other  respects  the  qualification  of 
voters  is,  I  believe,  the  same  as  usual,  or  agreeable  to  the  following 
abstract,  which  I  take  from  Art.  1,  Sect.  1,  of  the  late  constitution. 

•*  In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  having  resided  in  the  state  two  years  next  before  the  election, 
and  within  that  time  paid  a  state  or  county  tax,  which  shall  have  been 
a^essed  at  least  six  months  before  the  election,  shall  enjoy  the  right  of 
an  elector :  provided  that  the  sons  of  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
between  the  ages  of  tweuty*one  and  twenty-two  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  although  they  shall  not  have  paid  taxes.''  The  city  of  Phila- 
delphia is  divided  into  fifteen  wards.  On  the  second  Monday  of  every 
August  there  are  meetings  called  by  each  party :  it  is  seldom  that  there 
are  more  than  two  parties,  and  at  these  meetings  they  elect  seventy-five 
delegates  each,  that  is,  five  from  each  ward-meeting.  These  delegates 
all  meet  the  next  Saturday;  of  cpurse  each  '^  party"  by  themselves. 
Then  they  meet  and  adjourn,  from  time  to  time,  until  they  have  agreed 
upon  persons  to  fill  all  the  offices  for  the  ensuing  year.    This  done,  the 
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politidans,  or  office-himten^  form  their  ^*  block  oommittees,*'  the  duty 
of  each  of  which  committees  ir  to  organise  and  drill  all  the  whigs,  or 
democrats,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  live  in  a  certain  number  of  houses 
adjoining  each  other,  which  they  are  pleased  to  call "  blocks.'*  And  now 
all  sorts  of  lying,  cheating,  and  deception  commence  in  earnest;  each 
of  those  that  live  by  politics  cheats  and  is  cheated,  from  the  lowest  to 
the  highest.  The  election  machinery  of  the  whole  Union  is  frequently 
directed  by  one  man  to  each  party.  For  instance,  those  that  are  a  little 
more  cunning  or  obstinate  than  the  rest  of  the  dupes,  are  flattered  and 
won  by  various  tricks — some  of  the  smallest  by  being  chosoi  on  these 
committees,  and  having  their  names  exhibited  as  such  trustworthy 
democrats  in  the  partisan  newspapers :  it  is  astonishing  the  effect  that 
is  produced  by  this  simple  contrivance.  Next  the  whole  ^*  party," 
every  man  in  the  blocks  that  professes  democracy  (if  that  be  the  party), 
18  requested  to  sign  a  call  for  a  town-meeting;  and  the  next  day  all 
their  names  are  displayed  in  the  papers.  Then  each  captain  of  the 
block  enteiB  down  in  a  book  the  name  of  every  man  belonging  to  Mb 
party.  Then,  night  after  night,  they  hold  ward  and  often  town* 
meetings,  where  they  spout  away  at  a 'tremendous  rate ;  extolling  .their 
own  ticket  and  denouncing  that  of  their  opponents.  If  there  be  ten  or 
a  dozen  speakers  following  each  other,  their  speeches  are  always  exactly 
alike,  in  substance  if  not  in  manner ;  and,  whatever  else  is  said  from  year 
to  year,  the  following  phrases  are  on  no  occasion  left  out:— ^  The 
Mood  of  our  forefjathers.  The  star-spangled  banner.  The  sons  of 
liberty.  The  old  independent  hall.  The  Boston  tea  party.  The  hero 
of  New  Orleans.  The  Hartford  conventionists.  The  blue  lights.  The 
gallant  ship  United  States.  The  glorious  sovereignty  of  the  people. 
Bunker's  Hill.  Torktown.  Warren.  Montgomery.  Tories.  Fede* 
ralists.  Republicans.  Democrats,  and  the  ever-glorious  16."  These, 
and  a  few  others  that  I  forget,  always  form  the  bases  of  their  spirit- 
stirring  ^  eloquence,*'  which  is  generally  concluded  by  calling  upon  the 
dear  people  to  think  of  these  things,  and  to  give  for  the  faithful 
democrats  the  ^^  long  pull,  the  strong  pull,  and  the  pull  all  together." 

Thus,  by  adjournment,  they  go  on  till  October,  when,  about  a  week 
before  the  general  election,  each  party  has  a  ward-meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  inspc^ctors — that  is,  judges  to  decide  whether  a 
man's  vote  is  good  or  not  when  he  offers  it  at  the  general  election. 

There  is,  however,  to  be  but  one  set  of  judges ;  and,  to  decide  which 
shall  have  that  all-important  advantage,  they  stand  out  in  the  open 
street,  feeing  each  other,  and  this  is  what  they  call  ^*  toeing  the 
curb-stone;"  the  strongest  evidence  of  a  genuine  democrat  that  can 
possibly  be  given.  They  boast  of  this  voluntary  open  method  of  doin^ 
it,  while  the  English  democrats  are  clamouring  for  secresy.    Wdl, 


ON  TBB  TOTE  BT  BALLOT.  135 

they  are  now  in  regimental  order,  and  a  person  from  each  ride  is  ap- 
pointed to  count  them ;  that  haying  the  greatest  numher  sends  inspeo- 
tOTS  immediately  into  the  ward  yoting*room,  and  the  voters  outside 
proceed  to  vote  hy  hallot,  through  a  hole  from  which  a  pane  of  glass  has 
been  removed.  This  voting  is  for  the  final  judges  at  the  general  election. 
It  is  rare,  indeed,  if  the  party  having  the  lead  in  the  first  instance  does 
not  keep  it  till  the  end  of  the  race. 

The  party  defeated  in  the  **  stand  out*'  sends  one  of  its  members 
under  the  window,  where  he  stands  with  the  roll -call  in  his  hand,  con- 
taining the  names  of  all  **  the  party "  in  the  ward,  and,  when  they 
make  their  appearance  to  vote,  he  crosses  them  off :  by  this  means  he 
knows  how  many  have  voted  his  ticket,  and  how  many  have  voted  the 
other ;  but  do  what  he  will,  he  cannot,  nor  does  not  expect,  to  prevent 
those  who  have  possession  fix)m  cheating.  So  that  the  knowledge  he 
gains  on  the  subject  is  only  calculated  to  irritate  him  and  his  party. 
The  other  party  having  the  authority,  officially  declare  the  state  of  the 
poll,  to  which  all  must  submit.  Over  this  business  there  is  generally 
rioting,  confusion,  and,  of  late  years,  bloodshed  and  murder.  This  ex- 
citement then  continues  to  increase  till  after  Ihe  general  election.  There 
is  some  late  alteration  as  to  the  manner  of  voting  in  Philadelphia, 
which  works  worse  than  before.  In  all  other  parts  of  the  State  it  con- 
tinues as  I  have  described. 

We  have  now  seen  the  order  in  which  the  sovereigns  are  brought  to 
their  *'  duty."  If  a  single  one  of  them  were  to  attempt  deception,  so 
as  not  to  vote  at  all,  it  is  known  by  the  man  under  the  window :  he  is 
marked,  and  has  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  patronage  of  ^^  the  party." 
And  if  he  votes  for  the  opposite  side  there  are  a  thousand  ways  of 
detecting  him.  The  tickets  are  printed  by  order  of  a  trustworthy  com- 
mittee, and  they  are  not  delivered  till  the  last  hour,  poked  under  the 
doors  in  the  night,  previous  to  their  voting,  which  commences  at  eight 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  This  is  done  to  prevent  the  mans^ers  of 
the  parties  finding  out  each  other's  tricks  in  time  to  benefit  by  them. 
The  duty  of  the  ^*  ticket  committee"  is  to  s^e  that  they  are  printed  on 
a  peculiar  kind  of  paper ;  a  shade  lighter  or  darker,  coarser  or  finer, 
to  be  folded  up  a  little  longer  or  wider ;  tied  with  a  thread  and  a  knot 
BO  as  by  themselves  to  be  known  at  first  sight ;  and  if  a  man  tenders 
any  other  than  this,  it  is  instantly  known  by  the  appointed  watch. 

The  inside  judges,  by  the  same  kind  of  tricks,  know  their  own  men, 
whom  they  pass  without  scrutiny;  hundreds  of  them  at  a  time,  that  have 
no  right  to  vote,  coming  frequently  from  other  towns  to  give  a  lift  to  *'  the 
party."  There  is  no  law  to  prevent  a  man  having  his  own  ticket 
printed,  or  even  writing  it  himself,  but  to  do  that  would  be  to  get  the 
diqpleasure  of  both  parties ;  and  if  he  were  to  vote  for  a  set  of  men  of 
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his  own  chooshigy  diBtinctfrom  the  delegated  ticket,  such  vote,  of  cooTBe^ 
would  be  a  scattering  vote,  and  amount  to  nothing;  bo  that  there  is  no 
choice  but  to  vote  for  one  of  two  aeta  of  men,  either  of  which  is  composed 
of  the  worst  men  in  society :  their  trade  is  politics^  and  they  are  everlast- 
ingly employed  in  devising  means  to  corrupt  and  to  deceive  the  people. 
They  are  of  all  gradcB ;  and  in  every  filthy  grog-shop  at  all  times  they 
may  be  found  busy  in  their  various  departments.  It  is  upon  these  disgust- 
ing grog-shops,  which,  in  many  parts  of  the  city,  are  almost  every  other 
house,  and  sometimes  two  or  three  of  them  togethe]>— it  is  upon  these 
that  the  office-hunters  chiefly  rely ;  and  when  a  party  is  in  power, 
and  have  any  doubt  of  being  routed,  they  license  a  batch  of  **  grog- 
geries.''  For  these  last  eight  or  ten  years,  to  keep  in  place,  they  have 
been  obliged  to  resort  to  every  kind  of  "  job"  calculated  to  feed  a 
sufficient  number  to  carry  the  elections.  The  city  of  Philadelphia  has, 
within  these  few  years,  become  millions  in  debt,  contracted  by  the  au- 
thorities for  no  other  purpose,  nor  with  any  other  intent,  than  that  of 
commanding  this  kind  of  force  in  time  of  need.  The  county  of  Phila- 
delphia is  in  the  hands  of  the  opposite  party,  and  they,  in  the  same 
manner,  fortify  and  defend  themselves.  They  now  think  nothing  of 
borrowing,  on  the  credit  of  the  city  or  county,  half  a  million  of  dollars 
each  every  year,  which  they  lay  out  and  waste  in  some  worse  than 
useless  job.  Under  this  state  of  things  those  that  attend  the  polls  are 
become  so  corrupt  and  selfish,  that  they  anxiously  look  for  these  annual 
bribes  as  their  daily  bread.  And  either  party  that  should  cease  to  feed 
them,  and  do  that  which  was  lawful  and  right,  would,  at  the  ensuing 
election,  surely  be  removed  from  office, 

V'  I  have  'no  account  by  me  of  the  population  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, but  I  think  it  cannot  be  much,  if  any,  less  than  eighty  thousand ; 
out  of  which  there  are  only  about  eight  thousand  come  to  the  polls  to 
vote ;  so  that  there  are  seventy-two  thousand  souls  that  are  the  prey  of 
the  remaining  eight  thousand,  and  that  suffer  from  the  vicious  admi- 
nistration of  their  public  affairs. 

The  following  letter  will  show  your  Lordship  what  are  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  first-rate  American  politician.  That  letter,  by  some  means 
or  other,  got  intercepted  by  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  which,  the 
fellow  that  wrote  it  has  since  been  in  the  assembly,  in  the  senate,  been 
speaker  of  the  house,  frequently  a  member  of  congress,  is  now  a  judge, 
and  never  has  for  one  hour  been  out  of  the  service  of  the  people,  from 
the  date  of  that  letter  to  the  present  day.  There  is  not  a  man  that 
knows  him,  of  his  own  or  any  other  party,  but  what  knows  him  to  be  as 
vile  as  he  represented  himself  to  be :  he  depends  entirely  upon  trick 
and  bribery,  and  always  openly  laughs  at  all  other  means  of  electioneer- 
ing :  his  opponents,  who  are  not  a  jot  better  than  himfielf,  annually 
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pnWsh  this  letter,  with  such  lemarkB  as  the  foilowings  an  edition  of 
whidi  I  happen  to  poasess : — 

"  The  Creed  of  a  bold  and  designing  Demagogue. 

^  Are  you  an  American  ? — Read  the  following  letter,  and  say,  whether 
you  will  not  for  ever  renounce  all  fraternity  with  the  author,  as  an  alien 
to  freed<Hn,  purity,  honour,  and  patriotism  ? 

"  Are  you  a  Democrat? — Read, this  creed  of  a  traitor  politician,  and 
say,  can  you  hold  communion  with,  and  give  support  to,  a  man  who 
would  betray  his  friends^  bargain  with  his  enemies^  stah  his  neighbour 
in  the  back,  and  rob  every  man  of  his  reputation,  to  further  and  pro- 
mote his  own  interest  ? 

*'  Are  you  a  virtuous  and  honest  man  ? — Read  this  letter,  and  then  say, 
can  you  remain  one,  if  you  support  the  author  of  this  scoundrePs 
creedt 

*^  Do  you  wish  the  freedom  of  your  country  to  endure  ?— Read  this 
letter,  aod  then  say,  whether  a  party  of  such  cold-blooded  demagogues 
would  not  soon  plunge  it  in  irretrieveable  ruin  ? 

"  Are  you  a  friend  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ? — ^Read  this  letter,  and 
then  say,  are  those  villanous  principles  compatible  with  those  rights  ? 

"  Do  you  value  your  independence  as  a  freeman? — Read  this  letter, 
and  say,  are  you  independent,  or  free,  when  supporting  such  a  man 
and  such  principles  ?^ 

"  This  letter  may  be  divided  into^the  following  heads  :— 

"  1.'  Unprincipled  intrigue  for  a  governor. 

*'  2.  The  qualification  required  was  '  the  underhand  work  that  marks 
the  bold  and  designing  politician.' 

"  3.  Distrust  of  all  friends,  and  the  determination  to  read  their  hearts, 
in  order  to  detect  the  same  villauy  that  actuated  his  own. 

"  4.  Vacillating  between  candidates,  until  you  discover  the  strong 
side. 

"  5.  That  all  politicians  are  men  of  principle  in  proportion  to  their 
interest. 

"  6.VT0  form  coalitions  with  any  party  to  carry  a  candidate. 

"1.  To  join  the  candidate  most  likely  to  succeed  J* 

"  The  entire  history  of  politics  does  not  present  a  parallel  to  this 
infamous,  demorahsing,  and  corrupting  creed.  It  calls  a  blush  to  the 
cheek  of  every  freeman.  It  causes  the  bosom  of  every  patriot  to  swell 
with  indignation !  What !  that  our  votes  are  to  be  bought  and  sold 
like  80  much  merchandise !  That  our  [rights  may  be  bought  by  any 
scoundrel  who  sets  up  for  office !  That  virtue  is  a  name,  liberty  a 
shadow,  and  conscience  a  marketable  commodity !    And  shall  this  man 
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continue  to  ride  into  office  over  onr  necks,  upon  such  tenns  ?  No !  the 
spirit  that  tells  us  we  are  men  will  not  permit  it ;  we  must  resist  it, 
we  must  vindicate  our  independence,  and  spurn  the  corrupting  dema- 
gogue from  us.  But  read  the  letter-*and  restrain,  if  you  can,  your 
malediction  and  abhorrence  from  the  profligate  and  daring  intriguer. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr,  Joel  B.  Sutherland  to  Joseph  M*Coy, 

"  Lazaretto,  June  27,  1816. 

"  Dear  M— -,  I  received  your  letter  last  night,  and  immediately  took 
a  chair  to  my  front  door  and  commenced  reading  of  it.  I  was  much 
pleased  with  your  notion  of  buying  out  Peacock,  but  the  difficulties  that 
will  have  to  be  encountered  before  the  money  could  be  procured  will 
not,  I  think,  be  of  a  trivial  nature.  I  may  perhaps  make  the  arrange- 
ments with  Boileau,  in  relation  to  the  Adjutant-Generalship,  but 
whether  he  would  be  willing  to  endorse  a  note,  to  raise  the  wind,  is 
another  question.  I  am  told  he  is  avaricious.  However,  on  this  point, 
I  would  just  say  that,  for  the  present,  nothing  can  be  effected  in  rela- 
tion to  your  scheme  till  Mr.  Boileau  returns  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  which  will  be  in  about  four  or  five  weeks.  The  truth  is,  M'Coy, 
Boileau  is  but  a  child  in  politics ;  he  is  not  half  enough  acquainted 
with  the  underhand  work  that  marks  the  bold  and  designing  politician, 
I  will  tell  you  who  I  think  would  embrace  this  scheme  much  sooner 
than  Boileau — I  mean  William  Findley.  He  is  so  full  of  schemes  and 
notions  that  he  is  literally  running  over  with  them.  But  there  we 
cannot  well  go.  We  have  unfurled  the  flag  of  discontent,  and  it  would 
now  look  cowardly  to  furl  it  up  fi^ain,  unless  it  should  be  thought  better 
to  surrender  at  discretion. 

"  While  I  write  thus  about  Findley,  do  not  suppose  that  I  doubt 
Boileau.  No,  I  am  far  from  doubting  this  man's  honesty,  but  I  frankly 
confess  I  doubt  his  policy.  When  I  see  him  I  will  read  his  heart. 
Findley,  at  this  time,  stands  the  best  chance  of  any  man  I  know,  if  a 
few  of  us  would  become  recruiting  serjeants  in  his  cause.  Moreover, 
he  will  be  hostile  to  Binns.  You  may  think  me  a  damned  strange 
creature  to  be  vacillating  between  Boileau  and  Findley,  but  as  you  and 
I,  and  all  politicians,  are  all  men  of  principle  in  proportion  to  our 
interest^  I  have  written  to  you  undisguisedly  upon  the  matter.  If  you 
have  time  to  come  down  with  Hart  in  his  stage  some  afternoon,  and 
have  a  long  talk  with  me,  you  and  I  will  understand  each  other  more 
fully.     I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  our  joining  with  Dr.  L  ■  I 

wish  to  know  whether  the  Democrats  might  not  in  this  way  carry  in 
the  City.  I  know  they  could.  I  wish  that  you  should  go  on  the  city 
ticket ;  at  your  leisure  you  could  then  make  arrangements  with  Peacock. 
We  would  then  be  on  the  spot  to  join  the  man  most  likely  to  suooeed. 
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I  would  like  to  see  yoa  before  I  see  Dr.  L  I  know  I  sbaU  eee 

him  before  the  election.    I  see  there  is  no  chance  for '  my  succesB  in  the 
Northern  Liberties,  except  it  be  through  the  assistance  of  old  schoolism. 

**  Bussier,  i^he  is  rejected,  will  quit  the  party ;  but  by  that  time  the 
opposition  will  have  selected  their  candidates.  He  ought  to  watch  them 
well  now  and  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  Remember  me  to  all  your 
family.     Tell  my  parents  that  we  are  all  well.    Your  friend, 

"  Joel  B.  Sutherland. 

**  Joseph  M*Coyj  Esq»i  New  Market^  Fhiladelphia,** 

This  Sutherland  was  always  a  servant  of  the  Democrats  until  the  year 
1838,  when,  there  being  some  misimderstanding  between  them,  he 
tendered  his  services  to  the  Whigs ;  on  which  occasion  a  sensible  Whig, 
who  objected  to  the  alliance,  wrote  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  A  Word  in 
season  to  the  Whigs,*'  from  which  I  extract  the  following : — 

"  The  union,  harmony,  and  concert  of  action  that  re-elected  Joel  in 
1834,  will  long  be  held  in  remembrance  by  the  good  people  of  South- 
wark  and  Moyamensing.  H^s  victory  was  achieved  by  the  basest  means 
-^the  greatest  frauds  ever  known  to  be  practised  at  the  polls,  and  over 
the  prostrate  bodies  of  peaceable  citizens  felled  to  the  earth  by  the  maces 
and  bludgeons  of  his  desperadoes,  for  no  cause  whatever,  but  their 
attempt  to  reach  the  polls  to  give  in  their  vote. 

"  His  victory  was  proclaimed  in  Moyamensing  amidst  the  cracklings 
of  dwellings  on  fire,  the  discharge  of  musketry  in  deadly  aim,  and  the 
screams  of  women  and  children  flying  naked  from  the  impetuous  flames, 
that  prevented  them  from  robing  themselves  in  a  fitting  covering  to 
screen  them  from  the  gaze  of  the  mob,  or  to  defend  them  against  the 
chilling  winds  of  a  cold  October  night — and  who,  let  it  be  asked,  organ* 
ised  the  band  that  revelled  in  these  outrages  against  the  peace  of 
society  ?  Joel  B.  Sutherland, — a  remnant  of  those  bad  men,  indeed  the 
principals  in  procuring  illegal  votes,  making  £dse  returns  and  murderous 
assaults,  are  still  with  him,  and  by  his  side.  Shall  the  Whigs  join  such 
company — shall  their  candidate  be  ours?  shall  it  be  said  that  the  Whigs 
sanctioned  by  their  votes  the  enormities  perpetrated  by  them  and  their 
unprincipled  leader  ? 

**....  It  is  now  confidently  asserted  and  believed  in  Southwark 
and  Moyamensing,  that  Joel  B.  Sutherland  was  never,  at  any  time,  nor 
on  any  occasion,  legally  elected,  either  to  the  General  Assembly  or  to 
Congress.  What  a  horrible  picture  does  this  exhibit  of  our  boasted 
institutions  !  For  more  than  twenty  years  (the  time  he  has  been  in 
office)  have  all  the  freemen  in  the  county  and  the  district  in  which  he 
practised  his  foul  art,  been  disfranchised,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
overpowered  by  illegal  votes,  or  robbed  of  their  rights  by  fiJse  returns.' 
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Tour  Lordship  ^11  obBerre,  that  it  is  at  the  primary  meetings,  in 
August,  where  the  die  is  cast,  at  the  casting  of  which  the  people  should 
all  be  present;  because,  if  the  first  delegation  be  impure,  nothing  but 
impurity  can  be  expected  from  them ;  and  with  themselyes,  or  men  of 
their  own  caste,  they  will  fill  every  office,  even  to  the  highest  in  their 
gift.  There  being  no  property  qualifications,  they  frequently  send 
dissipated  characters,  that  have  scarcely  a  shirt  to  their  backs,  or,  if 
they  have  one,  have  cheated  somebody  out  of  it.  The  present  governor 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  evidence, 
is  not  only  an  insolvent  but  a  fraudulent  debtor ;  a  man  that  has  been 
guilty  of  perjury,  and  a  man  that  may,  if  he  has  not  already,  fill  up  the 
catalogue  of  crimes,  and  not  be  unworthy  of  the  delegation  that  made 
him  the  governor. 

From  the  Herald  and  SentineL  Affidavit  of  John  H.  ^onebreaker^  Esq. 

"  We  call  attention  to  the  extraordinary  facts  sworn  to  in  the  follow- 
ing affidavit.  We  know  Mr.  Stonebreaker  well  by  reputation,  and  know 
that  his  character  is  above  impeachment.  He  is  one  of  the  moat 
respectable  and  respected  citizens  of  Colerain  Township,  Huntingdon 
County,  and  nearly  as  well  known  throughout  the  county  as  David  R« 
Porter  himself.     His  veracity  cannot  be  questioned. 

Huntingdon  County ^  ss. 

"  Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
in  and  for  said  county,  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  and  on  his  solemn  oath 
doth  depose  and  say,  that  before  David  R.  Porter  took  the  benefit  of  the 
insolvent  laws  Thomas  M.  Owens,  and  his  father  John  Stonebreaker, 
were  bail  for  Porter  for  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  That  shortly  before  he 
filed  his  petition  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  Porter  having 
secured  Owens  for  his  half  of  the  bail-money  out  of  the  bonds  given  for 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  which  he  (Porter)  sold 
for  two  or  three  thousand  dollars,  brought  the  balance  of  the  bonds,  and 
another  bond  of  about  five  hundred  dollars  to  John  Stonebreaker,  as  well 
as  the  title  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Beaver  county  (I  think),  and  delivered 
the  whole  to  my  father,  who  was  to  secure  himself,  and  keep  the  rest 
safe  for  Porter. — Some  time  after  Porter  was  discharged  under  the 
insolvent  laws,  he  came  to  John  Stonebreaker  and  got  from  him  the 
balance  of  the  bondsy  (after  deducting  the  800  dollars  bail  money,)  and 
the  title  for  the  tract  of  land^  which  land  I  afterwards  heard  him  tell 
said  John  Stonebreaker  that  he  sold  for  about  4,500  dollars. — ^The 
bonds  and  lands  thus  secreted  and  returned  after  his  discharge,  amounted 
to  more  ihva  Jive  thousand  dollars^  none  of  which  went  into  the  hands  of 
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his  trustees^  hut  into  his  own.  Some  time  after  the  above-mentioned 
property  had  been  left  with  my  father.  Porter  brought  the  books  of 
account  of  Patton  and  Porter  to  Mr.  Caldwell's  tailor  shop  near  our 
house,  and  got  said  John  Stonebreaker  to  take  them  in  a  bag  and  hide 
ihem  in  a  barrel  in  the  garret y  where  they  were  secreted  for  several  years^ 
Porter  occasionally  calling  to  examine  them  and  draw  off  accounts. 
Porter  JinaUy  took  them  away  in  a  hag  some  years  afterwards,  I 
resided  with  my  father  during  all  the  time  of  the  above  transactions, 
and  knew  them  well,  having  often  seen  the  bonds  and  deeds.  My 
brother  Samuel  also,  I  think,  must  know  the  same  facts,  as  he  and  I 
have  often  talked  about  Porter's  secreting  his  property  when  he  took 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws. 

**J.  H.  Stonebreaker. 
*'  Sworn  and  subscribed  this  18th 
day  of  July,  1838,  before 
David  Snare."! 


"  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  certify  that  we  are  well 
acquainted  with  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  Esq.,  and  know  his  character  to 
be  good,  and  that  his  word,  or  any  statement  he  may  make,  is  entitled  to 
fall  confidence  and  credit. 

James  Saxon,  jr.  John  S.  Taylor  James  Clarke 

John  M'Connell  Robert  Lytic  James  Morrow 

James  Steel  John  Reed  John  Brisbin 

A.  J.  Stewart  Thomas  Reed  Adam  Keith 

James  Thomson  S.  Davies  Henry  Neff 

Philip  Roller  Thomas  T.  Cromwell  Alex'r  Still 

Eli  W.  Wike  Safoord  S.  Dewey  Jacob  Hofiman 

"  With  some  six  or  eight  of  the  individuals  who  have  signed  the  above 
certificate,  we  are  personally  acquainted,  and  know  them  to  be  men  of 
estimable  character.  Some  of  them  are  wealthy  farmers ;  two  of  them 
physicians  of  respectable  standing,  and  two,  Mr.  Cromwell  and  Mr. 
Clarke,  have  represented  that  county  several  years  in  the  legislature. 
Others  we  know  by  reputation,  and  can  safely  say  we  do  not  believe  any 
motive  whatever,  other  than  a  desire  to  serve  the  cause  of  truth  and 
justice,  would  induce  any  of  them  to  be  instrumental  in  giving  publicity 
and  credence  to  the  above  affidavit. 

*'  If  this  affidavit  be  false,  we  will  put  no  faith  hereafter  in  the  oath  of 
man — but  if  it  be  true,  we  ask,  in  the  name  of  all  that  man  holds  dear, 
how  can  his  fellow-citizens  support  David  R.  Porter  for  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  great  state  of  Pennsylvania  ? 
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HurUingdan  County^  ss. 

*<  Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  Jasticei  of  the  Peace,  in 
and  for  the  said  county,  Samuel  Sturgeon,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say  that  on  Monday,  the  25th  June, 
A.  D.  1838,  he  called  upon  David  R.  Porter,  and  requested  him  to  settle 
a  claim  that  the  said  Sturgeon  held  against  the  late  firm  of  Patton  and 
Porter.    That  said  David  R.  Porter  said  that  he  did  not  owe  said 
deponent  anything,  because  the  arbitrators  in  the  case  had  made  an 
award  against  said  deponent;  whereupon  said  deponent  asked  to  see 
the  said  award.     That  said  Porter  said  he  would  show  it  at  a  suitable 
time.    That  the  said  deponent  then  went  and  called  upon  Maxwell 
Kinkead  and  John  Stonebreaker,  the  surviving  arbitrators,  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  the  26th  and  21th  June,  a.  d.  1838,  and  obtained  of 
the  said  arbitrators  a  certificate  that  no  award  had  ever  been  made. 
That  said  deponent  then  returned  and  again  called  upon  the  said  David 
R.  Porter,  and  asked  him  if  he,  the  said  David,  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  d   anything  for  the  said  deponent :    and  he  told  him  in  conversation 
that  he,  the  said  deponent,  had  settled  the  claims  of  the  poor  labouring 
hands  who  had  assisted  him  to  perform  the  labour,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  or  thereabouts,  and  that  he  the  said  Fofttet 
should  do  something  for  him.    That  the  said  David  R.  Porter  admitted 
it  was  a  hard  case,  and  said  that  we  had  better  compromise.    That  the 
said  Porter  desired  the  said  deponent  to  name  the  conditions  of  a  com- 
promise. That  the  said  deponent  said  he  would  leave  it  to  the  said  David. 
Whereupon,  the  said  David  ofiFered  the  sum  of  one  hundred  doUan,  if 
the  said  deponent  would  part  with  him  good  friends,  and  said  that  he 
would  leave  the  said  deponent  to  think  of  the  matter.    That  the  said 
deponent  did  think  of  the  matter,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  met  the 
said  David  R.  Porter  again,  at  his  house,  according  to  Mr.  Porter's 
invitation,  and  then  told  Mr.  Porter  that  he  would  not  take  the  one 
hundred  dollars:    Mr.  Porter  then  offered  to  give  the  deponent  one 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  being  one-half  of  the  amount,  without 
interest,  for  which  the  said  deponent  had  settled  with  the  labourers,  and 
the  said  David  R.  Porter  then  sat  down  and  wrote  a  receipt  in  full  of 
all  demands,  and  a  release  of  all  claims  against  Patton  and  Porter, 
which  he  presented  to  deponent  to  sign ;  and  the  said  David  R.  Porter 
then  wrote  a  certificate,  which  he  read  to  said  deponent,  and  handed  him 
to  sign,  the  substance  of  which,  as  nearly  as  the  deponent  recollects, 
was,  that  *  I  do  certify  that  I  have  known  David  R.  Porter  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years,  and  that  I  know  him  to  be  an  honest  man,  and  just  and 
upright  in  all  dealings,'   &c.      When  he  read  it    to  deponent,   said 
deponent  told  him  he  could  not  sign  it,  nor  would  not  sign  it,  if  he,  the 
said  Porter,  would  give  him  all  Huntingdon  for  domg  so ;  thereupon 
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Uie  said  David  R.  Porter  refused  to  pay  the  deponent  any  money,  unleas 
he  would  sign  the  certificate^— to  which  the  deponent  lepUed  that 
although  a  poor  man  he  was  not  to  he  bought  by  him  or  anybody  else ; 
and  further  saith  not 

^Samuxl  Stu&gbon. 
'*  Sworn  and  subscribed 

the  29th  June,  1838,  before 
David  Snare.'' 

'*  In  addition  to  this  it  is  stated  by  the  Braver  ArguSy  that>  in  defiance 
of  the  oath  which  Mr.  Porter  had  to  take  to  obtain  his  discharge  as  an 
insolvent  debtor,  and  which  he  did  take  on  the  lOih  day  of  February, 
1819,  the  records  of  Beaver  county  show  that,  instead  of  delivering 
up  to  his  trustees,  for  the  use  of  his  creditors,  all  his  property,  debts,  and 
claims,  David  R.  Porter  collected,  in  his  own  name  and  for  his  own  use, 
between  eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars,  from  two  citizens  of  that  county, 
to  whom  he  had  previously  sold  land  in  North  Beaver  township ! — On 
the  5th  of  December^  1818,  a  very  short  time  before  he  filed  his  petition. 
Porter  sold  a  tract  of  donation  land.  No.  1178,  in  that  county,  to  Messrs. 
James  Kidde  and  Alexander  Russell,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars.  The  deed  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  whole  purchase 
money,  while  it  would  seem  that  but  about  one-half  was  paid  down,  and 
notes  or  bonds  given  for  the  balance.  These  obligations  were  held  by 
Porter  when  he  '  swore  out,'  and  were  afterwards  proceeded  upon,  and 
collected  as  they  became  due. 

'^  Now  if  all  this  be  true,  and  it  appears  to  be  substantiated  by  extracts 
from  the  records  of  the  county,  we  do  not  see  how  Mr.  Porter  or  his 
fiiends  can  have  the  hardihood  to  ask  the  good  people  of  this  common- 
wealth to  support  him  for  the  highest  office  in  their  gift. 

To  the  Public. 

*'  The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  proceed  to  Huntingdon 
with  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Ingram,  a  committee  appointed  on  behalf  of 
the  friends  of  David  R.  Porter,  to  investigate  the  charges  made  against 
him  by  Mr.  Bannan,  through  the  columns  of  the  Miners'  Journal, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  brief  statement  of  facts  to  the  public, 
as  their  report  of  what  occurred  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  them  by  their  fellow-citizens* 

*'  To  John  Williamson,  Esq. 

«  Huniingdony  September  24/A,  1838. 

**  Much  importance  and  credit  has  been  attached  to  your  statements, 

and  your  poeition  in  the  present  contest.    The  undersigned,  knowing 

you,  horn  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  friends  of  David  R.  Porter,  as 

a  man  of  honour,  and  knowing  too  that  you  have  heretofore  been  an 
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opponent  of  the  present  and  late  administration  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, have  been  induced  to  propound  to  you  the  following  queries,  and 
ask  of  you  a  candid  and  definite  answer  to  each  :'j 

**  Ist.  Was  you  at  one  time  an  advocate  of  the  election  of  David  R. 
Porter  to  the  Gubernatorial  chair  ?    If  ay,  why  ? 

"  2nd.  Are  you  now  an  advocate  of  his  election  ?  It  is  said  by  some 
you  are  not — ^if  so,  what  has  changed  your  views  ? 

"  3d.  Are  you  acquainted  with  John  Stonebreaker,  and  his  son  John 
H.  Stonebreaker  ?  If  ay,  what  is  their  character  as  men  of  veracity  and 
integrity  ? 

*•  4th.  Have  their  statements,  in  the  case  of  Porter's  assignment  of  cer- 
tain bonds  to  the  elder  Stonebreaker,  had  any  weight  in  changing  your 
opinions  of  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Porter's  conduct  ? 

"  5th.  We  have  seen  your  name  attached  to  certain  certificates,  pub- 
lished to  sustain  the  character  of  Mr.  Porter,  as  an  upright  and  just 
man — Did  you  sign  those  certificates  ?  If  ay — do  you  still  adhere  to 
the  opinions  therein  expressed  ? 

"  6th.  Is  the  elder  Stonebreaker  a  mcfmber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  good  standing— was  he  ever  expelled  therefrom ;  and  is  he 
generally  considered  a  man  of  '  sound  mind  and  disposing  memory  ? ' 

"  1th.  Have  you  ever  seen  anything  which  convinced  you  that  the 
general  Government  was  using  its  influence  to  secure  the  election  of 
David  R.  Porter? — If  ay — ^what  is  it? 

"  8th.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  characters  of  Michael  Wallace, 
M.  Kinkead,  and  other  signers  to  certificates  of  the  Stonebreakers  ?  If 
aye — ^what  is  their  character  and  standing  in  society  ? 

"  A  definite  answer  is  requested  to  these  questions,  because  we  doubt 
not  the  candid  supporters  of  D.  R.  Porter  will  accord  with  honesty  of 
purpose  to  you,  as  they  always  have  on  all  occasions  avowed  their  belief 
in  your  statements. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

Andrew  Russel. 
Benj.  Bannan." 

"  To  which  we  received  the  following  reply : 

"  Qbntlkmbn,  *«  Huntingdon,  September  24,  1838. 

*'  Your  note  has  just  been  placed  in  my  hands,  containing  several 
definite  questions,  and  asking  equally  definite  answers.  I  am  ready  to 
answer  openly  my  sentiments  upon  any  subject,  yet  on  the  present 
occasion,  when  the  enmity  of  small  minds  may  charge  me  with  being  an 
unsettled  and  wavering  caterer  for  public  favours,  you  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  say,  I  do  so  more  through  a  sense  of  injury  inflicted  upon 
the  public  mind,  than  through  a  desire  to  place  myself  conspicuously 


ON  TH&  VOTB  ET  BALLOT,  145 

before  that  public.  I  shall  then  answer  your  inquiries  as  brieAy  and 
definitely  as  possible.  Conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  own  course, 
neither  the  sneers  of  the  envious  nor  the  lowering  brows  of  the  malig- 
nant shall  deter  me. 

"  To  your  first  inquiry  I  answer, — I  was  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Porter,  be- 
cause I  had  been  for  years  intimately  acquainted  with  him  :  he  was  my 
neighbour,  and  I  then  believed  him  honest,  upright,  and  conscientious 
in  his  dealings,  and  he  professedly  was  the  opponent,  or  at  least  not  the 
friendy  of  the  Sub-Treasury  Scheme ;  a  measure  which  I  then  and  still 
think  fraught  with  much  injury  to  the  people  if  engrafted  upon  the 
institutions  of  the  country. 

**  I  answer  your  next  inquiry  by  saying,  I  am  not  now  an  advocate  or 
supporter  of  Mr.  Porter,  because  I  found  the  party  to  which  Mr.  Porter 
is  attached  distinctly  declaring  their  determination  to  make  his  electioii 
the  test  of  the  people  upon  the  Sub-Treasury.  If  there  had  been  no 
other  reason,  I  was  forced  to  leave  his  support  then,  for  I  never  could 
give  my  sanction,  and  my  vote,  to  paralyze  every  energy,  every  enter- 
prise of  my  country,  and  to  establish  an  official  power  equalled  only  by 
that  of  the  Autocrat  of  Russia.  I  shall  consequently  vote  for  and  sup- 
port Joseph  Ritner,  because  he  is  the  friend  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
opposed  to  the  above  scheme. 

*'To  your  third,  I  reply,  I  am  and  have,  been  long  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  both  the  Messrs.  Stonebreakers ;  their  character  for  truth 
and  integrity  is  unimpeached,  and  I  believe  unimpeachable ;  they  have 
been  free  hoxa  even  the  suspicion  of  want  of  honesty  or  truth ;  their 
statements  have  always  been  considered  as  good  as  their  oaths, 
and  there  is  not  a  man  who  regards  his  own  character  would  say 
that  their  oaths  were  not  entitled  to  the  fullest  credit.  For  years 
they  have  lived  where  they  now  do,  and  their  characters  stand  without 
blemish  or  reproach. 

**  To  your  fourth  question,  I  must  acknowledge  it  is  difficult  to  make  a 
definite  answer.  The  great  amount  of  testimony  which  has  been 
brought  to  bear,  and  with  convincing  weight,  upon  the  reflecting  part  of 
the  community,  renders  it  difficult  to  say  any  one  part  had  a  particular 
effect.  It  is  the  whole,  united  and  combined,  all  verging  to  the  same 
facta  which  convinces  and  must  convince  all  candid  inquirers,  at  least  of 
a  want  of  moral  rectitude  in  the  course  of  Mr.  Porter.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  I  believe  every  word  uttered  by  them  (the  Stonebreakers)  to  be  true, 
and,  had  I  doubted  them,  the  documentary  evidence  produced  fully  sus- 
tains them.  Others  who  have  examined  as  I  have  with  a  desire  to  do 
juatice  to  Mr.  Porter,  yet  free  from  prejudice,  must  be  convinced,  as  I 
have  been,  of  his  desertion  from  the  path  of  virtue. 

^'  To  the  fifth,  I  say  I  never  signed,  neither  did  I  authorize  my  name 
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to  be  signed,  to  a  certificate  signed  by  eighty-four  citizens  of  this  comity. 
saying  all  the  charges  in  the  celebrated  union  county  letter  were  false* 
I  did  sign  a  certificate  that  Mr.  Porter  was  not  a  blasphemer ;  I  did  not 
believe  he  was  a  blasphemer,  for  I  consider  blasphemy  the  highest 
grade  of  impious  profanity.  I  did  certify  that  there  were  no  judg- 
ments on  the  docket  against  Mr.  Porter,  because  they  were  of  more  than 
20  years'  standing,  and  in  law  were  not  against  him.  I  did  not  certify 
that  they  had  been  paid. 

**  To  your  sixth  interrogation*  I  must  say  that  I  regret  that  the  first 
dause  is  introduced:  it  is  with  feelings  of  mingled  sorrow  and  surprise  that 
I  saw  the  name  of  any  Christian  sect  introduced  into  any  political  discus- 
sion. The  sphere  of  the  professed  worshipper,  in  any  form,  is  around 
the  altar  and  sanctuary  of  his  God ;  to  him  he  must  render  his  account 
for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  and  whether  a  man  is  attached  to  any 
sect  is  a  matter  of  small  moment ;  if  he  be  a  sincere  and  worthy  member, 
he  will  meet  his  reward.  I  cannot  violate  the  precepts  of  him  who  says, 
'^  Judge  not."  I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Stonebreaker  has  been  for  many 
years,  and  is  now,  a  member  of  the  church  you  name,  and  his  continuance 
there  is  evidence  of  his  standing,  and  I  never  hesrd  of  his  having  been 
ezpeUed  therefrom.  In  answer  to  the  last  clause,  I  say  his  mind  is 
sound  and  as  capable  of  recollecting  and  relating  transactions  now  as  ia 
his  more  youthful  vigour. 

**  To  answer  your  seventh  query,  I  can  briefly  say  that,  since  the  Messrs. 
Stonebreakers  have  given  their  testimony  to  the  public,  the  marshal  of  the 
United  States  has  served  a  writ  upon  Samuel  Stonebreaker,  the  son  and 
brother  of  the  others,  for  an  alleged  defalcation  of  nine  dollars,  and 
that  too  without  previously  making  any  call  on  him.  The  execution  of 
which  process  must  add  costs  to  the  amount  of  fifty  dollars  on  a  poor, 
young,  honest,  correct  man,  who  was  prepared  at  any  time  to  adjust  the 
claim,  upon  the  government  giving  him  the  credit  to  which  he  was 
entitled.  I  consider  this  an  insult  and  injury  upon  the  pec^le,  when 
hundreds  who  owe  thousands  of  dollars  roam  unmolested,  and  merely 
because  they  belong  to  the  dominant  party. 

'^  In  answer  to  your  last  inquiry,  I  say  I  am  acquainted  with  nearly  all 
of  the  signers  to  the  certificates  for  the  Stonebreakers,  and  know  them 
to  be  men  of  character  and  correct  habits.  Many  of  them  are  among 
the  oldest  and  best  citizens  of  the  county.  But  as  you  have  selected 
Mr.  Wallace  and  Kinkead,  I  must  add  my  testimony  to  their  character 
something  more  at  large.  Mr.  Wallace  served  in  the  Senate  of  this 
State,  and  was  selected  from  this  district,  and  he  has  ever  been  respected 
and  honoured  by  his  neighbours.  Mr.  Kinkead  has  been  for  many 
years  a  prominent  leader  of  the  old  Democratic  party,  and  is  still  a 
firm,  unyielding  supporter  of  Jeffersonian  Democracy,  and  was  up- 
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pouted  poBtmatter  at  YeUow  Springs  by  Preudent  MftdisOn,  and  hu 

held  that  appointment  ever  since,  until  he  was  removed  by  Mr.  Kendal, 

**  Thus  I  have  answered  as  briefly  and  as  candidly  as  possible  your 

inquiries ;  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  of  it  you  deem  prudent* 

**  With  expressions  of  regard, 

'*  I  am  respectfully  yours» 

"  JOHN  WILLIAMSON. 
'^  To  A.  Russel  and  B.  Bannan,  Esqrs,*^ 

**  Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  say,  from  the  documentary  evidence 
they  have  examined^  and  from  all  the  information  they  could  get  from 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Huntingdon  county,  lliat  the  charges 
published  in  tbe  Miners'  Journal  against  David  R.  Porter  are  sub* 
stantially  true ;  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  no  candid  and 
honest  man  can  go  to  Huntingdon,  and  make  the  same  examination  we 
did,  and  see  and  hear  the  same  amount  of  testimony  we  did,  can  come 
to  any  otber  conclusion.  If  we  saw  nothing  to  palliate  or  contradic 
the  charges ;  if  there  could  be  anything  produced  by  his  friends,  the 
fault  was  theirs — they  did  not  offer  us  anything:  we  therefore  take 
it  for  granted  they  bad  nothing  to  offer.  In  conclusion,  we  would 
merely  state,  that  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Ingram  did  not  examine  any 
of  the  bonds,  tbe  assignments  of  property,  the  evidences  of  debt  in 
Porter's  own  handwriting,  and  in  fact  all  the  principal  evidence  on 
which  tbe  charges  are  based,  nor  did  they  express  any  desire  to  us  to 
see  them  after  their  arrival  in  Huntingdon. 

^^  There  are  a  great  many  other  facts  which  came  to  our  knowledge 
after  our  arrival  in  Huntingdon,  which  might  be  embodied  in  this  re- 
port, but  its  great  length,  and  the  confident  belief  that  what  has  already 
been  stated,  is  sufficient  to  convince  any  candid  and  honest  man, 
desirous  of  correct  information,  of  the  truth  of  the  charges,  we  haye 
refrained  from  increasing  the  length  of  this  our  report. 

"  ANDREW  RUSSEL. 
«  BENJAMIN  BANNAN. 

"  Pbitsville,  Sept  29<A,  1838." 

Such,  my  Lord,  is  the  character  of  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
And  now  let  us  return  to  the  primary  meetings  to  which  he  owes  his 
election,  and  which  are  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  leaders ;  the  rest 
of  the  voters  being  satisfied  that  if  success  awaits  "  the  party  **  each 
voter  will  be  rewarded  according  to  his  electioneering  talents,  as  far  as 
the  spoils  will  go.  As  to  men  of  probity,  they  have  given  up  all  idea  of 
being  able  to  serve  their  country :  they  turn  from  the  scene  of  politics  with 
horror  and  disgust,  and  at  the  time  of  voting  are  to  be  found  by  their  own 

l2 
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firesides.  Indeed  the  govemmeiit  is  in  the  bands  of  Benseless,  chattering 
boys.  The  majority  of  them  are  positively  boys  in  point  of  experience  ; 
and  a  stranger  going  to  America  must  observe  that  such  boys  as  in  other 
countries  would  be  learning  to  get  their  own  living  by  labour  are  there 
learning  to  live^by  politics.  He  will  see  them  standing  at  tavern-doors,  or 
at  the  comer  of  streets,  rolling  cigars  from  one  side  of  their  mouths  to  the 
other,  while  discussing  the  *'  Presidential  question,"  the  '^  Gubernatorial 
question,"  or,  perhaps,  the  question  as  to  which  of  themselves  shall  Ibe 
sent  to  the  Assembly,  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  to  the  Senate,  at 
the  approaching  election.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  these  things,  I 
cannot  but  think  that  a  nation  governed  by  men  that  are  not  less  than 
forty  years  of  age,  would  be  much  happier  than  one  governed  by  those 
of  twenty-one.  **  Days  shall  speak,"  said  Job,  '^  and  multitude  of 
years  shall  teach  wisdom."  We  know  that  age  does  not  always  make 
a  man  wise,  but  experience  is  always  effectual  where  anything  can  be 
so  ;  and  it  is  rare  to  find  a  man  at  forty  that  is  not  wiser  than  he  was  at 
twenty,  and  consequently  more  fit  to  take  part  in  matters  upon  which 
the  fate  of  his  country  depends.  We  have  read  of  the  reign  of  Reho- 
boam,  and  of  the  consequences  of  his  taking  the  advice  of  the  young 
men  of  his  acquaintance,  instead  of  taking  counsel  of  the  old  men  that 
stood  before  'Solomon  his  father,  and  we  have  read  of  and  seen  many 
other  things,  tending  to  convince  us  that  age  is  necessary  to  govern ; 
but  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  read  or  seen  anything  that  had  a  tendency 
to  convince  me  of  the  contrary.  I  have  lately  had  put  into  my  j^gnds  a 
book,  "  Thoughts  on  Public  Trust,"  written  by  William  Dawson,  Esq. 
of  Frogdean,  in  Roxburghshire,  Scotland,  and  published  in  1805.  This 
book  contains  some  very  excellent  remarks  upon  the  subject  I  am  now 
speaking  of,  and  from  which  I  take  the  following : — 

**  Civilized  nations  in  general  thought  it  proper  to  refuse  individuals 
power  over  their  own  fortunes,  until  they  arrived  at  a  particular  age, 
*  supposing  that  their  passions  and  want  of  experience,  while  young, 
would  induce  t&em  to  spend  it  foolishly.  But  if  this  restraint  be 
necessary  in  the  private  affiiirs,  where  interest  operates  as  a  powerful 
check  upon  the  passions,  it  is  much  morer  necessary  to  continue  the 
trust,  where  interest,  in  place  of  being  a  check,  often  operates  as  a  spur 
to  the  passions. 

♦  ♦♦♦<«  ^g  tiiere  ^re  so  many  instances  of  young  persons, 
who,  in  a  few  years  after  their  majority,  spend  their  fortunes  and  ruin 
their  health,  from  the  want  of  experience,  and  from  the  violence  of 
their  passions,  their  own  interest  being  an  insufficient  check  to  prevent 
them,  nothing  can  appear  more  imprudent  than  to  entrust  such  persons 
with  the  magistracy,  or  even  with  the  right  of  voting. 

"  Would  it  not  be  prudent,  and  give  greater  steadiness  and  respects- 
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bility  to  national  deliberatious,  if  none  were  allowed  to  hold  any  magis^ 
tracy,  or  to  vote  for  any  public  oflScer,  until  they  were  forty  years  of 
age  ?  Such  a  regulation  would  very  much  lessen  the  number  of  voters 
without  injuring  the  right  of  any  class ;  and  would  put  the  magistracy, 
the  election  and  control  of  public  agents,  and  voting  on  laws,  into  the 
hands  of  men,  who,  from  having  cooler  passions  and  more  experience, 
are  best  qualified  for  such  important  trust.'* 

The  reformer,  I  think,  might  read  these  **  Thoughts  on  Public  Trust" 
to  some  advantage.  But,  my  Lord,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  try  to  show 
what  is  best  to  be  done  by  way  of  reform  ;  I  only  intend  to  hold  up 
the  United  States  of  America  as  a  beacon,  hoping  that  all  reformers  will 
avoid  it,  whatever  other  way  they  steer. 

I  now  b^  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  Appendix,  which  yfill  be 
sufficient,  I  trust,  to  satisfy  every  thinking  man  that  it  is  just  and  pro- 
per for  the  good  of  nations  that  such  a  beacon  should  be  exhibited. 
Trusting  in  this,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say  more,  except  that 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Lordship's 
Very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 
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ON   THE   CONDUCT  OF  THE    REPUBLICANS    OF    THE    UNITED  STATES   TO 

THE    AMERICAN   INDIANS. 

To  the  Right  Hcmmrable  the  Lord  Brougham^  Sfc. 

Mt  Lord,  Bishop* s  Itchington^  Sept.  2, 1839. 

The  following  remarks  and  extracts  from  public  documents, 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  North  American  republicans  to  the 
Indian  aborigines,  were  written  and  collected  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1838,  the  author  being  then  resident  in  Philadelphia.  I  did  not  at 
that  time  intend  to  address  the  letter  to  your  Lordsbip,  which  circum- 
stance may  account  for  the  familiar  manner*  in  which  I  have  written. 
As,  however,  your  Lordship,  I  am  sure,  cares  little  for  style  or  manner 
BO  long  as  important  facts  are  adduced,  I  shall  present  the  letter  to  you 
as  it  was  originally  written  without  any  alteration. 

I  believe,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  no  government  of  whatever  form  has 
ever  evinced  so  much  cruelty  and  injustice  as  has  the  republic  of  the 
United  States  to  the  American  Indians.  This  you  [will  find  is  an 
opinion  that  the  government  at  one  time  held  itself;  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  I  hope,  he  called  to  account  for  having  stated  that  which  their 
own  public  documents  acknowledge,  which  documents  I  am  about  to 
lay  before  you. 

I  cannot,  of  course,  in  a  letter,  pretend  to  give  a  history  of  the 
treatment  of  the  Indians  from  the  first  landing  of  the  white  man  in 
their  country ;  but  I  can  and  will  begin  with  the  first  act  that  caused 
me  to  think  of  their  wrongs,  and  to  distrust  the  virtue  and  honesty  of 
republican  government.  This  act  was  committed  by  the  state  of  Georgia 
in  the  year  1825,  being  one  year  after  I  arrived  in  America.  It  appears 
that  an  agreement  had  been  made  in  the  year  1802  between  Georgia 
and  the  United  States,  that  the  latter  should  purchase  and  give  ta  the 
former  the  land  belonging  to  the  Indicms,  and  lying  within  the  boundaries 
of  that  state.  This  was  to  be  done  when  the  Indians  should  become 
willing  to  part  with  it  peaceably  and  on  reasonable  terms.  You  will 
think  this  a  strange  sort  of  an  agreement,  for  two  parties  to  be  trucking 
away,  from  one  to  the  other,  the  lands  of  a  third  party,  without  the  third 
party's  knowledge  or  consent.    Years  passed  away  and  nothing  was 
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done  in  this  matter,  when  the  Georgians  became  very  impatient  for  the 
possession  of  the  land,  and  they  formed  a  plan  to  obtain  it.  They  got 
about  half  a  dozen  of  the  hailf  blooded,  profligate  Indians  to  assume  the 
right  of  selling  this  land  to  the  United  States :  the  bargain  was  accord- 
ingly made ;  the  Indian  nation,  consisting  of  many  thousands,  knowing 
nothing  at  all  of  the  transaction,  till  after  it  was  executed.  And  when 
these  treacherous  Indians  returned  to  their  homes,  they  were  put  to 
death  for  their  conduct,  and  their  acts,  of  course,  were  not  acknowledged 
by  the  nation ;  their  relations,  expecting  the  same  fate,  wrote  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  for  protection  ;  and  the  following  is  a 
copy  of  their  letter,  which  letter  will  give  you  a  good  idea  of  treaty- 
making  between  the  republicans  and  the  Indians  of  North  America. 

"  Sir,  "  Washington,  May  17,  1825. 

*'  We  have  come  to  request  our  father,  the  president,  to  protect  us 
against  a  hostile  party  of  Indians,  as  was  promised  by  the  commis-* 
sioners  at  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  when  we  ceded  the  lands  to 
the  United  States. 

*'  The  commissioners  gave  us  a  good  talk  from  our  father  the  pre- 
sident. They  told  us  that  you  were  bound  by  the  compact  of  1802 
to  procure  our  lands  for  the  state  of  (Georgia.  We  listened  to  the  talk 
of  our  father,  and  did  all  he  desired.  We  made  a  foir  treaty  for  the  sale 
of  our  lands,  which  publicly  passed  the  Senate,  and  was  ratified  by 
our  father  the  president. 

"  Since  then  a  hostile  party  has  attacked  the  house  of  our  father, 
General  Mcintosh,  and  killed  him  and  Etome  Tustunnuggee. 

"  The  commissioners  told  us  that  you  would  protect  us  against  any 
attempt  to  injure  us ;  and  also,  that  you  would  send  a  garrison  to 
Cattahoochie  river  to  prevent  any  encroachment  on  omr  land,  before  we 
removed  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This  never  was  done,  and  we  did  not 
ask  for  it,  because  it  was  not  thought  necessary.  Now  we  need  as- 
sistance, and  claim  a  performance  of  your  promise. 

"  We  ask  to  have  revenge  for  our  blood,  spilt  by  a  hostile  party  of 
Indians ;  and  that  the  murder  of  our  father.  General  Mcintosh,  and 
Etome  Tustunnuggee,  may  be  investigated,  and  the  ringleaders  pu- 
nished. 

**  Without  your  assistance  we  cannot  settle  our  disputes.  We  ask 
you  to  investigate  them,  and  to  aid  in  removing  our  difficulties. 

•*  We  now  look  for  your  protection  as  it  was  promised  by  the  com- 
missioners. Without,  we  cannot  prepare  to  go  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
About  one  thousand  troops  will  be  necessary. 

«•  If  our  father,  the  president,  does  not  protect  his  red  children,  we  shall 
be  oppressed,  and  many  of  vm  will  be  killed.  We  hope  he  will  not  deny  us 
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hit  protection,  as  prcnaiBed  by  the  commissionera.    We  have  trusted  to 
lits  promise,  and  think  he  will  not  deceive  us. 

^'  Chilly  MgIntosh. 

"  iNTULLASKTMclNTosa,  his  (X  )  maik. 

**  Ben  Daulawaz,  his  (X)  mark. 

**  Jim  Daulawza,  his  (X  )  mark. 
.   *^  To  the  Hon,  James  Barbour^  Secretary  of  War^* 

The  president,  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  laid  before  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  in  1826,  a  document,  in  which,  much  to  his  honour, 
speaking  of  this  villanous  treaty,  he.  said —  I 

*Mt  was  transmitted  to  me  from  the  Senate  on  the  5th  of  March,  and 
rati6ed  in  full  confidence,  yielded  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  under  a  firm  belief,  founded  on  the  journals  of  the  commission* 
ers  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  expressed  statements  in  the  letter 
of  one  of  them  to  the  then  secretary  of  war,  that  it  had  been  concluded 
with  a  large  majority  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  with  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  immediate  acquiescence  by  the  remainder.  This 
expectation  has  not  merely  been  disappointed,  but  the  first  measures  for 
carrying  the  treaty  into  execution  had  scarcely  been  taken,  when  the  two 
principal  chiefs  who  had  signed  it  fell  victims  to  the  exasperation  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  nation ;  and  their  families  and  dependents,  far  from 
being  able  to  execute  the  engagements  on  their  part,  fled  for  life,  safety, 
and  subsistence,  from  the  territories  which  they  had  assumed  to  cede 
to  our  own.  Yet,  in  this  fugitive  condition,  and  whilst  subsisting  on 
the  bounty  of  the  United  States,  they  have  been  found  advancing  pre- 
tensions to  receive  exclusively  to  themselves  the  whole  of  the  sums  sti- 
pulated by  the  commissioners  in  payment  for  all  the  lands  of  the  Creek 
nation  which  were  ceded  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  And  they  have 
claimed  the  stipulation  of  the  eighth  article,  that  the  United  States 
would  *  protect  the  emigrating  party  against  the  encroachments  of  all 
others,'  as  an  engagement  by  which  the  United  States  were  bound  to 
become  the  instruments  of  their  vengeance,  and  to  inflict  upon  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Creek  nation  the  punishment  of  Indian  retribution,  to  gratify 
the  vindictive  fury  of  an  impotent  and  helpless  minority  of  their  own 
tribes." 

The  president,  Mr.  Adams,  then  recommends  that,  under  this  state  of 
things,  the  treaty  be  not  enforced;  as  to  do  so  would  be  to  *'  extort  from 
them  a  bargain,  of  which  the  advantages  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
could  only  be  purchased  by  hardship  on  theirs.'' 

There  was  a  great  deal  said  and  done  at  that  time  on  this  subject,  but 
the  public  documents  amply  show  the  vile  proceedings  that  were  resorted 
to  by  avaricious  men.    They  had  laid  their  plans  to  get  the  land  in  spite 
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of  its  owneiBy  and  in  spite  of  the  laws.  The  Indian  nation  did  not 
choose  to  sell ;  so  a  few  of  their  vile  stragglers  were,  by  temptation  uid 
persuasion,  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  assume  a  right  to  their  whole  coun* 
try,  containing  thirteen  thousuid  or  more  inhabitants,  living  under  a  well* 
organised  government,  infinitely  more  civilised  than  the  scoundrels  that 
so  eagerly  desired  to  rob  them  of  their  country ;  and  which  would  have 
been  effected  through  blood  and  slaughter,  had  it  not  been  for  a  few 
humane  men  at  Washington,  who  made  inquiry  into  the  affair,  and  found 
that  their  own  commissioners  had  knowingly  treated  with  Indians  who 
had  no  right  nor  power  whatever  to  treat;  and  the  above  letter  of 
the  base  Indian  traitors  shows  all  this.  They  were  promised  protection 
against  the  wrath  of  their  injured  countrymen  if  they  woi^d  cede  the 
land.  The  commissioners  gave  them  good  talk : — they  listened  to  the 
talk,  but  they  finally  found  that,  in  their  case,  there  was  no  honour 
among  thieves,  and  that  they  were  left  to  shift  for  themselves ;  and  in- 
stead of  receiving  the  price  of  the  land  exclusively  to  themselves,  they 
received  the  ball  and  the  tomahawk. 

The  refusal  of  the  general  government  to  carry  out  the  plans  so 
enraged  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  that  he  insisted  upon  having  the  land, 
and  prepared  to  survey  it  under  force'of  arms.  He  threatened  to  with* 
draw  from  the  Uniun,  and  he  ended  one  of  his  messages  as  follows : — 
'^  I  entreat  you  [that  is,  the  people  of  Georgia]  therefore  most  earnestly 
now,  that  it  is  not  too  late,  to  step  forth,  and,  having  exhausted  the  argu- 
ment, to  stand  by  your  arms."  The  cause  of  all  this  was,  that  the 
"  vitiated  restless  speculators"  had  just  got  a  lot  of  new  banks,  with 
the  notes  of  which  they  wanted  to  be  gambling  and  speculating  in  the 
poor  Indians'  lands ;  and  their  influence  was  suj£cient  to  cause  their 
government  to  take  these  rash  steps  to  accomplish  their  object  If  they 
could  have  got  the  land,  their  intention  was,  first  to  gamble  it  away  by 
lottery,  and  to  pay  for  the  tickets  with  the  new  bank  notes.  The  Gover- 
nor of  Georgia,  Troup,  in  the  same  document  from  which  the  above 
extract  was  taken,  says — 

''  Since  you  were  last  in  session  much  of  anxiety  and  concern  have 
been  manifested  for  all  the  interests  connected  with  the  bank  of  Darien. 
The  origin  of  the  excitement,  and  consequent  depreciation  of  the  paper 
of  that  institution  may  be  considered  a  fit  subject  of  investigation.  The 
report  of  a  committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  state  of  its  affairs,  hav- 
ing been  received  and  adopted  by  you,  left,  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
the  solvency  of  the  bank  indisputable.  When,  on  a  subsequent  occa- 
sion, it  became  necessary  for  the  executive  to  pass  an  order  connected 
with  this  depreciation  and  the  administration  of  the  finances,  I  did  not 
hesitate  so  to  act  as  to  confirm  the  order  both  to  your  expressed  opinion 
and  the  practice  of  the  treasury.    As  no  change  has  been  made  in  the 
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condition  of  the  institution,  I  would  suffer  none  to  be  made  in  tbe  pay-* 
ment  and  receipts  of  its  Mils  at  the  treasury  until  you  should  order 
otherwise;  and  whilst  I  would  not  permit  any  measure  to  be  taken 
which  would  be  construed  into  depreciation  at  the  treasury,  I  would 
suffer  none  that  would  have  the  least  effect  to  embarrass  the  operations 
of  the  other  institutions :  and  this  was  the  more  proper,  because  the 
difficulties  of  the  one  institution  might  be  ascribable,  in  some  degree,  to 
remissness  or  indiscretion  in  the  management,  which  it  was  certainly 
not  entitled  to  in  favour ;  whilst  the  operation  at  the  treasury  still  conti- 
nues favourable  to  it,  inasmuch  as  the  receipts  and  payments  being  con- 
fined to  Darien  bills,  and  the  receipts  exceeding  the  payment,  there 
would  be  cAistant  accumulation  of  such  bills,  and,  consequently,  a  sub- 
traction to  that  amount  from  the  circulation  of  the  country. 

**  In  every  other  State  of  the  Union,  where  bank  credit  has  been  sus- 
tained, these  institutions  mutually  aid  and  assist  each  other,  and,  by  har- 
monious co-operation,  maintain,  unimpaired,  the  circulating  medium  of 
that  State.  Those  of  Georgia  must  profit  by  this  wise  example.  Inte- 
rest and  credit  are  not  to  be  found  in  rivalry  and  discord ;  and  it  is  sin- 
cerely hoped  and  believed  that,  in  this  instance,  conflicting  opinions  have 
been  the  result  of  misapprehension  or  mistake.  The  great  institution  of 
the  United  States  keeps  them  all  in  check,  and  should,  at  the  same 
time,  keep  them  all  in  union." 

Here  we  have  an  acknowledgment  that  the  government  existed  only 
to  enable  these  rascals  to  plunder  the  people.  See  how  he  talks  of  the 
"  institutions,'*  and  of  the  propriety  of  taking  their  notes,  depreciated 
or  not.  The  "  institutions'*  must  be  aided  and  protected.  No  doubt 
Troup  himself,  and  most  of  the  Assembly,  were  men  to  whom  the  "  in- 
stitutions" belonged ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  governor 
should  inform  the  representatives  that  "  whilst  he  would  not  permit  any 
measures  to  be  taken  which  would  be  construed  into  depreciation  at  the 
treasury,  he  would  suffer  none  that  would  have  the  least  effect  to  embar- 
rass the  operations  of  other  institutions."  When  one  sees  that,  thirteen 
years  back,  this  system  had  become  so  powerful,  and  that  it  has  been 
spreading  its  influence  wider  and  wider  ever  since,  it  is  no  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  honest  and  industrious  people  should  be  ground  down,  as  they 
now  are.  These  "  harmonious  co-operating  institutions"  will  finally 
dissolve  the  Union ;  and  they  would  have  done  it  at  that  time,  if  the 
courage  of  their  members  had  been  equal  to  their  baseness.  But  the 
United  States  sent  one  of  their  generals,  at  the  head  of  troops  sufficient 
to  protect  the  Indians  against  the  ruthless  and  restless  Georgian  vil- 
lains, who  were  standing  by  their  arms,  ready  for  the  conflict.  Here, 
then,  was  the  governor  and  the  president  fairly  pitted.  The  eyes  of  the 
whole  country  were  upon  them ;  and  an  account  of  a  battle,  of  the  killed. 
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wounded,  prisonerB,  and  other  "  circumstance  of  glorious  war,"  expected 
to  arrive  by  every  post,  by  those  who  believed  that  when  the  "  Csesars" 
had  resolved,  they  would  certainly  execute.  By  those  who  had  been 
bred  up  to  consider  pledges  as  sacred,  and  never  to  look  upou  or  respect 
a  man  that  had  broken  his  promise,  such  men  could  see  no  possibility  of 
the  backing-out  of  the  vahant  Governor  Troup ;  but,  on  beholding  the 
gleaming  bayonets  of  his  adversary,  he  quickly  drew  himself  into  his 
shell,  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since.  But,  without  his  further 
assistance,  there  have  been  villains  enough  found,  from  one  quarter  or 
other,  to  drive  the  poor  Indians  from  their  natural  inheritance. 

There  are  several  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  different  states  and  terri- 
tories, and  the  treatment  towai^ds  them  all,  by  the  Americans,  has  been 
unmerciful  and  cruel  in  the  extreme.  It  would  be  to  extend  my  re- 
marks too  fiir,  however,  were  I  to  notice  the  whole  of  them,  I  will, 
therefore,  notice  more  generally  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokees,  which  may, 
as  far  as  the  barbarity  towards  them  goes,  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole; 
and  what  that  barbarity  consists  of  will  b.e  shown  by  the  following 
short  extract  from  an  official  document,  independent  of  what  might  be 
learnt  from  the  suffering  party. 

The  document  alluded  to  is  a  report  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Barbour,  of  the  United  States  War  Department,  relative  to  the  "  Pre- 
servation and  Civilisation  of  the  Indian  tribes.*'  It  is  dated  February 
3, 1826,  and  is  addressed  to  the  Hon.  John  Cocke,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  India  Affairs. 

After  some  general  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  Indians^  past  and 
present,  Mr.  Barbour  proceeds  to  observe  that  *'  on  one  side  are  seen  a 
great  people  familiar  with  arts  and  arms,  whose  energies  are  increased 
by  union,  and  directed  by  an  efficient  government ;  on  the  other,  a  few 
ignorant  and  divided  tribes  of  barbarians.  It  is  necessary  only  for  the 
former  to  express  its  will,  to  receive  or  enforce  immediate  submission 
from  the  latter.  The  suggestions  of  policy  or  necessity  should  no  longer 
stifle  the  claims  of  justice  and  humanity. 

"  Missionaries  are  sent  among  them  to  enlighten  their  minds,  by 
imbuing  them  with  religious  impressions.  Schools  have  been  established 
by  the  aid  of  private  as  well  as  public  donations,  for  the  instruction  of 
their  youths.  They  have  been  persuaded  to  abandon  the  chase — to 
locate  themselves,  and  become  cultivators  of  the  soil :  implements  of 
husbandry  and  domestic  animals  have  been  presented  them;  and  all 
these  things  have  been  done,  accompanied  with  professions  of  a  disin- 
terested solicitude  for  their  happiness.  Yielding  to  these  temptations, 
some  of  them  have  reclaimed  the  forest,  planted  their  orchards,  and 
erected  houses,  not  only  for  their  abode,  but  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  for  religious  worship.    And,  when  they  have  so  done,  you 
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send  your  Bgent  to  tell  them  they  mudt  surrender  their  country  to  the 
white  man,  and  re-commit  them  to  some  new  desert,  and  substitute  as 
the  means  of  their  subsistence  the  precarious  chase  for  the  certainty  of 
cultivation.  The  love  of  our  native  land  is  implanted  in  every  human 
bosom,  whether  he  roams  the  wilderness,  or  is  found  in  the  highest  state 
of  civilization.  This  attachment  increases  with  the  comforts  of  our 
country :  it  is  strongest  when  our  comforts  are  the  fruits  of  our  own  ex- 
ertions. We  have  imparted  this  feeling  to  many  of  the  tribes  by  our 
own  measures.  Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  that  they  hear  with 
unmixed  indignation  of  what  seems  to  them  our  ruthless  purpose  of 
expelling  them  from  their  country,  thus  endeared  ?  They  see  that  our  pro- 
fessions are  insincere ;  that  our  promises  have  been  broken ;  that  the 
happiness  of  the  Indian  is  a  cheap  sacrifice  to  the  acquisition  of  new 
lands;  and,  when  attempted  to  be  soothed  by  an  assurance  that  the 
country  to  which  we  propose  to  send  them  is  desirable,  they  emphati- 
cally ask  us,  What  new  pledges  can  you  give  us  that  we  shall  not  agaia 
be  exiled  when  it  is  your  wish  to  possess  these  lands  ?  It  is  easier  to 
state  than  to  answer  this  question.'* 

Is  it  not  enough  to  make  one  hang  one*s  head  with  shame,  when  we 
consider  that  we  form  a  part  of  a  community  that  acts  so  dishonestly, 
unmanly,  and  cowardly,  towards  a  people  that,  in  the  first  place,  when 
they  were  powerful  and  strong  behaved  so  kind  and  generous  towards 
our  forefathers  ?  Are  we  a  brave  people?  We  have  taken  advantage 
of  their  kindness,  got  hold  of  their  country ;  and  now  that  circum- 
stances have  thrown  them  altogether  into  our  power,  shall  we  call  our- 
selves "  a  great  people,  familiar  with  arts  and  arms,''  while,  to  use  the 
words  of  our  own  government,  "  We  drive  this  remnant  of  natives 
from  the  ocean  to  the  mountains,  from  the  mountains  to  the  more  in- 
hospitable recesses,  till  a  wretched  fragment  only  survives  of  the 
numerous  hordes  once  inhabiting  this  country,  whose  portion  is  to 
brood  in  grief  over  their  past  misfortunes,  or  to  look  in  despair  on  the 
approaching  catastrophe  of  their  impending  ruin?"  Shall  we  call 
ourselves  brave,  virtuous,  and  withal  "  pious,"  when  we  recognise 
power  as  the  only  standard  of  right ;  and  fraud  and  force  as  perfectly 
legitimate  in  the  acquisition  of  territory  ?  The  Secretary  of  War  teUs 
us,  that  *•  we  are  a  great  people ;"  that  we  have  an  "  efficient  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  Indians  are  ignorant  and  barbarous."  How  a  people 
can  be  said  to  be  '*  great,"  that  have  done  those  things  which  his  docu- 
ment says  they  have  done,  for  my  part  I  cannot  understand,  unless  he 
meant  to  say  that  they  are  great  rogues,  great  murderers,  and  great 
cowards.  Certainly,  if  what  he  states  in  his  official  paper  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  and  goes  to  prove  anything,  it  proves  these  facts  and 
nothing  else.    And  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  government,  if  it  be  effi^ 
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cientf  why  does  it  not  effectually  protect  these  poor  creatures  against  the 
avarice  of  these  merciless  speculators  ? 

Missionaiies,  too,  are  sent  among  them  to  **  enlighten  their  minds," 
hy  imhihing  them  with  religious  impressions — schools  have  heen  esta- 
blished, puhlic  donations  have  been  given;  they  have  'been  persuaded 
to  abandon  the  chase,  to  become  cultivators  of  the  soil ;  and  they 
yielded  to  the  temptations — reclaimed  the  forest,  planted  their  orchards, 
erected  their  houses  and  places  for  the  administration  of  justice  and 
for  religious  worship ;  and,  says  the  secretary,  when  they  had  so  done, 
you,  the  government,  and  your  agents,  tell  them  they  must  surrender  their 
country  to  the  white  men,  and  re-commit  them  to  some  new  desert. 
Then,  he  asks,  if  it  can  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  the  Indians  hear, 
with  unmixed  indignation,  of  what  seems  to  them  our  ruthless  purpose 
of  expelling  them  from  their  country  ?  They  see,  says  he,  that  our 
professions  are  insincere,  that  our  promises  have  been  broken,  that  the 
happiness  of  the  Indian  is  a  cheap  sacrifice  to  the  acquisition  of  new 
lands ;  and  when  attempted  to  be  soothed  by  an  assurance  that  the 
country  to  which  we  propose  to  send  them  is  desirable,  they  emphatically 
ask  us,  what  new  pledges  can  we  give  them  that  they  shall  not  again 
be  exiled  when  it  is  our  wish  to  possess  their  lands  ?  and,  says  he,  it  is 
easier  to  state  than  to  answer  this  question.  Then,  he  adds, ''  that  this 
government  is  continually  pressed  with  applications,  from  New  York 
to  Arkansas,  to  adopt  measures  to  extinguish  the  Indian  titles  to  their 
lands,  and  to  remove  them."  But,  do  you  read  the  extract  from  this 
official  document  over  again,  and  you  will  find  that  it  contains  all  that 
could  be  asked  as  evidence  to  prove  that  these  republicans,  as  a  nation, 
are  the  most  savage  and  depraved  of  human  beings. 

These  devils  incarnate  are  now  busily  at  work,  and  another  fraudu- 
lent treaty  has  been  matured  by  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  But  I  will 
let  our  worthy  newspaper  editors  tell  the  story :  it  suits  their  purpose, 
sometimes,  to  tell  the  truth  and  to  advocate  justice ;  it  is  when  they 
have  some  other  wholesale  system  of  plunder  in  view,  that  in  their 
opinion  may  be  advanced  by  this  line  of  conduct.  The  following  re- 
marks are  taken  ^om  a  United  States  paper  of  May  5,  1838.  The 
public  document  which  follows  will  speak  for  itself  :— 

Cherokee  Wrongs. 
**  It  may  be  too  late  to  benefit  the  poor  Cherokees  by  publishing  the 
recitals  of  wrongs  done  them  by  our  government,  which  has  ceased  to 
be  just  or  humane  towards  the  red  man ;  but  the  facts  should  be 
known,  that  at  least  the  tear  of  sympathy  may  be  excited,  though  it  be 
unavailing.  The  following  is  part  of  a  memorial  of  John  Ross,  and 
seven  other  Cherokees,  presented  to  Congress  in  June,  1836.— About 
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1833  the  Cherokee  lands  were  parcelled  out  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Georgia  by  lottery,  and  those  portions  which  had  been  cultivated  by 
the  Indians  were  eagerly  sought  after  by  speculators,  and  purchased 
of  those  who  were  so  lucky  as  to  draw  these  prizes.  The  extracts  fol- 
lowing describe  the  manner  in  which  some  of  the  Cherokees  were 
driven  from  their  homes  and  cultivated  lands,  to  make  room  for  these 
craven  speculators.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  for 
which  this  nation  deserves  the  judgment  of  Heaven,  it  is  for  their  cruel 
•—their  more  than  barbarous^  treatment  of  the  Indians. 

**Mr.  John  Ross,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  was  at  Wash- 
ington city  on  the  business  of  his  nation.    When  he  returned,  he 
travelled  till  about  10  o'clock  at  night  to  reach  his  family ;  rode  up 
to  his  gate ;  saw  a  servant,  believed  to  be  his  own ;  dismounted,  ordered 
his  horse  to  be  taken ;  went  in,  and,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  found 
himself  a  stranger  in  his  own  house,  his  family  having  been  some  days 
before  driven  out  to  seek  a  new  home.    A  thought  then  flitted  across 
his  mind  that  he  could  not,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  his  situation, 
reconcile  it  to  himself  to  tarry  all  night  imder  the  roof  of  his  own 
house  as  a  stranger ;  the  new  host  of  that  house  being  a  tenant  of  that 
mercenary  band  of  Greorgia  speculators,  at  whose  instance  his  helpless 
family  had  been  turned  out  and  made  homeless.     Upon  reflecting, 
however,  that  *  man  is  bom  unto  trouble,'  Mr.  Ross  at  once  concluded 
to  take  up  lodgings  there  for  the  night,  and  to  console  himself  under 
the  conviction  of  having  met  his  afflictions  and  trials  in  a  manner  con* 
sistent  with  every  principle  of  moral  obligation  towards  himself  and 
family,  his  country,  and  his  God.     On  the  next  morning  he  arose  early 
and  went  out  into  the  yard,  and  saw  some  straggling  herds  of  his 
cattle  and  sheep  browsing  about  the  place.     His  crop  of  com  undis- 
posed of.     In  casting  a  look  up  into  the  wide-spreading  branches  of  a 
majestic  oak,  standing  within  the  enclosure  of  the  garden,  and  which 
overshadows  the  spot  where  lie  the  remains  of  his  dear  babe   and 
most  beloved  and  aflectionate  father,  he  there  saw  perched  upon  its 
boughs  the  flock  of  beautiful  pea-fowls,  once  the  matron's  care  and 
delight,  but  now  left  to  destruction  and  never  more  to  be  seen.     He 
ordered  his  horse,  paid  his  bill,  and  departed  in  search  of  his  family. 
After  travelling  amid  heavy  rains,  he  had  the  happiness  of  overtaking 
them  on  the  road  bound  for  some  place  of  refuge  within  the  limits  of 
Tennessee.     Thus  have  his  houses,  farm,  public  ferries,  and  other 
property,  been  seized  and  wrested  from  him. 

''  Mr.  Richard  Taylor  was  also  at  Washington,  and,  in  his  absence, 
his  &mily  was  threatened  with  expulsion,  and  compelled  to  give  two 
hundred  dollars  for  leave  to  remain  at  home  for  a  few  months  only. 
This  is  the  ^*  real  humanity  "  the  Cherokees  were  shown  by  the  real  or 
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pretended  authorities  of  Georgia,  *  disaYowing  any  selfish  or  sinister 
motives  towards  them*' 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Vann,  also  a  native  Cherokee,  was  a  man  of  great  wealth, 
had  about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  cultivation ;  had  made  exten- 
sive improvements,  consisting  in  part  of  a  brick  house  costing  ten 
thousand  dollars,  mills,  kitchen,  negro-houses,  and   other  buildings. 
He  had  fine  gardens,  and  extensive  apple  and  peach  orchards.     His 
business  was  so  extensive,  he  was  compelled  to  employ  an  overseer  and 
other  agents.    Tn  the  fall  of  1833  he  was  called  from  home,  but,  before 
leaving,  made  a  conditional  contract  with  a  Mr.  Howell,  a  white  man, 
to  oversee  for  him  in  the  year  1834,  to  commence  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
of  that  year.     He  returned  about  the  28th  or  29th  of  December,  1833, 
and,  learning  Georgia  had  prohibited  any  Cherokee  from  hiring  a  white 
man,  told  Mr.  Howell  he  did  not  want  his  services.     Yet  Mr.  Bishop, 
the  state  agent,  represented  to  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  that  Mr. 
Vann  had  violated  the  laws  of  the  state,  by  hiring  a  white  man,  had 
forfeited  his  right  of  occupancy,  and  that  a  grant  ought  to  issue  for  his 
lands.    There  were  conflicting  claims  under  Georgia  for  his  possessions. 
A  Mr.  Riley  pretended  a  claim,  and  took  possession  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  dwelling-house,  armed  for  battle.    Mr.  Bishop,  the  state  agent, 
and  his  party,  came  to  take  possession,  and  between  them  and  Riley  a 
fight  commenced,  and  from  twenty  to  fifty  guns  were  fired  in  the 
house.     While  this  was  going  on,  Mr.  Vann  gathered  his  trembling 
wife  and  children  into  a  room  for  safety.     Riley  could  not  be  dislodged 
from  his  position  up  stairs,  even  after  being  wounded,  and  Bishop's 
party  finally  set  fire  to  the  house.     Riley  surrendered,  and  the  fire  was 
extinguished.    Mr.  Vann  and  his  family  were  then  driven  out,  unpre- 
pared in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  snow  upon  the  ground,  through  which 
they  were  compelled  to  wade,  and  to  take  shelter  within  the  limits  of 
Tennessee,  in  an  open  log  cabin,  upon  a  dirty  floor,  and  Bishop  put  his 
brother  Absalom  in  possession  of  Mr.  Vann's  house.     This  Mr.  Vann 
is  the  same  who,  when  a  boy,  volunteered  as  a  private  soldier  in  the 
Cherokee  regiment,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Creek 
war,  perilled  his  life  in  crossing  the  river  at  the  battle  of  the  Horse  Shoe. 
What  has  been  his  reward  ?  " 

•*  The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  Cherokee  Delegation  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled^  February 
22d,  1837. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  * 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
*^  The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  undersigned,  a  delegation  appointed 
by  the  Cherokee  nation  in  full  council,  respectfully  showeth— • 
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**  On  former  occasions  we  have  in  much  detail  laid  hefore  you  the  pro- 
minent facts  of  our  case.  We  have  reminded  you  of  our  long  and 
intimate  connexion  with  the  United  States ;  of  the  scenes  of  peril  and 
difficulty  which  we  have  shared  in  common ;  of  the  friendship  which 
had  so  long  been  generously  proffered  and  affectionately  and  gratefully 
accepted  ;  of  the  aids  which  were  supplied  us  in  promoting  our  advance- 
ment in  the  arts  of  civilized  life ;  of  the  political  principles  which  we 
had  imbibed  of; the  religious  faith  we  have  been  taught. 

•*  We  have  called  your  attention  to  the  progress  which,  under  your 
auspices,  we  have  made  ;  to  the  improvements  which  have  marked  our 
social  and  individual  state;  our  lands  brought  into  cultivation;  our 
natural  resources  developed;  our  farms,  workshops,  and  fiactories, 
approximating  in  character  and  value  to  those  of  our  brethren  whose 
example  we  had  diligently  imitated. 

"  A  smooth  and  beautiful  prospect  of  future  advancement  was  open 
before  us.  Our  people  had  abandoned  the  pursuits,  the  habits,  and  the 
tastes  of  the  savage,  and  had  put  on  the  vestments  of  civilization,  of 
intelligence,  and  of  a  pure  religion.  The  progress  we  had  made 
furnished  us  with  the  most  assured  hopes  of  continued  improvement, 
and  we  indulged  in  the  anticipation,  that  the  time  was  not  far  distant 
when  we  should  be  recognised  on  the  footing  of  equality  by  the  brethren 
from  whom  we  had  received  all  which  we  were  now  taught  to  prize. 

'*  This  promise  of  a  golden  sunshine  is  now  overspread.  Clouds  and 
darkness  have  obscured  its  brilliancy.  The  winds  are  beginning  to 
mutter  their  awful  forebodings;  the  tempest  is  gathering  thick  and 
heavy  over  our  heads,  and  threatens  to  burst  upon  us  with  terrific 
energy  and  overwhelming  ruin. 

•'  In  this  season  of  calamity,  where  can  we  turn  with  hope  or  confidence  ? 
On  all  former  occasions  of  peril  or  of  doubt,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  spread  over  us  its  broad  and  paternal  shield.  It  invited 
us  to  seek  an  asylum  and  a  protection  under  its  mighty  arm.  It 
assisted  us  with  its  encouragement  and  advice ;  it  soothed  us  with  its 
consoling  assurances ;  it  inspired  us  with  hope,  and  gave  us  a  feeling  of 
confidence  and  security. 

"  But,  alas !  this,  our  long-cherished  friend,  seems  now  to  be  alienated 
from  us :  this,  our  father,  has  raised  his  arm  to  inflict  the  hostile  blow : 
this  strength,  so  long  our  protection,  is  now  exerted  against  us,  and  on 
the  wide  scene  of  existence  no  human  aid  is  left  us.  Unless  you  avert 
your  arm,  we  are  destroyed.  Unless  your  feelings  of  affection>  and 
compassion  are  once  more  awakened  towards  your  destitute  and  de- 
spairing children,  our  annihilation  is  complete. 

**  It  is  a  natural  inquiry,  among  all  who  commiserate  our  situation. 
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wbat  are  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  disastrous  revolution, — ^to 
tins  entire  change  of  relations?  By  what  agency  have  such  results 
been  accomplished  ? 

**  We  have  asked,  and  we  reiterate  the  question,  how  have  we  offended  ? 
Show  us  in  what  manner  we  have,  however  unwittingly,  inflicted  upon 
you  a  wrong ;  you  shall  yourselves  be  the  judges  of  the  extent  and 
manner  of  compensation.  Show  us  the  offence  which  has  awakened 
your  feelings  of  justice  against  us,  and  we  will  submit  to  that  measure 
of  punishment  which  you  shall  tell  us  we  have  merited.  We  cannot 
bring  to  our  recollections  anything  we  have  done,  or  anything  we  have 
omitted,  calculated  to  awaken  yt)ur  resentment  against  us. 

"  But  we  are  told  that  a  treaty  has  been  made,  and  all  that  is  required 
at  our  hands  is  to  comply  with  its  stipulations.     Will  the  faithful 
historian,  who  shall  hereafter  record  our  lamentable  fate,  say  the 
Cherokee  nation  executed  a  treaty  by  which  they  freely  and  absolutely 
ceded  the  country  in  which  they  were  born  and  educated, — the  property 
they  had  been  industriously  accumulating  and  improving,  and  abandon- 
ing the  high  road  by  which  they  had  been  advancing  from  savageism, 
had  precipitated  themselves  into  worse  than  their  pristine  degradation  ? 
Will  not  the  reader  of  such  a  narrative  require  the  most  ample  proof 
before  he  will  credit  such  a  story  ?     Will  he  not  inquire  where  was  the 
kind  and  parental  guardian  who  had  heretofore  aided  the  weak,  assisted 
the  forlorn,  instructed  the  ignorant,  and  elevated  the  depressed?   Where 
was  the  government  of  the  United  States,  with  its  vigilant  care  over  the 
Indian,  when  such  a  bargain  was  made  ?    How  will  he  be  surprised  at 
hearing  that  the  United  States  was  a  party  to  the  transaction — that  the 
authorities  of  that  government,  and  the  representives  of  that  people,  which 
had  for  years  been  employed  in  leading  the  Cherokee  from  ignorance  to 
light,  from  barbarism  to  civilization,  from  paganism  to  Christianity,-— 
who  had  taught  them  new  habits  and  new  hopes, — was  the  very  party 
which  was  about  to  appropriate  to  itself  the  fruits  of  the  Indian's  in- 
dustry, the  birth-places  of  his  children,  and  the  graves  of  his  ancestors  ! 
**  If  such  a  recital  could  command  credence,  must  it  not  be  on  the 
ground  that  experience  had  shown  the  utter  failure  of  all  the  efforts,  and 
the  disappointment  of  all  the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  Chris- 
tian ? — ^That  the  natives  of  this  favoured  spot  of  God's  creation  were 
incapable  of  improvement,  and  unsusceptible  of  education, — and  that 
they,  in  wilful  blindness,  spurning  the  blessings  which  had  been  prof- 
fered and  urged  upon  them,  would  pertinaciously  prefer  the  degrada- 
tion from  which  it  had  been  attempted  to  lead  them,  and  the  barbarism 
from  which  it  had  been  sought  to  elevate  them  ? 

**  How  will  his  astonishment  be  augmented  when  he  learns  that  the 
Cherokee  people  almost  to  a  man  denied  the  existence  and  the  obliga- 
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tion  of  the  alleged  compact — ^that  ttey  proclaimed  it  to  have  been  based 
in  fraud  and  concocted  in  perfidy — that  no  authority  was  ever  given  to 
those  who  undertook  in  their  names  and  on  their  behalf  to  negotiate  it ; 
— that  it  was  repudiated  with  unexampled  unanimity  when  it  was 
brought  to  their  knowledge ; — that  they  denied  that  it  conferred  any 
rights  or  imposed  any  obligation  ! 

**  Yet  such  must  be  the  story  which  the  faithful  historian  must  record. 
In  the  name  of  the  whole  Cherokee  nation  we  protest  against  this  un- 
hallowed and  unauthorised  and  unacknowledged  compact.  We  deny 
its  binding  force.  We  recognise  none  of  its  stipulations.  If,  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  justice,  it  is  to  be  enforced  upon  us,  we  shall  at 
least  be  free  from  the  disgrace  of  self-humiliation.  We  hold  the  solemn 
disavowal  of  its  provisions  by  eighteen  thousand  of  our  people.". 

From  the  Philadelphia  Herald  and  Sentinel,) 
"  Thk  Cherokees.— We  had  intended  publishing,  this  moming/some 
extracts  fix)m  the  memorial  of  John  Ross  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Che- 
rokees,  to  Congress,  remonstrating  against  the  enforcement  of  what 
purports  to  be  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
nation,  but  which  was  never  entered  into  by  that  nation,  or  by  any  indi- 
viduals authorised  to  act  for  them ;  we  are  unable,  however,  to  find 
room  for  them. 

"We  are  extremely  anxious  to  draw  the  attention  of  our  community  to 
the  subject  of  this  pretended  treaty,  and  that  they  should  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  under,  and  the  means  by,  which  it  was 
obtained,  as  well  as  the  gross  injustice  of  the  government  in  insisting 
upon  carrying  it  into  execution ;  for  we  look  upon  this  as  a  matter 
deeply  affecting  our  national  character,  and,  of  course,  a  subject  in 
which  every  citizen  of  the  Union  is  concerned. 

"  It  would  doubtless  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  our  citizens,  were  they 
informed  that  a  treaty  had  been  entered  into  between  Great  Britain  and 
certain  individuals,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  but  obscure  and  unknown 
to  their  fellow-citizens,  which  ceded  the  whole  state  to  that  power,  and 
stipulated  that  every  citizen  should  abandon  it  within  a  given  period- 
say  two  years  and  a  half,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  whole  should 
be  quietly  and  peaceably  given  up  ;  and  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  that  treaty.  Great  Britain  demanded  their  removal,  and 
threatened,  if  they  did  not  abandon  their  houses,  farms,  work-shops,  and 
everything  they  possessed,  and  give  her  the  quiet  and  entire  possession 
of  the  state,  to  drive  them  off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  take 
forcible  possession ! — We  say  that  were  our  citizens  informed  of  tlie 
existence  of  such  a  treaty,  formed  by  such  men,  and  containing  such 
stipulationsy  it  would  strike  them  with  the  most  profound  astonishment. 
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luid  they  would  of  coutse  decline  the  treaty  to  be  not  only  illegal^  but  a 
perfiecl  absurdity,  and  would  s^ner  die  than  yield  to  the  demand  made 
under  it.  Will  they  not  aho  be  surprised  and  indignant,  when  they  learn 
that  this  is  a  parallel  case  with  that  which  the  Cherokees  are  imploring 
the  interference  of  Congress  in?  Yes:  precisely  sucb  a  treaty  was 
fhudulently,  we  believe,  obtained  by  the  special  agent,  the  Rev*  Mr. 
Schemerbom,  with  a  few  Cherokees,  whom  he  invited  to  a  feast,  (while 
the  thieh  were  at  Washington,  whither  they  had  repaired  for  the  pur-* 
pose  of  arranging  the  affairs  of  their  nation  with  our  government,)  and 
who  were  induced  to  put  their  marks  to  a  paper  with  the  contents  of 
which  they  were  probably  unacquainted.  But  whether  they  knew  what 
the  paper  was  which  they  signed  or  not,  is  not  material — for  they  had 
no  more  authority  to  act  for  the  nation  than  any  fifty  loafers  we  might 
pick  up  in  our  streets  would  have  to  make  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
which  should  bind  the  United  States. 

**  The  treaty  thus  fraudulently^^^btained  fraudulently,  because  the  Rev. 
agent  well  knew  that  those  who  signed  it  had  no  authority  to  act  in  the 
matteT'^was  immedial^ely  forwarded  to  the  President,  laid  before  the 
senate)  and  by  them  ratified,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of 
nearly  the  whole  Cherokee  nation*  And  this  is  the  treaty  which  the 
IVesident  insists  upon  enforcing,  and  which  conveys  the  whole  territory 
occupied  by  the  nation  to  the  United  States.  If  it  be  enforced,  it  will 
stamp  ottf  national  character  with  infamy  and  disgrace,  deep  and  inde- 
lible." 

The  following  are  from  other  papers  :— 

*^Tbb  CHfeaoKBMs.-^Bloody  preparations  are  in  progress  to  enforce 
the  fraudulent  treaty  upon  the  Cherokees,  by  which  they  are  ejected  finom 
their  cultivated  lands  in  Georgia,  to  be  driven  off  like  cattle  to  the 
western  wilderness.  We  trust  that  this  enlightened  tribe  will  submit 
peaceably  to  the  outrageous  tyranny  of  our  government— but  at  the  same 
time  we  should  honour  them  more  as  freemen  and  warriors,  if  they  with- 
stood the  TillanouB  oppression,  of  which  they  are  victims,  till  the  soil  of 
their  ancestors  is  red  with  their  last  life-drops.'* 

"  Letter  from  John  Ross^  Principal  Chirf  of  the  Cherokee  Nation^ 

to  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia*^* 

*^  A  pamphlet  of  forty  pages,  bearing  the  above  title,  has  within  a  few 
days  past  been  published  in  this  city.  In  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
to  whom  it  was  addressed,  a  mild  and  placable  man,  yet  keenly  sensitive 
to  national  dishonour  and  national  injustice,  'it  is  a  comprehensive 
survey  of  tlie  Cherokee  question,  and  unfolds,  in  cool  language,  a  course 
of  conduct  which  makes  the  patriotic  cheek  burn  with  shame,  and  the 
patriotic  heart  glow  with  indignation.'    We  confess  that,  while  reading 
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it8  plain,  unvarnished  statements  of  wrongs  inflicted  and  injuries  borne 
we  felt  our  face  tingle  with  shame,  and  could  scarcely  resist  the  impulse 
to  brand  our  government,  and  all  those  agents  who  have  had  any  hand  in 
the  base  transactions  related  in  this  pamphlet,  as  knaves  and  robbers. 
Candidly  and  sincerely,  we  do  not  believe  that  since  the  partition  of 
Poland  by  the  tyrant  monarchs  of  Russia  and  Austria,  there  has  been 
exhibited  by  any  civilized  nation  more  fraud,  perfidy,  injustice,  and  op- 
pression, than  have  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  towards  the  Cherokees,  since  the  close  of  Mr.  Adams' 
administration. 

**  Treaties,  solemnly  ratified,  have  been  disregarded,  and  their  stipula- 
tions violated.  A  helpless  people  who,  trusting  in  the  honour,  justice^ 
and  good  faith  of  the  United  States,  had  placed  themselves  under  her 
shield,  stipulating  and  paying  for  her  protecting  care,  have  been  exposed 
to  the  lawless  violence  of  rapacious  hordes,  who  regard  no  right  but  the 
right  of  the  strongest,  and  who  looked  upon  Indians,  though  much 
further  advanced  in  civilization  th&n  themselves,  and  exhibiting,  in  a 
tenfold  greater  degree,  the  attributes  of  humanity  and  refinement,  as 
nothing  more  than  wild  animals  to  be  hunted  down,  driven  off,  or  shot 
at  like  bears  or  wolves.  And  when  the  protection  of  the  government 
has  been  implored  with  tears  and  groans,  it  has,  with  the  most  admirable 
and  stoic  coldness  and  indifference,  replied  that  it  had  no  power  to  pro- 
tect, and  if  oppressed,  they  must  abandon  their  country,  their  farms, 
their  houses,  their  homes,  and  the  graves  of  their  ancestors,  and  go  into 
a  far  off  wilderness !     Admirable  justice  !  subUme  sympathy ! 

"Yes,  even  a  government  officer.  General  Wool,  sent  out  nominally  to 
protect  the  Cherokees,  though  in  fact  to  oppress  them  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  compel  them  to  remove  and  give  up  their  lands,  said  in  an  address  to 
them,  dated  22d  March,  1831 : — *  Why  not  abandon  a  country  no 
longer  yours  ?  Do  you  not  see  the  white  people  daily  coming  into  it^ 
driving  you  from  your  homes,  and  possessing  your  houses,  yoiir  corn- 
fields and  your  farms  ?"  Again,  in  the  same  address,  threatening  them, 
he  says — •  Your  fate  is  decided,  and  if  you  do  not  voluntarily  get  ready 
and  go  by  the  time  fixed  in  the  treaty,  [a  treaty  made  by  fraud  with  a 
few  Cherokees,  never  authorised  to  act  for  the  nation — which  fact  was 
known  to  the  Government  at  the  time] — you  will  then  be  forced  from 
this  country  by  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States.'  *  «  »  *  You 
will  in  vain  flee  to  your  mountains  for  protection.  Like  the  Creeks  you 
will  be  hunted  up  and  dragged  from  your  lurking  places,  and  hurried  to 
the  west.'  And  this  is  the  language  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  a  people  who  had  placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  that 
Government,  which  on  its  part  had  solemnly  stipulated  to  protect  them, 
and  had  also  guaranteed  to  them  the  undisturbed,  quiet,  and  peaceable^ 
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occupancy  of  the  lands  in  their  possession,  upon  the  consideration  of  a 
large  tract  of  country  being  ceded  to  the  United  States !  Was  ever 
wrong,  injustice,  and  perfidy  so  monstrous  and  glaring  ? 

*'  There  is  much  in  this  pamphlet  which  we  are  anxious  to  lay  before 
our  readers,  but  we  find  our  spate  altogether  too  limited  for  our  wishes. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Ross,  which  is  written  with  great  simplicity  and 
perspicuity  of  style,  and  is  in  truth  a  plain,  unvarnished  tale  of  wrongs 
and  injuries — gives  a  brief  account  of  the  various  treaties  entered  into 
from  time  to  time  between  the  Cherokees  and  the  United  States,  com- 
mencing with  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  in  1185.     He  then  says  :— 

**  At  a  very  early  period  after  the  organization  of  your  present  form 
of  government,  the  illegal  encroachments  upon  our  lands,  and  the  out- 
rages perpetrated  upon  our  rights,  attracted  the  notice  of  President 
Washington.  With  a  view  to  adjust  all  thetUfficulties  growing  out  of 
these  fruitful  sources  of  discord,  another  treaty  was  negotiated  in  1791, 
at  Holston.  A  different  boundary  was  established,  and  the  Cherokees 
placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States.  A  refer- 
ence to  this  treaty  will  show  that  we  had  yielded  to  our  neighbours  a 
large  portion  of  our  territory,  but  by  the  seventh  article  we  obtained  the 
solemn  guarantee  of  the  United  States  to  all  our  lands  not  then  ceded. 

**  In  the  year  1798,  a  further  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  parties, 
at  Tellico,  by  which  another  large  cession  was  made ;  and  again,  by  the 
express  provisions  of  the  instrument,  the  remainder  of  their  country  was 
for  ever  guaranteed  to  the  Cherokees.  This  was,  however,  soon  followed 
by  another  treaty  of  cession  in  1804,  two  treaties  in  1805,  and  early  in 
1806,  another.  By  each  of  these  treaties  important  and  valuable  dis- 
tricts were  ceded.  A  temporary  suspension  of  these  proceedings  now 
occurred,  but  in  1816,  three  several  treaties  were  made,  in  1817  another, 
and  these  were  followed  up  by  that  of  February,  1819.  Each  of  these 
instruments  contributed  to  narrow  our  limits  and  to  curtail  our  terri- 
tory. A  peace  of  permanent  policy  was  avowed,  and  the  treaty  of  1819 
was  regarded  as  a  fidal  measure.  Such  of  the  nation  as  were  disposed 
to  emigrate  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  to  retain  their  original  hunter 
habits,  were  provided  for ;  those  who  preferred  remaining,  and  to  pursue 
the  arts  of  civilization,  were  to  remain ;  the  property  which  had  been 
held  in  common,  was  to  be  enjoyed  in  severally  ;  the  limits  of  individual 
rights  were  to  be  fixed,  and  permanent  interests  to  be  held  in  land. 

"  The  Cherokees,  who.  had  already  made  considerable  progress  in  the 
pmrsuits  of  agriculture,  &c.,  continued  rapidly  to  advance  under  this 
system.  Education  became  more  widely  diflfused ;  a  new  alphabet  in- 
vented by  one  of  them,  became  the  vehicle  for  disseminating  useful 
information  in  their  own  language.  A  newspaper  was  established,  a 
code  of  laws  framed,  and  political  institutions,  adapted  to  their  circum- 
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stances,  were  organised.  With  this  change  of  manners  their  nanbem 
increased,  and  wealth  began  to  accumulate.  Such  were  some  of  the 
blessings  which  the  Cherokees  had  derived  from  their  interconrse  with 
the  whites.  They  were  contented,  prosperous,  and  happy,  and  looked 
forward  with  confidence  to  an  augmentation  of  all  their  sources  of 
prosperity.  They  realized,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  benefits  which 
had  been  promised  them.  They  parted  with  nineteen*twentietbB  of 
their  original  possessions,  but  the  rest  was  secured  to  them  by  sanctionn, 
guarantees,  and  pledges,  which  professed  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable. 

"  In  June,  1834,  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  an  agreement,  was  exe- 
cuted between  John  H.  Eaton,  a  commissioner,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  Andrew  Ross,  Thomas  J.  Park,  John  West,  and 
James  Starr.  These  individuals  were  members  of  the  Cherokee  com- 
munity, but  were  never  authorised  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  nation,  nor 
did  they  hold  any  appointment  or  office  which  would  carry  with  it  a 
presumption  that  they  *had  authority  so  to  act.  Yet  with  these  men  an 
instrument,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty,  was  signed.  As  soon  as  it  came  to 
the  ears  of  the  nation,  decisive  steps  were  taken — a  protest  from  about 
thirteen  thousand  Cherokees  was  submitted  to  the  government,  disclaim- 
ing the  proceeding.  It  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  ratification  as  a 
treaty  properly  and  duly  negotiated,  but  in  consequence  of  the  represen- 
tations made  to  that  honourable  body^  and  the  evidence  exhibited  before 
it,  it  was  rejected.  Upon  what  ground  it  could  ever  be  claimed  to  be 
an  authoritative  national  act  is  yet  to  be  learned. 

*'  By  direction  of  the  President  this  repudiated  instrument  was,  in 
November,  1834,  submitted  to  the  general  council  of  the  nation  for  its 
approval.  It  was,  however,  again  most  deliberately  and  solemnly  re- 
jected. 

^*  During  the  ensuing  winter  a  delegation  from  the  nation  was  at  Wash- 
ington for  the  purpose  of  arranging  difficulties.  Before  terms  were 
agreed  upon,  and  shortly  after  the  conferences  had  begun,  a  few  indi- 
viduals of  the  nation,  equally  without  authority  as  those  who  had  been 
before  prevailed  upon  to  assume  such  powers,  arrived  in  the  city,  and 
within  a  few  days  the  regularly  appointed  delegation  was  again  passed  by, 
and  new  negotiations  opened  with  these  parties.  On  the  14th  of  March, 
1835,  an  instrument,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty,  was  signed  by  these 
parties,  and  transmitted  by  the  President  to  the  nation  for  its  approval. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  extort  this  approbation.  The  annuities  due  to 
the  nation  were  withheld— the  fears  of  some  were  excited  by  threats  of 
personal  violence,  made  by  the  United  States'  agents, — others  were 
arrested  by  the  military  and  placed  in  confinement, — their  press  was 
seized.    At  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  nation,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schermer- 
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horn,  wbo  has  performed  a  oonapicUotui  part  in  these  trans^ctionB,  die- 
tiactly  apprised  the  Cherokees,  that,  if  they  remained  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  their  difficulties  would  increase,  *  that  the  screws  would  be 
tamed  upon  them  till  they  would  be  ground  into  powder.* 

"  Notwithstanding  all  these  efforts  to  intimidate  the  nation  into  an  ap- 
proval of  this  instrument,  it  was  rejected  with  great  unanimity.  A  dele- 
gation, howevery  was  ag»in  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  United 
States'  commissioner  upon  all  the  subjects  of  difference.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  his  powers  were  limited,  and  in  consequence  of  this  and  other 
causes,  it  was  deemed  advisable  tha^t  the  delegation  should  proceed  to 
Washington,  and  this  determination  was  announced  to  the  commissioner. 

"  During  the  interval  between  the  adoption  and  execution  of  this  plan, 
the  principal  chief  of  the  nation,  who  was  also  the  chairman  of  the 
delegation,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned,  his  papers  seized  and  examined, 
without  any  cause  being  assigned  taid  without  any  legal  process.  This 
act  of  outrage,  followed  by  no  judicial  investigation,  was,  according  to  the 
avowal  of  one  of  the  actors  in  it,  perpetrated  by  the  orders  of  B.  F. 
Cnrry,  a  United  Stales'  agent. 

^Mr.  Gurry  himself  hastened  to  Washington,  procured  an  order  from 
the  department  forbidding  the  delegation  to  proceed  to  that  place.  They 
notwithstanding  did  proceed,  and  on  their  arrival  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment apprised  the  department  in  the  customary  mode  of  the  fact,  and 
that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  business  which  had  brought  them 
on.  They  wore  received  as  usual ;  propositions  were  invited  from  them, 
with  assurances  that  these  propositions  should  be  acted  upon. 

''  Within  a  few  days,  however,  information  reached  Washington  that 
the  commissioner  who  remained  behind  had  negotiated  another  treaty  ^ 
with  a  body  of  unauthorised  individuals,  and  was  bringing  on  with  him 
a  delegation.  This  instrument,  to  which  less  than  one  hundred  of  the 
nation  ever  gave  their  sanction,  directly  or  indirectly,  was  in  its  terms 
unacceptable  to  the  President :  it  was  again  varied  in  Washington  in 
some  important  features,  and,  notwithstanding  every  remonstrance  and 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  regularly  authorised  representatives  of  the 
nation,  was  submitted  to  the  senate,  and  finally  obtained  the  ratification 
of  that  body  by  a  bare  constitutional  majority. 

**I  have  thus  given  you  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  proceedings  which  termi- 
nated in  the  so^alled  treaty  of  December,  1835.  The  details  may  be 
found  at  large  in  the  congressional  documents.  This  instrument  we 
consider  as  the  consummation  of  our  vnrongs.  By  its  provisions  all  the 
benefits  which  we  deemed  secured  to  us  by  valid  and  effective  treaties  -- 
are  in  substance  annihilated, — all  the  territory  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  luition  or  of  individuals  is  ceded.  This  instrument,  to  which  so 
small  a  portion  of  our  people  as  less  than  one  hundred  have  ever  been 
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induced,  by  all  the  appliances  used,  to  give  their  sanction,  is,  we  are 
told,  a  solemn  and  sacred  treaty,  and  its  stipulations  will  he  lirlly  and 
rigidly  enforced." 

(From  the  Philadelphia  Herald  and  Sentinel  of  April  26.) 
**  The  Cherokees. — It  seems  to  he  settled  hy  the  government  that 
the  Cherokees  must  he  driven  from  their  homes,  and  from  the  land  of 
their  fathers ;  and  in  this  determination  the  nation  appears  to  acqui- 
esce :  not  that  they  approve  the  warfare  waged  upon  this  people,  and  the 
gross  injustice  of  their  treatment ;  but  because  the  people  themselves 
have  become  weary  of  opposing  and  complaining  of  the  unjust,  impo- 
litic, and  outrageous  measures  of  the  government,  and  because  they  have 
as  much  as  they  can  do  to  protect  themselves  against  the  hostiUty  of 
those  to  whom  they  have  confided  power. 

**  For  many  years  past  the  Cherokees  have  suffered  every  indignity, 
every  annoyance,  every  oppression^  and  all  the  injustice  which  malice 
and  power,  restrained  somewhat  by  the  fear  of  public  opinion  and  the 
execration  of  the  whole  world,  dared  to  inflict.  Their  lands  have  been 
seized,  their  cattle  driven  ofif,  their  houses  entered,  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren insulted  and  abused,  and  themselves  threatened  with  violence,  if 
hot  death,  if  they  dared  to  resist.  A  fraudulent  treaty  was  obtained  by 
a  reverend  politician  and  office-hunter,  from  a  few  individuals  no  more 
authorised  to  speak  for  the  nation  than  any  half-dozen  loafers  would  be 
to  speak  for  or  on  behalf  of  the  United  States ;  and  though  ninety-nine 
hundredths  of  the  nation  protested  against  this  pretended  treaty  as  not 
their  act,  or  binding  upon  them,  the  government  has  avowed  its  deter- 
.  *  mination  to  consider  it  a  valid  treaty,  and  to  enforce,  by  an  army,  its 
stipulations ! 

'^  *  Here,'  says  the  Boston  AtlaSy  *  here  is  a  civilized  and  intelligent 
tribe  of  Indians,  just  beginning  to  emulate  the  whites  in  all  those  arts  and 
enterprises  which  elevate  humanity — ^inhabiting  a  fertile  and  valuable 
tract  of  country,  cultivating  the  soil,  possessing  neat  granaries  and  comfort- 
able habitations,  divesting  themselves  of  their  savage  habits  and  propen- 
sities, living  perfectly  at  peace  with  their  white  neighbours,  and  in 
harmony  among  themselves — here  is  this  remarkable  tribe,  just  as  they 
have  begun  to  realize  the  comforts  and  advantfl^es  of  civilization,  to  give 
a  value  to  their  lands  by  tillage,  and  to  experience  the  humanizing  and 
beneficent  influences  of  Christianity,  compelled,  by  the  land- stealers  of 
Georgia,  aided  by  an  arbitrary  and  speculating  administration,  to  quit 
their  farms,  and  be  driven  by  the  mercenary  agents  of  our  government, 
at  80  much  per  head,  into  the  western  wilderness,  into  the  midst  of 
savage  tribes,  smarting  like  them  under  injustice,  and  burning  for  ven- 
geance against  the  whites! ' 
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'  *<  We  liave  no  wish  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  renatance  in  the  Chero- 
keea;  we  hope,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  aubmit  to  their  fate  quietly : 
hut  if  they  were  to  resist,  and  defend  their  hoihes,  preferring  to  shed  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood  upon  the  graves  of  their  fathers,  sooner  than  be 
driven  like  wolves  into  the  wilds  of  the  west,  we  should  look  upon  them 
with  sympathy  and  respect,  as  we  now  do  the  Seminoles,  a  race  much 
inferior,  in  all  that  elevates  man,  save  courage  and  manly  independence 
to  the  Chen^ees.  The  President  has  determined  on  sending  a  large 
military  force,  7000  men,  into  the  Cherokee  country.  We  only  wish  he 
would  take  command  of  these  in  person,  and  let  General  Scott,  in  his 
absence,  take  his  place  in  the  White  House." 

"  For  the  Herald  and  Sentinel — June  26. 

"  Msss&s.  Edito&s — I  observe  in  the  morning  papers  a  letter  from 
a  Major  Hopkins,  in  Georgia»  from  which  it  appears  that  a  few  Chero- 
kees,  goaded,  no  doubt,  by  the  outrages  and  barbarities  of  the  free  and 
enlightened  citizens  of  Georgia^  have  turned  upon  their  cowardly  oppres- 
sors, and,  to  use  the  elegant  language  of  the  Major,  have  '  whipped'  two 
companies  of  militia  on  their  own  soil — probably  becoming  such  by  being 
stolen  from  the  Indians. 

**  The  Major  then  calls  them  *  the  enemy,'  and  thus  shows  the  for- 
bearance and  good  feelings  of  these  oppressed  people,  in  a  sentence  in* 
tended  to  abuse  them. 

"  *  If  the  enemy  chose,  or  had  any  idea  of  offensive  warfare,  they 
could  lay  waste  the  entire  country,  nor  could  twenty  men  be  found  pre- 
pared to  meet  them.  Fortunately  ignorance  predominates,  and  instead  of 
a  bold,  they  use  a  dastardly  warfare.' 

*'  Thus  it  is  with  the  poor  abused  Indians ;  if  they  fail  to  resent  out- 
rages upon  them  by  punishing  their  enemies  when  in  their  power,  as  we 
do^  they  are  called  cowards;  but,  when  they  do  resent  injuries  and 
insults,  OUT  papers  teem  with  accounts  of  Indian  murders  and  atrocities. 
The  Cherokees  have  been  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  advice  of  Washington  and  the  protection  of  our  government 
for  a  period  of  fifty  years,  and  now  show  themselves  to  be  better  men 
and  better  Christians  than  their  civilized  persecutors.  *'  Q." 

{From  the  Hamilton  (^Tennessee)  Gazette^  Oct,  24.) 

'^  REMOVAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEES. 

"  The  last  Inman. — A  few  brief  days  or  weeks,  and  we  shall  look 
upon  the  last  Indian,  ere  he  takes  up  his  solemn  march  to  his  unknown 
home.  Nearly  all  the  tribe  have  left,  and  have  reached,  or  are  now  on 
their  way  to,  the  land  set  apart  by  the  government  for  a  precarious  rest- 
ing-place for  that  subdued  tribe.    We  have  no  hope  that  the  present 
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hmae  of  the  Indian  wiU  be  permeneiit,  <nr  ooiid«civQ  to  fteiir  general 
good.  Their  primeval  hftbits  and  honesty  are  meaBuvably  deadroyed  by 
the  sudden  hoisting,  by  the  government,  of  the  great  fiood<*gate  of  emi- 
gration into  their  territorial  limitsr  before  they  were  removed ;  and,  humi- 
liating as  ia  the  confession,  it  is  nevertheless  a  fact,  that  too  many  who 
came  among  them  were  destitute  of  every  feeling  of  humanity,  and,  woite 
than  the  vampires  of  other  days,  they  not  only  sucked  their  substanoe, 
but  poisoned  their  minds,  and  strove  to  destroy  every  vestige  of  virfeoe 
and  morality.  There  are  honourable  exceptions  to  this  general  charge ; 
and  we  are  proud  to  record,  that  many  who  have  settled  in  the  Cherokee 
territory  brought  with  them  the  '  balm  of  Gilead,'  to  heal  the  afflictions 
of  the  oppressed,  and  ever  manifested  a  determination  to  deal  with  the 
red  men  as  being  possessed  of  similar  attributes  and  feelings  with  our- 
selves.    But  it  will  be  acknowledged  by  every  reflecting  man  that  the 

>  efforts  of  the  good  have  been  partially  destroyed  by  the  preponderating 
influence  of  the  wicked. 

'^  Gould  we  but  stop  here,  and  be  consoled  with  the  hope  that  the 
Indian  had  found  a  refuge  from  the  peculations  and  damning  vicea  of 
the  wily  white  man,  and  that,  in  the  genial  dime  to  which  they  have 

'  migrated  under  the  guidance  of  the  Great  Spirit,  they  would  endeavour 
to  reclaim  their  primeval  habits  of  honesty  and  virtue,  in  our  heart  of 
hearts  we  would  rejoice.  But  no  such  hope  esists.  Already  have  the 
Shylocks,  who  hovered  over  this  territory  while  there  remained  food  for 
them  to  prey  upon,  fixed  their  gluttonous  eyes  upon  the  ^ntiers,  and 
will  speedily  follow  the  ^  last  Indian'  to  his  new  home.  The  same  sys- 
tem of  villany  and  treachery  will  be  re^nacted  on  the  jdains  of  Arkan- 

•  sas,  until  not  a  vein  of  blood  which  flows  to  the  red  man's  heart  shall  be 
unpoisoned,  aiid  a  remnant  of  property  saved  from  the  general  wredc  be 
left  to  render  them  comfortable  or  happy. 

''  This  is  not  all :  another  and  another  wave  of  emigration  by  the 
whites  will  continue  to  roll  around  the  Indian  frontiers,  until  its  surge 
shall  overleap  its  bounds,  and,  with  the  immutable  course  of  civilizaHont 
the  red  man's  ship  will  again  be  broken  loose  from  ita  moorings,  and 
driven  beyond  the  Pacific." 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  most  humbly  and  most  respect- 
fully showeth, 

^'  That  whereas  we,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
have  always  regarded  the  instrument  purporting  to  be  a  treaty  made  in 
December,  1835,  at  New  Echota,  by  the  Rev.  John  F.  Sehermerhorn  and 
certain  unauthorized  individual  Cherokees,  to  be  a  violation  of  the  funds- 
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neiital  jnrlnciplM  of  justice,  and  an  outrage  en  the  primary  rnlea  of 
aational  interoourse,  as  iRPell  as  the  known  laws  and  usages  of  the  Che- 
rokee nation,  and  therefore  to  be  destitute  of  any  binding  force  on  us : 

'*  And  nrhereas  at  a  general  council  of  the  nation,  held  at  Red  Clay, 
in  September,  1896,  our  sentiments  MFere  set  forth,  and  our  solemn  pio- 
teit  entered  against  it : 

**  And  whereas,  at  a  subsequent  general  oouncil  of  the  nation,  held  at 
Red  Clay,  in  August,  1831,  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  subject  of  said  instrument,  was  delivered  in  full 
coundl  by  Colonel  John  Mason,  special  agent  of  the  United  States : 

**  And  whereas,  after  mature  deliberation  on  the  said  cottmunicatioQ, 
the  resolutions  of  the  preceding  council,  in  reference  to  that  compact, 
were  re-'affirmed,  together  with  the  memorial  which  aoeompanied  the 
same: 

*^  And  whereas  we  entertained  the  belief  that,  through  the  medium  of 
the  special  agent's  report,  the  President  would  become  correctly  informed 
of  the  state  of  the  matter,  and  of  the  real  sentiments  of  the  Cherokee 
people : 

*'  We,  therefore,  cherished  the  confident  hope,  that  he  would  deem  it 
right  to  abrogate  that  fraudulent  instrument,  and  at  once  enter  into  ar^- 
rangements  with  us  for  the  adjustment  of  all  difficulties. 

**  With  these  views  we  then  appointed  a  delegation  to  represent  ua 
before  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  vested  them  with  full 
powers  to  make  final  arrangements  of  all  matters  in  controversy,  and 
we  were  animated  with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination  of  our  dis- 
tresses ;  but  the  cup  of  hope  is  dashed  from  our  lips,  our  prospects  are 
dark  with  horror,  and  our  hearts  are  filled  with  bitterness*  Agonized 
with  these  emotions,  language  fails ;  our  tongues  falter  as  we  approach 
the  bar  of  your  august  assemblies,  before  whom  we  i^^ain  beg  leave 
humbly  to  present  our  grievances. 

'*  With  the  full  details  of  our  troubles  we  forbear  to  trespass  on  your 
indulgence.  They  are  extensively  known,  and  our  delegation,  now  at 
Waahington,  will  be  found  ready  to  furnish  any  information  which  may 
be  needed. 

**  We  therefore  respectfully  present  the  following,  which  will  show 
the  appalling  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  operation  of 
that  perfidious  compact. 

**  A  commimication  has  recently  issued  from  the  United  States' 
Agency,  addressed  to  the  chiefs,  head  men,  and  people  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  in  which  we  are  told  that  ^  the  executive  has  formally  declined ' 
all  intercourse  or  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ross  in  relation  to  the  treaty, 
and  that  *  an  end  has  been  put  to  all  negociation  upon  the  subject'-^ 
*  that  it  is  the  unalterable  detereunation  of  the  President  to  execute  the 
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treaty* — 'the  time  cannot  possibly  be  prolonged' — ^'another  day, beyond 
the  time  named,  cannot,  and  will  not,  be  allowed  you.'    The  writers  say, 

*  we  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  evils  that  may  fal]  upon  you,  if  you 
are  still  obstinate,  and  refuse  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
treaty' — ^  we  will  not  paint  the  horrors  that  may  ensue  in  such  an  eyent.' 

**  It  will  be  readily  conceived  that  declarations  like  these,  emanating 
from  such  a  source — our  country  already  filled  with  troops — cannot  fail 
to  fill  our  minds  with  consternation  and  surprise.  What  have  ve 
done  to  merit  such  treatment?  What  is  our  crime?  Have  we  in- 
vaded any  one's  rights  ?  Have  we  violated  any  article  of  our  numerous 
treaties  ?  Have  we,  in  any  manner,  acted  in  bad  faith?  We  are  not 
even  charged  with  any  such  thing.  But  we  are  accused  of  labouring 
under  a  dangerous  error,'  and  of  being  *  duped  and  deluded  by  those  in 
whom  we  have  placed  implicit  confidence.'  *  Your  pretended  firiends,' 
Bay  they,  *  have  proved  themselves  to  be  your  worst  enemies.'  But 
what  is  our  *  dangerous  error  ?'  What  is  our  ^  delusion  ?'  Is  it  a  ^  delu- 
sion' to  be  sensible  of  the  wrongs  we  suffer  ?  Is  it  a  *  dangerous  error' 
to  believe  that  the  great  nation,  whose  representatives  we  now  approach, 
will  never  knowingly  sanction  a  transaction  originated  in  treachery  and 
to  be  executed  only  by  violence  and  oppression?    It  cannot  be.    Is  it  a 

*  delusion'  to  assert  that  the  makers  of  that  ill-omened  compact  were 
destitute  of  authority  ?  This  fact  we  are  prepared  to  prove  by  inoon« 
testable  evidence.  Indeed,  it  is  virtually  admitted  by  the  parties  them- 
selves ;  and  the  very  feet,  that  an  armed  force  should  be  put  in  requi- 
sition to  defend  their  persons  and  to  compel  our  submission,  argues,  not 
obscurely,  a  defect  of  confidence  in  the  validity  of  the  compact.  Is  it 
obstinacy  to  refuse  our  assent  to  an  act  which  is  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  first  principles  of  free  government,  and  which  sets  foot  on  the  neck 
of  our  liberties  and  our  dearest  rights  ?  Are  we  to  be  thus  frowned  into 
silence  for  attempting  to  utter  our  complaints  in  the  ear  of  our  lawful 
and  covenanted  protector?  Is  it  a  crime  to  confide  in  our  chiefs — the 
men  of  our  choice — ^whom  we  have  tried  and  found  faithful  ?  We  would 
humbly  ask,  in  whom  should  we  confide  ?  Surely  not  in  those  who  have, 
in  the  face  of  our  solemu  injunctions,  and  in  opposition  to  the  reiterated 

•expression  of  our  sentiments,  conspired  the  ruin  of  our  country,  usurped 
the  powers  of  the  nation,  framed  the  spurious  compact,  and,  by  artifice 
and  fraud,  palmed  it  on  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  pro- 
cured for  it  the  recognition  of  those  high  functionaries  I 

*'  And  now,  in  the  presence  of  your  august  assemblies,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  universe,  most  solemnly  and  most 
humbly  do  we  ask — are  we,  for  these  causes,  to  be  subjected  to  the 
undescribable  evils  which  are  designed  to  be  inflicted  on  us?  Is  our 
country  to  be  made  the  scene  of  the  '  horrors '  which  the  commissioners 
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*will  not  paint?'  For  adhering  to  the  principles  on  which  your 
great  empire  ia  founded,  and  which  have  advanced  it  to  ita  present  ele- 
vation and  glory,  are  we  to  be  despoiled  of  all  we  hold  dear  on  earth  ? 
Are  we  to  be  hunted  through  the  mountains  like  wild  beasts^  and  our 
women^  our  children,  our  aged,  our  sick,  to  be  dragged  from  their 
homes  like  culprits^  and  packed  on  board  loathsome  boats,  for  trans* 
portatiou  to  a  sickly  clime  ? 

*  **  Already  are  we  thronged  with  armed  men :  forts,  camps,  and  mili- 
tary posts  of  every  grade,  already  occupy  our  whole  country.  With  us, 
it  is  a  season  of  alarm  and  apprehension.  We  acknowledge  the 
power  of  the  United  State.  We  acknowledge  our  own  feebleness. 
Our  only  fortress  is  the  justice  of  our  cause.  Our  only  appeal  on 
earth,  is  to  your  tribunal.  To  you,  then,  we  look.  Before  your 
honourable  bodies — in  view  of  the  appalling  circumstances  with  which 
we  are  surrounded — ^relying  on  the  righteousness  of  our  cause,  and 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  tribunal  to  which  we  appeal-— 
we  do  solemnly  and  earnestly  protest  against  that  spurious  instrument : 
and  we  do  hereby,  also,  respectfully  re-affirm,  as  a  part  of  this  our 
memorial,  the  resolutions  and  accompanying  memorials  of  the  two  last 
General  Councils  of  the  Nation,  held  at  Red  Clay.  Our  minds  remain 
unaltered.  We  never  can  assent  to  that  compact ;  nor  can  we  believe 
that  the  United  States  are  bound  in  honour  or  in  justice  to  execute  on 
us  its  degrading  and  ruinous  provisions. 

'*  It  is  true,  we  are  a  feeble  people ;  and,  as  regards  physical  i)ower, 
we  are  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States :  but  we  have  not  forfeited 
our  rights;  and  if  we  fail  to  transmit  to  our  sons  the  freedom  we  have 
derived  from  our  fathers,  it  must  not  be  by  an  act  of  suicide — it  must 
not  be  by  our  own  consent. 

'^  With  trembling  solicitude  and  anxiety,  we  most  humbly  and  most 
respectfully  ask,  will  you  hear  us  ?  Will  you  extend  to  us  your  power- 
ful protection?  Will  you  shield  us  from  the  'horrors'  of  the 
threatened  storm  7  Will  you  sustain  the  hopes  we  have  rested  on  the 
public  faith,  the  honour,  the  justice  of  your  mighty  empire?  We  com* 
mit  our  cause  to  your  favour  and  protection : 

'^  And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

"  Cherokee  Nation^  February  22,  1838." 

*^  S^ed  by  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  of  the 
Cherokee  people,  as  will  appear  by  referring  to  the  original  submitted 
to  the  Senate  by  the  Cherokee  Delegation." 

I  shall  now  close  the  case  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  with  the  following 
extract,  from  *  Nile^s  Register j  a  most  excellent  publication,  which  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  United  States  of  North  America  should 
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"  The  writer  of  the  following  Tcry  interesting  letter  is  a  native  of 
Cherokee)  who^  it  seems,  has  received  a  liberal  education,  and  is  well 
known  for  his  talents  and  worth.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importanee  to 
the  Indians  to  have  such  a  man  among  them)  that  we  tnay  obtain  a 
correct  knowledge  of  their  affairs ;  and*  we  must  conclude  from  the 
facts  set  forth  by  Mr.  Brown,  that,  be  the  fate  of  the  Greeks  what  it 
may,  the  Cherokees  never  will  part  with  any  more  of  their  land,  unless 
oil  compulsion;  for  they  have  a  regularly  estabhshed  government,  and 
as  just  ideas  of  the  value  of  property^  the  necessity  of  labour,  aikl  the 
uiefulnesB  of  schools^  &c.,  as  perhaps  are  entertained  by  any  bddy  of 
their  immediate  ndghbours^  We  shall,  indeed,  be  glad  if  even  one 
tribe  is  saved  to  prove  to  posterity  that  a  desire  )really  existed  to  pte- 
vent  the  extermination  of  all.  For  the  fact  is,  tliat  our  repeated  treaties 
with  than  to  obtain  more  land,  and  drive  them  Airthef  and  further  back 
into  the  forest,  decidedly  discredits  all  the  acts  passed  fh»m  the  time 
of  Washington  to  the  present  day,  pretending  to  have  regtufd  ibr  the 
civilization  of  them,  though  we  have  backed  that  pretence  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  large  sums  of  money  to  supply  them  with  instaumeats  of 
apiculture,  established  schools,  and  encouraged  industrious  habits. 
Cotton  and  cattle  will  become  the  great  staples  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Cherokees. — ^They  can  raise  both  with  peculiar  advantage,  and  ss 
cultivators  and  herdsmen  must  beoome  mh.'-^NiieU  Requt^r^  October 
15,  1825. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Pamiy  Visitor^  Richnumd. 

Willstown,  Cherokee  Nation^  September  2, 1825. 

Dear  Siii,*-^-In  my  last  letter  from  Creek  Path  to  you,  I  stated  that 
there  was  lome  possibility  of  my  returning  to  Arkansas.  I  touched  on 
the  unhappy  separation  of  the  Cherokees  into  divisions — on  tiie  improved 
condition  of  those  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  in  a  mcffal,  intellec- 
tual, and  religious  point  of  view,*— the  evil  consequenoes  that  would 
follow  in  the  event  of  their  removal  to  the  wild  and  inhospitable  regions 
of  the  west,-— that,  unless  physical  strength  should  guide  the  measures 
of  the  United  States  Government,  the  Cherokee  title  to  this  land  will 
remain  so  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  endures*  The  slow  progress  I 
make  in  translating  the  New  Testament  is  in  consequence  of  the  non« 
existence  of  a  dictionary,  or  complete  grammar,  in  Cherokee,  of  the 
philological  researches  of  one  of  the  nations,  whose  system  of  educa- 
tion had  met  with  universal  approbation. 

Allow  me,  dear  Sir,  now  to  fulfil  the  promise  I  made,  you,  that  I 
would  pick  up  and  send  what  I  had  omitted.    Recently,  I  have  been 
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travelling  a  good  deal  in  the  nation,  in  order  to  regain  my  iibpaiied 
health.  My  heavenly  aorereign  permitting,  I  expect  to.  return  to 
Arkansas  in  the  month  of  October  nett.  I  have  made  a  hasty  ttansla* 
tion  of  the  four  gospels,  which  "^vill  inquire  a  dose  criticism.  On  my 
arrival  kt  Dwight,  I  shall  pursue  the  delightful  task;  and  I  hope  the 
day  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  Cherokees,  my  brethren  and  kindred 
according  to  the  flesh,  shall  read  the  weird  of  eternal  life  in  their  own 
tongue.  I  will  here  give  you  a  faint  picture  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
and  its  inhabitants.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  it  must  be  bom  in 
mind,  that  it  is  the  mass  and  common  people  that  form  the  character  of  a 
nalian,  and  not  officers  of  government,  nor  the  lowest  grade  of  peasantry. 

Hie  Cherokee  nation,  you  knew,  is  about  thirty-five  degrees  north 
latitude,  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  by  the  state  of  Tennessee,  on 
the  norih  by  Alabama,  and  on  the  east  by  Georgia  and  North  Carolina. 
The  precise  quantity  of  land  over  which  the  Cherokees  claim  sovereignty 
is  not  yet  ascertained,  but  this  I  can  readily  say,  that  they  have  no 
more  to  spare.  This  country  is  well  watered, — abundant  springs  of  pure 
water  are  found  in  every  part.  A  range  of  mi^estic  and  lofty  mountains 
stretch  themsdves  across  the  nation.  The  northern  part  of  the  nation 
is  hiUy  and  mounteinous.  In  the  southern  and  western  parts  there  are 
extensive  feitile  plains,  covered. partly  with  tall  trees,  through  which 
beautiful  streams  of  water  glide.  These  plains  furnish  an  immense 
pasturage,  and  numberless  herds  of  cattle  are  dispersed  over  them. 
Horses  are  plenty,  and  are  used  for  several  purposes.  Numerous  flocks  of 
sheep,  goats,  and  swine^  cover  the  valleys  and  the  hills.  On  Tennessee, 
Ustanala,  and  Canasage  rivers,  Cherokee  commerce  floats.  The  climate 
is  delicious  and  healthy  ;  the  winters  are  mild.  The  spring  clothes  the 
ground  with  its  richest  scenery ;  Cherokee  flowers,  of  exquisite  beauty 
and  variegated  hues,  meet  and  fascinate  the  eye  in  every  direction.  In 
the  plains  and  valleys,  the  soil  is  generally  rich,  producing  Indian 
com,  cotton,  tobacco,  wheat,  oats,  indigo,  sweet  and  Irish  potatoes* 
The  natives  carry  on  considerable  trade  with  the  adjoining  states ;  and 
s<Rne  of  them  export  cotton  in  boats,  down  the  Tennessee,  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans.  Apple  and  peach 
orchards  are  quite  common,  and  gardens  are  cultivated  and  much 
atttention  paid  to  them. 

Batter  and  cheese  are  seen  on  Cherokee  tables*  There  are  many 
public  roads  in  the  nation,  and  houses  of  entertainment  kept  by  natives. 
Numerous  and  flourishing  villages  are  seen  in  every  section  of  the 
country.  Cotton  and  woollen  cloths  are  manufactured  here.  Blankets, 
of  various  dimensions,  manufactured  by  Cherokee  hands,  are  very  com- 
mon. Almost  every  family  in  the  nation  grows  cotton  for  its  own  con^ 
sumption.    Industry  asid  commercial  enterprise  axe  extending  them-* 
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selveB  in  every  part;  nearly  all  the  mercHantB  in  the  nation  are  native 
Cherokees.  Agricultural  pursuits,  the  most  solid  foundation  of  our 
nation's  prosperity,  engages  the  chief  attention  of  the  people.  Different 
branches  in  mechanics  are  pursued.  The  population  is  rapidly  increaa- 
ing.  In  the  year  1819  an  estimate  was  made  of  ail  the  Cherokeea; 
those  on  the  west  were  estimated  at  5000,  and  those  on  the  east  of  the 
Mississippi  at  10,000  souls.  The  census  of  this  division  of  the  Cherdcee 
has  again  been  taken  within  the  current  year,  and  the  returns  are  thus 
made: — ^Native  citizens  13,563;  white  men,  married  in  the  nation, 
147 ;  white  women  ditto,  73 ;  African  slaves  1277.  If  this  summary  of 
Cherokee  population  from  the  census  is  correct,  to  say  nothing  of  those 
of  foreign  extract,  we  find  that,  in  six  years,  the  increase  has  been 
3563  souls.  If  we  judge  the  future  by  the  past,  to  what  number  will  the 
Cherokee  population  swell  in  1856  ?  How  vain,  then,  to  talk  of  Cherokee 
deterioration ! 

White  men  in  the  nation  enjoy  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  of 
the  Cherokee  people,  except  that  they  [are  not  eligible  to  the  public 
offices.  In  the  above  computation  of  the  present  year,  you  perceive  that 
there  are  some  African  slaves  among  us.  They  have  been,  from  time 
to  time,  bought  and  sold  by  white  men ;  they  are,  however,  in  'general, 
well  treated,  and  they  much  prefer  living  in  the  nation  to  a  residence  in 
the  United  States.  There  is  hardly  any  intermixture  of  Cherokee  and 
African  blood.  The  presumption  is,  that  the  Cherokees  will,  at  no 
distant  day,  co-operate  with  the  humane  efforts  of  those  who  are  liberat- 
ing and  sending  this  proscribed  race  to  the  land  of  their  fathers.  Na- 
tional pride,  patriotism,  and  a  spirit  of  independence,  mark  the  Cherokee 
character. 

The  Christian  religion  is  the  religion  of  the  nation.  Presbyterianfl^ 
Methodists,  Baptists,  and  Moravians  are  the  most  numerous  sects.  Some 
of  the  most  influential  characters  are  members  of  the  church,  and  live 
consistently  with  their  profession.  The  whole  nation  is  penetrated  with 
gratitude  for  the  aid  it  has  received  from  the  United  States  Grovemment, 
and  from  different  religious  societies.  Schools  are  increasing  every 
year ;  learning  is  encouraged  and  rewarded.  The  young  class  acquire 
the  English,  and  those  of  mature  age  the  Cherokee,  system  of  learning. 
The  female  character  is  elevated  and  duly  respected.  Indolence  is 
discountenanced.  Our  native  language,  in  its  philosophy,  genius,  and 
eiqphony,  is  inferior  to  few,  if  any,  in  the  world.  Our  relations  with 
aU  nations,  savage  or  civilized,  are  of  the  most  friendly  character.  We 
are  out  of  debt,  and  our  public  revenue  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Besides  the  amount  arising  from  imports,  a  perpetual  annuity  is  due 
from  the  United  States  in  consideration  of  land  ceded  in  former  periods. 
Our  system  of  govemmenti  founded  on  republican  principles,  by  which 
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justice  is  equally  distribated,  sectires  tlie  respect  of  the  people.  New 
Town,  pleasantly  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  nation,  and  at  the  junction 
of  the  Canasage,  and  Gusuivate,  two  beautiful  streams,  is  the  seat  of 
government.  The  legislative  power  is  what  is  denominated  in  native 
dialect  Tsalagi  Tinitawagi,  consisting  of  a  national  committee  and  council. 
Members  of  both  branches  are  chosen  by  and  from  the  people,  for  a 
limited  period.  In  New  Town  a  printing-press  is  soon  to  be  established, 
also  a  national  library  and  museum.  Immense  concourses  of  people 
frequent  the  seat  of  government  when  the  Tsalagi  Tinitawagi  is  in 
session,  which  takes  place  once  a-year  *  ♦  *  *." 

Yours  truly, 

D.  Brown. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  various  authorities  showing  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Creek  Indians  by  the  Georgians : — 

*' Indian  Talk. 

"  Fr&nt  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the   Creek  Indians^ 

through  Colonel  CrowelL 

*^  Friends  and  Brothers, — By  permission  of  the  Great  Spirit  above, 
and  the  voice  of  the  people,  I  have  been  made  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  now  speak  to  you  as  your  father  and  friend,  and  request  you 
to  listen.  Your  warriors  have  known  me  long.  You  know  I  love  my 
white  and  red  children,  and  always  speak  with  a  straight  and  not  with 
a  forked  tongue ;  that  I  have  always  told  you  the  truth.  I  now  speak 
to  you,  as  to  my  children,  in  the  language  of  truth — Listen. 

"Your  bad  men  have  made  my  heart  sicken,  and  bleed,  by  the  murder 
of  one  of  my  white  children  in  Georgia.  Our  peaceful  mother  earth 
has  been  stained  bv  the  blood  of  the  white  man,  and  calls  for  the 
punishment  of  his  murderers,  whose  surrender  is  now  demanded  under 
the  solemn  obligation  of  the  treaty  which  your  chiefs  and  warriors  in 
council  have  agreed  to.  To  prevent  the  spilling  of  more  blood,  you 
must  surrender  the  murderers,  and  restore  the  property  they  have  taken. 
To  preserve  peace,  you  must  comply  with  your  own  treaty. 

**  Friends  and  Brothers,  listen.  Where  you  now  are,  you  and  my  white 
children  are  too  near  to  each  other  to  live  in  harmony  and  peace.  Your 
game  is  destroyed,  and  many  of  your  people  will  not  work  and  tin  the 
earth.  Beyond  the  great  river  Mississippi,  where  a  part  of  your  nation 
has  gone,  your  father  has  provided  a  country  large  enough  for  all  of 
you,  and  he  advises  you  to  remove  to  it.  There  your  white  brothers 
will  not  trouble  you ;  they  will  have  no  claim  to  the  land,  and  you  can 
hve  upon  it,  you  and  all  your  children,  as  long  as  the  grass  grows  or 
the  water  runs,  in  peace  and  plenty.     It  will  be  yours  for  ever.     For 
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the  improvements  in  the  country  where  you  now  live^  and  for  all  the 
stock  which  you  cannot  take  with  you,  your  father  will  pay  you  a  fair 
price. 

**  In  my  talk  to  you  in  the  Creek  nation,  many  years  ago,  I  told  you 
of  this  new  country,  where  you  might  be  preserved  as  a  great  natiooi 
and  where  your  white  brothers  would  not  disturb  you.  In  that  country 
your  father,  the  President,  now  promises  to  protect  you,  to  feed  you, 
and  to  shield  you  from  all  encroachment.  Where  you  now  live,  your 
white  brothers  have  always  claimed  the  land.  The  land  beyond  the 
Mississippi  belongs  to  the  President  and  to  none  else,  and  he  wiH  give 
it  to  you  for  ever. 

"  My  children,  listen.  The  late  murder  of  one  of  my  white  children 
in  Greorgia,  shows  you  that  you  and  they  are  too  near  to  each  other. 
These  bad  men  must  now  be  delivered  up,  and  suffer  the  penalties  of  the 
law  for  the  blood  they  have  shed. 

"  I  have  sent  my  agent,  and  your  friend,  Colonel  Crowell,  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  the  murderers,  and  to  consult  with  you  upon 
the  subject  of  your  removing  to  the  land  I  have  provided  for  you  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  order  that  my  white  and  red  children  may  live  in 
peace,  and  that  the  land  may  not  be  stained  with  the  blood  of  my 
children  again.  I  have  instructed  Colonel  Crowell  to  speak  the  truth 
to  you,  and  to  assure  you  that  your  father,  the  President,  will  deal 
fairly  and  justly  with  you ;  and  whilst  he  feels  a  father's  love  for  you, 
that  he  advises  your  whole  nation  to  go  to  the  place  where  he  can  pro- 
tect and  foster  you.  Should  any  incline  to  remam  and  come  under  the 
laws  of  Alabama,  land  will  be  laid  ojQP  for  them,  and  their  families  in 
fee. 

"My  children,  listen.  My  white  children  in  Alabama  have  extended 
their  law  over  your  country.  If  you  remain  in  it,  you  must  be  subject 
to  that  law.  If  you  remove  across  the  Mississippi,  you  will  be  subject 
to  your  own  laws,  and  the  care  of  your  father  the  President. — ^You  will 
be  treated  with  kindness,  and  the  lands  will  be  yours  for  ever. 

"  Friends  and  brothers,  listen.  This  is  a  straight  and  good  talk.  It 
is  for  your  nation's  good,  and  your  father  requests  you  to  hear  his 
counsels. 

(Signed)  •*  Andrew  Jackson. 

«  March  23, 1829." 

These  brave  Creeks  bore  up  against  oppression,  and  defended  their 
country  against  the  intriguers  and  villanous  paper-money  speculatorst 
until  the  the  year  1836,  when  they  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  the 
last  I  heard  of  them  was  as  follows  : — 
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From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin j  July  20, 1836. 

''The  Creeks  amounting  to  some  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred,  includ- 
ing XBCD,  women,  and  children,  reached  our  city  by  way  of  the  lake  on 
Monday  last.  Until  the  departure  of  the  boats,  which  are  to  convey 
them  to  their  place  of  destination,  west  [of  the  Mississippi,  they  have 
made  a  temporary  lodgment  along  the  bank  of  the  New  Canal,  below 
the  basin,  at  the  foot  of  Julia  Street.  The  excessive  rains  of  Monday 
night,  and  which  continued  nearly  without  intermission  all  of  yesterday,. 
have  proved  particularly  unfortimate  to  those  poor  savages  in  their 
marshy  situation,  some  thirty  or  forty  having  died,  as  we  are  informed, 
since  their  arrival. 

"With  the  aid  of  a  few  staves  and  boards,  some  tattered  canvas  and 
soiled  blankets,  they  have  put  up  a  few  rude  tents,  which  afiford  them, 
however,  but  feeble  protection  against  the  driving  rain.  Should  the 
present  wet  weather  continue,  and  farther  delay  be  occasioned  prior  to 
their  departure,  it  certainly  would  be  an  act  of  humanity  on  the  part 
of  the  city  authorities  to  appropriate  to  their  use  some  more  comfortable 
habitations  than  those  which  they  now  have.  The  barracks  or  new 
city  prison  might  be  used  for  such  a  purpose. 

"  These  Indians  are  not  chained,  as  was  reported,  but  are  quite  at  large. 
They  do  not  appear  to  be  destitute  of  the  proper  clothing,  and  are 
without  arms.  We  noticed  among  the  group  some  fine-looking  warriors, 
who  with  their  well  chiselled  frames,  strongly  developed  muscles,  dark 
hair,  hazel  ejes,  high  cheek-bones,  and  noses  that  would  rival  the 
Greek,  in  precision  of  outline,  showed  a  combination  of  manly  beauty 
and  strength,  that  we  have  rarely  seen  surpassed  by  the  pale  faces. 
There  are  Indian  damsels,  too,  who  need  only  the  habiliments  and 
decorations  of  a  more  refined  state  of  society,  to  create  no  little  envy 
among  even  more  polished  dames,  *  the  observed  of  all  observers.' 

"  Yet  they  are  all  poor  untutored  savages,  wandering  from  the  home 
of  their  fathers,  and  the  narrow  limits  that  civilized  pohcy  left  them 
but  in  mockery.  They  no  longer  look  upon  the  council  groves,  bend 
the  bow,  and  arm  the  rifle  in  chase,  nor  follow  unmolested  the  streams 
of  their  once  untrammelled  domain. 

"They  find  themselves  hemmed  in  by  those  who  have  stripped  them 
of  their  lands,  curbed  the  wild  and  unshackled  reign  of  their  nature, 
debased  them  from  the  majesty  of  their  birth  and  free  condition,  and 
now  transport  them  to  other  lands,  soon  in  turn  to  be  swallowed  by  the 
grasping  avarice  of  their  destroyers. 

'*  Can  we  think  of  this,  and  not  see  that  the  Indian  has  deep  and 
powerful  promptings  to  revenge  against  those  who  have  thus  contributed 
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to  his  fallen  state,  and  left  him,  like  the  blasted  hemlock  of  his  own 
native  forest,  leafless  and  withered  both  root  and  branch." 

The  following  official  document,  short  as  it  is,  is  enough  of  itself  to 
exhibit  the  true  character  of  the  Republicans. 

"  Majw  General  Scoit,  of  the  United  States  Army^  sends  to  the  Chero- 
kee people,  remaining  in  North  Carolinoj  Georgia,  Tennessee^  and 
Alabama,  this  Address. 

"  Gherokees, — ^The  President  of  the  United  States  has  sent  me,  with 
a  powerful  army,  to  cause  you,  in  obedience  to  the  treaty  of  1835,  to 
join  that  part  of  your  people,  who  are  already  established  in  prosperity 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Unhappily,  the  two  years  which 
were  allowed  for  the  purpose  you  have  suifered  to  pass  away  without 
following,  and  without  making  any  preparation  to  follow ;  and  now,  or 
by  the  time  that  this  solemn  address  shall  reach  your  distant  settle- 
ments, the  emigration  must  be  commenced  in  haste,  but,  I  hope,  with* 
out  disorder.  I  have  no  power,  by  granting  a  farther  delay,  to  correct 
the  error  that  you  have  committed.  The  full  moon  of  May  is  already 
on  the  wane,  and  before  another  shall  have  passed  away,  every  Cherokee 
man,  woman  and  child,  in  those  States,  must  be  in  motion  to  join  their 
brethren  in  the  far  West. 

**  My  Friends, — This  is  no  sudden  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  whom  you  and  I  must  now  obey.  By  the  treaty,  the  emi- 
gration was  to  have  been  completed  on  or  before  the  23rd  of  this  month  ; 
and  the  President  has  constantly  kept  you  warned,  during  the  two 
years  allowed,  through  all  his  officers  and  agents  in  this  country,  that 
the  treaty  would  be  enforced. 

•*  I  am  come  to  carry  out  that  determination.  My  troops  already 
occupy  many  positions  in  the  country  that  you  are  to  abandon,  and 
thousands  and  thousands  are  approaching,  from  every  quarter,  to  render 
resistance  and  escape  alike  hopeless.  All  those  troops  regular  and 
militia,  are  your  friends.  Receive  them  and  confide  in  them  as  such. 
Obey  them  when  they  tell  you  that  you  can  remain  no  longer  in  this 
country.  Soldiers  are  as  kind  hearted  as  brave,  and  the  desire  of 
every  one  of  us  is  to  execute  our  painful  duty  in  mercy.  We  are  com- 
manded by  the  President  to  act  towards  you  in  that  spirit,  and  such  is 
also  the  wish  of  the  whole  people  of  America. 

**  Chiefs,  head  men,  and  Warriors !— Will  you,  then,  by  resistance, 
compel  us  to  resort  to  arms  ?  God  forbid  !  Or  will  you,  by  flight,  seek 
to  hide  yourselves  in  mountains  and  forest,  and  thus  oblige  us  to  hunt 
you  down  ?  Remember  that  in  pursuit,  it  may  be  impossible  to  avoid 
conflicts.    The  blood  of  the  white  man,  or  the  blood  of  the  red  man. 
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may  be  spilt,  aiid  if  spilt,  however,  accidentally,  it  may  be  impossible 
for  the  discreet  and  humane  among  you,  or  among  us,  to  prevent  a 
general  war  and  carnage.  Think  of  this,  my  Cherokee  brethre  !  I 
am  an  old  warrior,  and  have  been  present  in  many  a  scene  of  slaughter ; 
bu  spare  me,  I  beseech  you,  the  horror  of  witnessing  the  destruction  of 
the  Cherokees. 

*•  Do  not,  I  invite  you,  even  wait  for  the  close  approach  of  the  troops ; 
but  make  such  preparation  for  emigration  as  you  can,  and  hasten  to 
this  place,  to  Ross's  Landing,  or  to  Gunter's  Landings  where  you  will 
be  received  in  kindness  by  officers  selected  for  the  purpose.  You  will 
find  food  for  all,  and  clothing  for  the  destitute,  at  either  of  those  places ; 
and  thence  at  your  ease,  and  in  comfort,  be  transported  to  your  new 
homes  according  to  the  terms  of  th^  treaty. 

<^  This  is  the  address  of  a  warrior  to  warriors.  May  his  entreaties 
be  kindly  received,  and  may  the  God  of  both  prosper  the  Americans 
and  Cherokees,  and  preserve  them  long  in  peace  and  friendship  with 
each  other. 

"  WiN&yiBLo  Scott.  !1 

"  Cherokee  Agency^  May  10, 1838." 

So  much  for  the  unhappy  Cherokees,  and  so  much  for  American 
cruelty  and  baseness.  I  did  not  think  of  noticing  the  sufferings  of  any 
other  tribe ;  but  the  following  letters  relating  to  the  Seminoles  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  unacceptable. 

"  To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

"  Washifigton,  March  1, 1826.1 

'*  I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  together 

with  the  representation  from  Colonel  Brooke,  relating  to  the  present 

condition  of  the  Indians  in  Florida,  and  which  I  recommend  to  the 

favourable  consideration  of  Congress. 

"  John  Quinct  Auams." 

"  To  the  Presideni  of  the  United  States, 

"  Department  of  War,  Feb.  14, 1826. 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Brooke,  of  Florida,  to  Colonel  Gibson  of  this  city,  on  the 
present  suffering  condition  of  the  Florida  Indians.  The  correspondence 
with  the  department  for  some  time  past  confirms  the  truth  of  Colonel 
Brockets  statement ;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  these  representations 
that  partial  relief  was  authorized  by  you  from  the  contingencies  of  the 
Indian  department.  Being  convinced  that  the  country  to  which  these 
Indiana  have  emigrated  is  not  suited  either  in  soil  or  salubrity  to  their 
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preservation,  instructions  were  some  weeks  ago  forwarded  to  Goyemor 
Duval  to  ascertain  their  disposition  in  regard  to  a  removal  to  land 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  hoped  they  may  accede  to  the  proposition ; 
meanwhile,  however,  humanity  demands  that  they  should  be  kept  from 
starving.  They  are  where  they  are  by  our  seeking,  and  the  country 
was  exchanged,  as  is  usually  the  case,  by  treaty ;  doubtless  with  an 
ignorance  on  their  part  of  the  nature  of  that  to  which  they  consented  to 
emigrate,  and  erroneous  information  on  ours  as  to  its  fitness. 

*'  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  subject  of  the  sufferings  of  these 
people  be  referred  to  Congress,  that  such  relief  may  be  afforded  as,  in 
the  wisdom  of  that  body,  may  seem  proper. 

"  Connecting  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  those  Indians  with  that  of 
their  immediate  relief,  I  would  suggest  that  the  sum  of  50,000  dollars 
be  appropriated  with  a  view  to  both. 

''  James  Barbour.'' 

Here  is  an  acknowledgment  by  the  secretary  of  war  that  lying, 
trickery,  and  deception,  are  regularly  practised  by  the  government 
towards  these  Indians ;  and,  of  Course,  those  that  have  hearts  containing 
such  baseness  will  and  do  practise  the  same  insincerity  and  villany 
towards  all  men,  of  whatever  colour  or  country,  when  it  can  be  done 
with  impunity.  Here  it  is  stated  that  the  Indians  were  cheated  out  of 
their  inheritance ;  that  the  poor  Clotures  had  confided  in  statements  that 
were  erroneous.  "  They  are,"  says  the  laecretary  of  war,  "  where  they 
are  by  our  seeking,  and  their  country  was  exchanged,  as  is  usually  the 
case,  by  treaty ;  doubtless,  with  an  ignorance  on  their  part  of  the  nature 
of  that  to  which  they  consented  to  emigrate,  and  erroneous  information 
•B  ours  as  to  its  fitness." 

The  following  official  letters  will  further  show  the  conduct  of  American 
republicans  to  the  unfortunate  Indians. 

"  From  the  NoAionai  Intelligencer  of  Friday, 

^*  AFFAIRS  IN  FLORIDA. 

*^  Among  the  additional  papers  concerning  the  campaign  in  Florida, 
transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  die  House  of 
Representatives  •  on  Monday  last,  we  find  the  following  letter  irom 
General  Jesup,  of  recent  date,  containing  highly  interesting  information 
of  his  movements  and  views  of  things  in  that  quarter : — 

^^  Head-quarters^  Army  of  the  South. 
"  Fort  JupUer,  Feb.  11,  1838. 

•*  Sir, — I  reported  to  the  Adjutant-general,  on  the  9th  inst.,  the  opera- 
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tions  of  this  diyision  of  the  anny  south  of  this  post  to  that  date,  and  the 
arrangement  which  I  had  entered  into  with  the  chiefs  Tuskeegee  and 
Hallek  Hago.  The  arrangement  is,  that  they  are  to  come  in  with  their 
families  and  their  people,  and  are  to  await  the  decision  of  the  President 
whether  they  shall  remain  in  the  country  or  not.  I  promised  to 
recommend  that  they  he  permitted  to  remain,  and  that  a  portion  of  this 
territory  be  assigned  to  them  as  their  residence. 

^  Before  presenting  my  views  on  that  subject^  and  redeeming  my  pledge 
to  die  Indians,  it  [may  be  proper  for  me  to  state  my  own  position  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  emigration,  so  that  in  what  I  shall  say  in 
relation  to  the  Semin'oles,  my  views  in  regard  to  the  general  principle 
may  not  be  mistaken.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  Indians  cannot,  under 
our  constitution,  have  a  separate  political  existence  within  an  inde- 
pendent state  of  this  Union,  without  the  consent  of  the  state,  I  believe 
that  it  is  due  to  the  states  in  which  they  are  congregated  in  large  bodies^ 
to  remove  them  whenever  they  are  pressed  upon  by  the  white  population, 
and  their  lands  become  necessary  to  the  agricultural  wants  of  the 
community.  And  I  hold  that  Congress,  and  not  the  Indians,  are  to 
determine  the  proper  time  for  their  removal.  We,  in  oar  federal 
capacity,  owe  the  Indians  protection,  secured  to  our  own  citizens  by  the 
equal  operation  of  our  laws,  for  that,  in  their  condition,  would  be  merely 
nominal  protection ;  but  we  owe  them,  in  their  individual  and  collective 
capacity,  that  protection  which  the  parent  owes  to  the  child,  or  the 
guardian  to  the  ward;  and  to  secure  them  that  protection,  we  must 
place  them  beyond  the  operation  of  state  laws.  With  the  fullest 
conviction,  therefore,  not  only  of  the  policy,  but  of  the  justice  and 
humanity  of  the  measure,  I  am  in  favour  of  their  entire  emigration ;  and 
I  have  supported  that  policy  under  four  successive  administrations.  But 
I  believe  we  should  not  apply  the  principle  nntil  the  white  population 
are  in  contact  with,  or  intermingled  among  them*  The  state  of  things 
at  which  I  consider  their  removal  imperative,  actually  existed  when  the 
tribes  inhabiting  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  South 
Alabama,  were  sent  to  the  west ;  that  state  of  things  actually  exists  in 
relation  to  the  Cherokees  in  Tennessee,  North  Alabama,  and  Georgia; 
and  regardless  of  the  opposition  made  to  the  measure  they  should  be  at 
once  removed. 

**  In  regard  to  the  Seminoles,  we  have  committed  the  error  of  attempting 
to  remove  them  when  their  lands  were  not  required  for  i^ricultursl 
purposes — ^when  they  were  not  in  the  way  of  the  white  inhabitants,  and 
when  the  greater  portion  of  the  country  was  an  unexplored  wilderness) 
of  the  interior  of  which  we  were  as  ignorant  as  of  the  interior  of  China. 
We  exhibit,  in  our  present  contest,  the  first  instance,  perhaps,  since  the 
commenoement  of  authentic  hi8tory«  of  a  nation  employing  an  army  to 
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explore  a  country,  (for  we  can  do  litUe  more  than  explore  it,)  or 
attempting  to  remove  a  band  of  aayages  from  one  unexplored  wildemoBs 
to  another. 

"  As  a  soldier,  it  is  my  duty,  I  am  aware,  not  to  comment  upon 
government,  but  to  carry  it  out  in  accordance  with  my  instructions.  I 
have  endeavoured  faithfully  to  do  so ;  but  the  prospect  of  terminating 
the  war  in  any  reasonable  time  is  anything  but  flattering.  My  decided 
opinion  is,  that  unless  immediate  emigration  be  abandoned,  the  war  will 
continue  for  years  to  come,  and  at  constantly  accumulating  expense.  Is 
it  not  then  well  worthy  the  serious  consideration  of  an  enlightened 
t  government,  whether,  even  if  the  wilderness  we  are  traversing  could  be 
inhabited  by  the  white  man,  (which  is  not  the  fact,)  the  object  we  are 
contending  for  would  be  worth  the  cost?  I  certainly  do  not  think  it 
would;  indeed,  I  do  not  consider  the  country  south  of  Chickasa 
Hatchee  worth  the  medicines  we  shall  expend  in  driving  the  Indians 
from  it. 

"  If  I  were  permitted,  and  it  is  with  great  diffidence  I  venture  to  make 
the  suggestion,  I  would  allow  them  to  remain,  and  would  assign  them  to 
the  country  west  of  the  Kissimee,  Okee,  Ghobec,  and  Panei  Okee,  and 
east  of  Pease  creek,  south  to  the  extreme  of  Florida.  That  would 
satisfy  them ;  and  they  might  hold  it  on  the  express  condition  that  they 
should  forfeit  their  right  to  it  if  they  should  ever  commit  depredations 
upon  the  white  inhabitants,  or  pass  the  boundaries  assigned  to  them 
without  the  written  permission  of  the  military  commander  or  ag&at. 

*^  By  placing  an  agency  and  authorizing  trading-houses  on  Charlotte's 
Harbour,  they  could  be  soon  concentrated ;  and  stationing  a  competent 
military  force  there  and  at  Tampa  Bay,  they  might  be  readily  controlled, 
and,  if  necessary,  removed  from  the  country,  should  they  become 
troublesome,  or  fail  to  fulfil  their  engagements.  I  respectfully  recommend 
the  measure  to  your  consideration  and  that  of  the  President,  as  the  only 
means  of  terminating,  immediately,  a  most  disastrous  war,  and  leaving 
the  troops  disposable  for  other  service.  I  desire  a  decision  as  soon  as 
yovx  oonvenience  will  permit,  as  by  the  middle  of  April,  at  farthest,  the 
troops  must  be  withdrawn  from  all  the  posts  in  the  interior  to  preserve 
their  lives. 

**  Should  it  be  determined  to  remove  the  Indians  by  force,  and  to 
continue  the  war  until  they  submit  unconditionally,  I  desire  that  the 
communication  be  confidential,  and  that  the  matter  be  considered 
confidential  at  Washington,  in  order  that  I  may  have  information  of  it 
before  it  can  be  communicated  by  letter-writers  to  others ;  for  there  can 
be  but  little  doubt  of  their  flying  to  the  swamps  again  and  renewing  the 
war,  should  the  decision  be  to  remove  them. 
**  If  it  be  determined  that  the  Indians  now  in  Florida  remain,  it  would 
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be  better  that  those  who  are  at  New  Orleans  «nd  Charleston,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  chiefs,  be  sent  to  the  west ;  their  force 
would  thus  be  divided  and  weakened,  and  many  of  the  relations  of  those 
sent  west  might  soon  be  induced  to  follow. 

"  This  communication  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  aide-de-camp-. 
Lieutenant  liinnard,  a  highly  valuable  officer,  whom  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  your  favourable  consideration  and  attention.     I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
<  *'  Th.  S.  Jbsup. 

*^  Major-General  Commanding. 

**  The  Han.  J,  R.  Poinsett, 
"  Secretary  of  Wary  Washington  cityV 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major- General  Jesup. 

'* Department  of  War^  March  1,  1838: 

"Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu-' 
nication  of  the  11th  of  February,  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  your  aide- 
de-K:amp,  Lieutenant  Linnard.  The  subject  of  it  is  one  of  deep  interest, 
and  I  have  given  to  it  the  most  diligent  and  respectful  consideration. 

'*  In  the  present  stage  of  our  relations  with  the  Indians  residing  witliin 
the  states  and  territories  east  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  Seminoles, 
it  is  useless  to  recur  to  the  principles  and  motives  which  induced  the 
government  to  determine  their  removal  to  the  west  The  acts  of  the 
executive,  and  the  laws  of  Congress,  evince  a  determination  to  carry  out 
the  measure,  and  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  country. 

'*In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  treaty  of  Payne*s  Landing  was  made 
Math  the  Seminoles,  and  the  character  of  the  officer  employed  on  the 
part  of  the  government  is  a  guarantee  of  the  perfectly  fair  manner  in 
which  that  negociation  was  conducted  and  concluded.  Whether  the 
government  ought  not  to  have  waited  until  the  Seminoles  were  pressed 
upon  by  the  population  and  their  lands  become  necessary  to  the 
agricultural  wants  of  the  community,  is.  not  the  question  for  the 
executive  now  to  consider.  The  treaty  has  been  ratified  and  is  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  President  requires  that 
he  should  cause  it  to  be  executed.  I  cannot,  therefore,  authorize  any 
arrangement  with  the  Seminoles  by  which  they  will  be  permitted  to 
remain,  or  assign  them  any  portion  of  the  territory  of  Florida  as  their 
future  residence. 

**  The  department  indulge  the  hope,  that,  with  the  extensive  means 
placed  at  your  disposal,  the  war,  by  a  vigorous  effort,  niight  be  brought 
to  a  close  this  campaign.  If,  however,  you  are  of  opinion  that,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  character  of  the  enemy,  such  a  result  is 
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impracticable}  and  it  ii'^dvisable  to  make  a  temporary  arrangement 
with  the  Seminoles,  by  which  the  safety  of  the  settlements  and  the  posts 
will  be  secured  throughout  the  summer,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 
In  that  event  you  will  establish  posts  at  Tampa,  and  on  the  eastern 
shore,  and  wherever  else  they  are,  in  your  opinion,  necessary  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  country  ;  and  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  leaving 
Colonel  Zadock  Taylor,  of  the  First  Infantry,  in  command  of  them. 

"  In  moving  north  with  your  forces,  you  may  make  similar  arrange- 
ments with  the  other  bands.  I  deem  it,  however,  of  great  importance 
that  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  chastise  the  marauding  Indians, 
who  have  committed  depredations  upon  the  habitations  of  the  people  of 
Middle  Florida.  I  beg  you  will  address  yourself  to  Colonel  James 
Gadsden  for  information  on  this  subject ;  and  you  may,  if  you  think 
proper,  yield  to  his  suggestion  of  leaving  a  battalion  for  the  protection 
of  the  people  of  that  neighbourhood.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  you 
will  be  able  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  these  Indians  to  do  any  farther 
mischief.  They  ought  to  be  captured  or  destroyed.  As  soon  as,  in 
your  opinion,  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  you  will  reduce  your  force  of 
mounted  men  from  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee. 

•'  Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Poinsett." 

Your  Lordship  will  find  in  the  Appendix  a  variety  of  other  extracts 
from  public  documents  and  newspapers  relative  to  the  Indians  and  their 
treatment.  You  have  seen,  from  the  foregoing,  that  the  Cherokees  had 
in  a  great  measure  entirely  shaken  off  their  habits  as  aborigines,  and 
that  they  exhibited  to  the  world  perhaps  the  only  example  of  a  savage 
race  which  ever  attained  a  state  of  civilization.  Alas !  they  exist  no 
more  as  a  civilized  people.  The  Cherokees,  as  your  Lordship  knows, 
had  the  printing-press  in  full  operation  among  them — that  a  native  of 
that  nation  had  discovered  that  the  "  talking  leaf"  was  not  a  gift  of 
the  '^  Grent  Spirit "  to  white  men  alone — ^that  the  same  individual  had 
invented  an  alphabet  of  the  Cherokee  language,  in  which  their  news- 
papers and  other  works  were  printed,  and  that  alphabet  is,  as  I  am 
informed,  the  most  perfect  in  the  world. 

With  the  most  profound  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe 
myself. 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 
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To  Matthew  Devenport  Hiily  Esq.^  Q.  C,  Recorder  of  the  Borough  of 

Birmingham^  ^c.  S^c, 

SiE,  Bishop^ s  Itchingtoriy  September  12,  1839. 

As  a  gentleman  eminent  in  your  profession; — as  a  person  of  irre- 
proachable private  character ; — and  as  a  liberal  in  politics,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  addressing  this  letter  to  you,  Sir,  in  order  that  it  may  draw 
your  attention  to  the  fallacy  of  the  doctrine  of  self-government,  and  to 
the  inherent  defects  of  a  national  polity  founded  upon  what  is  called  the 
pure  democratic  or  representative  system.  You  will  perceive  that  I  write 
this  letter  as  though  I  was  in  America,  where  I  in  fact  was  when  it  was 
composed*  - 

The  first  newspaper  that  I  saw  in  the  United  States  had  for  its  motto 
the  following  words,  taken  from  Washington's  valedictory  address, — 
"  Whatever  measures  have  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the  Union,  or  contri- 
bute to  violate  or  lessen  the  sovereign  authority,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  hostile  to  the^liberty  and  independence  of  America."  At  that  time  it 
Btrack  me  as  something  remarkable  that  this  motto  should  be  so  well 
adhered  to,  for  there  never  came  under  my  notice  a  single  word  in  oppo- 
sition to  public  authority,  or  to  the  principles  of  the  Union.  I  know  now 
that  there  had  been  out-breakings  and  disorder  in  America  at  earlier 
periods  of  its  government,  but  about  the  time  I  arrived  everything  seemed 
to  go  smooth  and  agreeable ;  and  this  pleasant  state  of  things  was  first 
disturbed  by  news  from  Creorgia  of  the  proceedings  of  Governor  Troup 
in  relation  to  the  Indians*  land ;  and  from  that  time  every  kind  of  Lynch- 
ing and  disorder  have  been  increasing. 

That  threat,  to  dissolve  the  Union,  was  soon  followed  by  another 
which  at  first  seemed  to  be  of  still  greater  importance, — it  was  what  was 
termed  the  South  Carolina  Nullification  ;  that  is,  the  state  of  South 
Carolina  refused  to  pay  any  more  taxes  to  the  general  government,  unless 
the  general  government  would  alter  the  laws,  and  make  them  agreeable 
to  their  wish.  These  high-minded,  gallant,  and  honourable  men,  ever 
true  to  their  purpose,  made  a  protestation  that  they  would  perish  to  a 
man  before  they  would  longer  submit  to  the  tariff;  and  it  was  more  to 
be  expected,  as  they  wished  us  to  believe,  for  the  sun  to  stand  still  upon 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  than  that  South  Carolinians  should  undertake 
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that  which  they  would  not  carry  into  effect.  All  this  great  nation, 
therefore,  was  made  to  fear  and  tremble  at  the  Proclamation  by  the 
G&vernor  of  South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  one  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  setting  forth  that  the  tariff  laws,  so  obnoxious 
to  the  Southern  states,  should,  at  all  hazards,  be  carried  into  effect.  The 
Carolinian  proclamation  is  too  long  for  me  to  give  the  whole,  and  a  few 
extracts  will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  which  is  to  show  the  narrow 
escapes  the  Union  has  already  had  from  dissolution ;  and  that  these 
dangers  were  all  occasioned  by  paper  money.  The  said  proclamation 
commences  as  follows : — 

"  Proclamation  by  the  Oovemor  of  South  Carolina. 

**  Whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  issued  his 
Proclamation  concerning  an  *  Ordinance  of  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina, to  nullify  certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,*  laying 
*  duties  and  imposts  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.' 

"  And  whereas,  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  now  in  session, 
taking  into  consideration  the  matters  contained  in  the  said  proclamation 
of  the  President,  have  adopted  a  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  viz. : — 

'^  Whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  issued  his  procla- 
mation, denouncing  the  proceedings  of  this  State ;  calling  upon  the 
citizens  thereof  to  renounce  their  primary  allegiance,  and  threatening 
them  with  military  coercion,  unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  a  free  state ;  be  it  therefore 

"  *  Resolved,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  forthwith 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  warning  the  good  people  of  this  State  against 
the  attempt  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  seduce  them  from 
their  allegiance,  exhorting  them  to  disregard  his  vain  menaces,  and  to 
be  prepared  to  sustain  the  dignity  and  protect  the  liberty  of  the  State 
against  the  arbitrary  measures  proposed  by  the  President.' 

"  Now,  I,  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  said  resolution,  do  hereby  issue  this  my  proclamation, 
solemnly  warning  the  good  people  of  this  State  against  the  dangenma 
and  pernicious  doctrines  promulgated  in  the  said  proclamation  of  the 
President,  as  calculated  to  mislead  their  judgments  as  to  the  true  cha- 
racter of  the  government  under  which  they  live,  and  the  paramount 
obligation  which  they  owe  to  the  State,  and  manifestly  intended  to 
seduce  them  from  their  allegiance ;  and,  by  drawing  them  to  the  support 
of  the  violent  and  unlawful  measures  contemplated  by  the  President  to 
involve  them  in  the  guilt  of  rebellion.  I  would  earnestly  admoniak 
them  to  beware  of  the  specious  but  false  doctrines  by  which  it  is  now 
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attempted  to  be  shown  that  the  several  States  have  not  retained  their 
entire  sovereignty ; '  that  the  alliance  of  their  citizens  was  transferred^ 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States ;'  *  that  a 
state  cannot  be  said  to  be  sovereign  and  independent  whose  citizens 
owe  obedience  to  laws  not  made  by  it ; '  that  '  even  under  the  royal 
government,  we  had  no  separate  character ; '  that  the  constitution  has 
created  a  national  government,  which  is  not  *  a  compact  between  sove- 
reign states' —  '  that  a  state  has  no  right  to  secede;^ — in  a  word,  that 
'ours  is  a  national  government,  in  which  the  people  of  all  the  States  are 
represented,  and  by  which  we  are  constituted  *  one  people  ; '  and  that 
our  representatives  in  Congress  are  all  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  particular  States  from  which  they  come' — doc- 
trines which  uproot  the  very  foundation  of  our  political  system;  annihi- 
late the  rights  of  the  States,  and  utterly  destroy  the  liberties  of  the 
citizen. 

•  *  *  *  "  South  Carolina  has  not  '  assumed'  what 
could  be  considered  at  all  doubtful,  when  she  asserts  *  that  the  acts  in 
question  were,  in  reality,  intended  for  the  protection  of  manufactures ; ' 
'that their  operation  is  unequal;'  that  the  amount  received  by  them 
is  greater  than  is  required  by  the  wants  of  the  government ;  and^  finally, 
'  that  the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied  to  objects  unauthorized  by  the  con- 
stitution .'  These  facts  are  notorious , — ^these  obj ects  openly  avowed .  The 
President,  without  instituting  any  inquisition  into  motives,  has  himself 
discovered,  and  publicly  denounced  them,  and  his  officer  of  finance  is  even 
BOW  devising  measures  intended,  as  we  are  told,  to  correct  these  ac- 
knowledged abuses. 

*  *  *  *  "  The  brave  men,  who  have  thrown  themselves 
into  the  breach  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country,  are 
not  to  be  driven  from  their  holy  purposes  by  such  means  (as  those  ex- 
pressed in  the  President's  proclamation).  *  Even  unmerited  obloquy 
and  death  itself  have  no  terrors  for  him  who  feels  and  knows  that  he 
is  engaged  in  the  performance  of  a  sacred  duty.'  The  people  of  South 
Carolina  are  well  aware  that,  however  passion  and  prejudice  may  obtain 
for  B  season  the  mastery  of  the  public  mind, — reason  and  justice  must 
sooner  or  later  reassert  their  empire :  and  that  whatever  may  be  the  events 
of  this  contest,  posterity  will  do  justice  to  their  motives,  and  to  the  spotless 
purity  and  devoted  patriotism  with  which  they  have  entered  into  an 
ardnous  and  most  unequal  conflict,  and  the  unfaltering  courage  with 
which,  by  the  blessings  of  heaven,  they  will  maintain  it 

^  The  whole  argument,  so  far  as  it  is  designed  at  this  time  to  enter  into 
it,  is  now  disposed  of;  and  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  some  passages  in 
the  proclamation  which  cannot  be  passed  over  in  silence.  The  President 
distinctly  intimates  that  it  is  his  determination  to  exert  the  right  of 
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putting  down  the  opposition  of  South  Carolina  to  the  tariff  by  force  of 
arms.  He  believes  himself  invested  with  power  to  do  this,  under  the 
provision  of  the  constitution  which  directs  him  to  *  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed.'  Now,  if  by  this  it  was  only  meant  to  be 
asserted  that,  under  the  law  of  Congress  now  in  force,  the  President 
would  feel  himself  bound  to  aid  the  civil  tribunals  in  the  manner  therein 
prescribed,  supposing  such  law  to  be  constitutional,  no  just  exception 
could  be  taken  to  this  assertion  of  executive  duty.  But  if  as,  manifestly 
intended,  the  President  sets  up  the  claim  to  judge  for  himself  in  what 
manner  the  laws  are  to  be  enforced,  and  feels  himself  at  liberty  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  and  even  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  union, 
against  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  her  constituted  authorities  and 
citizens,  then  it  is  clear  that  he  assumes  a  power  not  only  not  conferred 
on  the  executive  by  the  constitution,  but  which  belongs  to  no  despot 
upon  earth  exercising  a  less  unlimited  authority  than  the  autocrat  of 
all  the  Russias ;  an  authority  which,  if  submitted  to,  would  at  once 
reduce  the  free  people  of  the  United  States  to  a  state  of  the  most  abject 
and  degraded  slavery." 

*  *  *  «*  Here  then  it  is  seen,  that,  unless  the  President  is  resolved 
to  disregard  all  constitutional  obligations,  and  to  trample  the  laws  of 
his  country  under  his  feet,  he  has  no  authority  whatever  to  use  force 
against  the  state  of  South  Carolina  :  and  should  he  attempt  to  do  so, 
the  patriotic  citizens  of  this  state  know  too  well  their  own  rights,  and 
have  too  sacred  a  regard  to  their  duties,  to  hesitate  one  moment  in  repel- 
ling invasion,  come  from  what  quarter  it  may." 

*  *  *  "We  will  stand  upon  the  soil  of  South  Carolina,  and 
maintain  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  state,  or  be  buried  beneath  its 
ruins.  As  unhappy  Poland  fell  before  the  power  of  the  autocrat,  so 
may  Carolina  be  crushed  by  the  power  of  her  enemies." 

*  *  *  "  The  President  has  intimated  in  his  proclamation,  that  a 
*  standing  army '  is  about  to  be  raised  to  carry  secession  into  effect. 
South  Carolina  desires  that  her  true  position  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood both  at  home  and  abroad.  Her  object  is  not  disunion, — she  has 
raised  no  *  standing  army,*  and  if  driven  to  repel  invasion  or  resist 
aggression,  she  will  do  so  by  the  strong  arms  and  stout  hearts  of  her 
citizens.  South  Carolina  has  solemnly  proclaimed  her  purpose;  that 
purpose  is  the  vindication  of  her  rights.  .  .  .  Above  all,  she  esti- 
mates, as  beyond  all  price,  her  liberty,  which  she  is  unalterably  deter* 
mined  never  to  surrender  while  she  has  the  power  to  maintain  it." 

"  The  President  denies,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  the  right  of  a  state 
under  any  circumstances  to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  puts  this  denial 
on  the  ground,  *that  from  the  time  the  states  parted  with  so  many 
powers  as  to  constitute  jointly  with  the  other  states  a  single  nation,  they 
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cannot  from  that  period  possess  anyrightto  secede.'  What  then  i^ains 
of  those  *  rights  of  the  states,'  for  which  the  President  professes  so 
'high  a  reverence?*  In  what  do  they  consist?  and  hy  what  tenure 
are  they  held  ?  The  uncontrolled  will  of  the  federal  government.  Like 
any  other  petty  corporation,  the  states  may  exert  such  powers  and  such 
only  as  may  be  permitted  by  their  superiors.  When  they  step  beyond 
these  limits,  even  a  federal  officer  will  set  at  nought  tl^eir  decrees,  repeal 
their  solemn  ordinances,  proclaim  their  citizens  to  be  traitors,  and 
reduce  them  to  subjection  by  military  force :  and  if  driven  to  desperation, 
ihey  should  seek  a  refuge  in  secession,  they  are  to  be  told  that  they  have 
bound  themselves  to  those  who  have  perpetrated  or  permitted  these 
enormities,  in  the  iron  bonds  of  a  perpetual  union.'* 

*  ♦  ♦  "  Fellow-citizens,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  South 
Carolina,  I  do  once  more  solemnly  warn  you  against  attempts  to  seduce 
you  from  your  primary  allegiance  to  the  state.  I  charge  you  to  be  faith- 
ful to  your  duty  as  citizens  of  South  Carolina,  and  earnestly  exhort  you 
to  disregard  those  *vain  menaces'  of  military  force,  which,  if  the  Pre- 
sident, in  violation  of  all  his  constitutional  obligations,  and  of  yoiur  most 
sacred  rights,  should  be  tempted  to  employ,  it  would  become  your 
solemn  duty,  at  all  hazards,  to  resist.  I  require  you  to  be  fully  prepared 
to  sustain  the  dignity  and  protect  the  liberties  of  the  state,  if  needs  be, 
with  your  '  lives  and  fortunes.'  And  may  that  great  and  good  Being, 
who,  as  a  *  father,  careth  for  his  children,'  inspire  us  with  a  'holy  zeal 
in  a  good  cause,  which  is  the  best  safeguard  of  our  rights  and  liberties." 

"  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  state  to  be  here- 
unto affixed,  and  have  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

*'  Done  at  Columbia,  this  20th  day  of  December^  in  the  year  of  our 
Loid,  1882,  and,  in  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  the  fifty- 
seventh." 

"  Robert  Y.  Hatne. 
"jBy  the  Ooverrun-J^*  "  Samuel  Hammon,  Secretary  of  State. 

This  "  talk,"  as  the  Indians  would  call  it,  ended  as  that  o£  their 
neighbours  of  Georgia  had  done.  These  things  are  very  injurious  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  When  such  solemn  vows  and  protestations  are  made, 
by  the  highest  in  authority,  only  to  be  broken,  it  is  no  wonder  that  men's 
words  and  promises  on  lighter  matters  should  be  disregarded ;  and  that 
no  reliance,  in  this  country,  is  now  to  be  placed  on  the  word  of  man. 
If  there  be  one  blessing  greater  than  others,  it  is  that  which  teaches  men 
to  be  faithful  to  their  engagements ;  and  a  nation  that  is  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  possess  this  blessing — possess  what  she  will  besides — is  not  to 
be  admir«i  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  A  nation  that  is  truly  great  makes 
no  rash  vows,  nor  engages  in  anything  that  it  does  not  seriously  intend 
to  perform. 


(93  OK  KUtUFIGATlON. 

•  ^  The  spirit  of  our  party*"  say  the  mullifiers,  '^  is  bigh  and  lofty ;  ike 
contemptible  document  of  the  President  was  read  with  80ora»  disgust,  and 
ridicule.  When  the  part  which  addresses  us  as  his  childr^  was  read, 
laughter  4perTaded  the  house.  We  are  prepared  for  every  thing.  The 
state-rights'  party,  otherwise  the  state,  have  determined  to  rerist  at  all 
hazards  or  consequences,  trusting  in  the  integrity  of  our  cauae,  and  the 
guidance  of  that  good  Providence  who  will  ever  prosper  the  right.  We 
will,  at  the  word,  fly  to  the  rescue  of  our  state ;  and  God  grant  that  the 
stain  which  the  first  invader  shall  implant  by  his  footsteps  may  *be 
washed  away  in  his  blood." 

Mr.  Rhett,  a  member  from  South  Carolina,  in  his  speech  in  Con^^reas 
the  other  day,  alluding  to  the  days  of  nullification,  said  they  did  not 
threaten.    ^'^We  intended  no  threat,"  said  he,  "  no  intimidation.    A 
brave  man  seldom  threatens :  he  will  express  his  opinions  and  determina* 
tions,  and  he  will  maintain  the  one,  and  enforce  the  other,  but  he  will 
not  act  upon  the  principle  of  fear,  because  he  feels  not  its  existence  iu 
his  own  bosom  ;*'  and  yet  he  immediately,  and  in  the  same  paragraph* 
acknowledges  that  they,  in  that  case,  compromised  and  submitted  to 
that  with  which  no  freeman  need  be  very  deeply  enamoured.     He  re- 
marked that  '*  the  tariff  bill  of  1833  is  no  such  mighty  boon  to  the  south 
that  we  need  have  any  special  desires  that  it  should  be  observed 
inviolate.     Twenty  per  cent,   discriminating  duty  exacted  from  the 
consumers  of  the  country,  for  the  benefit  of  northern  manufacturers, 
with  cash  duties  and  the  home  valuation,  equal  to  some  ten  per  cent, 
more,  constitutes  a  measure  of  tribute  with  which  no  freeman  need  be 
very  deeply  enamoured.   From  respect  to  my  native  state,  I  shall  never, 
upon  this  floor,  violate  a  compromise  which  she  has  sanctioned :  although, 
as  a  counsellor  in  her  convention,  I  resisted  its  acceptance  with  all  my 
feeble  powers.     She  adopted  it,  however,  contrary  to  my  humble  coun- 
sel ;  a  mighty  offering  for  peace,  because  great  principles  were  involved. 
Her  faith  shall  be  maintained  unsullied  by  me.     But  if  others,  if  you 
think  proper  to  set  aside  the  compromise  this  bill  contains,  do  so. 
We  are  ready ;  we  are  willing  to  meet  the  issue.     You  may  not  again 
fmd  the  south,  in  such  a  contest,  divided,  distracted,  confounded.    And, 
sir,  no  time  can  be  more  auspicious  than  now ;  when  the  *  fever,'  in 
consequence  of  your  abolition  aggression,  so  freely  bums.     Would  that 
it  raged  deeper,  wider,  higher  I     Now  is  the  time  to  sweep  off  all  our 
discontents  at  a  single  blow.     Re-open  the  tariff  question, — assail  our 
domestic  institutions — not  insidiously,  (as  you  have  commenced  this 
Cumberland  road,  and  all  your  other  aggressions,  beginning  by  a  prayer 
for  a  survey,  and  ending  in  grasping  millions,)  but  openly,  directly,  and 
fairly.     The  obstacle  of  a  straw  shall  not  be  laid  in  your  way  by  me. 
I  never  have, — I  never  will, — by  word  or  act,  seek  to  avoid  the  contest 


ON  KDLLIFlCAflON.  193 

either  here  or  elsewhere ;  and  if  it  is  to  come,  God  grant  me  life  to 
see* it  and  to  meet  it. — False  confidence  is  our  only  danger.  '  We  know 
omr  rights,  and  knowing,  dare  maintain  them.' " 

And  what  is  the  use  of  your  daring  to  maintain  them,  if  you  do  not 
maintain  them  ?  Surely  the  whole  world  from  its  first  creation  has  never 
produced  a  race  of  vain  hoasters,  equal  to  those  of  South  Carolina.  If  they 
had  talked  less  and  **  maintained"  more,  they  would  have  got  rid  of  the  un- 
just and  unconstitutional  tariff.  It  never  would  have  survived  that  crisis,— 
it  would  have  perished  hefore  it  had  produced  the  overflowing  treasury, 
which  is  a  principle  cause  of  our  extra  difficulties.  The  villanous 
bankers  got  the  treasure  and  lent  in  paper  to  the  people  ten  times  its 
amount  on  the  strength  of  it.  There  never  hefore,  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  has  heen  such  a  wholesale  daring  rohhery  committed.  Millions  of 
dollars  got  together  hy  taxing  the  farmers,  artisans,  and  labourers, — and 
those  dollars  divided  among  the  states ; — subdivided  among  the  bankers, 
and  chartered  companies,  and  all  sorts  of  thieves,  that  were  plundering 
us  in  a  thousand  other  ways  before  and  at  the  time  the  division  took 
place. 

Such  a  piece  of  injustice  was  never  known  before.  I  care  not  where 
you  look  for  its  equal.  You  may  review  the  **  iron  sway  of  the  feudal 
system,"  as  Webster  everlastingly  talks  about ;  you  may  let  him  point 
out  to  you  the  deeds  done  in  the  days  of  **  Empson  and  Dudley," — the 
"darkness  of  the  middle  ages;"  in  short  you  may  go  with  him  his 
regular  round  to  "  Tripoli,"  "Tunis,"  and  "Algiers,"  in  search  of 
desperate  deeds,  and  if  you  go  with  him  to  the  d — 1,  you  will  never 
find  the  equal  of  this  deep-laid  scheme  for  fleecing  the  deluded  multi- 
tude. 

When  I  look  at  my  coat,  and  think  that  one-half  that  it  cost  me 
went  into  a  purse,  which  purse  was  given  to  some  rascally  company  of 
money-makers,  or  of  canal,  rail-road,  or  some  other  previously  privileged 
gang — when  I  consider,  that  all  that  I  and  my  family  have  worn, 
used,  ate  and  drank,  has  in  some  way  or  other  for  years  been  taxed, 
not  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  dividing  the  amount  among  chartered  monopolists,  is  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  I  consider  these  things,  and  have  blood  in  my  veins,  that  I 
feel  enwrathed  at  them,  and  that  I  resolve  never  to  rest  till  they  and 
their  contrivances  are  exterminated  from  among  us  ? 

All  this  mischief  you  will  easily  comprehend  emanated  out  of  paper- 
money.  "South  Carolina,"  says  the  proclamation,  **has  not  assumed 
what  could  be  considered  as  at  all  doubtful,  when  she  asserts  that  the 
acts  in  question  were  in  reality  intended  for  the  protection  of  manufac- 
turers; that  their  operation  is  unequal;  that  the  amount  received  by 
thetn  is  greater  than  is  required  by  the  wants  of  the  government;  and, 
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finally,  that  the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied  to  oljects  unauthorised  by 
the  oonstitution ;  these  facts  are  notorious — these  objects  openly  avowed. 
The  president,  without  instituting  any  inquisition  into  motives,  has 
himself  discovered,  and  publicly  denounced  them ;  and  his  officer  of 
finance  is  even  now  devising  measures  intended,  as  we  are  told,  to 
correct  thes^  acknowledged  abuses." 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  sharpers,  who  have  directly  or 
indirectly  a  stake  in  the  bank-note  business,  want  employment  for  their 
easily  obtained  *'  capital,"  as  they  call  it,  and  they  entice  to  the  country 
foreign  mechanics,  exceedingly  clever  as  '*  operatives,"  but  more  ignorant 
than  the  ass  that  carries  the  panniers  as  to  any  thing  relating  to  the  tricks 
practised  upon  them  by  their  employers  ;  who  next  get  a  charter,  under 
some  pompous  title  or  other ;  presently  they  have  a  large  establishment, 
and  set  two  or  three  hundred  of  these  men  busily  to  work ;  whom  they 
ring  in  and  out  of  their  factory,  as  countrymen  ring  swarms  of  bees  into 
the  hive  for  the  purpose  of  making  honey»  which,  in  due  time,  is  to  be 
taken  by  the  bankers,  or  those  who  furnished  the  '^  capital.'' 

Merely  having  a  charter  for  each  company  of  these  worthy  "  capitalists" 
is  not,  by  them,  deemed  a  sufficient  privilege;  so  they  all  combine  together, 
and  get,  independent  of  their  separate  charters,  one  grand  charter  for  the 
whole,  which  charter  they  call  a  tariff;  and  which  is  a  law  to  force  ua 
all  to  buy  their  wares  at  their  own  prices,  provided  those  prices  do  not 
exceed  the  prices  of  the  same  kind  of  goods  manufactured  elsewhere, 
after  such  goods  have  paid  a  duty  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent.  They  can- 
not manufacture  goods  and  compete  with  other  manufacturers  that  are 
untrammelled,  because  their  cheap  currency  so  enhances  the  prices  of 
provisions,  and  consequently  of  labour.  The  bankers,  having  become 
their  masters,  say  that  they  shall  not  have  gold  and  silver,  so  they  are 
obliged  to  "  stop  the  spindles,"  as  Daniel  Webster  would  say,  or  to 
be  protected  under  a  tariff!  They  of  the  south  are  great  consumers  and 
small  producers  of  manufactured  goods,  they  therefore  very  justly  ask 
why  they  should  be  thus  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  this  extortionate  race  of 
bankers  ? 

The  "  Washington  Globe,"  the  first  newspaper  in  the  United  States, 
speaking  of  the  degraded  state  of  Philadelphia,  says : — 

^*  Bank  Government — To  what  abasement  a  bank  government  has 
reduced  a  city  once  so  famous  for  the  purity,  probity,  economy,  and 
order  impressed  upon  it  by  its  Quaker  origin,  will  be  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  the  Philadelphia  Ledger,  a  paper  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
oppressed  democratic  minority  of  that  city. 

"  *  Our  City  Government — The  time  has  arrived  when  every  citizen 
should  ask  himself,  what  is  to  be  the  end  ?  Vice  reigns  in  high  places, 
the  dice-box  is  rattled  by  office,  and  drunkenness  wears  the  robe  of 
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authority.  Gaming-houscB  at  every  corner  invite  the  youth  to  ruin,  and 
the  husband  and  father  to  beggar  his  wife  and  children  for  the  insane 
gratification  of  an  hour.  Houses  of  infamy  bid  defiance  to  law,  and 
their  brazen  inmates  crowd  every  public  place,  bidding  defiance  to 
decency.  Grog-shops  innumerable  light  up  the  fires  of  hell  in  almost 
every  family  circle,  and  manufacture  misery  and  crime  by  wholesale,  to 
prey  upon  the  peace  and  the  property  of  the  virtuous  and  orderly.  Offi- 
cial corruption  pours  out  pubHc  money  like  water,  and  saddles  every 
property-holder  with  a  nightmare  of  taxation,  to  support  extravagant 
and  useless  expenditure.  No  citizen  is  safe  in  his  house  from  the  knife 
of  the  assassin,  and  no  house  is  safe  from  the  torch  of  the  incendiary. 
Our  city  is  steeped  in  misgovernment ;  it  has  drained  to  the  dregs  the 
cup  of  misrule ;  "  our  rulers  have  brought  us  inio  muddy  waierSy^  and 
it  is  time  for  every  voter  to  ask  himself,  "  Where  is  this  to  end  ?  "  We 
can  tell  him  that  it  will  end  in  the  ruin  and  disgrace  of  our  city,  and 
that  the  only  preventive  is — a  change,^ " 

This  nullification  business  led  the  way  to  these  things,  and  did  infinite 
harm  and  no  good.  '*  The  American  system  '*  is  still  in  existence,  and 
must  continue  to  exist,  while  there  is  fraudulent  paper-money.  The 
Carolinians  ought  to  have  issued  their  flaming  ordinance  against  the 
fraudulent  banking  system.  If  they  could  have  killed  that,  the  other 
would  have  died,  or  dropped  off  for  want  of  further  nourishment. 
Instead  of  which,  they  effected  nothing,  excepting  setting  an  example  to 
others,  to  lessen  and  bring  into  contempt  the  sovereign  authority,  and 
to  hasten  the  dissolution  of  the  union.  Since  their  proceeding,  we  have 
had  all  kinds  of  nuUifiers,  Lynchers,  and  "  virtual  repealers,*'  until  we 
are  actually  left  without  any  other  sovereign  authority  than  that  of  bank 
notes. 

For  further  particulars  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  these  matters, 
and  to  the  affairs  of  the  Union  in  general,  I  must  refer  you  to  my  other 
letters,  and  to  the  Appendix;  in  the  mean  time,  I  beg  to  subscribe 
myself, 

Your  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 


o  2 


196         TO  THE  ENGLISH  ABOLITIONISTS  OF  NEGRO  SLAYERT. 


TO    D.    O'CONNELL,    M.  P.,    JOSEPH    STURGB,    ESQRS.,    AND    THE    OTHER 
ENGLISH    ABOLITIONISTS    OF    NEGRO    SLAVERY. 

Southarriy  Warwickshire^  Sepieniher  16, 1839. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  AM  not  about  to  condemn  or  to  approve  of  your  opposition 
to  negro  slavery.  It  is  a  question  of  too  much  importance  for  me  to 
decide  upon,  without  more  consideration  than  I  have  given  to  it.  I  am 
convinced,  however,  from  what  I  have  seen  in  America,  that  to  free 
those  who  were  born  slaves,  and  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  for 
their  owner  a  kind  man,  would  be  to  inflict  a  curse,  rather  than  to 
bestow  a  blessing,  upon  them. 

*  As  to  the  cruel  treatment  inflicted  by  the  tyrannic  owners,  that  we 
cannot  too  much  deplore.  And  as  to  those  who  voluntarily  enter  into 
such  trade,  for  them  no  excuse  can  be  found ;  but  we  ought  to  make 
every  fair  allowance  for  those  who  have  inherited  slaves,  and  who  were 
bom  and  bred  up  in  countries  where  slavery  is,  and  has  ever  been 
a  common  thing.  And  we  should  bear  strongly  in  mind,  too,  that  to 
free,  at  once,  the  immense  number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States  of 
America  would  be  to  do  that  of  which  no  man  could  foresee  the  conse- 
quences. But  this  makes  it  the  more  necessary  that  much  discussion 
and  consideration  should  be  bestowed  upon  it ;  and  forms  no  ground 
whatever  for  the  barbarous  proceedings  which  I  am  about  to  speak  of. 
With  the  Abolition  question  I  have  nothing  to  do :  my  purpose,  at  pre- 
sent, being  to  point  out  to  you  that  which  all  of  you  may  not  be  aware 
of; — and  that  which  will  have  a  tendency,  I  hope,  to  make  those  that 
are  not  already  so  thankful  that  Providence  has  placed  them  under  a 
goveniment,  and  amidst  a. people,  that  suffer  them  to  enjoy  their  own 
opinions  on  these  and  other  matters  ;  and  that  they  can,  at  any  time  or 
place,  assemble  together  to  discuss  what  subject  they  please,  without 
being  made  afraid  by  an  ignorant  mob  of  blood-thirsty  brutes,  who  are 
fit  for  nothing  but  slaves  themselves. 

Had  your  lot  been  cast  in  the  United  States  of  America,  in  that 
"  Great  Republic,"  where  so  much  is  said  of  liberty,  you  could  not,  but 
at  the  hazard  of  your  lives  and  properties,  have  uttered  a  word  in  favour 
of  emancipating,  or  even  of  instructing,  the  poor  negroes.  The  first 
independent  act  that  "  great  people*'  did,  was  to  declare  that  all  men 
were  created  equal,  and  that  every  one  had  a  right  to  liberty,  and  while 
they  were  thus  enlightening  the  world  on  this  subject,  they  were 
actually  tightening  the  chains  of  their  own  slaves. 
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You  will  suppose  that,  in  the  non-slave-holding  states,  the  people,  if 
they  did  not  generally  disapprove,  would  not,  at  any  rate,  interest  them- 
selves in  the  support  of  slavery ;  and,  surely,  those  Jhat  are  honest  and 
sensible  will  scarcely  believe  it  posssible  for  freemen,  like  the  Pennsyl- 
vanians,  whose  motto  is  "  Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Independence,''  to 
sally  out  in  mobs,  and,  without  judge  or  jury,  destroy  the  property  of» 
and  put  to  death,  any  man  that  dares  to  defend  either.  And  yet  such 
is  the  case,  even  in  the  "  enlightened  city  of  Philadelphia,*'  where,  if  a 
man.  is  only  suspected  of  sympathizing  with  the  blacks,  whether  free  or 
slaves,  such  a  man  finds  it  necessary  to  plead,  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner, for  his  life  and  property, — an  instance  of  which  I  give  you  in  the 
Appendix,  of  one  David  P.  Brown,  Esq.,  attorney-at-law,  in  the  said 
city.  This  gentleman  was  suspected  by  his  "  fellow-citizens,"  in  1835, 
of  being  rather  inclined  to  freedom  of  speech  on  the  "Abolition  Question," 
and  the  Lynchers  gave  it  out  that  they  were  about  to  call  on  him,  when 
he  found  it  necessary  to  publicly  address  them,  and  to  excuse  himself 
as  well  as  he  could  for  having  given  offence  to  the  supreme  autliority^ 
of  the  land :  part  of  which  excuse  you  will  find  in  said  Appendix ; 
where  you  will  also  find  how  many  others,  guilty  of  a  like  offence,  have 
suffered.  I  have  there  selected  a  few  cases,  which  will  show  you  how 
the  blacks,  and  those  that  befriend  the  blacks,  are  treated.  I  assure 
you  that  in  the  free  states  all  that  are  considered  to  have  any  tinge, 
however  slight,  of  die  negro  about  them,  no  matter  how  respectable,  are 
cruelly  used ;  and,  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  rich  as  well  as 
poor,  they  are  considered  little  or  nothing  better  than  the  beast  of  the 
field.  It  is  grievous  to  hear  the  scornful  epithets  given  to  them  by  the 
boys  in  the  streets,  as  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  hector.  And  this 
feeling  towards  the  negroes  every  day  increases, — a  convincing  proof  of 
which  we  have  in  their  having  been  excluded  from  the  elective  fran- 
chise by  the  New  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  just  now 
come  into  effect. 

Fifty  years  back,  at  the  making  of  the  late  constitution  of  that  State, 
the  free  blacks  were  considered  as  men,  and  came  within  the  pale  of  the 
famed  declaration,  that  all  men  are  equal.  To  be  sure,  in  large  cities, 
or  towns,  popular  opinions,  against  which  American  constitutions  have, 
from  the  beginning,  been  but  a  dead  letter,  would  not  suffer  them  to 
vote ;  and  they  were  as  effectually  excluded  by  that  authority,  in  Phila- 
delphia, as  they  will  now  be  by  the  new  constitution,  which,  in  this 
respect,  will  only  serve  to  show  the  world  how  liberty  and  equality  are 
marching  in  Pennsylvania. 

Had  the  blacks  been  disfranchised,  on  account  of  their  want  of  capa- 
pacity,  by  those  campelent  io  judge^  it  would  have  been  right  enough ; 
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but  the  truth  is,  that  that  power  which  excluded  the  blacks  from  the 
polls,  ought  to  be  excluded  itself;  which  the  reader  of  this  letter,  and  its 
Appendix,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  well  convinced  of. 

Among  the  free  blacks,  it  is  true,  there  are  some  that  are  not  so  good 
and  deserving  as  they  should  be.     If  it  were  not  so  it  would  be  a  won- 
der indeed,  considermg  the  example  set  them  by  the  "  superior  race ;" 
but,  generally  speaking,  those  that  are  labourers  are  the  best  and  most 
civil  labourers  that  are  to  be  found  in  America.     Many  of  them  are 
industrious,  careful,  and  honest :  but  the  hand  of  the  oppressor  knows 
no  distinction ;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  the  horrid  barbarities  that 
are  at  times  inflicted  upon  them.    A  person  cannot  walk  the  streets  of 
any  city  in  the  United  States,  without  seeing  some  unprovoked  attack 
made  upon  them.    And  I  have  seen  mobs,  without  any  alleged  cause, 
other  than  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  negroes  ought  not  to  ht  suffered  to 
live  in  tifree  country — I  have  seen  such  mobs  march  in  order  down  to 
that  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  principally  inhabited  by 
coloured  people,  and  deliberately  set  about  to  murder  them,  destroy  their 
houses,  break  up  their  furniture,  steal  their  money,  or  other  valuable 
things  that  the  poor  creatures  might  possess.     And,  to  escape  the  mur- 
derous hands  of  these  infuriated  and  fiend-like  beings,  the  affirighted  and 
screaming  women  and  children,  in  whatever  condition  they  happened 
to  be  in  at  the  time,  have  flown  from  their  homes  to  the  woods,  where 
they  have,  for  weeks  together,  slept  upon  leaves,  and  lived  upon  berries, 
or  what  else  by  chance  they  could  get ;  and  whither  their  savage  pur- 
suers, not  having  glutted  their  vengeance  in   the  city,  have  followed 
them,  till  fairly  tired  out  with  what  they  term  "  hunting  the  Nigs.'*    I 
have  seen  these  wretches  tear  down  forty  houses  at  one  time,  in  one  of 
these  riots,  and  it  has  taken  them  three  days  and  nights  to  accomptish 
this.     It  has  been  done  in  the  presence  of  the  mayor  of  the  dty,  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  all  the  public  authorities;  and  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  riot  were  as  well  known  to  these  authorities  as  I  am 
known  to  my  own  brother.     Not  an  individual,  however,  that  ever  I 
beard  of,  was  punished  for  having  taken  such  a  part.     Indeed,  it  is  well 
understood  that  these  atrocious  deeds  are  encouraged  by  the  powers 
that  be,  and  their  object  in  doing  this  is  to  please,  and  to  keep  in  the 
good  graces  of  the  southern  slave-holders,  too  many  of  whose  hearts  are 
elated  at  the  death-screech  of  the  negro,  whether  from  free  or  slave 
states,  or  whichever  wind  of  heaven  brings  it  to  them.     These  public 
officers,  therefore,  who  are  merchants,  traders,  and  so  on,  expect  for 
their  services  iii  this  way  to  be  favoured  with  the  slave-holders'  com* 
mands  for  merchandise  ;  and  when  the  proceedings  of  the  Abolitionists 
in  Philadelphia  had  given  offence  to  the  slave  states,  the  merchants 
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and  traders  of  the  said  city  held  a  meeting,  at  which  they  unani- 
mously resolved,  that  thdr  own  hearts  were  8<ntnd  to  the  core  in  fayour 
of  slavery . 

In  fact,  there  is  nothing  that  such  men  would  not  do  to  make  money 
if  they  are  assured  they  can  escape  with  impunity.  And  here  I  cannot 
forbear  from  quoting  freely  from  Dr.  Ghanning's  letter  to  senator 
Henry  Clay»  on  the  annexation  of  Teicas  to  the  United  States,  dated 
August  1,  1837.  This  letter  describes  the  character  of  the  Americans, 
in  many  respects  better  than  I  have  seen  it  described ;  and  coming,  as  it 
it  does,  from  one  of  themselves,  will,  perhaps,  have  a  tendency  to  ease 
off  the  odium,  that  a  foreiguer  may  be  liable  to,  for  having  dared  to  speak 
the  truth  concerning  the  **  Great  RepuWican  Nation :" — 

*'  The  first  grant  of  land  in  Texas  to  our  citizens  was  made  under 
the  Royal  Government ;  and»  in  accepting  it,  the  obligation  was  ex* 
pressly  incurred,  of  submission  to  the  civil  and  religious  despotism 
which  then  crushed  the  country.  It  was  understood  that  the  settlers 
were  to  adopt  the  Catholic  faith,  and  'to  conform  in  all  other  respects 
to  the  institutions  of  Mexico.  Under  the  revolutionary  governments, 
which  succeeded  the  fall  of  the  Spanish  .power,  the  original  grant 
was  confirmed,  and  new  ones  made,  on  condition  of  subjection  to 
the  laws  of  the  land.  The  terms  were  very  liberal,  except  that  ad- 
herence to  the  Catholic  religion  was  required  as  the  condition  of  settle- 
ment. These  facts  will  help  us  to  understand  the  reasonableness  of 
some  of  the  complaints,  under  which  the  colonists  seek  to  shelter  their 
revolt. 

'*  Mexico,  on  declaring  her  independence  of  the  mother  country, 
established  a  Republican  government,  and  was  imfortunately  betrayed  by 
her  admiration  of  this  country  into  the  adoption  of  a  Federal  system, 
for  which  no  foundation  had  been  laid  in  her  previous  history.  From 
this  cause^  added  to  her  inexperience  in  self-government,  and  to  the 
want  of  intelligence  among  the  mass  of  her  population,  her  institutions 
have  yielded  very  imperfectly  the  fruits  of  freedom.  The  country  has 
been  rent  by  factions,  the  capital  convulsed  by  revolutions,  and  the  chief 
office  of  the  state  been  secured  by  the  military  to  popular  chieftains. 
The  emigrants  from  this  country  to  Texas  went  with  open  eyes,  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs,  into  this  region  of  mis- 
rule and  agitation.  Happily  their  distance  from  the  seat  of  government 
prevented  their  being  drawn  into  the  whirlpool  of  civil  contests,  which 
threatened  at  times  the  destruction  of  the  metropolis.  Whilst  the  city 
of  Mexico  was  pillaged  or  laid  under  martial  law,  Texas  found  secu- 
rity in  her  remoteness;  and*  had  her  colonists  proved  loyal  citizens, 

this  security  might  have  been  undiaturbed. 

m  «  «  «  * 
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.  "  I  have  spoken  of  the  Texans  as  a  handful  of  people.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  insurrection  they  were  about  twenty  thousand^  including 
women  and  children.  They  were,  of  course,  wholly  unable  to  achieve 
or  maintain  national  independence ;  so  that  one  condition  which  is 
required  to  authorise  revolution,  namely,  the  ability  to  sustain  a  govern- 
ment to  perform  the  duties  of  sovereignty,  they  could  not  pretend  to 
ful£l.  Twenty  thousand  men,  wcMnen,  and  children,  raising  the  ataud- 
ard  of  war,  and  proposing  to  dismember  a  mighty  empire !  It  is  very 
possible  that  there  are  suburbs  of  London  containing  an  equal  number 
of  discontented  people,  who  suffer  under,  and  have  reason  Xo  coinplain 
of,  municipal  or  national  injustice.  And  may  these  fly  to  arms,  set  up 
for  a  nation,  and  strive  to  break  the  unity  of  the  British  dominions?  It 
should  also  be  remembered,  that  the  Texans  were  not  only  a  drop  in 
the  bucket  compared  with  the  Mexican  population,  but  that  they  were  a 
decided  minority  in  the  particular  State  to  which  they  belonged ;  so  that 
their  revolt  may  be  compared  to  the  rising  of  a  county  in  Massachusetts 
or  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  separate  sovereignty,  on 
the  ground  of  some  real  or  imagined  violation  of  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  or  the  State  government.  Still  more,  this  little  knot  of  Texaus 
were  far  from  being  unanimous  as  to  the  revolt.  The  older  and 
wealthier  inhabitants  favoured  peace.  *  There  were  great  differences 
of  opinion  among  the  colonists,  and  even  violent  party  dissensions. 
Many  who  were  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  property  were  opposed 
to  all  these  hostile  movements.  The  first  public  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence was  adopted,  not  by  persons  assuming  to  act  in  a  representa- 
tative  capacity,  but  by  about  ninety  individuals^  all,  except  two,  Ame- 
ricans, if  we  may  judge  by  their  names,  acting  for  themselves,  and 
recommending  a  similar  course  to  their  fellow-citizens.  That  declara- 
tion furnishes  proofs  of  the  dissensions  and  jealousies  of  which  we  have 
spoken. — It  proves  another  fact,  that  the  ancient  population  of  the  pro- 
vince was  favourable  to  the  new  views  of  the  government  of  Mexico.'  In 
some  letters,  written  by  Col.  S.  T.  Austin,  the  founder  of  the  colony,  in 
the  year  1834,  whilst  imprisoned  in  Mexico  on  the  charge  of  encourag- 
ing revolutionary  movements  in  Texas,  we  have  some  remarkable  pas- 
sages, showing  the  aversion  of  the  sounder  part  of  the  population  to 
violent  measures :— *  I  wish  my  friends  and  all  Texas  to  adopt  and  firmly 
adhere  to  the  motto  and  rule  I  have  stated  in  this  letter.  The  rule  is, 
to  discountenance,  in  the  most  unequivocal  and  efficient  manner,  all 
persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  speaking  or  writing  in  violent  or  disre- 
spectful terms  of  the  Mexican  people  or  authorities.— I  have  been  led 
into  so  much  difficulty,  and  Texas  has  been  bo  much  jeopardized  in  its 
true  and  permanent  interests,  by  inflammatory  men,  p<ditical  fanatics, 
political  adventurers,  would-be-great  men,  vain  talkers,  and  visionary 
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fools,  that  I  begin  to*  lose  all  confidence  except  in  those  who  seek  their 
Hving  between  the  plough-handles ;  and,  alas  for  them !  they  are  too 
often  sacrificed  before  they  know  it. — Tolerate  no  more  violent  measures, 
and  you  will  prosper  and  obtain  from  the  government  all  that  reason- 
able men  ought  to  ask  for.*  It  is  very  plain  that,  of  this  diminutive 
colony,  the  more  reasonable  men,  had  they  not  been  ovetborne  by  the 
more  violent,  would  have  averted  the  civil  war.     Such  was  the  number 

which  set  up  for  a  nation ! 

•    ,  »  •  «  « 

"  Having  thus  considered  the  grievances  of  the  Texans,  I  now  por- 
ceed  to  consider  the  real  and  great  causes  of  the  revolt.  These  are 
matters  of  notoriety,  so  as  to  need  no  minute  exposition.  The  first 
great  cause  was  the  unbounded,  unprincipled  spirit  of  land  speculation, 
which  so  tempting  a  prize  as  Texas  easily  kindled  in  multitudes  in  the 
United  States,  where  this  mode  of  gambling  is  too  common  a  vice. 
Jjarge  grants  of  land  in  Texas  were  originally  made  to  individuals,  chiefly 
citizens  of  our  country,  who,  in  many  cases,  transferred  their  claims  to 
joint^stock  companies  in  some  of  our  cities.  A  quotation  will  illustrate  the 
nature  of  these  grants  and  the  frauds  and  speculations  to  which  they  gave 
birth.  •  The  nominal  grantee  is  called  empresario.  He  is  considered, 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  merely  as  a  trustee  of  the  government, 
having  no  title  himself  to  the  land  within  the  limits  of  his  future  colony, 
except  upon  condition  of  settling  a  number  of  families  (within  a  given 
time).  The  settlers  themselves  receive  a  title  for  each  family  for  a 
league  square,  upon  the  express  condition  of  settlement  and  cultivation, 
and  the  payment  of  certain  very  moderate  charges  within  a  limited 
period.  It  is  believed  that  these  conditions  were,  by  the  colonization 
laws  of  Mexico,  the  basis  of  all  the  land  titles  in  Texas,  together  with 
the  further  condition,  that  all  right  and  title  should  be  forfeited,  if  the 
grantee  (or  new  settler)  should  abandon  the  country,  or  sell  his  land 
before  having  cultivated  it.  An  inspection  of  the  various  maps  of 
Texas  will  show  how  numerous  have  been  these  privileges  ceded  to 
various  empresarios. — ^The  face  of  the  province  from  Neuces  to  Red 
River,  and  from  the  gulf  to  the  mountains,  is  nearly  covered  by  them. 
It  became  at  last  a  matter  of  greedy  speculation  ;  and  it  is  a  notorious 
fact,  that  many  of  the  enipresarioSy  forgetting  the  contingent  character 
of  their  own  rights  to  the  soil,  and  the  conditions  upon  which  their 
future  colonists  were  to  receive  allotments  of  land,  proceeded  at  once  to 
make  out  scrip,  which  has  been  sold  in  the  United  States  to  an  incal  • 
culable  amount.  In  addition  to  this,  we  are  informed,  on  the  best  autho- 
rity, that  the  manufacture  of  land  titles,  having  no  foundation  whatever, 
has  been  carried  on  as  a  regular  business.  That  frauds  of  these  differ- 
ent kinds  have  been  practised  on  the  cupidity  and  credulity  of  the  people 


202       TO  THE  ENGLISH  ABOLITIOW18TS  OF  NCORO  SLATBRY. 

of  the  United  States  is  beyond  doubt.  Hud  the  close  of  the  presen 
campaig:n  been  what  its  opening  seemed  to  portend,  and  the  colonics 
been  broken  up,  it  would  be  impossible  to  calculate  the  losses  that 
would  be  sustained  by  those  who  hare  neyer  seen  the  land  which  they 
have  bought.  It  is  not  hazarding  too  much  to  say,  that  millions  have 
been  expended  in  the  Southern  and  South-western  States. 

*'  Texas,  indeed,  has  been  regarded  as  a  prey  for  land  speculators, 
within  its  own  borders,  and  in  the  United  States.  To  show  the  scale 
on  which  this  kind  of  plunder  has  been  carried  on,  it  may  be  stated^ 
that  the  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  in  open  violation  of  the  laws 
of  Mexico,  were  induced  '  by  a  company  of  land  speculators,  never  dis- 
tinctly known,  to  grant  them,  in  consideration  of  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
the  extent  of  four  hundred  square  leagues  of  public  land.  This  transac- 
tion was  disavowed,  and  the  grant  annulled,  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, and  led  to  the  dispersion  of  the  legislature,  and  the  imprisonment 
of  the  governor  Viesca.  And  yet  this  unauthorized,  and  perhaps  cor- 
rbpt,  grant  of  public  lands  formed  the  basis  of  new  speculation  and 
frauds.  A  new  scrip  was  formed ;  and  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  four  hundred  leagues  became,  in  the 
hands  of  speculators,  as  many  thousands.  .  The  extent  of  these  frauds  is 
yet  to  be  ascertained  :  for  such  is  the  blindness  of  cupidity,  that  any- 
thing which  looks  fair  on  paper,  passes  vnthout  scrutiny,  for  a  land  tide 
in  Texas.'  The  indignation  excited  in  the  Mexican  Government  by 
this  enormous  grant,  and  attempt  to  seize  the  legislators  who  perpe- 
trated it,  were  among  the  immediate  excitements  to  the  revolt.  In  con- 
sequence of  those  lawless  proceedings,  great  numbers  in  this  country  and 
Texas  have  nominal  titles  to  land,  which  can  only  be  substantiated  by 
setting  aside  the  authority  of  the  Greneral  Congress  of  Mexico,  and  are 
of  consequence  directly  and  strongly  interested  in  severing  this  pro- 
vince from  the  Mexican  confederacy. — Texan  independence  can  alone 
legalize  the  mighty  frauds  of  the  land  speculator.  Texas  must  be 
wrested  from  the  country  to  which  she  owes  allegiance,  that  her  soil 
may  pass  into  the  hands  of  cheating  and  cheated  foreigners.  We  have 
here  one  explanation  of  the  zeal  with  which  the  Texan  cause  was  em- 
braced in  the  United  States.  From  this  country  the  great  impulse  has 
been  given  to  the  Texan  revolution ;  and  a  principal  motive  has  been 
the  unappeasable  hunger  for  Texan  land.  An  interest  in  that  soil| 
whether  real  or  fictitious,  has  been  spread  over  our  country.  Thus  *  the 
general  zeal  for  freedom,'  which  has  stirred  and  armed  so  many  of  our 
citizens  to  fight  for  Texas,  turns  out  to  be  a  passion  for  unrighteous 
spoil. 

*'  I  proceed  to  another  cause  of  the  revolt,  and  this  was  the  resolu- 
tion to  throw  Texas  open  to  slave-holders  and  slaves.    Mexico,  at  the 
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moment  of  throwing  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  gave^  a  noble  testimony  of 
her  loyalty  to  free  principles,  by  decreeing  '  That  no  person  thereafter 
should  be  bom  a  slave,  or  introduced  as  such  into  the  Mexican  States ; 
that  all  slaves  then  held  should  receive  stipulated  wages,  and  be  sub- 
jected to  no  punishment  but  on  trial  and  judgment  by  the  magistrate.* 
The  subsequent  acts  of  the  goyemment  carried  out  fully  these  consti* 
tutional  provisions.  It  is  matter  of  grief  and  humiliation,  that  the 
emigrants  from  this  country,  whilst  boasting  of  superior  •  civilization, 
reitised  to  second  this  honourable  policy,  intended  to  set  limits  to  one 
of  the  greatest  social  evils.  Slaves  were  brought  into  Texas  with  their 
masters,  from  the  neighbouring  states  of  this  country.  One  mode 
of  evading  the  laws  was  to  introduce  slaves  under  formal  indentures 
for  long  periods,  in  some  cases,  it  is  said,  for  ninety-nine  years.  By  a 
decree  of  the  State  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  all  indentures  for 
a  longer  period  than  ten  years  were  annulled,  and  provision  was  made 
for  the  freedom  of  children  born  during  this  apprenticeship.  This  set- 
tled invincible  purpose  of  Mexico  to  exclude  slavery  from  her  limits 
created  as  strong  a  purpose  to  annihilate  her  authority  in  Texas.  By 
this  prohibition,  Texas  was  virtually  shut  against  emigration  from 
the  southern  and  western  portions  of  this  country,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  the  eyes  of  the  south  and  west  had  for  some  time  been 
turned  to  this  province,  as  a  new  market  for  slaves,  as  a  new  field  for 
slave-labour,  and  as  a  vast  accession  of  political  power  to  the  slave-hold- 
ing states.  That  such  views  were  prevalent,  we  know ;  for,  nefarious 
as  they  are,  they  found  their  way  into  the  public  prints.  The  project 
of  dismembering  a  neighbouring  republic,  that  slaveholders  and  slaves 
might  overspread  a  region  which  had  been  consecrated  to  a  free  popula- 
tion, was  discussed  in  newspapers  as  coolly  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of 
obvious  right  and  unquestionable  humanity.  A  powerful  interest  was 
thus  created  for  severing  from  Mexico  her  distant  province.  We  have 
here  a  powerful  incitement  to  the  Texan  revolt,  and  another  explana- 
tion of  the  eagerness  with  which  men  and  money  were  thrown  from  the 
United  States  into  that  region,  to  carry  on  the  war  of  revolution. 

"  I  proceed  to  another  circumstance,  which  helped  to  determine  or 
at  least  to  hasten  the  insurrection ;  and  that  was  the  disappointment  of 
the  Texans,  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  for  themselves  an  organization  as 
a  separate  state.  Texas  and  Coahuila  had  hitherto  formed  a  single 
state.  But  the  colonists,  being  a  minority  in  the  joint  Legislature,  found 
themselves  thwarted  in  their  plans.  Impatient  of  this  restraint,  and 
probably  suffering  at  times  from  a  union  which  gave  the  superiority  to 
others,  they  prepared  for  themselves  a  constitution,  by  which  they 
were  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  state,  neglecting  in  their  haste  the 
forms  prescribed  by  the  Mexican  law.    This  instrument  they  forwarded 
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to  the  capital j  for  the  sanetion  of  the  Glen€ral  Congress,  by  whom  it  was 
immediately  rejected.  Its  informality  was  a  sufficient.-  reason  far  its 
finding  no  better  reception ;  but  the  omission  of  all  provision  to  secure 
the  country  against  slavery  was  a  more  serious  obstacle  to  its  ratifica- 
tion.  The  irritation  of  the  Texans  was  great.  Once  invested  with 
the  powers  of  a  state,  they  would  not  have  found  it  difficulty  in  their 
remoteness  from  the  capital,  and  in  the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation, 
to  manage  their  affairs  in  their  own  way.  A  virtual  independej^ce 
might  have  been  secured,  and  the  laws  of  Mexico  evaded  with  in»- 
punity.  Their  exasperation  was  increased  by  the  imprisonment  of  the 
agent  who  had  carried  the  instrument  into  Mexico,  and  who  had  advised 
them,  in  an  intercepted  letter,  to  take  matters  into  their  own  hands,  or  t 
organize  a  state  government  without  authority  from  the  iLBitional  Con* 
gresB.  Thus  denied  the  privilege  of  a  separate  state,  and  threa,tened 
with  new  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  general  governm^t  to  enforce  the 
laws,  they  felt  that  the  critical  moment  had  arrived;  and,  looking 
abroad  for  help,  resolved  to  take  the  chances  of  a  conflict  with  the 
crippled  power  of  Mexico. 

"  Such  were  the  chief  excitements  to  the  revolt.  Undoubtedly,  the 
Texans  were  instigated  by  the  idea  of  wrongs,  as  well  as  by  mercenary 
hopes.  But  had  they  yielded  true  obedience  to  the  country,  of  which 
they  had  of  their  own  free  will  become  part ;  had  they  submitted  to  the 
laws  relating  to  the  revenue,  to  the  sale  of  lands,  and  to  slavery,  the 
wrongs  of  which  they  complained  might  never  have  been  experienced, 
or  might  never  have  been  construed  into  a  plea  for  insurrection.  The 
great  motives  to  revolt,  on  which  I  have  insisted,  are  so  notorious,  that 
it  is  wonderful  that  any  among  us  could  be  cheated  into  sympathy  with 
the  Texan  cause,  as  the  cause  of  freedom. — Slavery  and  fraud  lay  at 
its  very  foundation.  It  is  notorious,  that  land  speculators,  slaveholders, 
and  selfish  adventurers,  were  among  the  foremost  to  proclaim  and  en- 
gage in  the  crusade  for  '  Texan  liberties.'     From  the  hands  of  these  we 

• 

are  invited  to  receive  a  province,  torn  from  a  country  to  which  we  have 
given  pledges  of  amity  and  peace. — In  these  remarks,  I  do  not,  of  course, 
intend  to  say,  that  every  invader  of  Texas  was  carried  thither  by  selfish 
motives.  Some,  I  doubt  not,  were  impelled  by  a  generous  interest  in 
what  bore  the  name  of  liberty ;  and  more  by  that  natural  sympathy 
which  incites  a  man  to  take  part  with  his  countrymen  against  a  strangei; 
without  stopping  to  ask  whether  they  are  right  or  wrong.  But  the  mo* 
tives  which  rallied  the  great  efficient  majority  round  the  standard  of 
Texas  were  such  as  have  been  exposed,  and  should  awaken  any 
sentiment  but  respect. 

*'  Having  considered  the  motives  of  the  revolution,  I  proceed  to 
inquire)  how  wa^  it  accomplished  ?    The  answer  to  this  question  wiU 
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ihow  more  fully  the  criminality  of  the  enterprise.  The  Texans,  we  have 
seen,  were  a  few  thousands,  as  unfit  for  sovereignty  as  one  of  our  towns ; 
and,  if  left  to  themselves,  must  have  utterly  despaired  of  achieving  inde- 
pendence. They  looked  abroad;  and  to  whom  did  they  look?  To  any 
foreign  state?  To  the  government  under  which  they  had  formerly 
lived  ?  No ;  their  whole  reliance  was  placed  on  selfish  individuals  in  a 
neighbouring  republic  at  peace  with  Mexico.  They  looked  wholly  to 
private  indiriduals,  to  citizens  of  this  country,  to  such  among  us,  as, 
defying'  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  hungry  for  sudden  gain,  should  be 
lured  by  the  scent  of  this  mighty  prey,  and  should  be  ready  to  stain 
their  hands  with  blood  for  spoil.  They  held  out  a  country,  as  a  prize  to 
the  reckless,  lawless,  daring,  avaricious,  and  trusted  to  the  excitements 
of  intoxicated  imagination  and  insatiable  cupidity  to  supply  them  with 
partners  in  their  scheme  of  violence. 

*'  By  whom  has  Texas  been  conquered?  By  the  colonists  ?  By 
the  hands  which  raised  the  standard  of  revolt  ?  By  foreign  governments 
espousing  their  cause?  No;  it  has  been  conquered  by  your  and  my 
countrymen, — ^by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  our  laws 
and  of  the  laws  of  nations.  We, — we  have  filled  the  ranks  which  have 
wrested  Texas  from  Mexico.  In  the  army  of  eight  hundred  men  who 
won  the  victory  which  scattered  the  Mexican  force,  and  made  its  chief 
a  prisoner,  *  not  more  than  fifty  were  citizens  of  Texas,  having  griev- 
ances of  their  ovn  to  seek  relief  from  on  that  field.'  The  Texans, 
in  this  warfare,  are  little  more  than  a  name— a  cover,  under  which 
selfish  adventurers  from  another  country  have  prosecuted  their  work  of 
plunder. 

•*  Some  crimes,  by  their  magnitude,  have  a  touch  of  the  sublime ;  and 
to  this  dignity  the  seizure  of  Texas  by  our  citizens  is  entitled.  Modern 
times  furnish  no  example  of  individual  rapine  on  so  grand  a  scale.  It 
is  nothing  less  than  the  robbery  of  a  realm.  The  pirate  seizes  a  ship. 
The  colonists  and  their  coadjutors  can  satisfy  themselves  with  nothing 
short  of  an  empire.  They  have  left  their  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors  behind 
them.  Those  barbarians  conformed  to  the  maxims  of  their  age,  to  the 
rude  code  of  nations  in  time  of  thickest  heathenish  darkness.  They 
invaded  England  under  their  sovereigns,  and  with  the  sanction  of  the 
gloomy  religion  of  the  North.  But  it  is  in  a  civilized  age,  and  amidst 
refinement  of  manners  ;  it  is  amidst  the  lights  of  science,  and  the  teach- 
ings of  Christianity, — amidst  expositions  of  the  law  of  nations  and  en- 
forcements of  the  law  of  universal  love, — amidst  institutions  of  religion, 
learning,  and  humanity,  that  the  robbery  of  Texas  has  found  its  instru- 
ments. It  is  from  a  free,  well-ordered,  enlightened,  Christian  country 
that  hordes  have  gone  forth,  in  open  day,  to  perpetrate  this  mighty 
wrong. 
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**  Let  me  now  ask,  are  tbe  United  States  prepared  to  receive  from 
these  bands  the  gift  of  Texas  ?  In  annexing  it  to  this  country,  shall  we 
not  appropriate  to  ourselves  the  fruits  of  a  rapine  which  we  ought  to 
have  suppressed  ?  We  certainly  should  shrink  from  a  proposition  to 
receive  a  piratical  state  into  our  confederacy.  And  of  whom  does 
Texas  consist?  Very  much  of  our  own  citizens,  who  have  won  a 
country  by  waging  war  against  a  foreign  nation,  to  which  we  owed  pro- 
tection against  such  assaults.  Does  it  consist  with  national  honour, 
with  national  virtue,  to  receive  to  our  embrace  men  who  have  pros- 
pered  by  crimes  which  we  were  bound  to  reprobate  and  repress  ? 

*'  Had  this  country  resisted  with  its  whole  power  the  lawlessness  of 
its  citizens;  had  these,  notwithstanding  such  opposition,  succeeded  in 
extorting  from  Mexico  a  recognition  of  independence ;  and  were  their 
sovereignty  acknowledged  by  other  nations,  we  should  stand  acquitted, 
in  the  sight  of  the  civilized  world,  of  participating  in  their  crime,  were 
considerations   of  policy  to  determine  us  to  adtnit  them  into  our  union. 
Unhappily  the  United  States  have  not  discharged  the  obligations  of  a 
neutral  state.     They  have   suffered,  by   a  culpable  negligence,  the 
violation  of  Mexican  territory  by  their  citizens ;  and  if  now,  in  the 
midst  of  the  conflict,  whilst  Mexico  yet  threatens  to  enforce  her  claims, 
they  should  proceed  to  incorporate  Texas  with  themselves,  they  would 
involve  themselves,  before  all  nations,  in    the  whole   infeimy  of  the 
revolt.    The  United  States  have  not  been  just  to  Mexico.     Our  citizens 
did  not  steal  singly,  silently,  in  disguise  into  that  land.     Their  purpose 
of  dismembering  Mexico,  and  attaching  her  distant  province  to  this 
country,  was  not  wrapt  in  mystery.     It  was  proclaimed  in  our  public 
prints.     Expeditions  were  openly  fitted  out  within  our  borders  for  the 
Texan  war.    Troops  were  organised,  equipped,  and   marched  for  the 
scene  of  action.     Advertisements  for  volunteers,  to  be  enrolled  and  con* 
ducted  to  Texas  at  the  expense  of  that  territory,  were  inserted  in  our 
newspapers.    The  government  indeed  issued  its  proclamation  forbidding 
these  hostile  preparations ;  but  this  was  a  dead  letter.    Military  com- 
panies, with  officers,  and  standards,  in  defiance  of  proclamations  and  in 
the  face  of  day,  directed  their  steps  to  the  revolted  province.     We  had, 
indeed,  an  army  near  the  frontiers  of  Mexico.     Did  it  turn  back  these 
invaders  of  a  land  with  which  we  were  at  peace  ?    On  the  contrary,  did 
not  its  presence  give  confidence  to  the  revolters  ?     After  this,  what  con- 
struction of  our  conduct  shall  we  force  on  the  world,  if  we  proceed, 
especially  at  this  moment,  to  receive  into  our  Union  the  territory,  which, 
through  our  neglect,  has  fallen  a  prey  to  lawless  invasion  ?    Are  we 
willing  to  take  our  place  among  robber-states  ?     As  a  people,  have  we 
no  self-respect  ?    Have  we  no  reverence  for  national  morality  ?    Have 
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we  no  feeling  of  responsibility  to  other  nations,  and  to  Him  by  whom 
the  fate  of  nations  is  disposed? 

"  Having  unfolded  the  argument  against  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
from  the  criminality  of  the  revolt,  I  proceed  to  a  second  very  so- 
lemn consideration,  namely,  that  by  this  act,  our  country  will  enter 
on  a  career  of  encroachment,  war,  and  crime,  and  will  merit  and  incur 
the  punishment  and  woe  of  aggravated  wrong-doing.  The  seizure  of 
Texas  will  not  stand  alone.  It  will  darken  our  future  history.  It  will 
be  Huked  by  an  iron  necessity  to  long-continued  deeds  of  rapine  and 
Mood.  Ages  may  not  see  the  catastrophe  of  the  tragedy,  the  first  scene 
of  which  we  are  so  ready  to  enact.  It  is  strange  that  nations  should  be  so 
much  more  rash  than  individuals ;  and  this,  in  the  face  of  experience, 
which  has  been  teaching,  from  the  beginning  of  society,  that  of  all  pre* 
cipitate  and  criminal  deeds,  those  perpetrated  by  nations  are  the  most 
fruitful  of  misery. 

*'  Did  this  country  know  itself,  or  were  it  disposed  to  profit  by  self- 
knowledge,  it  would  feel  the  necessity  of  laying  an  immediate  curb  on 
its  passion  for  extended  territory.  It  would  not  trust  itself  to  new 
acquisitions.  It  would  shrink  from  the  temptation  to  conquest.  We 
are  a  restless  people,  prone  to  encroachment,  impatient  of  the  ordinary 
laws  of  progress,  less  anxious  to  consolidate  and  perfect  than  to  extend 
our  institutions,  more  ambitious  of  spreading  ourselves  over  a  wide 
space,  than  of  diffusing  beauty  and  fruitfulness  over  a  narrower  field. 
We  boast  of  our  rapid  growth,  forgetting  that  throughout  nature  noble 
growths  are  slow.  Our  people  throw  themselves  beyond  the  bounds  of 
civilization,  and  expose  themselves  to  relapses  into  a  semi-barbarous 
state,  under  the  impulse  of  wild  imagination,  and  for  the  name  of  great 
possessions.  Perhaps  there  is  no  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  on 
whom  the  ties  of  local  attachment  sit  so  loosely.  Even  the  wandering 
tribes  of  Scy  thia  are  bound  to  one  spot,  the  graves  of  their  fathers ;  but  the 
homes  and  graves  of  our  fathers  detain  us  feebly.  The  kuown  and  familiar 
is  often  abandoned  for  the  distant  and  untrodden ;  and  sometimes  the 
untrodden  is  not  less  eagerly  desired  because  belonging  to  others.  We 
owe  this  spirit,  in  a  measure,  to  our  descent  from  men  who  left  the  old 
world  for  the  new, — the  seats  of  ancient  cultivation,  for  a  wilderness, 
and  who  advanced  by  driving  before  them  the  old  occupants  of  the  soil. 
To  this  spirit  we  have  sacrificed  justice  and  humanity ;  and  through 
its  ascendancy,  the  records  of  this  young  nation  are  stained  with  atro- 
cities at  which  communities  grown  grey  in  corruption  might  blush. 

^  a|e  *  *  « 

*'  Texas  is  a  country  conquered  by  our  citizens;  and  the  annexation 
of  it  to  our  Union  will  be  the  beginning  of  conquests,  which,  unless 
arrested  and  beaten  back  by  a  just  and  kind  Providence,  will  stop  only 
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at  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.  Henceforth  we  must  cease  t6  cry  peace,' 
peace.  Our  eagle  will  whet,  not  gorge,  its  appetite  on  its  fir&t  yicdm  ; 
and  snuff  a  more  tempting  quarry,  more  alluring  blood,  in  every  new 
region  which  opens  southward.  To  annex  Texas  is  to  declare  per- 
petual war  with  Mexico.   That  word  Mexico^  associated  in  Boen's  miudu 

with  boundless  wealth,  has  already  awakened  rapacity, 

«  «  «  «  * 

*^  Can  Mexico  look  without  alarm  on  the  approaches  of  this  ever- 
growing tide  ?  Is  she  prepared  to  be  a  passive  prey  ?  to  shrink  and  8ur« 
render  without  a  struggle  ?  Is  she  not  strong  in  her  hatred,  if  iM»t  in 
her  fortresses  or  skill  ?  Strong  enough  to  make  war  a  dear  and  bloody 
game  ?  Can  she  not  bring  to  bear  on  us  a  force,  more  formidable  Qaai 
fleets, — the  force  of  privateers, — that  is,  of  legalised  pirates*  which,  issuing 
from  her  ports,  will  scour  the  seas,  prey  on  our  commerce,  and  add*  to 
spoliation  cruelty  and  murder  ? 

"  Even  were  the  dispositions  of  our  government  most  pacific  4uid 
opposed  to  encroachment,  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  alraoet  cer- 
tainly embroil  us  with  Mexico.  This  territory  would  be  overrun  i^ 
adventurers ;  and  the  most  unprincipled  of  these,  the  prescribed*  the 
disgraced,  the  outcasts  of  society,  would,  of  course,  keep  alwaya  ii) 
advance  of  the  better  population.  These  would  represent  our  repuUic 
on  the  borders  of  the  Mexican  States.  The  history  of  the  connexion  of. 
such  men  with  the  Indians  forewarns  us  of  the  outrages  which  would 
attend  their  contact  with  the  border  inhabitants  of  our  southern  neigh- 
bour. 

«  «  *  *  « 

"  First,  England  has  a  moral  interest  in  this  question. — ^The  atmexa** 
tion  of  Texas  is  sought  by  us  for  the  very  purpose  of  extending  slavery,, 
and  thus  will  necessarily  give  new  life  and  extension  to  the  slave-trade. 
A  new  and  vast  market  for  slaves  cannot,  of  course,  be  opened,  without 
inviting  and  obtaining  a  supply  from  abroad,  as  well  as  from  this  coun- 
try. The  most  solemn  treaties,  and  Ships  of  war  lining  the  African 
coast,  do  not,  and  cannot  suppress  this  infernal  traffic,  as  long  as  the 
slaver,  freighted  with    stoleui   chained,   and  wretched  captives    can 

obtain  a  price  proportioned  to  the  peril  of  the  undertaking. 

«  «  »  «  « 

^'  But  England  has  a  political  as  well  as  a  moral  interest  in  this  ques* 
tion.  By  the  annexation  of  Texas  we  shall  approach  her  liberated  go1o« 
nies :  we  shall  build  up  a  power  in  her  neighbourhood,  to  which  no 
limits  can  be  prescribed.  By  adding  Texas  to  our  acquisition  of  Flo- 
rida, we  shall  do  much  toward  girdling  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  and  I 
doubt  not,  that  some  of  our  politicians  will  fed  as  if  our  mastery  in " 
that  sea  were  sure.     The  West  Indian  Archipelago,  in  whioh  the 
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Buropean  is  regarded  as  an  intruder,  will,  of  course,  be  embraced  in 
OUT  ever-growing  scheme  of  empire.     In  truth,  collision  with  the  West 
Indies  will  be  the  most  certain  effect  of  the  extension  of  our  power  in 
that  quarter.     The  example,  which  they  exhibit,  of  African  freedom, 
of  the  elevation  of  the  coloured  race  to  the  rights  of  men,  is  of  all  influ- 
ences most  menacing  to  slavery  at  the  South.     It  must  grow  continually 
more  perilous.    These  islands,  unless  interfered  with  from  abroad,  seem 
destined  to  be  nurseries  of  civilization  and  freedom  to  the  African  race. 
The  white  race  must  melt  more  and  more"  before  the  coloured,  if  both 
ate  left  to  free  competition.    The  Europeans,  unnerved  by  the  climate, 
and  forming  but  a  handful  of  the  population,  cannot  stand  before  the 
African,  who  revels  in  the  heat  of  the  tropics,  and  is  to  develop  under 
it  all  his  energies.     Will  a  slave-holding  people,  spreading  along  the 
shores  of  the  Mexican  Gulf,  cultivate  friendly  sentiments  towards  com- 
munities, whose  whole  history  will  be  a  bitter  reproach  to  their  institu- 
tions— a  witness  against  their  wronga.;  and  whose  ardent  sympathies  will 
be  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  the  slave !     Cruel,  ferocious  conflicts  must 
grow  from  this  neighbourhood  of  hostile  principles,  of  communities 
regarding  one  atiother  with  unextinguishable  hatred.     All  the  islands  of 
the  Archipelago  will  have  cause  to  dread  our  power ;  but  none  so  much 
as  the  emancipated.     Is  it  not  more  than  possible,  that  wars,  having  for 
an  object  the  subjugation  of  the  coloured  race,  the  destruction  of  this 
tempting  example  of  freedom,  should  spring  from  the  proposed  extension 
of  our  dominioy;!  along  the  Mexican  Gulf?     Can  England  view  our 
encroachments  without  alarm  ?     I  know  it  is  thought  that,  staggering 
as  she  does  under  enormous  debt,  she  will  be  slow  to  engage  in  war. 
But  other  nations  of  Europe  have  islands  in  the  same  neighbourhood, 
to  induce  them  to  make  common  cause  with  her.     Other  nations  look 
with  jealousy  on  our  peculiar  institutions  and  our  growing  maritime 
power.     Other  nations  are  unwilling  that  we  should  engross  or  con- 
trol the  whole  commerce  of  the  Mexican  Gulf.    We  ought  to  remember 
that  this  jealousy  is  sanctioned  by  our  own  example.     It  is  understood 
that,  at  one  period  of  the  intern al^disorders  of  Spain,  which  rendered  all 
her  foreign  possessions  insecure,  we  sought   from  France  and  Great 
Britain  assurances  that  they  would  not  possess  themselves  of  Cuba. 
Still  more,  after  the  revolt  of  her  colonies  from  Spain,  and  after  our 
recognition  of  their  independence,  it  was  announced  to  the  nations  of 
Earope,  in  the  message  of  the  President,  that  we  should  regard  as  hos- 
tile any  interference  on  their  part  with  these  new  governments,  *  for 
the  purpose  of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling  their  destiny  in  any  other 
way.'     I,  of  course,  have  no  communication  with  foreign  cabinets ;  but 
I  cannot  doubt  that  Great  Britain  has  remonstrated  against  the  annex- 
ation of  Texag  to  this  country.    An  English  minister  would  be  unwor- 
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thy  df  his  ofGice  who  should  see  another  state  greedily  swallowing  up 
territories  in  the  neighhourhood  of  British  colonies,  and  not  strive,  hy 
all  just  means,  to  avert  the  danger.  I  have  just  referred  to  the  wamiug 
given  by  us  to  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  abstain  from  appropriating  to 
themselves  the  colonies  torn  from  Spain.  How  will  Europe  interpret 
our  act,  if  we  now  seize  Texas,  and  take  this  stride  towards  Mexico  ? 
Will  she  not  suspect,  that  we  purposed  to  drive  away  the  older  vul- 
tures, in  order  to  keep  the  victim  to  ourselves ;  that,  conscious  of  growing 
power,  we  foresaw,  in  the  exclusion  of  foreign  States,  the  sure  exten- 
sion of  our  own  dominion  over  the  new  world  ?  Can  we  expect  those 
powers,  with  such  an  example  before  them,  to  heed  our  warning  ?  Will 
they  look  patiently  on,  and  see  the  young  vulture  feasting  on  the  nearest 
prey,  and  fleshing  itself  for  the  spoils  which  their  own  near  possessions 
will  soon  present  ?  Will  it  be  strange,  if  hunger  for  a  share  of  the 
plunder,  as  well  as  the  principle  of  self-defence,  should  make  this  conti- 
nent the  object  of  their  policy  to  an  extent  we  have  never  dreamed? 

"  Thus,  wars  with  Europe  and  Mexico  are  to  be  entailed  on  us  by 
the  annexation  of  Texas.  And  is  war  the  policy  by  which  this  country 
is  to  flourish  ?  Was  it  for  interminable  conflicts  that  we  formed  our 
Union?  Is  it  blood,  shed  for  plunder,  which  is  to  consolidate  our 
institutions  ?  Is  it  by  collision  with  the  greatest  maritime  power,  that 
our  commerce  is  to  gain  strength  ?  Is  it  by  arming  against  ourselves 
the  moral  sentiments  of  the  world,  that  we  are  to  build  up  a  national 
honour  ?     Must  we  of  the  north  buckle  on  our  armour,  to  fight  the 

battles  of  slavery. 

*  t  *  * 

*•  A  nation  provoking  war  by  cupidity,  by  encroachment,  and,  above 
all,  by  eflbrts  to  propagate  the  curse  of  slavery,  is  alike  false  to  itself, 

to  God,  and  to  the  human  race. 

*  *  *  ♦  ♦ 

'^  The  annexation  of  Texas,  I  have  said,  will  extend  and  perpetuate 
slavery.  It  is  fitted,  and  still  more  intended  to  do  so.  On  this  point 
there  can  be.no  doubt.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1829,  the  annexation 
of  Texas  was  agitated  in  the  southern  and  western  states ;  and  it  was 
urged  on  the  ground  of  the  strength  and  extension  it  would  give  to  the 
slave-holding  interest.  In  a  series  of  essays,  ascribed  to  a  gentleman, 
now  a  senator  in  Congress,  it  was  maintained  that  five  or  six  slave- 
holding  states  would  by  this  measure  be  added  to  the  union ;  and  he 
even  intimated  that  as  many  as  nine  states  as  large  as  Kentucky  might 
be  formed  within  the  limits  of  Texas.  In  Virginia,  about  the  same 
time,  calculations  were  made  as  to  the  increased  value  which  would 
thus  be  given  to  slaves,  and  it  was  even  said  that  this  acquisition 
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wovld  nm  tbe  price  fifty  per  cent.  Of  li^e  the  language  on  this  sub* 
ject  is  most  explicit.  The  great  argument  for  annexing  Texas  is,  that 
it  will  strengthen  *  the  peculiar  institutions '  of  the  south,  and  open  a 
new  and  vast  field  for  slavery. 

"  By  this  act  slavery  will  be  spread  over  regions,  to  which  it  is  now 
impossible  to  set  limits.  Texas,  I  repeat  it,  is  but  the  first  step  of 
aggressions.  I  trust,  indeed,  that  Providence  will  beat  back,  and  hum- 
ble our  cupidity  and  ambition.  But  one  guilty  success  is  oflen  suffered 
(0  be  crowned,  as  men  call  it,  with  greater ;  in  order  that  a  more  awful 
retribution  may  at  length  vindicate  the  justice  of  God,  and  the  rights 
of  the  oppressed.  Texas,  smitten  with  slavery,  will  spread  the  infection 
beyond  herself.  We  know  that  the  tropical  regions  have  been  found 
most  propitious  to  this  pestilence ;  nor  can  we  promise  ourselves  that 
its  expulsion  from  them  for  a  season  forbids  its  return.  By  annexing 
Texas,  we  may  send  this  scourge  to  a  distance,  which,  if  now  revealed, 
would  appal  us,  and  through  these  vast  regions  every  cry  of  the  in- 
jured will  invoke  wrath  on  our  heads. 

*'  By  this  act,  slavery  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  old  states,  as  well  as 
spread  over  new.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  soil  of  some  of  the  old  states 
has  become  exhausted  by  slave-cultivation.  Their  neighbourhood  to 
eommunities,  which  are  flourishing  under  free  labour,  forces  on  them 
perpetual  arguments  fdr  adopting  this  better  system.  They  now  adhere 
to  slavery,  not  on  account  of  the  wealth  which  it  extracts  from  the 
soil,  but  because  it  furnishes  men  and  women  to  be  sold  in  newly- 
setded  and  more  southern  districts.  It  is  by  slave-breeding  and  slave- 
selling  that  these  states  subsist.  Take  away  from  them  a  foreign 
market,  and  slavery  would  die.  Of  consequence,  by  opening  a  new 
market,  it  is  prolonged  and  invigorated.  By  annexing  Texas,  we  shall 
not  only  create  it  where  it  does  not  exist,  but  breathe  new  life  into  it 
where  its  end  seemed  to  be  near.  States,  which  might,  and  ought  to 
throw  it  off,  will  make  the  multiplication  of  slaves  their  great  aim  and 
cl^efresmirce. 

"  Nor  is  the  worst  told.  As  I  have  before  inthnated,  and  it  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated,  we  shall  not  only  quicken  the  domestic  slave 
trade— we  shall  give  a  new  impulse  to  the  foreign.  This,  indeed,  we 
have  pronounced  in  our  laws  to  be  felony ;  but  we  make  our  laws  cob- 
webs, wheix  we  offer  to  rapacious  men  strong  motives  for  their  violation. 
Open  a  market  far  slaves  in  an  unsettled  country,  with  a  sweep  of  sea- 
coast,  and  at  such  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  government  that  laws 
may  be  evaded  with  impunity,  and  how  can  you  exclude  slaves  from 
Africa  ?  It  is  wdl  known  that  cargoes  have  been  landed  in  Louisiana. 
What  is  to  drive  them  from  Texas  ?  In  incorporating  this  region  with 
the  union,  to  make  it  a  slave  cottntry,  we  send  the  kidnapper  to  prowl 

p  2 
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through  the  jungles,  and  to  dart,  like  a  beast  of  prej,  on  the  defimci^eBa 
villagers  of  Africa.  We  chain  the  helpless,  despairing  victims;  crowd 
them,  into  the  fetid,  pestilential  slave-ships  ;  expose  them  to  the  unutter- 
able cruelties  of  the  middle  passage ;  and,  if  they  survive  it,  crush  them 
with  perpetual  bondage. 

''  I  now  ask,  whether,  as  a  people,  we  are  prepared  to  seize  on  a 
neigbouring  territory,  for  the  end  of  extending  slavery  ?  I  ask,  whether» 
as  a  people,  we  can  stand  forth  in  the  sight  of  God,  in  the  sight  of  the 
nations,  and  adopt  this  atrocious  policy?  Sooner  perish !  Sooner  be 
our  name  blotted  out  from  the  record  of  nations  ! 

**This  is  no  place  for  entering  into  the  argument  against  slavery. 
I  have  elsewhere  given  my  views  of  it.  In  truth,  no  argument  is 
needed.  The  evil  of  slavery  speaks  for  itself.  It  is  one  of  those 
primary,  intuitive  truths,  which  need  only  a  fair  exhibition  to  be  im- 
mediately received.  To  state,  is  to  condemn  this  institution.  The 
choice  which  every  free  man  makes  of  death  for  his  child  and  for  every- 
thing he  loves,  in  preference  to  slavery,  shows  what  it  is.  The  single 
consideration,  that,  by  slavery,  one  human  being  is  placed,  powerless 
and  defenceless,  in  the  hands  of  another — to  be  driven  to  whatever  labour 
that  other  may  impose — to  suffer  whatever  punishment  he  may  inflict 
— to  live  as  his  tool,  the  instrument  of  his  pleasure — ^this  is  all  that  is 
needed,  to  satisfy  such  as  know  the  human  heart  and  its  unfitness  for 
irresponsible  power,  that,  of  all  conditions,  slavery  is  the  most  hostile 
to  the  dignity,  self-respect,  improvement,  rights,  and  happiness  of 
human  beings.  Is  it  within  the  bounds  of  credibility,  that  a  people, 
boasting  of  freedom,  of  civilization,  of  Christianity ^  should  systema- 
tically strive  to  spread  this  calamity  over  the  earth  ? 

"  To  perpetuate  and  extend  slavery  is  not  now,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  what  it  once  was.  We  cannot  shelter  ourselves  under  the  errors 
and  usages  of  our  times.  We  do  not  belong  to  the  dark  ages,  or  to 
heathenism.  We  have  not  grown  up  under  the  prejudices  of  a  blind- 
ing, cnishing  tyranny.  We  live  under  free  institutions,  and  und^r  the 
broad  light  of  Christianity.  Every  principle  of  our  government  and 
religion  condemns  slavery.  The  spirit  of  our  age  condemns  it.  The 
decree  of  the  civilised  world  has  gone  out  against  it.  England  haa 
abolished  it.  France  and  Denmark  meditate  its  abolition.  The  chain 
is  falling  from  the  serf  in  Russia.  In  the  whole  circuit  of  civilised 
nations,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  United  States,  not  a  voice  is 
lifted  up  in  defence  of  slavery.  All  the  great  names  in  legislation  and 
religion  are  against  it.  The  most  enduring  reputations  of  our  times 
have  been  won  by  resisting  it.  Recall  the  great  men  of  this  and  the 
last  generation;  and,  be  they  philosophers,  phihrnthropists,  poets, 
economists,  statesmen,  jiurists — ^all  swell  the  reprobation  of  slavery.  Tbe 
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feadcrs  of  opposing  religious  sects — Wesley,  the  patriarch  of  Method- 
ism, Edwards  and  Hopkins,  pillars  of  Calvinism,  join  as  brothers  in  one 
solemn  testimony  against  slavery.  And  is  this  an  age,  in  which  a  free 
and  Cliristian  people  shall  deliberately  resolve  to  extend  and  perpe- 
tuate the  evil  ?  In  so  doing,  we  cut  ourselves  off  from  the  communion 
of  the  nations.     We  sink  below  the  civilisation  of  our  age.     We  invite 

the  scorn,  indignation,  and  abhorrence  of  the  world. 

*  4: 

"  And  are  we  prepared  for  this  degradation  ?  Are  we  prepared  to 
couple  with  the  name  of  our  country  the  infamy  of  deliberately  spreading 
slavery  ?  and  especially  of  spreading  it  through  regions  from  which  the 
wise  and  humane  legislation  of  a  neighbouring  republic  had  excluded  it? 
We  call  Mexico  a  semi-barbarous  people  ;  and  yet  we  talk  of  planting 
slavery  where  Mexico  would  not  suffer  it  to  live.  What  American  will 
not  blush  to  lift  his  head  in  Europe,  if  this  disgrace  shall  be  fastened 
on  his  country  ?  Let  other  calamities,  if  God  so  will,  come  on  us.  Let 
us  be  steeped  in  poverty.  Let  pestilence  stalk  through  our  land.  Ijct 
famine  thin  our  population.  Let  the  world  join  hands  against  our  free 
institutions,  and  deluge  our  shores  with  blood.  All  this  can  be  endured. 
A  few  years  of  industry  and  peace  will  recruit  our  wasted  numbers, 
and  spread  fruitfulness  over  our  desolated  fields.  But  a  nation  devot- 
ing itself  to  the  work  of  spreading  and  perpetuating  slavery  stamps 
itself  with  a  guilt  and  shame,  which  generations  may  not  be  able  to 
efface.  The  plea  on  which  we  have  rested,  that  slavery  was  not  our 
choice,  but  a  sad  necessity  bequeathed  us  by  our  fathers,  will  avail  us 
no  longer.     The  whole  guilt  will  be  assumed  by  ourselves. 

**  It  is  very  lamentable,  that,  among  the  distinguished  men  of  the 
South,  any  should  be  found  so  wanting  to  their  own  fame  as  to  become 
advocates  of  slavery.  That  vulgar  politicians,  who  look  only  at  the  in- 
terests of  the  day,  and  the  chances  of  the  next  election,  should  swell  the 
madness  of  the  passions  by  which  they  hope  to  rise,  is  a  thing  of  course. 
But  that  men,  who  might  leave  honourable  and  enduring  record  of  them- 
selves in' their  country's  history,  who  might  associate  their  names  with 
their  country's  progress,  and  who  are  solemnly  bound,  by  their  high  gifts 
to  direct  and  purify  public  sentiment — that  such  men  should  lend  their 
great  powers  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  is  among  the  dark  symptoms 
of  the  times.  Can  such  men  be  satisfied  with  the  sympathies  and  shouts 
of  the  little  circle  around  them,  and  of  the  passing  moment  ?  Have  they 
nothing  of  that  prophetic  instinct,  by  which  truly  great  men  read  the 
future  ? 

**  I  am  but  one  of  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions,  and,  as  such,  may  seem 
too   insignificant  to  protest  against  a   public  measure.    But,  in  this 


214        TO  THE  ENOLTSH  ABOLITIONISTS  OP  NEORO  SLATBRT: 

country,  every  man,  even  the  obscurest,  participates  in  the  sovereignty, 
and  is  responsible  for  public  acts,  unless  by  some  mode  of  opposition, 
proportioned  to  the  sense  of  the  evil,  he  absolves  himself  from  the  guilt. 
For  one,  then,  I  say,  that  earnestly  as  I  deprecate  the  separation  of 
these  states,  and  though  this  event  would  disappoint  most  cherished 
hopes  for  my  country,  still  I  can  submit  to  it  more  readily  than  to  the 
reception  of  Texas  into  the  confederacy.  I  shrink  from  that  contami- 
nation. I  shrink  from  an  act,  which  is  to  pledge  us,  as  a  people,  to 
robbery  and  war,  to  the  work  of  upholding  and  extending  slavery,  with- 
out limitation  or  end.  I  do  not  desire  to  share  the  responsibility,  or  to 
live  under  the  laws  of  a  government,  adopting  such  a  spirit,  as  would 
be  expressed  by  the  incorporation  of  Texas  with  our  country.  In  tnithi 
if  the  South  is  bent  on  incorporating  Texas  with  itself,  as  a  new  prop 
to  slavery,  it  would  do  well  to  insist  on  the  division  of  the  states.  It 
would,  in  so  doing,  consult  best  its  own  safety.  It  should  studiously 
keep  itself  from  communication  with  the  free  part  of  the  country.  It 
should  suffer  no  railroad  from  that  section  to  cross  its  borders.  It  should 
block  up  intercourse  with  us  by  sea  and  land.  Still  more,  it  should 
abjure  connexion  with  the  whole  civilized  world;  for,  from  every 
country,  it  would  be  invaded  by  an  influence  hostile  to  slavery.  It  should 
borrow  the  code  of  the  Dictator  of  Paraguay,  and  seal  itself  hermeti- 
cally against  the  infectious  books,  opinions,  and  visits  of  foreigners. 
Its  pride,  as  well  as  safety,  should  teach  it  this  insulation :  for,  having 
once  taken  the  ground  that  slavery  is  a  good,  to  be  spread  and  made 
perpetual,  it  does  by  that  act  forfeit  the  rank  which  it  covets  among 
civilised  and  improving  communities.     It  cannot  be  recognised  as  an 

equal  by  other  states. 

«  «         '       «  «  « 

*'  But  a  community,  wedding  itself  to  slavery  inseparably,  with  choice 
and  affection,  and  with  the  purpose  of  spreading  the  plague  far  and  wide« 
must  become  a  byeword  among  the  nations ;  and  the  friend  of  humanity 
will  shake  off  the  dust  of  his  feet  against  it  in  testimony  of  his  repro* 

bation. 

'*  I  now  proceed  to  the  last  head  of  this  communication.  I  observe  that 
the  cause  of  liberty,  of  free  institutions, — a  cause  more  sacred  than  union 
— forbids  the  annexation  of  Texas.  It  is  plain,  from  the  whole  preceding 
discussion,  that  this  measure  will  exert  a  disastrous  influence  on  the 
moral  sentiments  and  principles  of  this  country,  by  sanctioning  plun- 
der, by  inflaming  cupidity,  by  encouraging  lawless  speculation,  by 
bringing  into  the  confederacy  a  community  whose  whole  history  and 
circumstances  are  adverse  to  moral  order  and  wholesome  restraint,  by 
violating  national  faith,  by  proposing  immoral  and  inhuman  ends,  by 
placing  us,  as  a  people,  in  opposition  to  the  efforts  of  philanthropy}  and 
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the  adVAQciiig  BioitementB  of  the  civilized  world.  It  will  spread  a 
moral  corruption,  already  too  rife  among  us ;  and»  in  so  doing,  it  will 
diake  the  foundations  of  freedom  at  home,  and  bring  reproach  on  it 
abroad.  It  will  be  treachery  to  the  great  cause,  which  has  been  con- 
fided to  this,  above  all  nations. 

'^  The  dependence  of  freedom  on  morals  is  an  old  subject,  and  I  have 
no  thought  of  enlarging  on  the  general  truth.  I  wish  only  to  say,  that 
it  is  one  which  needs  to  be  brought  home  to  us  at  the  present  moment, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  trifled  with,  but  to  our  great  peril.  There  are 
symptoms  of  corruption  amongst  us,  which  show  us  that  we  cannot 
alter  on  a  new  career  of  crime  without  peculiar  hazard.  I  cannot  do 
justice  to  this  topic  without  speaking  freely  of  our  country,  as  freely  as 
I  should  of  any  other;  and,  unhappily,  we  are  so  accustomed,  as  a 
people,  to  receive  incense,  to  be  soothed  by  flattery,  and  to  account 
reputation  as  a  more  important  interest  than  morality,  that  my  freedom 
may  be  construed  into  a  kind  of  disloyalty.  But  it  would  be  wrong  to 
make  concessions  to  this  dangerous  weakness.  I  believe  that  morality 
ifi  the  first  interest  of  a  people,  and  that  this  requires  self-knowledge  in 
nations,  as  truly  as  in  individuals.  He  who  helps  a  community  to  com- 
prehend itself,  and  to  apply  to  itself  a  higher  rule  of  action,  is  the  truest 
patriot,  and  contributes  most  to  its  enduring  fame. 

"  I  have  said,  that  we  shall  expose  our  freedom  to  great  peril  by  en- 
tering a  new  career  of  crime.  We  are  corrupt  enough  already.  In  one 
respect  our  institutions  have  disappointed  us  all.  They  have  not 
wrought  out  for  us  that  elevation  of  character,  which  is  the  most  pre- 
cioue,  and,  in  truth,  the  only  substantial  blessing  of  liberty.  Our  pro- 
gress in  prosperity  has,  indeed,  been  the  wonder  of  the  world ;  but  this 
prosperity  has  done  much  to  counteract  the  ennobling  influence  of  free 
institutions.  The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  of  our 
times,  have  poured  in  upon  us  a  torrent  of  wealth ;  and  human  nature  has 
not  been  strong  enough  for  the  assault  of  such  severe  temptation.  '  Pros- 
perity has  become  dearer  than  freedom.  Government  is  regarded  more 
as  a  means  of  enriching  the  country  than  of  securing  private  rights.  We 
have  become  wedded  to  gain  as  our  chief  good.  That  under  the  predomi- 
nance of  this  degrading  passion,  the  higher  virtues,  the  moral  independ- 
ence, the  simplicity  of  manners,  the  stem  uprightness,  the  self-reverence, 
the  respect  for  man  as  man,  which  are  the  ornament  and  safeguards  of 
a  republic,  should  wither,  and  give  place  to  selfish  ca]culation  and 
indulgence,  to  show  and  extravagance,  to  anxious,  envious,  discontented 
strivings,  to  wild  adventure,  and  to  the  gambling  spirit  of  speculation, 
will  aorprise  nq  one  who  has  studied  human  nature.  The  invasion  of 
Texas  l^  our  citizens  is  a  moutnful  comment  on  our  national  morality. 
Whether,  without  some  fiery  trial,  some  signal  prostration  of  our  pros- 


216.       TO  THE  BNOU6H  ASOiiiTlONiftTd  tQ^F  If^M  f^hMYBWf* 

perilj,  we  can  riBe  to  the  force  And  8elMeni9.l.of  freenoen^  }*  a  qujeation 
not  easily  solved. 

.<  '*  There  ore  othor  alarming  views.  A  e{urit  of  Uwleaeness  pervades 
the  community,  which,  if  not  repressed,  threatens  the  dissolution  of  our 
present  forms  of  society.  Even  in  the  old  states,  mohs  are  taking  the 
government  into  their  own  hands,  and  a  profligate  newspaper  finds 
little  difficulty  in  stirring  up  multitudes  to  violence.  When  we  look 
at  the  pert  of  the  country  nearest  Texas,  we  see  the  arm  >of  the  law 
paralyzed  hy  the  passions  of  the  individual.  Men  take  under  thejbr 
own  protection  the  rights,  which  it  is  the  very  office  of  government, 
to  secure.  The  citizen,  wearing,  arms  as  means  of  defence,  carries 
with  him  perpetual  proofs  of  the  weakness  of  the  authorities  under 
which  he  lives.  The  substitution  of  self-constituted  tribunals  for  the 
regular  course  of  justice,  and  the  infliction  of  immediate  punishment 
in  the  moment  of  popular  frenzy,  are  symptoms  of  a  people  half  re- 
claimed from  barbarism.  I  know  not  that  any  civiUsed  country  on 
earth  has  exhibited,  during  the  last  year,  a  spectacle  so  atrocious,  as  the 
burning  of  a  coloured  man  by  a  slow  fire,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Louis ;  and  this  infernal  sacri6ce  was  ofiered,  not  by  a  few  fiends 
selected  from  the  whole  country,  but  by  a  crowd  gath^ed  fnnok  one 
single  spot.  Add  to  all  this,  the  invasions  of  the  rights  of  speech,  and  of 
the  press,  by  lawless  force,  the  extent  and  toleration  of  which  oblige  us 
to  believe  that  a  considerable  portion  of  our  citizens  have  no  compre** 
hension  of  the  first  principles  of  liberty. 

"  It  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that,  in  consequence  of  these  and  other 
Symptoms,  the  confidence  of  many  reflecting  men  in  our  free  instituticms 
is  very  much  impaired.  Some  despair.  That  nuun  pillar  of  pubhc 
liberty,  mutual  trust  among  citizens,  is  shaken.  That  we  must  seek 
security  for  property  and  life  in  a  stronger  government  is  a  spreading 
conviction.  Men,  who  in  public  talk  of  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
whisper  their  doubts  (perhaps  their  scorn)  in  private.  So  common  are 
these  apprehensions,  that  the  knowledge  of  them  has  reached  Europe. 
Not  long  ago,  I  received  a  letter  from  an  enlightened  and  fervent  friend 
of  liberty  in  Great  Britain,  beseeching  me  to  inform  him,  how  far  he 
was  to  rely  on  the  representations  of  one  of  his  countrymen  just  re* 
(umed  from  the  United  States,  who  had  reported  to  him,  that^  in  the 
most  respectable  society,  he  had  again  and  again  been  told  that  the 
experiment  of  freedom  here  was  a  failure,  and  that  faith  in  our  iu- 

stitutiouB  was  gone. 

♦  *  *  «  ♦ 

**  I  am  compelled  to  acknowledge  an  extent  of  corruption  among  un^ 
which  menaces  freedom  and  our  dearest  interests  ;  and  a  policy^  wkich 
will  give  [new  and  enduring  impulse  to  corruption,  which  will  midtipl; 
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indefinitely  pMIti  fltnd  private  crime;  might  to  be  repro^ted  a«  the 
sorest  calamity  we  can  incur.  Freedom  is  fighting  her  foattlea  in  the 
world  with  Miffieidiit  iAd»  agaiitat  her.  Let  us  not  give  new  chances 
to  her  foes. 

**  That  the  canee  of  republicanism  is  suffering  abroad  through  the 
defects  and  crimes  of  our  countrymen,  is  as  true  as  that  it  is  regarded 
with  increased  scepticism  among  ourselves.  Abroad,  republicanism  is 
identified  with  the  United  States,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  American 
name  has  not  risen  of  late  in  the  worid.  It  so  happens,  that,  whilst 
writing,  I  have  received  a  newspaper  from  England,  in  which  Lynch 
Iftw  is  as  familiarly  associated  with  our  country,  as  if  it  were  one  of  our 
establishments.  We  are  quoted  as  monuments  of  the  degrading  ten- 
diodes  of  popular  institutions.  When  I  visited  England  fifteen  years 
ago,  republican  sentiments  were  freely  expressed  to  me.  I  should  pn^* 
bably  heeir  none  now.  Men's  minds  seem  to  be  returning  to  severer 
principles  of  government ;  and  this  country  is  responsible  for  a  part  of 
this  change.  It  is  believed  abroad,  that  property  is  less  secure  among 
us,  <Jrder  less  stable,  law  less  revered,  social  lies  more  easily  broken, 
reHgidn  less  enforced,  life  held  less  sacred,  than  in  other  countries. 
Unidoubtedly,  the  prejudices  of  foreign  nations,  the  interests  of  foreign 
governments,  have  led  to  gross  exaggerations  of  evils  here.  The  least 
civilized  parts  of  the  country  are  made  to  represent  the  whole,  and 
occasional  atrocities  are  construed  into  habits.  But  who  does  not  feel 
that  we  have  given  cause  of  reproach  ?  And  shall  we  fix  this  reproach, 
and  exasperate  it  into  indignation  and  hatred,  by  adopting  a  policy 
against  which  the  moral  sentiments  of  the  Christian  world  revolt?  Shall 
we  midce  the  name  of  republic  *  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  *  of  all  nations, 
by  employing  our  power  to  build  up  and  spread  slavery — by  resisting  the 
efibrts  of  other  countries  for  its  abolition — by  falling  behind  monarchies 
in  reverence  for  the  rights  of  men ! 


"  Religious  men  in  this  community,  and  they  are  many,  are  pecu- 
liarly bound  to  read  the  future  history  "of  their  country—not  in  the 
flattering  promises  of  politicians,  but  in  the  warnings  of  conscience,  and 
in  the  declaration  of  God's  word.  They  know,  and  should  make  it 
known,  that  nations  cannot  consolidate  free  institutions  and  secure  a 
lasting  prosperity  by  crime.  They  know  that  retribution  awaits  com- 
munities as  well  as  individuals;  and  they  should  tremble  amidst  their 
hopes,  when,  with  this  solemn  truth  on  their  minds,  they  look  round  on 
their  country.  Let  them  consider  the  clearness  with  which  God's  will 
is  new  made  known,  and  the  signal  blessing  of  his  Providence  poured 
out  on  his  people,  with  a  profusion  accorded  to  no  other  under  heaven ; 
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and  then  let  them  consider  chit  mgcatituie  for  hit  booiHilets 
atansc  of  his  heneficeDoe  to  sensual  and  selfish  gratifioation— *Qar  anQiea«« 
sured,  unrighteous  love  of  gsin— our  unprincipled  party-sj^t,  and  our 
faithless  and  cruel  wrongs  towards  the  Indian  race ;  and  can  they  help 
fearing,  that  the  cup  of  wrath  is  filhng  for  this  people?  Men,  buried 
in  themselves  and  in  outward  interests,  atheists  in  heart  and  life*  may 
scoff  at  the  doctrine  of  national  retribution,  because  they  do  not  see 
God's  hsnd  stretched  out  to  destroy  guilty  communities ;  but  does  not 
all  history  teach,  that  the  unlicensed  passions  of  a  guilty  people  are  more 
terrible  ministers  of  punishment  than  miraculous  inflictions  1  To  chas- 
tbe  and  destroy,  God  needs  not  interfere  by  supernatural  judgments* 
In  every  community  there  are  elements  of  discord,  revolution,  and  min, 
pent  up  in  the  human  soul,  which  need  only  to  be  quickened  and  set 
free  by  a  new  ordw  of  events,  to  shake  and  convulse  the  whole  social 
fi&bric.  Never  were  the  causes  of  disastrous  change  in  human  affairs 
more  active  than  at  the  present  n^oment  Society  heaves  and  tremUas 
from  the  struggle  of  opposing  principles,  as  the  earth  quakes  through  the 
force  of  central  fires.  This  is  not  the  time  for  presumption. — for  defying 
Heaven  by  new  crimes — for  giving  a  new  range  to  cupidity  and  an^bition. 
Men  who  fear  God,  must  fear  for  their  country,  in  this  *  day  of  provoca- 
tion;' and  they  will  be  false  to  their  country,  if  they  look  on  passively, 
and  see  without  remonstrance  the  consummation  of  a  great  national 

crime,  which  cannot  fail  to  bring  down  awful  retribution. 

«  «  *  «  ♦ 

**  I  cannot  but  fear  that  the  earnestness  with  which  I  have  written 
may  seem  to  indicate  an  undue  excitement  of  mind.  But  I  have  all 
along  felt  distinctly  the  importance  of  calmness,  and  have  seemed  to 
myself  to  maintain  it.  I  have  prepared  this  letter,  not  amidst  the 
goadings,  irritations,  and  feverish  tumults  of  a  crowded  city,  but  in  the 
stillness  of  retirement,  amid  scenes  of  peace  and  beauty.  Hardly  an 
hour  has  passed,  in  which  I  have  not  sought  relief  from  the  exhaustion 
of  writing  by  walking  abroad  amidst  God's  works,  which  seldom  fail  to 
breathe  tranquillity,  and  which,  by  their  harmony  and  beneficence,  con- 
tinually cheer  me,  as  emblems  and  prophecies  of  a  more  harmoniouB 
and  blessed  state  of  human  affairs  than  has  yet  been  known.  Perhaps 
some  will  object  it  to  me,  that  a  man,  living  in  such  retirement,  unfits 
himself  to  judge  of  passing  events — that  he  is  prone  to  substitute  hia 
visions  for  realities,  and  to  legislate  for  a  world  which  does  not  exist.  I 
acknowledge  the  danger  of  such  a  position.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  true,  that  the  man  who  lives  in  a  crowd,  and  receives  perpetual 
impulse  from  its  prejudices  and  passions — ^who  connects  himself  with  a 
party,  and  looks  to  it  for  reward — cannot  easily  keep  his  mind  open  to 
truth,  or  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  moment  to  everlasting  principka. 
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and  the  endftring  ireifkre  0I  ]»  oountfy.  "Bftrjwksrt  our  finiil  natui» 
it  severely  tried.  AH  einsumstanoes  hate  ikmt  perila.  In  every  con- 
dition there  are  biaaaes  to  wrong  judgment,  and  indtementa  to  wrong 
action.  Through  such  discipline  we  are  to  make  our  way  to  truth  and 
perl^ion.  The  dread  of  these  muat  not  keep  us  inaettve.  Having 
sought  to  understand  the  diffieultiea  in  our  respective  paths,  and  having 
done  what  we  can  to  learn  the  truth,  we  must  commit  ourselves  to  our 
convtetions  without  fear,  expressing  them  in  word  and  action,  and  leav- 
iBg  the  reauhs  to  Him*  who  will  accept  our  pure  purpoae,  and  whoae 
providence  is  Ae  pledge  of  the  ultimate  triumphs  of  humaliity  and  up- 
rightneas. 

^*  Yotf  and  I,  my  dear  Sir,  are  approaching  that  period  of  life,  when 
the  pnaatmis  kae  mudi  of  their  force-— when  disappointment,  bereave- 
ment,  the  fall  of  our  cotemporaries  on  the  right  hand  and  the  left—: 
and  long  experience  of  the  emptiness  of  human  favour,  and  of  the  insta- 
bility of  all  earthly  good — are  teaching  us  the  lofty  lessons  of  superiority 
to  the  fleeting  opinion  of  our  day,  of  reliance  on  the  everlasting  law  of 
Right,  of  reference  to  a  higher  Judge  than  man,  of  solemn  anticipation 
of  a  final  account.  Permit  me  to  close  this  letter,  with  desiring  for 
you,  in  your  commanding  station,  what  I  ask  for  myself  in  private  life — 
that  we  may  be  faithful  to  ourselves,  to  our  country,  to  mankind,  to  the 
benevolent  principles  of  the  Christian  foith,  and  to  the  common  Father 
of  the  whole  human  race." 

Tke  following  are  extracts  from  a  Note  attacked  to  Dr,  Chanmng*s 

Letter, 

*'  There  is  another  objection  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  which,  after 
our  late  experience,  is  entitled  to  attention.  This  possession  will  in- 
volve us  in  new  Indian  wars,  Texas,  besides  being  open  to  the  irrup- 
tion of  the  tribes  within  our  territories,  has  a  tribe  of  its  own,  the  Ca- 
manches,  which  is  described  as  more  formidable  than  any  in  North 
America.  Such  foes  are  not  to  be  coveted.  The  Indians ! — that  omi- 
nous word,  which  ought  to  pierce  the  conscience  of  this  nation,  more 
than  the  savage  war-cry  pierces  the  ear.  The  Indians !  Have  we  not 
inflicted  and  endured  evil  enough  in  our  intercourse  with  this  wretched 
p^le,  to  abstain  from  new  wars  with  them  ?  Is  the  tragedy  of  Florida 
to  be  acted  again  and  again  in  our  own  day,  and  in  our  children's  ? 
♦       •         ♦  *  *  * 

"  I  have  said,  that  I  desire  no  political  union  with  communities  bent 
on  spreading  and  perpetuating  slavery.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  was  not  intended  to  express  a  desire  to  decline  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  members  of  those  communities.     Individuals,  who 
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kftv^  received  fnm  tiieir  aaceitoii  tome  peniiciouB'piiejfjdice  or  iitttitii- 
tiea,  may  still,  in  their  general  epirit,  be  dieinteroittti  «nd  jwt  Our 
te«ti»iony  againat  the  witmg  which -auch  men  practise  is  not  to  be  stifled 
or  impaired  by  the  feelings  of  interest  or  attachment  which  they  inspire; 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  must  this  wrong  be  sprmd  b^  our  imi^BttioDB, 
orer  ^ir  whole  characters,  so  as  to  hide  all  their  dssras  to  regard.  In 
an  age  of  refbrm/oneof  the  hardest  duties  is,  to  be  inflexibly  hostile  tethe 
long-rooted  corruptions  of  society ;  and  at  the  same  time  to-  be  candsl 
and  just  to  those  who  uphold  them.  It  is  true,  that,  with  the  mwt 
friendly  feelings,  we  shall  probably  give  offence  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  abuses  which  we  condemn ;  but  we  are  not  on  this  ac- 
count absolved  from  the  duty  of  cultivating  and  expressing  kindnefis 
and  justice,  of  laying  strong  restraint  on  our  passions,  and  of  avoiding 

all  needless  provocation. 

•  •  »  ♦  * 

**  I  have  spoken  in  this  letter  of  the  estimation  in  which  this  country 
is  held  abroad.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  numbered  among  those,  too 
common  here,  who  are  irritably  alive  to  the  opinions  of  other  nations,— 
to  the  censures  and  misrepresentations  of  travellers.  To  a  great  and 
growing  people,  how  insignificant  is  the  praise  or  blame  of  a  traveUer 
on  a  nation !  *  None  of  these  things  move  me.'  But  one  thing  does 
move  me.  It  is  a  sore  evil  that  freedom  should  be  blasphemed— that 
republican  institutions  should  forfeit  the  confidence  of  mankind  through 

the  unfaithfulness  of  this  people  to  their  trust." 

«  *  *  ♦  * 

The  Doctor  remarks,  in  the  concluding  part  of  his  letter,  that  he  has 
kept  close  to  the  slave  question,  and  says,  "  In  truth,  I  do  not  feel  my- 
self able  to  form  a  decisive  opinion  on  the  subjects  which  now  inflame 
and  divide  the  country,  and  which  can  be  very  little  understood  except 
by  men  who  have  made  a  study  of  commerce  and  finance."  Now,  I 
cannot  believe  that  a  man  who  has  given  such  evidence  of  his  unde^ 
standing  on  the  annexation  of  Texas  can  be  unable  to  form  an  opinion^ 
though  I  believe  he  is  unwilling  to  declare  it,  on  the  subjects  which 
now  inflame  the  country.  The  Doctor  is,  doubtlessly,  alluding  to  the 
banking  sytem,  and  he  cannot,  for  want  of  knowledge  on  commerce  and 
finance,  make  up  his  mind  whether  it  be  a  good  or  a  bad  system.  He 
lives  in  the  North,  where  it  i^  as  dangerous  to  speak  against  the  tyrant 
bankers,  as  it  is,  in  the  South,  to  speak  against  the  t}^rant  slave-holders. 
He  is  surrounded  by  bankers  :  his  friends  or  acquaintances,  no  doaht, 
are  bankers ;  and  the  bankers,  whom  he  cannot  understand,  pauperise 
and  bring  to  destruction  more  human  beings,  than  ever  did  those  in  the 
South  by  their  traffic  in  slaves.  And  I  speak  this  without  believing,  or 
desiring  to  make  others  believCi  that  what  Doctor  Channing  says  of  the 
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South  is  Bot«!^«vy  wordi^f  H  trvew  I  Jmom  it  isitiiie,  and  I  knowtbat^ 
for  the  moat  -pBYt,  it  has  grown  out  of  die  eubjecte  tbat  this  tr^y  ea« 
hf^litenQd  Doetor  of  Divinity  laoka  understanding  and  deeinon  upon. 
I  can  believe  the  latter*  bnt^  aay  what  he  will,  I  never  can  believe  the 
foraie]'.  And  well  might  the  slave^lden  retort  upon  bim,  and  s]u>w 
tbat  thejlr  aegroelavery,  heinoui  as  it  is,  ought  to  give  way,  and  to 
suffer  the  subject  which  the  Doctor  cannot  understand  to  be  placed  first 
on  Mm  catalogue  of  human  woes, 

I  an},  liadies  and  Gentlemen, 
.   Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 


Mlto> 
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TO  TBG  CHARTISTS  ON  UNTVERSAL  SUFFRAGE,  KLKCTION  ST  BALLOT, 

t 

My  Friends,  Southamy  Wartmckshire,  Aug.  9,  1639. 

SiNCfi  I  arrived  in  iriy  native  country  I  have  heard  a 
great  deal  of  your  proceedings.  Many  are  the  motives  attributed  to  you 
as  a  party ;  but  the  ostensible  motive,  it  seems,  is  to  obtain  a  charter, 
securing  to  you  universal  sufirage,  vote  by  ballot,  annual  parliaments, 
and  no  property  qualification  for  members. 

You  desire  these  things  because  you  believe  they  would  secure  to  you 
more  happiness :  that,  under  such  a  charter,  you  would  soon  be  free 
from  national  debts,  taxation,  poverty,  and  all  kinds  of  oppression.  I 
cannot  blame  you  for  believing  this,  because,  until  within  these  few 
years,  this  was  my  belief;  and  I,  conscientiously,  did  all  I  could  to 
obtain  these  things :  but,  seeing  no  prospect  of  success,  I  resolved  to  try 
a  country,  the  government  of  which  was,  as  I  was  told,  as  free  from 
imperfection  as  human  ingenuity  could  make  it. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  the  great  American  banker,  says,  in  his  eulogium  on 
Thomas  Jefferson,  that  the  government  I  am  speaking  of  was  the 
deliberate  achievement  of  the  proudest  spirits  of  the  age ;  who,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  and  at  their  own  imminent  hazard,  built  up  the  loftiest 
temple  of  free  government  ever  reared  among  men.  I  have  tried  that 
lofty  temple  of  free  government,  and  I  now  openly  declare  to  you  and  to 
all  the  world,  that  I  believe  there  to  be  in  the  United  States  of  America 
more  public  debts,  when  all  are  fairly  summed  up,  more  taxation, 
poverty,  and  general  oppression,  than  ever  was  known  in  any  other 
country.  This,  my  countrymen,  I  am  aware  is  what  you  did  not  expect 
to  hear,  but  it  is  what  you  ought  to  hear  and  pay  attention  to,  because 
you  never  can  redress  your  grievances,  whatever  they  may  be,  while  you 
mistake  the  cause  of  them.  And  that  you  have,  long  since,  been  on  the 
wrong  scent  is  certain,  for,  eight  or  ten  years  back,  you  said,  "  Give  us 
the  Reform  Bill  and  we  will  be  satisfied,"  The  bill  was  given  to  you, 
but  it  did  not  produce  the  golden  fruit  that  you  had  been  taught  to 
expect.  Indeed,  it  produced  nothing  but  mischief,  and  made  your 
situations  worse  than  they  were  before.  The  reformed  parliament 
presented  to  you  a  **  new  poor-law,"  and  a  whole  string  of  laws  calcu- 
lated to  demoralise  the  country;  and  this  is  all  acknowledged  by 
yourselves.  According  to  your  own  showing,  your  condition  gets  worse 
and  worse.     You  and  I  were  of  opinion  that  if  we  could  but  send  a  fair 
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uuBiber  of  memben  fa  parliament  for  populous  places — do  away  with 
Old  Sarum,  and  suck  like — then  all  would  be  well.  The  fiiraiiDgham 
people)  £oT  infitance,  said,  if  they  could  get  their  town  incorporated,  have 
a  mayor«  a  heap  of  coupdlmen,  and  I  know  not  what  besides,  all  of  their 
own  choosing,  then  nothing  could  be  wrong.  And,  particularly,  if  they 
could  BO  far  succeed  as  to  return  to  the  '^  reformed  parliament "  their 
townsmen — ^Mr.  Attwood  and  Mr.  Scholefield*— men  who  were  so  very 
pure  aa  to  want  no  refining ;  and  when  some  thoughtless,  indiscreet 
voter  talked  of  pledging  them,  according  to  previous  arrangements, 
Mr.  Attwood  retorted,  and  asked  them  if  they  thought  it  was  necessary 
to  refine  pure  gold.  Well,  nothing,  surely,  could  work  so  favourably ; 
all  these  things  were  accomplished  -,  all  was  had  that  was  asked  for. 
At  "  the  Grand  Meeting  of  thePolitical  Union  at  Newhall-hill,  in  1832," 
George  Edmonds  called  you  ^'  to  do  the  glorious  work  of  all ;"  and 
Mr.  Attwood  remarked  that ''  if  that  bill  (the  Reform  Bill)  did  not  pass 
into  a  law,  he  would  rather  die  than  live.  He  desired  to  see  a  time 
when  the  labourer  would  be  courted  for  his  industry ;  when,  if  one 
master  refused,  two  would  be  ready  to  give  employ;  when  not  only 
bread  but  plenty  would  be  given  in  exchange  for  labour.  He  did  not 
contend  for  mock  liberty,  but  real  substantial  blessings  for  his 
countrymen.*' 

That  this  Bill  was  passed,  in  all  respects,  to  his  satisfaction,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Union,  is  evident;  because  they,  at  that  meeting, 
solemnly  pledged  themselves  ^^  never  to  cease  to  labour  in  the  great 
work  of  exciting  the  public  mind  to  political  objects,  until  the  Bill  of 
reform  should  have  become  a  law."  This  took  place,  and,  agreeably  to 
promise^  the  Union  ceased  to  excite,  and  finally  dissolved ;  and  you,  who 
then  were  the  **  Unionists,"  are  now  become  the  "  Chartists,"  and  are 
making  all  this  clamour  because  your  own  acts  and  deeds  work  in  such 
a  contrary  way  to  what  you  thei^  expected. 

My  friends,  rely  upon  it,  if  you  were  to  succeed  to-morrow  in  getting 
all  that  you  ask  for  now,  you  would,  in  a  short  time,  have  more  cause  to 
repent  than  you  have  ever  yet  had  for  any  public  acts  and  deeds  that 
you  have  ever  done  in  your  lives. 

You  ask  for  universal  sufirage  at  twenty-one  years  of  age.  What  is 
that  to  do  for  you  ?  You  find  every  day  that  you  who  have  votes  are 
made  the  prey  of  office-hunters;  that  you  are  persuaded  this  is  the 
right  way  to-day,  and  that  to-morrow.  Mr.  Attwood,  in  this  very  week's 
newspapers,  addresses  a  letter  to  you  in  which  he  says,  *'  that  twelve 
hundred  thousand  of  his  countrymen  had  adopted  his  views ;  that  it  had 
taken  him  twenty-five  years  of  incessant  labour  to  effect  this ;  that  now 
he  finds  the  delegation  of  this  mighty  host  has  Joined  the  ranks  of  his 
enemies."    This  incessant  labour  is  therefore  thrown  away  ;  and  this, 


lie  t^k  «i8,  is  more  thim  he  can  piftientty^&dtire.    -9he  fttbti«,'it'n 
imposkible  for  you — at  least  that  part  of  you  'wliose  tiiVie  is  lieeesdanly 
aceiii^ed  m  eaEnang  for  your  fi^ilies  their  dsdly  breaid-^^o  be  ahl^  to 
ftuad  against  the  schemes  that  are  xiowgot  tqp  ^  deceive  you;  and 
what  will  it  be  if  there  should  he  unitersal  suffrage,  to  engender  Ok 
ahoals  of  demagogues  who  must  and  would  live  by  t^h^iiiitifig  and 
deceiving  you  ?  They  would  (aiKl  in  spite  of  all  you  could  do)  make  you 
ask  for  the  very  things  that  you  ought  to  oppose;  and,  perhaps,  tbb  very 
things  that  you  thought  you  were  opposing.    Out  of  every  workshop 
where  ten  men  were  employed,  there  would  he,  I  doubt  not,  on  an 
average,  at  least  four  that  would  be  cunning  enough  to  drop  tbcit  ttxAs 
and  henceforward  live  by  politics,  making  the  other  six  keep  them  h 
idleness,  in  addition  to  all  the  idlers  that  have  already  to  be  keflt.    Yon 
aere  told,  among  other  strange  things,  that  if  you  had  all  votes,  you 
would  be  independent — "  real  sovereigns ;"  or,  in  other  words,  that  Jack 
would  be  as  good  as  his  master.    And  yet,  in  the  very  saihe  bieath, 
they  tell  you  to  ask  next  for  vote  by  ballot.    Why,  in  this  happy  and 
independent  state,  be  afraid  to  let  each  other  know  what  you  are  liboutf 
If,  after  all  these  good  things  are  obtained,  it  is  expected  that  your 
situations  are  to  be  such  that  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  sneak  to  the 
ballot-box  and  tremblingly  drop  in  your  vote,  in  secret,  lest  your' task- 
master should  know  what  you  have  done — ^if  this .  anticipation  of-  your 
instructors  be  realized,  I  think  your  condition  will  bear  more-  itesem- 
blance  to  that  of  slaves  than  it  has  ever  done  heretofore. 

We  have  next  annual  parliaments;  now,  what  is  that  to*do  for  you, 
other  than  to  harass  your  very  souls  out  ?  You  will  be  dinned  to  death 
by  all  the  scoundrels  in  the  country.  As  soon  as  they  know  you  have 
votes  they  will  be  after  you  for  ever ;  for,  when  they  have  iboled  you 
once  it  will  be  time  to  begin  again ;  and  if  you  discover  in  time  the 
villany  of  one,  in  avoiding  him  you  will  fall  into  the  arms  of  another 
— just  the  same  as  a  man  does  who  is  hustled  by  pickpockets.  They 
will  tell  you  as  many  flattering  tales  as  a  simpering  bawd  would :  their 
motive,  like  hers,  would  be  to  plunder  you  to  the  utmost  extent. 

And  this  brings  to  my  recollection  a  fellow,  who,  four  or  five  yean 
back,  belonged  to  the  ^'  Trades'  Union  "  of  Philadelphia :  he  was  a 
journeyman  shoemaker,  but  too  idle  a  one  to  stick  to  the  last,  and  being 
an  "  elegant  spouter,"  he  turned  his  attention  to  politics,  and  wheedled 
himself  into  the  good  graces  of  the  Trades'  Unionists,  who,  by  what  he 
said  to  them,  it  seems,  had  just  discovered  that  they  were,  and  alwayf 
had  been,  the  most  ignorant  of  men ;  but  henceforward  they  were 
determined  to  be  the  most  enlightened,  and  that  they  would  be  repre* 
sented  as  such  by  one  of  their  own  body  in  the  next  legislative  assembly. 
This  man,  or  boy,  for  he  was  scarcely  grown  up,  and  bad  not  an  idea 


beeomii^  .a,  fivft  excqptwlwt.he.banraweil  oc  sti^e  from  othetin  vmft 
fixed  upon  to  be  the  honourable  member.  A  deputatioa  acoordinf^y 
invited  bim,  by  way  of  giving  him  an  op|x>rtunity  to  display  hia  oratory, 
to  deliver  an  ^VOration"  on  the  anniversary  of  their  independence* 
From  that  *'  Oration"  I  take  the  following  extracts  :— 

^  To  point  out,''  said  the  shoemako*,  '*  the  wily  schemes  and  plots  of 
fortune^huntii^  adventurers,  the  endless  variety  of  ways  resorted  to  by 
our,  oppressors  to  rob  us  of  our  natural  and  inalienable  rights;  to  show 
how  wonderfiiUy  we  have  escaped  entire  submission  to  the  will  of  the 
heartless  aristocrats;  and  then  to  paint  in  glowing  colours  the  bright 
prospects  we  have,  through  the  medium  of  these  powerful  engines'-^ 
Trades'  Unions — of  a  happy  and  glorious  emancipation  from  the 
thialdom  of  accumulated  wealth — are  subjects  so  comprehensive  and  full 
of  interest,  tbat  the  brigMest  ornament  of  the  age  might  employ  the  full 
power  of  bis  eloquence  upon  them,  and  add  a  new  leaf  to  the  chaplet 
wbicb  adorns  his  brow. 

**  The  history  of  the  world  is  but  a  history  of  the  wrongs  practised  by 
privileged  wealth  upon  oppressed  poverty.  Even  in  this  country — ^this 
boasted  land  of  liberty — ^has  the  omnipotence  of  wealth  blasted  the 
nstmsal  equality  of  man,  and  rendered  the  condition  of  the  labourer  little 
better  than  that  of  slave. 

"  Go  back  to  .the  first  organization  of  our  government,  and  you  will 
find  ike  poor  man  there  subjected  to  the  subtlety,  duplicity,  and  fraud  of 
the  capitalist  You  will  find  that  the  desire  to  be  rich  and  powerful 
>Kas  grieater  than  the  desire  to  be  free  and  happy,  and  that  nearly  every 
patriotic  and  noble  feeling  was  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  avarice. 

'^  Scarcely  had  our  independence  been  achieved,  when  a  feverish 
anxiety  manifested  itself  among  many  of  the  distinguished  men  of  the 
day  for  wealth  and  titles ;  and  the  means  resorted  to  to  acquire  wealth 
woidd  have  put  even  a  Shy  lock  to  the  blush. 

**  The  war-worn  soldier,  returning  once  more  to  his  happy  home, 
rejoicing  that  his  exertions  had  contributed  to  the  emancipation  of  his 
country,  little  dreaming  that  the  pittance  he  had  earned  by  marching 
and  fighting  through  flood  and  fire,  and  which  in  the  honesty  of  his 
heart  he  thought  would  be  a  solace  to  his  declining  years,  would  soon  be 
wrested  from  him  by  the  iron  hand  of  avarice, — he  is  a  true  patriot,  and 
he  flatters  himself  that  all  others  are  like  him. 

**  For  years  of  toil  and  blood  he  received  a  warrant  for  a  small 
portion  of  the  immense  territory  he  had  helped  to  free,  and,  being  igno- 
nni  of  its  value,  he  sells  it  to  those  who  know  its  value  well.  He  is 
paid  for  it,  it  is  true,  but  how  ?  in  gold  or  silver  ?  No,  no,  in  continental 

money— in  paper  trash ! The  poor  man  was  obliged  to  part 

^h  a  pound  note  for  a  shilling's  worth  of  something  to  eat. 

Q 
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"  .  .  :  .  We  have  suffered  many  wrongs,  flowing  from  varioua  causes. 

Speculation  has  superseded  industry ;  and  each  one  who  can 

leaves  his  honest  vocation  to  run  riot  upon  the  spoils  of  legislative  favour. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  charters^  we  see  erected  large 

manufacturing  establishments.  In  their  vicinity,  on  the  most  ehgible 
site,  stands  the  lofty  mansion  of  the  proprietor — ^his  lawns,  his  orchards, 
his  pleasure-grounds,  his  outhouses,  and  all  the  concomitants  of  wealth 
and  grandeur ;  while,  on  some  more  sterile  spot,  the  wretched  hovels  of 
those  who  perform  the  labour  stand  huddled  together  in  striking 
contrast  with  the  other. 

^'  Whatever  of  comforts  or  conveniences  is  left  us  from  the  proceeds 
of  our  industry — whatever  the  pittance  that  is  spared  from  the  rapacity 
of  one  bevy  of  cormorants  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  our  families,  is  set 
upon  by  the  hell-hounds  of  speculation.  Rents  are  raised  beyond  our 
means  to  pay ;  markets  are  so  high,  that  the  poor  man  with  his  mite 
is  driven  to  deal  in  shops  where  he  must  pay,  for  small  quantities,  fifty, 
yea,  a  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  his  wealthy  neighbomr. 

"  The  state  groans  under  a  load  of  debt.  The  cities,  towns,  aud 
corporate  districts,  each  and  all  are  burd^ed  with  debts  which  a  century 
will  not  liquidate.  Taxes  are  levied  upon  us  directly  and  indirectly  to 
pay  the  interest ;  and,  turn  which  way  we  will,  want  and  wretchedness 
stare  us  in  the  face. 

**  'Tis  true  that  once  a-year  they  call  us  men,  freemen,  intelligent, 
virtuous,  orderly,  working  men.  But  then  they  want  our  votes,  and  they 
flatter  us ;  they  want  our  interest,  and  they  fawn  upon  us.  .  .  .  They  know 
our  strength,  and  hence  they  resort  to  every  stratagem  to  distract  and 
divide  us ;  to  cut  us  up  into  parties  and  fragments  of  parties ;  to  set 
each  man  against  his  neighbour ;  to  turn  almost  our  very  brains  with 
political  excitement;  and  all  for  what?— to  elevate  themselves! 

" We  must  fight  against  that  accursed  system  of  legis- 
lation which  grants  special  favours  to  the  few,  and  depresses  the  many, 
which  tends  to  make  the  *  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer.'  .  .  .  We  must 
beware  of  the  designing  and  the  deceitful.  .  .  Let  us  be  true  to  ourselves, 
and,  where  levelling  is  necessary,  let  it  be  ours  to  level  up ;  and  let  our 
motto  be  Equal  rights,  honest  agents,  and  an  enlightened  people." 

Here  you  have  a  picture  of  democracy  from  a  working  man,  and  one 
•  who  afterwards  represented  the  Trades'  Union  in  the  halls  of  legis- 
lation. From  him  you  learn  that  it  is  not  any  of  those  things  included 
in  your  "  Charter'*  that  can  secure  the  working  classes  from  oppression. 
And,  from  what  I  am  about  to  tell  you,  you  will  learn  that  it  is  not  such 
as  he  that  will  devise  other  and  better  means  for  such  security.  His 
"  eloquence  "  charmed  the  Unionists,  and  they  were  satisfied  that  their 
confidence  had  been  well  and  discreetly  placed;  they  waited  on  the 
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**  democratic  party  **  with  a  proposal  to  this  effect : — **  If  you  will 
nominate  our  favourite  on  your  assembly  ticket,  we,  as  a  body,  will  vote 
for  such  ticket;  and,  if  not,  we  will  vote  against  you."  The  conditions 
were  accepted ;  and  so  they  would,  in  such  a  case,  if  Satan  had  been 
tendered  to  them.  He  was  by  this  means  sent  to  the  legislature,  and 
he  voted  in  favour  of  everything  that  he  had  pledged  himself  to  oppose ! 
And,  among  those  things,  he  voted  for  the  United  States'  bank,  which 
he  and  his  friendr  had  been  at  war  with  for  years.  Next,  the  vagabond, 
who  chose  in  part  for  his  motto  "  Equal  right,"  voted  for  a  bill  to 
prevent  coloured  men  having  trial  by  jury.  And,  further,  he  voted  for 
a  purse  of  money,  containing  millions  of  dollars,  got  together  by  the 
United  States  government  selling  the  public  lands  and  taxing  almost 
everything  that  was  ate  or  worn  by  the  labouring  man — he  voted  fur 
part  of  Pennsylvania's  share  of  that  money  being  divided  among  the 
very  chartered  speculators  that  he,  in  his  '*  Oration,"  had  railed  so 
much  against,  — -  to  wit,  one  million  five  hundred  and  twenty-six 
thousand  dollars  among  forty-three  of  those  chartered  companies.  ~ 

Thus  did  he  and  all  the  members  of  the  '*  democratic  party  "  propose 
to  divide  this  spoil,  and  thus  would  it  have  been  divided,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Governor's  veto.  He  would  not  agroa  to  the  robbery  for  the 
following  reason,  which  j^e  assigned  in  his  Message  on  that  occasion :— ^ 
"  Because  it  bestowed  on  capitalists  and  speculators  the  money  which  is 
the  property  of  the  whole  people,  thereby  enriching  individuals  and 
sections  to  the  injury  of  the  rest  of  the  community.*' 

So  this  Trades'  Union**  representative,"  who  was  to  correct  errors  of 
this  kind,  turned  the  greatest  rascal  among  the  whole  of  them — selling 
his  constituents  all  together,  in  one  lot,  to  the  chartered  speculators !  And 
the  price  he  got  for  them  was  a  permanent  place  in  the  custom-house  at 
fourteen  English  shillings  per  day ! !  This  was  what  he  meant,  I 
suppose,  when  he  recommended  them  to  be  true  to  self,  and  level 
upwards.  There  is  only  one  excuse  that  we  can  make  for  him,  and 
that  is,  he  told  them  in  the  **  Oration  "  to  beware  of  the  designing  and 
deceitful ;  and  of  those  ^who  leave  their  honest  vocation  to  run  riot 
upon  the  spoils  of  legislative  favour.  He  levelled  up  with  a  ven- 
geance, for  I  heard  him  say  that  before  he  was  elected  he  had  scarcely  a 
bit  of  bread  to  eat ;  and  that,  had  he  not  been  elected,  he  believed  his 
family  would  have  been  starved  that  very  winter.  Thus  we  find  that 
his  wages  as  a  member  saved  him  from  starvation,  and  the  sale  of  his 
votes  finally  procured  him  an  independence.  Here,  my  friends,  you  have 
a  true  specimen  of  a  Chartist  representative,  made  up,  in  every  respect, 
according  to  your  most  approved  recipe. 

He  was,  too,  unlawi^Uy  elected  for  a  district  to  which  he  did  not 
belong.    The  member  is  put  on  his  oath  as  to  this  fact:  he,  however, 

Q  2 
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vibs  not  to  be  baulked  by  a  stumbling-block  of  tbi»kind^but  swor^ 
himself  in  ^vith  the  approbation  of  the  "  enlightened  people  "  who  had 
resolved,  in  future,  to  have  none  but  "  honest  agents." 

Allow  me,  next,  to  tell  you  how  poor  men  are  treated  in  the  Unit^ 
States  by  their  servants — ^the  paid  and  elected  magistracy.     Nodiing  is 
more  common  than  for  such  men  to  be  taken  before  these  magistratei 
for  no  offence  whatever,  the  object  being  to  make  money  out  of  than. 
The  magistrates  have  about  sixpence  for  every  oath  taken;  'they have 
fees  for  committal,  and  small  fees  of  various  sorts»  which  in  the  whole 
amount  to  a  great  deal.     They  live  entirely  by  what  they  can'  make  in 
this  way;  having,  generally,  no  other  business  or  property  to  live  upon. 
They  have  their  tills  under  their  counters,  like  grocers'  shops ;    and,  in 
cities,  when  they  have  had  "  a  good  day,"  this  till  will  be  brimming,  full 
of  *'  fips  "  and  "  levs ;"    a  "  fip  "  for  this,  and  a  "  lev  "  for  that;  the 
fiyst  being  about  threepence,  and  the  other  sixpence  each.  The  paid  and 
elected  constables  so  arrange  it  as  to  divide  the  magistrates'  offices 
among  them  ;  and  their  pay  and  their  interest  is  of  the  same  nature  as 
the  magistrates' :  so  when  their  trade  is  **  slack"  the. constables  go  out 
marauding  to  see  whom  they  can  -  find  to  bring  in,  and  what  tumults 
they  can  create.     These  magistrates  are  chosen  by  the  Grovernor,  and 
by  such  appointments  he  rewnrds  the  basest  of  creatures  ibr  their 
services  in  having  electioneered  for  him.     There  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  his  appointments ;  and  when  a  Governor  finds  that  he  has  not 
been  re-elected,  and,  therefore,  shall  not  have  it  in  his  power,  as  her^o- 
fore,  to  provide  for  his  friends,  he,  in  gratitude  for  their  services^  though 
unsuccessful,  appoints  a  whole  troop  of  magistrates.     I  think  it  was 
three  hundred  that  the  late  democratic  Grovernor  Wolf,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, appointed  just  before  he  went  out  of  office :  all  in  addition  to  the 
rest,  for  they  are  for  life  or  good  behaviour  ;  and,  though  they  behaii«  in 
the  way  I  tell  you,  I  never  heard  of  an  instance  of  one  of  them  being 
cashiered.     Complaints  there  are,  in  abundance,  against  them ;  hue  it  is 
considered  too  expensive  and  doubtful  a  case  to  indict  and  prove  them 
guilty  according  to  law,  before  a  legislative  assembly  made  of  the  same 
materials  as  themselves. 

In  Pennsylvania  they  have  lately  altered  the  manner  of  appointing, 
and  the  people  are  now  directly,  instead  of  through  their  Governors,  to 
elect  the  magistrates,  and  they  are  to  be  elected  for  a  certain  time  only. 
This  system  will  work,  if  possible,  worse  than  it  did  before;  and  no 
man  that  is  a  voter,  be  his  guilt  ever  so  great^  need  fear  those  tbat  are 
not.  In  support  of  what  I  say — for,  if  I  were  not  able  to  call  to  my  aid 
such  support,  these  **  leading  democrats"  would  deny  and  swear  through 
thick  and  thin  that  what  I  say  is  false ; — in  support,  therefore,  of  what 
I  state  of  my  own  knowledge,  I  take  the  following  extracta  frow  **  The 
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RqKnrtofthe  Ccminittee  of  the  Legislature,  appointed  ta  investigate  the 
local  causes  of  cholera  in  the  Arch-street  prison,  and  to  inquire  into 
the  sufficiency  of  the  legal  provisions,  or  the  maintenance  of  untried 
^ifoners  and  debtors."     This  report  was  made  in  1832-3. 

**  The  committee  understand  that  a  man  legally  sentenced  by  a 
magistrate  to  30  days'  imprisonment  is  a  convict  for  that  term,  and  that 
the  magistrate  has  no  right  to  set  him  free  after  the  conviction.  The 
terapti^ion  of  the  costs,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  too  frequently  the  incentive 
both  of  the  imprisonment  and  of  the  release. 

*^-In  the  course  of  a  year  some  of  the  same  persons  are  received  into 
the.  prison  10  or  15  times;  more  particularly  those  charged  as  disor- 
derly and  vagrant.  A  very  considerable  number  are  sent  there  two  or 
three  tim^,  often  serving  but  a  few  days,  when  the  payment  of  the  costs, 
by  some  meaus  of  violence  or  distress,  obtains  their  release. 
•  "  It  has  been  decided  by  the  recorder  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  upon 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  that  the  commitment  of  a  prisoner  by  a  magis- 
trate, to  answer  at  the  next  court  of  quarter-sessions  for  a  breach  of  the 
peace  by  *  disorderly  conduct,*  is  not  a  legal  commitment.  The  mode 
of  committal  by  some  of  the  magistrates  was  therefore  changed,  and  the 
same  description  of  persons  are  sent  to  gaol  upon  a  charge  of  riot  or 
afirayj  which  are  indictable  offences,  and  thus  a  chance  for  the  costs  is 
still  secured.  Although  the  magistrates  are  not  entitled  to  costs  in 
criminal  charges,  until  the  case  is  decided  by  the  courts,  still  the 
expectation  of  a  favourable  result  crowds  the  gaols,  and  fills  the  courts 
vith  causes  which  needlessly  increase  the  amount  of  wretchedness  and 
of  offences. 

"  An  inspector  of  the  prison,  who  has  at  different  times  served  in 
that  capacity  for  upwards  of  20  years,  informed  the  committee  that  he 
had  known  about  80  of  this  description  of  persons,  confined  for  riots  or 
afirays,  who  had  not  been  able  to  pay  their  costs,  discharged  at  once 
from  the  prison,  without  being  brought  before  the  court,  after  a  confine- 
ment in  the  situation  we  have  described  for  three  months ;  and  that  the 
average  at  every  calendar  of  those  who  are  not  called  up  is  about  20. 
Sometimes  the  keeper  has  them  previously  released  by  the  prosecuting 
attorney.  They  are  let  loose  from  the  gaol,  highly  excited  by  their  wants 
and  miseries,  to  prey  upon  society.  When  they  are  thought  worth  it 
they  are  again  returned  by  the  same  magistrates,  the  competition  among 
whom  appeats  to  be  a  monstrous  evil,  though  probably  not  so  great  as 
the  facilities  which  some  of  the  present  laws  afford  to  them.  Equitable 
lavs  may  be  perverted  by  improper  administration ;  but  unjust  laws 
must  operate  oppressively  upon  the  people,  if  put  in  force  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  magistracy. 

"  It  is  believed  that  most  of  the  cases  of  imprisonment  which  occur 
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fyr  minor  ofFences  would  not  be  heard,  (without  any  prejudice  to  l^e 
interests  of  the  society,)  except  for  the  costs  which  accrue  upon  them — 
and  hence  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  magistrate  who  transcends  the 
proper  exercise  of  authority,  over  him  who  respects  the  interests  of  the 
community.  Out  of  300  cases  of  assault  and  battery  which  in  three 
months  were  brought  before  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  15  only  were  considered  of  sufficient  importance  tD  be 
sent  to  court,  and  the  rest  were  settled." 

.  You  here  see  that,  if  a  poor,  friendless  man  commits  the  least  offence, 
or  if  he  commits  no  offence,  he  is  used,  and  made  to  support  these 
wretches;  who  may,  of  themselves  or  their  friends,  do  any  deed, 
however  unlawful  and  wicked.  I  remember,  soon  after  I  arrived  in. 
America,  being  exceedingly  surprised  at  a  piece  of  injustice  that  hap* 
pened  in  Keotucky ;  and  I  thought  at  the  time  that  such  examples 
oould  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  serious  ccmsequences :  but,  I  eoofess, 
I  had  no  idea  that  I  ahould  live,  as  I  have  done,  to  see  similar  things  of 
everyday  occurrence. 

The  son  of  the  Governor  of  that  State  murdered  and  robbed  a  man  on 
the  highway :  he  was  tried  twice  for  the  same  offence,  found  guilty 
both  times,  then  pardoned  :  he  then  murdered  and  robbed  another  msn, 
was  again  imprisoned,  and,  as  it  was  said,  killed  himself  belbre  his  tiial 
came  on.  The  following  remarks  on  the  subject  are  from  the  papers  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

*'  Isaac  B.  Desha. — It  is  stated,  in  one  of  the  Western  papers  re-* 
oeived  this  morning,  that  Isaac  B.  Desha,  the  murderer  of  Baker,  who 
has  twice  been  convicted  by  a  jury  of  his  country  of  this  horrid  crime, 
but  who,  by  the  shufBing  and  legerdemain  of  his  father  and  friends,  has 
as  often  been  screened  from  the  halter,  and  a  new  trial  granted,  has 
finally  been  released  from  prison !  This  high-handed  act  of  the  Governor 
of  Kentucky  cannot  fail  to  identify  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  at 
least,  if  not  of  the  law,  in  crime  with  his  son.  If  th»e  be  any  bidden 
thunder  in  the  stores  of  Heaven,  red  with  uncommon  wrath,  one  would 
suppose  the  bolts  would  be  hurled  at  the  wretches  who  conumit  deeds 
like  these.    Well  hath  the  poet  said — 

Man,  proud  msD, 
Dreu'd  in  a  little  brief  authority. 
Plays  such  fantastic  tricks  before  hig^h  heaven 
As  make  e'en  angels  weep. 

N,  y.  Com,  Ad. 

"  Desha  the  Murderer. — A  letter  to  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Lynch- 

burgh  Virginian,  from  Lexington,  (Kentucky,)  says,  *  that  petitions 

were  in  circulation  in  that  State,  signed  by  the  two  juries  which  had 

convicted  Desha,  and  others,  praying  his  release — on   the  grounds, 
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Ist,  that  it  is  impossible  to  procufe  anotht^t  jury  in  the  State ;  and, 
2dly,  that  his  trial  would  consume  so  much  time  as  tery  much  to  clog 
and  retard  business.'  We  should  not  be  surprised  if  justice  should  be 
defeated  of  a  victim  "who  has  not  a  single  claim  on  the  compassion  of 
m«nkmd.**-^HiiiadelpMa  Gazette^  Not.  1,  1825. 

A  year  or  two  back,  a  tnan  whose  name  was  Ghray  (a  more  infamoua 
villain  never  entered  a  prison)  was  receiving  his  sentence  from  the 
recorder  of  New  York,  who  told  him  he  might  expect  pardon  because 
he  had  influential  relations.  Was  ever  before  such  a  thing  openly 
acknowledged  by  a  judge  while  sitting  on  the  bench  of  justice?  But« 
in  the  first  place,  he  mocked  the  public  by  talking  of  the  impartiality  of 
the  law.  "  Justice,"  said  he,  *^  must  be  administered  impartially. 
The  law  awards  punishment  to  the  guilty  alike :  it  knows  no  distinction 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor— between  the  educated  and  the 
uneducated.  All  are  treated  alike ;  the  innocent  protected,  the  guilty 
punished.'*  And,  after  going  on  for  some  time  in  this  strain,  he  finished 
with  these  words :  **  There  is  yet  one  ray  of  hope  for  you.  The  Governor 
has  power  to  pardon  ;  your  father  has  great  interest  in  Ohio,  and  his 
neighbours  may  intercede  with  the  public  authorities  in  your  behalf." 
So,  if  the  villain  had  been  friendless,  there  would  have  been  no  ray  of 
hope  for  him ;  but,  having  a  relation  that  is  a  judge,  and  others  that  are 
privileged  characters,  this  recorder  foresaw  and  predicted  that  the  farce 
would  end  in  a  pardon.  And  he  said,  '*  If  you  are  pardoned,  do  not 
appear  any  more  in  our  streets ;  go  elsewhere,  to  some  remote  place, 
where  you  may  yet  be  safe;"  meaning,  I  suppose,  that  the  people 
whom  be  had  injured,  finding  there  was  no  justice  to  be  had,  would 
"  Lynch  "  him  if  they  ever  saw  him  again. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States  is  absolutely  a 
mockery  of  justice.  The  punishment  for  murder  is  death ;  and  though, 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  scarcely  a  week  passes  that  a 
murder  is  not  committed,  yet  for  seventeen  years  there  has  been  but  one 
executed  for  that  crime.  The  criminal  was  an  English  youth,  without 
a  friend  in  the  country :  he  was,  therefore,  a  suitable  object  for  a  vic- 
tim ;  but  his  crime,  bad  as  it  was,  was  only  similar  to  those  of  every- 
day occurrence. 

The  following  is  an  account  which,  in  this  place,  presents  itself  to 
my  mind,  of  the  savage,  ignorant,  and  brutal  conduct  of  those  that 
surrounded  the  unfortunate  man  in  his  last  moments.  They  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  partiality  or  any  hatred  for  him,  or  any  other  mo- 
tive for  such  conduct  than  that  of  rioting  and  wantonness.  This 
account  is  taken  from  a  Philadelphia  newspaper  of  1837,  called  The 
Pmnsylvanian, 
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THE  BZSCUTieN  OF  MOBAM . 

*'  The  execution  of  JameB  Moraa,  convicted  of  ^Uks  murder^  upon  the 
bigh  seas,  of  Captain  Thomas  S.  Smith,  of  the  schooner  William  Wirt, 
took  place  yesterday  morning  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  under 

the  direction  of  the  United  States  Marshal  for  the  district •  . 

From  first  to  last  the  behaviour  of  the  multitude  was  of  ^at  most 
tumultuous  and  disgracefiil  kind.  Long  before  the  prisoner  came?  upon 
the  ground,  the  poHce  force  stationed  to  preserve  a  clear  q>aoe  around 
the  gallows  were  almost  exhausted  with  their  continued  efforts >  to 
repress  tumult  and  keep  back  the  crowd ;  while  many  of  the- people,  iby 
their  shouts  of  derision,  yelling,  and  laughter,  appeared  to  view:  the 
whole  matter  as  nothing  moro  than  food  for  mirth.  After  the  cortege 
had  arrived,  and  the  unhappy  Moran  was  just  tremUing  on  the  verge  of 
eternity,  the  riot  and  tumult  became  still  worse.  The  chinour  was 
deafening;  and,  although  the  Marshal,  aided  by  the  military  force,'  the 
police,  and  the  citixens,  whose  services  were  in  requisition,  did  all  that 
could  be  done  to  preserve  order,  yet  the  mob  seemed  determined  to  bid 
defiance  to  anything  like  restraint,  and  by  their  immense  weight  ahnost 
bore  down  everything  before  them,  fighting,  quarrelling,  amd.  shoutiog^ 
in  the  most  outrageous  manner.  After  the  body  of  the  culprit  wastakra 
down,  and  the  procession  was  forming  to  return,  a  scramble  lor  ^pieces 
of  the  fatal  rope  ensued,  which  drew  loud  hisses  and  ydls  from  the 
bystanders ;  and  before  the  officers  Were  fifty  yards  from  the  spot  the 
gallows  and  scaffolding  were  overthrown,  probably  to  furnish  relics  like 
the  rope.  . 

**  Nor  was  a  disorderly  disposition  manifested  only  on  the  exeeution** 
ground.  The  body  of  Moran,  being  placed  in  a  coffin,  was  carried  in  a 
car  to  the  place  of  interment,  accompanied  by  officers.  On  the  road 
the  horse  fell,  and  was  disabled ;  but,  as  the  distance  was  short,  the  car 
was  then  drawn  by  men.  A  part  of  the  mob  followed,  pelting  them 
with  missiles  of  every  kind,  and  in  this  way,  at  the  risk  of  the  men's 
lives,  the  corpse  was  conveyed  to  the  grave*yard. 

^  The  marines  marched  back  to  Cherry  Hill,  guarding  the  executioner, 
whose  face  was  craped,  and  who  was  otherwise  disguised,  but  who 
performed  his  revolting  office  with  perfect  propriety  of  demeanour.  A 
mob,  however,  pursued  and  assailed  the  marines  with  brickbats  and 
stones.  One  of  the  soldiers  was  so  much  hurt  as  to  be  incapable  of 
proceeding,  when  the  commanding  officer  brought  the  company  to  a 
halt,  and  ordered  his  men  to  load  their  muskets,  which  being  done,  the 
rioters  were  significantly  given  to  understand  that  further  outrage  wouldbe 
punished  on  the  spot  in  the  most  summary  and  effiective  manner.  This 
intimation,  coupled  with  the  expressive  preparations  for  executing  it, 
had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  assault  ceased.    These  disgraceful  scenes 


ON'  tfliiWmiSmi  WFrVbkGEy  &C;  2881 

being  over,  the  gainb1er»$  va^h  tbeir  sweat-<:loth8  and  other  implements^ 
isered^niiMl : pi jing  ^leir  trade  thnnigiiout  the  neighbouring  fidds;  and 
no  ddttbt  dehandnenes  of  all  Icinda  4^sed  the  day,  and  diagraced  the' 
nei^bourhood.*- 

During  thi&  long  period  of  seventeen  years  there  has  been  but  one 
oAer  eaecmkion  in  that  city  and  county.  Two  Americans  and  an  Irish-' 
man  rabbed  the^  matl^-oae  was  admitted  as  a  state  witness,  the  other 
t»o  found*  guiky  and  condemned,  but  the  Irishman  only  was  exe* 
cdted. 

From  a  report  made  to  the  Convention  for  revising  the  Constitution 
of  Peniiffylvama,  it  appears  that,  since  the  adoption  of  the  late  constitu* 
tion  in  1190,  there  had  been  53  executions  in  this  state,  and  27  persona 
pardoned  i^ho  had  been'eapttally  convicted.  Of  these  executions  12  took 
place  during  the  nine  years  of  Governor  Mifflin's  administration,  7  dur- 
ing the  nine  years  of  McKean,  9  during  the  nine  years  of  Snyder,  4 
during'  the  three  years  of  Findlay,  4  during  the  three  years  of  Heister, 
6  daring  the  six  years  of  Shultz,  6  during  the  six  years  of  Wolf,  and 
1' during  the  current  term  of  Ritner.  The  number  of  pardons  granted 
during'  tlie  period,  of  persons  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  various 
termSyis  stated  at  4461-^the  remisAms  of  fines  and  forfeitures  at  4116. 

Such  wretches  as  the  following  newspaper  account  speaks  of,  if  they 
bare  the  least  political  influence,  are  invariably  pardoned : — 

"  MuRDfiR, — A  horrid  murder  was  committed  on  Sunday  afternoon 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bristol,  Pa.  It  appears  that  two  meuj  named 
Josiah  Blundin  and  Aaron  Cuttleyne,  were  employed  by  a  Mr.  Headly 
in  cutting  oata.  After  quitting  work  in  the  evening  Blundin  left  the 
field  wkh  his  scythe  and  cradle.  Cuttleyne,  Mr.  Headly,  and  others, 
got  into  theiraggon  and  overtook  Blundin  on  the  road,  who»  being  asked 
to  take  a  seat  in  the  vehicle,  made  no  reply,  and  struck  at  Cuttleyne 
with  his  scythe..  Cuttleyne  sprang  from  tbe  waggon  and  attempted  to 
escape,  but  unfortunately  stumbled  and  fell.  While  prostrate  the  blow 
was  repeated  with  deadly  aim,  the  scythe->blade  passing  through  the 
victim's  neck  and  penetrating  so  deeply  into  the  ground,  that  it  required 
tbe  strength  of  two  men  to  draw  it  from  the  wound.  Cuttleyne  died 
instantly,  his  head  being  almost  severed  from  his  body.  Neither  of  the 
parties  were  intoxicated.  It  is  said  that  they  quarrelled  in  the  early  part 
of  the  day,  and  that  Blundin  then  made  an  attempt  at  the  same  crimen 
but  was  unsuccessful.  The  murderer  was  arrested  without  resistance^ 
acknowledging  the  act,  and  appearing  perfectly  indiiSerent  as  to  the  con- 
sequences.  He  was  conveyed  to  Doylestown  gaol  on  Monday  morning." 

This  murderer,  I  am  told,  was  brother  to  Blundin,  one  of  the  keepers 
of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary — he  who  was  so  extolled  by  Bradford  and 
lathers  while  the  investigation  into  the  cruelties  of  d)at  prison  was  g<»ng 
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on.  The  Bennsylvamanj  speaking  of  tbe  murderer's  pardon,  says— 
**  Blundin  was  to  have  been  executed  yesterday ;  but  tbe  same  paper 
informs  as  tbat  bis  brotber  arrived  in  Doylestown  on  Tuesday  evening, 
bearing  a  respite  from  tbe  Governor  until  tbe  14th  AugUst  next.  This 
we  believe  is  tbe  tbird  or  fourtb  time  tbat  sucb  lenity  bas  been  extended 
to  Blundin  by  Governor  Wolf;  on  wbat  grounds,  it  is  impossible  to 
imagine.  The  case  was  as  clear  as  light :  not  a  shadow  of  doUbt  exists 
as  to  tbe  guilt  or  identity  of  tbe  man.  Tbe  murder  was  committed  in 
open  day,  and  in  the  presence  of  several  witnesses ;  and  it  is  no  more 
than  justice  to  the  respectable  judges  and  jury  before  whom  Blundin 

was  arraigned  to  infer  tbat  bis  trial  was  unexceptionably  fair 

To  defeat  tbe  ends  of  justice  in  this  way  is  to  grant  an  immunity  to  the 
murderer,  and  to  declare  that  murder  in  tbe  first  degree  is  a  crime  to 

which,  in  reality,  no  punishment  attaches At  present  the 

sentence  of  tbe  court  is  a  mere  deception:  tbe  criminal,  if  he  has 
friends  or  money,  or  a  common  share  of  tact  and  cunning,  seldom,  if 
ever,  serves  out  a  moiety  of  his  sentence,  and  is  soon  let  loose  again  to 
prey  upon  the  community,  emboldened  by  tbe  ease  with  which  be  has 
avoided  the  consequences  of  detection  and  conviction.  The-  procuring 
of  pardons  is  carried  on  as  a  busine^^ — an  agreable  method  of  employ- 
ing the  importuning  faculty  to  tbe  benefit  of  the  purse  j  and  aa  there  is 
but  one  man  to  act  upon,  from  mere  weariness  be  is  easily  induced  to 
yield,  and  foregoes  bis  duty  to  his  country  to  secure  bis  own  personal 
comfort.  Tbe  consequence  is,  pardon  without  end— floods  of  pardons, 
do  what  you  will — commit  petty  larceny,  assault  a'  judge  in  tbe  street 
for  words  spoken  on  the  bench,  kill  your  enemy,  and  laugh  at  judges, 
juries,  laws,  and  tbe  impotent  thunder  of  verdicts, — tbe  pardon  soon 
comes  to  the  rescue.  The  power  of  defeating  all  enactments  and  their 
legitimate  results  is  entrusted  to  a  single  man;  and  experience  has 
satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  there  are  few  men  endowed  with  nerve 
and  uprightness  enough  to  resist  the  temptation  which  assumes  the  spe- 
cious garb  of  virtuous  clemency." 

And  again.— TAe  Boston  Transcript^  in  speaking  of  the  acquittal  of 
Buzzell  (said  to  f»e  tbe  ringleader  of  the  Convent  Rioters),  says,  under 
tbe  significant  caption  of  *^  How  it  was  done :" — 

"  These  Cbarlestown  trials  will,  we  suspect,  reflect  a  greater  disgrace 
upon  our  country  than  the  Cbarlestown  riot,  arson,  and  mm'der.  So  far 
at  least  tbe  proceedings  are  regarded  and  spoken  of  by  all  intelligent  per- 
sons, beyond  the  influence  of  tbe  Cbarlestown  mob,  as  a  bitter  mockery 
of  justice — a  mere  &rce.  It  would  be  better  to  proclaim  an  immunity  to 
all  like  oflenders,  that  the  law  may  not  be  looked  to  as  a  protection^  and 
that  those  wbo  do  not  please  a  ruffian  gang  may  learn  in  time  tbat  they 
must  rely  for  safety  on  their  own  energies.    Perhaps  it  is  scarcely  be* 
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coming  in  ns  to  speak  strangly  on  this  milaiect  when  the  riota  in  our 
Ticinity  are  remembered,  Mrhich  resulted  in  the  destraction  of  so  much 
property^  and  in  the  murder  of  the  old  man,  James,  and  in  that  of  Mr. 
Lamb,  for  which  not  even  measures  of  investigation  have  been  taken  ; 
but  these  acts  were  almost  creditable  when  compared  with  the  cowardly 
attack  on  the  Ursuline  Convent,  occupied  as  it  was  with  defenceless 
women  and  children." 

Now,  my  countrymen,  what  do  you  think  of  these  things  ?  This  is 
the  sort  of  government  that  you  are  persuaded  to  contend  for !  Behold 
how  it  operates  agaiast  those  that  are  ^*  without  friends,  money,  tact,  or 
cunning !"  Surely  there  is  no  Englishman  that  has  a  cottage,  be  it  ever 
80  small,  in  which  he  can,  with  his  beloved  wife  and  children,  sit 
Bscorely,  that  would  not  prefer  his  situation  to  a  state  of  things  where  a 
man's  safety  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  wicked ;  where  "  immunities  are 
granted  to  the  murderer,  who  may  kill  whom  he  pleases,  and  laugh  at 
judges,  juries,  laws,  and  verdicts  !  "  I  cannot  believe  that  you,  who 
lefieet,  can  look  with  favour  on  a  system  that  allows  the  physically 
strong,  or  the  cunning,  to  rule  and  to  oppress  all  that  are,  from  whatever 
caoBe,  weaker  than  themselves.  Let  any  man,  as  he  descends  to  the 
grave,  think  of  leaving  his  children  to  fight  their  way  through  a  world 
where  there  is  no  law  but  the  will  of  such  men  as  this  editor  speaks  of. 
For  my  part,  I  would  rather  live  in  the  humblest  manner  possible,  under 
a  just  code  of  laws  fairly  administered,  than  I  would  be  tbe  occupant  of 
a  palace,  under  a  state  of  things  that  I  know  to  exist  in  the  republic  of 
America.  These  things  I  might  show  more  fully  to  you,  in  my  own 
way ;  but  I  choose  to  bring  forward  others,  natives  of  that  country  and 
high  in  authority,  to  testify  to  my  general  assertions,  and  the  following 
sie  of  this  kind :  first  from  Judge  Todd  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Crimi- 
nal Court  in  1838,  the  year  that  I  left  America : — 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury^ 

"A  transaction  has  taken  place  in  our  city  that  has  not  only  degraded 
and  lowered,  but  has  given  conclusive  demonstration  that  the  laws,  unless 
vindicated,  are  no  longer  adequate  to  the  protection  of  the  citizens. 
Our  property,  our  reputation,  our  liberties,  and  our  lives  are  no  longer 
seonre. 

"  We  are,  it  would  seem,  at  the  mercy  of  a  mob.  That  city  which 
has  been  the  pride  of  my  heart — that  country  which,  on  account  of  insti* 
tutions  and  laws,  I  have  almost  idolized — have,  by  the  doings  of  the 
^t  twenty«-four  hours,  had  their  fair  fame  tarnished.  Our  institutions 
and  our  laws  have  been  trampled  upon  and  contemned.  We,  even  in 
the  temple  of  justice,  are  mere  tenants  by  sufferance.  The  worst  failure 
i8>  that  there  are  not  wanting  men,  apparently  reapeotable,  who  defend 
uvd  justify  these  outrages.    I  do  not  intend  to  notice  the  excuses  offered. 
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IwiU  only  say  that  I  have  heaard  none  that  is  conskteut  wifli  law,,  or 
will  stand  before  that  dread  tribnnd  where  all  musk  answer.  What  the 
end  of  these  things  will  he,  or  who  may  be  the  next  victim,  God  <mly 

knows.** 

•'  The  late  Mob.— Judge  Fox,  holding  court  atMimtgomery  wun^» 
deemed  it  his  duty,  in  charging  the  Grand  Jury,  to  speak  of  the  late^  ou^ 
rage  of  the  mob  in  this  city,  and  the  burning  of  the  PennaylvwiiaHall* 
The  following  is  the  language  of  the  judge  :— 

**  That  an  extraordinary  disposition  to  set  at  naught  the  law,  and  th« 
legal  power  of  its  officers,  exists  throughout  our  country,  fipm  (M»,eir 
tremity  to  the  other,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one  who  pays. the 
slightest  attention  to  the  events  of  the  times.  No  where,  ^nd  at  na 
time,  has  this  disposition  manifested  itself  in  a  more  alarming  shape 
than  in  the  late  riotous  proceedings  in  the  great  city  of  our  state.  There, 
deliberately,  and  with  the  design  well  known,  in  the  preseiace,  as  we 
may  say,  of  the  whole  people,  a  large  building  was  set  on  fire  by  a  mob 
and  burned  to  the  ground.  The  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  the  may^  of 
the  city,  attempted  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  crime  und  arrest  the  cri- 
minals; but  not  an  arm  was  raised  to  assist  them — they  were  bealea  «»d 
driven  off;  and  thus  high  crime  was  consummated  with  the  most  perfect 
impunity. 

"  So  long  as  acts  like  these  are  perpetrated  by  the  very  youngi-  the 
indiscreet,  the  vicious,  and  the  ignorant,  there  is  little  oause  pf  appre- 
hension for  the  safety  of  our  institutions,  provided  that  those  from -wJwpc 
age,  general  respectability,  and  stake  in  society  we  have  a  right  td  expect 
prudence  and  foresight,  frown  upon  such  outrages,  and  give  in  time  of 
need  efficient  support  to  the  laws  and  its  officers :  but  wfa£n,  as  in  the 
present  case,  all  barriers  are  broken  down,  and  the  power  of  the  law  is 
prostrated  by  the  connivance  and  countenance  of  all  ages,  ranks,  and  con- 
ditions, we  must  fear  that  the  disease  has  reached  the  vitals  of  society ; 
and,  unless  prompt  and  effectual  remedies  are  applied,  a  speedy  and  vio- 
lent dissolution  must  take  place. 

**  To-day  the  excuse  for  the  Outrage  against  the  law  is,  that  the 
building  burned  was  an  Abolition  Hall,  in  which  proceedings  were  had 
and  principles  disseminated  destructive  to  our  institutions  and  abhorrent 
to  the  feelings  of  the  great  body  of  the  community.  In  Boston  a  schoel- 
house  was  burned  by  the  mob,  because  it  was  a  Roman  Catholic  instita- 
tion,  and  they  feared  the  advancement  of  Popery.  Such  excuses  ibr 
such  acta  are,  in  effect,  but  avowals  that  the  laws  shall  be  suspended 
and  the  mob. govern,  when  even  the  majority,' or  those  who  have  the 
power  (whether  a  majority  or  not)  shall  choose  that  it  be  so.'  So- 
ciety for  the  time  is  dissolved,  and  the  law  of  the  strongest  prevails. 
To«^ay  this  law  tiM^y  be  applied  to  aboUtkHi  halls  and  abolitionists,  but 
to-morrow  it  may  please  the  mob  to  apply  it  to  a  Quaker  meeting-house, 
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whomBoever  or  whstsoever  the  prejudice  or  passion  of  the  moosentmay 
direct  inconsiderate  fury. 

"  The  general  [disposition  evinced  in  the  case  which  has  called  forth 
theaMfTemarks  to  resist,  or  at  least  not  to  support,  when  assailed,  the 
puMie  officers  in  their  attempts  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  is  not  the 
least  alarming  evidence  of  the  diseased  state  of  the  public  mind.  The 
same  disposition  that  induces  resistance  to  the  oflBcers  (whose  duty  it  is 
to  etsoute  the  law)  will  incite  the  same  description  of  persons  to  resist  or 
ptmifth  the  judge  on  the  bench  who  may  dare  to  do  his  duty  in  defiance 
si 'popular  excitement.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  but  a  step  from  the 
Ode  to  the  other,  and  that  that  step  may  be  fatal  to  liberty." 

£S[tract8  from  Judge  Conrade*s  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Court 
of  Crhninal  Sessions  for  June  term,  1838  : — 

^^  The  era  of  popular  turbulence  in  this  country  commenced  and  has 
prdgressed  with  the  same  excitement  which  attended  the  recent  outrages. 
The 'Same  feeling  produced,  some  years  since,  scenes  of  the  most  dis- 
graceful character.  The  excitement  pervades,  it  seems,  the  whole 
eountry,  breaking  out  with  volcanic  violence  at  intervals,  and  presenting 
the  melancholy  prospect  of  continued  agitation  and  renewed  explosion, 
lititil  the  materials  by  which  its  fires  are  fed  shall  be  consumed.  It  is, 
thet^fbre,  the  more  necessary  to  guard  with  rigour  and  determination 
agatinst  its  excesses. 

^'The  first  object  of  government  is  order ;  if  that  be  lost  there  is 
nothing  left  in  security.  When  the  might  of  a  drunken  mob  makes 
n^/if,  government  is  abrogated,  and  we  are  in  a  state  of  nature.  It  is 
tain,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  to  dispute  about  the  forms  or  details 
of  govemment — any  government  is  better  than  none. 

*'  Had  a  stranger  been  among  us — one  who  had  heard  the  city  of 
Penn  always  characterised  and  venerated  as  the  peculiar  abode  of  peace 
and  order — had  such  an  one  been  in  this  city  on  the  last  evening  of  our 
disturbances,  what  would  have  been  his  feelings  ?  He  would  have  seen 
the  gentle  Sabbath  turned  into  a  day  of  terror  and  rage ;  and,  instead 
of  the  happy  groups  which  usually  crowded  the  way  to  the  temples  of 
tvligion  and  peace,  excited  masses  hurrying  along,  apprehension  throb- 
bing at  each  heart,  and  anxiety  depicted  on  every  countenance.  He  would 
have  heard,  too,  the  tocsin,  never  before  sounded  in  an  American  city, 
edUng  to  arms;  and  seen  columns  of  soldiery,  with  their  artillery,  de- 
filing along  the  streets.  Might  he  not,  at  such  a  scene,  have  forgotten 
iriiere  he  was,  and  imagined  himself  surrounded  by  the  horrors  of  revo- 
hmonafy  Paris  ? 

**  I  will  not  paitteio  oharacterise  the  dreadful  eaEeesses  of  that  period. 
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I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  necessary  to  assure  an  American  jury,  that 
not,  Tiolence,  and  incendiarism  are  crimes ;  that  liberty  has  never  lo 
much  reason  to  tremble  as  when  licentiousness  assumes  her  place,  nor 
humanity  to  shudder  as  when  the  most  cruel  outrages  assume  a  pretext 
of  reason  and  justice ;  and  the  destruction  to-day  of  an  empty  haQ 
prompts  to-morrow  the  firing  the  roof  that  shelters  the  fatherless.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  say  that  acts  like  these,  however  they  may  be  sanctioned 
by  the  prejudices  of  the  mass  at  the  moment,  are  revolutionary,  and  omi- 
nous of  the  most  fearful  and  extended  evils — that  they  tear  down  the 
barriers  which  shut  out  from  society  the  raging  ocean  of  human  passion 
— that  they  light  a  conflagration  which  will  consume  alike  the  just  and 
the  unjust,  and  let  forth  a  tiger-spirit,  whose  tooth,  once  fleshed,  will  not 
cease  until  it  is  gorged  with  the  blood  of  helpless  infirmity  and  unofiead- 
ing  innocence. 

**^  Their  creed  amounts  simply  to  this,  that,  in  a  country  of  laws,  men 
must  judge  for  themselves  when  they  are  wroi^ed,  and  how  they  shaH 
be  revenged,  and  that  prejudice  and  passion,  madness  and  crime,  are 
good  republican  laws.  What  fearful  infatuatioti  is  this  I  Men  who 
inconsiderately  sanction  such  acts  little  dream  that  they  ure  lighting  the 
torch  to  fire  their  own  homes — whetting  the  knife  for  the  throats  of  theu* 
own  kindred.  When  the  law  is  made  a  wreck  and  left  to  float  upon  the 
sea  of  popular  caprice,  subject  to  every  mind  and  menaced  by  every 
wave,  there  may  be  brief  intervals  of  tranquillity,  but  who  dares  hope 
for  permanent  security  or  happiness  ? 

'*  If  there  were  no  worse  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
violence  of  Lynch  law-^if  its  diecrees  were  just,  or  its  crimsoned  hands 
stainless — if  it  did  not  give  power  to  ignorance  and  guilt,  and  war  alike 
upon  the  good  and  the  bad,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  argument  against  it, 
that  it  corrupts  and  ruins  thosawho  are  concerned  in  its  excesses.  The 
young  and  thoughtless,  who  thus  taste  the  turbulent  pleasures  of  lawless 
license,  and  learn  that  the  laws  may  be  violated  without  disgrace,  canuot 
be  stayed  at  that  point.  They  have  graduated  in  the  high  school  of  the 
rioter,  and  soon  learn  to  regard  the  commission  of  affrays  and  violations 
of  the  peace  as  gallant  accomplishments.  The  bar-room  and  bawdy- 
house  ring  with  their  blasphemy  and  boasts  of  achievements  against 
social  order;  and,  advancing  from  stage  to  stage,  the  career  which  com* 
menced  in  popular  tumult  is  closed  in  crime,  infamy,  and  wretched- 
ness." 

Judge  Todd  tells  us  that,  unless  the  laws  are  vindicated,  property, 
reputation,  liberty,  and  life,  are  no  longer  secure.  That  the  laws  in  that 
republic  are  not  vindicated  is  shown  more  particularly  by  Judge  Fox, 
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who  tells  UB  that  the  mob  have  deliberately,  and,  with  a  design  well 
known,  set  at  naught  the  laws ;  and  that,  too,  in  the  jHresence  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  gre«t  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  did  not  raise  an  arm 
to  vindicate  the  laws.  **  All  barriers,"  he  tells  us,  **  were  broken  down, 
and  the  power  of  the  law  prostrated  by  the  connivance  of  all  ages,  ranks, 
and  conditions."  These  judges  speak  very  correctly  and  very  truly  on 
these  matters  ;(but  if  we  were  to  examine  into  their  conduct,  that  is,  the 
judges  generally,  we  shoiild  find  that  they  favour,  encourage,  and  even 
belong  to  the  most  daring  and  lawless  band  in  the  whole  country  :  they 
are,  in  reality,  opposed  to  these  low  mobs,  from  whom  they  apprehend 
the  greatest  of  danger  to  themselves ;  and  yet  they  are  lynchers  them- 
lelves,  and  trample  over  the  barriers  of  the  law  whenever  it  suits  their 
purpose  to  do  so :  but  when  the  injured  make  charges  against  them,  ac- 
cording to  law,  they  say,  *'  The  law  that  you  seek  redress  under  is  virtu- 
ally repealed — our  unlawful  deeds  are  acts  of  public  necessity ;  and,  to 
inflict  the  penalty  on  us  would  be  productive  of  more  evil  to  the  com- 
munity than  a  continuation  of  our  plundering  and  unlawful  acts." 

When  the  defrauded  people,  who  form  these  low  "  lynching  "  mobs, 
weie  asking  for  redress  for  their  intolerable  grievances,  in  having  been 
systematically  plundered  by  the  lynching  and  lawless  bankers ;  when  for 
this  they  sought  redress  under  Article  19  of  their  general  law  on  bank- 
ing (which  says  that  the  fact  of  a  bank  refusing  to  pay  its  notes  having 
been  proved  before  a  judge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  that  judge  to  transmit 
that  fact  to  the  governor,  and  it  shall  be  the  governor's  duty,  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  the  same,  to  declare  the  charter  of  the  said  bank  to  be 
forfeited) ; — when  this  redress  was  claimed  there  was  not  a  single  judge 
iu  the  whole  country  applied  to  that  did  not  connive  with  these  villains, 
and  that  did  not  shuffle  out  of  this  responsible  and  important  duty.  Is 
it  to  be  wondered  at,  then,  when  you  know  of  these  things,  that  even 
"  they,  in  the  temple  of  justice,"  as  Todd  says,  '^  are  mere  tenants  by 
sufferance  ?" 

Well,  now,  let  us  examine  a  little  into  "  self-taxation."  I  say  that  the 
taxes  of  the  United  States  are  greater  than  those  of  England-^-they  are  laid 
on  in  such  a  variety  of  juggling  ways  ;  some  of  which  I  have  noticed 
in  other  letters,  and  will  now  only  speak  of  direct  taxation.  One  case  of 
which,  for  instance,  that  I  know  of,  wherein  an  English  farmer  of  my 
acquaintance  rents  a  farm  near  Philadelphia :  that  farm  is  from  ninety 
to  a  hundred  acres,  and,  at  the  time  I  speak  of,  six  or  eight  years  back, 
he  paid  for  it  1000  dollars  per  year,  out  of  which  the  landlord  paid  the 
taxes,  and  those  taxes  amounted  annually  to  six  hundred  and  twenty ;five 
dollars! 

You  will  think  this  impossible,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true.  The  way 
that  it  is  done  is  this :— A  gang  of  ^^  shin-plaster  *'  speculators  take  it,  or 
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pretend  to  take  it,  into  their  heads,  that  this  land  is  well  adapted  for 
building  lots,  and  that  it  will  shortly,  become  the  centre  of  Philadelphia! 
They  try  to  buy  it ;  the  owner  does  not  want  to  sell,  but  sets  what  he 
considers  an  extravagant  price  upon  it — say  50,000  dollars :  they  think 
it  too  much,  but  surprise  the  man  by  offering  40,000.  In  a  few  days 
after  they  come  again  and  say  they  will  have  it  at  the  price  asked ;  but 
the  owner,  seeing  that  it  is  wanted  at  any  price,  has  altered  his  mind, 
and  now  asks  100,000  ;  and  thus  they  go  and  come  untO  they  actually 
bought  that  farm  at  250,000  dollars.  They  paid  a  deposit  of,  I  believe, 
10,000  dollars.  The  assessors  are  soon  round  to  rate  this  farm  at  its 
new  value,  the  speculators  finally  forfeit  the  deposit,  and  the  landlord  is 
saddled  with  annual  taxation  to  the  above  amount ;  and  this  is  the  case, 
more  or  less,  with  all  the  property  in  that  county. 

The  following  Report  is  from  *'  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  Estimate  submitted  to  the  Philadelphia  County  Board  by  the  County 
Commissioners,  on  Monday  the  20th  day  of  April,  1835."    They  say— 

''  That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  that  the  im- 
portance of  raising  by  direct  tax  nearly  600,000  dollars  from  our  citizens 
who  are  holders  of  real  estate  for  county  purposes  alone,  for  the  present 
year,  has  induced  them  to  procure  such  data  as  was  necessary  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  as  to  what  amount  should  be  expended  on  the  different 
items  reported  to  the  board  by  the  county  commissioners.  They  accord- 
ingly inquired  of  these  gentlemen  for  the  balance-sheet  for  the  year 
1816,  or  for  any  year  from  that  time  to  1826;  the  object  of  which  was 
to  ascertain  what  amount  of  money  had  been  raised,  and  on  what  objects 
disbursed,  when  the  tax  was  30  cents  in  the  100  dollars,  when  the  tax 
was  34,  and  when  the  tax  was  40  cents. 

**  But  your  Committee  regret  to  say,  to  those  queries  no  satisfactory 
answer  could  be  obtained.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Roderfield,  who  is  the 
clerk,  was  sick ;  and,  as  it  was  high  time  the  rate  of  county  tax  should 
be  fixed  for  the  year  1835,  they  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  proceed  with- 
out delay ;  and,  in  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  they  went  into  a 
minute  examination  of  every  item  set  forth^  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
a  more  economical  expenditure  could  not  be  recommended :  and  to  that 
end  thev  will  notice  the  estimate  submitted  in  the  order  there  set  down ; 
previous  to  which  they  cannot  refrain  from  stating  that  the  demand  of 
one  hundred  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars  is  not  only  much  larger  than 
could  have  been  anticipated,  inasmuch  as  a  loan  of  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion has  recently  been  allowed  and  made  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
debts  contracted  by  former  commissioners ;  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  when  the  above-named  sum  is  raised  there  will  still  be  a  deficit  of 
upwards  of  120,000  dollars  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  present  year, 
your  Committee  are  constrained  to  say,  unless  laws  be  passed,  checking, 
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ID  great  measure,  the  unrestrained  waste  and  the  extravagant  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money,  real  estate  will  have  to  bear  heavier  burdens. 
Your  Committee  are  not  surprised  that  those  who  are  watchful  of  their 
personal  interest  relinquish  investments  in  real  estate,  which  are  sub- 
ject to,  and  must,  under  existing  laws,  bear  all  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation for  county  purposes,  and  turn  their  attention  to  stock  and  other 
personal  securities,  which  are  free  from  those  enormous  exactions. 
While  they  acknowledge,  with  pain,  this  state  of  things,  they  would 
recommend  that  the  question,  as  to  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised 
and  paid  by  the  county  commissioners,  be  met  and  fairly  treated  at 
once." 

And  then  the  committee  goes  on  to  examine  47  items  of  extravagance 
and  peculation,  such  as  no  country  under  the  heavens  ever  allowed  be- 
fore,— one  of  which,  by  way  of  sample,  is  Item  43 ;  and  it  reads  as 
follows: — 

"  Public  roads  (opening  streets),  120,000  dollars.  This  they  would 
recommend  not  to  be  allowed ;  and  here  your  Committee  must  express 
their  entire  and  unqualified  disapprobation  of  opening  and  grading 
streets  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  private  companies  to  make  railroads 
at  the  expense  of  the  county.  This  is  another  great  abuse  which  the 
public  should  frown  indignantly  upon — an  abuse  which  your  Committee 
cannot  enforce  their  objections  to  in  terms  sufficiently  strong." 

When  taxation  becomes  so  enormous  as  no  longer  to  be  endured,  the 
very  taxers  will  come  forward,  and,  by  way  of  pacifying  the  people, 
make  a  report  like  the  above.  Two-thirds,  I  will  warrant,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  that  board,  were  men  who  had  a  hand  in  levying  the  taxes 
which  they  here  complain  of,  and  which  they  shared  bountifully  of  them- 
selves. But  of  this  the  people,  as  a  body,  know  nothing,  and  are,  for  a 
time,  quieted  by  being  made  to  believe  that  there  are  those  in  authority 
who  are  guarding  their  public  interests.  The  system  of  taxation  that 
this  board  complained  of  gets  worse  every  hour,  and  it  has  now  so 
involved  the  count3^in  debt  that  it  is  absolutely  bankrupt.  The  city 
and  different  townships  of  that  county  have,  since  then,  been  obliged  to 
resort  to  paying  their  debts  and  their  labourers  with  notes  as  low  as  two- 
pence each!  In  the  year  1837  they  put  out  millions  of  these  notes, 
and,  on  the  face  of  them,  promised  to  redeem  them  that  day  twelve- 
month, in  gold  or  silver,  with  one  per  cent,  interest.  Everybody, 
however,  knew,  who  knew  anything  of  their  affairs,  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  pay  them — indeed  they  knew  at  the  time  that  it  would  never 
be  in  their  power ;  but  still  they  passed,  from  one  poor  man  to  another 
till  one-half  of  them  became 'worn  out,  and,  to  the  poor,  a  total  loss. 
When  the  day  of  payment  came  for  the  rest  there  was  great  anxiety  in 
the  public  mind  to  know  what  shift  the  villains  would  next  resort  to ; 
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and  The  Public  Ledger^  of  October  22n4»  1838»  gpiiFe  us  the  foUowii^ 
information  with  regard  to  pne  of  th^  tQwiishipS)  which  I  take  as  a 
sample  of  the  whole : — 

''  Redemption  or  Soi}tbw4e^  Cbbtifioates* — ^The  commiBmoaeirB 
of  the  district  are  redeeming  their  small  certificatea  of  loan  by  issuing 
script  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  bearing  interqat  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly,  and  not  redeemable 
until  January,  1849." 

1  cannot  go  on  to  tell  all  the  copsequenc^  and  sufferings  occasioned 
by  these  things,  nor  is  tliere  necessity  for  iU  because  a  man  who  has 
heard  thus  much,  and  whose  imagination  cannot  so  far-  complete  the 
picture  as  to  satisfy  himself  that  in  democracy  and  republipanism  there 
is  no  security  against  oppression — such  a  man  is  too  ignorant  to  compre- 
hend, however  clear  and  fiill  the  facts  might  be  exhibited.  I  have 
repeatedly  shown  this,  in  the  course  of  my  letters,  from  the  highest  au- 
thority in  the  Union.  In  this  letter  I  quote  n)ore  particularly  from  ahe 
documents  of  mechanics  and  working  men — men  in  the  same  sphere  of 
life  as  I  presume  a  great  many  of  you  to  be  in.  They  have,  however, 
as  you  suppose,  great  advantages  over  you — they  having  had,  for  up- 
wards of  sixty  years,  all  the  things  that  your  charter  calls  for ;  an4  I 
will  venture  to  say  that,  if  you  knew  their  difficulties,  you  would  not 
exchange  situation9  with  them.  In  the  yisar  1835  there  was  scarcely  a 
trade  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  (hat  did  not  "  strike  for 
wages  and  time,"  they  hs^ving,  by  their  own  showing,  been  reduced  to 
the  utmost  misery  ;  and  from  one  of  their  circulars,  on  that  occasion,  I 
take  the  following  remarks : — 

'*  Why  is  it-  (bat  so  (arge  a  portion  of  the  population  of  our  happy 
land  are  grovelling  in  igporance,  in  this  way  to  intemperance  t^  crime? 
We  answer,  that,  as  a  mass,  we  have  fajlfen  asleep — the  few  robbed  us 
of  our  birthright,  and  now  even  deny  us  a  n^s  of  pottage  as  a  remune- 
ration, .  .  Something  must  be  dome  to  relieve  us  and  our  children 
from  the  thraldom  of  vice  and  igQorance  into  whi^  their  avarice  hss 
plunged  us.  .  .  In  order  that  this  n)ost  desirable  object  should  be 
attained,  we,  the  parents  and  gi^ardiana  of  the  children,  operatives  of 
Q^tton  and  wQollen  mills  \n  this  town  of  Patterspn,  do  most  solemnly 
protest  against  working  our  children  from  twelve  to  fourteen  ho^rs  per 
day.  We  have  viewed  with  deep  regret  for  years  this  a^minabl^  ^Iid 
unnatural  systeiPi  which  h^a  confined  t;heia  fm^§  likjd  .qrin^inal^  fhfu^ 
th^  children  of  a  free  people,  excluding  diem  ^om  the  fr^  im4  vhpk- 
some  air ;  QP  ^^  allowed  for  recreatioD,  which  is  so  opae^iaUf  peed" 
^lary  to  prosnqte  h^^^Ul^ ;  sc^cely  time  allowed  theia  to  tak^  A^eir  seanly 
fneals  i  tliey  retire  to  their  beds  ^t  r^ight  worn  4own  11414  /S¥hl^V9(e4  vith 
excessiye  labour  hen^^  tb^y  aje  deprive^  o^"  ^y  priyiJege  pi;c§pt  wprk-' 
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?Pg»  ei^fiing,  and  sleeping.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  our  country 
haa  become  the  great  theatre  of  mobs,  yea,  we  may  say  murders  too9 
when  we  remember  tfiat  the  poor  and  their  children,  in  manufacturing 
towns  and  districts,  are  kept  in  ignorance  and  regarded  but  little  supe- 
rior to  the  beasts  that  perish  ? 

"  The  causes  of  the  strike  in  Pat^efson  we  will  here  state  in  addition 
to  those  already  presented  : — 

"  Ist.  The  m^ufacturers  have  not  only  required  of  us  to  l^ibour  on  an 
average  of  from  twelve  to  fourteen  hours  per  day,  bjit  they  have  added 
additional  labour  without  advancing  our  wages. 

*^  2nd.  They  have  imposed  upon  «s,  against  our  will  and  consent,  a 
system  of  payment,  viz.,  an  order  system,  which  reduces  us  to  the  dis- 
agreeable necessity  of  paying  whatever  price  the  extravagance  of  the 
storekeeper  may  think  proper  to  demand. 

**  3rd.  They  have  in  a  number  of  instances,  where  settlements  have 
been  demanded,  kept  back  one  week^s  work,  and  demanded  a  receipt 
in  full. 

**  4th.  They  have  been  uniformly  in  the  practice  of  deducting  one 
qufirter  from  each  dixy's  labour  when  we  were  behind  the  time  but  five 
mitiutes.'* 

Npw  I  am  aware  that  in  England  those  employed  in  factories  com- 
plain of  similar  treatmeat,  and  they  attribute  such  treatment  to  the 
want  of  your  "  Charter ;"  that  they  are  wrong  in  their  opinions  on  this 
subject,  they  are  here  assured  from  the  mouths  of  their  brethren  who 
live  under  such  "  Charter,"  and  who  are,  as  they  confess,  in  a  state  of 
grovelling  ignorance,  in  the  way  of  intemperance  and  crime  :  they  have 
fallen  asleep  and  have  been  robbed  of  all  they  possessed  :  their  children 
are  in  the  thraldom  of  yice,  working  f^om  twelve  to  fourteen  hours 
a-day :  confined  more  like  criminals  than  the  children  of  a  free  people ; 
scarcely  time  to  leat  their  scanty  meals,  and,  at  night,  worn  down  and  ex- 
hausted by  excessive  labour.  Their  country  is  the  great  theatre  of 
mobs  and  murderers,  and  the  working  part  of  the  community  are  re- 
garded but  little  better  than  the  beasts  that  perish. 

This,  then,  is  their  condition,  as  stated  by  themselves,  and  which,  I 
trust,  will  enable  you  to  judge  as  to  how  much  better  or  worse  it  is 
than  is  your  own.  There  is  one  thing  that,  without  experience,  you  can- 
not know:  it  is  the  excessive  and  oppressive  heat  in  the  summer  season, 
which,  as  I  believe,  makes  it  harder  to  work  six  hours  there  than  twelve 
in  England.  But,  while  you  have  this  advantage,  they  have  the  advan- 
tage of  having  votes^  and  can,  once  Oryear^  choose  a  beggar  from  the 
street  to  represent  them,  and  he  is  qualified  without  being  worth  even  a 
bunch  of  matches :  so  that  be  sleeps  a  few  nights,  if  it  be  upon  straw,  in 
the  distriet,  they  can,  if  tb#y  please,  and  he  is  willing,  send  him  to  make 

R  2 


244  ON  UNIVERSAL  StiPFRAGE,  &C. 

the  laws  of  their  country.  To  what,  then,  shall  we  attribute  their  suf- 
ferings? To  nothing,  certainly,  other  than  that  they  are  incapable,  as  a 
whole,  of  knowing  what,  according  to  the  laws  of  nature,  is  good  for 
themselves.  This,  granted,  we  must  allow  that  the  most  superior  and 
intellectual  men  should  manage  and  direct  public  affairs,  and  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  the  ignorant  and  inexperienced  to  select  such  men. 
Such  a  duty  should  be  left  to  those  who  are  capable  of  judging;  and 
who  are  they  ?  If  we  had  a  public  and  unerring  test  to  try  them  by,  it 
would  be  well ;  but,  as  that  is  impossible,  we  must  resort  to  other,  though 
perhaps  imperfect,  means.  That  there  are  men  who  have  had  much 
education  bestowed  upon  them,  and  yet,  for  want  of  capacity  or  other 
causes,  are  shamefully  ignorant,  all  will  agree.  That  there  are  men  of 
property  equally  ignorant  and  very  tyrannical  is  also  too  true.  But  all 
must  allow  that  a  suitable  education  for  a  lawgiver  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  well-being  of  our  country. 

And,  as  to  property,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  want  of  it  is  any  proof 
of  a  man*s  ignorance,  want  of  principle,  or  capacity  to  fill  important 
situations ;  but  we  may  suppose,  though  it  ought  not  to  be,  that  pro- 
perty has  a  tendency  to  bind. a  man  more  strongly  to  the  interest  of  his 
country ;  and,  if  so,  he  is  the  more  likely  to  be  careful  and  considerate — 
to  do  nothing  that  has  a  tendency  to  involve  that  country  in  difficulties ; 
for,  by  doing  so,  he  would  put  in  jeopardy  his  individual  property,  that 
he  or  his  forefathers  have  taken  so  much  pains  to  obtain. 

Every  man,  then,  possessed  with  common  sense  will  be  convmced 
that  the  Jtrst-iiSimtd  qualification  cannot,  without  dangerous  conse- 
quences, be  dispensed  with ;  and  that,  from  the  /a^f-named,  benefits 
may  arise.  Qualifications  the  reverse  of  these  have  been  tried  at  times 
in  various  countries,  and  have  ever  led  to  a  state  of  things  similar  to 
that  here  in  part  described  by  your  friend  and  well-wisher, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 
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LETTER  II. 


TO   THE   CHARTISTS. 


Mt  Friends,*'  Bishop* s  Ilchington,  Sept,  5,  1839. 

In  my  last  I  neglected  to  speak  of  several  things  that  I  think 
you  ought  to  he  made  acquainted  vith.  In  the  first  place,  you  appear 
to  think  that  if  your  Cfuxrier  was  lawfully  estahlished  there  would  ho 
an  end  to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  In  this  I  know  you  to  he  altogether 
mistaken ;  and,  from  what  I  am  ahout  to  lay  hefore  you,  you  cannot  do 
otherwise,  I  think,  than  become  convinced  that  I  am  right. 

You  have  a  new  Poor-law,  with  which  your  leaders  generally  seem 
very  well  pleased ;  hut  to  that  part  of  you  who  are  poor  and  have 
daughters,  or  find  it  necessary  to  ask  for  relief  under  that  law,  perhaps, 
it  may  not  be  altogether  so  charming ;  and  I  dare  say  that  you  have  no 
idea  that  in  Pennsylvania,  where  a  similar  charter  to  yours  is  the  law  of 
the  land,  there  is  a  poor-law  exactly  like  yours,  as  far  as  yours  goes, 
which  is  not  near  so  far  as  to  cruelty  as  that  of  the  Republicans.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  there  is  a  workhouse  lately  built,  any- 
thing like  the  equal  to  which,  for  size,  I  have  never  heard  of,  and  any 
ten  that  I  have  seen  in  England,  as  far  as  my  eye  will  guide  me  cor-* 
rectly,  would  not,  in  that  respect,  be  equal  to  it.  In  this  place,  when  the 
poor  are  received,  their  hair  is  cropped  close,  the  uniform  dress  put  upon 
them,  man  and  wife  are  separated,  and  children  from  both ;  and,  in 
short,  all  and  everything  that  is  so  odious  in  the  eyes  of  an  Englishman, 
hke  myself,  who  lived  in  unreformed  days,  when  there  was  no  need  of 
places  like  these,  and  when,  in  my  native  village,  if  there  was  a  solitary 
being  who,  from  whatever  cause,  wanted  assisttince,  it  was  the  special 
care  of  his  fellow-creatures  that  it  should  be  granted  in  such  a  manner 
as  not,  irpossible,  to  hurt  his  feelings,  or  to  let  him  think  that  his  poverty 
might  be  considered  a  disgrace. 

How  different  the  feelings  of  the  Americans,  who  are  for  ever  exult- 
ing over  their  large  poor-houses,  their  prisons,  and  their  cruel  punish- 
ment to  human  beings !  When  a  stranger  visits  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
it  is  a  hundred  to  one  that  the  first  walk  he  takes  with  his  American 
friend  will  be  to  the  Waterworks,  on  the  river  Schuylkill.  These  works 
force  up  the  water  to  the  top  of  a  big    hill,  wliere  there  are  reservoirs 
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sufficient  to  hold  water  enough  for  the  use  of  the  whole  city.    This  is 
truly  a  beautiful  place,  naturally  beautiful,  to  say  nothing  of  the  art  that 
has  been  bestowed  upon  it.     The  money  spent  in  these  works  was,  per- 
haps, three  or  four  times  greater  than  it  need  have  been ;  but  the  works 
are  there,  and,  if  the  natives  were  as  proud  of  them  as  they  are  of  their 
prisons  and  poor-houses,  it  would  speak  more,  I  think,  in  favour  of  their 
civilization.    They,  however,  take  their  friends  to  the  top  of  this  fair 
mount,  not  so  much  to  admire  these  works,  and  the  scenery  about  them, 
as  to  have  what  they  call  a  superb  and  splendid  view  of  their  magnifi- 
cent poor-house,  and  of  their  two  new  and  enormously  large  prisons, 
which,  they  tell  us,  resemble  castles  of  the  middle  ages.   When,  on  that 
mount,  you  face  the  west,  you  behold  the  former ;    turn  to  the  left,  or 
turn  to  the  right,  and  you  behold  one  of  the  latter — ^the  three  staiiding 
about  a  mile  apartj  in  a  triangle:     Tour  friend  will  call  your  attention 
ihost  particularly  to  these  things ;  he  will  talk  of  nothing  else  during 
your  istay.    If  you  are  from  Europe  he  will  ask  you  if,  in  the  *'  Old 
Country,"  youhaVe  anything  of  the  kind  half  so  **  elegant  ?"  To  which^ 
of  course,  you  will  be  glad  enough  to  be  able  to  reply  in  the  negative, 
which  will  greatly  please  him ;  and  he  will  say,  **  I  guess,  in  our  insti- 
tutions, we  are  going  a-head  of  all  nations."     But,  while  the  creature  is 
thus  indulgihg  his  silly  vanity,  a  inan  of  sense  or  feehng  would  be  so 
enraptured  with  the  natural  scenery  as  to  disregard  such  soulless  and 
cold-blooded  reniarks.     He  would  be  listening  to  the  wild  roar  of  the 
rushing  water  tumbling  over  the  beautiful' falls :  he  ^ould  be  viewing 
the  sky-blue  serpentine  river,  so  proud,  as  it  were,  of  its  own  banks,  that 
not  a  projecting  rock,  tree,  or  shrub  thereon,  but  it  doubly  shows  us — 
first  above,  and  then,  through  its  glass-like  face,  below:  he  would, 
perhaps,  be  calling  to  mind  the  noble  race  that,  but  a  short  time 
since,    roamed  those  woods;  and  be  drawing   the  contrast    between 
the  ever-brave  and  faithful  Indians,  and  the  ever-faithless,  dollar-loving 
beings  that  now  call  those  woods  their  own.     But  enough  of  this :  we 
must  haste  to  a  farther  account  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  poor-law,  of 
that  country. 

Just  before  I  left  Philadelphia  I  went  with  a  friend  to  see  the  "  great 
workhouse,"  commonly  called  theBlockley  Almshouse;  and  I  might,  if 
I  thought  it  best,  describe  it  in  my  own  way,  but  I  choose  rather  to  let 
the  Americans  themselves  do  it,  and  I  therefore  take  the  following  ex- 
tract from  an  article  in  The  Pennsylvanian ; — 

"  A  Glance  at  the  Almshouse. 

*♦*♦♦* 

*'  The  almshouse  is,  as  our  readers  understand^  over  the  river  Schvyl- 
Mil :  it  is  a  vast  and  magnificent  pile,  covering  an  area  of  ten  or  iifteeii 
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acres.  W^  {passed,  fittended  by  a  cidenme,  ftlrhifthed  us  My  the  courtesy 
of  the  steward,  through  the  instilution:  That  the  merit  of  eleonlinesls 
may  be  atcotded  is  ^€tj  eertaih^  and^  if  the  establishntent  were  in  erery 
other  respect  eqtially  wcvthy  of  praise^  nothibg  could  possibly  be  ad- 
vanced against  it. 

"  The  tetrn  •  Blockley  Palace  *  admirably  applies  to  the  extcht  and 
grandeur  of  the  edifice  (perhaps  td  the  monthly  teveld  of  the  initiated), 
but  most  liurely  ndt  to  the  meagre  fate  fui^nished  the  inmates^  who  arb 
supplied  with  just  sueh  bread  as  one  would  bast  to  swine,  and  twice 
a-wedk  experience  th<  luxury,  not  unattended  with  labour,  of  masticating 
about  half  a  pound  of  tough  beef;  those  who  do  little  jobs  about  tiiie 
bttildiug  go  through  a  diurUal  process  of  the  same  nature,  besides  an 
ettra  atoommodation  of  a  *  lectin '  tobacco.  A  system  of  fatouritism, 
odious  in  its  character,  prevaik  to  a  great  extent,  and  is  deserving  of  the 
severest  reprehension.  Accompanied  as  we  were  by  one  under  the  rod 
of  authority,  we  could  not  prosecute,  to  the. extent  desired,  the  supervi- 
sion, or  make  the  inquiries  contemplated :  we  saw  enough, '^however,  to 
become  convinced  that  the  strong  arm  of  i*eform  should  be  stretched 
towards  the  '  Palace^*  and  that  it  should  be  thoroughly  purged  of  the 
excrescences. 


"  Charges  of  a  very  grave  character  have  been  publicly  preferred 
against  the  conduct  of  those  in  authority,  relating  to  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  and  cruel  conduct  towards  the  poor  who  are  domiciled  in  the 
palace :  they  have  never  yet  been  met  even  by  contradiction,  much 
less  by  disproval.  A  reason  for  this  silence  can  only  be  imagined,  and, 
as  it  involves  the  character  and  conduct  of  some  of  the  directors  (charg- 
ing them  with  gulling  the  public  and  gulping  liquors  at  that  public's 
expense),  would  seem  not  undeserving  their  attention. 

**  There  are  now  in  this  establishment  (or  were  when  we  visited  it) 
1605  persons,  exclusive  of  15  infants  in  the  Children's  Asylum,  making, 
in  iotOy  1680,  of  whom  about  250  are  coloured.  As  above  remarked, 
nine-tenths  of  the  whole  number  are  of  intemperate  habits,  and  of  the 
worst  disposition.  Among  such  a  horde  of  persons,  confessedly  of  such 
bestial  habits,  is  it  not  natural  that  the  honest  and  respectable  poor 
should  shrink  from  mingling,  and  prefer  a  life  of  severe  privation  attend- 
ant on  extreme  penury  to  such  association  ? 

*  ♦  *  » 

"  It  is  high  time  that  the  Almshouse  should  be  looked  to,  and  we  hope^ 
at  no  distant  period,  that  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  rigid  scrutiny 
into  the  character  and  conduct  of  its  officeiB.  as  well  as  into  the  nature  of 
the  institution)  and  its  operation,  will  be  suggested  to  the  Legislatui^. 
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*'  NinB.harxeLl  of  floiur  per  diem  were  Gcmsumed  last  wlntert  but  «ow 
the  iomaAeB  are  not  allowed  wbeati  but  are  fumiahed  with  coro-breadof 
a  very  inferior  quality.  We  were  much  pained  ia  our  passage  through 
the  Lunatic  department^  especially  that  appropriated  to  females*  Several 
of  these  poor  unfortunates  were  confined  to  chairs,  such  a  procedure 
being  reudered  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  doing  personal 
iqjury  to  themselves  or  others.  One  we  particularly  recollect,  for  she 
very,  strongly  attracted  our  attention,  and  we  were  much  interested  in 
the.  statement  made  by  the  keeper  relative  to  her  condition.  She  was 
apparently  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  must  have  been  pnoe 
possessed  of  superior  personal,  charms,  which  had  not  entirely  faded 
under  the  operation  of  her  melancholy  and  fearful  disorder.  To  this 
female  the  keeper  threw  a  piece  of  stale  corn-bread,  with  just  such  an 
air  as  one  would  cast  a  bone  to  a  dog.  This  subject  ia  too  painful  to 
dwdl  upon,  and  we  gladly  leave  it." 

The  following  are  also  extracts  from  another  Philadelphia  newspaper, 
the  writer  of  which  takes  a  favourable  view  of  the  house,  and  of  the  law 
under  which  it  was  erected;  but  who,  in  my  opinion,  makes  some  correct 
observations  in  the  following  words : — 

"  The  Philadelphia  Almshouse. 

"  A  few  days  since,  availing  ourselves  of  the  politeness  of  Colonel 
Woolf,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  we  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  in  Blockley,  and  passed  several 
hours  in  inspecting  the  arrangement  of  that  new  and  vast  establisbmeut, 
which,  we  believe,  is  generally  admitted,  by  those  best  qualified  to  judge, 
to  be  unequalled  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  both  as  to  extent  and  as 

to  the  excellence  of  the  plan  upon  which  it  is  constructed 

It  is  said  that  the  accommodations  are  su£Qcient  for  3000  persons.    ' 

"The  main  buildings  of  the  Almshouse,  which  is  situated  on  a  beauti- 
ful and  salubrious  spot  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  commanding 
a  panoramic  view  of  the  most  varied  and  striking  character,  are  four  in 
number,  forming  the  square,  occupying  and  enclosing  an  area  of  about 
ten  acres.  The  front  building,  which  faces  the  Schuylkill,  is  a  nugestic 
piece  of  architecture,  and  is  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  male  paupers, 
with  accommodations  for  the  officers  of  the  institution.  The  dipper 
stories  are  occupied  as  dormitories,  and  the  scrupulous  nicety  with 
which  the  establishment  is  kept  is  nowhere  more  remarkable  than  ia 
these  apartments.  . 

♦.  ♦  ♦  ♦         .  ♦  «  « 

"  On  the  groundrfloor  are  the  offices*  An.  extensive  kitcben,  with  all 
its  apparatus  in  the  moat  p^rfjppt  prder^  Akt  tias  ^itleriog  like  silver,  the 


Ubl«8  and  wooden  titen^ls  scoured  until  they  lode  as  if  painted  white, 
and  everything  in  the  most  unexoeptionable  condition,  the  same  being 
the  case  in  the  large  eating^rooms  adjoining. 

^  The  building  on  the  south  is  used  as  a  hospital,  and,  though  evi- 
dences of  human  misery  and  suffering  meet  the  spectator  at  every  turn, 
he  is  at  the  same  time  satisfied,  from  all  that  comes  under  his  notice, 
that  nothing  is  neglected  to  alleviate  the  afflictions  of  the  inmates.  The 
rooms  are  large,  lofty,  and  well  ventilated ;  the  apothecary's  office  well 
supplied ;  and  baths  of  every  kind  are  to  be  had  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  medical  library  is  situated  in  this  building,  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  valuable  in  the  country, 

«  4E  «o  4>  *  « 

"  The  building  on  the  west  is  occupied  by  the  female  paupers,  who, 
it  seems,  are  neidier  so  easily  kept  in  order,  nor  so  tidy  as  the  men, — 
why,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  such  is  found  to  be  the  case.  One 
extremity  of  the  northern  building  contains  the  aged  and  blind  women, 
and  the  incurables  of  the  same  sex.  In  the^centre  of  this  division  are 
the  flouring- milk,  carding-machines,  carpenters'  and  joiners'  shops,  and 
the  cotton  and  woollen  factories,  in  which  the  paupers  work — the  pro- 
ducts being  chiefly  used  in  the  institution. 

"  The  grounds  belonging  to  the  Almshouse  are  about  a  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  extent,  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  producing  all  the 
vegetables,  &c.,  required  by  the  establishment ;  and  the  handsome 
appearance  of  the  gardens  speaks  much  for  the  attention  paid  to  that 
department. 

*'  Such  are  the  impressions  left  by  our  hasty  visit,  and,  although  it 
would  require  many  more  hours  than  we  could  devote  to  examine  the 
establishment  thoroughly,  yet  we  saw  enough  fully  to  warrant  the  favour- 
able opinion  as  to  its  management  expressed  above." 

From  these  two  accounts  you  will  learn  that  there  must  be  poverty 
and  wretchedness  greater  in  America  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
or  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  have  the  largest  workhouses  in  the  world. 
**  It  is-  generally  admitted/'  says  this  last  American  writer,  "  by  those 
bestTiualified'to  judge,  that,  for  extent,  this  poor-house  is  unequalled 
on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic."  Enough  has  been  said  on  this  house, 
but  there  is  one  thing  more  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  notice,  such  a  last- 
ing impression  did  it  make  upon  me  when  I  first  heard  it.  It  is  the 
inhuman  and  disgusting  manner  in  which  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Repub- 
lican "  paupers"  are  chopped  to  pieces.  Much,  I  am  aware,  has  been  said 
of  this  practice  with  regard  to  English  paupers ;  but,  in  this  country,  the 
body  of  a  pauper  cannot  be  dissected  if  objected  to  by  a  relative  of  the 
deceased  person,  nor  does  the  dissection  take  place  in  the  workhousts ; 
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and  provisions  are  mdreover  made  for  decent  iBterment  of  the  corpse  after 
dissection.  Things,  however,  are  managed  very  differently  by  the  **  self- 
governed  American  Republicans — the  sovereigns,'*  as  they  foolishly 
call  themselves. 

On  visiting  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  which  means,  being  trans- 
lated, a  prison  for  the  poor,  in  company  with  a  fnend,  we  came  to  the 
doors  of  certain  robms  into  which  we  were  told  by  our  guide,  an  aged 
pauper,  that  there  was  no  admittance.  I  asked  why  we  were  not  to  be 
admitted  ?  "  These,"  said  he,  "  are  the  dissecting-rooms,  which  you  can- 
not see  without  an  order  from  the  authorities."  '*  What,"  said  I,  **  do 
the  inmates  think  of  the  bodies  of  their  companions  being  thus  cut  to 
pieces  on  the  premises?"  "  Ah !  Sir,"  said  he,  "  it  is  that  that  hurts  my 
feelings  more  than  all  the  rest  that  I  have  to  witness  and  suffer :  I  have 
seen  that  place  hung  round  with  human  limbs,  which  were  sold  a  limb 
at  a  time  as  the  butchers  sell  their  meat."  The  poor  fellow  seemed 
overcome  by  his  own  remark,  and  no  more  was  said  on  the  subject  The 
fact  is,  the  dead  carcases  of  the  "  free  Republican"  paupers  are  sold,  either 
whole  or  in  joints,  whether  the  relations  like  it  or  not,  to  the  medical 
students  resident  in  those  parts  of  the  Union  where  meat  of  this  descrip- 
tion is  not  80  easily  procurable  as  in  Philadelphia, 

The  Americans,  however,  in  general,  care  nothing  about  what  becomes 
of  their  dead.  In  cities,  it  is  true,  they  have  grave-yards ;  but,  if 
they  are  wanted  for  any  of  the  wild  schemes  that  a  band  of  "  specu- 
lators" may  take  in  their  heads,  they  are  without  ceremony  taken  ;  the 
bodies  rduted  up,  and  thrown  into  the  first  convenient  hole;  They  have 
none  of  that  feeling,  so  peculiarly  regarded  by  Englishmen,  of  respect  to 
the  ashes  of  the  dead;  and,  in  country  places^  they  have  frequently  no 
burial-place  in  particular.  Each  man  buries  his  own  iamily  under  his 
own  tree  in  the  field  or  the  wood ;  and  the  fresh-raised  bank  of  the 
stranger's  grave  you  will  see  here  and  there  by  the  wayside,  or  on  the 
bank  of  a  river,  as  you  pass  along. 

I  remember,  one  Sunday  morning,  overtaking  on  the  road  a  plain 
and  honest-looking  Englishman,  from  whom  I  learnt  that  he  had  been 
but  a  short  time  in  America,  and  that  he  thought  he  should  soon  return ; 
the  principal  reason  that  he  assigned  for  which  was,  because  there  were 
no  village  bellsy  nor  lawfully  appointed  resting-places  for  the  dead.  "  Do 
you  think,"  said  he,  "  I  can  like  a  country  where  they  bury  their  dead 
in  the  roads  ?"  These  expressions,  simple  as  they  were,  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  confess,  had  a  powerful  effect  on  me.  They  seemed  to  set  me,  at 
once,  on  the  hill-top  of  my  native  place,  and  the  neighbouring  bell 
sounded  as  fresh  in  my  ears  as  if  it  had  been  a  reality. 

In  cities  the  foreigners  are  numerous,  ahd  they  retain  thar  feelings 
of  respect  for  the  bodies  of  their  friends,  which,  of  course,  they  are. 
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obliged  to  inter  in  the  grave-yards  that  ar^  subjet;t  to  the  avarice  of  &e 
most  despicable  of  all  Creatures — the  Anierictin  speculator.  The  fdllow- 
iilg  ilttide,  which  relates  to  an  instance^  similar  tb  what  I  am  complain- 
ing of,  I  took  in  the  year  1836  froni  a  Philadelphia  papet  called  The 
Democratic  Herald : — 

''  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  DEAD  VIOLATED. 

"  The  grave -yard  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Arch  streets,  Schuylkill, 
iias,  for  the  last  week,  been  the  centre  of  attraction  to  public  curiosity, 
and  a  scene  of  the  most  heart-rending  woe  to  the  afflicted  survivors  and 
relation  of  the  violated  dead.  It  is  known  that  the  church  to  which  the 
yard  belongs  obtained  an  act  of  the  legislature,  authorising  them  to  sell 
it,  which  they  have  done  accordingly ;  and  they  are  now  engaged  in  dis- 
interring  the  dead  f  By  this  measure,  not  only  are  the  best  and  most 
sacred  sympathies  of  our  nature  violated,  but  a  most  unjust  infraction  of 
the  right  of  property  is  committed  ;  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  act  of  the 
legislature  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution :  for  the  church  have  no 
right  to  sell  the  ground  tujice^  and  the  proprietors  of  the  graves  are  the 
prior  claimants,  and,  in  our  opinion,  could  recover  heavy  damages  for  this 
monstrous  breach  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  It  would  be  a  parallel 
case  if  our  worthy  fellow-citizen,  James  Ronaldson,  were  to  obtain  from 
the  legislature  an  act  to  authorise  him  to  sell  his  burial-ground  for 
building-lots,  and  he  were  to  proceed  to  disinter  the  dead,  and  sell  his 
lot  to  Bonsall  and  Co.,  or  any  speculators  in  grave-yards  !  Who,  in 
this  case,  would  presume  to  say  that  the  law  was  constitutional  and 
binding  ? 

"  Fathers  are  now  seen  in  that  vicinity  with  the  coffins  of  their  in- 
fants in  their  arms,  brushing  the  dirt  with  their  handkerchiefs  from  the 
lids.  Mothers  are  collecting  the  skeletons  of  their  children,  widows  .of 
their  husbands,  and  daughters  of  their  mothers,  as  the  rude  spade  of  the 
inhuman  violator  throws  up  with  brutal  indifference  the  precious  remains 
of  mortality  I — But  we  draw  a  veil  over  this  harrowing  picture. 

"  We  believe  it  was  Doctor  Burden  who  presented  the  petition  of  the 
church  for  this  nefarious  law,  and  log-rolled  it  through  the  legisla- 
ture. For  how  much  human  misery,  degradation,  and  evil  are  the 
pubUc  indebted  to  this  vile  traitor  of  every  trust,  sacred,  moral,  political, 
and  religious  !  Humanity  shudders  at  the  spectacle !" 

These  are  the  proceedings,  with  respect  to  the  dead,  in  Philadelphia ; 
and  in  the  same  year  I  took  from  The  N.  Y.  Evening  Star  the  following 
article  on  the  same  subject,  in  which  the  editor  justly  remarks  that 
'*  the  business  and  pleasures  of  life  seem  too  urgent  to  allow  of  a  mo- 
ment's pause  for  respect  to  the  dead." 
''  The  people  of  almost  every  country  show  so  much  respect  for  the 
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salemnitics  of  death  as  to  behave  with  decorum  in  the  streets  and  pub^ 
lie  places  when  a  funeral  procession  is  passing.  The  thoughtless  way 
larers  suspend,  for  the  moment,  their  mirth  or  frivolous  conversation ; 
and  the  ears  of  the  mourning  relatives  are  not  pained  with  the  sounds 
of  untimely  merriment  as  they  foUow  the  corpse  to  the  grave.  Vehicla, 
too,  of  all  sorts,  as  they  rattle  through  intersecting  streets,  draw  up  in 
time,  to  avoid  an  interruption  of  the  obsequies,  and  either  pause  wholly 
or  drive  with  a  decent  slowness  till  the  retinue  has  passed.  This 
is  the  case,  we  say,  in  other  places,  but  not  in  New  York.  I^ss  defer* 
ence  is  here  paid  to  funeral  processions  than  in  almost  any  other  place 
in  the  world.  The  business  and  pleasures  of  life  seem  too  urgent  in 
their  demands  to  allow  of  a  moment's  pause  for  respect  to  the  dead. 
Carriages  and  carts  drive  fnriously  by  the  very  hearse,  and  not  unfre-' 
quently  the  line  is  broken  by  vehicles  that  cross  it,  and  oblige  one  por« 
tion  of  the  funeral  to  pauEC  while  the  dissevered  half  is  pursuing  its 
way.  This  practice,  so  contrary  to  good  feeling  and  good  manners,  is 
highly^discreditable  to  our  city.  It  arises  out  of  the  same  causes  which 
render  us  so  careless  of  the  grave,  that  without  scruple  we  open  streets 
and  thoroughfares  through  the  crowded  church-yards,  and  mir  the  boues 
of  kindred  with  the  stones  collected  for  pavements.  The  pursuit  of  mo- 
ney and  of  pleasure,  in  this  ever-bustling  and  ever-changing  metrqiolis, 
absorbs  the  whole  mind  of  the  shifting  population,  and  prevents  a  settled 
public  opinion  from  acting  on  many  subjects  which  are  not  cognizable 
by  any  other  law." 

Well,  now,  we  will  go  on  farther  to  see  how  the  living  are  treated; 
how  those  who  govern  themselves  treat  themselves.  At  a  large  meeting, 
held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of  February,  1838,  Mathew  Carey 
president,  the  mayor  of  the  city  being  one  of  the  vice-residents, 
among  other  things  it  was 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  prohibition  in  the  poor-law  against  out-door  re- 
lief to  the  poor,  especially  to  females,  whose  wages,  when  partially  em- 
ployed, are  inadequate  for  their  support,  has  had  a  most  deleterious 
effect  on  their  comfort  and  happiness,  and,  at  least,  an  equal  one  on  their 
morals  and  manners.  This  will  appear  evident  from  the  fact  that,  when 
they  used  to  receive  40,  50,  or  60  cents  per  week  from  the  overseers,  in 
money  or  provisions,  the  pittance,  in  addition  to  their  slender  earning, 
in  winter  rarely  more' than  from  50  to  75  cents  per  week  (ihat  is,  on 
an  average,  about  2«,  Id.  a-week  in  our  money),  enabled  tbenv  with 
rigid  economy,  to  support  existence  in  their  humble  dwellings.  But, 
deprived  of  the  pul^ic  aid,  they  have  been  driven  to  mendicity,  and  thus, 
we  repeat,  have  their  morals  and  manners  been  deteriorated,  and  they 
have  been  inured  to  habits  of  idleness  aini  laziness.  And  it  is  unfortu- 
nately too  true,  that  generally  '  once  a  brggar^always  ab^gar.'    An4 


htnce  has  the  number  of  beggars  wlio  infest  our  streets  been  actaallj 
doubled,  or  probably  treUed ;  and  this  pernicious  result  has  taken 
place  at  a  time  when  some  theorists  have  deluded  tbemseWes  with 
the  idea  that  our  new  experiment  was  to  iree  us  from,  or  at  least  greatly 
diminish  the  number  of,  street-beggars,  whereas  they  are  now  so  nume- 
fdUB  as  to  have  become  a  most  intolerable  annoyance 'to  our  citizens, 
whose  doors  are  beset  wifli  them  at  all  hours  of  the  dav.  ^ 

'  "  Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  to  repeal  the  prohibiting  clause  of  the  poor-law,  and 
to  pass  an  act  authorising  the  guardians  of  the  poor  to  administer  out* 
door  relief,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  in  regard  to  amount 
and  quality  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  to  poor  females  suffering  all  the 
horrors  of  poverty  from  the  inadequacy  of  their  wages,  and  also  to  the 
iaiirm,  the  deprived  and  superannuated,  in  imitation  of  the  liberal,  bene- 
ficial, charitable,  and  Christian  principle  adopted  in  Great  Britain,  (on 
the  fullest  consideration  of  the  subject  by  some  of  the  wisest  and-best  of 
the  people  of  that  country,)  as  stated  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Poor- 
law,  in  their  last  report,  dated  July,  1837." 

From  this  meeting,  then,  we  learn  that  the  poor-laws  of  the 
United  States  are  much  more  cruel  and  oppressive  than  are  those  of 
England,  and  that  the  charitably  disposed  desire  no  more  for  those  who 
are  suffering  all  the  horrors  of  poverty,  from  inadequacy  of  their  wages, 
than  that  such  sufferers  may  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  poor  of 
England.  And  they  petitioned  to  their  legislature  and  prayed  that  their 
cruel  poor-law  might  be  modified  and  made  to  imitate  that  which,  when 
in  comparison  with  their  own,  they  considered  liberal,  beneficial,  chari- 
table, and  Christian -like. 

And  the  said  president,  Mr.  Carey,  who  has  been  a  well-known  resi^ 
dent  of  that  city,  I  should  think,  more  than  forty  years,  says,  on  another 
occasion,  that,  ^*  Having  for  two  years  laboured  in  vain  to  excite  the  public 
attention  tb  the  mass  of  human  wretchedness  and  misery  resulting  from 
the  cruel  rejection  of  relief  to  out-door  poor,  of  whom  by  far  the  most 
respectable  are  thus  precluded  from  all  participation  in  the  funds  raised 
for  the  support  of  the  poor,  I  am  induced  to  obtrude  my  sentiments  on 
tfce  public  in  my  own  proper  name. 

"  The  recent  English  poor-law  displays  a  degree  of  humanity  and 
prudence  worthy  of  imitation  everywhere.  Its  system,  if  adopted  here, 
would  rescue  hundreds  of  deserving  individuals  from  extreme  distress 
aiid  suffering,  and  probably  from  perishing  of  cold  and  hunger.  The 
reader's  attention  is  solicited  to  its  great  leading  feature. 

•^  The  following  is  the  important  clause  referred  to : — 

"  *  We  take  this  opportutiity  to  state,  that,  in  endeavouring*  to  give 
effect  to  the  intention*  of  the  liegfelftt^ffe,  we  have,  dn  fill  ocoasicms;  bad 
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especial  regard  to  t)ie  ca^^a  of  the  aged  and  infim.  We  have,  as  respects 
the  whole  cl^ss,  considered  that  t)iey  are  the  la^t  who  8ho^Id  ))e  sub- 
jected to  any  serious  incoiivenience  hy  the  change.  Our  prders  for  the 
discontinuance  of  out-door  poor  relief  relate  loaainly  to  the  ahletbodied} 
persoi^s  above  sixty  years  of  age  being  specially  exempted  from  the  ope- 
ratioi^  of  the  rule.' — Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Poojr-law  Commissipn- 
ers  of  England  and  Wales.     July,  1837,  pagp  58. 

'^  No  Pennsylvanian  can  compare  the  humanity,  the  kindness^  and 
tenderness  that  dictated  this  feature  of  &e  Epglish  systemi  with  the 
want  of  feeling  and  cruelty  that  dictated  ours,  without  blushing  cirimson 
red. 

^*  In  the  year*  1835,  on  the  completion  of  the  Almshouse,  i^U  the  oii^ 
door  poor  were  cut  off  from  relief,  except  in  the  Almshouse.  Thiis  all 
those  whose  laudable  pride — a  pride,  the  best  security  of  virtue — revested 
at  the  idea  of  an  almshouse,  were  at  one  stroke  devoted  to  starvation  or 
beggary ;  ^nd,  according  to  a  statement  by  the  guardians,  nqne  of  them 
did  go  into  the  almshouse.  No  exception  was  made  in  favour  of  age, 
sex,  or  condition,  former  standing,  or  respectability  of  character :  np  regard 
was  paid  to  any  of  those  h]iimane  and  benignant  considerations  by  which 
the  English  Poor-law  Commissioners  were  so  laudably  influjsnced. 

**  If  anything  could  add  to  the  regret  and  astonishment  at  this  proce- 
dure, it  would  be  three  strong  facts : — 1st.  That  the  average  qf  the  whole 
number  was  only  43|  cei^ts  per  week ;  2d.  That  two -fifths  w/ere  females, 
pauperized  by  the  manner  in  which  they  were  and  are  ground  to  the 
earth  by  wages  inadequate  to  support  human  nature ;  and  the  third  and 
last,  perhaps  the^worst,  was  that,  of  the  whole  number,  549,  390  were 
above  60  years  of  age,  236  beyond  70,  75  beyond  80,  15  beyond  90, 
and  6  beyond  lOp ! ! !  Such  are  the  human  beings  who,  to  econcMnize  46f 
cents  per  week,  i,  e.  cheese-parings,  were  cut  off  iirom  out-dopr  rehef, 
and  devoted  to  beggary  or  starvation.  "  M.  CAREY." 

Every  precaution  is  taken  to  hide  these  things.  To  hold  them  np 
uncovered  to  the  world  requires  nerve  that  few  apdong  them  possess; 
and  this  Mr.  Carey,  when  stating  the  •"  horrible  fact,  that  twelve 
human  beings  perished  of  cold  and  hunger  in  about  two  months,  in  that 
flourishing  city,  priding  itself  on  the  benevolence  of  it^  citizens  and  its 
numerous  charitable  institutions !"  observes,  **  I  welj  know  that  those 
who  are  fastidiously  sensitive  .about  the  character  of  our  pjty  will  de- 
nou^ice  me  for  stating  these  astounding  facts.  Be  it  so.  I  ask,  how 
are  such  crying  evils  to  be  remedied  if  they  be  studiously  /concealed 
from  the  public  ?  They  ought,  aii  coniraire^  to  be  trumpeted  to  jl?e  four 
winds  of  heaven,  to  wouse  our  citizens  to  a  sense  of  their  e^^rmity. 

"  He  must  h^ve  the  heart  of  a  IJlerod  pr  a  Shylqpjc  wljiQ,  after  rea4iBg 
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Buoh  hidepiisd^taiht  which  might  be  extended  to  a  large  volaine  de- 
elaims  against  beneyolept  societies,  and  against  relieving  the  poor." 

What  thipk  yqu  pf  this  picture  ?  Thi^  is  not  what  you  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  hearing  froin  tho^e  who  lecture  you  on  the  beauties  of  Ame- 
rican democracy,  and  who  mu^t  be  either  deceived  themselves  or  inte- 
rested in  deceiving  you.  I  wish  you  to  consider  that  they  never  furnish 
you  with  facts ;  they  merely  declaim ;  and,  while  talking  to  you  of  the 
blessing  of  freedom  in  America,  they  know  nothing  of  these  things  any 
more  than  you  know,  whom  they  pretend  to  instruct. 

Every  winter,  of  late  years,  the  state  of  things  has  been  such  in  the 
"  land  of  liberty"  that  the  poor  frequently  perish  for  want  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  ;  and  the  rich  find  it  expedient  to  form  '*  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciations," and  to  establish  soup-shops,  where  thousands  are  supplied 
daily  with  just  enough  to  keep  them  alive.  The  poor-rates  and  the 
workhouses,  enormously  large  as  they  are,  are  found  quite  inadequate.  I 
know  one  gentleman  in  Philadelphia  who  has  supplied  sixty  persons 
a-day ,  during  the  winter-season,  with  soup  at  his  own  expense ;  and  last 
year  I  took  from  Tlie  Herald  and  Sentinel,  of  Philadelphia,  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  similar  things  in  New  York  : — 

*^  DI8TB.B9S  FOR  WANT  OF  EUPLOTMBNT. 

"  A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Times,  as  an  exemplification  of 
the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  of  that  city  during  the  past  winter, 
mentions  that  he  was  one  who  took  part  in  contributing  towards  the  relief 
of  the  distressed,  and  states  that  2515  tickets,  for  the  relief  of  9627  per- 
sons, were  issued  in  a  single  ward  (and  that  ward  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  city,  where  there  is  much  less  general  poverty  than  in  the  upper)  from 
the  1st  day  of  January  to  the  10th  day  of  March,  and  the  demand  is  not 
yet  materially  abated.  *  I  never  desire,-  says  the  writer,  *  again  to 
witness  such  scenes  as  fell  under  my  observation.  Thousands  of  indus- 
trious mechanics,  who  never  before  solicited  alms,  were  brought  to  the 
humiliating  condition  of  applying  for  assistance,  and,  with  tears  on  their 
manly  dieeks,  confessed  their  inability  to  provide  food  or  clothing  for 
their  families.' " 

I  have  ten  times  more  evidence  than  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  world 
of  the  wretched  state  of  tjiose  in  the  United  States  who  depend  on  their 
labour  for  a  living.  A  little  more  of  this  evidence  I  intend  to  give  you, 
without  further  comment,  by  way  of  an  Appendix,  and  shall  now  haste 
to  other  matters,  which,  before  I  take  my  leave,  I  am  desirous  to 
inform  you  of. 

There  was  a  time  when,  in  the  United  States,  the  working  emigrant 
was  much  spught  after,  when  he  was  well  paid  for  his  services,  and 
whsut  <o  secure  those  services,  he  was  respectfully  treated  ;  but  that 
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has  gone  by,  and,  as  Dr.  Ely  remarks,  on  the  working  men  gene- 
rally, they  are  now  treated  worse  than  slaves.  As  to  the  emigrant,  if  he 
be  poor,  he  is  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and  sometimes  with  a 
cruelty  that  the  most  uncivilized  nation  could  not  exceed.  The  following 
is  an  instance  of  the  way  he  is  met  when  he  lands  in  the  United  States  :-*- 

"  AN    ORDINANCE. 

To  prevent  the  landing  or  otherwise  introducing  alien  paapers  and 
vagrants  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Newark. 

"  Be  it  ordained^  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Newark — 

**  Section  1 .  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  master,  owner,  or 
agent,  of  any  steam-boat,  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  whatever,  or  any  stage,  car, 
or  other  land-carriage  or  vehicle,  to  land  or  permit  to  be  landed  or  pat 
down  from  any  such  steam-boat,  ship,  or  other  vessel,  stage,  car,  or  other 
vehicle,  any  alien  pauper,  vagrant,  sick,  infirm,  or  insane  person,  or 
such  other  alien  that  may  appear  to  have  no  visible  means  of  support, 
or  that  cannot  make  it  appear  that  he  or  she  is  entitled  to  a  xeskJenee 
in  our  city,  without  first  giving  to  the  city  authorities  a  bond  in  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars,  with  good  and  sufficient  surety,  that  no  snch 
passenger  shall  become  a  city  charge  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
date  of  said  bond,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every 
passenger  as  aforesaid,  so  landed  or  put  down  within  the  city  limits. 

'*  Section  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police  magistrates  of  the 
city,  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  the  city  constables,  to  take  the  proper 
steps  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

^'  Section  3.  That  if  any  vagrant,  sturdy  beggar,  or  person  without 
the  visible  means  of  support,  and  not  entitled  to  a  residence  according  to 
law,  be  found  within  the  city  limits,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  or  the  police  constables  to  take  such  persons  before  some 
magistrate  of  the  city  for  examination,  and,  iC  found  on  examination  notto 
be  entitled  to  a  residence  in  the  city,  it  sh&ll  be  the  duty  of  the  magistrate 
to  commit  such  person  to  the  city  workhouse  (if  such  there  be),  or  he 
may  direct  them,  at  his  option,  to  be  placed  beyond  the  city  limits. 

**  Section  4.  That  printed  copies  of  this  ordinance  be  posted  up  at  the 
different  landing-places  on  the  river,  and  at  the  different  depdts,  stop- 
ping-places, and  bridges  within  the  city  limits. 

"  Passed  June  30th,  1837. 

"  Joseph  N.  Tuttlk,  Clerk  C.C. 

**  July  4th,  1837.  "  Presented  and  approved, 

"  Theo.  Frblinghutsen,  Mayor.  . 
*'  Jambs  Dawes,  Recorder." 

There  are  in  this  Ordinance  two  provisions  for  the  reception  of  the 
poor  stranger,  either  of  which  makes  one  blush  for  our  colour  when  we 
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compare  tbem  with  the  manner  in  which  the  red  savage^  of  the  fprest 
received  and  welcomed  to  their  country  the  first  white  emigrants ;  but 
the  last  clause  of  the  3rd  section  of  this  Ordinance,  when  we  consider 
that  a  man  so  landing  has  no  right  to  any  one  place  more  than  another, 
is  a  thousand  times  more  cruel  than  if  they  had  decreed  that  he  should 
he  shot  at  first  sight,  and  had  offered  a  reward  for  his  head.  So  savage 
and  barbarous  indeed  is  it,  that  you  will  think  it  impossible  for  a 
civitized  people  ever  to  have  put  it  in  force ;  and,  to  convince  you  that 
such  Ordinance  is  carried  out  to  the  very  letter,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  you  an  instance,  which,  from  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquir^^ 
you  have  in  the  following  words  : — 

.  **  The  Providence  papers  contain  the  details  of  a  piece  of  savageism 
that  would  disgrace  the  most  ferocious  corner  of  the  remotest  portion 
of  the  *  far  West.'  Vicksburg  may  very  justly  be  abused  for  the  atro- 
cities there  committed^  and  St.  Louis  is  entitled  to  take  precedence  even 
of  Vicksburgy  but  in  neither  of  those  places  could  such  a  scene  have 
occurred  aa  the  one  in  Rhode  Island,  The  town  of  Foster,  Providence 
county,  R«  I.,  had  better  hereafter  say  very  little  of  backwoods  barbarity. 
It  seems  that  an  individual  named  Potter  was  found  sick  in  a  barn  of 
Dr^  Carpenter  in  that  town,  and  a  son  of  that  individual  immediately 
made  application  to  the  Town  Council,,  then  in  session,  to  afford  him 
shelter  and  relief)  it  being  believed  that  he  had  the  small-pox.  The 
high  functionaries  composing  that  body  only  remarked  that  the  sufferer 
did  not  belong  to  their  town,  and  the  president,  after  a  good  deal  of  im- 
portunity, gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  was  best  to  take  the  poor  creature 
*  within  three  feet  of  Scituate  (the  adjoining  town)  and  shove  him  over !' 
He  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  a  spot  near  the  House  of  one  Howard,  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council,  and  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  who  closed 
his  door  against  him,  and  directed  him  to  be  left  in  the  highway,  where 
he  was  deposited  upon  a  pile  of  shavings  by  the  road-side,  and  where 
he  remained  until  after  noon.  He  was  then  removed  to  an  uninhabited 
house  in  the  fields,  where  he  was  left  entirely  alone  until  midnight,  and, 
on  being  visited,  he  was  found  hanging  about  the  well-sweep,  though 
the  night  was  rainy,  incited,  no  doubt,  by  the  agony  of  an  intolerable 
thirst,  and  very  soon  after  died !  A  case  of  more  wanton  cruelty  than 
this  has  never  presented  itself  to  our  knowledge ;  and  we  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  to  the  individual  who  parades  it  before  the  public,  as 
thou^  HE  had  done  something  honourable  in  the  part  he  had  taken  in 
the  transaction,  that  we  do  not  look  upon  his  o^n  conduct  as  very  much 
liettejrthan  that  of  thos^  he  reprehends  so  sentimentally.  The  affair  is 
grossly  disgraceiiil  to  all  parties.. ' 

You  see  the  poor  man  who  emigrates  to  the  United  States  will  greatly 
deceive  himself  if  he  expects  to  sleep  on  a  bed  of  rosest    There  are  no 
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people  more  hardy  or  more  industrious  than  the  Germans,  who,  on 
arriving  in  the  United  States,  holdly  push  forward  to  the  wild  woods  of 
the  West.  They  come  in  large  companies,  and  clan  together  more  than 
those  of  any  other  nation.  They  bear  the  ins\ilts  of  the  ignorant  and 
impudent  Americans,  or  "  native-boms,"  as  they  call  themselves,  much 
better  than  the  English  or  the  Irish.  They  are  not  in  the  habit  of  com- 
plaining, but,  when  comparing  their  old  with  their  new  country,  it  is 
seldom  they  give  the  preference  to  the  latter ;  and  on  this  subject  I  find, 
in  a  Frankfort  (German)  paper  of  1834,  the  following  observations:— 

'*  We  have  recent  news  from  our  emigrants  to  America.  All  of  them 
indicate  that  the  hopes  that  were  entertained  have  proved  fallacious, 
though  none  of  the  emigrants  will  plainly  confess  that  he  has  thrown 
entirely  away  a  happier  way  of  life.  Proud  and  covetous  merchants 
and  speculators  inhabit  the  towns  on  the  coast  of  America  and  the 
banks  of  the  rivers  :  they  are  of  English  origin,  and  look  down  with  an 
eve  of  contempt  on  the  good-natured  German,  who  seeks  only  an  ideal 
of  liberty  in  a  foreign  country,  and  finds  a  miserable  existence ;  who  is 
plundered  if  he  brings  money  with  him,  and  repulsed  if  he  appears  as  a 
stranger  seeking  assistance  and  friendship.  But  in  the  interior  of  the 
country  none  can  subsist  but  the  man  who  has  a  frame  hardened  against 
every  kind  of  privation,  who  can  sleep  on  straw  and  dry  leaves  as  well 
as  on  a  soft  feather-bed,  who  is  willing  to  exchange  the  elastic  sofa  for 
a  hard  seat  on  a  block  of  wood ;  in  a  word,  who  has  courage  to  fallback 
from  a  life  of  luxury  to  the  rude  state  of  nature." 

Here  you  see  that  all  descriptions  of  emigrants  indicate  disappoint- 
ment, but  they  do  not  openly  confess  the  same.  This  seems  to  be  the 
nature  of  men.  Too  proud  to  acknowledge  error  in  judgment,  they  will 
frequently  persevere  in  their  first-adopted  principles  long  after  they  are 
well  convinced  that  such  principles  lead  them  more  and  more  into 
trouble ;  and  thousands  of  Englishmen  now  in  the  United  States  bit- 
terly regret  that  they  ever  left  their  native  country.  Many  of  them  can- 
not, for  want  of  means,  return  ;  many  others,  whose  means  are  much 
diminished,  are  often  heard  to  say,  "  We  cannot  bear  to  return  in  worse 
circumstances  than  we  came."  And  the  third  and  wealthy  part,  many 
of  them,  I  have  heard  declare  that  they  would  not  remain  an  hour  in 
America  if  it  were  possible  to  disentangle  and  set  free  their  property 
from  what  is  called  the  **  American  securities."  And  all  this  is  not 
surprising  when,  besides  the  general  state  of  the  country,  we  find  how 
emigrants  are  treated.  The  Washington  Glohe^  in  the  year  1835,  says : 
*'  These  prints  (the  Star  and  the  Courier  and  Enquirer^  of  New  York) 
have  been  labouring  to  revive  the  feeling  which  begat  the  alien-laws, 
and  have  already  succeeded  in  rallying  the  retainers  of  the  federal 
aristocracy  in  New  York,  imder  ^the  name  of  an  American  party»  to 
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make  open  wat  upon  the  trish  and  Dutch  emigrants,  who  fopn  a  con- 
siderable  portion  of  the  industrious  and  useful  labourers  df  that  city. 
Their  houses  have  been  attacked  and  torn  down — violence  committed 
upon  their  persons,  and  some  lives  lost.  This  is  but  a  repetition  of  the 
outrage  committed  upon  the  naturalized  citizens,  "when  it  was  attempted 
to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  suffrage  in  that  city  in  the  panic  election. 
The  political  feeling  then  instilled  by  the  Bank  presses,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  great  emporium  in  support  of  its  interests,  has  received 
a  new  impulse  in  the  prospect  of  having  an  alien  and  sedition  law  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency  brought  into  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  it  is  assumed  that  the  money  of  the  Bank  will  make  his  election 
sure.  Hence  it  is  that  the  name  of  '  American  party  '  is  given  to  his 
supporters.  He  is  nominated  as  '  Daniel  Webster  of  North  America,* 
hy  Way  of  making  the  old  federal  hostility  to  the  Republican  spirit  of  th^ 
Irish  an  operative  and  leading  principle  in  his  canvass ;  and  they  have 
already  renewed  the  implacable  persecution  of  the  black  cockade  against 

every  fbreigner  whom  the  love  of  liberty  has  drawn  to  our  country. 
•  ♦  *  «  « 

"  Those  in  whose  veins  flows  the  bldod  of  England,  Ireland,  MoUanit, 
flnd  France,  se^k  to  denationalize  their  kindred,  who  come  to  claim 
their  inheritance  in  the  privileges  of  a  constitution,  in  the  terms  of 
which  they  are  embraced  by  the  fathers  who  gave  it  to  us. 

"  And  this  is  the  American  party  I  This  is  a  branch  of  the  Consti- 
tutional party  !*' 

And,  again,  the  New  York  Evening  Post^  in  1837,  asks  : — 

*'  What  monstrous  sin  have  Irish  citizens  committed,  that  the  hell- 
hounds of  popular  rage  should  be  turned  loose  agajnst  them?'  Is  it  a 
crime  to  have  been  born  in  Ireland  ? 

• 

*'  They  were  allured  to  our  country  because  they  heard  it  was  a  land 
of  liberty  and  equal  laws.  They  heard  that  we  extended  an  invitation 
to  the  virtuous,  the  oppressed,  and  the  unfortunate  of  all  countries,  and 
offered  them  an  asylum  here.  They  heard  that  our  institutions,  founded 
on  the  secure  basis  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  upheld  by  the  mere  force 
of  spontaneous  opinion,  stood  firm  amidst  all  the  shocks  of  European 
governments,  and  required  no  other  support  than  the  afifections  of  the 
people !  They  heard  that  our  population,  composed  in  a  large  part  of 
emigrants  from  every  clime,  and  of  every  various  lineage,  was  yet  united 
into  one  harmonious  people,  by  the  influence  of  that  spirit  of  freedom 
which  secured  to  every  citizeri  his  natural  rights,  and  made  every  one 
alike  participant  in  the  burdens  and  advantages  of  government. 

"  Such  are  the  considerations  which  have  hitherto  influenced  the 
European  emigrant  in  unfurling  his  sail  for  the  New  World.    But  ru- 
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xnour  must  soon  waft  to  foreign  Bhores  a  different  tale.  A  spirit  is  now 
aroused,  which,  in  defiance  of  law,  of  equity,  of  the  plainest  precepts  of 
humanity,  vents  itself  in  the  most  cruel  species  of  persecution  against 
one  class  of  citizens,  for  no  other  reason  that  can  he  alleged  than  be- 
cause they  drew  their  first  hreath  in  a  foreign  land,  and  hecame  Ameri- 
cans hy  choice,  and  not  hy  accident. 

*'  The  real  motives  of  those  who  have  stirred  up  this  fell  spirit  of 
persecution  are  easily  seen.  To  advance  their  diabolical  party  designs, 
they  care  not  if  they  shake  the  whole  city  with  tumult,  and  whelm  its 
streets  in  blood." 

My  friends,  you  have  now  some  knowledge  of  the  reception  and 
subsequent  treatment  of  the  poor  man,  who,  thinking  to  better  his  lot, 
^migrates  to  the  United  States.  But,  my  principal  object  in  writing  to 
you  was,  to  convince  you,  which  I  trust  I  have  done,  that  under  what 
is  called  self-governments  there  may  be  as  much  oppression^  povertyt 
and  wretchedness^  as  under  any  other  kind  of  government. 

I  have  chosen  to  furnish  you  plentifully  with  documents  from  Ame- 
ricans, and  such  as  cannot  be  contradicted.  You  have  had  these  inde- 
pendent States  held  up  to  you  as  a  paradise.  You  have  been  deceived ; 
but  it  is  now  your  own  fault  if  on  this  subject  you  are  any  longer 
deceived.  I  ask  nothing  of  you  but  to  read  these  American  accounts. 
Trust  not  to  me ;  take  not  for  granted  what  I  say ;  but  judge  for 
yourselves ;  and  consider  whether,  by  changing  your  form  of  govern- 
ment, if  it  were  possible  to  do  so^  for  a  similar  one  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  you  would  better  your  condition. 

For  my  part,  I  have  discovered  that  we  have  already  ^  reformed'' 
too  much ;  that  there  are  too  many  "  alleviators,"  "  political  econo- 
mists," "  socialists,^'  and  all  sorts  of  modem  "  reformers,"  whose 
**  go-a-head"  propensities  I  should  be  very  happy  to  see  the  end  of; 
and,  if  it  could  be  effected,  instead  of  marching  forward,  to  march 
backward,  until  we  had  passed  the  boundaries  of  the  "  new  era/'  and 
were  once  more  safe  in  **  Old  England." 

I  now  refer  you  to  the  Appendix;  and,  with  a  hope  that  jou  will 
read  all  my  letters  on  American  af&irs, 

I  subscribe  myself 

Your  sincere  friend, 

THOMAS  BROTHERS. 


mm 
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APPENDIX    I. 


MISCELLANEOUS   MURDERS,   RIOTS,  AND  OTHER  OUT- 
RAGES, IN  1834,  1835,  1836,  1837,  and  1838. 

The  following  cases  are  given  as  examples  of  many  thousands  which 
the  author  could  produce  of  the  same  character,  and  all  from  news- 
papers puhlished  and  edited  hy  Americans.  These  are  exclusive  of  riots 
and  murders  at  elections,  outrages  against  the  Blacks,  lynching,  huming 
of  churches,  &c.,  &c.,  examples  of  which  will  be  found  under  other 
heads. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette, 

MURDER. 

On  Saturday  morning,  two  coloured  men,  in  South-street,  quarrelled 
on  some  subject,  until  one  of  them  named  Benjamin  Shoobey,  became 
greatly  enraged.  Noah  Boyer,  his  antagonist,  left  him,  and  entered  a 
barber's  sho|).  Shoobey  followed  him  thither,  and  told  him  he  would 
see  his  heart's  blood  before  the  day  had  passed.  No  notice  was  taken 
of  his  threat.  About  half  an  hour  afterwards  Shoobey  entered  a  second- 
hand shop  in  the  vicinity,  and  disengaged  a  bayonet  from  an  old 
rousket,  and  concealed  it  under  his  clothes :  approaching  Boyer,  who 
was  standing  in  the  street  conversing  with  another  man,  Shoobey  plunged 
the  bayonet  in  bis  body.  It  passed  completely  through  him :  Boyer 
turned  quickly,  exclaiming,  *'  I  am  stabbed ! "  and  seizing  Shoobey, 
wrested  the  weapon  from  him,  threw  him  down,  and  falling  on  him, 
rolled  over  and  shortly  after  expired. 

Shoobey  was  shortly  after  arrested  by  officer  M*Lean.  While  in 
the  custody  of  the  officer,  and  on  his  way  to  the  prison,  a  large  mob  of 
Blacks  followed  them,  excited  in  the  highest  degree,  and  threatening 
the  life  of  Shoobey.  At  length  they  made  a  rush,  and  taking  the 
ojQfender  from  the  custody  of  M'Leau,  beat  him  with  dreadful  severity  : 
the  officer,  however,  succeeded  in  rescuing  him  from  the  enraged  mob, 
and  conveyed  him  to  prison,  where  he  was  placed  in  the  hospital. 
Shoobey  confesses  that  he  stabbed  Boyer,  and  exhibits  no  regret  for 
the  deed. 


UNFORTUNATE  AFFAIR. 

The  Natchez  Couner  gives  the  foUowing  particulars  of  the  unfortunate 
affair  mentioned  in  our  last,  which  lately  occurred  at  Concordia  (La). 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  state  of  society  in  that  part  of  the  country 
continues  such  that  a  person,  while  transacting  his  ordinary  business, 
is  compelled  to  bear  arms  about  his  person  to  defend  his  life. 

A  person,  by  the  name  of  More,  a  stranger,  who  had  been  hanging 
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about  the  neighbourhood  of  Dr.  Thomas  Hunt's  plantation,  hearing  that 
the  Doctor  had  implicated  him  in  the  murder  o(  an  individu^who 
was  found  dead  some  time  since  near  his  cabin,  (which  we  are  assured 
the  Doctor  did  not  do,)  he  threatened  to  kill  Dr.  Hunt  the  first  time  be 
met  him.  This  threat  was  not  only  made  to  the  Doctor,  but  to  several 
other  respectable  witnesses. 

The  Doctor,  on  Sunday  evening,  went  to  the  river  below  his  house, 
to  see  about  a  raft.  More  took  his  rifle  to  waylay  him  as  he  passed 
through  the  cane-break,  but  ^^ais  detained  by  a  neighbour  for  some  time. 
The  Doctor,  after  his  arrival  at  the  raft,  was  informed  of  More's  inten- 
tions to  kill  him,  and  had  hardly  received  the  information  before  More 
made  his  appearance,  walking  very  fast,  and  approached  within  forty- 
one  feet,  (as  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,)  and  told  the  Doctor  that  he 
was  going  to  shoot  him.  The  Doctor  told  him  not  to  fire,  as  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  between  them ;  but  More  raised  his  rifle.  The 
gentleman-  in  company  with  Dr.  Hunt  sprang  to  one  side,  and  the 
Doctor  seized  his  double*barrel  gun,  and  fired  one  of  the  barrels  at 
random  to  disconcert  More.  One  shot  struck  More  in  the  head,  and 
he  partially  turned  round :  but  again  turned — ^raised  the  rifle — but,  be- 
fore he  could  fire,  the  Doctor  shot  him  through  the  heart. 

The  bystanders  state  that  More's  rifle  snapped  the  first  time. 

Dr.  Hunt  gave  himself  up  to  the  civil  authorities,  but  was  immedi* 
ately  discharged. 

A  ifiLANCHOLT  aflair  occurrcd,  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  instant,  near 
the  American  Theatre,  New  Orleans.  In  a  quarrel  between  two  small 
boys,  of  the  ages  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  one  of  them  plunged  a  dagger 
into  die  heart  of  the  other,  which  caused  his  instant  death. 


From  the  New  York  Trans, 

INFAMOUS  OUTRAGE. 

On  Friday  evening,  about  7  o'clock,  a  few  minutes  after  Mr.  John 
Henry  Hobart  Haws  left  his  residence,  280,  Broome  Street,  a  knock 
was  heard  by  the  servant  girl  at  the  door  of  the  basement  story.  She 
approached  the  door  (from  the  inside)  with  a  lighted  candle  in  her 
hand,  and  the  person  on  the  outside  could  see  (through  the  fan-light 
at  the  side  of  the  door)  who  was  coming ;  the  instant  that  the  girl  drew 
back  the  bolt,  the  door  was  burst  open  by  some  scoundrel  who  blew  out 
the  light,  knocked  the  girl  down,  stabbed  her  twice  in  the  side  with  a 
dirk,  left  her  senseless  and  bleeding,  and  then  rushed  to  the  foot  of  the 
stairs :  Mrs.  Haws  (while  sitting  in  the  parlour  above)  heard  the  noise, 
and  seizing  a  poker,  ran  to  the  head  of  the  stairs  and  threatened  to  beat 
out  the  fellow's  brains  if  he  ascended :  she  then  shouted  for  assistance, 
and  the  vagabond  made  off  without  being  detected. 


HORRID  MURDERS. 

We  learn  by  accounts  from  Norfolk,  that  a  shocking  murder  or  murders 
were  committed  on  Friday  of  last  week,  at  a  place  called  Mount  Pleasant, 
between  what  is  termed  Blackwater  and  the  Great  Bridge,  in  Norfolk 
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county^  Va.  The  report  is  that  a  man  named  Fentre89>  and  a  neighbour 
of  his,  had  ohtained  permission  of  a  Mr.  Miller,  recently  removed  from 
thence  to  Norfolk  borough,  to  turn  their  stock  into  the  enclosures  of 
Miller's  farm,  at  Mount  Pleasant.  A  man  named  Sykes  topk  the 
liberty,  it  seems,  without  leave,  to  do  a  similar  thing ;  when  Fentress 
and  lus  neighbour  went  together,  took  down  a  fence,  and  drove  Sykes's 
hogs  out.  Sykes,  his  son  and  nephew,  armed,  (the  first  with  a  gun, 
the  latter  with  a  pistol  each,)  came  up  at  the  time,  when  some  words 
passed  between  Fentress  and  Sykes,  and  the  latter  deliberately  raised 
his  gun,  and  shot  Fentress  through  the  body,  at  the  distance  of  only  a 
few  paces,  the  load  entering  the  pit  of  his  stomach !  Fentress  fell  dead. 
As  his  neighbour  turned  to  flee,  Sykes'  nephew  fired  at  him  and 
shattered  one  of  his  arms.  He  turned  to  beg  for  his  life,  when  Sykes 
seized  the  other  pistol  from  his  son,  and  shot  the  wounded  man  in  the 
side,  who  fell,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to 
survive !  A  coroner's  inquest  had  been  held,  but  the  result,  or  further 
particulars  about  the  murders,  had  not  been  heard  at  Norfolk,  when 
the  steam-boat  left  on  Sunday. 

THE  LATE  MURDERS. 

Baltimore^  Nov.  22. 

Up  to  last  night,  when  this  paragraph  was  written,  there  were  no  accounts 
of  the  arrests  of  any  of  the  murderers  concerned  in  the  horrid  transac- 
tion on  the  line  of  the  Washington  Railroad,  of  which  the  particulars 
were  given  in  yesterday's  American, 

In  the  account  of  this  bloody  transaction,  we  stated  yesterday,  of  the 
three  superintendents,  whose  lives  had  been  wantonly  sacrificed,  Mr. 
Gallon  was  one.  This  statement  was  made  on  the  testimony  of  a  person 
who  saw  a  dead  body,  and  thought  he  recognized  it  to  be  that  of  Mr.  C. 
It  appears,  however,  that  he  was  mistaken  in  its  identity,  Mr.  Gallon 
having  called  on  us  personally  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
the  error.  He  states  that  he  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  from  Mr. 
Watson's  shanty  when  it  was  attacked  by  the  ruffians,  and  as  he  ran  he 
was  fired  at  by  one  of  them  with  a  horse-pistol,  the  discharge  of  which 
killed  his  dog  at  his  side.  He  had  on  neither  shoes  nor  stockings,  and 
having  run  several  miles  before  he  recovered  from  his  alarm,  his  feet 
and  legs  were  very  much  lacerated  and  swelled. 

A  fact  which  we  have  derived  from  another  source,  an  eye-witness  of 
the  deed,  will  show  the  peculiarly  hardened  and  ferocious  character  of 
the  murderers.  After  Mr.  Messer  was  dragged  from  the  shanty,  they 
called  to  him  to  go  on  his  knees  and  say  his  prayers,  for  that  he  had  but 
a  minute  to  live ;  and  while  in  that  attitude  they  deliberately  fired  four 
bullets  into  his  body  ! 

From  the  Boston  Mofning  Post, 

EARLY  FRUITS  OF  MOB- LAW. 

We  understand  that  large  orders  were  received  here  last  week,  to  effect 
insurance  on  vessels  lying  at  the  wharves  in  New-York;  but  the  risks 
were  mostly  declined,  as  in  marine  insurance  the  underwriters  are  liable 
though  the  property  ht  destroyed  by  rioters  or  in  a  civil  commotion.    It 
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is  different  with  fire  insurance ;  underwriters  are  not  liable  where  pro- 
perty is  burnt  by  rioters,  and  in  a  civil  war  or  commotion.  We  arc 
informed  that  many  merchants  and  manufacturers  arc  ordering  goods 
away  which  were  consigned  to  houses  in  New  York  for  sale,  fearing 
extensive  conflagrations  may  result  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank 
partisans  in  that  city.  From  present  appearances  we  think  eJl  prudent 
men  who  have  merchandize  there  on  consignment  would  do  well  to  note 
carefully  the  signs  of  the  times.  If  the  bank  party  commence  violence, 
as  they  did  last  spring,  we  are  persuaded  that  the  fighting  will  not  be,  as 
then,  all  upon  their  side. 


OUTRAGE. 


On  Sunday  evening  last,  four  young  men,  citizens,  were  quietly  dis- 
cussing a  political  subject,  as  is  common  on  the  eve  of  elections,  when  a 
person  intruded  on  them  whom  they  did  not  know.  One  of  the  com- 
pany observed,  that  perhaps  they  had  better  be  a  little  more  cautious,  as 
some  of  the  Wellington  police  might  be  about.  The  words  were  scarcely 
uttered  when  this  stranger  stepped  forth,  and  made  a  prisoner  of  this 
person  thus  expressing  himself.  His  Honour  the  Mayor,  hearing  the 
case  the  next  day,  felt  himself  so  much  aggrieved,  he  bound  the  person 
over,  so  offending  against  his  dignity,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
The  police  officer  that  made  the  arrest  was,  at  the  last  Mayor's  Court,  con- 
vict^ of  an  assault  and  battery  on  9.  female.    Comment  is  unnecessary. 


THE  LAND  PIRATES. 

Wb  learn  from  Trenton  that  the  grand  jury  sitting  there  in  connexion 
with  the  United  States  District  Court  have  found  indictments  against 
upwards  of  forty  persons,  including  two  justices  of  the  peace,  for  being 
concerned  in  the  plunder  of  the  James  Fisher  and  Henry  Franklin^ 
which  were  driven  ashore  near  Bamegat. 


AMERICAN  MOBS. 

In  a  judicious  article  on  the  subject  of  American  mobs,  the  Norfolk 
Beacon  makes  the  following,  amongst  other  remarks : — 

*'  A  most  important  crisis  is  at  hand,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  re- 
sponsibility devolves  upon  the  press.  A  spirit  is  abroad  to  gratify  indi- 
vidual feelings  at  the  expense  of  the  law,  which  is  despised  and  trampled 
under  foot  by  its  professed  friends;  and,  what  renders  the  case  most 
important,  this  uncontrolled,  and  it  would  seem  uncontrollable,  spirit 
assumes  the  air  and  garb  of  Liberty  herself.  Yes,  the  agitator,  with  his 
band  of  ruffians,  who  seeks  at  the  hour  of  midnight  to  destroy  the  dwel- 
ling of  the  private  citizen,  and  plunge  a  whole  community  into  a  state  of 
trepidation  and  uproar,  this  important  and  dangerous  personage  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  interpreter  of  law  as  well  as  the  executor,  in  all  cases, 
without  the  slightest  trial  or  hearing  of  the  parties ;  and  this,  too,  in  a 
land  whose  Bill  of  Rights  especially  provides  that  the  great  departments 
of  government  should,  for  the  preservation  of  our  freedom,  be  kept  dis- 
tinct and  separate  for  ever.  Nothing  can  be  more  false,  in  fact,  than 
the  common  notion,  that  a  mob  is  a  democratic  assemblage :  it  is  no 
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such  thing ;  on  the  contrary  it  is  an  aristocracy  of  the  very  worst  kind. 
The  laws  which  the  people  have  enacted  are  expressly  contemned  hy 
these  self-constituted  judges,  whose  only  measure  of  justice  is  their  own 
ungovernahle  will.  And  what  proves  the  truth  of  this  view  of  the  case 
is,  the  universal  declaration  after  the  occurrence  of  an  outhreaking,  that 
one-tenth  of  the  number  of  the  citizens  at  large  would  have  repelled  the 
whole  body  of  rioters.  A  few  stormy  spirits  get  up  a  mob,  and  want  of 
concert  on  the  part  of  the  people  ensures  its  success.  This  ought  not  to 
be,  and  it  becomes  the  civil  authority  in  every  section  of  the  country  to 
be  on  the  alert." 

From  the  New  York  Times. 

MORE  NEWS  FROM  THE  SCENE  OF  WAR* 

The  Cleveland  papers  state  that  hostilities  have  recommenced  between 
the  belligerent  parties.     The  following  is  the  account  given  : — 

On  the  morning  of  the  i5th  instant  the  sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  ac- 
companied by  a  body  of  armed  men,  made  a  descent  upon  the  villa<re 
of  Toledo,  and  captured  the  sheriff  of  Lucas  county,  whom  they  carried 
off.  The  party  reappeared  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  search  of  such 
judges  and  justices  as  were  acting  under  the  laws  of  Ohio,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  getting  hold  of  them,  as  the  citizens  of  Toledo  had  armed 
themselves  for  battle,  and  made  such  stout  resistance,  that,  after  the  ex- 
change of  about  one  hundred  shots,  the  invading  party  fled.  They  were 
hotly  pursued,  but  being  on  horseback  were  not  overtaken. 

The  Detroit  Free  Press  of  last  Wednesday  states  that  rumours  had 
just  reached  that  city  of  violence  and  bloodshed  committed  at  or  near 
Toledo.  The  deputy  sheriff.  Wood,  who  was  recently  dirked,  was  shot  in 
the  shoulder  by  the  Ohio  insurgents  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duty.  A  skirmish  had  taken  place,  in  which  five  or  six  rounds  had  been 
fired  on  each  side.  A  reinforcement  of  one  hundred  men  had  left  the 
village  of  Monroe  for  the  scene  of  action. 

The  Ohioans  have,  it  appears  by  the  Detroit  paper,  stolen  a  march  on 
the  Michiganians,  and  gone  through  the  form  of  establishing  a  court  of 
justice  in  Toledo.  Two  Ohio  judges,  commissioned  by  Governor  Lucas, 
entered  a  building  in  Toledo,  which  they  chose  to  dignify  with  the  name 
of  a  court-house,  and  there  went  through  with  certain  judicial  ceremo- 
nies, of  what  precise  character  we  know  not,  for  the  court  was  held 
after  midnight,  and  the  judges  had  the  court-room  entirely  to  thomselves. 
After  despatching  their  business  (what  was  it?)  they  adjourned  sine  die, 
and  evaporated  long  before  daylight.  They  were  probably  fearful  that 
Judge  Lynch  and  his  myrmidons  might  resolve  themselves  into  a  court  of 
errors,  revise  their  opinions,  and  perhaps  punish  them  for  a  contempt  of 
that  high  tribunal.  The  Ohio  folks  now  claim  that  the  whole  district  in 
dispute  is  now  regularly  organized  under  the  laws  of  Ohio,  their  trick  of 
a  midnight  court  having  regularly  established  their  claims  thereto.  There 
is  something  rather  farcical  in  this  piece  of  judicial  finesse — ^this  dumb 
show  at  midnight — this  "  going  through  the  motions"  of  court  business, 
and  running  down  a  calendar  innocent  of  cases.  The  Michigan  folks 
talk  of  the  matter  most  sneeringly,  and  say  that,  farcical  as  the  whole 
matter  is,  the  Ohio  people  have  never  advanced  a  stronger  claim  to  the 
disputed  territory  than  that  preferred  by  their  midnight  court. 
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OUTRAGE. 

St,  Louis,  August  1. 

A  RENCONTRE  of  a  fatal  nature  took  place  last  evening,  in  the  lower 
end  of  the  city,  between  two  Spaniards,  who  arrived  here  a  few  days 
since  on  board  the  George  Collier,  The  quarrel  is  said  to  have  origin- 
ated on  board  the  boat,  during  her  passage  up,  and  was  terminated  the 
next  evening  with  knives.  One  of  the  parties  was  stabbed  in  the  right 
breast,  ranging  downwards,  with  a  knife  about  fourteen  inches  long, 
driven  in  with  such  force  as  to  bury  near  the  whole  of  the  handle  in  the 
body.  The  other  man  was  stabbed  in  the  abdomen,  ranging  across,  his 
bowels  protruding  from  the  wound.  The  former  died  almost  instanta- 
neously, and  the  latter  is  not  expected  to  survive.  This  part  of  the  city 
has  for  some  time  past  become  the  resort  of  a  band  of  desperadoes,  who 
make  a  practice  of  cutting  each  other's  throats  with  the  most  per- 
fect nonchalance.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  our  city  authorities  to 
give  this  den  an  overhauling  ? 


HORRIBLE  MURDER. 

We  learn  from  the  St,  Joseph  Times  (Florida),  of  January  21st,  that 
one  of  the  deck  hands  of  the  steam-boat  Hyperion  was  shamefully  mur- 
dered while  the  boat  was  lying  at  the  wharf  in  Apalachicola.  We  are 
informed  that  two  ruflSans  went  on  board,  and,  without  any  just  provo- 
cation, literally  cut  him  to  pieces  with  a  large  knife,  one  of  whom  was 
apprehended,  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  Ave  hundred  dollars ! 


Fr(m  the  Western  Spy, 

HORRID. 

On  the  22d  ult.  Alonzo  Purdy,  an  active  and  promising  son  of  Mr. 
James  Purdy,  of  Milton,  Orange  county,  was  deliberately  shot  by  a  vile 
vicious  boy,  named  John  Baker.  Young  Purdy  had  been  gunning  with 
another  boy  named  Staples,  and  Baker  joined  them,  took  Purdy's  gua 
and  hunted  with  it  for  some  time.  After  he  returned  the  gun,  Purdy 
reloaded  it,  and  Baker  again  desired  to  fire  it,  which  Purdy  refused. 
Afterwards,  Purdy  and  Staples  sat  down  their  guns,  and  climbed  into  a 
a  tree  to  pick  grapes,  which  run  upon  it.  Baker  coming  up  took 
P.'s  gim,  and  exclaimed  that  they  were  stealing  grapes,  and  would 
shoot  them  ;  upon  which  he  took  deliberate  aim  and  fired.  Fifteen  shots 
were  lodged  in  Staples'  legs,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground  so  violently  as 
to  stun  him.  When  he  came  to  his  senses,  he  perceived  Purdy  hang- 
ing by  his  feet  in  the  tree,  and  the  blood  flowing  profusely  from  his 
head^ 

Upon  being  taken  down  his  right  eye  was  found  to  be  shot  out,  and 
lay  upon  his  cheek  ;  his  left  eye  was  also  penetrated  with  a  shot,  which 
reached  the  brain ;  his  teeth  were  torn  out,  and  his  tongue  shot  to 
pieces.  Six  shots  were  lodged  in  his  face.  He  lingered  in  extreme 
agony,  unable  to  speak,  until  the  2d  instant,  when  he  expired.  A  more 
cold-blooded  and  malicious  act  we  have  hardly  ever  been  called  upon  to 
record.  We  knew  young  Purdy  well,  and  believed  him  to  have  been  a 
well-disposed  child,  injuring  no  one*    We  hope  that  the  murderer  may 


be  arrested,  and  made  to  suffer  for  an  offence  wbich  appears  so  truly 
hellish  and  demoniac,  as  scarcely  to  be  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  cata- 
logue of  human  offences. 

A  TEMPERANCE  RIOT 

Took  place  on  Saturday  night  last,  at  Bloomfield,  N.  J.  The  rioters 
were  disguised,  and  attacked  a  beer-house,  destroyed  the  liquors,  beat 
the  proprietor  and  adjourned.  Truly,  under  a  government  of  laws,  in 
which  each  man  has  an  equal  voice,  we  are  advancing  rapidly. 


From  the  American  Standard, 

ATROGIOUB   ACT. 

Yesterday  evening,  about  six  o'clock,  as  the  steam-boat,  Splendid, 
was  leaving  the  landing,  a  shot  was  fired  from  a  house  near  the  wharf 
from  whence  the  boat  started,  and  killed  one  of  the  passengers.  The 
boat  immediately  returned,  and  the  corpse  was  brought  on  shore.  This 
is  the  third  time,  and  from  the  same  house,  that  persons  have  been  shot 
on  board  of  boats  leaving  this  place.  In  the  former  cases  two  persons 
were  wounded.  Three  persons  are  now  lodged  in  goal,  taken  up  on  sus- 
picion, and  the  coroner's  inquest  is  yet  investigating  the  matter.  We 
shall  therefore  say  nothing  more  on  the  subject  at  present. 

The  man  who  was  killed  was  from  New  Orleans,  in  which  city  he 
was  working  at  his  trade — blacksmithing.  His  name  is  Barney  Norman, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  good  character.  He  was  formerly  of 
Little  York,  Pennsylvania,  but  previous  tg  going  to  New  Orleans  had 
resided  at  Yellow  Banks,  Kentucky,  to  which  place  he  was  about  to 
return  when  he  was  killed.     He  was  about  thirty  years  of  age. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

AMERICAN    DUELLING. 

We  copy  below,  from  the  Lexington  (Ky,)  Observer^  the  statement  of 
a  fight  between  a  Mr.  M'Clung  and  Mr.  Allen  of  Missouri,  and  ask 
whether  any  exaggeration  of  the  most  spiteful  of  foreign  tourists,  re- 
specting the  state  of  society  in  some  of  the  American  State?,  can  exceed 
the  reality  of  the  picture  here  presented  ? 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Mississippi,  to  his  Friend  in 
this  City,  dated  Mount  Olympus,  July  17. 

*'  A  dreadful  fight  took  place  in  Jackson,  on  Monday  evening.  Alex- 
ander M'Clung,  who  is  the  strong  friend  of  Governor  Runnels,  not  long 
since,  in  a  moment  of  excitement,  pronounced  General  Allen  (a  lawyer 
of  high  standing)  a  coward  and  a  scoundrel,  and  applied  many  other 
abusive  epithets ;  which  Allen  having  heard  of,  came  to  Jackson,  on  Mon- 
day, to  know  if  such  was  the  fact,  and  if  he  had  any  apology  to  oflFer. 
M*Clung  replied'  that  he  had  used  the  expressions  alluded  to,  and  would 
retract  nothing  nor  offer  any  apology.  They  appeared  in  the  street  at 
the  distance  of  a  hundred  yards  apart,  and  each,  considering  it  the  duty 
of  the  other  to  attack,  acted  on  the  defensive.  They  were  both  well 
armed,  and  though  public  expectation  was  on  tiptoe,  it  was  disap- 
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pointed.  No  attack  was  made  by  either.  After  this  a  verbal  chal- 
lenge passed  from  Allen  to  M'Clung  to  fight  the  same  evening 
on  the  bank  of  the  Pearl  River.  They  agreed  to  lake  four  pistols 
each  and  a  large  knife  ;  to  commence  walking  up  to  each  other, 
being  placed  eighty  yards  [apart,  and  fire  when  they  pleased;  and 
in  case  neither  should  hit  or  kill  with  the  pistols,  to  close  in  with 
their  knives.  They  commenced  walking  very  slowly,  each  with  a  large 
duelling  pistol  in  his  hand  :  they  kept  approaching  slowly,  until  Allen 
said,  "  Now,  sir,  we  will  see  who  the  damned  coward  is."  M*Clung 
replied,  "  Damn  you,  we  will,"  and  at  the  same  time  stopping  still, 
raised  his  pistol,  took  deliberate  aim  at  Allen,  and  fired.  He  sprang 
forward  and  fell  prostrate  on  his  face.  M*Clung  immediately  drew 
another  pistol  and  stood  for  a  moment  waiting  to  see  if  he  would  get  up, 
but  his  fire  had  taken  effect.  He  had  two  balls  in  the  pistol,  one  of 
which  took  him  in  the  mouth,  between  the  chin  and  lip,  and  the  other 
on  the  side  of  the  head.  The  distance  between  them  at  the  time  of  the 
fire  was  thirty-four  yards.   Allen  is  since  dead.    Respectfully  yours." 

"  They  appeared  in  the  street,  both  well  armed,"  but  "  though  public 
expectation  was  on  tiptoe,  it  was  disappointed  !     No  attack  was  made." 
Can  any  comment  express  more  strongly  than  this,  certainly  very  un- 
affected, sentence  does  the  condition  of  society,  where  such  scenes  can 
be  publicly  enacted  without  let  or  hindrance  from  the  law 

THE   BARNEGAT   PIRATES. 

The  following  convictions  and  sentences  on  the  Bamegat  trials  at 
Trenton,  are  announced  in  the  Trenton  Argus  : — 

Joseph  Bridges  was  convicted  of  stealing  a  number  of  gold  sovereigns 
from  the  ship  Sovereign,  and  sentenced  to  three  months'  hard  labour  in 
the  State  Prison,  and  a  fine  of  one  dollar.  Circumstances  of  a  palliatory 
character  appearing  in  the  case  of  Bridges,  induced  the  jury  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  mercy  of  the  court. 

Samuel  Smalleyy  a  negro  boy,  found  guilty  of  a  like  offence,  but  a 
more  aggravated  case,  was  sentenced  to  six  months*  imprisonmeut,  at 
hard  labour  in  the  State  Prison,  and  fined  one  dollar. 

James  Taylor^  convicted  of  stealing  six  hundred  sovereigns,  at  the 
same  time  with  the  others — sentenced  to  twelvemonths*  imprisonment 
at  hard  labour  in  the  State  Prison,  and  fined  one  dollar. 

Jared ,  convicted  of  stealing  sovereigns  on  the  same  occasion- 
twelve  months  at  hard  labour,  in  the  State  Prison,  and  fined  one 
dollar. 

John  Hulzharty  convicted  of  stealing  a  kedge-anchor  from  the  Henry 
Franklin — six  months'  imprisonment  and  fined  one  dollar.  Also  con- 
victed of  stealing  five  bags  of  coffee  from  the  same  vessel — six  months. 
Also  of  stealing  two  barrels  of  soap  from  the  same— six  months ;  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  two  years  at  hard  labour  in  the  State  Prison. 

Job  Plait,  son  of  Esquire  Piatt,  the  magistrate,  convicted  of  stealing 
£i\e  bags  of  coffee — six  months  :  five  barrels  of  mackerel,  six  months  : 
also  three  barrels  of  soap — six  months ;  making  an  aggregate  of  eighteen 
months  at  labour  in  the  State  Prison. 

»    James  Matthews,  convicted  of  stealing  one  barrel  of  mackerel- 
twelve  months,  as  in  the  other  cases. 
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Reuben  Grant ^  convicted  of  stealing  one  bag  of  coffee,  was  sentenced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment  in  such  county  goal  as  the  marshal  could 
procure  for  that  purpose. 

Edward  Wcunwright^  convicted  of  stealing  four  bags  of  coffee,  was 
sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment  in  such  county  goal  as  could 
be  procured  for  the  purpose. 

Reuben  Grant y  convicted  of  stealing  one  piece  of  calico  from  the 
wreck  of  the  James  Fisher — six  months  imprisonment,  as  before,  making 
in  all  nine  months. 

John  HtUzhart^  convicted  of  stealing  one  box  of  tea,  two  years'  im- 
prisonment as  before,  making  a  total  of  four  years'  imprisonment,  and 
fined  twenty  dollars. 

Job  Plait^  convicted  of  stealing  half  a  box  of  tea— three  years'  impri- 
sonment, as  before,  making  a  total  of  four  years  and  six  months,  and 
fined  forty  dollars. 

The  Argua  states  that  public  sympathy  has  been  strongly  awakened 
on  behalf  of  Reuben  Grant  and  Captain  Wainwright,  convicted  in  the 
Circuit  Court,  as  indicted.  Petitions  are  in  circulation  to  obtain  the 
pardons  of  those  individuals.  Grant  was  recommended  by  the  District 
Attorney  to  the  mercy  of  the  court,  and  the  evidence  against  Wain- 
wright was  such  that  the  verdict  caused  general  astonishment. 


MORE   MURDERS. 

TflR  Vicksburg  Sentinel  contains  the  following  : — 

**  Shooting  and  cutting  of  throats  appear  to  be  the  order  of  the  day. 
Report  says  two  men  were  killed  in  Clinton.  It  appears  a  dispute  arose 
between  a  Mr.  Shackelford  and  Mr.  William  Parker,  and,  after  some 
high  words,  Parker  seized  a  double-barrelled  gun  and  shot  Shackelford 
in  the  abdomen.     He  expired  immediately. 

*'  The  names  of  the  other  belligerents  we  have  not  heard,  nor  the 
catise  of  the  quarrel.  It  is  said  the  individual  who  fell  was  a  young  man 
of  promise,  and  a  lawyer  by  profession.^' 


II 


From  the  New  York  Evening  Star, 

OUTRAGEOUS   CONDUCT. 

About  eight  o'clock  last  evening,  as  the  steam-boat  Ohio,  from  Al- 
bany, was  coming-to  at  the  wharf  at  Catskill,  a  mob  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred persons  commenced  throwing  a  shower  of  heavy  stones  at  the  boa  , 
falling  among  the  passengers,  wounding,  bruising,  and  seriously  injuring 
many  persons  on  board  ;  and  to  such  an  extent  was  this  outrage  carried, 
that  the  agent  was  compelled  to  slip  the  cables  of  the  Ohio,  and  get  ofi' 
without  landing  the  mail  or  passengers. 

It  appears  to  have  been  a  concerted  movement,  owing  to  a  quarrel, 
which  had  occurred  the  day  previous,  between  a  resident  of  Catskill  and 
some  of  the  hands  of  the  boat ;  but  this  mode  of  redressing  the  quarrel, 
by  endangering  the  lives  of  passengers  and  innocent  persons,  is  so  out- 
rageous, that  unless  the  public  authorities  take  up  the  matter,  passen- 
gers are  not  safe  in  landing  at  that  place. 
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MOB-LAW  THE  ORDSR  OF  THE  i)AT. 

DuHiNG  the  boat-race  upon  the  Delaware,  one  day  last  week,  we  learn 
that  a  boat-load  or  two  of  epectators  landed  at  the  ferry  of  Mr»  Garret 
Clark,  Billingsport,  and  evinced  during  their  stay  the  same  recklessDess 
of  spirit  and  disregard  of  law  and  order  that  has  marked  the  movements 
of  the  many  riotous  proceedings  of  late  throughout  the  Union.  Refresh- 
ments were  called  for  and  made  use  of,  and  the  mention  of  remuneration 
scoffed  at :  nor  was  this  all — the  property  of  the  landlord  was  pocketed 
in  his  presence,  and  carried  off;  his  truck  and  fruit  was  trampled  upon 
and  pulled ;  andt.when  remonstrated  with  by  the  person  who  was  placed 
there  as  a  check  upon  their  nefarious  movements,  he  was  knocked  down 
and. otherwise  maltreated  by  the  crowd  of  marauders,  eager  for  and  em- 
bracing the  slightest  pretence  for  a  row.  Such  conduct  should  be  met 
everywhere,  as  we  are  sure  it  will  be  here,  upon  conviction,  with  the 
severest  penalties  of  the  law.  It  is  the  interest,  as  well  as  duty,  of  all 
to  zealously  aid  in  checking  the  riotous  spirit  which  seems  to  affect  all 
parts  of  the  country. 


From  the  Village  Herald^  Woodbury^  N,  J. 

MOKE  MOB-LAW. 

Wb  are  informed  a  fracas  took  place  in  Camden  on  Sunday  afternoon 
last,  between  about  fifty  whites  and  the  blacks  about  retunung  from  a 
meeting  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  consequences  were  not  very 
serious. 


WARLIKE  PREPARATIONS  IN  OHIO. 

It  was  stated  a  few  days  since,  upon  the  authority  of  an  Ohio  paper, 
that  the  governor  and  commander-in-chief  had  given  orders  to  the 
major-generals  of  the  several  divisions  of  the  Ohio  militia  to  ascertain 
and  report  to  him,  immediately,  the  number  of  militia,  riflemen,  and 
cavalry,  that  could,  at  a  moment's  warning,  be  furnished  from  their  re- 
spective divisions.  Upon  this  the  Cleveland  Herald  of  Saturday  last 
says : — 

^'  In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  the  commanding  officers  are 
actively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty.  We  scarcely  open  a 
paper  in  this  State  but  we  discover  some  demonstrations  of  a  warlike 
character.  Orders  are  issuing,  and  the  militia  are  in  motion.  General 
Brainard,  of  this  division,  we  learn  from  the  Paynesville  Telegraphy 
passed  through  that  place  a  few  days  since  on  his  way  to  Ashtabula,  in 
the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him.  The  several  compa- 
nies, under  the  command  of  General  Harris,  are  ordered  to  meet  at  Ra- 
venna on  Saturday  next.  The  Lebanon  Star  states,  that  Governor  Lucas 
'  has  ordered  a  quantity  of  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  to  the 
northern  border,  and  intends,  by  the  20th  instant,  to  have  embodied, 
there  a  strong  military  force.'  As  much  as  we  regret  the  necessity  of 
these  movements,  we  are  glad  to  perceive  that  his  Excellency  exhibits  a 
firm  and  unalterable  determination  to  protect  our  citizens  in  the  peace- 
able possession  of  their  rights,  and  to  prevent  the  further  depredations 
of  a  ruthless  and  vindictive  mob." 
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Fram  tfie  Journal  of  Commerce. 

TdE    RIOTS. 

We  have  sent  round  this  forenoon  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  injury 
done  by  the  rioters  last  night,  and  find  it  much  less  than  was  expected. 
The  mob,  which  consisted  principally  of  engiue-boys,  to  the  amount  of 
two  or  three  hundred,  commenced  their  operations  early  in  the  evening, 
by  demolishing  the  windows  of  a  number  of  Irish  families  in  Centre, 
Cross,  and  Elm  Streets,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Five  Points.  From  thence 
they  proceeded  to  Prince  Street,  where  they  demolished  the  windows  of 
No.  18,  occupied  by  an  inoffensive  Dutch  shoemaker  (evidently  mis- 
taking him  for  an  Irishman),  who  fortunately  was  absent  with  his  family 
at  the  time.  They  next  attacked  the  adjoining  house,  occupied  below 
l)y  Thomas  Butterly  as  a  family  grocery,  and  above  by  an  English  fa- 
mily, doing  considerable  damage. 

From  Spring  Street  they  proceeded  down  the  Bowery,  until  they  came 
to  a  recently  established  beer-house,  known  as  the  **  Green  Dragon.'* 
The  proprietor  of  this  establishment,  Mr.  Urnsworth,  is  an  Englishman, 
and  kept  what  he  thought  proper  to  denominate  "  a  respectable  English 
beer-house."  He  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  some  of  the  gang, 
upon  a  former  occasion,  by  intimating  to  them  that  he  did  not  solicit 
the  patronage  of  such  rough  customers  as  they  were ;  which  affront  they 
resented)  by  breaking  nearly  every  window  in  his  house,  staving  the 
pannelling  of  his  doors,  and  doing  much  other  injury  to  the  interior  by 
stones  and  brickbats  thrown  through  the  fanlights.  The  injury  sustained 
by  this  establishment  is  very  considerable. 

llie  watch  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  riot  at  about  eleven 
o'clock. 

Placards  are  stuck  up  in  various  parts  of  the  upper  wards,  calling  a 
meeting  of  "  American-born  citizens,"  at  Gray's,  Bleecker-street  house^ 
this  evening,  at  eight  o'clock.  As  the  object  of  the  meeting  is  not 
stated,  the  notices  have  doubtless  been  stuck  up  merely  to  raise  a  mob, 
in  order  to  renew  hostilities. 

As  far  as  our  information  extends,  the  Irish  were  certainly  not  the  ag- 
gressors last  night,  and  several  of  them  submitted  to  be  driven  by  the 
city  watch  from  their  own  threshglds,  and  others  were  taken  to  prison 
without  resistance.  But  to-day  they  have  boldly  asserted  their  deter- 
mination that,  if  they  shall  be  again  molested,  they  will  defend  themselves 
to  the  last  extremity.  And,  from  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  the  appearance  of  things,  there  is  little  doubt  of  their  keeping  their 
word. 

The  mayor  and  the  police  have  taken  every  precaution  to  ensure 
security  to  the  peaceable  citizens,  and  put  an  end  to  those  disgraceful 
proceedings ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  means  employed  will  be 
conducive  to  that  result. 


ATTEMPT  TO  MURDER  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Washington^  Jan.  30,  1835. 

The  events  of  this  day  fasten  a  stain  upon  the  character  of  the  nation, 
ill  the  eyes  of  foreigners,  unless  we  take  steps  to  wipe  it  away.  The  life 
of  our  venerable  President  has  this  day  been  attempted.    The  life  of 


272  APPENDIX  I. 

Andrew  Jackson  has  been  assailed  by  an  assassin ;  and,  what  is  worse, 
it  is  believed  by  a  hired  one. 

This  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Warren  R. 
Davis,  late  a  member  of  Congress  from  South  Carolina.  The  President 
attended.  After  the  ceremonies  were  over  in  the  Hall  of  the  House,  the 
procession  formed,  and  moved  out  through  the  Rotunda — the  Senate 
following  the  corpse  —  the  President  and  his  secretaries  following 
them.  On  reaching  the  door  on  the  east  side,  which  leads  to  the  east 
portico,  the  President  shortened  his  pace,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  follow 
the  corpse  to  the  burial-ground,  and  intended  to  break  off  from  the  pro- 
cession under  the  portico.  He  was  walking  arm  in  arm  with  Mr. Wood- 
bury. On  stepping  from  the  rotunda  upon  the  pavement  under  the 
portico,  a  space  intervening  between  them  and  the  rear  of  the  procession 
of  Senators,  of  some  eight  or  ten  feet,  a  person  presented  himself  In  an 
oblique  front,  and  snapped  a  pistol.  The  explosion  of  the  percussion 
cap  attracted  the  attention  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Woodbury;  no 
sooner  were  their  eyes  directed  to  that  quarter,  than  they  were  met  with 
another  pistol,  raised  upon  the  breast  of  the  President,  which  snapped 
at  the  same  instant,  and  the  cap  of  this  also  only  exploded.  Upon  the 
instant — for  there  was  but  an  instant  intervening  during  the  whole  of 
these  hellish  attempts  at  assassination — the  President  and  Mr.  Woodbury 
rushed  forward  towards  the  assassin.  Before  they  got  to  him,  he  had  been 
seized  by  Lieutenant  Gedney,  of  the  navy,  and  thrown  down,  and  but 
for  the  interference  of  the  President's  friends,  he  would  have  been  an- 
nihilated upon  the  spot. 

IJe  was  immediately  given  into  custody  of  the  Marshal,  and  taken  to 
the  City  Hall,  where  he  underwent  an  examination  before  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  District,  Cranch.  He  proved  to  be  the  son  of  an  English- 
man, who  formerly  lived  in  Georgetown,  and  died  some  ten  years  since. 
His  name  is  Lawrence.  He  was,  while  a  minor^  indentured  to  a  painter 
by  the  name  of  Clarke.  His  character  of  late  appears  to  have  been 
bad,  as  far  as  could  be  learnt  of  it.  His  appearance  is  that  of  a  resolute 
and  hardened  villain.  During  his  examination,  he  was  stubbornly 
silent.  The  pistols  were  produced :  both  were  heavily  loaded  with 
powder  and  ball.  Powder  and  ball  were  found  about  his  person,  as 
well  as  at  his  lodgings,  and  a  large  quantity  of  percussion  caps. 

After  all  these  facts  connected  with  the  diabolical,  attempt  twice 
made  within  a  breath,  to  assassinate  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union, 
will  it  be  believed  that  the  assassin  is  almost  permitted  to  go  at  large? 
He  is  bound  over  'to  appear  at  the  next  court  to  answer  the  charge,  in 
the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  to  stand  committed  until  the 
security  is  furnished.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars'  bail,  for  attempting  to 
assassinate  the  President  of  the  United  States ! 

Thus,  while  assisting  to  perform  the  last  rites  to  the  memory  of  the 
dead,  has  the  threats,  contained  in  the  hundreds  of  anonymous  letters 
received  by  the  President  during  the  last  year,  been  carried  into  exe- 
cution. In  those  his  life  was  threatened.  This  day  it  has  been  at- 
tempted. From  whence  did  these  threats  come,  and  what  caused  them 
to  be  made  ?  They  came  from  the  partisans  of  the  Bank,  because  the 
President  could  be  neither  coaxed  nor  intimidated  from  his  purpose  to 
put  down  that  corrupt  institution.  They  were  encouraged  by  Senators, 
who  cried  "  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution*'—"  a  revolution  blood- 
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less  as  yet !  "  and  by  Sunday  orators,  members  of  Congress,  who  said, 
in  times  of  revolution  tfiere  are  no  Sundays,  that  the  sword  only  can 
put  down  usurpation — that  usurpation  which  consisted  in  the  removal 
of  the  deposits. 

It  was  but  the  day  before  yesterday  that  the  King  of  the  NuUifiers, 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  renewed  the  cry  of  **  revolution." 
*•  We  must,"  said  he,  "  have  reform  or  revolution."  Beaten  as  they 
have  been,  and  acknowledged  by  his  nullifying  colleague,  revolution  is 
now  their  resort.  Who  can  reflect  on  these  facts,  united  with  the 
hellish  feeling  manifested  by  Poindexter,  in  his  letter,  in  which  he 
pretended  to  challenge  the  President,  and  not  believe  that  this  detected 
assassin  is  the  hired  tool  of  others  ?  That  the  master'  spirits  are 
secreted,  that  the  real  assassins  are  concealed  ?  The  hand  of  a  righteous 
Providence  has  interposed,  and  defeated  their  bloodthirsty  design,  and 
preserved  the  life  of  the  purest  of  patriots  from  assassination. 

It  is  time  that  the  honest  and  patriotic  part  of  the  nation  should 
arouse.  When  murderers  and  assassins  are  permitted  to  stalk  abroad 
in  open  day,  it  is  no  time  to  slumber.  Then  let  them  gird  on  their 
armour,  and  as  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  Virginia  led  to  the  liberation 
of  Rome,  so  let  the  attempt  on  the  life  of  our  venerable  President 
arouse  public  opinion  to  forever  annihilate  his  and  our  country's  ene- 
mies. 


From  the  Globe. 

On  Wednesday  last,  at  Hampton,  Va.,  a  recontre  took  place  be- 
tween Major  John  B.  Cooper  of  Hampton,  and  Thomas  B.  Allen  of 
York  County,  in  which  the  former  drew  a  pistol  and  shot  the  latter 
through  the  heart.  After  Cooper  had  fired,  he  beat  Mr.  Allen  to  the 
ground  with  a  bludgeon.  Cooper  fled.  He  is  a  man  of  sixty  years  of 
age.  The  murder  was  committed  in  the  street,  Mr.  Allen  having  his 
two  little  children  with  him. 


From  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer^ 

DISGRACEFUL  RIOT. 

HoBOKEN  has  again  been  the  scene  of  disturbance  and  outrage.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  fourth,  a  gang  of  those  ruffians  and  blackguards  who 
disgrace  our  city  had  scarcely  landed  at  the  above  place,  before  they 
commenced  an  indiscriminate  attack  on  all  persons  who  came  in  their 
way,  without  regard  to  age  or  sex.  They  were  armed  with  sticks  and 
clubs,  which  they  used  in  the  most  cruel  and  ferocious  manner.  Find- 
ing, at  length,  that  preparations  were  making  to  arrest  them,  they  fled 
to  one  of  the  steam-boats,  and  by  threats  of  personal  violence  attempted 
to  force  the  Captain  to  get  under  way.  Undismayed  by  their  threats, 
he  refused  their  demand.  They  then  endeavoured  to  put  the  boat  in 
motion,  but  being  unable  to  work  the  machinery,  were  compelled  to 
abandon  the  attempt.  A  sufficient  force  having  been  formed  by  the 
citizens  to  attack  them,  a  rush  was  made' towards  the  boat.  The  rioters, 
like  dastardly  cowards,  fled  in  all  directions,  and  we  are  happy  to  add 
ih&t  they  were  all  apprehended  and  conveyed  to  prison,  where,  we  hope, 
they  will  nieet  the  severest  punishment. 
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ANOTHER. 

On  Sunday  night,  some  of  our  city  ruffians,  calling  themselves  the 
American  party,  attacked  several  of  the  booths  ,in  which  the  owners, 
principally  Irishmen,  were  quietly  pursuing  their  avocations,  and  after 
destroying  all  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  set  fire  to  some  of  the 
tents.  Fortunately  the  flames  were  extinguished  without  doing  great 
damage.  Several  of  the  ringleaders  were  arrested  by  the  watchmen 
and  put  into  confinement.  Their  names  are  George  Wicks,  Michael 
Donovan,  Thomas  Field,  Charles  Concklin,  James  Waterbury,  Johu 
Garside,  and  Bernard  H offer. 


A  THIRD. 

One  of  those  beautiful  scenes  of  riot  and  confusion  which  are  the  life 
of  the  Sixth  Ward  took  place  yesterday  evening,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Five  Points.  The  row  originated  from  a  most  trifling  cause,  and 
before  it  terminated  hundreds  were  engaged.  Twenty-seven  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  lodged  in  the  watch-house.  The  Alderman  of  the 
Ward  was  well  thumped  in  attempting  to  restore  peace,  and  a  police 
officer.  Smith,  was  within  an  ace  of  having  his  brains  blown  out  by  a 
blunderbuss. 

The  circumstance  which  led  to  the  riot  was  an  attempt  made  by  an 
officer  to  arrest  a  negro  woman.  Some  of  her  associates  succeeded  in 
rescuing  her  ;  and  a  general  fight,  with  lots  of  broken  heads  and  bloody 
noses,  was  the  consequence. 

Justices  Lownds  and  Bloodgood,  assisted  by  J.  M.  C.  Smith,  Boyer, 
Stanton,  and  Gilbert  Hays,  hastened  to  the  seat  of  war,  and,  aided  by  the 
watchmen,  succeeded,  after  much  resistance,  in  capturing  twenty-seven 
of  the  belligerents,  and  lodged  them  in  the  watch-house. 

In  the  midst  of  this  riot,  a  villain  rushed  from  a  house,  with  a 
blunderbuss  loaded  nearly  to  the  muzzle,  and  applying  it  to  the  head  of 
the  officer,  pulled  the  trigger.  Providentially,  the  priming  flashed 
without  further  mischief.  Smith,  assisted  by  Mr.  Callender,  clerk  of 
police,  and  Counsellor  Blunt,  pursued  the  fellow,  and  fortunately  suc- 
ceeded in  arresting  him,  though  powerfully  supported  by  his  countrymen, 
who  in  vain  attempted  to  rescue  him. 


RIOT  in  new  YORK. 

It  appears  that  New  York  was  the  scene,  on  Monday  afternoon,  of  a 
disgraceful  riot,  in  which  a  large  amount  of  property  was  destroyed. 
We  subjoin  from  the  New  York  Sun  a  full  account  of  this  outrageous 
affair: — 

PUBLIC  meeting  in  THE  PARK — DISGRACEFUL  ftlOTS, 

Between  4  and  5  o'clock  'yesterday  evening,  some  five  or  six  thou- 
sand persons  assembled  in  ifront  of  the  City  Hall,  in  answer  to  a  call 
in  the  papers,  "  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  present  unexampled 
distress,  and  to  advise  a  suitable  remedy."  What  inquiries  were  made 
at  the  meeting,  or  what  means  were  devised  to  reduce  the  exorbitant 
prices  of  rent  and  provisions,  we  have  not  learned;  for  having,  in  the 
iiTBt  instance,  doubted  the  propriety  of  asscmUing  in  the  Park,  we  did 
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not  attend-— though  from  our  window  we  could  look  upon  the  assembled 
multitude  and  hear  their  shouts.  Soon  after  five,  the  meeting  broke  up 
— the  more  peaceable  portion  going  to  their  respective  homes. 

Others  were  not  satisfied  with  devising  a  suitable  plan  *'  to  resist  the 
monopolists  and  extortioners,"  but  seemed  bent  upon  executiog  one, 
in  accordance  with  their  own  peculiar  views  on  the  subject.  Several 
hundreds  of  this  description  immediately  proceeded  towards  the  North 
River,  in  search  of  some  unfortunate  monopolists  on  whom  to  glut  their 
vengeance.  Arriving  in  Washmgton  Street,  below  Dey,  they  beset  the 
large  flour-warehouse  of  Eli  Hart  and  Co.,  (No.  5*75,)  which  appeared 
to  be  crammed  from  the  cellar  to  the  roof  with  flour  and  grain,  and 
commenced  committing  outrages.  Intelligence  of  the  fact  was  im- 
mediately despatched  to  the  police  office,  and  Justice  Bloodgood  with 
half  a  dozen  officers  proceeded  thither.  Before  their  arrival,  however, 
the  doors  and  windows  of  the  first  floor  had  been  partially  demolished, 
and  no  sooner  did  they  attempt  to  interfere,  than  the  mob  fell  upon 
them,  broke  their  staves  to  pieces,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat  to 
save  their  lives.  The  mob  then  soon  cleared  the  doors  from  obstruction, 
and  left  nothing  of  the  lower  windows  but  remnants  of  the  ashes. 
Several  barrels  of  flour  had  been  rolled  out,  and  smashed,  when  the 
Mayor  arrived,  and  succeeding  in  reaching  the  door,  attempted  to  speak. 
His  voice  was  immediately  drowned  by  the  shouts  of  the  infuriate  mob, 
and  the  staves  of  the  smashed  barrels,  balls  of  flour,  sticks  and  stones 
were  hurled  at  him,  and  several  others  who  were  about  him,  till  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  safety  in  retreat,  and  the  mob  was  left  without  any 
obstruction  to  their  purposes. 

What  little  of  the  window  sashes  remained  were  speedily  demolished, 
and  at  least  two  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  as  many  bags  of  wheat, 
were  thrown  out,  and  their  contents  scattered  in  the  street.  Large 
quantities  were  carried  off  by  men,  women,  and  children;  but  the 
street  for  half  the  block  remained,  when  the  mob  left  the  store,  knee 
deep  with  flour  and  grain.  The  counting-rooms  in  the  first  and 
second  stories  were  stripped  of  their  contents,  which  were  thrown  into 
the  streets,  where  the  desks  were  smashed  to  atoms,  and  the  papers 
scattered  to  the  winds. 

About  dusk  the  cry  of  "  Hanover-street"  was  raised,  and  nearly  all 
the  mob  withdrew  in  a  body,  and  proceeded  through  Hanover-street 
without  finding  any  flour-stores.  They  kept  down  on  Old  Slip  to  South- 
street,  and  halted  before  the  store  of  E.  and  J.  Herri ck,  and  two  or 
three  others ;  but  becoming  satisfied  by  the  protestations  of  persons  who 
happened  to  be  in  the  stores,  that  they  contained  no  flour,  they  left  them 
unmolested. 

**To  Broad-street"  was  the  next  cry,  and  the  mob,  which  had 
dwindled  away  to  about  thirty  active  participators,  proceeded  up  Coenties 
Slip,  and  were  turning  down  Water-street  toward  Broad,  when  the  sign 
of  **  Genessee  and  Ohio  Flour"  on  the  large  brick  store  of  B.  S.  Herrick 
and  Son,  comer  of  South-street  and  the  Slip,  caught  the  eyes  of  some 
of  them,  and  the  discovery  was  instantly  communicated  to  the  rest. 
Some  minutes  passed  before  any  violence^  was  used,  and  there  was  not 
above  a  dozen  who  appeared  to  be  very  anxious  to  renew  the  work  of 
destruction,  and  half  of  these  were  mere  boys.  The  smashing  of  a  few 
panes  of  glass  in  the  lower  windows  appeared  to  be  the  extent  of  the 
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mischief  they  would  do  at  this  store,  and  whilst  they  were  halting  in 
their  work,  Justice  Lownds  arrived,  accompanied  by  Aldermen  Benson 
and  Ward .  Mr.  Lownds  went  among  them  and  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade them  to  desist  from  any  further  violence ;  but  just  then  some  boys 
arrived  with  a  ladder  which  they  had  obtsdned  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  a  few  shouts  put  the  rioters  again  on  the  qui  vive  for  outrage.  The 
latter  was  immediately  manned,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  principal 
doors  and  windows  of  the  first  floor  were  demolished.  Several  citizens 
and  the  magistrates  stationed  theraselvea  in  the  doorway  to  prevent  the 
rioters  from  entering  and  destroying  the  flour ;  but  they  leaped  in  at 
the  windows,  and  threw  out  a  dozen  or  twenty  barrels,  sume  of  which 
were  smashed  and  their  contents  scattered  in  the  street.  A  person  of 
respectable  appearance  then  made  his  appearance  at  the  door,  and  pro- 
claimed to  the  mob  that  the  proprietor  of  the  store  had  authorised  him 
to  giye  them  a  pledge  that,  if  they  would  desist,  he  woidd  the  next  day 
give  up  every  barrel  he  had  in  his  store  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
This  announcement  was  received  by  the  mob  with  a  round  of  cheers, 
and  they  desisted  from  further  destruction  there.  They  then  com- 
menced canvassing  among  themselves  as  to  the  next  place  of  attack, 
but  before  they  had  fixed  upon  any,  the  symptoms  of  resistance  which 
appeared  amongst  the  spectators,  who  had  now  become  treble  in  number 
to  that  of  the  rioters,  rather  dampened  their  ardour,  and  they  began  to 
draw  off.  Just  then  a  number  of  marshals,  with  a  strong  poss(^  of 
watchmen,  made  their  appearance  at  the  Slip,  and  the  rioters  attempted 
to  get  out  of  the  way ;  but  a  number  of  the  principal  actors  were 
secured,  with  the  aid  of  the  magistrates  and  citizens,  and  peace  was 
fully  restored.  The  arrival  of  the  force  half  an  hour  sooner  would 
have  effectually  put  to  flight  the  whole  of  the  mob  that  remained,  and 
prevented  the  destruction  at  the  store  of  the  Messrs.  Herrick. 


From  the  New  York  Times. 

An  affray  occurred,  on  Monday  evening,  at  the  Washington  Hotel, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  events,  and  the  character  of  the  parties, 
excites  very  deep  and  general  interesest.  It  would  be  well  if  the  affair 
could  be  buried  in  oblivion,  but  that  is  impossible. 

On  Monday  evening  Mr.  S.  accompanied  by  Mr.  T.,  and  both  un- 
armed, except  that  Mr.  S.  carried  his  usual  walking-stick  which  had  a 
light  sword  within  it,  went  to  the  Washington  Hotel.  Mr.  H.  coming 
in  soon  after,  Mr.  S.  demanded  whether  it  was  true  that  he  had  pro- 
nounced him  a  coward.  Mr.  H.  replied  that  he  had ;  whereupon  Mr.  S. 
waved  his  glove  across  the  face  of  Mr.  H.,  and  declared  him  a  liar  J 

Mr.  H.  drew  out  a  pistol,  but,  before  he  could  fire  it,  his  hand  was 
arrested  by  Mr.  T.,  who  remonstrated  against  using  such  a  weapon,  and 
assured  him  he  should  have  satisfaction.  Mr.  H.  shook  him  off,  and 
retreated,  presenting  the  pistol,  and  T.  following  to  master  it.  They 
moved  from  the  centre  of  the  bar-roo^jj,  across  3ie  hall  into  the  read- 
ing-room ; — H.  threatening  to  shoot  T.  if  he  advanced,  and  T.  defying 
him,  and  declaring  he  dare  not  fire.  T.  then  dashed  the  pistol  aside, 
and  struck  H.,  when  both  were  seized — ^T.  by  Ci^tain  B.,  and  H.  by 
some  young  gentleman.  H.  was  directly  released,  however,  and  while 
T.  was  struggling  with  Captain  B.,  who  held  him  against  the  door,  and 
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was  nearly  between  the  combatants,  both  barrels  of  the  pistol  were  fired, 
the  balls  lodging  in  the  door  above  T.  and  the  Captain. 

The  parties  separated,  and  for  a  few  minutes  the  affray  seemed  to 
have  ended.  Mr.  M.  then  ascended  a  chair  in  the  front  room,  and 
proclaimed  that  Mr.  S.  and  Mr.  T.  were  cowards  and  scoundrels ;  Mr. 
T.  rushed  upon  him,  and  beat  him  severely  before  the  bystanders  could 
interpose.  Those  who  seized  Mr.  T.  forced  him  back  across  the  room, 
he  struggling  to  get  free,  when  Mr.  M.  followed  and  struck  him  in  the 
side  with  a  dirk  or  knife.  Upon  that  Mr.  S.  drew  his  sword  from  his 
cane,  and  stabbed  Mr.  H.  The  effective  hostilities  were  here  arrested 
by  the  exertions  of  the  gentlemen  present,  a  second  pistol  being  taken 
from  Mr.  H. ;  and  the  parties  soon  separated,  and  retired  for  surgical 
aid. 

Neither  of  the  wounds  are  understood  to  be  serious,  or  at  all  danger- 
ous, and  the  parties  have  withdrawn  from  town, 

We  make  no  comments,  and  give  no  opinions  upon  the  facts :  we 
merely  give  an  accurate  statement  of  them,  and  leave  them  to  speak  for 
themselves. 

By  other  New  York  papers,  we  have  the  names  of  the  parties.  Mr. 
T.  is  Mr.  Tomkins;  Mr.  S.  is  Mr.  Staples  ;  Mr.  M.  is  Mr.  M*Leod,  a 
wine -merchant;  Mr.  H.  is  Mr.  Herbert,  the  author  of  "  The  Brothers,  a 
Tale  of  the  Fronde,"  and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  American  Monthly 
Magazine. 


From  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer, 

A   DARING   OUTRAGE. 

On  Saturday  last  ^  violent  assault  was  committed  on  the  person  of 
Mr.  William  L.  Shipley,  a  respectable  merchant  of  Elizabethtown,  N. 
J.,  by  an  individual  of  the  name  of  Richard  C.  Barry.  The  circum- 
stances, as  detailed  to  us,  are  as  follows : — Mr.  Shipley  held  a  note  of 
Messrs.  Barry  and  Stephens,  which  being  overdue  and  unpaid  for  about 
one  year,  suit  was  brought  on  it  by  Mr.  Shipley,  and  Barry  arrested  in 
New  York.  The  latter,  on  Saturday  afteniQon,  arrived  at  Elizabethtown 
in  the  steam-boat,  and  seeing,  on  landing,  the  father  of  Mr.  Shipley  on 
the  wharf,  inquired  of  him  after  his  son,  whose  life  he  threatened  to 
take.  From  thence,  armed  with  a  sword-cane  and  dirk,  he  directed  his 
steps  to  the  store  of  Mr.  Shipley,  jun.,  upon  whom,  after  closing  the 
door,  he  commenced  an  attack.  Mr.  Shipley,  who,  in  consequence  of 
Stephens's  threats,  had  provided  himself  with  a  pistol,  drew  it  from  his 
pocket,  and,  while  cocking  it,  was  sprung  upon  by  Stephens.  A  scu^e 
ensued,  in  which  the  pistol  went  off  without  hurting  either,  and  Mr. 
Shipley  succeeded  in  wresting  the  sword  from  his  assailant.  Barry  then 
felled  him  to  the  ground  with  a  blow,  jumped  upon  him,  placed  his 
knee  on  his  breast,  and  drew  out  a  short  dirk  or  dagger,  with  which  he 
stabbed  Mr.  Shipley  eight  times  in  the  breast  before  any  one  interfered. 
The  wounds  are  not  dangerous,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  S.  having  caught 
the  blade  of  the  dagger  in  his  hand.  Barry  was  talcen  to  jail,  persist- 
ing in  avowing  his  determination  to  take  the  life  of  Mr.  Shipley. 
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Froin  the  BalHmore  Chromde^^Exira. 

ATROCIOUd  CASfi  OF  STABBING. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  Mr.  Richard  Valentine,  the  manager  of  the 
country  seat  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Robert  Oliver,  Esq., 
was  stabbed  by  a  young  man  named  George  Scotchburn,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  render  his  recovery  extremely  doubtful.  We  understand 
that  Scotchburn  had  intruded  upon  the  ground  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Valentine,  and  that,  as  the  latter  approached  him  to  induce  him  to 
leave  them,  he  drew  a  dirk  with  which  he  struck  him  on  the  left  side, 
in  the  region  of  the  heart,  inflicting  a  deep  and  dangerous  wound.  It 
was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  Mr.  Valentine's  position,  at  the 
time  he  received  the  blow,  was  such  as  to  cause  the  point  of  the  wea- 
pon to  take  an  upward  direction — otherwise  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  penetrated  the  heart  and  proved  immediately  fatal.  Medical  as- 
sistance was  called  in  a  very  short  time ;  and,  although  Mr.  V.  is  hy 
no  means  yet  out  of  danger,  his  physicians  and  friends  have  some 
hope  that  he  may  survive  the  felonious  assault.  We  have  not  learned 
whether  the  young  man  was  arrested,  although^  we  understand,  a  war- 
rant was  taken  out  against  him.  He  is  said  to  De  a  fellow  of  very  bad 
character  and  propensities. 

From  the  St,  Louis  Republican. 

DISGRACEFUL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  good  order  of  our  town  was  disturbed  on  Thursday  night,  by  the 
riotous  proceedings  of  a  few  disorderly  men,  who,  about  12  o'clock, 
proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  St.  Louis  OhseiMer^  broke  open  the  doors, 
upset  the  press,  and  cast  the  types  into  the  street.  We  believe  that 
not  more  than  fifteen  ot  twenty  individuals  took  part  in  the  mob. 
About  10  o'clock,  a  drum  was  beat,  a  few  men  appeared  at  the  call, 
marched  into  Water  and  Main  Streets,  and,  without  increasing  their 
numbers,  thence  proceeded  to  execute  their  work.  One  of  the  alder- 
men, Bryan  Mullanphy,  Esq.,  attempted  to  arrest  the  proceedings, 
but  finding  it  impracticable,  being  unassisted  by  the  watch  or  any 
of  the  city  officers,  he  was  obliged  to  desist.  We  understand,  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  paragraph,  from  the  Mayor,  that  he  is  deter- 
mined to  prosecute  the  leaders  of  the  mob  to  the  extent  of  his 
powers.  We  hope  that  he  may  do  so.  We  trust  that  he  will  receive 
the  countenance  and  support  of  every  good  citizen — that  they  will,  on 
this  occasion,  manifest  a  determination,  so  far  as  exemplary  punishment 
can  go,  to  put  down  this  accursed  spirit  of  mob-law — that  reckless  and 
IstWless  men  may  be  given  to  understand  that  they  cannot  at  will 
destroy  the  property  of  any  citizen  who  may  chance  to  be  obnoxious  to 
them. 

We  put  aside  altogether  the  individual  whose  conduct  has  furnished 
a  pretended  excuse  for  the  outrageous  violation  of  the  law.  His  publi- 
cation may  have  been  imprudent ;  but  that  he  had  a  right— a  constitu- 
tional right,  which  he  should  have  surrendered  only  with  his  life's 
blood — to  review  Judge  Lawless's  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  to  de- 
clare his  own  sentiments  and  his  innocence  of  the  accusations  against 
him  in  that  charge,  is  a  position  we  hold  to  be  entirely  tenable. 
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New  York  Star. 

ATROCIOUS   MURDER. 

A  MAN  by  the  name  of  Andleton,  at  Greensborough,  (Ala.)  Nov.  2nd, 
who  had  been  flourishing  a  knife  during  the  morning,  threatening  the 
lives  of  some  of  the  citizens,  entered  a  grocery  store,  where  his  disorderly 
conduct  compelled  the  young  man  at  the  .bar,  D.  B.  Bergin,  to  shoulder 
him  out,  during  which  the  latter  received  a  lunge  from  Andleton»  that 
penetrated  his  lungs  and  liver,  and  deprived  him  of  life  in  about  fifteen 
minutes. 


Reported  for  the  Pennsylvanian. 

HORRID  MURDER. 

It  does  really  seem  as  if  our  city  is  fast  changing  its  orderly  and 
peace-loving  character,  for  one  of  violence  and  bloodshed.  Scarcely  do 
we  give  detail  of  one  crime,  before  we  are  informed  of  the  perpetration 
of  another.  A  coloured  man,  whose  name  is  not  in  our  possession,  Was 
Btabbed  to  the  heart  on  Saturday  night  last,  about  10  o'clock,  in  South 
Street,  but  two  or  three  doors  from  the  corner  of  Tenth  Street.  The 
deed  was  perpetrated  by  another  coloured  man,  named  Crawford,  as  we 
are  informed,  under  the  following  circumstances.  The  parties  first 
quarrelled  in  an  oyster  cellar,  and  came  to  blows ;  at  the  top  of  the  cel- 
lar, on  the  pavement,  the  deceased  received  the  blow  of  the  cowardly 
assassin,  who  made  his  escape,  though  it  is  rumoured  that  he  has  since 
been  arrested,  which  we  trust  is  the  case.  We  visited  the  scene  of  the 
murder  yesterday  afternoon,  and  found  that  there  is  a  spot  about  four  or 
five  feet  from  the  sideway,  on  the  stones,  where  there  is  a  large  mass  of 
gnimous  blood,  with  which  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  man  ebbed  away. 
When  again  shall  we  be  called  on  to  chronicle  such  deeds  of  violence, 
which  savour  more  of  ruthless  and  bloodthirsty  savages  than  a  refined 
and  enlightened  community  ? 

SUICIDE  AND  ATTEMPTED  MURDER. 

Of  late*  one  deed  of  horror  has  succeeded  another  with  such  fearful 
rapidity,  that  the  public  prints  have  to  a  great  extent  been  filled  with  the 
records  of  crime ;  and  atrocities,  which  a  few  years  since  would  have 
chilled  the  blood  of  the  hearer,  are  now  scarcely  regarded,  unless  attended 
with  circumstances  of  such  singularity  as  to  raise  them  from  the  common 
level.  Of  this  class  is  the  late  New  York  Tragedy ;  and  the  great  ex- 
citement consequent  upon  it,  which  is  felt  throughout  the  country,  has 
been  in  this  city  productive  of  the  usual  consequences. 

From  the  Alton  (HL)  Telegraph. 

HORRID  MURDER. 

We  learn  by  a  gentleman  of  this  place,  who  arrived  on  Monday  from 
Burlington,  Wisconsin  territory,  that  a  most  deliberate  and  cold- 
blooded murder  was  perpetrated  in  that  place  on  Wednesday  last.  The 
circumstances,  as  nearly  as  we  can  gather  them,  are  as  follows : — 

A  man,  of  the  name  of  Richardson,  had  entered  a  piece  of  land,  which 
was  considered  valuable ;  so  much  so,  that  another  man  (whose  name 
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our  informant  did  not  learn)  attempted  to  wrest  it  from  him  by  a  se- 
cond entry.  After  8orae  dispute,  both  the  parties  commenced  improv- 
ing the  land.  They  had  proceeded  in  ploughing,  until  they  came  within 
one  furrow  of  each  other,  when  Richardson  was  warned  by  his  opponent 
not  to  set  foot  upon  the  ground  he  had  broken.  Richardson,  however, 
disregarded  the  threat  and  continued  his  work,  when  the  monster  took 
deliberate  aim  with  his  rifle,  arid  shot  him  through  the  heart*.  Richard- 
son expired  without  a  groan.  The  populace,  which  soon  assembled, 
were  about  to  inflict  summary  punishment  upon  the  murderer,  and  were 
only  restrained  from  it  by  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Chester,  and  one  or  two 
other  citizens  of  the  place.  The  murderer  was  secured,  and  is  now 
awaiting  his  trial.  The  conduct  of  the  citizens  of  Burlington  is  de- 
servedly praiseworthy,  and  might  be  imitated  to  advantage  by  older  com- 
munities. 


From  the  St,  Louis  Republican. 

MURDER    UPON    MURDER. 

Some  months  ago  we  noticed  the  murder  of  Mr.  Woodbury  Massey, 
at  Dubuque,  M.  T.,  by  two  persons  named  Smith,  father  and  son. 
They  escaped  punishment,  by  the  decision  of  the  court  before  which 
they  were  indicted,  on  the  ground  of  want  of  jurisdiction.  A  few 
weeks  since  we  recorded  the  death  of  the  elder  Smith,  who  was  shot 
down  in  Galena  by  Henry  L.  Massey,  a  brother  of  W.  Massey. 

And  now  we  learn  from  the  last  Galena  Advertiser,  that,  a  week  or 
two  previous,  Miss  Massey,  a  sister,  shot  Wm.  Smithy  at  Dubuque,  and 
that  the  wound  will  probably  prove  mortal.  The  ball  entered  Smith's 
right  side,  just  above  the  third  rib,  and  lodged. 


Lafayette^  (Indiana^)  Dec,  16, 1836. 

On  Monday  evening  last  a  rencontre  took  place  at  the  store  of  M^ers. 
J.  and  J.  Woods,  in  this  town,  between  Mr.  John  Woods,  merchant  of 
this  place,  and  John  H.  W.  Frank,  junior  editor  of  the  Mercury.  Mr. 
Woods  was  stabbed.  We  understand  the  fifth  rib  on  the  left  side  was 
cut  entirely  o£P,  and  the  instrument  entered  the  cavity  of  the  heart 
through  the  right  ventricle ;  he  fell  dead  almost  instantlv. 


Louisiana  Advertiser. 

We  learn  that  a  disgraceful  afiray  (deadly  in  its  results)  took  place 
on  the  2dinst.  at  Clinton,  Miss.,  between  two  individuals,  a  Mr.  Gilbert 
of  Jackson,  and  a  Mr.  Haines.  They  fought  with  large  Bowie  knives, 
and  it  did  not  terminate  but  with  the  death  of  the  first-named  gentleman. 
The  latter  was  severely  wounded  in  several  places,  and  doubts  as  to  his 
recovery  are  entertained. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  of  the 
Journal  of  Commerce.  The  story  of  the  fracas  and  murder  was 
published  by  us  not  long  since  :— 
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The  trial  of  Col.  Washington  Whitaker  for  thci  murder  of  Owen 
Murphy,  which  you  may  have  read  in  the  newspapers  about  a  week 
since,  has  been  postponed,  to  acquire,  it  is  said,  rebutting  evidence. 
The  circumstance  was  one  of  a  shocking  nature.  Whitaker  is  of  a 
tolerable  good  family  in  Jackson,  in  this  state,  but  he  has  cultivated  a 
cruel  disposition.  From  his  b(^hood  he  has  learned  to  use  the  dirk 
with  the  dexterity  of  an  adept ;  and  can  throw  it  as  the  Jews  of  old 
did  their  javelins,  or  as  the  Spaniards  do  of  modern  ages — often  casting 
it  accurately  at  a  mark  some  ten  or  twelve  paces  distant.  Of  late  his 
talent  increased  his  cruel  habits. 

He  had  lately  arrived  here ;  and,  with  a  few  others,  had  resolved  on 
having  a  drunken  frolic,  after  leaving  the  theatre  with  his  mother  and 
sister.  They  went  first  to  the  bar-room  in  Bank's  Arcade,  where, 
having  become  Bacchi  plenusy  they  took  several  of  the  decanters  on  the 
counter,  and  emptied  them  into  a  hat  of  one  of  their  comrades,  which 
they  set  in  the  centre  of  the  room  and  set  fire  to — as  a  sacrifice  (they 
said)  to  the  people  of  Texas.  Having  paid  damages  there,  they  repaired 
to  the  restaurat  of  Armstrong,  where  they  ordered  an  oyster  supper. 
But  while  it  was  in  suspense,  Washington  roughly  and  repeatedly 
demanded  fire  to  light  a  cigar ;  and  leaped  across  the  counter  to  serve 
himself.  One  of  the  barkeepers,  remonstrating  against  this  conduct, 
was  immediately  collared  and  stabbed  in  the  most  cold-blooded  manner, 
without  hesitation,  or  farther  provocation  on  the  part  of  Murphy — as 
Whitaker  was  armed  and  determined. 


Front  the  N.  0.  Advertiser, 

HORRID   MURDER. 

By  a  gentleman,  passenger  in  the  steamer  Ion,  from  Manchester, 
arrived  last  evening,  we  have  been  furnished  with  the  particulars  of  a 
revolting  murder.  On  Saturday  evening  last,  Mr.  W.  Green,  a  respect- 
able citizen,  residing  within  one  mile  of  Grand  Gulf,  had  retired  to  rest 
but  had  not  been  in  bed  more  than  an  hour,  when  he  was  awakened 
by  the  screaming  of  one  of  his  negro  women  in  the  yard;  he  im- 
mediately got  up  to  ascertain  what  was  the  matter,  when,  to  his 
astonishment,  he  beheld  a  negro  man  cutting  and  stabbing  the  poor 
wretch  in  a  shocking  manner  with  a  large  Bowie  knife.  Mr.  G.  im- 
mediately ran  to  arrest  his  arm,  but  he  had  not  approached  within  four 
yards  of  him  when  he  drew  forth  a  pistol  and  fired  it  at  Green,  but 
without  effect. 

The  diabolical  fiend,  perceiving  his  shot  did  not  take  effect,  desisted 
from  his  horrid  butchery  of  the  w^oman,  and  rushed  upon  the  defenceless 
Mr.  Green,  inflicting  no  less  than  seventeen  dreadful  wounds  on  the 
unfortunate  man.  Not  yet  glutted  with  blood,  he  cut  his  heart  out  and 
placed  it  in  his  hand.  He  was  immediately  arrested,  and  condemned 
to  be  burned  to  death  over  a  slow  fire,  which  was  put  into  execution. 


Serious  disturbances  have  taken  place  for  several  nights  past  in  New 
York,  A  gang  of  ruffians,  calling  themselves  the  "American  party,'* 
sally  forth  every  night,  beating  unoffending  citizens,  and  directing  their 
hostility  particularly  at  foreigners. 
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A  WRiTBit  in  the  Alexandria  Gazette  sayB— >**  It  is  believed  that  a 
hundred  instances  might  be  adduced  of  individuals  being  shot  down  in 
the  street,  in  this  country,  and  no  punishment  inflicted  upon  those  who 
have  done  it." 


New  York  Evening  Post. 

A  RIOT  took  place,  the  beginning  of  last  week,  not  far  from  Black  Rock 
in  this  state.  A  fellow,  on  board  the  canal  packet-boat  "Clinton," 
knocked  down  the  steersman  of  the  new  packet-boat  **  Young  Red 
Bird  "  which  was  boarded  by  a  band  of  ruffians  armed  with  clubs,  who 
struck  aud  woUnded  several  of  the  passengers,  among  whom  was  a 
lady.  Two  females  leaped  overboard  in  the  fright,  but  were  recovered. 
Captain  Taylor  of  the  Red  Bird  was  badly  wounded.  The  new  furniture 
of  the  boat  was  demolished.  The  rioters  wore  a  white  ribbon  on  their 
hats. 


United  States  Gazette, 

SUPPOSED  MURDER. 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  nearly  opposite  Kaighn's  Point,  the  body  of  a 
man  was  found  in  the  river,  and  by  the  side  of  him  a  box,  which,  on 
opening,  the  body  of  a  boy  was  found,  with  his  head  shockingly  mangled. 
The  bodies  were  not  recognized  by  any  person.  These  make  six 
bodies  that  have  been  found  since  Saturday  night. 


New  York  Sun, 

SOMETHING   LIKE   THE    INQUISITION. 

We  copy  the  following  specimen  of  constabulary  administration  of  the 
law,  and  a  new  process  of  questioning  by  torture  from  the  Boston 
Morning  Post  of  Wednesday  last,  only  premising  that  had  a  similar 
exhibition  of  brutality  occurred  in  England,  it  would,  most  probably, 
have  excited  a  popular  commotion  : — 

**  John  Webster  was  arrested,  on  Sunday  night,  by  watchman 
Chandler,  for  breaking  windows.  He  was  taken  to  the  Gentry  watch- 
house,  where  he  refused  to  give  his  name.  In  order  to  make  him 
disclose  his  name,  Cyrus  Babbit,  constable  of  the  watch,  whipped  him 
severely  round  the  legs  with  a  cowhide,  till  the  blood  came.  After 
receiving  about  24  stripes,  Webster  gave  his  name  as  White.  Webster, 
on  Monday  forenoon,  was  fined  four  dollars  for  breaking  the  windows.*' 


Froni  ike  Louisville  Journal. 

The  editor  of  the  Western  Emigrant,  published  at  Bradford,  Ky.,  was 
lately  assaulted  in  his  own  office  by  two  ruffians,  one  a  deputy  sheriff, 
and,  during  a  short  scuffle,  he  had  an  ear  bit  off,  and  also  one  of  his 
eyes  gouged  out. 
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From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  riot  of  last  evening  at  the  Park  Theatre  is  another  of  those  dis- 
graceful circumstances  which  conduct  us  towards  the  melancholy  con- 
clusion that  there  is  not  virtue  enough  in  this  community  to  respect  the 
rights  of  property  and  personal  liberty,  nor  power  to  enforce  the  laws 
by  which  those  rights  are  guarded.  We  desire,  however,  to  avoid  this 
conclusion  as  long  as  possible,  and  therefore  wait  to  see  in  what  manner 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  administration  of  criminal  justice 
think  fit  to  proceed  in  the  afi&ir.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  annexed 
account,  which  we  copy  from  the  Times  of  this  morning,  that  any  of 
the  rioters  were  taken  into  custody ;  but  the  ringleaders  and  instigators 
are  known,  and  although  the  police,  after  the  notice  given  of  their 
designs,  are  not  absolved  from  the  guilt  of  neglect,  in  not  binding  them 
over  to  keep  the  peace,  yet  it  is  not  too  late  to  deal  with  them  after  a 
manner  which  shall  make  them  a  warning  and  an  example.  If  this  be 
not  done,  if  the  laws  may  be  trampled  on  and  defied,  if  people  are  not 
to  be  protected  from  rufiSanly  violence  in  the  pursuit  of  a  peaceable  and 
legal  occupation,  if  an  audience  assembled  for  a  lawfiil  purpose  may  be 
attacked  by  a  frantic  mob,  who  burst  the  doors  of  the  building  and  drive 
them  out  forcibly,  then  there  is  an  end  to  all  law,  and  consequently 
liberty. 


From  the  Pennsylvardan, 

A  New  Orleans  paper  states,  that  by  the  report  of  the  police  jury,  the 
whole  number  of  deaths  from  assassination  and  unknown  causes  in  that 
city  for  the  past  year  has  been  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  !  Of  this 
number  not  one- third  has  been  made  known  through  the  public.  It 
is  recommended  by  the  same  paper  that  hereafter  the  bodies  be  exposed, 
at  least  one  day,  for  recognition ;  and  that  descriptions  be  published  in 
the  daily  prints,  to  lead  to  discovery  of  the  assassins.  At  present,  a 
coroner's  inquest  is  held,  the  corpse  is  interred,  and  nothing  more  is  heard 
of  the  matter. 


Gazette^ — Florence  (^Alla,), 

A  MORTAL  COMBAT. 

A  FRIEND  at  Waterloo,  under  date  of  the  11th  instant,  has  informed 
us  of  one  of  the  most  **  glaring  outrages  ever  witnessed  in  a  civilized 
community."  It  happened  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  opposite 
Waterloo,  and  not  far  from  a  place  called  Chickasaw.  A  man,  by  the 
name  of  Garrett,  who  lived  at  the  house  of  Abel  Mentzer,  was  very  much 
abused,  (tongue -lashed,  we  suppose,)  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant^ 
by  two  men,  George  Nighton  and  William  Farney,  when  a  fight  ensued 
between  Garrett  and  his  two  foes,  Nighton  and  Farney.  In  the  midst 
of  the  conflict,  Garrett's  wife  came  to  the  relief  of  her  husband  with  a 
gun:  as  soon  as  she  appeared  with  the  gun,  she  (G.'s  wife)  was 
knocked  prostrate  by  Farney,  and  on  recovering  from  the  blow  she 
seized  a  large  knife,  and  with  it  gave  Farney  one  mortal  stab,  while 
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he  and  Nighton  were  beating  her  husband  to  death.  Both  Garrett  and 
Farney  died  instantly;  one  from  the  blows  inflicted  by  Nighton  and 
Farney,  and  the  other  fell  by  the  hand  of  Garrett's  wife.  She  was  much 
injured  in  the  battle ;  our  correspondent  does  not  know  whether  she 
will  recover  or  not.  Nighton  made  his  escape;  Garrett  ajid  Farney 
were  both  dead  before  our  informant  could  cross  the  river  and  arrive  at 
the  scene  of  death. 

One  cannot  help  sympathising  with  the  wife  of  Garrett.  A  more  tra- 
gical instance  of  the  faithfulness  of- a  wife  we  do  not  remember  ever  to 
have  heard  or  known. 

Such  a  state  of  society  (if  society  it  can  be)  is  horrible  indeed.  It  is 
time  the  county  of  Franklin  should  extend  the  strong  arm  of  the  law 
over  her  new  territory,  and  put  a  stop,  if  possible,  to  such  outrages  upon 
humanity. 


New  Orleans  Advertiser, 

TERRIBLE  AFFRAY. 

The  steamer  Carrolton,  arrived  on  Sunday  last  from  Vicksburg,  brings 
intelligence  of  a  deadly  affray  which  took  place  there  previous  to  leaving, 
between  a  planter  of  the  name  of  Randolph  and  a  Dr.  Watts,  both 
citizens  of  the  place.  It  originated  from  an  old  grudge,  said  to  have 
existed  between  the  parties  for  some  time.  It  appears  Dr.  W.  met 
Mr.  R.  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  when  he  drew  from  his 
breast  a  pistol,  which  he  fired  at  Randolph ;  but  missing  him,  and  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  unarmed,  he  ran  up  to  him,  and  inflicted  several 
severe  blows  on  his  head  with  the  butt-end  of  the  pistoL  Some  time 
after,  when  Randolph  had  recovered  from  the  blows  inflicted  on  him,  he 
armed  himself  with  a  brace  of  pistols,  and  meeting  Watts  at  the  Man- 
sion-house, where  they  both  boarded,  followed  him,  and  fired  as  he 
entered  his  own  room,  when  in  the  act  of  seating  himself  alongside  his 
lady.  The  ball  passed  through  his  right  arm  ;  with  the  other  he  made 
an  effort  to  seize  Randolph ;  but  failing,  R.  fired  a  second  pistol  at  him, 
the  ball  from  which  lodged  in  his  side.  The  doctor's  brother,  on  hehig 
informed  of  the  rencontre,  seized  a  rifle,  and  made  towards  Randolph's 
apartment,  threatening  to  break  open  the  door,  and  take  his  life.  The 
window  happening  to  be  open  at  the  moment,  R.  fired  from  it  with 
unerring  aim,  and  shot  W.  through  the  heart.  Both  the  Watts  were 
placed  on  the  same  bed ;  the  dead  and  dying — a  sight  well  calculated 
to  check  the  uncontrolled  and  fiery  passions  of  those  around. 

Randolph,  after  the  perpetration  of  the  above,  walked  deliberately 
from  the  room  into  the  street,  amongst  a  crowd  of  spectators,  with 
cocked  pistols  in  each  hand.  No  attempt  was  made  to  impede  his 
progress,  and  he  quietly  proceeded  to  the  ferry,  which  he  crossed,  seem- 
ingly under  no  apprehension  of  arrest. 


"  UNFORTUNATE  RENCONTRES." 


Every  Western  mail  brings  us  an  account  of  some  ^tr^gedy  in  real  life, 
occasioned  by  the  barbarous,  but  almost  universal,  practice  of  habitually 
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carrying  arms  about  the  person,  which  are  too  easily  used  on  the  least 
provocation.  This  practice,  the  reproach  of  those  parts  of  the  country 
in  which  it  prevails,  is,  we  apprehend,  extending  itself,  instead  of 
wearing  away.  At  any  rate,  we  never  knew  these  "unfortunate  ren- 
contres," as  it  is  usual  to  style  them,  but  which  are  too  often  horrible 
butcheries,  or  assSissinations,  more  frequent  than  now. 


DISGRACEFUL  RIOT. 

The  Baltimore  Transcript  says :  "  We  are  ashamed  of  our  task,  so 
repeatedly  are  we  called  upon  by  our  duty  to  the  public  to  enter  upon 
such  disgusting  details  as  we  have  before  us  at  present.  Our  city  is 
cursed  with  the  mania  of  disorder ;  and,  from  the  apathy  manifested  by 
those  with  whom  the  exclusive  power  is  invested,  we  are  confident  that 
the  evil  which  we  deprecate  will  never  meet  with  an  efficient  resistance 
till  the  united  voices  of  the  citizens  are  lifted  up  against  it.  Last  night, 
at  about  eight  o'clock,  an  assemblage  of  the  most  abandoned  characters 
had  taken  place  in  Bath- street  and  its  vicinity,  and  riot  shortly  after 
burst  with  all  its  base  profanity  upon  the  air.  A  general  fight  ensued ; 
stones  and  brickbats  were  hurled  like  hail  from  the  contending  parties, 
till  they  had  mingled  in  a  meUe,  when  the  formidable  bludgeons  with 
which  they  were  armed  were  brought  into  play  and  eventually  fire- 
arms were  put  in  operation,  and  the  frequent  reports  portended  a  fatal 
result.     This,  however,  has  not  occurred. 


Froni  Ote  Daily  Focus, 

We  understand  that  an  affray,  which  was  nigh  proving  very  serious, 
took  place  on  Sunday  afternoon,  at  the  dep6t  of  the  National  Troops, 
situated  near  Broad-street  and  the  Columbia  railroad.-  It  appears  that 
a  numerous  body  of  men  and  boys  had  collected  around  a  company  of 
Grermans,  enlisted  for  the  Florida  campaign,  and  were  ordered  by  the 
latter  to  stand  back  from  their  prescribed  limits ;  which  a  portion  of 
the  mob  refusing  to  do,  the  German  Volunteers  found  it  necessary  to 
use  force — the  mob  resisted,  and  a  violent  and  somewhat  bloody  scufl3e 
ensued,  several  being  very  severely  wounded  in  the  affray.  Whether 
the  volunteers  used  more  force  than  was  necessary  we  are  unable  to 
say,  as  we  were  not  present  ourselves ;  but  as  the  circumstances  were 
detailed  to  us,  we  think  the  citizens  were  in  the  wrong ;  and  that  what- 
ever injury  they  may  have  received  can  only  be  chargeable  to  them- 
selves. This,  like  the  most  of  riots,  originated  with  the  boys,  and 
children  of  a  larger  growth  finally  became  implicated  in  the  affair. 


SHOCKING  EVENT. 

"  We  copy  the  following  horrid  details  from  the  Louisville  (K.)  Jour- 
nal. We  learn  that  a  most  disastrous  encounter  occurred  two  or  three 
days  ago  on  Plumb  Creek,  in  Shelby  county.  The  circumstances,  as  we 
are  informed,  are  nearly  as  follows : — There  had  been  for  some  time  a 
dispute  between  Mr.  John  Turnham  and  Mr.  Grenville  Allen — two 
youQg  gentlemen  of  wealth  and  respectability,  both  just  married, — in 
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regard  to  the  boundary  line  between  a  couple  of  plantationi.  On  Tuei- 
day  or  Wednesday  last,  they  met  on  or  near  the  disputed  line,  each 
attended  by  friends  or  relatives,  and,  after  some  wrangling,  Tumham 
shot  Allen  through  the  breast  with  a  rifle,  whereupon  a  cousin  of  Allen, 
with  another  rifle,  shot  Turnham  through  the  head.  Both  died  on  the 
spot.'' 


EXTRAORDINARY    VILLANT. 

The  Lowell  (Mass.)  Courier  of  Tuesday  last  mentions  that,  as  the  morn- 
ing train  of  cars  from  Boston  were  entering  that  city  the  day  previous,  a 
gun  was  discharged  at  them  by  a  'person  from  Swan's  Bridge.  When 
the  evening  train  for  Boston  passed  the  same  place,  another  gun  was 
discharged,  and  one  man  in  the  last  car  (the  Beividere)  received  a  few 
buckshot  in  one  of  his  arms.  Several  pieces  of  wood  have  been  found  on 
the  track  in  that  vicinity  within  a  month. 


STABBING,  &C.  &C. 

The  Baton  Rouge  Gazette  of  the  2*7 th  inst.,  after  detailing  several  in- 
stances of  stabbing,  riots,  and  the  like,  which  have  lately  occurred  in  that 
vicinity,  says,  that  a  few  days  since,  at  Raccourci  Bend,  a  person,  acting 
as  an  overseer,  called  on  another  to  collect  some  money  owing  to  him : 
the  other  replied  that  he  would  settle  if  he  would  go  into  the  yard ;  on 
doing  so  he  was  attacked  by  the  other  with  a  Bowie  knife,  and  literally 
hewed  to  pieces.     The  aggressor  was  arrested. 


Baltimore  Chronicle. 

RIOTING. 

The  peaceable  and  orderly  part  of  our  citizens  will  have  to  set  their 
faces  against  all  public  celebrations  until  we  are  provided  with  an 
efficient  police.  Upon  almost  every  occasion  where  a  crowd  is  drawn 
together,  we  are  sure  to  be  treated  with  a  fight  or  a  riot.  On  Monday, 
whilst  the  military  of  the  city  were  ranged  in  a  line  in  front  of 
our  office,  our  attention  was  aroused  by  a  loud  outcry,  and,  a  moment 
afterwards,  a  man  in  citizen's  dress  was  seen  rushing  through  the  ranks 
with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  threatening  every  one  in  his  way.  No 
police  appeared,  and  the  duty  of  arresting  him  devolved,  we  believe, 
upon  a  musician  of  one  of  the  companies,  who  is  also  a  police  officer.  In 
another  part  of  the  crowd,  we  understood,  there  was  another  fracas,  and 
Bowie  knives  and  pistols  gleamed  among  the  swords  and  bayonets  of  the 
military.  In  the  course  of  the  same  day  a  person  was  knocked  down 
and  very  seriously  injured  in  Monument  Street,  and  was  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  the  store  of  a  respectable  gentleman,  who  probably  saved  his 
life  by  arming  his  household,  and  threatening  to  shoot  any  man  who 
should  dare  to  cross  his  threshold. 

The  truth  is,  our  police  is  totally  useless.  Rioters  laugh  at  it  The 
citizens  have  no  confidence  in  it.  There  are  some  good  watchmen  and 
some  good  lieutenants  of  the  watch,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  bailifiis  who 
are  willing  to  do  their  duty ;  but  as  for  the  rest,  they  are  rather  of  the 
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mob  than  against  them.  The  city  would  be  jntt  as  well  without  them. 
Our  mayor  would  do  his  duty  always,  but  his  great  age  prevents  him 
from  personal  interference  and  supervision,  and  his  subordinate  officers 
have  an  interest  in  concealing  from  him  the  irregularities  which  they  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  suppress  or  prevent. 


THE    BOSTON    RIOT. 

The  committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  losses  of  individuals  at  the 
riot  have  reported  that  the  total  is  over  3,000  dollars,  not  including  the 
injury  to  buildings. 

Twenty-nine  families  have  been  more  or  less  afflicted  by  this  lawless 
attack  upon  their  homes.  There  are  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  individuals  composing  these  families,  seventy-nine  of  whom  are 
women  and  children,  the  greater  part  of  these  have  been  deprived  of  all 
clothing,  save  those  articles  they  happened  to  be  wearing  at  the  time  of 
the  attack.  Many  individuals  have  not  a  single  article  of  property  now 
remaining. 

A  very  worthy  and  unoffending  citizen,  sitting  in  his  chamber,  had 
just  time  to  run  down  stairs  and  to  bolt  the  door,  when  it  was  assailed 
and  broken  open.  Everything  in  that  house  is  now  in  ruins, — even  a 
cooking  stove  was  thrown  down  and  broken  to  pieces.  Every  bed  in  the 
house  was  cut  open  and  the  contents  thrown  into  the  streets.  The  oc- 
cupants of  the  rooms  lost  over  200  dollars  in  cash,  the  rioters  seizing  the 
money. 

Another  person  lost  his  stock,  valued  at  500  dollars,  together  with 
nearly  500  dollars  in  cash,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  in  specie, 
and  all  his  furniture.  Clothing  was  in  many  instances  found  torn  into 
shreds — the  newly-made  shoes  of  a  shoemaker  cut  in  pieces — tables, 
chairs,  feathers,  crodltry,  &c.  &c.,  thrown  into  one  confused  mass.  An 
honest  labourer  was  robbed  of  452  dollars,  which  he  kept  in  a  box  at 
home.  A  tailor,  his  wife,  and  child,  were  deprived  literally  of  every- 
thing, the  husband  being  in  Charlestown  during  the  whole  of  the  riot. 

Numerous  other  instances  are  detailed ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  solicit  donations  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers. 


SAD   EVENTS. 


r^Nsw  Orleans  for  some  days  past  has  been  the  scene  of  melancholy 
transactions.  Never,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  were  committed  so 
many  murders  and  suicides.  On  Friday,  while  a  man  was  undergoing 
the  sentence  of  the  law  for  the  crime  of  murder,  another  man  was  com- 
mitting a  similar  crime  in  the  third  municipality,  and  two  young  men  in 
the  first  municipality  sought  to  end  their  sorrows  by  self-immolation ! 
These  last  two  were  remarkable  for  a  singular  coincidence  of  motives, 
and  public  compassion  was  strongly  excited  by  the  suicide  of  two  sons  on 
hearing  the  fatal  news  of  the  decease  of  their  respective  mothers ! 

On  Monday  two  murders  were  perpetrated,  and  on  Tuesday  a  criminal 
trial,  which  had  excited  a  sad  interest,  was  terminated  by  suicide.  The 
unfortunate  youth  whose  arm,  impelled  by  we  know  not  what  blind 
passion,  had  struck  down  an  inoffensive  being,  struck  at  and  ended  his 
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own  life  in  prison,  at  the' moment  he  was  about  to  appear  hefore  the 
court.  Educated  in  exalted  sentiments  of  honor,  tenderly  beloved  by  his 
family,  and  esteemed  by  his  acquaintance,  he  was  unable  to  contemplate 
the  horrid  fate  that  menaced  him;  and,  yielding  to  the  tortures  of  remorse 
for  a  deed  w^hich  was  surely  unpremeditated,  or  recoiling  before  the 
horror  of  a  disgraceful  end,  he  snatched  himself  from  the  risk  of  under- 
going a  capital  punishment. 


THE   BOWIE    KNIFE. 

The  New  York  Sun,  in  speaking  of  the  murders  which  are  continually 
occurring  from  the  practice  of  wearing  secret  weapons,  and  which  are 
rapidly  earning  us  the  name  of  a  nation  of  assassins,  mentions  an  oc- 
currence at  the  Franklin  Theatre  in  that  city  on  Saturday  evening. 
"It  appears  that  the  barkeeper  of  the  saloon  got  into  a  dispute  with  a 
Missouri  gentleman,  relative  to  the  southern  character,  during  which 
the  latter  became  enraged,  and  stabbed  the  barkeeper  twice  in  the  thigh 
and  once  in  the  abdomen,  The  assassin  escaped  before  he  could  be 
arrested,  and  his  victim  lies  in  the  most  agonizing  and  dangerous  state." 


From  ike  Germaniown  Telegraph* 

THE    BOWIE    KNIFE. 

This  weapon,  which  has  been  several  times  named  in  our  columns,  is 
longer  and  heavier  than  a  butcher's  knife,  intended  to  cut  or  thrust,  and 
was  invented  by  Col.  James  Bowie,  who  was  killed  by  the  Mexicans  at 
the  capture  of  the  Alamo  in  Bexar.  The  circumstance  which  gave  rise 
to  its  name  was  about  as  creditable  as  the  purposes  which  it  has  since 
subserved.  Some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  the  particulars  of 
which  we  published  at  the  time,  three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Bowie,  in 
one  of  the  southern  states,  had  a  deadly  conflict  with  several  other  persons, 
armed  with  every  species  of  weapon,  and  among  the  rest  the  large  knife 
of  which  we  are  now  speaking.  This  was  handled  by  the  brothers  with 
such  dexterity  as  to  decide  the  conflict  in  their  favour,  although  numbers 
were  against  them,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  called  by  their  name,  the 
Bowie  knife.  It  is  made  to  carry  under  the  coat,  and  is  now  always 
worn  by  '*  gentlemen  slabbers  "  in  the  South  and  West, 

We  understand  that  an  order  has  been  received  at  the  SheflBeld  cutlery 
establishment,  at  this  place,  for  several  thousand  of  these  knives,  intended 
for  the  southern  and  western  markets. 


The  relation  of  the  annexed  outrage  is  copied  from  the  Louisville  Jour- 
nal. Offences  of  this  character,  if  not  promptly  followed  with  the  punish- 
ment which  violated  laws  demand,  must  rest  as  a  stigma  upon  the  whole 
people  of  the  state  within  whose  borders  they  are  committed.  One  of 
the  parties  to  the  outrage  is  declared  to  be  the  sheriff  of  the  county ! — 

"  We  derive  from  a  respectable  traveller  the  particulars  of  one  of  the 
most  atrocious  and  horrible  occurrences  that  ever  disgraced  the  annals  of 
human  life,  civilized  or  savage.  A  feeble-bodied  man,  whose  name  we 
did  not  learn ,  settled  a  few  years  ago  on  the  Mississippi,  a  short  distance 
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below  Randolph,  on  the  Tennessee  side.  He  succeeded  in  amassing 
property  to  the  value  of  about  14,000  dollars,  and,  like  the  most  of  the 
settlers,  made  a  business  of  selling  wood  to.  the  boats.  This  he  sold  at 
2  dollars  and  50  cents  a  cord,  while  his  neghbours  asked  3  dollars.  One  of 
them  came  to  remonstrate  against  his  underselling,  and  had  a  fight  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Clark,  in  which  he  was  beaten.  He  then  went  to 
obtain  legal  process  against  Clark,  and  returned  with  a  deputy-sheriff, 
attended  by  a  posse  of  desperate  villains.  When  they  arrived  at  Clark's 
house,  he  was  seated  among  his  children,  and  they  instantly  fired  on  him, 
wounding  two  children,  and  putting  two  or  three  balls  through  his  body. 
Clark  ran,  was  overtaken  and  knocked  down ;  in  the  midst  of  his  cries 
for  mercy,  one  of  the  villains  fired  a  pistol  in  his  mouth,  killing  him 
instantly.  They  then  required  the  settler  to  sell  his  property  to  them 
and  leave  the  country.  He,  fearing  that  they  would  otherwise  take  his 
life,  sold  them  his  valuable  property  for  300  dollars,  and  departed  with 
his  family.    The  sheriff  was  one  of  the  purchasers. 


DUELLING   IN    NEW    ORLEANS. 

A  MOST  unfortunate  rencontre  took  place  yesterday  at  the  City  Hotel, 
(long known  as  Bishop's  Hotel,)  between  a  Mr.  Naylor,  of  Donaldsonville 
in  this  State,  and  a  Mr.  Brounaugh  of  this  city.     It  seems  that  the  former 
gave  the  latter,  several  days  since,  a  note  of  2,000  dollars  to  negotiate  for 
him.     The  latter  (Brounaugh),  it  seems,  kept  the  note  beyond  the 
specified  time  at  which  the  note  or  the  money  was  to  be  returned  to  the 
owner,  Mr.  Naylor.     The  latter  had  called  on  him  for  one  or  the  other 
without  success.     It  so  happened  that  Brounaugh  absented  himself  in 
some  way,  so  that  the  opposite  party  could  not  see  him  for  two  or  three 
days;  whereupon  Naylor   posted  him  as   a  swindler  and  scoundrel. 
Soon  afterwards,  or  the  next  day,  Brounaugh  appeared  and  pulled  down 
the  hand-bills,  and  posted  up  Naylor  as  a  d — -— d  liar  and  scoundrel. 
Yesterday,  about  three  o'clock,  they  met  in  the  bar-room  of  Bishop's 
Hotel,  amidst  a  crowd  of  people;  some  angry  words  ensued,  when  they 
both  drew  pistols  and  fired,  being  only  three  or  four  paces  apart.     Two 
balls  entered  the  side  of  the  chest  of  Naylor,  one  of  which  passed  through 
his  heart ;  he  fell  and  expired  in  a  few  moments  afterwards.  Brounaugh 
received  Naylors  ball  in  his  groin,  and,  while  in  the  act  of  falling,  he  re- 
ceived another  ball  from  a  third  pistol,  fired  by  a  friend  of  Naylor,  which 
passed  through  Brounaugh's  body,  who  fainted  and  fell,  and  was  thought 
to  he  dead.     Naylor  only  spoke  one  or  two  words  after  he  fell.     Some 
one  exclaimed,  as  Brounaugh  fell,  "  He  is  dead  ! "    **  Who  is  dead?  " 
faltered  Naylor.  "  Brounaugh,"  replied  a  spectator.  "  Huzza  !  Huzza !/' 
feebly  articulated  Naylor,  who   expired  in   ten  minutes  afterwards. 
Brounaugh's  life  is  despaired  of,  if  he  is  not  already  dead.     Of  him  I 
know  little  or  nothing.     Naylor  was  a  tall,  fine-looking  young  man, 
twenty-six  years  of  i^e,  and  full  six  feet  high,  a  native  of  Missouri,  but 
for  some  years  past  deputy  surveyor  of  the  state.     His  friends  represent 
his  character  as  without  a  blemish.     They  say  he  was  a  young  man  of 
high  and  noble  feelings,  a  warm  and  sincere  friend,  and  of  a  brave  and 
courageous  disposition.     He  was  much  beloved  and  respected  by  his 
friends.     A  large  concourse  of  people  attended  his  funeral  to-day.     I 
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went  to  see  hie  oorpse  after  it  was  laid  out,  and  I  never  beheld  a  more  placid 
and  calm  countenance  exhibited  before  in  a  corpse.  He  looked  for  all 
the  world  like  a  man  in  a  calm  sleep.  His  friends  said  his  manner  was 
exceedingly  polite  and  urbane  while  living.  This  tragical  event  has  pro- 
duced considerable  excitement  and  talk  in  New  Orleans. 

What  a  place  of  excitement  this  is !  To^ay  is  Sunday,  and  since  1 
have  been  engaged  in  writing  this  letter,  the  funeral  of  Naylor  has  been 
going  on.  The  Louisiana  Greys,  a  beautiful  and  well-drilled  volunteer 
company,  with  a  fine  band  of  music,  has  been  parading  under  my  window. 
Two  steam-boats  are  throwing  off  noisy  steam  just  ready  to  leave  the 
levee,  loaded  with  people  for  the  races,  while  all  the  theatres,  as  uanal, 
are  to  be  open  to-night.  Mad.  Celeste  is  playing  at  the  St.  Charles, 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  and  others  at  the  American,  and  a  splendid  Italian  Com- 
pany opens  to-night  at  the  Theatre  d'Orleans.  And  thus  we  go,  hurly- 
hurley  forward  in  this  world  in  miniature. 


From  the  Chicago  Commercial  Advertiser, 

We  learn  from  a  gentleman,  James  Kinzie,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  who  has 
just  ascended  the  Illinois  river,  that  a  most  melancholy  occurrence  took 
place  on  Saturday,  the  18th  inst.,  at  about  5  miles  from  its  mouth, 
where,  through  the  obstinacy  of  the  captains  of  two  steam-boats,  one  of 
their  boats  was  sunk,  and  the  lives  of  all  the  deck  passengers,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  twenty,  lost,  and  the  freight  and  baggage  entirely 
destroyed. 

The  captain  of  the  Wisconsin,  which  was  then  ascending  the  river, 
had  repeatedly  stated,  that  if  he  should  meet  the  Tiskilwa,  and  her 
captain  would  not  give  him  a  clear  channel,  he  should  run  her  down. 
This,  it  seemed,  provoked  the  captain  of  the  other  boat,  and  he  became 
as  obstinately  determined  not  to  turn  out  of  his  course.  Both  hoats 
met  about  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  a  time  when  all  the  passengers 
were  in  bed,  and  steered  directlv  for  each  other  till  within  only  a  few 
rods,  when  the  captain  of  the  Tiskilwa  endeavoured,  but  too  late,  to  avoid 
the  concussion,  and,  turning  a  little  out  of  the  course,  thus  gave  a  fair 
broadside  to  the  ascending  boat,  which  took  her  behind  the  wheel,  and 
she  sunk  in  less  than  three  minutes  after  she  was  struck.  The  first 
notice  of  their  extreme  danger  which  the  cabin  passengers  received 
was  the  screams  of  those  below,  who  were  drowning ;  and  without  even 
time  to  put  on  their  clothes,  they  merely  escaped  by  jumping  through 
the  windows  of  the  cabin,  whicn,  fortunately  tor  them,  had  been  com- 
pletely separated  from  the  sinking  boat  by  the  shock. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garret,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  of  this  city,  were 
among  the  cabin  passengers,  and  were  saved. 

The  captain  of  the  Wisconsin  is  stated  to  have  acted,  even  to  the 
ladies,  in  a  most  brutal  manner,  having  put  them  ashore  barefooted,  at 
more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  from  any  habitation,  and  with  nothkig  but 
their  night-clothes  on.  Report  says  that  the  men  were  even  worse 
treated,  as  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  their  getting  on  board  the 
Wisconsin, 
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From  the  Washingim  Correspondent  of  the  New  York  Daily 

Advertiser. 

JOHN    qUINCT   ADAMS. 

I  RBGRET  to  infbtm  you  that  this  distinguished  man  is  almost  daily 
receiving  anonymous  communications  from  the  South  and  elsewhere, 
threatening  him  with  assassination,  mohhing,  and  especially  Lynching. 
Much  as  the  ill-judged  and  unjust  course  of  the  ex-President  must  be 
deprecated  by  every  candid  man,  his  age,  as  well  as  the  services  he  has 
rendered  the  country,  if  not  his  acknowledged  wisdom,  should  call  at 
least  for  the  respect  of  all  parties. 


From  the  Nash,  (Tenn.)  Whig,  Oct.  24. 

MURDER — A  LARGE  REWARD. 

A  REWARD  of  one  thousand  dollars  is  oifered  in  this  morning's  paper 
for  the  apprehension  of  John  and  Solomon  Step,  who,  on  the  10th  inst., 
inhumanly  butchered  an  old  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Fraley,  in  Harden 
county.  The  circumstances  of  the  murder  we  gather  from  the  Tus- 
cumbia  Alabamian  of  Saturday.  The  Steps  resided  in  Tishimingo 
county,  Miss.,  and  had  a  misunderstanding  with  a  Mr.  Lenox,  the  son- 
in-law  of  Fraley.  In  Lenox's  absence  they  made  a  rude  assault  upon 
his  family,  for  which  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  young  Fraley,  held 
them  to  personal  accountability.  A  rencontre  ensued,  and  the  deceased 
(the  elder  Fraley)  interposing  as  peacemaker  received  fatal  stabs  at 
the  hands  of  John  Step,  and  almost  instantly  expired.  It  is  believed 
the  Steps  will  make  for  Texas.  This  is  the  fourth  fatal  afiray  in  this 
State  we  have  recorded  in  the  last  three  months — all,  too,  in  Middle 
Tennessee.  Such  outrages,  we  confess,  reflect  a  stain  upon  the  morals 
of  our  commonwealth. 


From  the  Bay  State  Democrat. 

FSDSRAL   VtOLATIOMS  OF   THE   LAW — A  GLANCE  AT  THE  TEN  CENT. 

REBELLION. 

Have  the  people  of  Massachusetts  forgotten  the  conduct  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Federal  party,  when  they  assembled  in  this  city  to  mob  the  Post 
Office  or  compel  the  Postmaster  to  violate  the  orders  of  his  superior  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  ? 

Mr.  Webster,  in  1816,  was  the  mover  of  a  law  which  compelled  the 
Gbyemment  to  refuse  all  bills  of  banks  that  did  not  pay  specie.  When 
the  banks  suspended  in  May,  1837,  Mr.  Kendal  sent  orders  to  the 
Postmaster  of  Boston  to  enforce  that  law,  and  notice  to  that  effect  was 
posted  up  in  the  City  Hall. 

In  the  evening  a  terribly  excited  meeting  was  held  in  ToplifiPs  Readings 
Room.  Some  one  moVed  to  put  in  Mr.  Mark  Healy  chairman.  He 
was  then  in  the  incipient  stage  of  conservatism,  but  he  was  hissed 
down,  from  suspicion  of  being  a  friend  to  the  Administration.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  a  furious  Whig,  and  the  Postmaster  of  the  city  was 
fummoned  to  appear  before  the  enraged  assembly.    He  came  and 

u  2 
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attempted  to  read  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kendall  in  jastification  of  his  course, 
but  the  moment  that  name  was  uttered  the  yells  were  hideous.  **  To 
Faneuil  Hall!  to  Faneuil  Hall  !'*  was  the  infuriated  cry  of  the  merchant 
mob.  "  Resign  !  resign  i"  was  the  cry  to  the  Postmaster,  "  and  we 
will  see  who  dares  take  the  office.'*  Such  was  the  terror  of  the  moment, 
that  too  many  yielded  themselves  to  the  fury  of  the  blast,  and  did  not 
sustain,  as  they  should  have  done,  the  course  of  the  Administration  and 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  Their  reason  was,  that  if  they  bad  not 
temporized  there  would  have  been  a  horrible  riot. 

The  next  morning,  the  merchant  mob  assembled  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
Men  were  excited  to  a  pitch  of  madness.  Mr.  Zebedee  Cook  offered 
resolutions  declaring  that  the  specie  order  should  not  be  enforced— 
that  it  should  be  prevented  at  all  hazards^  peaceably  if  we  can^  forcibly 
if  we  must  The  meeting  pledged  itself  to  sustain  the  Postmaster  in 
resisting  the  laws,  and  but  one  word  from  a  leader  would  have  carried 
the  mob  forth  to  pull  down  the  Post  Office.  Reason  was  stifled.  Mr. 
Lewis  Josselyn,  an  estimable  citizen,  a  Democrat,  rose  to  tell  them  they 
were  mobbing  down  Daniel  Webster's  own  law,  and  he  was  seized  by 
ruffians,  and  the  flap  of  his  coat  torn  off  in  pulling  him  down  from  the 
rostrum. 

Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Greorge  Bond  checked  the  fury  of  their 
followers,  and  finally  got  them  to  postpone  their  measures  of  violence, 
under  a  belief  that  the  City  Postmaster  would  resist  the  law.  But  even 
they  denounced  public  men  in  the  spirit  of  maniacs.  Mr.  Lawrence 
said  that  no  people  on  Grod's  earth  were  so  trampled  on  by  their  rulers 
as  the  people  of  this  country ;  and  Mr.  Bond  said  that  if  Amos  Kendall 
were  present  he  would  be  torn  in  pieces  ! 


From  a  New  Orleans  Paper. 

ANOTHER   MURDER. 

Murders  are  as  plenty  in  New  Orleans  as  blackberries,  and  yet  the 
perpetrators  of  them  are  seldom  made  to  pay  the  forfeit  of  their  crimes 
by  being  "  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  are  dead  " — a  punishment 
they  so  richly  deserve^  and  which  the  safety  of  society  impeiioudy 
requires. 


From  the  Savannah  Georgian. 

A  BASE  attempt  was  made  on  Saturday  last,  at  the  dep6t  of  the  South 
Carolina  railroad  in  Hamburg,  to  take  the  life  of  Wm.  E.  Jones,  Esq. 
Editor  of  the  Augusta  Chronicle.  Robert  Glover,  a  desperate  character, 
drew  two  large  pistols  on  Mr.  Jones,  and  was  only  prevented  from  using 
them  by  the  crowd  which  shielded  Mr.  J.,  who  was  armed  with  a  small 
pocket  pistol.  Mr.  Jones  had  spoken  in  his  paper  in  strong  terms  of 
the  conduct  of  Glover,  in  assaulting  and  biting  off  the  nose  of  one  of 
the  city  officers, — which  induced  the  attempt  to  murder. 


New  York  Correspondent, 

Murders  are  rife  here.    Not  a  day  now  passes  without  one.    Yester- 
day morning,  a  woman  at  day*break,  looking  out  of  her  window  in 
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Front-street,  saw  four  men  murder  another.  Her  husband  ran  to  the 
Police  Office  for  officers;  before  they  returned,  the  body  was  taken  off, 
and  has  not  yet  been  found.  Two  negro  boys  quarrelled  yesterday  and 
one  stabbed  the  other.  Another  black  fellow,  yesterday,  came  behind  a 
coloured  woman  in  Centre-street,  and  cut  her  lip  half  off  with  a  razor : 
it  is  supposed  he  meant  to  cut  her  throat. 


A  PARAGRAPH  lu  the  Louisville  Journal  states  that  Prentice,  the 
senior  editor  of  that  paper,  had  been  attacked  at  the  Harrodsburg  Springs 
by  Thos.  P.  Moore.  "  Mr.  Moore"  (the  Jownal  adds)  "  advanced  upon 
Mr.  Prentice  with  a  drawn  pistol  and  fired  at  him ;  Mr.  Prentice  then 
fired,  neither  shot  taking  effect.  Mr.  Prentice  then  drew  a  second 
pistol,  when  Mr.  Moore  quailed  and  said  he  had  no  other  arms ;  where- 
upon Mr.  Prentice,  from  a  superabundant  magnanimity,  spared  Mr. 
Moore's  life." 


A  DISGRACEFUL  riot  took  placc  in  Baltimore  on  Friday.  The  Tran- 
script says  it  was  committed  by  a  band  of  some  hundred  and  fifty 
rascals  consisting  of  young  men  and  boyst  A  rush  was  made  upon  the 
fruit-dealers,  who  were  dragged  from  their  temporary  couches,  assailed 
with  brickbats,  and  despoiled  of  every  article  of  fruit  that  these  infamous 
marauders  could  lay  hands  on :  they  then  deliberately  stuffed  them- 
selves to  satiety  in  the  presence  of  those  whom  they  had  robbed.  After 
a  series  of  insults  and  abuse  the  banditti  marched  off  with  their  spoils, 
shouting  and  laughing  at  their  exploits.  Several  of  the  market-people 
were  severely  injured  by  the  blows  received  from  their  base  assailants. 


MOB    IN   NEW   YORK. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  windows  of  Masonic  Hall  are  seen  this  morning  broken  in,  and 
other  marks  of  violence  appear  about  the  building. 

The  cause  was  a  mob  which  assembled  last  evening  about  the  walls 
of  the  building.  Mrs.  F.  Wright  Darusmont  lectured  there  last  even- 
ing (Sunday)  to  a  large  number  of  persons.  Some  attempts  were  made 
to  interrupt  her  with  hisses  and  hootings,  but  they  were  put  down  by 
the  police  who  were  in  attendance.  After  the  lecture  was  concluded, 
the  male  part  of  the  audience  retired  through  the  dense  crowd  at  the 
door,'  of  the  hall,  which  was  rapidly  increasing,  and  finally  numbered 
several  thousands.  The  females  who  were  at  the  lecture  then  attempted 
to  pass  out.     The  Express  says  : — 

"  This  movement  was  not  effected  without  the  most  degrading  insult, 
and  partial  and  personal  violence  from  the  mob.  The  bonnet  of  each 
female  was  upturned  as  she  passed,  and  the  most  disgusting  epithets 
applied  to  each  passer-by." 

These  friends  of  good  order,  morals,  and  religion  were  looking  for  the 
lecturer  of  the  evening.  She  issued  from  the  building  at  last :  the  crowd 
made  a  rush  towards  her,  but  the  police,  in  a  double  row,  kept  them 
off,  and,  after  proceeding  some  distance,  she  was  put  into  a  coach  and 
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hurried  o£F,  amid  a  horrible  din  of  oaths  and  shouts.    The  Express  gives 
the  rest  of  the  narrative  thus  : — 

*^  The  scenes  of  violence  did  not  end  here.  Several  females  who  were 
at  the  same  time  passing  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway  were  assailed 
by  a  band  of  ruffians,  and  most  shamefully  treated.  Two  of  their  num- 
ber, viz.,  William  Taylor  and  John  H.  Miller,  were  secured  by  the 
watch,  and  safely  lodged  in  Bridewell.  Excitement  and  violence  seemed 
now  to  reign  in  every  quarter.  Officer  Benjamin  Hays,  with  a  friend, 
was  passing  down  Pearl-street,  and,  when  near  the  corner  of  Centre- 
street,  they  encountered  a  mob  of  about  one  hundred  persons,  who  had 
assembled,  seemingly  with  the  determination  to  end  the  night  in  riot 
and  confusion.  Mr.  Hays  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the  rioters,  and,  at 
the  imminent  peril  of  his  own  life,  secured  two  of  the  ringleaders,  Ale^L- 
ander  Fanning  and  David  Knapp,  who,  with  the  aid  of  the  watchmen, 
were  safely  lodged  in  prison,  and  the  mob  then  dispersed." 


From  the  CharloUevUle  Advocate, 

We  learn  from  the  Lexingtotk  Gazette  that  an  unfortunate  ocscurrence 
took  place  in  that  town  about  ten  days  since,  in  which  Mr.  WilUamM. 
Bowen  was  shot  by  Colonel  Joseph  Winn,  in  front  of  the  Eagle  Hotel. 
The  provocation  is  stated  by  the  Gazette  to  be  some  base  and  unfounded 
calumnies  which  Mr.  Bowen  had  published  against  the  character  of  the 
female  members  of  Colonel  Winn's  family.  After  a  full  investigation 
of  the  matter  by  an  examining  court,  the  members  of  the  court  were 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  insult  being  of  the  grossest  nature,  and, 
from  the  irresponsible  character  of  Bowen,  the  law  having  failed  to  pro- 
vide a  proper  remedy.  Colonel  Winn  was' justifiable,  or  at  least  excusap 
ble,  in  taking  the  law  in  his  own  hands,  and  inflicting  summary 
vengeance  upon  the  reckless  assailer  of  the  character  of  his  &mily.  He 
was  therefore  honourably  acquitted. 

We  do  not  think  the  above  needs  any  comment. 


GAMBLING  ON  THE  WESTERN  WATERS. 

The  Grafton  (///.)  Backiooodsman  has  an  article  on  the  prevalence  of 
gambling  on  board  the  steamers  in  the  western  rivers.  It  records  the 
death  of  several  individuals  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  and  the  follow- 
ing extract  shows  a  state  of  morals  almost  too  depraved  for  belief : — 

"  Numbers  have  come  to  the  west,  taking  passage  on  board  of  a 
boat,  and  never  been  heard  of  again.  In  repeated  instances,  within  the 
last  few  years,  letters  have  been  addressed  to  us  from  a  distance,  with 
anxious  inquiries  for  a  friend,  from  whom  no  tidings  had  come  since  be 
was  on  the  point  of  embarking  on  board  of  a  boat.  It  was  feated  that 
he  had  fallen  overboard,  or  died  on  the  passage,  and  we  were  implored 
in  the  most  affecting  terms  to  seek  intelligence  of  his  fate.  Our  earnest 
endeavours  in  most  instances  have  proved  unavailing.  Could  the  deep 
and  turbid  waters  of  our  rivers  reveal  their  tecrets,  they  would  tell  but 
too  often  of  the  long  silence  of  those  absent  friends.  The  midnight  gam- 
bling, the  fierce  quarrel,  the  dirk,  the  sullen  plunge  of  the  ghastly  corpse, 
with  heavy  weights  attached,  all  follow  in  quick  succession,  and  with 
the  unerring  certainty  that  effect  follows  cause." 
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CIVIUSATION  IN  WISCONSIN. 

The  Dubuque  News  saye,  *'  At  Cassville,  on  Saturday  last,  a  dispute 
arose  between  a  joymg  man  by  the  name  of  Russell  and  a  Mr.  Oliver, 
when  Oliver  drew  a  pistol  and  shot  him  down.  He  expired  immediately. 
Oliver  was  arrested  and  imprisoned." 

Can  there  be  much  difference  between  the  Indians  and  whites  in  bar- 
barism, when  such  infamous  scenes  of  murder  are  enacted  ? 


From  the  Troy  Whig, 

The  account  of  the  destruction  of  **  Pennsylvania  Hall,"  in  Philadel- 
phia, by  a  mob,  on  Thursday  evening,  will  be  read  with  painful  interest 
Such  scenes,  almost  continually  enacted  in  our'  country,  most  justly 
excite  deep  emotions  in  the  minds  of  the  liberal  and  tolerant,  of  the 
friends  of  peace  and  order,  and  of  the  lovers  of  the  republic. 


FATAL  EBNCONTRE. 

A  few  days  since  a  meeting  took  place  between  Messrs.  J.  T.  Bowie 
and  C.  K.  ^orown,  at  Gallatin,  Miss.,  when  the  latter  was  shot  through 
the  heart.  An  unhappy  difference  had  for  some  time  existed  between 
them. 


From  the  New  York  Times, 

FRIGHTFUL   AFFAIR. 

Last  evening,  about  dusk,  as  the  two  brigades  were  returning  from 
Harlem  to  this  city  along  the  third  avenue,  the  third  regiment  being  in 
advance,  they  were  met  by  a  carman  named  Michael  Healey,  half  drunk, 
driving  a  very  spirited  horse  in  a  cart;  when  first  seen,  at  a  gentle  pace. 
When,  however,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  troops,  he  took  one  of  the 
'^  rungs"  out  of  the  cart  and  lashed  the  horse  so  violently,  that  the  animal, 
maddened  with  pain,  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the  third  regiment,  through 
the  whole  line,  knocking  down  some  forty  or  fifty  men,  more  or  less, 
bruising  and  wounding  the  majority  of  them.  On  went  the  horse  and 
cart,  Healey  holding  the  reins,  and,  as  it  is  said,  maliciously  guiding  it 
through  the  midst  of  the  troops.  After  dashing  through  the  third  regi- 
ment, they  next  came  on  to  the  ninth,  where  more  men  were  knocked 
down  and  bruised.  One  of  the  dragoons  was  knocked  off  his  horse,  and 
received  so  bad  a  hurt  that  it  is  thought  his  life  is  in  danger.  By  this 
time  the  excitement  was  tremendous,  overwhelming,  amounting  to  mad- 
ness— all  subordination  was  at  an  end.  Vain  was  it  for  the  officers  to 
call  upon  the  men  to  maintain  their  discipline— they  rushed  upon  the 
miserable  carman  in  such  confusion,  and  so  completely  over-mastered 
by  passion,  that  they  cut  and  thrust  at  each  other,  whereby  several  of 
them  were  severely  injured.  It  was  reported  that  two  men  were  thus 
killed  and  many  otiliers  dangerously  wounded.  At  this  time  Alderman 
Charles  H.  Hale,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the 
frightful  mel<^  and  rescued  the  carman  with  scarcely  a  spark  of  life  re- 
maining, he  having  been  cut  and  slashed  most  horribly.  Officers  Rose 
and  Jones  happening  to  bQ  qq  the  spot^  the  poor  wretch  was  given  into 
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their  custody,  and  by  them  conveyed  to  the  upper  police,  where  his 
wounds  were  immediately  dressed.  He  received  one  sabre  wound  on 
the  head  that  is  considered  dangerous.  By  the  last  accounts,  however, 
he  was  still  alive. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Greenville  Mountaineer^  dated 

Laurence  District^  S.  C,  July  23. 

"A  homicide  was  committed  at  Parks'  Old  Field,  near  Laurens,  C.H. 
the  21st  instant,  on  the  body  of  a  Mr.  Sexton  Dunahoo.  Dunahoo, 
after  some  feud  with  Elihu  Poole,  of  this  district,  procured  a  gun  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  shooting  him,  and  made  a  desperate  effort  to  execute 
his  dreadful  purpose ;  but  this  being  wrested  fromiiim,  he  seized  a  stone 
and  pursued  Poole,  who  being  hard  pressed,  and  having  retreated  some 
distance,  shot  him  with  a  pistol.  And  strange  to  relate,  after  receiving 
the  ball,  which  passed  through  his  heart  and  lodged  near  the  surface  of 
his  body,  apparently  unconscious  of  it,  he  grappled  with  his  antagonist, 
and,  with  his  superior  strength,  prostrated  Pool,  thrust  his  fingers  into 
his  eyes,  and  was  castigating  him  severely,  when  Pool  cried  out,  and 
Dunahoo  was  taken  off,  breathed  a  moment  and  expired,  to  the  profound 
astonishment  of  all  present,  who  had  not  hitherto  thought  he  had  been 
^  injured  by  the  shot  of  Poole.  This  extraordinary  fact  rests  upon  the 
authority  of  several  eye-witnesses  of  unquestionable  integrity. 

*'  I  refrain  from  giving  further  particulars,  as  the  catastrophe  will  be 
made  a  subject  of  judicial  investigation,  Poole  having  been  arrested.'* 


DISGRACEFUL  AFFAIR. 

'  The  United  States  Gazette  reports  a  case  tried  before  Judge  Randall, 
which  developes  a  most  disreputable  quarrel  among  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  city,  including  the  Pastor, 
who  figures  very  prominently  in  it. 

It  seems  that  in  November  last,  W.  H.  Adams  was  chosen  clerk  or 
leader  of  the  singing.  This  did  not  suit  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
M'Calla,  and  he  declined  giving  out  the  psalms  and  hymns  as  usual 
from  that  time  till  the  15th  of  April,  when  he  gave  out,  without  reading 
it,  a  hymn  from  a  different  collection  from  that  used  by  the  congregation, 
and  immediately  commenced  singing  another  hymn,  different  from  the 
one  he  had  given  out !  He  was  joined  by  the  inmates  of  five  pews, 
whom  he  had  provided  with  books  similar  to  his  own,  while  the  rest  of 
the  congregation  turned  to  the  hymn  in  the  collection  used  by  then,  and 
also  commenced  singing  a  different  tune — the  hymn  being  of  a  different 
metre  from  the  one  he  and  the  five  pews  were  singing :  of  course  the 
house  was  filled  with  discord.    The  Gazette  says  : — 

"  The  pastor  then  commenced  praying,  but  the  singing  was  continued. 
He  then  dismissed  the  congregation,  but  the  Clerks  continued  singing 
until  they  finished  the  hymn.  Not  the  least  remarkable  of  these  sin- 
gular occurrences  was  that  the  pastor  should  give  out  hymn  No.  125, 
and  yet  sing  hymn  No.  261. 

"  To  those  persons  to  whom  he  had  given  the  new  books  he  had  also 
given  strips  of  paper,  containing  two  rows  of  numbers,  with  instructions 
that  when  he  gave  out  the  number  that  was  in  one  row,  they  were  not 
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to  look  for  that  hymn,  but  for  the  hymn  the  numberof  which  was  oppo- 
site on  the  other  row ;  thus,  when  he  gave  out  hymn  No.  125,  those 
who  were  in  the  secret  understood  that  they  were  to  sing  No.  261.  As 
might  have  been  expected,  when  this  evidence  was  repeated  by  the 
judge  before  a  crowded  court,  it  gave  rise  to  considerable  merriment ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  similar  sceue  will  ever  be  disclosed  in  a 
court  of  justice.** 


APPENDIX   II. 


RIOTS,  OUTRAGES,  AND  MURDERS,  AT  THE  AMERICAN  ELECTIONS. 

The  cases  I  am  about  to  give  are  taken,  without  any  exception,  from 
the  United  States  papers ;  and  they  all  occurred  within  the  space  of 
three  or  four  years.  I  produce  them  merely  as  a  few  specimens  to 
illustrate  my  letter  to  Earl  Stanhope,  and  more  particularly  to  show 
the  ineflficiency  of  the  Vote  by  Ballot.  I  could,  however,  fill  volumes 
with  similar  outrages. 


From  the  New  York  Standard. 

ELECTION  RIOTS  AT  NEW  YORK,  1834.   1 

It  IB  difficult  to  speak  with  patience  of  the  scenes  of  riot,  disorder,  and 
misrule  which  have  disgraced  our  city  during  the  last  three  days ;  nor 
can  we  control  our  feelings  of  deep  indignation  against  the  promoters  of 
lawless  violence,  the  instigators  to  deeds  of  blood,  who,  for  their  own 
selfish  and  unhallowed  purposes,  have  excited  more  tumult  than  our 
inhal^itants  have  ever  before  witnessed.  The  honour  of  our  city  has 
been  tarnished,  our  character  for  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws  has 
Buflfered  deep  degradation,  the  glorious  right  of  suffrage  has  been 
trampled  on,  and  brute  force  has  been  made  use  of  to  coerce  us  in  the 
existence  of  our  best  and  dearest  privileges.  Under  cover  of  assisting 
the  law,  and  of  promoting  order  and  quiet,  every  act  of  force  has  been 
resorted  to. 

The  first  act  in  the  mad  drama  which  the  opposition  have  played 
was  a  resolution  to  close  the  stores  of  the  merchants  during  the  three 
days  of  election.  This  act  was  unprecedented.  During  the  fiercest 
contests  of  former  political  struggles,  party  madness  never  dreamed  of 
such  a  course;  and  fearful  forebodings  were  made  by  all  classes  of 
unprejudiced  men,  of  the  disastrous  consequences  that  must  ensue  from 
dismissing  from  their  daily  labour,  and  employing  at  the  polls,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  of  political  coercion,  thousands  of  individuals 
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dependent  for  bread  on  the  breath  of  their  employerg,  and  cajoled  by 
promises,  or  overawed  by  threat8>  to  vote  for  the  candidates  supported 
by  their  task-masters. 

These  forebodings  were  fearfully  realized ;  but  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  if  the  opposition — notwithstanding  their  turning  loose 
upon  the  community  thousands  who  were  employed  to  do  their  bidding 
— had  refrained  from  inflaming  the  passions  of  the  multitude,  that  the 
election  would  have  gone  off  with  little  more  excitement  than  usually 
marks  such  occasions.     . 

On  the  first  day,  in  all  the  wards  except  one,  there  were,  notwith- 
standing th^  warmth  with  which  the  election  was  contested,  few  acts 
that  could  be  construed  into  a  breach  of  the  peace :  on  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  a  disturbance  took  place  near  the  6th  ward  poll.  It  is  well 
known  that  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ward  are  natural- 
ized Irishmen ;  a  class  of  citizens  easily  excited,  and  prompt  to  revenge 
an  insult.  An  individual  of  the  opposition  party  had,  during  the  day, 
openly  offered  forty  dollars  for  any  Irishman's  vote,  and  had  made  use  of 
every  term  of  taunt  and  contumely  that  could  provoke  aggression  from 
the  Jackson  democrats  assembled  in  that  vicinity. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  afternoon,  a  scurnlous  and  inflammatory 
paper  was  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  same  class  of  our  citizens,  in  which 
they  and  their  candidates  were  grossly  libelled.    The  consequence  was 
an  interchange  of  hard  words,  and  blows  soon  followed.    The  &trug« 
gle  was  between  a  few  individuals,  several  of  whom  were  slightly  in- 
jured ;  and  had  the  matter  stopped  here,  the  scenes  of  riot  and  bloodshed 
which  were  enacted  during  the  two  succeeding  days  would  have  been 
avoided.     A  meeting  of  the  opposition  was  held  the  same  evening  at 
Masonic  Hall.     Several  individuals  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  6th 
ward  scuffle  presented  themselves  at  that  meeting — the  slight  personal 
injuries  they  had  received  were  magnified,  and  it  was  represented  that 
they  had  narrowly  escaped  assassination.     Inflammatory  appeals  were 
made  to  the  audience,  and  it  was  resolved  that  there  should  be  a  general 
rallying  of  the  citizens  the  next  morning  to  attend  the  6th  ward  poll. 
The  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  the  following  day  came  out  with  an  article 
calculated  to  excite  the  worst  passions  of  an  excited  multitude,  and  to 
rouse  them  to  acts,  not  i|lone  of  lawlessness  and  violence,  but  of  blood- 
calling  upon  the  opposition  to  assemble  at  Masonic  Hall  immediately 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  6th  ward  poll.     In  pursuance  of^this 
call,  several  hundred  citizens  of  the  opposition  marched  in  a  body  from 
Masonic  Hall  to  the  scene  of  action;  and  thousands  of  the  same  party 
rallied  to  the  same  spot,  some  with  canes  and  bludgeons,  and  a  number 
with  dirks.     There  was  something  in  this  high-handed  attempt  to  in- 
terfere with  the  exercise   of  the  elective  franchise  calculated  to  rouse 
even  the  most  quiet  and  peaceable,  and  the  voters  of  the  6th  ward  were 
excited  to  a  high  pitch.     No  disturbance,  however,  occurred  until  the 
arrival  of  the  ship  employed  to  bring  opposition  voters  to  the  polls.    It 
had  been  requested  by  several  leading  democrats  of  the  ward,  that  this 
vessel  might  not  be  brought  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
poll,  as  its  presence  was  calculated  to  increase  the  excitement  of  an 
already  over-excited  multitude.     The  request  was  unheeded,  and  the 
ship,  drawn  by  four  horses,  drove  into  the  middle  of  the  crowd.    One 
of  the  sailors  on  board  the  vessel  struck  an  Irishman  near  him  with  a 
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club  \  and  again  a  riot,  in  which  the  aggression  was  wholly  on  the  part 
of  the  opposition,  commenced.  A  number  of  individuals  were  seriously 
injured.  There  was  a  large  body  of  police  on  the  ground,  and  several 
persons  were  taken  into  custody.  Quiet  was  again  restored,  and  during 
the  day  there  was  no  more  disturbance.  It  is  not  a  slight  circumstance, 
that  many  of  those  who  had  come  to  the  6th  ward  poll  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  preserving  the  public  peace,  were  engaged  in  the  thick  of 
the  fight,  employing  the  peaceful  weapons  which  they  had  brought  with 
them  most  lustily.  They  sought  to  give  the  colour  and  the  sanction  of 
,the  law  to  their  deeds  of  violence ;  and,  under  the  name  of  a  deputised 
body  of  police,  they  were  guilty  of  breaches  of  the  peace  such  as  at  any 
other  time  would  have  made  them  amenable  at  a  criminal  tribunal. 
The  second  day  passed  by  without  further  commotion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  a  disturbance  took  place,  more 
serious,  more  dangerous  to  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  more  disgrace- 
ful to  the  character  of  those  engaged  in  it,  than  ever  before  occurred  in 
the  annals  of  our  city.  As  the  ship  of  the  opposition  was  passing  in 
front  of  Masonic  Hall,  a  few  boys  raised  a  shout  in  favour  of  Lawrence. 
An  inhabitant  of  the  6th  ward,  an  Irishman,  who  was  in  front  of  the 
Masonic  Hall,  was  attacked  and  severely  bruised.  After  managing 
to  escape  from  the  scuffle,  he  ran  immediately  to  Duane-street,  and 
called  on  his  friends  in  that  street  to  defend  him  from  further  violence. 
Several  hundreds  were  immediately  on  the  spot,  and  a  fight  ensued. 
The  persons  who  were  in  possession  of  Masonic.  Hall,  and  filled  the 
steps  of  that  building,  some  of  whom  had  made  this  brutal  assault  on 
an  unoffending  man,  were  armed  with  clubs.  The  same  weapons  were 
in  the  hands  of  many  of  the  individuals  from  the  6th  ward,  and  a  fight 
ensued  in  which  hundreds  were  engaged.  Bricks  and  other  dangerous 
missiles  were  thrown  from  the  windows  of  the  Hall  upon  those  below, 
and  were  also  thrown  by  those  in  the  street  at  the  transparencies — one 
of  which  was  slightly  injured.  The' battle  increased,  and  raged  for 
some  minutes  with  great  violence.  Intelligence  of  the  fray  was 
promptly  communicated  to  the  Mayor,  who  ordered  out  the  watchmen 
of  the  various  districts  to  quell  the  disturbance.  Unfortunately  they 
neglected  to  dress  themselves  in  their  usual  equipments,  and  when 
mingled  with  the  immense  crowd,  their  objects  were  mistaken  by  the 
contending  parties,  and  many  of  them  severely  wounded.  While  this 
affair  was  going  on  in  front  of  Masonic  Hall,  a  large  number  of  indi- 
viduals of  the  opposition  party  rushed  to  the  arsenal,  forced  the  gate,  tore 
off  the  door  of  the  armoury,  and  armed  themselves  with  muskets,  which 
they  loaded  with  ball-cartridges.  They  were  followed  by  a  numerous  body 
of  citizens,  who  also  armed  themselves,  and  formed  themselves  into  a 
guard  for  the  protection  of  the  arsenal.  The  Mayor  shortly  arrived 
and  addressed  the  armed  body,  and  the  thousands  of  citizens  who  were 
assembled  without  the  walls.  The  arms  were  returned  to  their  place 
of  deposit,  and  quiet  was  again  restored.  A  body  of  troops  were  soon 
after  ordered  out  to  protect  the  arsenal ;  the  multitude  dispersed,  and 
no  further  scenes  of  riot  or  disorder  took  place.  The  alarm  had  by  this 
time  reached  every  quarter  of  the  city;  and  though  the  immediate 
disturbance  was  quelled,  the  excitement,  which  had  become  general, 
had  reached  a  fearful  height.  It  was  anticipated  that  further  distiu*b- 
ances  would  take  place  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  and  the  civil 
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authority 'called  upon  the  soldiery  to  he  in  readiness.  The  troops 
vrhich  had  heen  stationed  at  the  arsenal  yard  remained  at  their  posts ; 
and  in  the  evening  a  hody  of  four  or  five  companies  of  infantry  were 
stationed  in  the  Exchange,  and  remained  there  till  daylight.  It  was 
feared  by  the  police  that  the  evening  would  not  pass  by  without  scenes 
of  violence  and  tumult,  and  every  measure  was  devised  by  which  the 
peace  of  the  city  and  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants  might  be  pre- 
served. 


EXTRACT  FROM  JUDGE  TODd's  CHARGE. 

'  To  the  Grand  Jurors  of  the  Criminal  Sessions. 

There  are  other  crimes  arising  from  various  infractions  of  those  laws 
that  were  enacted  to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  elections,  that  require 
notice.     By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  provided— 

That  all  elections  shall  be  free  and  voluntary*  and  any  elector  who 
shall  receive  any  gift  or  reward  for  his  vote  in  meat,  drink,  or  otherwise, 
shall  forfeit  his  right  to  elect  for  that  time,  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay 
any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  sufier  imprisonment  for  a  time 
not  exceeding  six  months. 

Another  act  provides  **  that  if  any  person  shall  lay  any  wager  or  bet, 
or  make  any  promise  or  engagement  for  the  payment  of  money  or  the 
transfer  of  any  other  valuable  thing  dependent  on  the  event  of  any 
such  election  as  aforesaid,  or  on  the  success  of  any  candidates  nominated 
for  public  office,  he  shall  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  or  other  court  having  similar  jurisdiction,  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,"  &c. — ^Now,  gentlemen,  is  it  not  notorious  that  the 
foregoing  laws  are  openly  and  grossly  violated,  not  alone  by  the 
profligate  and  openly  wicked,  but  by  persons  who  wish  to  be  consHlered 
respectable  in  society. 

The  New  York  Gazette  says,  on  the  betting  upon  elections,— *We 
beg  our  friends  who  have  the  least  propensity  to  yield  to  the  temptation 
to  bet,  to  read  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  a  gentleman 
of  Philadelphia  to  his  friend  in  this  city  : — 

*'  We  have  been  ruined  by  the  gamblers,  for  at  least  a  milUon  of 
dollars  were  betted  on  the  issue  of  the  elections,  which,  being  turned  by 
our  adversaries  into  a  great  corruption  fund,  has  made  havoc  of  the 
calculations  of  honest  men.  There  is  nothing  in  our  history  to  compare 
to  the  late  canvass.  The  representative  principle  has  been  literally 
annihilated.  Fraud  and  corruption,  backed  by  violence,  have  com* 
menced,  now,  fairly  to  overturn  our  institutions." 

Nothing  but  astonishment  and  disgust  can  be  felt  for  a  recommenda- 
tion to  bet  under  any  circumstances,  during  this  election,  and  the  only 
reply  we  have  at  this  moment,  for  the  proposition  in  an  evening  and 
reiterated  in  a  morning  paper  for  the  avails  of  all  bets  to  be  paid  oyer 
to  the  Whig  fund  is  an  earnest  exhortation  not  to  bet  at  all. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

betting  on  elections. 

Betting  is  the  device  of  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  a  part  and  parcel 
of  Van  Buren's  game  of  political  gambling.  The  *'  political  Grimalkin  " 
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*'  purring  over  petty  schemes,"  as  De  Wit  Clinton  said  of  him,  instituted 
this  device  of  betting,  for  the  purpose  of  making  his  enemies  pay  his 
election  bills  when  he  lost  the  day.  The  device  is  this,  and  we  know 
it  to  be  in  operation  in  New  York. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  the  Collector,  and  Wm.  M.  Prince,  the  United  States 
District  Attorney,  with  other  disinterested  '*  Democrates,"  raised  a  fund, 
say  100,000  dollars,  to  be  spent  upon  New  York.  They  have  made  up 
their  mind  the  election  will  cost  them  that,  that  is,  to  sacrifice  so  much 
of  their  salaries.  The  next  question  with  them  is  the  best  way  to  spend 
it.  The  device  is  to  divide  this  100,000  dollars  in  stock,  and  then  to 
gamble  with  it  thus: — 

Take  100,000  dollars  and  divide  into  five  thousand  shares  of  stock, 
which  gives  twenty  dollars  a  share. 

Now  every  election eerer  has  one,  or  two,  or  three,  or  ten  shares  of  this 
stock,  and  there  are  five  thousand  holders  of  the  stock,  if  each  person 
has  one  share,  and  thus  five  thousand  persons  are  put  in  motion  by 
money. 

The  next  process  is,  to  take  this  stock  into  tlie  wards  of  the  cities 
and  towns,  and  distribute  it  among  the  porter-houses  and  inns,  by  the 
office-holder,  thus : 

Office-holder. — *'  I  have  taken  a  bet  with  the  Whigs  that  Marcy  will 
he  elected  governor.     Will  you  take  part  of  it  ?" 

Loco  Foco. — "  I  am  a  poor  man,  sir,  I  have  no  salary  as  you  have. 
I  can't  bet;  but  I  am  a  Marcy  man." 

Office-holder. — "  Oh,  there  is  no  need  of  money  to  bet.  You  are  a 
clever  fellow,  and,  if  I  win,  I'll  give  you  a  part  of  my  bet.  I  have  bet 
500  dollars  Marcy  will  be  elected— now,  if  you  will  take  twenty  dollars 
of  this  bet,  you  shall  have  it,  and  you  shall  lose  nothing,  and  pay 
nothing,  but  if  I  win  the  bet  you  shall  have  twenty  dollars," 

Loco  Foco. — "  Done !  I  am  the  boy  for  you." 

Now,  here  is  "a  fair  business  transaction."  Nobody  has  been 
bought ;  but  a  very  fury  has  been  put  into  the  Loco  Foco  to  win  the 
bet,  and  he  gives  up  all  his  time  and  his  capacity  for  it,  during,  and 
previous  to  the  election. 

Thus,  if  the  Whigs  lose,  all  the  money  that  the  Office-holders  have 
paid  out  they  win  back  from  the  Whigs,  who  paid  the  election  bills  of 
the  party  which  has  beaten  them,  and  thus  Whigs  have  provided  Office- 
holders with  money.  If  the  Office-holders  lose,  they  have  lost  only  the 
fund  they  raised  to  be  sacrificed ;  but  they  have  had  the  advantage  by 
their  stock  to  arouse  the  gambling  passions  of  men  by  a  stimulus  a 
great  deal  stronger  than  the  money  in  hand. 


BETTING. 

Translated  from  the  *  Independent   Republicans^  a  German  paper^ 

printed  at  Allentmon^  Lehigh  county. 
"  It  is  well  known  that  betting  upon  the  issue  of  elections  is,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  interdicted  under  the  penalty  of  a  just  fine.  But 
when  we  have  the  example  set  up  before  our  own  eyes  that  men  who 
fill  high  offices,  and  have,  most  of  them,  the  administration  of  these 
laws  in  their  hands,  get  handbills  printed  at  their  own  expense,  dis- 
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tribute  them  tliemtelYeB  among  the  people,  and  offer,  with  large  figures 
pritited  conspicuouBly  on  their  handbills,  to  bet  several  hundreds  of 
dollars  upon  the  issue  of  the  governor's  election,-«-we,  therefore,  not 
standing  upon  the  same  basis  as  that  of  our  political  opponents,  do 
suppose  that  we  may  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  using  part  of  our  hard 
earnings,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  little  show  and  noise  in  the 
state,  expecting  thereby  to  double  our  money.  We  therefore  do  ofier 
the  following  bets,  and  are  ready  to  deposit  the  money  into  the  hands 
of  a  responsible  man  in  this  borough,  there  to  remain  until  the  issue 
of  the  next  Governor's  election  be  officially  known,  and  our  good 
fortune  to  be  decided  by  it,  provided  the  party  taking  the  bets  make 
deposit  also,  viz.  :— 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Northampton  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Lehigh  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Mercer  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Erie  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Greene  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Fayette  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Clearfield  county.  - 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Dauphin  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Lebanon  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Union  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Chester  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Franklin  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Perry  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  York  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  voles  over  Wolf 
in  Somerset  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Luzerne  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Cumberland  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Columbia  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Northumberland  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Berks  county. 
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Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  i^ajority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Montgomery  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  Muhlenberg  will  have  a  majority  of  votes  over  Wolf 
in  Schuylkill  county. 

Ten  dollars  that  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  Muhlenberg  will  have  a 
majority  of  10,000  votes  over  Wolf. 

Ten  dollars  that  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg  will  be  elected  the  next  Go- 
vernor of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  over  both  Wolf  and  Ritner. 

Twenty'^ve  dollars  that  we  shall  gain  at  least  fifteen  of  the  above 
offered  bets^-and  probably  more  too. 

Twenty-five  dollars  that  we  shall  gain  the  whole  of  the  above  bets, 
without  a  single  exception. 

Consequently^  it  amounts  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  800  dollars. 

Come,  gentlemen,  take  a  taste  of  the  pudding. 

*^*  The  above  bets  have  not  been  offertA  for  the  paltry  purpose  of 
spreading  a  false  alarm.  We  have  no  hesitancy  in  annexing  hereunto 
our  name,  so  that  gentlemen  wishing  to  try  the  matter  may  know  where 
to  find  us. 

E.  W.  HuTTER. 

Hatmlton'Streetj  Nortkampionf  Lehigh  Co. 


FBBOCIOUS  AND  BLOODY  OUTRAGB. -^DEMOCRATS  SHOT  00 WN  IN  THE 

STREETS  ! 

The  murdered  democrat  Perry  is  scarcely  laid  in  his  grave,  and  we  are 
again  called  upon  to  record  a  scene  of  ferocity  and  horror  enacted  by 
a  horde  of  Bank  assassins,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  civilized  na- 
tions. Our  streets  last  night  resounded  with  the  roar  of  musquetry, 
levelled  at  unarmed  democrats.  It  is  supposed  that  at  least  fourteen  of 
our  friends  were  basely  shot  in  the  streets — maiiy  of  them,  we  fear,  are 
dangerously  wounded ;  they  were  fired  at,  too,  while  standing  on  the 
election-ground*  Wild  and  incredible  as  this  may  appear,  it  is  a  hor- 
rible reality.  Within  the  hour,  wounded  and  bleeding  fellow-citizens 
have  been  carried  past  our  doors  to  their  homes ! 

The  bloody  drama  took  place  last  night  in  Moyamensing,  in  front  of 
the  place  of  election.  The  circumstances  were  as  follow  :-^The  Bank 
hcad*qiiarters  for  the  township  are  directly  opposite  the  Commissioners' 
Hall,  in  a  tavern  kept  by  James  Peebles.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Hall 
the  Democrats  had  erected  a  shantee^  to  serve  as  a  political  rendezvous, 
in  front  of  which  a  hickory-tree  was  reared. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  Bank  myrmidons  rushed  from  their 
house,  destroyed  the  hut  of  the  Democrats,  beat  Mr.  Bath,  and  his  wife, 
by  whom  it  was  occupied,  drove  the  friends  of  the  administration  from 
the  ground,  and  completed  the  outrage  by  hewing  down  the  hickory-pole, 
and  burning  a  large  ^guxt  of  the  President,  which  was  placed  near. 

After  these  achievements  the  mob  of  ruffians  returned  to  their  house, 
and  the  Democrats,  who  were  inferior  in  number,  approached.  Stones 
and  missiles  were  thrown,  when  suddenly  a  discharge  of  musketry  was 
commenced  from  the  windows  of  the  Whig  head-quarters.  The  Demo- 
crats, unarmed  as  they  were,  moved  in  a  mass  to  the  fi*ont  of  the  building, 
and  endeavoured  to  c^ect  an  entrance.  The  firmg  was  continued  from 
the  windows,  the  shutters  being  opened  to  allow  the  discharge  of  the 
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Whig  muskets,  and  quickly  closed  as  soon  as  the  fire  was.  delivered. 
At  one  time  four  muskets  were  protruded  from  a  single  window.  Many 
of  our  friends  were  shockingly  mangled,  the  fire-arms  being  charged 
with  large  shot  instead  of  bullets,  by  which,  at  so  short  a  distance, 
hideous  wounds  were  inflicted.  In  less  than  an  hour  between  fi)rty  and 
iifly  discharges  of  musketry  were  made  by  the  dastardly  ruffians  from 
their  lurking-places ;  and,  as  before  stated,  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
at  least  fourteen  democratic  citizens  were  severely  hurt.  At  length  the 
doors  were  forced,  and  the  armed  scoundrels  fied  like  frighted  sheep. 
Two  were  captured,  one  of  whom  had  the  madness  to  fire  from  the  roof 
after  the  house  was  taken,  and,  with  deliberate  aim,  wounded  a  young 
man  standing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

The  prisoners,  unhurt,  were  handed  over  to  the  civil  authorities— 
an  instance  of  forbearance  as  surprising  as  it  is  creditable  to  their  captors. 

The  people,  incensed  at  the  sight  of  their  bleeding  companions,  and 
maddened  at  the  cries  of  the  wounded,  as  they  were  borne  from  iht 
ground,  burnt  the  Whig  poll  and  insignia,  and  gutted  and  destroyed 
the  buildings  from  which  they  were  fired  upon,  but  abstained  from  all 
personal  violence. 

Such  are  the  brief  details  of  this  shocking  outrage,  and  revolting  as 
our  sketch  shows  it  to  be,  we  have  rather  fallen  short  of  reality  than 
exceeded  it.  Comment  is  superfluous  on  this  second  example  of  the 
results  of  the  frenzied  course  of  the  friends  of  the  Bank,  their  incendiary 
invocations,  and  their  vindictive  spirit.  We  submit  the  deed  to  the 
judgment  of  the  nation. 

In  addition  to  the  Democrats  shot  in  Moyamensing,  we  are  informed 
that  several  were  wounded  with  dirks,  knives,  sword-canes,  and  other 
deadly  weapons. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian, 

James  Lamb,  who  was  shot  on  the  election^night  by  the  firing  from 
the  Whig  head-quarters,  Moyamensing,  died  on  Wednesday  from  the 
eflects  of  his  wounds,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital — another  victim  to 
the  mad  measures  of  "  preparation,*'  so  extensively  taken  by  our  op- 
ponents. 

There  was  a  probability  that  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Lamb  might  be 
brought  to  justice ;  but  it  appears  that  the  prisoners  captured  in  the 
Whig  head-quarters  with  arms  in  their  hands,  yet  hot  with  repeated 
discharges,  and  given  into  the  custody  of  the  Moyamensing  Watch, 
were  suffered  to  escape !  One  of  them,  who  was  saved  from  summary 
justice,  although  in  the  power  of  a  wounded  and  incensed  multitude,  and 
surrendered,  that  he  might  be  legally  dealt  with,  furnished  a  list  of  the 
most  active  of  those  who  fired  from  the  building*  and  that  list  disap- 
peared with  the  prisoners !  The  people  of  Moyamensing  owe  it  io 
themselves  to  search  into  this  affair,  and  fix  the  culpability  where  it 
belongs. 

THE  MOYAMENSING  OUTRAGE. 

County  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen 
of  the  said  county^  James  Macdonald,  who,  being  duly  sworn  accordiDg 
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to  law»  doth  depose  and  say — ^That  he  was  at  the  general  election-ground 
of  Moyamensing  at  the  commencement  of  the  poll  being  opened,  and 
until  the  close ;  and  that,  about  five  minutes  previous  to  the  close  of  the 
poll,  there  were  several  stones  thrown  from  the  housci  sign  of  the  Liberty 
Fole,  opposite  the  Moyamensing  Hall,  and  the  first  battery  commenced 
from  that  quarter.  Tms  deponent  then  letreated  to  Bath's  tent,  on  the 
east,  opposite  said  Liberty  Pole,  and  saw  a  volley  of  stones  thrown,  guns 
fired  Bt  the  said  place  of  Bath's,  and  saw  a  rush  of  the  mob,  and  they 
immediately  commenced  with  axes,  hatchets,  and  other  instruments, 
cutting  down  the  Hickory  Pole  tent,  and  breaking  and  making  away 
with  all  the  glass-ware,  liquor,  and  all  belonging  to  said  Bath ;  and  this 
deponent  further  says,  that,  while  the  foregoing  depredation  was  com- 
mitted, James  Bath  was  bathing  a  person  who  was  dreadfully  wounded, 
and  when  he'found  how  the  depredations  were  carried  on  he  had  to  retreat, 
being  knocked  down  by  the  party  from  the  Ijiberty  Pole ;  one  stating, 
**  There  is  one  of  the  Jackson  men,  knock  him  down !"  and  one  blow 
with  a  hatchet  I  received  over  the  head,  that  cut  through  my  hat. 

James  Macdonald, 
205,  Shippen  st. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  Oct.  21, 1834. 

James  Eneu,  Aid. 


County  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of 
said  county,  James  Dougherty,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and 
say — ^That  on  the  night  of  the  general  election,  in  the  township  of  Moy- 
amensing, he  was  passing  by  the  Township  Hall,  in  Christian-street, 
between  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  when  he  saw  two  men  on  the  roof  of 
the  house  where  the  Liberty  Pole  was  before  the  door,  shooting  off  the 
house  at  the  people  that  stood  near  Ninth-street.  Deponent  likewise 
saw  several-persons  shooting  at  the  people  from  the  second-story  win- 
dows, where  deponent  received  a  shot  and  got  wounded  by  one  of  the 
persons  that  fired  from  said  house-top ;  deponent  further  says  that  he  had 
at  the  time  no  knowledge  of  a  riot  or  disturbance. 

James  DonoHERTY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  Oct.  22,  1834. 

James  Eneu,  Jr.,  Aid. 


Frcim  the  Penmylvanian, 

THE  second  reign  OF  TERROR. 

Including  William  Perry,  it  is  now  known  that  five  Jackson  Demo- 
crats have  been  stabbed  in  the  present  struggle  in  Philadelphia.  Two 
on  Friday  in  Locust  Ward,  one  on  the  same  day  in  Southwark,  one  in 
Cedar  Ward,  and  one  on  Tuesday  in  Kensington.  Besides  these, 
numbers  of  Democrats  are  lying  wounded  from  blows  with  prepared 
bludgeons,  many  of  them  dangerously.  These  bludgeons  and  maces 
were  prepared,  and  loaded  with  lead,  weeks  before  the  election,  by  the 
Bank  bullies.  Are  Democrats  to  be  ^aughtered  and  knocked  on  the 
head  by  these  Bankites.  like  cattle  in  the  slaughter-house  ? 

X 
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AHOTHER  ATTEMPT  AT  VTODSR. 

Ov  Friday  night  two  Bank  ruffians  attempted  to  murder  Mr.  Thomas 
Llewellen,  President  of  the  Democratic  Association  of  Second  Ward, 
Spring-garden.  One  of  the  ruffians  kept  him  in  conversation  while 
the  other  aimed  a  deadly  blow  at  his  head  irom  behind.  Mr.  Llewellen 
happened  to  stoop  at  the  moment,  and  the  blow  was  received  by  Mr. 
Greorge  Colson,  who  fell  senseless  under  it.  The  ruffians  fled  to 
the  Bankite  head-quarters,  comer  of  Callowhill  and  Thirteenth-street, 
where  one  of  them  was  captured.  Mr.  Llewellen  had  committed  no 
offence,  but  that  for  which  poor  Perry  was  murdered — he  had  chaUenged 
non-residents  in  the  Bank  ranks. 


The  North  Mulberry  Ward  disturbances,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  are 
charged,  with  the  usual  sang  froid  and  recklessness  of  Bankism,  upon 
the  Democrats.  We,  however,  happen  to  haive  a  list  of  Bank  bullies, 
&c.,  in  our  possession,  who  were  active  all  day  in  bloeldng  the  window 
to  prevent  the  reception  of  democratic  votes.  The  list  is  doubtless  im- 
perfect, but  it  shows  the  names  of  sixteen  persons,  including  several 
city  office-holders,  nearly  all  of  whom  reside  in  other  wards,  and  came 
by  a  preconcerted  plan  to  North  Mulberry.  The  affair  was  perfectly 
clear,  and  was  one  of  the  desperate  devices  of  the  Tpry-whigs  to  keep  the 
city.  The  same  trick  was  tried  in  Middle  Ward,  but  promptly  put 
down.    There  is,  however,  a  rod  in  pickle. 


The  Bank  papers  make  a  poor  defence  of  their  Moysmensing  friends. 
They  acknewledge  that  the  firing  was  from  the  Whig  hease,  and  diet  the 
mudccts  were  discharged  by  the  Whigs ;  but  they  affect  not  to  be  aware 
of  the  fact*that  the  arms  were  prepared  and  deposited  there  for  the 
purpose  of  firing  on  the  Democrats.  Poalson,  if  we  may  believe  his 
"C5au*io«,"  knew  the  fact;  and  likewise  that  the  U.  S.  Bank  was 
turned  into  barracks  for  the  night,  containing  a  strong  company  of 
armed  men;  that  the  prison  muskets  were  carried  to  the  mayor's  office 
in  the  night,  and  loaded  with  ball ;  and  that  sundry  other  preparationB 
for  flooding  the  streets  with  blood  were  made  by  our  valiant  opponents, 
who  were  shivering  with  fear  in  a  city  in  which  they  have  a  mi^oiity, 
and  which,  at  the  time  of  their  general  arming,  was  as  quiet  as  a 
church. 


AnniTIOKAL  names  of  WOtTKDED. 

We  yesterday  mentioned  the  names  of  fifteen  individuals  wounded  in 
Moyamensing  by  the  firing  from  the  wmdows  of  the  Whig  hesdHaarters, 
at  Peeble's  tavern,  on  the  night  of  the  election.  The  hst  is  still  forther 
increased. 

Charles  Miller  was  wounded  above  the  left  eye^  and  received  two  shots 
in  the  temple,  which  his  j^ysician  has  not  been  able  to  extract. 

James  Sulger  received  eight  or  ten  shots  in  the  head  and  shouklera, 
and  is  now  confined  to  bed  in  a  very  critical  state. 

S.  H.  Fisher  had  his  shoulder  dislocated  by  a  blow  with  a  large  stone 
thrown  from  the  Whig  head-quarters. 
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Wm.  Bayne,  Hart  Mark,  John  Pickerin,  Gteorge  Dougherty,  John 
Mitchell — all  very  severely  hurt  by  gun-shot  wounds  from  the  windows 
of  Peeblc's  tavern. 

James  Faulkner,  in  the  leg. 

John  Pinkerton,  in  the  arm. 

Martin  Eagee,  severely,  in  the  head,  breast,  and  thigh. 

Charles  J.  Clarke,  in  the  face,  severely. 

A  Bank  paper  states  that  one  of  the  wounded  men  was  a  Bank  Whig, 
We  have  heard  as  much,  but  he  was  shot  whilst  standing  amongst  th^ 
Democrats ;  and  we  have  heard  of  a  wounded  Bank  man,  whether  the 
same  or  not  we  do  not  know,  who  has  abjured  his  party,  as  he  can  no 
longer  support  those  who  are  so  ready  to  wound  and  kill  peaceful 
citizens. 

In  Moyamensing,  when  the  Whig  head-quarters  were  entered  by  the 
Democrats,  to  stop  the  heavy  firing  from  the  windows,  the  first  man  who 
entered  the  passage  was  received  by  a  desperado  on  the  stairs  with  a 
levelled  musket.  The  undaunted  Democrat,  unarmed  as  he  was,  rushed 
upon  the  fellow,  whose  weapon  flashed  in  the  pan,  and  wrested  it  from 
his  hands.  The  barrel  of  the  piece  was  hot  with  repeated  discharges. 
The  load  was  drawn  in  the  morning,  and  found  to  consist  of  a  bullet  and 
handful  of  duck-shot.  Another  gun  taken  at  the  same  time  contained  a 
similar  load. 


On  the  night  of  the  election  two  efforts  were  made  by  our  opponents 
to  obtain  the  muskets  deposited  by  volunteers  at  the  Military  HiJl,  back 
of  the  United  States  Bank.  In  one  of  these  onsets  we  are  informed  that 
the  life  of  the  keeper  of  the  Hall  was  threatened,  if  he  would  not  give 
them  up.  As  no  authority  was  shown,  the  arms  were  very  properly 
refused,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  killed. 

From  the  various  facts  now  ci^lected  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  on 
the  election  night  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  tottering  on  the  verge  of 
a  horrible  catastrophe.  The  Whigs,  city  officers  and  all,  were  armed, 
and  in  ambuscade  everywhere;  and  the  least  rencontre  in  the  street 
would  haive  been  the  signal  for  letting  loose"ltheir  wratk  upon  us,  for  it  is 
more  than  suspected  that  many  of  the  musketeers  were  not  in  a  state  to 
act  with  much  discretion. 


ELECTION    MURDER. 


The  particulars  of  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  James  Lamb,  who 
was  shot  on  the  election-ground  in  Moyamensing,  during  the  horrid  tu- 
mults of  the  night  of  the  14th,  have  been  given  to  us.  It  appears  that 
he  assisted  Mr.  Bath  in  erecting  the  tent  for  the  Jackson  head-quarters, 
and  aided  him  in  attending  the  customers  throughout  the  day.  In  the 
evening,  while  Mr.  Bath  was  employed  in  dressing  the  wound  of  Mr. 
Kilpatrick,  hurt  by  a  stone,  the  firing  commenced.  Mrs.  Bath  called 
out  to  her  husband  to  fly,  or  they  would  be  killed.  Mr.  Lamb  was  then 
at  the  back  of  the  tent,  but  stepped  forward  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  firing.  As  he  reached  the  entrance  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  *'  My 
God !  I  am  shot ! "  repeating  the  words  as  if  in  great  agony.    The  rush 
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of  anned  men  was  then  made  into  the  tent,  and  Mr.  Bath  was  wounded 
twice  by  fire-anns. 

Lamb  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital,  where  he  lingered  for  eight  days, 
and  expired  of  locked  jaw.  A  number  of  buck-shot  were  found  in  his 
leg ;  and,  upon  a  post-mortem  examination,  two  shot  were  discovered 
jammed  between  the  bones  of  the  foot,  and  so  united  as  to  present  the 
appearance  of  a  slug. 

The  shot  was  fired  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  in  the  vicinitj 
of  the  Whig  head>quarters.  The  inference  is,  that  it  came  from  an  ele- 
vation, a  window  or  the  roof,  as  the  wounds  were  downwards,  the  fatal 
lead  entering  at  the  top  of  the  foot. 

It  thus  appears  that,  in  addition  to  the  many  wounded,  the  murder  of 
an  unoffending  individual  is  to  be  charged  to  the  brutal  preparations 
*'  for  guarding  persons  and  places  on  election  night,''  so  formally  an- 
nounced in  a  Bank  paper  of  the  morning.  It  is  now  ascertained  that 
these  preparations  were  extensive,  and  that  three  or  four  hundred  men 
were  under  arms  in  the  city  alone.  Knowing  the  fact,  we  are  only  sur- 
prised that  only  one  deliberate  murder  was  committed  on  that  memorable 
night.  The  muskets  were  loaded  with  ball :  between  fear  and  the  sti- 
mulus of  drink,  their  holders  were  mad  enough  for  any  act ;  and  it  is 
only  to  be  attributed  to  the  wonderful  forbearance  and  coolness  of  the 
injured  democracy  that  the  streets  of  the  city  did  not  run  vdth  blood. 
Even  the  miscalled  civil  power  was  armed  for  the  conflict,  and  lent  its 
aid  in  procuring  and  preparing  musketry. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  election  scenes  of  Philadelphia  will 
operate  as  a  solemn  warning  to  the  opponents  of  the  administration  in 
New  York,  and  that  they  at  least  will  refrain  from  the  bloody  "  prepara- 
tions*' which  here  have  resulted  so  fatally. 


Extract  from  the  New  York  Herald. 

AN  ELECTION  SCENE. 

It  was  on  Friday  night  last,  after  a  day  of  storms,  that  lights  were 
seen  burning  dimly  in  Tammany  Hall — crowds  were  before  the  door, 
earnestly  engaged  in  discussion — and  a  general  excitement  pervaded 
every  avenue  of  tfiat  ancient  place,  devoted  to  roguery,  patriotism,  sense, 
gin,  generosity,  and  folly.  The  contest  in  the  interior  was  between  Isaac 
L.  Varian  and  William  Leggett,  for  the  nomination  to  Congress.  Mr. 
Leggett  is  the  ultra  advocate  of  abolition — pledged  to  its  principles— 
and,  if  elected,  determined  to  move  in  Congress  for  the  repeal  of  the 
southern  coloured  social  state  now  existing  in  the  district  of  Columbia; 
and  also  for  a  resolution  to  admit  no  new  States  into  the  Union  without 
restrictions  on  that  point.  Mr.  Varian  is  for  the  unity,  peace,  and  har- 
mony of  the  country — decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  Southern  States  be 
allowed  to  alter  or  improve  their  social  condition  without  interference 
from  the  North. 

This  was  the  contest — these  were  the  parties.     What  was  done  ? 

The  Committee  voted  and  adjourned,  cursed  and  talked,  drank  and 
quarrelled ;  and  again  talked  and  quarrelled,  and  voted  and  adjourned, 
and  dranked  and  damned,  without  coming  to  any  decision.  In  the  outer 
rooms  the  same  excitenaent  prevailed.    The  whole  custom-house  was  in 


APFBKDIX  lU  309 

■ 

tke  field.  Here  was  the  collector  earnestly  holding  forth  in  one  comert 
the  district  attorney  in  the  other  quietly  putting  in  his  logical  epigram, 
and  the  crowd  of  tide-waiters  scudding  ahout  among  the  stormy  elements, 
like  Mother  Carey's  chickens  afler  the  foaming  wake  of  the  Royal  Wil- 
liam in  the  last  equinoctial  gale.  At  the  bar  of  Tammany  Hall  the 
whiskey,  brandy,  gin»  and  other  liquors,  flowed  fast  and.  strong,  v  Every 
fresh  cock-tail  only  increased  the  sublimity  of  the  speakers,  or  gave  a 
iresher  tinge  to  the  red-red  nose,  or  a  louder  twang  to  the  long-long 
tongues  of  the  Locofocos.  Hundreds  were  crowded  into  the  little  room, 
and  forty  spoke  at  once  with  all  that  grace  and  purity  which  usually 
characterize  the  classical  eloquence  at  Tammany  Hall.     We  give  a  few 

specimens  for  future  ages  to  take  pattern  after :  '*  I'll  be  eternally  d d 

if  I  go  for  Yarian — blast  Leggett,  he  is  an  abolitionist ! — but  he's  a  Lo- 
cofoco — if  you  don't  nominate  Yarian  we're  all  dished— I  won't  have  any 

man  but  Leggett— -d n — blood  and  thunder — ^Jesse,  is  that  you? — 

Bill  Price — Bill  Price— gods  and  little  fishes — Bill  Price,  Bill  Price— 

if  you  don't  nominate  Leggett,  d n  my  buttons  if  we  don't  kick  up 

all  hell  in   the  public  meeting — d n  Leggett — ^Yarian — blood — 

Whigs  —  bugs — Locos — blood  -—tit— grog— gin — ^boy s— fun — devil- 
hell,"  &c. 

Extract  from  the  Pennsylvanian. 

FORCING  MEN  TO  VOTE. 

We  publish  below  a  letter  from  a  respectable  gentleman  in  Hunting- 
don county,  speaking  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  recent  election 
in  that  county.  They  disclose  a  system  of  the  most  startling  corruption 
ever  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  should 
draw  down  upon  the  guilty  designers  and  perpetrators  of  it  the  most 
decided  evidences  of  reprobation  that  the  laws  will  admit  of. 

Alexandria^  Oct.  10,  1838. 

I  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  giving  you  the  result  of  the 
elections  in  this  section,  so  far  as  heard  from. 

Huntingdon  county  gives  Ritner  about  1000  majority.  Centre,  1144 
for  Porter.     Cambria,  100. 

The  above  result  m  Huntingdon  county  has  been  brought  about  by 
the  most  villanous  and  outrageous  conduct  on  the  part  of  our  opponents. 
Hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  men  from  the  line  of  canal  were  driven  to 
the  polls  and  compelled  to  vote  without  a  single  qualification.  In  Mor- 
ris township,  which,  includes  about  fifteen  miles  of  the  repairs  on  the 
canal,  the  most  unparalleled  scene  of  villany  that  ever  was  practised  on 
an  election-ground  in  Pennsylvania  was  enacted.  In  that  district  they 
polled  231  votes  in  1835,  and  yesterday  upwards  of  800  were  polled, 
and  Ritner  had  655  maj<»:ity.  A  canal  boss  stood  on  each  side  of  the 
window,  and  led  up  the  hands,  and  made  the  boys  go  the  figure  without 
having  any  questions  asked  by  the  tools  made  use  of  as  inspector  and 
judges  of  election.  Hundreds  of  foreigners,  who  have  not  been  two 
years  in  the  United  States,  voted  without  being  asked  any  questions. 

OFFICIAL  CONSPIRACY  AGAINST  THE  PEOPLE. 

Wb  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  Address  of  the 


310  APPENDIX  n. 

Adamt  county  Delegates,  and  acoompanying  documents,  copied  in 
to-day's  paper  from  the  Oettyshurg  Compiler.  They  will  find  in  it  a 
complete  and  undeniable  development  of  the  most  profligate  and  auda- 
cious attempt  on  the  part  of  the  minions  of  the  State  Executive,  clustered 
around  his  person,  to  betray  the  people,  that  ever  was  ventured  on  by  a 
desperate  cabal.  It  will  be  seen  that,  through  Henry  Buehler,  Clerk  of 
the  Senate,  son-in-law  to  George  Wolf,  and  in  whose  house  the  Governor 
resides,  orders  were  issued  to  the  office-holders  of  Adams  county,  to 
sdect  three  spurious  delegates,  and  pay  their  expenses  to  Harrisburg, 
that  they  mi^t  there  throw  the  power  into  the  hands  of  the  adhere&ti 
of  the  Governor,  by  contesting  the  seats  of  the  regular  delegates,  and 
force  a  nomination  on  the  people !  The  costs  of  this  proceeding  were  to 
be  refunded  from  H«rrisburg.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  Judge  Ellis 
licwis,  the  ringleader  of  the  Caucusites,  was  fully  informed  of  the  dark 
transaction,  as  well  as  of  a  similar  one  in  relation  to  Schuylkill  county, 
which  was  successful;  and  the  conclusion  is  impossible  to  be  avoided 
that  the  Governor  himself  was  a  participator  in  the  aiair,  and  urged 
it  on. 

Letter  from  Henry  Buehler  to  George  Ziegler^  Esg.y  Prothonotari/i 
7.  Fuller,  Esq.,  Attorney-at-Law,  or  WUliam  N,  Irvine,  Esq.^ 
Gettysburg,  Adams  Co,  Pol 

(private  and  confidential.) 

Harrisburg,  March  2, 1835. 

Dear  Sir, — It  has  just  been  asocartained  that  the  Muhlenberg  mea 
have  had  second  sets  of  delegates  elected  to  the  4th  of  March  Conv^tion 
from  Bucks,  Lycoming,  &c.  Their  object  is  to  leave  the  decision  on  the 
admission  of  the  minority  delegates  to  Adams,  Montgomery,  Chester, 
Lebanon,  Dauphin,  &c.,  and  thus  let  them  all  in  and  cheat  Governor 
Wolf  out  of  the  nomination.  The  only  course  left,  therefore,  for  tlie 
Democrats,  is  to  take  up  their  own  weapons,  dirty  as  they  are,  and  break 
their  heads  with  their  own  club.  All  the  disputed  counties  are  to  stand 
aside,  and  leave  the  undisputed  counties  to  settle  the  question.  Now 
the  real  interests  of  the  party  require  that  you  should  at  once  get  up  a 
second  set  of  delegates  from  Adams,  and  thus  destroy  the  vote  of  the 
delegates  on  the  admission  question ;  and  you  are  accordindy  requested, 
at  once,  to  convene  a  meeting  of  a  few  of  our  friends,  (half  a  dozen 
will  do,)  appoint  a  chairman  and  secretary,  and  then  offer  a  resolution, 
appointing  any  three  men  you  have  confidence  in  as  delegates  to  the 
Democratic  Convention  to  meet  here  on  the  4th,  to  represent  Adams 
county,  and  send  them  over.  It  is  taken  for  granted  that  you  will  have 
but  little  trouble  in  making  this  arrangement, 

The  travelUng  expenses,  Ac,  of  the  delegates,  should  you  find  diffi- 
culty in  getting  persons  to  come,  please  pay,  and  I  will  refund.  The 
delegates  should  be  at  Sourbeck*s  brick  tavern,  at  the  end  of  the  Harris- 
burg bridge,  by  nine  o*clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  4th  instant; 
there  they  will  find  a  person  who  will  explain  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  It  is  of  course  desirable  that  you  should  confide  this  matter  to  but 
few,  and  that  in  strict  confidence.  It  may  not  be  necessary  for  the  de* 
legates  to  go  into  convention  at  all,  and  if  so,  this  circumstance  of  ap- 
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pointing  a  second  set  will  nerer  be  known.  We  only  want  to  have  the 
delegates  here,  if  they  are  found  necessary  to  foil  the  artful  designs  oif 
the  enemy.  Please  write  by  the  bearer  what  we  may  depend  upon. 
You  had  better  keep  the]  bearer  until  you  have  delegates  appointed ;  ^nd 
then  send  him  off  with  a  letter  containing  the  particulars,  so  that  he  can 
get  here  any  time  on  Tuesday  night.  Please  also  seal  up  this  letter  again, 
and  send  it  back  by  the  bearer.  The  bearer  knows  nothing  at  all  about 
this  business  at  your  place,  nor  need  he ;  all  he  has  got  to  do  is  to  deliver 
this  letter,  and  receive  your  answer,  for  which  you  can  make  him  wait.  ^ 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

H.  Bubbler. 

Our  arrangements  are  such  that  if  you  keep  out  the  vote  of  the  Adams 
delegates  we  are  safe. 

The  delegates  should  bring  along  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  that 
appointed  them,  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary. 
[A  true  copy.] 

Extract  from  Mr.  Fuller^ s  Reply  to  Mr,  Buehler : — 

Ai^L  of  my  answer  to  Mr.  Buehlar  that  is  important  is  contained  in 
the  following  extract,  dated  2d  March,  1835 : — 

**  In  the  nomination  of  Muhlenberg  there  is  danger;  in  Wolf's  still 
more.  Our  only  safety  is  in  a  third  man.  And  I  cannot  comply  with 
your  request  for  two  reasons :  Fii:gt,  I  cannot,  upon  reflection,  think  of 
six  men  in  the  town  and  county  that  would  act  in  this  matter ;  and,  se- 
condly, I  think  it  politically  and  morally  dishonest. 

"  Yours,  &c. 

'*  J.  L.  Fuller." 


ELECTION   FRAUDS. 


ALLtmiNG  to  the  recent  election  frauds  throughout  the  State,  the 
Columbia  Pa.  Courard  says  : — 

**  It  is  asserted  on  good  authority  that  they  have  already  received  ac- 
connts  of  frauds  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  votes,  and  more  are 
daily  discovered.  A  gentleman  writing  from  Westmoreland,  or  an  ad- 
joining county,  says  that  they  have  discovered  sixteen  hundred  illegal 
votes  tnat  were  poued  in  two  or  three  counties,  and  that  the  investigation 
is  still  going  on,  and  they  know  not  where  it  will  end.  It  is  urgently 
recommended  that  no  man  give  up  any  bets  until  a  fair  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation is  had.  If  then  all  proves  fair  and  honourable,  no  man  will 
withhold  any  money  he  may  have  lost.  The  Locofocos  cannot  complain 
of  that  course  if,  as  they  say,  everything  is  fair  and  honourable.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  the  result  will  show  that  Joseph  Ritner  has  a  large 
majority  of  the  legal  votes  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  her  constitution  he  is  governor,  and  shoiQd  be  considered 
as  such  until  the  investigation  has  determined  him  to  be  otherwise.  We 
hope  every  friend  of  Joseph  Ritner  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws 
will  do  all  in  their  power  to  ferret  out  these  abuses — there  is  abundant 
work  for  all  lovers  of  order  in  this  field." 
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'  From  the  Public  Ledger. 

THE  NEW  CONSTITUTION.  • 

r  So  far  as  we  can  believe  official  returns  of  votes,  which,  it  is  admitted, 
are'  rather  fallacious  in  these  days  of  political  perjury,  forgery,  and 
gaming,  the  new  constitution  has  been  adopted. 

THE  OUTRAGE. 

Noticing  the  recent  outrage,  the  New  York\Sun  says—"  Mr.  Iiigersoll 
strains  a  point,  we  think;  and,  as  the  losing  inspectors  were  of  his  own 
party,  and  the  majority  of  Mr.  Naylor  is  undisputed,  will  lose  his  case 
before  Congress." 

The  Ne\o  York  Transcript  says,—"  Men  who  are  base  and  degene- 
rate enough  to  cheat  the  people  of  their  just  rights  in  this  way,  are  not 
too  good  to  steal  their  mother's  winding-sheet,  or  rob  their  father's 
coffin.  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  and  those  corrupt  judges,  stand  pilloried  in 
everlasting  infamy." 

From  the  Inquirer. 

It  appears  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  next  legislature  will  be  occupied  in  devising  means  calcu- 
lated to  remedy  the  existing  defects  in  our  election-laws.  That  some- 
thing should  be  done,  and  that  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  appears 
to  be  the  sentiment  of  all  good  men  throughout  this  community.  The 
frauds  committed  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia  alone  are  calculated  to 
call  a  blush  to  the  cheek  of  every  patriot,  and  to  lessen  the  respect  which 
all  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  heretofore  entertained  for  the  elect- 
ive franchise.  In  Southwark  and  Kensington,  particularly,  this  corrupt 
business  was  practised  to  a  frightful  extent.  It  is  known  that  in  the 
second  ward,  Southwark,  more  names  were  on  the  registry  than  there  were 
taxable  inhabitants  in  the  ward.  That  the  registry,  as  originally  made 
out,  contained  the  names  of  dead  men — ^men  who  had  moved  out  of  the 
ward — of  one  man  whose  coffin  had  been  made  by  the  assessor  himself— 
and  of  persons  not  entitled  to  vote  from  other  considerations.  In  the 
third  ward,  at  least  one  individual  was  detected  while  in  the  act  of  voting 
in  the  name  of  another  !  This  offender  confessed  that  twenty  others  had 
pursued  the  same  course  on  the  same  day,  and,  if  we  are  correctly 
informed,  he  implicated  an  officer  under  the  general  government !  It 
is  known  that,  at  the  counting  off  for  judges,  several  Southwark  watch- 
men stood  in  the  ranks  at  South  Penn,  while,  on  the  same  occasion, 
several  omnibuses  were  constantly  engaged  in  carrying  voters  from  one 
poll  to  another  !  The  conduct  of  the  Locofocos  at  Roxborough,  in 
blocking  up  the  way  to  the  poll,  and  thus  preventing  a  fair  election, 
is  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  frauds  that 
are  known  to  have  characterised  the  recent  election  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia.  Surely,  under  such  circumstances,  it  devolves  upon  the 
legislature  to  institute  an  investigation ;  or,  if  that  be  deemed  a  work  of 
supererogation,  to  adopt  means  calculated  to  remedy  the  evil.  Other- 
wise the  elective  franchise  will  become  a  mere  farce,  and  our  quiet, 
peace-loving,  and  law -regarding  citizens  will  refuse  to  go  to  the  polls. 


appKkdix  II.  813 

'From  the  Philadetphia  United  States  Gazette? 

We  stated  in  our  last  the  situation  in  whicli  the  county  returns  were 
left  on  Friday  afternoon.  We  learn  that  those  judges  who  were  willing 
that  the  people  should  be  heard,  made  out  correct  returns  of  the  county 
on  return-day,  (Friday,)  and  handed  them  to  the  sheriff,  who,  in  fulfil- 
ment of  his  duties,  forwarded  them  to  Harrisburg. 

On  Saturday  those  return-judges  who  had  been  unfortunately  induced 
to  hesitate  between  duty  and  party  feajty  carried  to  the  sheriff  another 
set  of  returns.  These,  of  course,  could  not  be  sent  to  Harrisburg,  inas- 
much as  one  set  of  returns  had  already  been  forwarded. 

This  state  of  affairs,  so  disastrous  to  the  Van  Buren  men,  was 
brought  about  by  the  greediness  of  Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  to  have  him- 
self returned  as  member  elect  to  Congress  from  the  third  district ;  and 
though  his  wicked  plans  were,  it  would  seem,  adopted  by  the  judges, 
yet,  no  sooner  is  it  proved  that  he  has  overreached  them,  than  those 
who  would  have  rejoiced  with  him  in  success  turn  and  curse  him  as  the 
author  of  their  misfortunes.  The  commonwealth  has  certainly  much 
occasion  to  blush  for  the  disgraceful  plot  which  has  exploded. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Courier  and  Inquirer  of  Monday  we  copy  the 
following  on  the  same  subject : — 

Onb  of  the  largest  public  meetings  that  was  ever  convened  on  any 
public  occasion  will  be  held  in  the  Northern  Liberties  this  evening.  The 
object  is  to  consider  the  daring  and  atrocious  fraud  by  which  the 
Locofoco  return-judges  of  the  county  have  attempted  to  deprive  more 
than  five  thousand  freemen  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  In  our  paper  of 
Saturday  we  gave  a  brief  outline  of  the  facts  of  the  case  as  far  as  they 
had  transpired.  We  will  only  repeat  now,  that,  in  consequence  of  some 
alleged  informality  in  the  returns  of  the  Seventh  Ward,  Northern  Liber- 
ties, a  Locofoco  ward  by  the  way,  the  Locofoco  judges  determined  to 
throw  out  every  vote  given  by  the  citizens  of  the  Northern  Liberties  in 
all  the  seven  wards.  A  more  monstrous  decision — a  more  ruthless  vio- 
lation of  right,  justice,  common  sense,  and  the  laws — scould  scarcely  be 
conceived.  It  was  everywhere  received  with  a  burst  of  indignation, 
while  hundreds  of  the  respectable  and  reasonable  members  of  the  Van 
Buren  party  spoke  of  it,  and  continue  to  speak,  in  the  strongest  terms  of 
reprobation. 

In  order  to  understand  the  case  fully,  and  to  appreciate  the  real 
objects  and  motives  of  those  engaged  in  this  black  transaction,  it  is  necea- 
sary  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  Northern  Liberties  gave  Mr.  Naylor 
a  majority  of  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  votes,  and  secured  his  tri- 
umph^t  re-election  by  the  majority  of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five 
vote».  Mr.  Ingersoll  and  his  friends  were  aware  of  this,  and  hence,  in 
order  to  give  that  gentleman  any  prospect  whatever,  it  was  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  high-handed  measure  alluded  to.  A  more  daring  or  profli- 
gate instance  of  political  fraud  or  madness  cannot  be  found  on  record. 
It  is  everywhere  repudiated  as  the  desperate  device  of  a  desperate  man, 
while  all  who  participated  in  it  will  justly  be  held  accountable  to  an  in- 
censed and  outraged  community.  It  cannot,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
affect  the  election  of  Mr.  Naylor. 
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BUfiCTIONBBRINCf  THRBATS. 

To  the  Commisnoners  of  the  Incorporated  District  of  the  Norihem 

Liberties, 

The  Petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  district  of  the  Northeni 

Liberties 

Respectfully  represents,  that  they  have  seen  with  pain  and  alam 
incendiary  publications  circulating  within  the  district,  by  which  the 
people  are  encouraged  to  set  aside  all  law  at  the  coming  election,  take 
the  matter  of  the  election  into  their  hands,  seize  the  voters  and  commit 
violence  upon  their  persons,  overawe  the  judges  and  officers  of  the  elec- 
tion, and,  in  fact,  break  into  the  house  and  seize  and  punish  all  those 
officers  who  may  incur  their  displeasure,  and  for  the  day  and  time  give 
up  the  people  to  violence,  and  their  sacred  rights  and  suffirage  tothede- 
cision  of  blood. 

Your  petitioners  further  represent  that  they  are  peace-loving  people, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  your  board  to  protect  the  peace  of  your  district 
and  the  persons  of  your  citizens  from  violence  and  invasion,  and  they 
therefore  respectfully  request  that  you  may  take  such  measures  as  will 
secure  the  peace  of  the  district  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens  at  the 
coming  election* 

ELECTION  DUELS. 

Extract  of  a  letter^  dated  New  Orleans^  July  4, 1838. 

Our  city  is  all  commotion  in  consequence  of  the  election.  Never 
before  was  there  so  much  excitement.  Almost  every  man  goes  to  the 
polls  armed,  and  already  there  are  fifteen  or  twenty  duek  on  the  tapis, 
to  come  off  immediately  after  the  election.  Last  week  we  had  one 
between  two  Philadelphians — Barclay  and  McLiaagfalin :  the  latter  was 
shot  through  the  heart  the  second  fire.  There  have  been  eight  fought 
within  the  last  two  days. 

ELECTION  DOINGS  AT  BALTIMORE. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  perceive  by  the  papers  that  the  Whigs  have 
again  triumphed :  the  caute  of  the  people  has  been  nobly  suatained ;  hat 
I  regret  to  inform  you  that  a  riot  of  a  very  serious  character  todc  place, 
and  1  fear  loss  of  life  has  been  the  consequence.  I  was  on  duty  as  a 
volunteer  from  eleven  o'clock  till  a  quarter  past  four  diis  morning,  with 
a  musket  on  my  shoulder.  We  muaCered  aJbout  three  hundred  deter- 
mined men,  and  were  under  strict  martial  law*  Notwithstaading  the 
Locofocos  did  all  in  their  power  to  intimidate  ua  by  Lyncb-law,  we 
maintained  our  ground.  I  must  close,  aa  the  cars  are  about  startiof. 
The  reault  is  a  glorious  one* 


AN  ELECTION  PLACARD. 

Working  Men  and  Democrats^  to  the  Rescue  1  /  i-^Third  District 

Meeting. 

The  old-fashioned^Democrats  of  the  TTiird  District,  opposed  to  the 
Sub-Treasury,  and  in  favour  of  Old  Joe,  the  Farmer,  Charlbt,  the 
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Combmaker  and  Drmprnm^  and  honest  Old  Dan,  the  Butcher ^  will  meet 
to-night  (6th  instant),  at  seven  o'clock,  at  the  spadows  yard  of  Joseph 
R.  Delph,  sign  of  the  Black  Bear,  Third-street,  above  CaJlowhill,  and  in 
a  voice  of  thunder  proclaim  against  Van  Burenism,  Sab-Treasury  ism, 
Lynch-lawism,  Agrarianism.^Locofocoism,  Mob-lawism,  Tory  Ingersoll- 
ism,  and  all  species  of  Despotism. 

N.B.—  The  meeting  will  be  addressed  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  not 
in  the  pay  of  the  Genial  Government. 


BALXfOT. 

Ths  following  extract  shows--*a8  indeed  do  most  of  the  preoeding-**the 
total  inefficiency  of  the  ballot,  as  a  remedy  for  preventing  any  one  of  the 
evils  of  popular  elections : — 

"  The  late  Elections — the  Frauds  And  false  Returns  of  the  Locofocos. 

*'  The  late  governor's  election  has  been  conducted  by  the  friends  of 
Porter  with  a  bitterness  and  recklessness  unparalleled  even  in  the  war- 
fare of  those  unprincipled  politicians.  Not  oidy  haye  they  dealt  in  the 
most  unblashixig  falsehoods  and  shameless  calumnies,  but  at  the  polls, 
and  in  the  countii^  off  of  the  tickets  and  making  out  of  the  returns, 
frauds  are  believed,  by  judicious  and  inquiring  men,  to  have  been  com- 
mitted to  an  amount  exceeding  10,000  votes !  This  may  seem  incredi- 
ble to  those  of  our  readers  who  have  not  been  informed  of  the  villanous 
mode  pursued  by  the  Locofoco  party  heretofore  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  this  year  extended  into  every  county  where  they  had  large 
ma)oritieB. 

**  Por  the  last  ten  years,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  votes  re- 
turned have  borne  no  resemblance  to  the  votes  actually  polled.  The 
inspectors  and  judges  being  secured,  the  tickets  are  polled  before  the 
day  of  election,  and,  when  they  count  off,  the  spurious  box  is  substituted 
for  the  genuine  one.  Tickets,  with  names  to  correspond,  are  added  far 
beyond  those  actually  polled.  Such  this  year  is  known  to  have  been 
the  case  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  especially  in  Kensington,  making 
a  difference  against  Mr.  Ritner  of  about  2000  votes. 

"  That  corrupt  system,  long  practised  in  Philaddphia  county,  has 
this  year  been  put  in  successful  operation  in  Berks,  and  almost  all  their 
strong  counties.  In  many  of  them,  where  the  instruments  were  bung- 
lers, they  have  not  been  able  to  add  through  the  whole  ticket,  but  have 
added  only  the  governor's  tickets.  In  several  counties  the  votes  re- 
turned for  governor  are  from  300  to  500  more  than  for  the  other  parts 
of  the  ticket.  This  is  conclusive  evidence  of  fraud.  In  other  counties 
more  votes  have  been  returned  than  there  are  taxables !  A  thing  im- 
possible to  be  honestly  done,  except  where  public  works  are  in  progress. 
The  votes  actually  polled  heretofore  have  usually  been  about  two-3iirds 
as  many  as  the  taxables  in  the  state.  It  is  believed  that  30^000  more 
votes  over  1835  are  this  year  returned  than  the  true  increase  of  voters, 
s  **  In  the  county  of  Philadelphia  the  Porter  return-judges  excluded  the 
whole  of  the  North  Liberties,  which  gave  Mr.  Ritner  about  2500  votes. 
In  Huntingdon  county  they  struck  out  Morris  township,  which  gave  him 
about  600  majority.  In  Lycoming  county  they  rejected  Youngwomans- 
town  district,  which  gave  him  about  550  majority.     More  than  1500 
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fraudulent  votes  can  be  proved  in  Berks,  and  in  other  counties,  enough 
to  reduce  Mr.  Porter  into  the  minority,  and  conclusively  show  that  the 
whole  election  has  been  so  tainted  with  fraud  as  to  render  it  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  people  to  declare  it  void.  The  elective  franchise  is  a 
mockery  if  such  things  are  permitted  to  pass  uuexamined.  Honest  men 
had  better  stay  away  from  the  polls,  and  let  the  gamblers  have  it  all  their 
own  way,  unless  such  villany  be  prosecuted  and  corrected. 

*'  In  returning  the  senators  elect,  the  Porter  judges  in  Philadelphia 
county  refused  to  count  the  votes  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  so  as  to 
return  Ingersoll  to  Congress  and  their  county  ticket.  In  the  Hunting- 
don, Union,  Juniata,  Mifflin,  and  Perry  district,  they  threw  away  Hun- 
tingdon county  altogether,  because  it  gave  900  majority  to  the  Ritner 
ticket,  and  they  returned  the  Porter  senators. 

"It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate  all  similar  cases  of  fraud. 
Enough  has  been  stated  to  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  the  villany  of 
the  late  election." 


INFAMOUS  ELECTION  OUTRAGE. 

We  subjoin  from  the  Harrisburg  Keystone  an  account  of  an  infamous 
outrage  on  the  part  of  the  myrmidons  of  Joseph  Ritner  in  Dauphin 
county.  What  say  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania  to  such  proceedings  as 
these  ?— 

In  Halifax,  the  officers  upon  the  Wisconisco  Feeder,  with  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  imported  labourers,  marched  up  to  the  polls,  broke  into 
the  room  occupied  by  the  election -board,  threw  the  constable,  clerks,  and 
judges  out  of  doors,  broke  open  the  ballot-boxes,  and  scattered  the  votes 
in  the  street,  and  proceeded  to  hold  an  illegal  election !  The  DemocrstB 
all  withdrew.  To-day  a  number  of  the  rioters  were  taken  into  custody. 
The  superintendent,  supervisor,  engineer,  several  contractors  and  hands, 
were  bound  over  to  answer  at  the  quarter-sessions  for  their  crimiDal 
conduct.  This  outrageous  invasion  of  the  ballot-box  has  never  been 
equalled  since  the  reign  of  terror  under  old  John  Adams  in  1798. 

Let  the  people  remember  that  these  hired  retainers  of  Thaddeus  Ste- 
vens are  but  obeying  the  orders  of  their  master,  and  that  it  is  by  such 
nefarious  means  that  they  hope  to  re-elect  Governor  Ritner. 


ai7 
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ON  THE  CHARACTER  OF  STEPHEN  GIRARD,  THE  BANKER— THE  MISAP- 
PROPRIATION OF  HIS  MUNIFICENT  CHARITABLE  BEQUESTS — CHARAC- 
TER   OF   THE    AMERICAN   REPUBLICANS. 

The  Will  of  the  IcUe  Stephen  Oirardj  Esq, 

I9  Stephen  Girard,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  common- 
w<^th  of  Pennsylvania,  mariner  and  merchant,  being  of  'sound  mind, 
memory,  and  understanding,  do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament,  in  manner  following  :  that  is  to  say — 

I.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  ''  The  Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospitlil,"  of  which  corporation  I  am  a  member,  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  upon  the  following  conditions,  namely,  that  the  said 
sum  shall  be  added  to  their  capital,  and  shall  remain  a  part  thereof  for 
ever,  to  be  placed  at  interest,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  in 
the  first  place,  to  pay  to  my  black  woman,  Hannah,  (to  whom  I  hereby 
give  her  nreedom,)  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  year,  in  quarterly 
payments  of  fifty  dollars  each  in  advance,  during  all  the  term  of  her  life ; 
and,  in  the  second  place j  the  said  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  use  and 
aoeommodation  of  the  sick  in  the  said  hospital,  and  for  providing  and 
at  all  times  having  competent  matrons,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  nurses 
and  assistant  nurses,  in  order  not  only  to  promote  the  purposes  of  the 
said  hospital,  but  to  increase  this  last  class  of  useful  persons  much 
wanted  in  our  city. 

II.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  "  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  "  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  that 
Institution. 

III.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  ''The  Orphan  Asylum  of  Philadelphia  " 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  that  Institution. 

I Y.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  '*  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Public  Schools 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  "  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  use  of  the  schools  upon  the  Lancaster  system  in  the  first  section 
of  the  first  school  district  of  ^Pennsylvania. 

V.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  *'  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia,"  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  trust  safely  to  invest 
the  same  in  some  productive  fund,  and  with  the  interest  and  dividends 
arising  therefrom  to  purchase  fuel  between  the  months  of  March  and 
August  in  every  year  for  ever,  and  in  the  month  of  January  in  every 
year  for  ever  distribute  the  same  among  poor  white  house-keepers  and 
room-keepers,  of  good  character,  residing  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

VI.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  poor  and 
distressed  masters  of  ships,  their  widows  and  children,  (of  whicn  society 

.  I  am  a  member,)  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  their 
capital  stock,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  said  society. 

YII.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  gentlemen  who  shall  be  trustees  of 
the  Masonic  Loan  at  the  time  of  my  decease  the  [sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  including  therein  ten  thousand  and  nine  hundred  dollars 
due  to  mey  part  of  the  Masonic  LoaOj  and  any  interest  that  may  be  due 
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tbereon^  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  henefit  of 
"  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereto 
belonging,"  and  to  be  paid  over  by  the  said  trustees  to  the  said  Grand 
Lodge,  for  the  purpose  of  being  invested  in  some  safe  stock  or  funds,  or 
other  good  seeuvity,  and  the  dividends  and  interest  arising  therefrom  to  be 
again  so  invested  and  added  to  the  capital,  without  applying  any  part 
thereof  to  any  other  purpose,  until  the  whole  capital  shall  amount  to 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  when  the  same  shall  for  ever  after  remain  a  per- 
manent fund  or  capital  of  the  said  amount  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  the 
interest  whereof  shall  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  the  relief  of  poor 
and  respectable  brethren ;  and,  in  order  that  the  real  and  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  masonic  institutions  may  be  attained,  I  recommend  to  the 
several  lodges  not  to  admit  to  membership,  or  to  receive  members  irom 
other  lodges,  unless  the  applicants  shall  absolutely  be  seen  of  sound  and 
good  morals. 

VIIL  I  give  and  bequeath  imto  Philip  Peltz,  John  Lentz,  Francis 
Hesley,  Jacob  Baker,  and  Adam  Young,  of  Passyunk  township,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  in  trust  that 
they  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  shall  purchase  a  suitable  piece 
of  ground,  as  near  as  may  be  m  the  centre  of  said  township,  and  thereon 
erect  a  substantial  brick  building,  sufficiently  large  for  a  sehoolbonse, 
and  the  residence  of  a  schoolmaster,  one  part  thereof  for  poor  male  white 
children,  and  the  other  part  for  poor  female  white  childrenof  said  township; 
and  as  soon  as  the  said  schoolhouse  shall  have  been  built,  that  they,  the 
said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  shall  convey  the  said 
piece  of  ground  and  house  thereon  erected,  and  shall  pay  over  such 
balance  of  said  sum  as  may  remain  unexpended,  to  any  board  of  di- 
rectors and  their  successors  in  trust  which  may  at  the  time  exist  or  be 
by  law  constituted,  consisting  of  at  Ifeast  twelve  discreet  inhabitants  of 
the  said  township,  and  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
the  said  piece  of  ground  and  house  to  be  careftilly  maintained  by  said 
directors  and  their  successors  solely  for  the  purposes  of  a  school  as  afore- 
said for  ever,  and  the  said  balance  to  be  securely  invested  as  a  perma- 
nent fund,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied  from  time  to  time  towards 
the  education  in  the  said  school  of  any  number  of  such  poor  white  chil- 
dren of  said  township ;  and  I  do  hereby  recommend  to  the  citizens  of 
said  township  to  make  additions  to  the  fynd  whereof  I  have  laid  the 
foundation. 

IX.  I  give  and  devise  my  house,  and  lot  of  ground  thereto  belonging, 
situate  in  rue  Ramouet  aux  Chartrons,  near  the  city  of  Bourdeaux,  in 
France,  and  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof,  to  my  brother,  Etienne 
Girard,  and  my  niece,  Victoire  Fenellon,  (daughter  of  my  late  sister 
Sophia  Girard  Capayron,  both  residing  in  France,)  in  equal  moieties  for 
the  life  of  my  said  brother,  and,  on  his  decease,  one  moiety  of  the  said 
house  and  lot  to  my  said  niece  Victoire,  and  her  heirs  for  ever,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  six  children  of  my  said  brother,  namely,  John 
Fabricius,  Marguerite,  Ann  Henriette,  Jean  August,  Marie,  and  Made- 
leine Henrietta,  share  and  share  alike,  (the  issue  of  any  deceased  child, 
if  more  than  one,  to  take  amongst  them  the  parent's  share,)  and  their 
heirs  for  ever. 

X.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  brother,  Etienne  Girard,  the  som 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Kke  sum  of  five  thousand  dolkn  to  each 
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of  his  six  children  aboTe  nflEmed  :  if  any  of  tbe  tftid  chiMren  shall  die 
prior  to  the  receipt  of  his  or  her  legacy  of  five  thousand  dollars,  the  said 
sum  shall  be  paid,  and  I  give  and  beqneath  the  same,  to  any  issue  of 
such  deceased  child,  if  more  than  one,  share  and  share  alike. 

XI.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  niece,  Yictoire  Fenellon,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

XII.  I  give  and  ^bequeath  absolutely  to  my  niece  'Antoinetta,  now 
married  to  Mr.  Hemphill,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  I  also 
give  and  bequeath  to  her  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
over  to  a  trustee  or  trustees,  to  be  appointed  by  my  executors,  which 
trustee  or  trustees  shall  place  and  continue  the  said  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  upon  good  security,  and  pay  the  interest  and  dividends 
thereof,  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  accrue,  to  my  said  niece  for  her 
separate  use,  during  the  term  of  her  life ;  and  from  and  immediately 
afcer  her  decease  to  pay  and  distribute  the  capital  to  and  among  sucn 
of  her  children  and  the  issue  of  deceased  children,  and  in  such  parts 
and  shares,  as  she  the  said  Antoinetta,  by  any  instrument  under  her 
hand  and  seal,  executed  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses, 
shall  direct  and  appoint ;  and  for  default  of  such  appointment,  then  to 
and  among  the  said  children  and  issue  of  deceased  children  in  equal 
shares,  such  issue  of  deceased  children,  if  more  than  one,  to  take  only 
the  share  which  their  deceased  parent  would  have  taken  if  living. 

XIII.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  niece  Carolina,  now  married  to 
Mr.  Haslam,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  over  to  a 
trustee  or  trustees  to  be  appointed  by  my  executors,  which  trustee  or 
trustees  shall  place  and  continue  the  said  money  upon  good  security, 
and  pay  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof  from  time  to  time  as  they 
shair  accrue  to  my  said  niece,  for  her  separate  use,  during  the  term 
of  her  life ;  and  from  and  immediately  after  her  decease  to  pay  and 
distribute  the  capital  to  and  among  such  of  her  children  and  issue  of 
deceased  children,  and  in  such  parts  and  shares,  as  she  the  said 
Carolina,  by  any  instrument  under  her  hand  and  seal,  executed  in  the 
presence  of  at  least  two  credible  witnesses,  shall  direct  and  appoint;  and 
for  default  of  sucK  appointment,  then  to  and  among  the  said  children,  and 
issue  of  deceased  children,  in  equal  shares,  such  issue  of  deceased 
children,  if  more  than  one,  to  take  only  the  share  which  the  deceased 
parent  would  have  taken  if  living ;  but  if  my  said  niece  Carolina  shall 
leave  no  issue,  then  the  said  trustee  or  trustees,  on  her  decease,  shall 
pay  the  said  capital,  and  any  interest  accrued  thereon,  to  and  among 
Caroline  Lallemand  (niece  of  the  said  Carolina)  and  the  children  of 
the  aforesaid  Antoinetta  Hemphill,  share  and  share  alike. 

XIV.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  niece  Henrietta,  now  married  to 
Dr.  Clark,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  her  daughter  Caroline,  in  the  last  clause  above  named,  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars — ^the  interest  of  the  said  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  applied  to 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  said  Caroline  during  her  minority, 
and  the  principal,  with  any  accumulated  interest,  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
Caroline  on  her  arrival  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

XV.  Unto  each  of  the  captains  who  shall  be  in  my  employment  at 
the  time  of  my  decease,  either  in  port  or  at  sea,  having  charge  of  one  of 
my  ships  or  vessels,  and  having  performed  at  least  two  voyages  in  my 
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service,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  fifteen!  hundred  dollars— pro- 
vided he  shall  have  brought  safely  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  or,  if 
at  sea  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  shall  bring  safely  into  that  port,  my 
ship  or  vessel  last  intrusted  to  him,  and  also  that  his  conduct  during  the 
last  voyage  shall  have  been  in  every  respect  conformable  to  my  instruc- 
tions to  him. 

XVI.  All  persons  who,  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  shall  be  bound  to 
me  by  indenture,  as  apprentices  or  servants,  and  who  shall  then  be 
under  age,  I  direct  my  executors  to  assign  to  suitable  masters  im- 
mediately after  my  decease,  for  the  remainder  of  their  respective  terms, 
on  conditions  as  favourable  as  they  can  in  regard  to  education,  clothing, 
and  freedom  dues  :  to  each  of  the  said  persons  in  my  service  and  under 
age  at  the  time  of  my  decease  I  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  ii?e 
hundred  dollars,  which  sum  respectively  I  direct  my  executors  safely 
to  invest  in  public  stock,  to  apply  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof 
towards  the  education  of  the  several  apprentices  or  servants  for  whom 
the  capital  is  given  respectively,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  ap- 
prenticeship or  service  of  each  to  pay  to  him  or  her  the  said  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  and  any  interest  accrued  thereon,  if  any  such 
interest  shall  remain  ^unexpended;  in  assigning  any  indenture,  pre- 
ference shall  be  given  to  the  mother,  father,  or  next  relation,  as  assignee, 
should  such  mother,  father,  or  relative  desire  it,  and  be  at  the  same  time 
respectable  and  competent. 

XVII.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Francis  Hesley  (son  of  Mrs.  S. 
Hesley,  who  is  mother  of  Marianne  Hesley)  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  over  and  above  such  sum  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  my  decease. 

XYIII.  I  charge  my  real  estate  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  with  the 
payment  of  the  several  annuities  or  sums  following,  (the  said  annuities 
to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, appointed  by  the  corporation  thereof  for  the  purpose,  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  said  real  estate  hereinafter  directed  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly rented,)  namely : 

1st.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ingersoll,  widow  of 
Jared  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  late  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  counsellor-at- 
law  an  annuity,  or  yearly  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in 
half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  during 
her  life. 

2d.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Catharine  Girard,  now  widow  of 
Mr.  J.  B.  Hoskins,  who  died  in  the  Isle  of  France,  an  annuity  or  yearly 
sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in 
advance,  of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

3d.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Jane  Taylor,  my  present  house- 
keeper, (the  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Alexander  Taylor,  who  was 
master  of  my  ship  Helvetius,  and  died  in  my  employment,)  an  annuity 
or  yearly  sum  of  fiwe  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  pay- 
ments, in  advance,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  during  her 
life. 

4th.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  S.  Hesley,  my  housekeeper  at  my 
place  in  Passyunk  township,  an  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

5th«  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Marianne  Hesley,  daughter  of  Mrs.  S. 
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Hesley^  an  aunurty  or  yearly  sum  of  tluree  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  her  mother,  for  her  use,  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  until  the  said  Marianne  shall  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when  the  said  annuity  shall  cease, 
and  the  said  Marianne  will  receive  the  five  hundred  dollars  given  to 
her  and  other  indented  persons,  according  to  Clause  XVI.  of  this  will. 

6th.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  late  housekeeper,  Mary  Kenton,  an 
annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half- 
yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each, 
during  her  life. 

7th.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Deborah  Scott,  sister  of  Mary  Ken- 
ton,  and  wife  of  Mr.  Edwin  T.  Scott,  an  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

8th.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Catharine  M'Laren,  sister  of  Mary 
Kenton,  and  wife  of  Mr.  M.  M'Laren,  an  annuity  or  yearly  sum  oV 
three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

9th.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Amelia  G.  Taylor,  wife  of  Mr. 
Richard  M.  Taylor,  an  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
to  he  paid  in  half-yearly  payments,  in  advance,  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  each,  during  her  life. 

XIX.  All  that  part  of  my  real  and  personal  estate,  near  Washita,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  said  real  estate  consisting  of  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  eight  thousand  arpens  or  acres  of  land,  and  including 
therein  the  settlement  hereinafter-mentioned,  I  give,  devise,  and  be- 
queath, as  follows,  namely : 

1-  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New 
Orleans,  their  successors  and  assigns,  all  that  part  of  my  real  estate 
constituting  the  settlement  formed  on  my  behalf  by  my  particular 
friend,  Judge  Henry  Bree,  of  Washita,  consisting  of  upwards  of  one 
thousand  arpens  or  acres  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances  and  improve- 
ments thereon,  and  also  all  the  personal  estate  thereto  belonging,  and 
thereon  remaining,  including  upwards  of  thirty  slaves  now  on  said 
settlement,  and  their  increase,  in  trust,  however,  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing reservations : 

I  desire  that  no  part  of  the  said  estate  or  property,  or  the  slaves  there- 
on, or  their  increase,  shall  be  disposed  of  or  sold  for  the  term  of  twenty 
years  from  and  after  my  decease,  should  the  said  Judge  Henry  Brec 
survive  me  and  live  so  long,  but  that  the  said  settlement  shall  be  kept 
up  by  the  said  Judge  Henry  Bree,  for  and  during  said  term  of  twenty 
years,  as  if  it  was  his  own ;  that  is,  it  shall  remain  under  his  sole  care 
and  control :  he  shall  improve  the  same  by  raising  such  produce  as  he 
may  deem  most  advisable,  and,  after  paying  taxes,  and  all  expenses  in 
keeping  up  the  settlement,  by  clothing  the  slaves  and  otherwise,  he 
shall  have  and  enjoy  for  his  own  use  all  the  nett  profits  of  said  set** 
tlement.  Provided,  however,  and  I  desire  that  the  said  Judge  Henry 
Bree  shall  render  annually  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  Or- 
leans a  report  of  the  state  of  the  settlement,  the  income  and  expenditure 
thereof,  the  number  and  increase  of  tiie  slaves,  and  the  nett  result  of  the 
whole.  I  desire  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  twenty  years, 
or  on  the  decease  of  the  said  Judge  Henry  Bree,  should  he  not  live  so 
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long,  the  land  and  improvements  forming  said  settlement,  the  Blavea 
thereon  or  thereto  belonging,  and  all  other  appurtenant  personal  pro* 
perty,  shall  be  sold,  as  soon  as  the  said  Corporation  shall  deem  it  advis- 
able to  do  so,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale  or  sales  shall  be  applied 
by  the  said  Corporation  to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  they  shall  consider 
most  likely  to  promote  the  health  and  general  prosperity  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Sut,  until  the  said  sale  shall  be  made, 
the  said  Corporation  shall  pay.  i^l  taxes,  prevent  waste  or  intrusion,  and 
so  manage  the  said  settlement  and  the  slaves,  and  their  increase  thereon, 
as  to  derive  an  income,  and  the  said  income  shall  be  applied  from  time 
to  time  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes  for  the  health  and  general  pros- 
perity of  the  said  inhabitants. 

2.  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  their  successors  and  assigns,  two  undivided  third  parts 
of  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  said  real  estate,  being  the  lands  unim- 
proved near  Washita,  in  the  said  State  of  Louisiana,  in  trust  that,  in 
common  with  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  they  shall 
pay  the  taxes  on  the  said  lands,  and  preserve  them  from  waste  or  intru- 
sion, for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  and  after  my  decease,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  said  term,  when  they  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so,  shall  sell 
and  dispose  of  their  interest  in  said  lands  gradually  from  time  to  time, 
and  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  Uie  same  uses  and  purposes 
hereinafter  declared  and  directed  of  and  concerning  the  residue  of  my 
personal  estate. 

3.  And  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  New  Orleans,  their  successors  and  assigns,  the  remaining  one  undi- 
vided third  part  of  the  said  lauds,  in  trust,  in  common  with  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  said 
lands,  and  preserve  them  from  v^aste  and  intrusion,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years  from  and  after  my  decease,  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  term,  when 
they  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  their  in- 
terest in  said  lands  gradually  from  time  to  time,  and  to  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sales  to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  the  said  Coiporation 
may  consider  most  likely  to  promote  the  health  and  general  prosperity 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

XX.  And  whereas  I  have  been  for  a  long  time  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  educating  the  poor,  and  of  placing  them,  by  the  early  cul- 
tivation of  their  minds  and  the  development  of  their  moral  principles, 
above  the  many  temptations  to  which  through  poverty  and  ignorance 
they  are  exposed ;  and  I  am  particularly  desirous  to  provide  for  such 
a  number  of  poor  male  white  orphan  children  as  can  be  trained  in 
one  institution  a  better  education  as  well  as  a  more  comfortable  main- 
tenance than  they  usually  receive  from  the  application  of  the  public 
funds ;  And  whereas,  together  with  the  object  just  adverted  to,  I  have 
sincerely  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and,  as  a  part 
of  it,  am  desirous  to  improve  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Delaware, 
so  that  the  health  of  the  citizens  may  be  promoted  and  preserved,  and 
that  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  may  be  made  to  correspond  better 
with  the  interior :  Now,  I  do  give,  devise,  and  bequeath,  all  the  residue 
and  remainder  of  my  real  and  personal  estate,  of  every  sort  and  kind, 
wheresoever  situate  (the  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania  charged  aforesaid), 
unto  the  "  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citiaens  of  Philadelplua,"  their  sue- 
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ceBSors  and  assigns,  in  trust,  to  and  for  the  several  uses,  intents,  and 
purposes  hereinafter  mentioned  and  declared  of  and  concerning  the 
same,  that  is  to  say :  so  far  as  regards  my  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  trust,  that  no  part  thereof  shall  ever  be  sold  or  alienated  by  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  or  their  successors,  but 
the  same  shall  for  aver  thereafter  be  [let  from  time  to  time  to  good 
tenantq  at  yearlyf  or  other  rents,  and  upon  leases  in  possession  not 
exceeding  five  years  from  the  commencement  thereof,  and  that  the  rents, 
issues,  and  profits  arising  therefrom  shall  be  applied  towards  keeping 
that  part  of  the  said  real  estate  situate  in  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia  constantly  in  good  repair  (parts  elsewhere  situate  to  be 
kept  in  repair  by  the  tenants  thereof  respectively),  and  towards  improv- 
ing the  same,  whenever  necessary,  by  erecting  new  buildings,  and  that 
the  nett  residue  (after  paying  the  several  annuities  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided for)  be  applied  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  are  herein 
declared  of  and  concerning  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate.  And  so 
far  as  regards  my  real  estate  in  Kentucky,  now  under  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Triplett  and  Brumley,  in' trust,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same, 
whenever  it  may  be^expedient  to  do  so,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  are  herein  declared  of  and  con- 
cerning the  residue  of  my  personal  estate. 

XXI.  And  so  far  as  regards  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate,  in 
trust,  as  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  part  thereof  to  apply  and  expend  so 
much  of  that  sum  as  may  be  necessary  in  erecting,  as  soon  as  practicably 
may  be,  in  the  centre  of  my  square  of  ground  between  High  and  Chesnut 
streets,  and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
(which  square  of  ground  I  hereby  devote  for  the  purposes  hereinafter 
stated,  and  for  no  other,  for  ever,)  a  permanent  college,  with  suitable  out- 
buildings, sufficiently  spacious  for  the  residence  and  accommodation  of 
at  least  three  hundred  scholars,  and  the  requisite  teachers  and  other 
persons  necessary  in  such  an  institution  as  I  direct  to  be  established : 
and  in  supplying  the  said  college  and  out-bmldings  with  decent  and 
suitable  furniture,  as  well  as  books  and  all  things  needful  to  carry  into 
effect  my  general  design. 

The  sud  college  shaJl  be  constructed  with  the  most  durable  materials, 
and  in  the  most  permanent  manner,  avoiding  needless  ornament,  and 
attending  chiefly  to  the  strength,  convenience,  and  neatness  of  the  whole : 
it  shall  be  at  least  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  east  and  west,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  north  and  south,  and  shall  be  built  on  lines  parallel 
with  High  and  Chesnut  streets,  and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  pro- 
vided those  lines  shall  constitute  at  their  junction  right  angles :  it  shall 
be  three  stories  in  height,  each  story  at  least  fifteen  feet  high  in  the  clear 
from  the  floor  to  the  cornice  :  it  shall  be  fire-proof  inside  and  outside. 
The  floors  and  the  roof  to  be  formed  of  solid  materials,  on  arches  turned 
on  proper  centres,  so  that  no  wood  may  be  used,  except  for  doors,  win- 
dows, and  shutters:  cellars  shall  be  made  under  the  whole  building, 
solely  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution ;  the  doors  to  them  from  the 
outside  shall  be  on  the  east  and  west  of  the  building,  and  access  to  them 
from  the  inside  shall  be  had  by  steps  descending  to  the  cellar-floor  from 
each  of  the  entries  or  halls  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  inside  cellar- 
doors  to  open  under  the  stairs  on  the  north-east  and  north-west  corners 
of  the  northern  entry,  and  under  the  stairs  on  the  south-east  and  south- 
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west  corners  of  the  southern  entry ;  there  should  be  a  cellar-window 
under  and  in  a  line  with  each  window  in  the  first  story ;  they  should  be 
built  one  half  below,  the  other  half  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and 
the  ground  outside  each  window  should  be  supported  by  stout  walls ;  the 
sashes  should  open  inside,  on  hinges,  like  doors,  and  there  should  be 
strong  iron  bars  outside  each  window ;  the  windows  inside  and  outside 
should  not  be  less  than  four  feet  wide  in  the  clear;  there  shall  he  in 
each  story  four  rooms,  each  room  not  less  than  fifty  feet  square  in  the 
clear ;  the  four  rooms  on  each  floor  to  occupy  the  whole  space  east  and 
west  on  such  floor  or  story,  and  the  middle  of  the  building  north  and 
south ;  so  that  in  the  north  of  the  building,  and  in  the  south  thereof, 
there  may  remain  a  space  of  equal  dimensions  for  an  entry  or  hall  in 
each,  for  stairs  and  landings :  in  the  north-east  and  in  the  north-west 
corners  of  the  northern  entry  or  hall  on  the  first  floor,  stairs  shall  be  made 
80  as  to  form  a  double  staircase,  which  shall  be  carried  up  through  the 
several  stories ;  and  in  like  manner,  in  the  south-east  and  south-west 
corners  of  the  southern  entry  or  hall,  stairs  shall  be  made  on  the  first 
floor,  so  as  to  form  a  double  staircase,  to  be  carried  up  through  the  several 
stories;  the  steps  of  the  stairs  to  be  made  of  smooth  white  marble,  with 
plain  square  edges,  each  step  not  to  exceed  nine  inches  in  the  rise,  nor 
to  be  less  than  ten  inches  in  the  tread;  the  outside  and  inside  founda- 
tion-walls shall  be  at  least  ten  feet  high  in  the  clear  from  the  ground  to 
the  ceiling ;  the  first  floor  shall  be  at  least  ^hree  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  ground  around  the  building,  after  that  ground  shall  have  been  so 
regulated  as  that  there  shall  be  a  gradual  descent  from  the  centre  to  the 
sides  of  the  square  formed  by  High  and  Chesnut  and  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  streets :  all  the  outside  foundation-walls,  forming  the  cellars, 
shall  be  three  feet  six  inches  thick  up  to  the  first  floor,  or  as  high  as  may 
be  necessary  to  fix  the  centres  for  the  first  floor ;  and  the  inside  founda- 
tion-wall, running  north  and  south,  and  the  three  inside  foundation-walls 
running  east  and  west  (intended  to  receive  the  interior  walls  for  the  four 
rooms,  each  not  less  than  fifty  feet  square  in  the  clear,  above  mentioned), 
shall  be  three  feet  thick  up  to  the  first  floor,  or  as  high  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  fix  the  centres  for  the  first  floor ;  when  carried  so  far  up  the 
outside  walls  shall  be  reduced  to  two  feet  in  thickness,  leaving  a  re- 
cess outside  of  one  foot,  and  inside  of  six  inches;  and  when  carried  so 
far  up,  the  inside  foundation-walls  shall  also  be  reduced  six  inches  on 
each  side,  to  the  thickness  of  two  feet ;  centres  shall  then  be  fixe^  on  the 
various  recesses  of  six  inches  throughout  left  for  the  purpose,  the  proper 
arches  shall  be  turned,  and  the  first  floor  laid ;  the  outside  and  the  inside 
walls  shall  then  be  carried  up,  of  the  thickness  of  two  feet  throughout,  as 
high  as  may  be  necessary  to  begin  the  recess  intended  to  fix  the  centres 
for  the  second  floor,  that  is,  the  floor  for  the  four  rooms,  each  not  less 
than  fifty  feet  square  in  the  clear,  and  for  the  landing  in  the  north  and 
the  landing  in  the  south  of  the  building,  where  the  stairs  are  to  go  up: 
at  this  stage  of  the  work,  a  chain,  composed  of  bars  of  inch-square  iron, 
each  bar  about  ten  feet  long,  and  linked  together  by  hooks  formed  of  the 
endfl  of  the  bars,  shall  be  laid  straightly  and  horizontally  along  the  seve- 
ral walls,  and  shall  be  as  tightly  as  possible  worked  into  the  centre  of 
them  throughout,  and  shall  be  secured  wherever  necessary,  especially  at 
all  the  angles,  by  iron  clamps  solidly  fastened,  so  as  to  prevent  cracking 
or  swerving  in  any  part ;  centres  shall  then  be  laid,  the  proper  arches 
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turned  for  the  second  floor  and  landings,  and  the  second  floor  and  land- 
ings shall  be  laid  ;  the  outside  and  the  inside  walls  shall  then  be  carried 
up,  of  the  same  thickness  of  two  feet  throughout,  as  high  as  may  be 
necessary  to  begin  in  the  recess  intended  to  fix  the  centres  for  the 
third  floor  and  landings,  and,  when  so  far  carried  up,  another  chain, 
similar  in  all  respects  to  that  used  at  the  second  story,  shall  be  in  like 
manner  worked  into  the  walls  throughout  as  tightly  as  possible,  and 
clamped  in  the  same  way  with  equal  care;  centres  shall  be  formed, 
the  proper  arches  turned,  and  the  third  floor  and  landings  shall  be 
laid  ;  the  outside  and  the  inside  walls  shall  then  be  carried  up,  of  the 
same  thickness  of  two  feet  throughout,  as  high  as  may  be  necessary  to 
be^in  the  recess  intended  to  fix  the  centres  for  the  roof ;  and,  when  so 
carried  up,  a  third  chain,  in  all  respects  like  those  used  at  the  second 
and  third  stories,  shall,  in  the  manner  before  described,  be  worked  as 
tightly  as  possible  into  the  walls  throughout,  and  shall  be  clamped  with 
equal  care ;  centres  shall  now  be  fixed  in  the  manner  best  adapted  for 
the  roof,  which  is  to  form  the  ceiling  for  the  third  story ;  the  proper 
arches  shall  be  turned,  and  the  roof  shall  be  laid  as  nearly  horizontally 
as  may  be,  consistently  with  the  easy  passage  of  water  to  the  eaves :  the 
outside  walls,  still  of  the  thickness  of  two  feet  throughout,  shall  then  be 
carried  up  about  two  feet  above  the  level  of  the  platform,  and  shall  have 
marble  capping,  with  a  atrong  and  neat  iron  railing  thereon.  The  out- 
side walls  shall  be  faced  with  slabs  or  blocks  of  marble  or  granite,  not 
less  than  two  feet  thick,  and  fastened  together  with  clamps  securely  sunk 
therein ;  they  shall  be  carried  up  flush  from  the  recess  of  one  foot 
formed  at  the  first  floor,  where  the  foundation  outside  wall  is  reduced  to 
two  feet.  The  floors  and  landings,  as  well  as  the  roof,  shall  be  covered 
with  marble  slabs,  securely  laid  in  mortar ;  the  slabs  on  the  roof  to  be 
twice  as  thick  as  those  on  the  floors.  In  constructing  the  walls,  as  well 
as  in  turning  the  arches,  and  laying  the  floors,  landings,  and  roof,  good 
and  strong  mortar  and  grout  shall  be  used,  so  that  no  cavity  may  any« 
where  remain.  A  furnace  or  furnaces  for  the  generation  of  heated  air 
shall  be  placed  in  the  cellar,  and  the  heated  air  shall  be  introduced  in 
adequate  quantity  wherever  wanted,  by  means  of  pipes  and  flues  inserted 
and  made  for  the  purpose  in  the  walls,  and  as  those  walls  shall  be  con- 
structed. In  case  it  shall  be  found  expedient,  for  the  purposes  of  a 
library  or  otherwise,  to  increase  the  number  of  rooms,  by  dividing  any 
of  those  directed  to  be  not  less  than  fifty  feet  square  in  the  clear,  into 
parts,  the  partition-walls  to  be  of  sohd  materials.  A  room,  most  suit- 
able for  the  purpose,  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  reception  and  preserva- 
tion of  my  books  and  papers;  and  I  direct  that  they  shall  be  placed  there 
by  my  executors,  and  carefully  preserved  therein.  There  shall  be  two 
principal  doors  of  entrance  into  the  college ;  one  into  the  entry  or  hall 
on  the  first  floor,  in  the  north  of  the  building,  and  in  the  centre  between 
the  east  and  west  walls  ;  the  other  into  the  entry  or  hall  in  the  south  of 
the  building,  and  in  the  centre  between  the  east  and  west  walls :  the 
dimensions  to  be  determined  by  a  due  regard  to  the  size  of  the  entire 
building,  to  that  of  the  entry,  and  to  the  purposes  of  the  doors.  ^  The 
necessity  for,  as  well  as  the  position  and  size  of,  other  doors,  internal  or 
external,  and  also  the  position  and  size  of  the  windows,  to  be.  in  like 
manner  decided  on  by  a  consideration  of  the  uses  to  which  the  building 
is  to  be  applied,  the  size  of  the  building  itself,  and  of  the  several  rooms, 
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takd'  of  the  advantages  of  light  and  air.  There  should  in  each  inBtance 
be  double  doorsj  those  opening  into  the  rooms  to  be  what  are  termed 
glass-doors,  so  as  to  increase  the  quantity  of  light  for  each  room ;  and 
those  opening  outward  to  be  of  substantial  wood- work,  well  lined  and 
secured.  The  windows  of  the  second  and  third  stories  I  recommend  to 
be  made  in  the  style  of  those  in  the  first  and  second  stories  of  my  pre- 
sent dwelling-house.  North  Water-street,  on  the  eastern  front  thereof; 
and  outside  each  window  I  recommend  that  a  substantial  and  neat  iron 
balcony  be  placed  sufficiently  wide  to  admit  the  opening  of  the  shutters 
against  the  walls ;  the  windows  of  die  lower  story  to  be  in  the  same 
style,  except  that  they  are  not  to  descend  to  the  floor,  but  so  far  as  the 
Burbase,  up  to  which  the  wall  is  to  be  carried,  as  is  the  case  in  the  lower 
story  of  my  house  at  my  place  in  Passyunk  township.  In  minute  parti- 
culars, not  here  noticed,  utility  and  good  taste  should  determine.  There 
should  be  at  least  four  out -buildings,  detached  from  the  main  edifice  and 
from  each  other,  and  in  such  positions  as^shall  at  once  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  the  institution,  and  be  consistent  with  the  symmetry  of  the 
whole  establishment.  Each  building  should  be,  as  far  as  practicable, 
devoted  to  a  distinct  purpose ;  in  that  one  or  more  of  those  buildings,  in 
which  they  may  be  most  useflil,  I  direct  my  executors  to  place  my  plate 
and  furniture  of  every  sort. 

The  entire  square,  formed  by  High  and  Ghesnut-streets,  and  Eleventh 
and  Twelfth-streets,  shall  be  enclosed  with  a  solid  wall,  at  least  fourteen 
itiches  thick  and  ten  feet  high,  capped  with  marble,  and  guarded  with 
irons  on  the  top,  so  as  to  prevent  persons  from  getting  over.  There 
shall  be  two  places  of  entrance  into  the  square,  one  in  the  centre  of  the 
wall  facing  High-street,  and  the  other  in  the  centre  of  the  wall  facing 
Chesnut-street.  At  each  place  of  entrance  there  shall  be  two  gates,  one 
opening  inward  and  the  other  outward ;  those  opening  inward  to  be  of 
iron,  and  in  the  style  of  the  gates  north  and  south  of  my  banking-house ; 
and  those  opening  outward  to  be  of  substantial  wood-work,  well  lined 
and  secured  on  the  faces  thereof  with  sheet-iron.  The  messuages  now 
erected  on  the  south-east  comer  of  High  and  Twelfth -streets,  and  on 
Twelfth-street,  to  be  taken  down  and  removed  as  soon  as  the  college  and 
out^buildings  shall  have  been  erected,  so  that  the  establishment  may  be 
rendered  secure  and  private. 

When  the  college  and  appurtenances  shall  have  been  constructed,  and 
supplied  with  plain  and  substantial  furniture  and  books,  philosophical 
and  experimental  instruments  and  apparatus,  and  all  other  matters  need- 
ful to  carry  my  general  design  into  execution ;  the  income,  issues,  and 
profits  of  so  much  of  the  said  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars  as  shall 
remain  unexpended,  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  the  said  college  accord- 
ing to  my  directions. 

1.  The  institution  shall  be  organized  as  soon  as  practicable,  and,  to  ac- 
complish that  purpose  more  effectually,  due  public  notice  of  the  intended 
opening  of  the  college  shall  be  given,  so  that  there  may  be  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  selections  of  competent  instructors  and  other  agents,  and 
those  who  may  have  the  charge  of  orphans  may  be  aware  of  the  pro- 
visions intended  for  them. 

2.  A  competent  number  of  instructors,  teachers,  assistants,  and  other 
necessary  agents,  shall  be  selected,  and,  when  needful,  their  places  from 
time  to  time  supplied  :  they  shall  receive  adequate  compensation  for 
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their  services :  but  no  person  shall  be  employed  who  shall  not  be  of 
tried  skill  in  his  or  her  proper  department,  of  established  moral  charac- 
ter,  and  in  all  cases  persons  shall  be  chosen  on  account  of  their  merit, 
and  not  through  favour  or  intrigue. 

3.  As  many  poor  white  male  orphans,  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
ten  years,  as  the  said  income  shall  be  adequate  to  maintain,  shall  be  in- 
troduced into  the  college  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  from  time  to  time^ 
as  there  may  be  vacancies,  or  as  an  increased  ability  from  income  may 
warrant,  others  shall  be  introduced. 

4.  On  the  application  for  admission,  an  accurate  statement  should  be 
taken  in  a  book  prepared  for  the  purpose,  of  the  name,  birth-place,  age, 
health,  condition  as  to  relatives,  and  other  particulars  useful  to  be 
known  of  each  orphan. 

5.  No  orphan  should  be  admitted  until  the  guardians  or  directors  of 
the  poor,  or  a  proper  guardian  or  other  competent  authority,  shall  have 
given,  by  indenture,  relinquishment,  or  otherwise,  adequate  power-to  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  or  to  directors,  or  others 
by  them  appointed,  to  enforce,  in  relation  to  each  orphan,  every  proper 
restraint,  and  to  prevent  relatives  or  others  from  interfering  with  or 
withdrawing  such  orphan  from  the  institution. 

6.  Those  orphans  for  whose  admission  application  shall  first  be  made 
shall  be  first  introduced,  all  other  things  concurring,  and  at  all  future 
times  priority  of  application  shall  entitle  the  applicant  to  preference  in 
admission,  all  other  things  concurring ;  but  if  there  shall  be  at  any  time 
more  applicants  than  vacancies,  and  the  applying  orphans  shall  have 
been  born  in  different  places,  a  preference  shall  be  given— ^r»^,  to  orphans 
bom  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  secondly ,  to  those  born  in  any  other* 
part  of  Pennsylvania  ;  thirdly^  to  those  boni  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
(that  being  the  first  port  on  the  continent  of  North  America  at  which  I 
arrived)  ;  and  lastly ^  to  those  born  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  being  the 
first  port  of  the  said  continent  at  which  I  first  traded,  in  the  first  in- 
stance as  first  officer,  and  subsequently  as  master  and  part  owner  of  a 
vessel  and  cargo. 

7.  The  orphans  admitted  into  the  college  shall  be  there  fed  with 
plain  but  wholesome  food,  clothed  with  plain  but  4ccent  apparel, 
(no  distinctive  dress  ever  to  be  worn),  and  lodged  in  a  plain  but  safe 
manner.  Due  regard  shall  be  paid  to  their  health,  and  to  thi^  end  their 
persons  and  clothes  shall  be  kept  cleaii,  and  they  shall  have  suitable 
and  rational  exercise  and  recreation.  They  shall  be  instructed  in  the 
various  branches  of  a  sound  education,  comprehending  reading,  writing, 
grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  navigation,  surveying,  practical  mathe- 
matics, astronomy,  natural,  chemical,  and  experimental  philosophy, 
the  French  and  Spanish  languages,  (I  do  not  forbid,  but  I  do  not 
recommend,  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages)— and  such  other  learning 
and  science  as  the  capacities  of  the  several  scholars  may  merit  or  warrant. 
I  would  have  them  taught  facts  and  things,  rather  than  words  or  signs. 
And,  especially,  I  desire,  that  by  every  proper  means  a  pure  attachment 
to  our  republican  institutions,  and  to  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience,  as 
guaranteed  by  our  happy  constitutions,  shall  be  formed  and  fostered  in 
the  minds  of  the  scholars. 

8.  Should  it  unfortunately  happen  that  any  of  the  orphans  ad- 
mitted into  the  college   shall,  firom  mal-conduct,  have  become  unfit 
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companions  for  the  rest,  and  mild  means  of  reformation  prove  abortive, 
they  should  no  longer  remain  therein. 

9.  Those  scholars  who  shall  merit  it  shall  remain  in  the  college  until 
they  shall  respectively  arrive  at  between  fourteen  and  eighteen  years  of 
age ;  they  shall  then  be  bound  out  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  or  under  their  direction,  to  suitable  occupations,  as 
those  of  agriculture,  navigation,  arts,  mechanical  trades,  and  manufac- 
turers, according  to  the  capacities  and  acquirements  of  the  scholars  re- 
spectively, consulting,  as  far  as  prudence  shall  justify  it,  the  inclinations 
of  the  several  scholars,  as  to  the  occupation,  art,  or  trade,  to  be  learned. 

In  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  college  and  its  appendages,  1 
leave,  necessarily,  many  details  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  and  their  successors ;  and  I  do  so  with  the  more  con* 
fidence,  as,  from  the  nature  of  my  bequests  and  the  benefit  to  result 
from  them,  I  trust  that  my  fellow-citizens  of  Philadelphia  will  observe 
and  evince  especial  care  and  anxiety  in  selecting  members  of  their  city 
councils  and  other  agents. 

There  are,  however,  some  restrictions  which  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  prescribe,  and  to  be,  amongst  others,  conditions  on  which  my  bequest 
for  said  college  is  made  and  to  be  enjoyed,  namely :  first,  I  enjoin 
and  require,  that,  if  at  the  close  of  any  year,  the  income  of  the  fund 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  said  college  shall  be  more  than  suf- 
ficient* for  the  maintenance  of  the  institution  during  that  year,  then  the 
balance  of  the  said  income,  after  defraying  such  maintenance,  shall 
be  forthwith  invested  in  good  securities,  thereafter  to  be  and  remain 
a  part  of  the  capital ;  but  in  no  event  shall  any  part  of  the  said 
capital  be  sold,  disposed  of,  or  pledged,  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
of  the  said  institution,  to  which  I  devote  the  interest,  income,  and 
dividends  thereof,  exclusively:  secondly,  I  enjoin  and  require  that 
no  ecclesiastic  J  missionary,  or  minister  of  any  sect  whatsoever,  sfiallever 
hold  or  exercise  any  station  or  duty  whatever  in  the  said  college;  nor 
shall  any  such  person  ever  be  admitted  for  any  purpose,  or  as  a  visitor, 
within  the  premises  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  said  college  ;— 
In  making  this  restriction  I  do  not  mean  to  cast  any  reflection  upon 
any  sect  or  person  whatsoever ;  but,  as  there  is  such  a  multitude  of 
sects,  and  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  amongst  them,  1  desire  to  keep 
the  tender' minds  of  the  orphans,  who  are  to  derive  advantage  from  this 
bequest,  free  from  the  excitement  which  clashing  doctrines  and  sectarian 
controversy  are  so  apt  to  produce ;  my  desire  is,  that  all  the  instructors 
and  teachers  in  the  college  shall  take  pains  to  instil  into  the  minds  of 
the  scholars,  the  purest  principles  of  morahty,  so  that,  on  their  entrance 
into  active  life,  they  may,  from  inclination  and  habit,  evince  benevolence 
towards  their  fellow-creatures,  and  a  love  of  truth,  sobriety,  and  industry, 
adopting  at  the  same  time  such  religious  tenets  as  their  matured  reason 
may  enable  them  to  prefer. — If  the  income  arising  from  that  part  of 
the  said  sum  of  two  millioDs  of  dollars,  remaining  after  the  construction 
and  furnishing  of  the  college  and  out-buildings,  shall,  owing  to  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  orphans  applying  for  admission,  or  other 
cause,  be  inadequate  to  the  construction  of  new  buildings,  or  the  main- 
tenance and  education  of  as  many  orphans  as  may  apply  for  admission, 
then  such  further  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of  new 
buildings  and  the  maintenance  and  education  of  such  further  number 
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of  orphans  as  can  be  maintained  and  instructed  within  such  buildings 
as  the  said  square  of  ground  shall  be  adequate  to,  shall  be  taken  from 
the  final  residuary  fund,  hereinafter  expressly  referred  to  for  the  purpose, 
comprehending. Uie  income  of  my  real  estate. in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  dividends  of  my  stock  in  the  Schuylkill  Naviga- 
tion Company — ^my  design  and  desire  being,  that  the  benefits  of 
said  institution  shall  be  extended  to  as  great  a  number  of  orphans  as 
the  limits  of  the  said  square  and  buildings  therein  can  accommodate. 

XXII.  And  as  to  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
part  of  the  residue  of  my  personal  'estate,  in  trust,  to  invest  the  same 
securely,  and  to  keep  the  same  so  invested,  and  to  apply  the  income 
hereof  exclusively  to  the  following  purposes  :  that  is  to  say — 

1.  To  lay  out,  regulate,  curb,  light,  and  pave  a  passage  or  street,  on 
the  east  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  fronting  the  river  Delaware, 
not  less  than  twenty-one  feet  wide,  and  to  be  called  Delaware  Avenue^ 
extending  from  South  or  Cedar  street,  all  along  the  east  part  of  Water* 
street  squares,  and  the  west  side  of  the  logs,  which  form  the  heads  of 
the  docks,  or  thereabouts ;  and  to  this  intent  to  obtain  such  Acts  of 
Assembly,  and  to  make  such  purchases  or  agreements,  as  will  enable 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  remove  or  pull 
down  all  the  buildings,  fences,  and  obstructions  which  may  be  in  the 
way,  and  to  prohibit  all  buildings,  fences,  or  erections  of  any  kind,  to 
the  eastward  of  said  Avenue ;  to  fill  up  the  heads  of  such  of  the  docks 
as  may  not  afford  sufficient  room  for  the  said  street;  to  compel  the 
owners  of  wharves  to  keep  ihem  clean  and  covered  completely  with 
gravel  or  other  hard  materials,  and  to  be  so  levelled  that  water  will  not 
remain  thereon  after  a  shower  of  rain ;  to  completely  clean,  and  keep 
clean,  all  the  docks  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  fronting  on  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  to  pull  down  all  platforms  carried  out  from  the  east  part  of 
the  city  over  the  river  Delaware  on  piles  or  pillars. 

2.  To  pull  down  and  remove  all  wooden  buildings,  as  well  those 
made  of  wood  and  other  combustible  materials  as  those  called  brick - 
paned,  or  frame  buildings  filled  in  with  bricks,  that  are  erected  within 
the  linaits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  prohibit  the  erection  of 
any  such  building  within  the  said  city's  limits  at  any  future  time. 

3.  To  regulate,  widen,  pave  and  curb  Water-street,  and  to  distribute 
the  Schuylkill  water  therein  upon  the  following  plan,  that  is  to  say — 
that  Water- street  be  widened  east  and  west  from  Vine-street,  all  the  way 
to  South- street,  in  like  manner  as  it  is  from  the  front  of  my  dwelling  to 
the  front  of  my  stores  on  the  west  side  of  Water-street,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  the  curb-stones  continued  at  the  same  distance  from  one  another 
as  they  are  at  present  opposite  to  the  said  dwelling  and  stores,  so  that 
the  regulation  of  the  said  street  be  not  less  than  thirty-nine  feet  wide, 
and  afford  a  large  and  convenient  footway,  clear  of  obstructions  and  in- 
cumbrances of  every  nature,  and  the  cellar-doors  on  which,  if  any  shall  be 
permitted,  not  to  extend  from  the  buildings  on  to  the  footway  more  than 
four  feet ;  the  said  width,  to  be  increased  gradually,  as  the  fund  shall  per- 
mit, and  as  the  capacity  to  remove  impediments  shall  increase,  until 
there  shall  be  a  correct  and  permanent  regulation  of  Water-street,  on  the 
principles  above  stated,  so  that  it  may  run  north  and  south  as  straight  as 
possible.  That  the  ten  feet  middle  alley,  belonging  to  the  public,  and 
running  from  the  centre  of  the  east  squares  to  Front-street  all  the  way 
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down  acTotB  Water-street  to  the  river  Delaware,  be  kept  open  anddeened 
as  city  property,  all  the  way  from  Vine  to  South-street ;  that  such  part 
of  each  centre  or  middle  alley  as  runs  from  Front  to  Water  streets  be 
arched  over  with  bricks  or  stone,  in  so  strong  a  manner  as  to  facititate 
the  building  of  plain  and  permanent  stone  steps  and  platforms,  so  that 
they  may  be  washed  and  kept  constantly  clean  ;  and  that  the  continu- 
ance of  the  said  alleys  from  the  east  side  of  Water-street  be  curbed  all 
the  way  to  the  river  Delaware,  and  kept  open  for  ever.  (I  understand 
that  those  middle  or  centre  alleys  were  left  open  in  the  first  plan-  of  the 
lots,  on  the  east  front  of  the  city,  which  were  granted  from  the  east  side 
of  Front-street  to  the  river  Delaware,  and  that  each  lot  on  said  east  front 
has  contributed  to  make  those  alleys  by  giving  a  part  of  their  ground  in 
proportion  to  the  size  of  each  lot ;  those  alleys  were,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  still  are,  considered  public  property,  intended  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  inhabitants  residing  in  Front-street,  to  go  down  to  the 
river  for  water  and  other  purposes ;  but^  owing  to  neglect  or  to  some 
other  cause,  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  had  the  care  of  the  city  pro- 
perty, several  encroachments  have  been  made  on  them  by  individuab, 
by  wholly  occupying  or  building  over  them,  or  otherwise,  and  in  that 
way  the  inhabitants,  more  particularly  those  who  reside  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  that  wholesome  air  which  their 
opening  and  cleansing  throughout  would  afford.) 

That  the  iron  pipes  in  Water-street,  which,  by  being  of  smaller  size 
than  those  in  the  otiier  streets,  and  too  near  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
cause  constant  leaks,  particularly  in  the  winter  season,  which  in  many 
places  renders  the  street  impassable,  be  taken  up  and  replaced  by  pipes 
of  the  same  size,  quality,  and  dimensions  in  every  respect,  and  laid  down 
as  deeply  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  as  the  iron  pipes  which  are 
laid  in  the  main  streets  of  the  city;  and  as  it  respects  pumps  for  Schuyl- 
kill water  and  fire-plugs  in  Water^streef,  that  one  of  each  be  fixed  at 
the  south-west  comer  of  Vine  and  Water  streets,  and  so  running  south- 
ward ;  one  of  each  near  the  steps  of  the  centre  alley,  going  up  to  Front- 
street;  one  of  each  at  the  south-west  comer  of  Sassafras  and  Water 
streets ;  one  of  each  near  the  steps  of  the  centre  alley  going  up  to  Front- 
street,  and  60  on  at  every  south-west  comer  of  all  the  main  streets  and 
Water-street,  and  the  centre  alleys  of  every  square,  as  far  as  South  or 
Cedar-street ;  and  when  -the  same  shall  have  been  completed,  that  all 
Water -street  shall  be  repaved,  by  the  best  workmen,  in  the  most  com- 
plete manner,  with  the  best  paving  water-stones,  after  the  height  of  the 
curb-stones  shall  have  been  regulated  throughout,  as  well  as  the  ascent 
and  descent  of  the  street,  in  such  manner  as  to  conduct  the  water 
through  the  main  streets  and  the  centre  alleys  to  the  river  Delaware,  as 
far  as  practicable ;  and  whenever  any  part  of  the  street  shall  want  to  be 
raised,  to  use  nothing  but  good  paving  gravel  for  that  purpose,  so  as  to 
make  the  paving  as  permanent  as  possible.  By  all  which  improve- 
ments it  is  my  intention  to  place  and  maintain  the  section  of  the  city 
above  referred  to  in  a  condition  which  will  correspond  better  with  the 
general  cleanliness  and  appearance  of  the  whole  city,  and  be  more  con- 
sistent with  the  safety,  health,  and  comfort  of  the  citizens.  And  my 
mind  and  will  are,  that  all  the  income,  interest,  and  dividends  of  the 
said  capital  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  yearly  and 
every  year  expended  upon  the  said  objects,  in  the  order  I  have  stated 
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them  at  closely  at  possible,  and  upon  no  other' objects  until  those  enu- 
merated shall  have  been  attained ;  and  when  those  objects  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  1  authorise  the  said  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens, 
to  apply  such  part  of  the  income  of  the  said  capital  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  as  they  may  think  proper  to  the  further  improvement, 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  eastern  or  Delaware  front  of  the  city. 

XXIIL  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
improvement  by  canal  navigation,  to  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury  by 
my  executors  as  soon  as  such  laws  shall  have  been  enacted  by  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  the  said  commonwealth  as  shall  be  necessary  and 
amply  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect,  or  to  enable  the  conttituted  authori- 
ties of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  carry  into  effect,  the  several  improve- 
ments above  specified ;  namely, — 1.  Laws  to  cause  Delaware  Avenue, 
as  above  described,  to  be  made,  paved,  curbed,  and  lighted ;  to  cause  the 
buildings,  fences,  and  other  obstructions  now  existing,  to  be  abated  and 
removed ;  and  to  prohibit  the  creation  of  any  such  obstructions  to  the 
eastward  of  said  Delaware  Avenue^ — 2.  liaws  to  cause  all  wooden 
buildings,  as  above  described,  to  be  removed,  and  toprohibit  their  future 
erection  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Laws  providing 
for  the  gradual  widening,  regulating,  paving,  and  curbing  Water-street, 
as  herein  before  described,  and  also  of  repairing  the  middle  alleys,  and 
introducing  the  Schuylkill  water  and  pumps,  as  before  specified — all 
which  objects  may,  I  persuade  myself,  be  accomplished  on  principles  at 
once  just  in  relation  to  individuals  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  : 
the  said  sum,  however,  not  to  be  paid  unless  said  laws  be  passed  within 
one  year  after  my  decease* 

XXIV.  And  as  it  regards  the  remainder  of  said  residue  of  my  per- 
sonal estate,  in  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  good  securities,  and  in  like 
manner  to  itivest  the  interest  and  income  thereof  from  time  to  time,  so 
that  the  whole  shall  form  a  permanent  fund ;  and  to  apply  the  income  of 
the  said  fund— * 

1st.  To  the  frirther  improvement  and  maintenance  Of  the  aforesaid 
college,  as  directed  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  21st  clause  of  this  will. 

2.  To  enable  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  provide 
more  effectually  than  they  now  do  for  the|  security  of  the  perisons  and 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  by  a  competent  police, 
including  a  sufficient  number  of  watchmen,  really  suited  to  the  purpose ; 
and  to  this  end  I  recommend  a  division  of  the  city  into  watch  districts, 
or  four  parts,  each  under  a  proper  head,  and  that  at  least  two  watchmen 
shall,  in  each  round  or  station,  patrole  together. 

3.  To  enable  the  said  corporation  to  improve  the  city  property  and 
the  general  appearance  of  the  city  itself,  and,  in  effect,  to  diminish  the 
burden  of  taxation,  now  most  oppressive,  especially  on  those  who  are  the 
least  able  to  beat  it. 

To  all  which  objects,  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and  the  health  and 
comfort  of  its  inhabitants,  I  devote  the  said  fund  as  aforesaid,  and  direct 
the  income  thereof  to  be  applied  yearly  and  every  year  for  ever,  after 
providing  for  the  college  as  hereinbefore  directed,  as  my  primary  object. 
But,  if  the  city  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  violate  any  of  the  conditions 
hereinbefore  and  hereinafter  mentioned,  then  I  give  and  bequeath  the 
said  remainder  and  accumulations  to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 


332  APPENDIX  III. 

for  the  purposes  of  internal  navigation ;  excepting^  however,  the  rents, 
isBues,  and  profits  of  my  real  estate  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
which  shall  for  ever  he  reserved  and  applied  to  maintain  the  aforesaid 
college,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  2l8t  cl&use 
of  this  will.  And  if  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  shall  fail  to 
apply  this  or  the  preceding  bequest  to  the  purposes  before-mentioned,  or 
shall  apply  any  part  thereof  to  any  other  use,  or  shall,  for  the  term  of 
one  year  &om  the  time  of  my  decease,  fail  or  omit  to  pass  the  laws 
hereinbefore  specified  for  promoting  the  improvement  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  then  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  the  said  remainder  and 
accumulations  (the  rents  aforesaid  always  excepted  and  reserved  for  the 
college  as  aforesaid)  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  navigation,  and  no  other. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  and  I  do  hereby  declare,  that  all  the  preceding 
bequests  and  devises  of  the  residue  of  my  estate  to  the  mayor,  aldenneo, 
and  citizens  of  Philadelphia  are  made  upon  the  following  express  condi- 
tions :  that  is  to  say — First,  that  none  of  the  moneys — principal,  interest, 
dividends,  or  rents — arising  from  the  said  reuduary  devise  and  bequest, 
shall  at  any  time  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  or  purposes  whatever  than 
those  herein  mentioned  and  appointed.  Second,  that  separate  accounts, 
distinct  from  the  other  accounts  of  the  corporation,  shall  be  kept  by  the 
said  corporation,  concerning  the  said  devise,  bequest,  college,  and  funds, 
and  of  the  investment  and  application  thereof;  and  that  a  separate  ac- 
count or  accounts  of  the  same  shall  be  kept  in  bank,  not  blended  with 
any  other  account,  so  that  it  may  at  all  times  appear  on  examination  by 
committee  of  the  legislature  as  hereinafter  mentioned  that  my  inten- 
tions had  been  fully  complied  with.  Third,  that  the  said  corporation 
render  a  detailed  account  annually,  in  duplicate,  to  the  legislature  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
one  copy  for  the  Senate,  and  the  other  for  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, concerning  the  said  devised  and  bequeathed  estate,  and  the  invest- 
ment and  application  of  the  same;  and  also  a  report,  in  like  manner,  of 
the  state  of  the  said  college ;  and  shall  submit  all  their  books,  papers, 
and  accounts,  touching  the  same,  to  a  committee  or  committees  of  the 
legislature  for  examination,  when  the  same  shall  be  required.  Fourth, 
the  said  corporation  shall  also  cause  to  be  published  in  the  month  of 
January,  annually,  in  two  or  more  newspapers,  printed  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  a  concise  but  plain  account  of  the  state  of  the  trusts,  de- 
vises, and  bequests  herein  declared  and  made,  comprehending  the  con- 
dition of  the  said  college,  the  number  of  scholars,  and  other  particulars 
needful  to  be  publicly  known,  for  the  year  next  preceding  the  said  month 
of  January,  annually. 

XXV.  And  whereas  I  have  executed  an  assignment,  in  trust,  of  my 
banking  establishment,  to  take  effect  the  day  before  my  decease,  to  the 
intent  that  all  the  concerns  thereof  may  be  closed  by  themselves,  without 
being  blended  with  the  concerns  of  my  general  estate,  and  the  balance 
remaining  to  be  paid  over  to  my  executors :  Now,  I  do  hereby  direct  my 
executors,  hereinafter-mentioned,  not  to  interfere  with  the  same  trust  in 
any  way,  except  to  see  that  the  same  is  faithfully  executed,  and  to 
aid  the  execution  thereof  by  all  such  acts  and  deeds  as  may  be  necessary 
and  expedient  to  effectuate  the  same,  so  that  it  may  be  speedily  closed, 
and  the  balance  paid  over  to  my  executorS}  to  go^  as  in  my  will,  into  the 
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residue  of  my  estate.  And  I  do  hereby  authorise,  direct,'  and  empower 
the  said  trustees,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  capital  of  the  said  bank  shall 
be  received,  and  shall  not  be  wanted  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  due 
thereat,  to  invest  the  same  in  good  securities  in  the  names  of  my  execu- 
torsy  and  to  hand  over  the  same  to  them,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
this  my  will. 

XXV  r.  Lastly,  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  Timothy  Paxson, 
Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joseph  Roberts,  William  J.  Duane,  and  John  A. 
Barclay,  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament :  I  recommend  to 
them  to  close  the  concerns  of  my  estate  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and 
to  see  that  my  intentions  in  respect  to  the  residue  of  my  estate  are  and 
shall  be  strictly  comphed  with.  And  I  do  hereby  revoke  all  other  wills 
by  me  heretofore  made. 

In  witness,  J,  the  said  Stephen  Girard,  have  to  this  my  last  will  and 
testament,  contained  in  thirty-five  pages,  set  my  hand  at  the  bottom  of 
each  page,  and  my  hand  and  seal  at  the  bottom  of  this  page ;  the  said 
will  executed,  from  motives  of  prudence,  in  duplicate,  this  sixteenth  day 
of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

Stephen  Girard.     [Seal.} 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared  by  the  said  Stephen  Girard, 
as  and  for  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  the  presence  of  us,  who 
have,  at  his  request,  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses 
thereto,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  testator  and  of  each  other, 
Feb.  16,  1830. 

John  H.  Irwin, 
Samuel  Arthur, 

S.  H.  CAaP£NT£R. 


Whereas,  I,  Stephen  Girard,  the  testator  named  in  the  foregoing 
will  and  testament,  dated  February  16,  1830,  have,  since  the  execution 
thereof,  purchased  several  parcels  and  pieces  of  real  estate,  and  have  built 
sundry  messuages,  all  which,  as  well  as  any  real  estate  that  I  may  here- 
after purchase,  it  is  ray  wish  and  intention  to  pass  by  the  said  will : 
Now,  I  do  hereby  republish  the  foregoing  last  will  and  testament,  dated 
February  16,  1830,  and  do  conform  the  same  in  all  particulars :  In  wit- 
ness, I,  the  said  Stephen  Girard,  set  my  hand  and  seal  hereunto,  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty. 

Stephen  Girard.     [Seal.'] 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared  by  the  said  Stephen  Girard, 
as  and  for  a  republication  of  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  us,  who,  at  his  request,  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names 
as  witnesses  thereto,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  testator  and  of  each 
other,  December  25th,  1830. 

John  H.  Irwin. 

;  Samuel  Arthur, 

Jno.  Thompson. 


Whereas,  I,  Stephen  Girard,  the  testator  named  iu  the  foregoing 
will  and  testament,  dated  February  16,  1830,  have,  since  the  execution 
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thereof,  purchased  several  pieces  and  parcels  of  land  and  real  estate,  and 
have  built  sundry  messuages,  all  which,  as  well  as  any  real  estate  that  I 
may  hereafter  purchase,  it  is  my  intention  to  xmiss  by  said  will :  And 
whereas,  in  particular,  I  have  recently  purchased  firom  Mr.  William 
Parker  the  mansion-house,  out-buildings,  and  forty*five  acres  and  some 
perches  of  land,  called  Peel  Hall,  on  the  Ridge  road,  in  Penn  township  : 
Now,  I  declare  it  to  be  my  intention,  and  I  direct,  that  the  Orphan 
Establishment,  provided  for  in  my  said  will,  instead  of  being  built,  as 
therein  directed,  upon  my  square  of  ground  between  High  and  Chestnut 
and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be 
built  upon  the  estate  so  purchased  from  Mr.  W.  Parker,  and  I  do  hereby 
devote  the  said  estate  to  that  purpose  exclusively,  in  the  same  manner  aa 
I  had  devoted  the  said  square,  hereby  directing  that  all  the  improve- 
ments and  arrangements  for  the  said  Orphan  Establishment,  prescribed 
by  my  said  will,  as  to  said  square,  shall  be  made  and  executed  upon  the 
said  estate,  just  as  if  I  had  in  my  will  devoted  the  said  estate  to  said 
purpose ;  consequently  the  said  square  of  ground  is  to  constitute,  and  I 
declare  it  to  be,  a  part  of  the  residue  and  remainder  of  my  real  and  per- 
sonal estate,  and  given  and  devised  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as 
are  declared  iu  section  20  of  my  will,  it  being  my  intention  that  the 
said  square  of  ground  shall  be  built  upon  and  improve^  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  secure  a  safe  and  permanent  income  for  the  purposes  stated  in  said 
twentieth  section.  In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Stephen  Girard,  set 
my  hand  and  seal  hereunto,  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-one. 

;;  Stephen  Girard.     [Seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  and  declared,  by  the  said  Stephen  Girard, 
as  and  for  a. republication  of  his  last  will  and  testament,  and  a  fur- 
ther direction  in  relation  to  the  real  estate  therein  mentioned,  in  the 
presence  of  us,  who,  at  his  request,  have  hereunto  subscribed  our 
names  as  witnesses  thereto,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  testator  and 
of  each  other,  June  20,  1831. 

S.  H.  Carpenter, 
L.  Bardin, 
.  Samuel  Arthur. 


ADDRESS  BY  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  ESQ., 

Chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Girard  College  for  Orphans,  pronounced 
by  request  of  the  Building  Committee,  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  edifice,  July  4th,  1833. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — We  have  now  witnessed  the  laying  of  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  the  Girard  College  for  Orphans.  That  stone,  .simple,  mas- 
sive, and  enduring,  the  fit  emblem  of  the  structure  to  be  reared  from  it, 
and  of  the  man  whose  name  it  bears,  has  been  deposited  iu  its  final 
resting-place— the  earth  received  it— to-morrow  the  earth  will  cover  it. 
Ours  are  the  last  eyes  which  shall  look  upon  it,  and  hereafter  it  will  lie 
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in  its  silent  repose,  unmoved  by  all  the  revdutiaKis  of  the  changing  world 
above  it. 

And  yet  from  out  that  depth  is  to  rise  the  spirit  which  may  more  in- 
fluence the  destiny  of  ourselves  and  our  children  than  all  else  the  world 
now  contains.  The  seed  that  has  been  planted  is  of  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge— that  growth  which  gives  to  existence  all  that  renders  it  attrac- 
tive-—flowers  for  our  early  youth,  fruits  in  maturer  life,  and  shelter  for 
dechning  years.  It  is  that  knowledge,  which,  trampling  down  in  its  pro- 
gress the  dominion  of  brutal  force,  and  giving  to  intellect  its  just  ascend- 
ancy, has  at  length  become  the  master  power  of  the  world.  No  people 
can  now  be  distinguished,  or  prosperous,  or  truly  great,  but  by  the  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge ;  and  in  the  stirring  competition  of  the  roused 
spirits  of  our  time,  the  first  glory  and  the  highest  success  must  be  as- 
signed to  the  best-educated  nation.  If  this  be  true  in  our  relations 
abroad,  it  is  fiir  more  true  at  home.  Our  institutions  have  boldly  ven- 
tured to  place  the  whole  power  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
at  large,  freed  from  all  the  great  restraints  which  in  other  countries  were 
deemed  necessary.  In  doing  this,  their  reliance  is  entirely  on  the  gene- 
raHntelligence  and  education  of  the  community,  without  which  such  in- 
stitutions could  have  neither  permanence  nor  value.  Their  brilliant 
success  has  hitherto  justified  that  confidence ;  but,  as  our  population  be*- 
comes  concentrated  into  denser  masses,  with  more  excited  passions  and 
keener  wants,  the  corrective  influence  of  instruction  becomes  daily  more 
essential.  The  education  then  of  the  people,  which  elsewhere  is  de* 
sirable  or  useful,  becomes  with  us  essential  to  the  enjoyment  as  well  as 
to  the  safety  of  our  institutions.  Our  general  equality  of  rights  would  be 
unavailing  without  the  intelligence  to  understand  and  to  defend  them ; 
our  general  equality  of  power  would  be  dangerous  if  it  enabled  an  ig- 
norant mass  to  triumph  by  numercial  force  over  the  superior  intelligence 
which  it  envied ;  our  universal  right  to  political  distinction,  unless  the 
people  are  qualified  for  it  by  education,  becomes  a  mere  abstraction,  ex- 
citing only  an  abortive  ambition.  While,  therefore,  to  be  uneducated 
and  ignorant  is  in  other  countries  a  private  misfortune,  in  ours  it  is  a 
public  wrong ;  and  the  great  object  to  which  statesmen  should  direct 
their  efforts  is  to  elevate  the  standard  of  public  instruction  to.the  level, 
the  high  table-land,  of  our  institutions.  It  is  thus  that  this  day  has 
been  appropriately  chosen  for  the  present  solemnity. 

It  is  fit  that  the  anniversary  of  that  day  whein  our  ancestors  laid  the 
broad  foundations  of  our  public  liberties— on  that  day  when  our  country- 
men, throughout  this  prosperous  empire,  are  enjoying  the  blessings 
which  these  institutions  confer — we,  in  our  sphere  of  duty,  should  com- 
mence this  great  work,  which  is  so  eminently  adapted  to  secure  and  pei> 
petuate  them. 

Of  this  truth  no  man  had  a  deeper  conviction  than  our  distinguished 
fellow-citizen,  whose  history,  and  whose  design  in  founding  this  in- 
stitution, may  aptly  occupy,  for  a  few  moments,  our  attention. 

Of  these,  now  that  the  tomb  has  dissipated  all  the  illusions  which  once 
surrounded  them,  we  can  speak  with  the  impartiahty  of  history  ;  and 
here  on  this  chosen  spot,  the  scene  of  his  future  fame,  we  may  freely  be- 
stow on  his  memory  the  homage  which  his  unassuming  nature  would 
have  shunned  while  living. 

We  all  remember,  and  most  of  us  knew  him. — Plain  in  appearance, 
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simi^  in  mamieTB,  frugal  in  all  hia  habits,  his  long  life  was  one  un- 
broken succession  of  intense  and  untiring  industry;  wealthy,  yet  without 
indulging  in  the  ordinary  luxuries  which  wealth  may  procure — a  stranger 
to  the  social  circle-*-indLiiferent  to  political  distinction-^withno  apparent 
enjoyment  except  in  impelling  and  regulating  the  multiplied  occupations 
of  which  he  was  the  centre, — ^whose  very  relaxation  was  only  variety  of 
labour, — ^he  passed  firom  youth  to  manhood,  and  finally  to  extreme  old  age, 
the  same  unchanged,  unvarying  model  of  judicious  and  successful  enter* 
prise.  At  length,  men  began  to  gaze  with  wonder  on  this  mysterious 
being,  who,  without  any  of  the  ordinary  stimulants  to  exertion,  urged  by 
neither  his  own  wants  nor  the  wants  of  others, — ^with-  riches  already 
beyond  the  hopes  of  avarice, — ^yet  persevered  in  this  unceasing  scheme  of 
accumulation,  and,  possessing  so  much,  strove  to  possess  more  as  anxiously 
as  if  he  possessed  nothing.  They  did  not  know  that  under  that  cold 
exterior,  and  aloof  in  that  stem  solicitude  of  his  mind,  with  all  that 
seeming  indifference  to  the  world  and  to  the  world's  opinions,  he  yet 
felt  the  deepest  sympathy  for  human  affliction,  and  nursed  a  stronger,  yet 
a  far  nobler  and  wiser  ambition  to  benefit  mankind,  than  ever  animated 
the  most  devoted  follower  of  that  world's  applause.  His  death  first  re- 
vealed that  all  this  accumulation  of  his  laborious  and  prolonged  exist- 
ence was  to  be  the  inheritance  of  us  and  of  our  children, — ^that,  for  our 
and  their  comfort,  the  city  of  his  adoption  was  to  be  improved  and 
embellished, — and,  above  all,  that  for  their  advancement  in  science  and 
in  morals  were  to  be  dedicated  the  fruits  of  his  long  years  of  toil. 

It  required  the  self-denialW  no  common  mind  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  being  himself  the  witness  and  the  administrator  of  this  bounty, 
and  to  have  abstained  from  enjoying  the  applause  of  his  grateful  country- 
men, who  would  have  acknowledged  with  affectionate  respect  the  bene- 
fits which  they  derived  from  him.  Yet  even  this  secret  and  prospective 
munificence  must  have  had  its  charm  for  a  mind  like  his,  and  we  may 
well  imi^ine  that  the  deep  and  retired  stillness  of  his  spirit  was  often 
soothed  with  the  visions  of  the  lasting  good,  and  perhaps,  too,  of  the 
posthumous  glory,  which  he  was  preparing.  Such  contemplations  he 
might  well  indulge,  for  to  few  have  they  been  so  fully  realised.  From 
the  moment  that  foundation-stone  touched  the  earth,  the  name  of 
Girard  was  beyond  the  reach  of  oblivion.  From  this  hour,  that  name  is 
destined  to  survive  to  the  latest  posterity,  and,  while  letters  and  the  heart 
exist,  he  will  be  cited  as  the  man  who,  with  a  generous  spirit  and  a  saga- 
<;iou8  foresight,  bequeathed  for  the  improvement  of  his  fellow-men  the 
accumulated  earnings  of  his  life.  He  will  be  remembered  in  all  future 
times  by  the  emphatic  title  with  which  he  chose  to  be  designated,  and 
with  which  he  commences  his  will — a  title  by  which  we  ourselves  may 
proudly  recognise  him — as  "  Stephen  Girard,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  merchant  and  mariner" — ^the 
author  of  a  more  munificent  act  of  enlightened  charity  than  was  ever 
performed  by  any  other  human  being. 

His  will  indeed  be  the  most  durable  basis  of  all  human  distinction^ 
a  wise  benevolence  in  the  cause  of  letters.  The  ordinary  charity  which 
feeds  or  clothes  the  distressed,  estimable  as  it  is,  relieves  only  the  phy- 
sical wants  of  the  sufferer.  But  the  enlightened  beneficence  which 
looks  deeper  into  the  wants  of  our  nature — which  not  merely  prolongs 
existence,  but  renders  that  existence  a  blessing,  by  pouring  into  these 
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recases  df  sorrovr,  th«  T«iUaDce  of  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation — 
this  it  is  which  forms  the  world's  truest  benefactor,  and  confers  the  most 
enduring  of  all  fame.  His  glory  is  the  more  secure  because  the  very 
objects  of  that  benevolence  are  enabled  to  repay  with  fame  the  kindness 
which  sustains  them. 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  conjecture  that  in  all  future  times  there 
will  probably  be  in  existence  many  thousand  men  who  will  owe  to  Girard 
the  greatest  of  all  blessings,  a  virtuous  education,  men  who  will  have 
been  rescued  from  want  and  perhaps  from  vice,  and  armed  with  power 
to  rise  to  wealth  and  distinction.  Among  them  will  be  found  some  of 
the  best-educated  citizens,  accomplished  scholars,  intelligent  mechanics, 
distinguished  artists,  and  the  most  prominent  statesmen.  In  the  midst 
of  their  prosperity,  such  men  can  never  forget  the  source  of  it,  nor  will 
they  ever  cease  to  mingle  with  their  prayers,  and  to  commemorate  with 
their  labours,  the  name  of  their  great  benefactor.  What  human  being 
can  be  insensible  to  the  happiness  of  having  caused  such  a  succession  of 
good  through  remote  ages,  or  not  feel  that  such  applause  is  more  grate- 
ful than  all  the  shouts  which  ever  rose  from  the  bloodiest  field  of  battle, 
and  worth  all  the  vulgar  fame  of  a  hundred  conquests.  Our  estimate  of 
its  value  will  be  increased  by  considering  the  nature  and  design  of  this 
institution. 

After  the  buildings  shall  have  been  completed,  there  will  remain  for 
their  support  the  annual  income  of  two  millions  of  dollars  now  yielding 
102,000  dollars,  and,  if  these  funds  should  be  inadequate  for  all  the  or- 
phans applying  for  admission,  the  income  of  nearly  all  the  remainder  of 
the  estate  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  as  many  new  build- 
ings as  his  square  in  the  city  would  have  contained.  So  that  in  general 
it  may  be  stated  with  reasonable  confidence,  that,  when  all  the  buildings 
^are  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  pupils,  there  will  be  available  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  institution  an  income  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which  may  be  increased  to  at  least  two  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

These  ample  funds  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  maintenance  and  educa- 
tion of  ''  poor  male  white  orphan  children."  Of  all  the  classes  of  hu- 
man indigence  there  are  none  more  helpless  and  none  more  entitled  to 
our  sympathies  than  these  children  of  misfortune.  They  have  lost  their 
natural  protectors.  The  arms  which  have  hitherto  embraced  and  sus- 
tained them  have  been  folded  in  death.  They  began  life  in  comfort, 
perhaps  in  affluence,  but  now  they  stand  alone,  abandoned  and  helpless, 
to  struggle  against  the  world's  coldness,  with  precarious  means  of  sub- 
eistence,  with  no  means  of  instruction,  and  treading  on  that  narrow  and 
slippery  verge  which  too  often  separates  want  from  crime.  From  this 
friendless  condition  they  are  rescued  by  the  benevolence  of  Girard,  who 
not  merely  provides  the  means  of  subsistence,  but,  redressing  the  wrongs 
of  fortune,  raises  them  at  once  in  the  scale  of  being,  and  qualifies  them 
to  be  useful  members  of  that  society  which  they  would  otherwise  disturb 
or  corrupt. 

How  wide  the  limits  of  that  benevolence  may  be,  it  is  impossible  to 
conjecture.  If  the  imperfection  of  language  suggest  a  doubt  as  to  the 
degree  of  destitution  which  makes  an  "  orphan"  the  greater  weakness 
of  our  nature  forces  upon  us  the  melancholy  inquiry — what  child  is 
there  who  may  not  be  a  poor  orphan?    Who  is  there  indeed  among  us 
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whose  children  may  not  yet  need  the  bl^esings  of  this  imtitatioii?  Let 
none  of  us  in  the  confidence  of  prosperity  deem  his  own  offspring  secBie. 
Alas !  all  our  prosperity  is  so  vain  and  sbftdowy,  and  misfortaBe  is  so 
constantly  in  ambush  to  assail  us^  that  it  were  presuraptttous  in  any  of  as 
to  suppose  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  vicissitudes  Which  would  render 
such  an  institution  the  happiest  refuge  for  his  childreii.  Yes,  Mow- 
citisens,  this  oollqge  is  our  own,  the  property  of  us  id) «  It  is  intended 
to  remedy  misfortunes  to  which  we  are  all  equally  liable.  And  it  should 
be  a  souree  of  great  consolation  to  each  of  us,  that  if^  in  the  ever  yaiymg 
turns  of  human  life,  misfottune  should  overtake  and  death  surprise  us, 
they  who  bear  our  names,  and  are  destined  to  be  the  fathers  of  our  de- 
scendants, will  here  find  a  home^  where  they  may  bd  prepared  for  future 
usefulness,  and  become  in  turn  the  protectors  and  support  of  their  more 
helpless  relatives. 

Hereafter  j  thanks  to  the  bounty  of  Girard,  every  father  among  us  may, 
on  his  death-bed,  enjoy  the  reflection,  that,  although  unprovided  with 
fortune,  there  is  secured  to  his  sons  that  which  is  at  once  the  means  of 
fortune,  and  far  better  than  the  amplest  fortune  without  it — a  good  edu- 
cation. This  consideration^  if  any  such  incentive  were  wanting,  may 
serve  to  stimulate  the  sense  of  public  duty  in  those  who  administer  the 
institution  to  render  it  worthy  of  their  own  children. 

For  this  purpose,  happily,  it  is  only  necessary  to  fulfil  the  design  of 
the  founder,  which  provides  ample  meatus,  and  expiresely  enjoins  the  em- 
ployment of  them,  to  give  every  kind  of  liberal  toA  useful  instruction. 

They  would  much  err,  who,  comparing  this  institution  with  any  ordi- 
nary standard,  regard  it  as  an  alms-house,  or  a  poor-house,  in  which  a 
certain  number  of  pauper -boys,  housed  together,  to  be  kept  from  harm, 
are  to  receive  some  hasty  rudiments  of  instruction,  and  then  to  be  thrust 
out  on  the  world,  to  make  way  for  a  similar  swarm  of  unfortunate  chit-* 
dren<  By  no  means.  The  comprehensive  benevolence  of  Girard  looked 
to  higher  and  better  things.  It  is  not  a  pooi^school,  nor  a  charity-school, 
nor  a  free- school,  in  their  ordinary  acceptation.  It  is,  as  he  denominates 
it,  a  "  College."  The  peremptory  prohibition  that  "  no  distinctive  dress 
ahould  ever  be  worn"  reveals  his  purpose  that  these  youths  shall  not  be 
designated  as  objects  of  remark  or  contempt  by  their  contemporaries, 
that  they  shall  be  distinguished  only  by  their  conduct,  and  shall  not  wear 
the  livery  even  of  charity.  The  instruction  too,  required,  is  of  the 
highest  character,  embracing  almost  everything  worthy  of  being  studied 
in  the  circle  of  human  knowledge.  "  They  shall  be  instructed,"  says 
he,  **  in  the  various  branches  of  a  sound  education,  comprehending 
reading,  writing,  grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  navigation,  surver- 
ing,  practical  mathematics,  astronomy,  natural,  chemical,  and  experi- 
mental philosophy,  the  French  and  Spanish  languages — (I  do  not  for- 
bid, but  I  do  not  recommend,  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages) — and 
such  other  learning  and  science  as  the  capacities  of  the  several  scholars 
may  merit  or  warrant.** 

This  excludes  nothing — nay,  it  embraces  everything  necessary  to 
form  a  well-educated  man.  How  far  this  instruction  is  to  be.  carried 
— whether,  when  the  degrees  of  talent  and  disposition  come  to  he  ana- 
lysed, some  are  to  be  instructed  up  to  the  point  of  their  appropriate  ca- 
pacity, while  the  more  intelligent  and  more  diligent  are  to  be  carried 
into  the  higher  regions  of  science,  are  questions  of  future  administra- 
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tion,  to  be  decided  by  experience.  But  it  is  manife&t  that  all  the 
means  of  education,  tborou^,  perfect  education,  are  to  be  provided,  that 
every  facility  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  should  be  at  hand ;  nor,  is 
there  any  reason  why  the  Girard  College — liberally  endowed  beyond  all 
example — should  not  be  superior  to  any  existing  establishment  in  the 
talents  of  its  professors  or  the  abundance  of  its  means  of  instruction ; 
and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  so  it  shall  be.  There  shall  be  collected 
within  these  walls  all  that  the  knowledge  and  research  of  men  have  ac- 
cumulated to  enlighten  and  improve  the  minds  of  youth.  It  will  be  the 
civil  West  Point  of  this  country,  where  all  the  sciences  which  minister 
to  men's  happiness,  and  all  the  arts  of  peace,  may  be  thoroughly  and 
practically  taUght.  Its  success  will  naturally  render  it  the  model  for 
other  institutioil8-*-thu8,  not  merely  accomplishing  the  direct  benefit  of 
those  to  whom  its  instruction  extends,  but  irradiating  by  its  example  the 
whole  circumference  of  human  knowledge. 

To  thi«  intellectual  cultivation  will  be  added  that,  without  which  all 
instruction  is  valueless,  ftnd  all  learning  the  mere  ability  for  evil — that 
moral  discipline  which  makes  men  virtuous  and  happy  at  their  own  fire- 
sides. *<  My  desire  is/'  says  he,  "  that  all  the  instructors  and  teachers 
in  the  college  shall  take  pains  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  the  scholars  the 
pure  principles  of  morality,  so  that  on  their  entrance  into  active  life  they 
may,  from  inclination  and  habit,  evince  benevolence  towards  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  a  love  of  truth,  sobriety,  and  industry."  When  this  har- 
mony between  the  heart  and  the  understanding  ceases,  mere  knowledge 
is  a  curse,  and  men  becoine  intellectual  statues,  with  the  perfect  forms 
of  manly  exterior,  but  cold  and  selfish  and  worthless  to  the  community 
which  endures  them.  Our  youth  too  will  not  fail  to  be  deeply  imbued 
with  that  enthusiastic  devotion  to  republican  government,  and  that  know- 
ledge of  his  public  rights  and  duties,  which  should  form  the  basis  of  the 
American  character.  It  is  thus  that  the  founder  strictly  enjoins  "  that 
by  every  proper  means  a  pure  attachment  to  our  republican  institutions, 
and  to  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience,  as  guaranteed  by  our  happy  con- 
stitution, shall  be  formed  and  fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  scholars.*' 

Nor  need  there  be  any  dread  that  such  an  education  will  disqualify 
thetti  for  their  pursuits  in  after-life.  In  this  country  all  pursuits  are 
open  to  all  men,  nor  need  the  humblest  Citizen  despair  of  the  highest 
honours  of  the  republic.  They  err  who  suppose  that,  because  men 
are  instructed,  they  may  desert  the  ordinary  walks  of  employment. 
There  never  cftn  be  such  an  over-education  of  the  mass  of  the 
people.  Men  labour  not  for  a  want  of  knowledge,  but  for  want  of 
bread.  The  cultivation  of  the  mind,  like  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  only 
renders  it  more  productive,  and  knowledge  becomes  the  best  auxiliary 
to  industry  by  rendering  the  labourer  more  intelligent  and  more  ambitious 
to  excel.  The  youths  thus  instructed  will  go  forth  into  the  various  pur- 
suits of  life,  many  of  which  are  in  their  nature  mechanical ;  but  they 
will  begin  with  the  disposition  and  the  power  not  merely  to  excel  in  them, 
but  to  rise  beyond  them,  and  they  will  emerge  from  their  workshops,  as 
their  countrymen  Franldin,  and  Rittenhouse,  and  Godfrey,  and  Fulton 
did  before  them,  reaching  all  the  distinctions  of  the  state  which  may  be 
honourably  won  by  talents  and  character. 

That  the  scene  of  so  many  blessings  may  be  appropriate  to  them,  it  is 
intended  to  make  this  structure  worthy  of  its  great  object,  worthy  of  the 
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name  of  its  founder,  and  of  the  city  which  he  was  so  anxious  to  embellish. 
Among  the  sciences  most  needed  in  this  country,  where  individual  wealth 
is  hastening  to  indulge  its  taste,  and  where  every  state  and  city  and 
country  requires  extensive  public  buildings,  is  architecture.  Indispen- 
■able  in  the  rudest  forms  of  life,  it  becomes  the  highest  ornament  of  the 
most  enlightened.  In  every  stage  of  its  progress,  the  style  of  its  public 
works  displa3rs  the  character  of  the  nation  which  rears  them.  IKgpro- 
portioned  and  grotesque  among  a  coarse  andmilettered  people;  in  nations 
more  advanced  often  over-ornamented  with  the  gaudy  profusion  and  the 
caprices  of  tasteless  wealth ;  it  is  only  when  sustained  by  the  public 
spirit  of  a  community  at  once  enlightened  and  generous  that  architecture 
attains  its  highest  glory — a  refined  simplicity.  Of  that  perfection  it  is 
proposed  that  this  structure  shall  present  a  model,  the  equal  at  least  of 
similar  works  in  any  other  country,  and  not  unworthy  of  the  best  days  of 
antiquity,  a  structure  which  will  at  once  gratify,  the  honourable  pride  of 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  form  the  best  study  for  all  the 
branches  of  industry  connected  with  architecture. 

The  enjoyment  of  so  many  advantages  devolves  on  us,  fellow-citizens, 
the  duty  of  great  care  and  vigilance  to  preserve  them. 

After  bestowing  upon  our  city  this  rich  inheritance*  Girard  adds  this 
emphatic  declaration : — ^*  In  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  College 
and  its  appendages,  I  leave  necessarily  many  details  to  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  I  do  so  with  the  more  confidence 
as,  from  the  nature  of  my  bequests  and  the  benefit  to  result  from  them,  I 
trust  that  my  fellow -citizens  of  Philadelphia  will  observe  and  evince 
special  care  and  anxiety  in  selecting  members  for  their  city  councils  and 
other  agents." 

That  the  generous  confidence  with  which  he  has  thus  committed  to  us 
the  execution  of  his  great  designs  should  never  be  betrayed,  we  owe 
equally  to  the  name  of  the  founder  and  to  the  interests  of  our  posterity, 
as  the  whole  value  of  this  institution  will  depend  entirely  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  it.  For  myself  and  my  colleagues,  to  whom  the  high 
honour  has  been  assigned  of  sharing  in  that  administration,  I  can  only 
say,  fellow-citizens,  that  we  have  assumed  the  trust  with  the  deepest 
sense  of  its  responsibility^  and  a  determination  to  execute  it  in  the  spirit 
of  enlightened  benevolence  wkich  animated  the  founder,  and  we  shall  in 
our  turn  retire  from  it  with  the  hope  that  our  fair  city  may  always  find 
successors  who  to  equal  zeal  add  greater  ability  to  serve  it. 

Under  such  auspices,  we  confidently  trust  that  all  the  expectations  of 
the  founder  will  be  realized.  With  this  delightful  anticipation  we  now 
invoke  the  blessing  of  God  on  this  great  undertaking. 

In  the  name  of  Stephen  Girard,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  merchant  and  mariner,  we  lay  the 
foundation  of  this  Girard  College  for  Orphans.  We  dedicate  it  to 
the  cause  of  charity,  which  not  only  feeds  and  clothes  the  destitute,  but 
wisely  confers  the  greatest  blessings  on  the  greatest  sufferers ; 
To  the  cause  of  education,  which  gives  to  human  life  its  chief  value ; 
To  the  cause  of  morals,  without  which  knowledge  were  worse  than 
unavailing;  and,  finally, 

To  the  cause  of  our  country,  whose  service  is  the  noblest  object  to 
which  knowledge  and  morals  can  be  devoted. 
Long  may  this  structure  stand,  in  its  majestic  simplicity,  the  pride 
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and  admiration  of  our  latest  posterity!  Long  may  it  continue  to  yield  its 
annual  harvest  of  educated  and  moral  citizens  to  adorn  and  to  defend  our 
country  I  Long  may  each  successive  age  enjoy  its  still  increasing  benefits, 
when  time  shall  have  filled  its  halls  with  the  memory  of  the  mighty 
dead  who  have  been  reared  within  them,  and  shed  over  its  outward 
beauty  the  mellowing  hues  of  a  thousand  years  of  renown ! 


MR.  HULME's  address  TO  THE  TRUSTEES,  &C.,   OF  THE   WILL  OF  THE  * 

LATE  STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

Gentlemen, — It  appears  you  have  determined  on  a  plan  for  the 
erection  of  a  college,  not  in  unison  with,  but  in  direct  violation  of,  the 
will  of  Stephen  Girard ;  which  plan,  if  executed,  will  cost  about  one 
million  dollars  extra.  And  pray,  gentlemen,  what  are  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  by  society  from  such  a  deviation  ?  We  think  it  would 
puzzle  a  "  Philadelphia  lawyer"  to  find  them  out.  "  Let  us  erect  one 
of  the  most  splendid  buildings  in  the  world,  now  that  we  have  the  funds 
at  OUT  command,"  say  you ;  but  Girard  did  not  say  so,  nor  would  you  or 
your  agents  say  so,  provided  you  must  toil  and  labour  for  the  money  as 
he  did.  Gentlemen,  as  you  do  not,  and  as  we  believe  you  cannot,  show 
us  any  good  that  will  result  to  society  from  your  breach  of  trust,  we  will 
show  you  and  the  world  some  of  the  bad  effects  of  your  doings. 

Ist.  We  are  informed  that  some  professional  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia 
are  receiving  two  thousand  dollars  a-year  for  reading  and  explaining  the 
will  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard.  This  information  we  do  not  believe,  be- 
cause the  will  is  not  left  in  a  foreign  language ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  in 
a  language  so  very  plain,  that  he  who  runs  may  read,  ay,  and  understand, 
fully  understand,  the  intentions  of  the  testator.  It  is  true  that  very 
great  legal  talents  would  be  required,  and  no  doubt  very  large  fees  de- 
manded, to  put  such  a  construction  upon  the  will  of  the  testator  as  to 
justify  you  in  your  proceedings.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  we  cannot,  we 
will  not,  believe  that  any  respectable  lawyer  would  sanction  this  perver- 
siou  of  Mr.  Girard's  will,  and  the  making  columns  of  marble  take  pre- 
cedency of  educating  Girard's  poor  orphans. 

2nd.  Gentlemen,  have  you  seriously  reflected  on  the  dreadful  eJTects 
which  such  a  violation  of  your  sacred  trusts  will  produce  upon  society  ? 
The  will  of  Stephen  Girard  will  be  read  and  understood,  clearly  under- 
stood, by  generations  yet  unborn ;  and,  pray,  what  will  they  think  and 
say  of  you  when  they  read  the  will  and  look  at  your  work  ?  In  what 
part  of  Stephen  Girard's  will  can  they  find  directions  for  erecting  such 
flights  of  steps,  and  so  many  tremendous  pillars,  all  around  a  school  for 
the  education  of  poor  orphan  boys  ?  Grentlemen,  fees  of  ten  thousands 
of  dollars  a-year  would  not  enable  the  most  learned  professional  twistical 
gentleman  in  the  world  to  discover  any  such  clause  in  the  will  as  to  jus- 
tify your  acts.  Well,  then,  what  will  the  thinking,  honest  portion  of 
society  think  of  you  ?  They  cannot  approbate  your  conduct — they  will 
condemn  it.  But  how  will  your  doings  operate  upon  other  portions  of 
society  who  seldom  think,  but  who  follow  examples  ?    Here  they  will  be 
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furnished  with  the  example  of  a  violation  of  a  sacred  trust  of  the  great- 
est  magnitude  the  world  ever  beheld,  and  will  justify  themselves  in  fol- 
lowing your  example.  This  will  he  one  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  your 
breach  of  trust.  Gentlemen,  have  you  ever  reflected  on  the  domestic 
affairs  of  your  own  families  ?  •  Do  you  relish  the  idea  of  leaving  pro- 
perty to  be  expended  in  baubles,  instead  of  being  applied  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  your  children  in  accordance  with  your  will?  Can  you 
expect  the  rising  generation  to  possess  more  virtue  than  you  possess? 
The  teachers  may  teach,  and  the  preachers  may  preach,  but  example  is 
more  powerful  than  either.  The  influence  of  your  evil  doings  will  pro- 
duce a  sort  of  mischief  to  society,  for  which  the  preachers  and  teachers 
can  find  no  remedy. 

3rd.  Gentlemen,  have  you  ever  calcuUted  the  number  of  orphan  boys 
that  are  to  be  deprived  of  that  food,  clothing,  and  schooling  which  Stephen 
Girard  provided  for,  and  directed  vou  to  give  them  ?  The  interest  of 
the  cost  of  all  the  useless  and  needless  steps,  pillars,  caps,  ^c.  &c.,  can- 
not be  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  a-year ;  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars a-year,  judiciously  expended,  would  feed,  clothe,  and  instruct  five 
hundred  orphan  boys  a-year  for  ever.  And  is  this  a  matter  of  no  con- 
sideration with  you,  when  compared  with  the  contracts  you  will  give, 
and  the  gratification  your  eyes  will  receive,  when  you  see  the  splendid 
pillars  of  marble  which  you  have  caused  to  be  set  up  ?  But  will  not  a 
sight  of  these  splendid  objects  of  folly  remind  you  of  a  certain  pillar  of 
sfdt  ?  Suppose  five  hundred  poor  children  were  honestly  permitted  to 
receive  the  benefits  which  Stephen  Girard  intended  to  give,  for  five 
years  each  on  an  average ;  your  acts  of  folly  and  injustice  deprive  ten 
thousand  children  in  every  succeeding  one  hundred  years  of  the  benefits 
the  giver  of  so  many  good  gifts  provided  for  them,  and  directed  you  to 
give  them ;  and  can  you  expect  justice  to  be  administered  to  your  chil- 
dren after  having  deprived  so  many  poor  orphans  of  that  which  is  justly 
due  them? 

4th.  You  say,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  funds  enough,  and  to  spare; 
but,  suppose  you  had  funds  enough  to  defray  the  expenses  of  feeding, 
clothing,  and  teaching  all  the  orphan  boys  in  the  Union ;  would  it  be  an 
act  of  wisdom  to  expend  so  much  money  in  needless  ornaments  upon  a 
school  in  which  Stephen  Girard  intended  boys  to  be  well  prepared  for 
the  plough,  the  shuttle,  and  the  ship  ?  Will  such  useless  baubles  have 
a  good  influence  on  such  boys  ?  Will  the  example  of  such  a  violation  of 
the  will  of  their  benefactor  have  a  tendency  to  render  them  advocates  of 
virtue  ?  And  will  livipg  in  such  a  splendid  mansion,  while  they  are 
young,  have  a  tendency  to  render  them  contented  all  the  day  long  st  the 
plough,  and  all  the  night  long  in  a  plain  farm-house?  Impossible! 
Will  such  a  training  render  a  boy  contented  to  toil  and  labour  in  a  work- 
shop ?  Impossible !  Would  you  transport  a  boy  out  of  such  a  palace 
into  the  forecastle  of  a  ^hip  ?  Cruel  guardians  of  poor  orphans  1  will 
you  waste  one  million  of  dollars  to  produce  and  perpetuate  so  much 
mischief?  But  harl| !  what  do  we  hear  ?  We  hear  an  advocate  for 
the  violation  of  the  will  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard  say  that  the  boys 
shall  not  be  prepared,  as  Stephen  Girard  directed,  for  the  plough,  the 
shuttle,  and  the  ship ;  that  they  shall  not  be  prepared  to  work  with  their 
hands,  as  Stephen  Girard  worked  with  his  hands  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  shall  be  taught  to  live  without  leather  aprons  and  labour.    Oh!  it 
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IB  80 !  Well,  then,  who  are  to  be  the  favoured  few  that  will  gain  admit- 
tance into  this  splendid  temple  ?  Not  the  poor  orphans,  we  guess ;  but 
the  orphans  of  the  privileged  few  of  the  most  influential  families — of 
the  would-be  aristocrats  of  Philadelphia — the  offspring  of  those  who  con- 
trive to  live  upon  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  the  **  leather-apron  corps'* 
in  every  part  of  the  world.  Well,  well !  if  the  produce  of  the  toil  and 
labour  of  Stephen  Girard  is  to  be  prostituted  to  this  purpose,  perhaps 
the  more  you  displaiy  your  extravagance  in  building  the  temple«  the  bet- 
ter. But,  then,  we  hope  you  will  be  consistent^-that  all  your  buildings 
and  arrangements  around  your  splendid  monument  of  folly  will  corre* 
spond  with  it;  otherwise  your  temple  will  remind  us  of  a  proud  and 
senseless  fop,  with  a  fine  ruffle  but  no  shirt. 

The  aristocrats  of  Europe  are  consistent,  and  let  us  hope  that  our  Phi- 
ladelphia aristocrats  will  follow  their  example.  But  here  we  see  a  diffi- 
culty in  the  way.  All  the  fonds  left  by  Stephen  Girard  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  erection  of  such  an  establish- 
ment. Our  Philadelphia  gentry  would  require  the  power  and  purse  of 
Louis  XIV.  to  enable  them  to  finish  such  an  establishment.  But  this  is 
the  age  of  revolutions,  and  probably  a  revolution  may  arise  which  will 
hurl  the  violators  of  Stephen  Girard's  will  into  powerless  insignificance 
before  they  have  laid  the  foundations  of  their  folly  :  and,  high  as  they 
intend  to  raise  the  pillars  of  useless  ornaments,  depend  upon  it  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people  will  rise  higher,' and,  possessing  the  spirit  and 
strength  of  Sampson,  overthrow  them. 

5tb.  People  of  New  York  and  of  New  Orleans,  are  you  aware  of  the 
projects  and  doings  of  our  Philadelphia  gentry  ?  Are  you  willing  to 
allow  these  violators  of  the  will  of  Stephen  Girard  to  deprive  five  hun- 
dred of  your  poor  orphan  boys  of  all  the  benefits  which  Stephen  Girard 
provided  for  them  for  ever  ?  If  not,  it  is  time  for  you  to  express  your 
feelings  of  indignation  at  the  doings  of  these  gentlemen.  They  say  there 
will  be  funds  enough  left  after  throwing  away  one  million  dollars  on 
ornaments  which  will  be  worse  than  useless*— although  Stephen  Girard 
expressly  directs  them  to  ^  avoid  useless  cmaments^*  Perhaps  enough 
may  be  left  to  teach  the  orphan  sons  of  the  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia 
how  to  live  upon  the  industry  of  the  labourers  of  the  whole  Union.  But, 
liberal  as  the  funds  are,  we  think  one  dollar  should  not  be  wasted  until 
every  orphan  boy  in  the  Union  is  well  fed,  clothed,  and  taught. 

0th.  People  of  New  York  and  of  New  Orleans,  if  you  are  satisfied 
with  the  doings  of  these  gentry— so  be  it;  if  not,  it  is  high  time  kit 
you  to  express  your  sentiments :  you  have  a  deep  interest  at  stake.  If 
the  will  of  Stephen  Girard  be  faithfully  executed,  thousands  of  your  sons 
will  be  rendered  really  good  and  useftil  members  of  society  by  it,  and 
they  and  their  poor  dying  parents  will  have  cause  to  bless  die  name  of 
the  giver  of  so  many  g<Md  gifts,  but  which  gifts  these  unfaithful  stew- 
ards are  attemptbg  to  prostitute  to  a  worse  than  useless  purpose. 

T.    HULHK. 
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MEMORIAL  TO  THE  SENATE  AKD  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THB 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  FENNSTLYANIA,  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  STBPHBN 
GIRARD's  legacy  TO  THE  ORPHANS  OF  PBNNSTLYANIAy  NEW  YORK, 
AND  NEW  ORLEANS.      BT  JAMBS  RONALDSON.      PHILADELPHIA.     18354 


Advertisement. 

The  following  Memorial,  on  the  subject  of  Stephen  Girard's  legacy 
to  the  Orphans  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  New  Orleans,  b1« 
though  before  the  State  Assembly,  whether  it  be,  or  be  not  acted  on, 
will  not  by  that  body  be  laid  before  the  public,  because  printing  me* 
morials  and  petitions  is  not  a  legislative  practice. 

As  some  of  the  friends  to  splendid  buildings  have  made  unkind  allu- 
sions to  the  Memorialist  and  his  motives,  it  appeared  proper  that  the 
Memorial  should  be  published,  that  people  may  have  the  means  of 
judging  for  themselves. 

It  is  the  matter  and  object  of  the  Memorial  that  is  interesting  to  the 
public.  As  respects  the  signer,  on  such  occasions  it  is  not  worth 
spending  a  thought  on  who  or  what  he  is,  yet,  if  it  can  amuse  any  one 
to  do  so,  there  can  be  no  objections  to  it ;  and  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of 
any  to  deal  harshly  with  the  man  or  his  motives  on  the  present  occasioDi 
they  will  be  left  to  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  all  the  happiness 
such  a  course  can  afford  them. 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF 
THB  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  IN  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  MET*. 

The  Memorial  of  the  subscriber  respectfully  represents — 

That  a  very  little  reflection  on  the  circumstances  of  the  poor  orphans 
in  this  and  all  countries  will  convince  every  man  of  sound  mind  or 
humane  feelings  that  they  are,  of  all  the  unfortunate  classes  of  society, 
the  very  one  that  is  most -helpless,  friendless,  and  forlorn;  and  who, 
themselves,  have  had  no  agency  in  producing  this  sad  result  They 
are  a  class  that,  from  the  nature  of  things,  are  incapable  of  doing 
aught  for  themselves ;  though  their  wants  are  many,  their  means  and 
friends  have  been  few,  and  the  former  sometimes  not  well  managed. 

It  is  a  case  of  the  latter  kind  that,  on  this  occasion,  brings  me  before 
you  as  a  memorialist ;  and  I  earnestly  pray  the  legislature  to  bear  ivith 
me  a  short  time,  while  I  lay  before  the  Representatives  of  the  People 
a  matter  interesting  to  the  honour  of  the  State,  to  humanity,  and  to 
justice. 

In  this  matter  your  memorialist  has  no  personal  interest,  and  beheves 
that  he  is  solely  influenced  by  a  desire  to  see  the  principles  of  justice 
and  humanity  strictly  adhered  to  in  all  matters  confided  to  the  in* 
tegrity  and  honour  of  Pennsylvania :  and  to  the  end  that  the  rights  of 
poor  orphans  may  not  be  entangled  in  party  feelings  or  subjects  foreign 
to  them,  through  the  motives  that  might  be  ascribed  to  particular  men, 
where  there  are  many  subscribers,  your  memorialist  has  assumed  the 
individual  responsibility  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,  and  hopes  that  this  paper  will  be 
received  as  the  Memorial  of  Poor  Orphans. 

The  late  Stephen  Girard,  merchant  and  mariner  of  Philadelphia,  by 
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his  last  will  appropriated  a  very  large  sum  of  money  to  the  maintenance 
uid  education  of  poor  orphan  children  ;  so  large  a  sum  that,  judging 
from  his  own  language,  he  considered  it  more  than  probahly  would  be 
required  for  the  support  of  all  the  poor  orphans  of  Pennsylvania ;  for 
in  his  will  there  is  a  proviso,  that  in  the  event  there  are  not  as  many 
poor  orphans  in  Pennsylvania  as  require  all  the  means  he  appropriated 
to  this  purpose,  the  surplus  shall  be  employed  in  supporting  the  poor 
orphans  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Girard 
would  not  have  made  such  a  proviso  if  he  had  supposed  that  the  mighty 
means  were  to  fall  short  of  maintaining  the  orphans  of  Pennsylvania,  if 
they  were  duly  applied  to  the  object.  For  him  to  suspect  they  were 
insufficient,  and  to  make  such  a  proviso,  would  lead  to  the  inference 
that  he  purposely  put  an  insult  on  two  cities  which  it  is  evident,  by  his 
language,  he  recollected  with  feelings  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

The  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  this  matter,  are  left  not  the  heirs  of 
Stephen  Girard, but  his  trustees;  and,  judging  from  what  these  citizens 
have  done,  and  are  doing,  and  what  it  appears  they  purpose  to  do,  your 
memorialist  is  impressed  with  the  belief  that  they,  as  trustees,  have  not 
understood  the  injunctions  of  the  testator ;  or,  if  they  have  understood, 
have  not  regarded  them.  To  your  memorialist  it  appears  that  Stephen 
Girard  distinctly  expressed  his  desire  and  his  object ;  and  these  were* 
that  certain  means,  by  him  specified,  -  should  be  employed  in  maintain- 
ing, educating,  and  giving  trades  to  poor  orphans ;  and  towards  the 
accomplishing  of  this  object,  good  and  substantial  buildings  should  be 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  these  poor  orphans.  In  positive 
terms  he  forbids  useless  ornament,  and  enjoins  neatness,  but  avoiding 
all  unnecessary  expense. 

From  the  language  of  the  will,  the  style  of  building^  that  Mr.  Girard 
directs  can  be  understood  by  any  person  who  has  a  claim  to  common 
sense.  This  is  manifest  from  what  he  has  said  on  the  subject ;  and  it 
is  still  made  more  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  poor  orphans  are  to 
be  indentured  to  the  college  before  they  can  be  admitted  to  its  benefits ; 
and  are  by  the  trustees  to  be  apprenticed  to  tradesmen)  with  whom  they 
are  to  learn  trades.  One  part  of  the  will  explains  another,  in  the 
simplest  and  most  satisfactory  manner.  It  is  evident  that  his  purpose 
waff  to  maintain  and  educate  poor  orphans,  and  then  to  have  them  bred 
tradesmen,  &c* 

He  tellfl  his  trustees  that  he  does  not  recommend  the  teaching  of 
Latin  and  Greek,  although  he  does  not  forbid  it.  What  he  has  himself 
s^d  on  the  subject  of  the  buildings,  the  notice  he  takes  himself  of  the 
classics,  and  the  apprenticing  of  the  orphans  to  learn  trades,  all  must 
satisfy  any  rational  man  that  Stephen  Girard  has  not  authorized  the 
costly  style  of  building  and  expenditure  of  money  that  the  trustees  have 
adopted. 

In  place  of  respecting  the  conditions  specified  in  Mr.  Girard's  will, 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  appear,  from  the  time  that  this  great  duty 
devolved  on  them,  to  have  .neglected  their  obligations ;  for,  in  place  of 
carrying  out  the  testator's  directions  in  regard  to  building  the  house  he 
ordered,  they  advertised  for  plans,  and  unnecessarily  spent  what  was 
intended  for  maintaining  poor  orphans  on  plans  and  pictures,  which 
had  no  resemblance  to  the  directions  and  objects  of  Stephen  Girard. 
From  this  first  departure  they  have  pursued  one  uninterrupted  course 
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of  disregard  to  the  object  be  bad  in  view,  (to  wit/  the  I  maintenaace 
and  education  of  the  poor  orphans  of  Pennsylvania,  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  New  Orleans. 

Judging  from  the  house  that  these  trustees  have  begun,  and  ve  now 
building,  the  years  they  have  been  employed  on  it,  the  progress  made, 
and  the  money  expended,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  buildings 
requisite  to  complete  the  whole,  ia  conformity  to  what  is  begun,  wDl 
require  twelve  or  fifi;een  years  of  time  and  fiftem  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  money  to  finish  them.  The  inevitable  conseqnences  of  this 
are,  that  the  money  Stephen  Girard  intaided  to  be  employed  in  main- 
taining the  poor  orphans  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  New  Orleans  is  to  be  squandered  in  ostentatious,  useless  architeo 
ture,  by  which  a  perpetual  succession  of  the  poor  orphans  of  New  Or- 
leans, New  York,  and  finally  some  of  those  bebnging  to  Pennsvlvania, 
are  to  be  sacrificed  for  ever,  and  this  fearful  outrage  on  these  helpless 
creatures  is  committed  to  gratify  vanity  and  bad  passions.  The  act 
must  entail  disgrace  on  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  evident  that  the  means  to  make  these  improper  buildings  are 
taken  first  from  the  poor  orphans  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  then  of 
New  York,  and,  lastly,  some  of  your  own  must  be  sacrificed. 

The  [present  course  has  its  foundation  in  a  violation  of  justice,  and  its 
results  must  be  hafi.  No  man  who  pretends  to  the  possession  of  com- 
mon sense  can  suppose  that  palaces  are  proper  places  for  rearing  and 
educating  poor  orphans^  or  any  youths  who  are  to  fill  the  business  sta- 
tions of  life,  and  earn  their  bread  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Let  us 
ask  ourselves  what  the  feelings  of  a  youth  are  likely  to  be  on  his  learing 
the  patrician  palace  and  going  to  the  bench,  the  plough*  the  anvil,  the 
forecastle,  &c.,  when,  looking  round  the  shop,  he  thinks  of  the  palace;  the 
lad  must  feel  miserable,  and  turn  with  disgust  from  all  around  him. 

Buildings,  such  as  the  trustees  are^  now  making  with  the  poor  orphans' 
money,  when  finished,  will  prove  palaces,  and  suited  for  preparing  the 
children  of  the  rich  for  the  profession  of  the  law,  medicine,  or  di?inity, 
and  increasing  the  classes  that  are  sure  to  superabound  in  all  wealthy 
communities,  and  will  be  supplied  by  the  rich,  whose  means  should  he 
spent  in  educating  their  own  children,  and  not  saved  by  the  legacy  of 
Stephen  Girard,  or  any  one  else ;  such  palaces  are  not  suitable  for  the 
rearing  of  industrious,  manly  tradesmen. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  for  it  is  not  necessary,  to  enter  into  the  details 
and  minutiae  of  Mr.  Girard's  will ;  it  is  a  paper  not  difficult  to  under* 
stand;  the  benevolent  purpose  of  the  testator  could  soon  be  made  to 
operate  beneficially  on  the  poor  orphans  designated  by  Mr.  Giiaid. 
All  that  is  wanting  is  simply  to  explain  the  will  by  itself  and  com- 
mon sense,  carefuUy  avoiding  the  sophistry  and  costly  prevaricationi 
of  professional  law— for  it  has  been  Imown  to  supersede  legislative  in- 
tention. 

^  Mr.  Girard's  object  was  not  building  houses.  His  object  was  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  poor  orphans;  the  house-building  ia 
merely  a  means  required  to  accomplish  the  end. 

Considering  the  situation  that  the  trustees  have  brought  things  tQ»  the 
vast  waste  of  money  and  loss  of  time,  and  the  prospect  before  us,  it  ia 
evident  that  generations  of  poor  orphans  are  to  lose  thear  interest  in 
this  grand  legacy,  while  the  funds jequired  to  build  the  s|dattdid  patacfiB 
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are  so  to  diminiBh  the  general  means  that  the  reyenicm  left  to  New 
Orleans  and  New  York  is  to  be  entirely  swallowed  up.  If  this  course 
is  not  arrested  by  the  interposition  of  the  state,  Pennsylvania  will  be- 
come identified  with  the  trustees,  and  share  the  scorn  of  the  world  and 
the  cuTses  of  the  two  defrauded  cities.  Harsh  as  these  terms  may  ap- 
pear in  this  Memorial,  and  at  this  time,  they  are  what  will  be  employed 
against  us  whenever  there  appears  a  poor  orphan  in  one  or  other  of 
those  cities,  or  a  stranger  looks  at  the  majestic  pile  of  buildings  and 
recollects  the  fund  from  which  their  cost  was  psid. 

It  is  only  necessary  for  a  Pennsylvanian  or  citizen  of  Philadelphia  to 
change  the  position  of  the  parties  to  acquire  a  just  view  of  the  affair ; — let 
him  suppose  that  Stephen  Girard  hfid  placed  the  trusteeship  in  the  citi- 
zens of  New  York  or  New  Orleans. 

Let  us  turn  from  this  gloomy  picture,  and  elevate  our  minds  by  con- 
templating what  may  be  done  by  an  efficient  interposition  of  the  state 
authority,  and  the  funds  applied  to  their  destined  end.  Such  was  the 
great  amount  of  means  left  by  Stephen  Girard,  that,  if  honestly  and 
economically  employed,  shunning  unnecessary  expense,  and  guarding 
against  useless  fees  and  salaries,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  there  would 
have  been  enough  to  take  care  of  all  Pennsylvania's  poor  orphans,  and 
wherewith  to  educate  a  number  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans.  The 
happy  effects  that  would  have  resulted'  to  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and 
Pennsylvania,  from  a  current  supply  of  well-educated  young  tradesmen, 
going  to  New  Orleans  and  New  York  with  the  sober  and  industrious 
habits  that  characterize  Pennsylvanian  tradesmen,  would,  in  time,  have 
produced  a  moral  effect  beneficial  to  all  parties,  and  most  honourable  to 
Pennsylvania. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  happy  consequences  that  would  result 
fi'om  the  kind  feelings  such  an  intercourse  would  produce  between  New 
Orleans  and  New  York  (two  of  the  most  important  cities  in  America) 
and  Pennsylvania. 

I^^One  of  the  political  consequences  to  the  country  would  be  to  raise 
up,  in  the  persons  of  poor  orjAans^  citizens  whose  good  sense  and  dis- 
ciplined minds  would  exercise  great  influence  in  accustoming  the  citi- 
zens to  think  of  the  qualifications  of  men  before  they  voted  for  them  to 
be  officers.  These  poor  orphans  would  become  conservators  of  peace, 
order,  and  justice  at  our  elections ;  an  influence  that  is  yearly  becoming 
more  and  more  wanted.  Men  so  educated  are  equally  important  to 
those  who  are  rich  as  those  who  are  poor.  The  number  of  well-in- 
fonned  men,  with  disciplined  minds  and  correct  morals,  should,  by  every 
means,  be  increased,  until  this  would  be  the  entire  character  of  our 
electors. 

Your  memoiifdist  doea  not  presume  to  determine  what  course  jour 
honourable  bodies  should  pursue  in  this  important  matter;  but,  as  a 
citizen  interested  in  the  honour  of  Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphia,  and 
as  feeling  for  the  friendleasj  helpless  poor  orphans^  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  thus  to  call  your  attention*  to  the  manner  in  which  the  trustees 
are  exeeuting  their  dutiai  towards  the  poor  orphans  of  New  Orleans, 
New  York,  and  Pennsylvania ;  and  also  to  lay  before  the  world  my 
protest  against  their  conduct  in  spending  what  has  been  left  for  the 
edueation  and  maintenance  of  poor  orphans  in  building  palaces, 
paying  useleiB  fees  and^  improper  salaries,  &c.  &c.,  whereby  the;  in- 
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tegrity  of  Philadelpliia,  and,  through  the  conduct  of  that  city,  the 
character  of  the  State,  is  compromised.  Your  memorialist  most  re- 
spectfully prays  that  your  honourable  bodies  will  take  the  matter  into 
serious  consideration,  and  make  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  matter 
by  such  means  as  shall  appear  best  calculated  to  preserve  the  good 
character  of  this  State,  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  feeble  and  help- 
less poor  orphans. 

James  Ronaldson. 
PhUadeiphia,  February  19,  1835/ 


The  newspaper  called  **The  Pennsylvanian,"  which  is  the  organ 
of  the  Philadelphian  democratic  party,  previous  to  the  election  of 
1834,  remarked  that — In  the  city  we  are  to  meet  the  violators  of 
Girard's  will,  and  the  plunderers  of  the  poor  orphan ;  the  men 
who  are  squandering  millions  of  dollars,  bequeathed  to  the  people, 
in  erecting  a  palace  which  will  require  fifteen  years  to  complete,  and 
will  be  useless  when  completed.  For  what?  To  give  fat  offices  to  their 
friends,  and  to  keep  themselves  in  power  by  lavish  corruption ! 


MEMORIAL  TO  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, respectfully  showeth  that 

The  councils  of  Philadelphia  have,  however,  directly  violated  both 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  will  of  their  aged  and  venerable  fellow- 
citizen,  by  adopting  and  carrying  into  execution  a  plan  for  a  Grecita 
emple,  in  total  contradiction  of  the  expreMcd  wishes  of  the  testator, 
and  which*  will  not  only  consume  nearly  the  whole  of  the  fund  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  but  must  delay  the  benefits  of  this  valuable  losti- 
tution  until  the  present  generation  has  entirely  passed  away. 


Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  following  communication  from  the  trustees  of 
Girard  College : — 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Girard  College 

for  Orphans,  AprU  25, 1835. 

TO  THE  SELECT  ANn  COMMON  COUNCILS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  FHILAHELFBU* 

GENTLBMEM,-^In  Compliance  with  a  resolution  paned  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  Board  will  enable  them  to  commence  the 
organization  of  the  institution  by  the  month  of  OcHober  next  ;  and  to 
request  authority  from  your  honourable  bodies  to  begin  the  instractioa  of 
orphans  at  thai  period.  Knowing,  as  I  do,  the  anxiety  always  mani- 
fested by  the  Councils  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  delay  in  confemng  upon 
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our  fellow-citizens  the  benefits  of  Mr.  Girard's  bounty — and  assured 
that  the  measure  now  proposed  will,  if  practicable,  be  cheerfully 
adopted — I  forbear  to  enter  into  any  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  this 
request,  and  only  ask  for  it  an  early,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  receive  a  re- 
spectful, consideration, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

N.  BiDDLE,  President. 

Referred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Girard  Estates.  ^ 


COMMON  COUNCIL,  1836. 

Petitions  and  communications  of  a  character  similar  to  those  pre* 
sented  in  Select  Council  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Rawles,  Thomason, 
Hutchinson,  Perot,  and  Fraley. 

Mr.  Otis,  from  the  Building  Committee  of  Girard  College,  reported 
an  ordinance  authorising  a  loan  of  100,00D  dollars  for  the  expenses  ot 
erecting  Girard  College.     Laid  on  the  table. 

"  In  no  event  shall  any  part  of  the  said  capital  be  sold,  disposed  of,  or 
pledged." — (See  Girard*s  will.) 
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ATaOCITIRS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICANS  TOWARDS  THE  NEGROES, 

AND  THEIR  FRIENDS  THE  ABOLITIONISTS. 

The  following  extracts  from  newspapers  and  other  publications  will 
be  suflBcient  to  illustrate  this  head  of  my  work ;  but  it  must  not  be  ima- 
gined that  they  detail  a  fiftieth  part  of  the  atrocities  which  actually  took 
place  during  the  four  years  in  which  they  occurred.  As  the  reader^will 
perceive,  they  are  not  arranged  with  any  regard  to  dates. 


From  the  Pennsylvanian^  1834. 

Tumult  has  been  busy  lately  on  the  Schuylkill  front  of  the  city ;  and 
in  one  oir  two  instances  fire-anns  had  to  be  produced  to  keep  down  the 
turbulent  spirit.  A  party  of  white  men  appear  to  have  determined  that 
no  black  shall  be  employed  if  they  can  prevent  it,  and  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  demand  from  tarern-keepers  that  they  should  dismiss  their 
black  servants. 
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From  the  Pennsyivat/dan^  1834. 

PHILADELPHIA   RIOTS SECOND  NIGHT, 

The  riots  commenced  on  Wednesday  night  with  redoubled  activity  and 
fury.  In  consequence  of  the  disturbances  of  the  preceding  eveniiig,  the 
city  police,  under  the  mayor,  were  marched  just  after  dark  to  the 
southern  boundaries  of  the  city,  and  the  police  of  the  districts  were  also 
assembled.  The  rioters,  however,  did  not  show  themselves  in  any  force 
until  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  peace-officers,  worn  out  by  the  toils 
of  the  affray  on  Tuesday,  and  not  anticipating  a  second  riot,  had  generally 
retired.  The  onset  was  made  in  Seventh-street  between  Shippen  and  Fitz- 
water  streets.  Two  three-storied  brick  houses  on  the  west  side,  occu- 
pied by  blacks,  were  first  assailed.  The  windows 'and  doors  were  dashed  to 
pieces,  the  furniture  demolished^  and  the  inhabitants  dragged  from  their 
beds  and  dreadfully  beaten.  In  the  morning  one  of  them  was  carried  to 
the  hospital.  The  mob  then  moved  on  to  Baker-street,  where  three 
frame-houses  were  almost  torn  to  pieces,  and  completely  riddled  with 
stones.  The  little  property  of  the  inhabitants^^bedsteads,  bedding,  &c.— 
was  strewed  about  the  street  in  firagments.  It  is  not  known  wheUier  the 
occupants  were  much  hurt  In  Baker«street,  below  Seventh-street,  several 
frame-buildings  shared  the  same  fate ;  and  in  Seventh-street,  below  Baker- 
street,  two  other  houses  were  as  much  injured.  The  first  African  Presby- 
terian church  in  Seventh-street  exhibits  serious  marks  of  the  fray.  The 
doors  are  dented  and  battered,  and  the  window- sashes  knocked  to  pieces. 
The  rioters  found  it  impossible  to  effiect  an  entrance*  or  the  interior  of 
the  church  would  have  been  demolished. 

In  Shippen-street,  below  Seventh-street,  two  large  three-story  brick 
houses  are  reduced  to  mere  wrecks.  The  doors  and  window-shutters  are 
baling  in  fragments,  and  the  houses  are  thoroughly  gutted.  A  frame- 
house  adjacent  suffered  as  badly.  The  palings,  a  small  front  garden,  and 
the  fragments  of  the  buildings  at  this  point,  exhibit  melancholy  instances 
of  the  fury  of  the  rioters.  A  small  court  opposite,  occupied  alU^ether  by 
blacks,  appears  to  have  been  an  especial  object  of  attack.  Upwards  of 
six  houses  were  here  assailed  and  dealt  with  as  violently  as  the  others. 
In  Small-street  four  or  five  IVame-tenements  suffered  feevcrely. 

The  damage  above  described  was  seen  by.  us  in  a  hasty  walk  over  die 
ground  yesterday ;  but  we  are  informed  that  it  is  only  part  of  the  whole 
mischief  perpetrated.  The  scene  was  a  melancholy  example  of  mob  vio- 
lence. The  furniture  of  the  houses  was  broken  into  the  smidlcst 
fhtgments ;  nothing  escaped ;  th^  bedding  >Was  carri?^  into  the  streets, 
ripped  up  with  knives,  and  the  ccmtents  scatteind  far  and  vride.  The 
bedsteads,  chairs,  and  tables  were  hacked  to  chips.  The  inhabitants  who 
were  not  fortunate  enough  to  fly  at  the  first  approach  of  the  rioters  were 
treated  with  brutal  cruelty ;  and  we  learned  that  an  old  inoffensive  negro 
was  lying  dead  from  the  effects  of  the  treatment  he  received  in  the 
wreck  of  his  house.  Others,  who  were  carried  to  the  hospital,  it  is  said 
cannot  survive.  Murder  is  then  to  be  added  to  the  account  of  the  riots 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  following  particulars  are  from  the  afternoon  papers  of  yesterday  :— 

The  mob  assembled,  as  before,  in  the  Hospital  lot.  Prom  thence  they 
proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  comer  of  Small  and  Sixth  streets.  At  this 
time  the  crowd  must  have  consisted  of  nearly  500  persons,  generally 
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ladfl  of  froiti  17  to  90  yeftra^ld,  with  a  number  of  men;  Th^y  appeated 
to  act  in  accordance  with  a  preconcerted  plan  generally  understood.  The 
white  residents  in  the  district  extended  a  light  from  their  windows,  and 
the  houses  thus  designated  were  respected. 

Not  a  housci  the  dwelling  of  coloured  people,  was  spared.  The  poor 
blacks,  affrighted  at  the  approaching  storm,  had  fled  their  houses,  and 
even  the  city,  and  took  repose  by  thousands  in  the  fields  and  woods  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city. 

The  mob  entered  one  house  where  a  man,  who  had  not  been  awakened 
by  his  frightened  eompanions,  was  found  in  his  bed  asleep.  The  rioters, 
in  despite  of  his  piteous  entreaties  for  mercy,  seized  the  poor  fellow  and 
hurled  him  out  of  the  window. 

Soon  after  the  mob  collected  at  the  comer  of  South  and  Seyenth  streets, 
word  was  giren  to  inarch  down  Seventh-street,  the  police  of  the  city  being 
too  strong  to  permit  any  breaches  of  the  peace  within  their  boundaries. 
On  the  way  down  several  blacks  were  inhumanly  beaten  and  dreadfully 
lacerated.  In  one  house  there  was  a  corpse,  which  was  thrown  out  of 
the  coffin ;  and,  in  another,  a  dead  infant  was  taken  out  of  bed  andc  ast  on 
the  floor,  the  mother  being  at  the  same  time  barbarously  treated.  The 
signal  words  of  the  mob  were  "  Ghmnee,"  *•  Punch,"  and  .,'*  Big  Gun." 
Robbers  were  busy,  during  the  disturbance,  in  pillaging  the  houses  that 
were  attacked. 


THB    RIOTS THIRD   NIGHT. 

Extensive  preparations  were  made  on  Thursday  evening  by  the  sheriff, 
the  mayor,  and  the  magistracy  of  the  distriets,  to  give  the  brutal  and 
cowardly  miscreants  a  warm  reception  if  tl»y  dared  to  attempt  a  re- 
'tiewal  of  their  outrages  on  Wednesday  night  upon  the  defenceless  negroes. 
The  sheriff  summoned  the  posse  comitcttuSf  and  drafted  several  hundred 
active  young  men  for  the  suppression  of  the  riots.  The  first  troop  of  ca- 
valry was  called  out,  and  several  companies  of  volunteer  infantry,  among 
which  were  the  Washington  and  Lafayette  Greys,  provided  with  ball- 
cartridges.  The  whole  strength  of  the  city  police  was  must^ed,  and 
likewise  that  of  the  Southwark  and  Moyamensing  police.  At  an  early 
hour  in  the  evening  the  various  bodies  assembled ;  the  eivil  power  of  the 
city  making  the  Hospital  lot  the  rendezvous,  said  the  military  reAiaining 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hall  of  Independence,  ready  to  move  at  the  first 
alarm. 

The  crowd  was  immense  throughout  the  scetie  of  the  riots  of  the  pre- 
eeeding  evening,  but  were  generally  quiet  and  decorous  in  their  be- 
haviour. A  slight  disturbance  took  place  early  in  the  evening  in  front  of 
a  three-story  brick  house  ealled  Benezet-hall,  in  Seventh-stteet,  near  Lorn-* 
bard-street,  in  which  it  was  reported  a  body  of  blacks  were  collected  for 
defence.  Whether  th«t  was  the  case  or  not,  we  cannot  say  from  personal 
observation,  the  houses  being  closed  from  cellar  to  garret ;  but  we  are  in- 
fmned  that  at  one  time  the  multitude  in  front,  large  as  it  was,  valiantly 
took  to  their  heels  before  a  rush  made  by  five  or  six  men  from  an  aC^oin- 
ing  alley.  Sauve  qui  peut  was  the  prevailing  sentiment,  and  it  was  well 
acted  on.  This  house  was  the  object  of  especial  regard  from  the  after- 
noon until  after  midnight.  A  strong  party  of  police  were  stationed  close 
at  handy  and  the  people  were  repeatedly  ediiorted  to  retire,  instead  of  being 
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compelled  to  do  so.    We  learn  at  the  police-office  that  aereral  f]%|it«Md 
negroes  were  at  a  late  hour  found  on  the  premises. 

The  blacks  yesterday  were  moving  in  great  numbers  from  the  scene  of 
riot.  A  deputation  of  the  most  respectable  of  their  number  yesterday 
afternoon  waited  on  the  mayor,  requesting  protection  for  their  unoffending 
brethren. 

In  walking  through  the  sacked  district,  large  crowds  were  obaerred, 
who  were  invariably  quiet  enough ;  but  about  ten  o'clock  two  mounted 
police-officers  came  galloping  up  and  announced  that  the  rioters  were 
busy  in  tearing  down  a  frame  meeting-house,  below  the  Wharton-market, 
at  least  a  mile  from  the  devastations  of  Wednesday  night.  The  posse 
condtatus^  accompanied  by  a  great  concourse,  and  headed  by  a  Colonel  P. 
A.  Browne,  marshed  to  the  spot :  the  building  lay  level  with  the  ground- 
not  a  stick  was  standing ;  but  the  rioters  had  disappeared  some  time  be- 
fore. No  one  was  to  be  seen  except  the  neighbours,  who  stated  thfl  the 
destruction  had  been  effected  with  much  deliberation,  and  that  those  en- 
gaged in  it,  after  effecting  their  purpose,  walked  coolly  away.  News  was 
then  received  that  two  small  frame-tenements  had  been  torn  down  in  a 
court  running  from  the  lower  part  of  Vernon-street,  and  the  posse  di- 
rected their  steps  to  the  place,  but  arrived  too  late.  On  their  way  down 
Second-street  the  spectators  seemed  to  receive  an  accession  in  the  shape 
of  a  number  of  rioters,  who  hissed,  derided,  and  insulted  the  civil  power, 
and  refused  to  obey  the  order  to  disperse.  The  cavalry  were  greeted  in 
the  same  style,  and  a  request  to  disperse,  accompanied  by  a  threat  of  ar- 
rest, had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  producing  a  momentary  silence, 
which  was  changed  to  howls  and  scofls  the  moment  the  military  moved 
onwards.     Violence,  however,  was  carefully  abstained  from. 

About  midnight  the  populace  had  generally  retired ;  the  streets  were 
perfectly  quiet  and  comparatively  deserted,  except  a  few  lingerers  about 
the  front  of  Benezet-hall,  in  the  city,  an  attack  on  which  seemed  to  be 
much  desired,  and  would  have  taken  place,  if  the  rioters,  who  are  as 
cowardly  as  they  are  cruel,  could  have  effected  it  without  danger.  The 
mayor,  however,  with  an  ample  force,  was  rather  near  the  gentry,  and 
they  contented  themselves  with  threatening  looks.  The  valour  of  the 
ruffians  is  only  equal  to  brutal  assaults  upon  the  defenceless  and  sleeping, 
murdering  and  maiming  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  robbing  the  poor  and 
industrious  negro  of  his  toil-won  earnings. 

The  negroes  of  the  devoted  section  have  nearly  all  abandoned  their 
dwellings,  nearly  every  alternate  house,  amounting  perhaps  to  over  a 
hundred,  bearing  the  deprecatory  sign  "  To  let."  A  large  body  of 
them  crossed  the  Delaware  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and  formed  a  sort  of 
bivouac  in  the  fields.  Others  have  come  into  the  city,  and  had  every 
kindness  extended  to  them  by  the  public ;  but  hundrols  are  houseless. 
The  forlorn  state  of  these  poor  creatures  is  truly  pitiable.  Their  little 
property  is  totally  lost,  and  many  were  driven  from  their  dwellings,  with 
their  children,  almost  without  a  rag  of  clothing ;  their  persons  lacerated 
by  the  violence  of  the  bloodhounds.  The  season  is  fortunately  in  their 
favour,  or  they  would  have  perished  miserably  on  Wednesday  night.  As 
in  New  York,  subscriptions  should  be  taken  up  for  their  relief,  the  more 
liberally  and  speedily,  as  the  outrages  in  New  York  did  not,  in  the  three 
eventful  nights  of  that  city,  do  half  the  mischief  that]  was  effected  here 
in  one — a  disgraceful  pre-eminence  in  cold*blooded  yillany,  from  which 
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Philadelphia  might  well  have  been  spared.  It  is  due  to  our  reputation 
for  active  benevolence,  to  adopt  effectual  means  to  assist  the  unfortunate 
victims  of  mob  law. 


From  the  Baltimore  Gazette^  1836. 

We  learn  from  St.  Louis,  that  on  Thursday  last,  a  coloured  man  was 
arrested  on  board  a  boat,  by  a  deputy  sheriff  and  constable ;  that  an- 
other coloured  man  assisted  him  to  escape  from  the  officers,  whom  they 
immediately  arrested,  when  he  killed  the  sheriff  upon  the  spot,  and  so 
badly  wounded  the  constable  that  he  is  not  expected  to  live.  The 
negro  was  then  secured  and  committed  to  prison ;  but  the  people  assem- 
bled in  great  force,  with  the  determination  of  tearing  down  the  prison  if 
he  was  not  given  up  to  them. 

He  was  delivered  to  the  mob,  who  conveyed  him  to  the  outskirts 
of  the  city,  placed  a  chain  round  his  neck  and  a  rope  round  his  body, 
and  fastened  him  to  a  tree  from  the  ground,  when  they  then  placed  fire 
round  the  tree,  and  literally  roasted  him  alive  !  His  shrieks  were  most 
awful  during  the  performance  of  this  terrible  tragedy. 


From  the  Helena  (^Ark,)  Journal^  August  11,  1836. 

HORRIBLE  ATROCITY. 

We  are  informed  by  several  gentlemen  from  Columbia,  Chichot  county, 
that  on  Monday  evening  after  the  election  closed,  a  man,  by  the  name  of 
Bunch,  was  taken  and  hung  by  the  citizens  of  that  place.  The  cause 
which  led  to  the  infliction  of  such  summary  punisliment,  we  are  in- 
formed, was  owing  to  the  unlawful  conduct  of  Bunch.  He  claimed  the 
right  to  vote,  which  was  refused  by  the  judges,  owing  to  his  being  a 
coloured  man.  Bunch  took  umbrage  at  this  rejection,  and  resorted  to 
violent  measures.  During  the  affray.  Dr.  Webb,  a  highly  respectable 
citizen,  was  stabbed  several  times,  the  wounds  supposed  to  be  mortal. 
This  so  incensed  the  citizens,  that  Bunch  was  taken  up  and  hung. 


From  the  National  Jntelligencerj  1837. 

A  NBGRO  MORTALLY  STABBED  AT  GEORGETOWN. 

A  MEGRO  boy,  named  John  Slim,  was  mortally  stabbed  in  the  fish- 
market  at  Georgetown,  last  Saturday  morning,  by  a  white  boy,  named 
Robert  Scott.  As  this  horrid  transaction,  which  took  place  in  the 
height  of  the  market,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  has  occasioned 
a  strong  sensation  in  the  community,  we  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  a 
correct  statement  of  the  particulars  from  the  coroner,  Thomas  Wood- 
ward, Esq.,  who,  immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  negro, 
summoned  a  very  intelligent  and  respectable  jury.  It  would  appear, 
from  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses,  that  Slim,  the  deceased,  was  selling 
fish  for  his  master,  Captain  Goodwin,  in  the  Georgetown  market.  He 
was  accosted  by  Scott,  who  told  the  deceased  that  his  fish  were  not  good; 
to  which  the  negro  replied,  that  it  was  no  business  of  his.  The  white 
boy  then  cursed  the  negro,  when  an  altercation  took  place,  which  ended 
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in  Scott's  seizing  a  large  pruning-knife,  which  was  lying  open  on  tbe 
stand  and  throwing  it  at  the  negro.  One  of  the  witnesses,  however,  was 
not  certain  whether  Scott  struck  the  negro  with  the  knife,  or  threw  it 
The  blade  of  the  knife,  which  was  large,  sharp,  and  pointed,  entered 
the  left  side  of  the  negro,  and  pierced  his  heart,  so  that  death  ensued  in 
about  ten  minutes  after  the  lad  had  received  the  fatal  wound.  A  wit- 
ness testified  that  he  saw  the  negro  stoop  after  he  received  the  wound, 
put  his  hand  to  his  breast,  pull  out  the  knife,  throw  it  on  the  fish-stand, 
walk  a  few  paces,  and  fall !  The  jury  found  a  verdict  conformably  to 
the  facts  disclosed  in  the  evidence.  We  understand  that  Scott  ab- 
sconded immediately  after  he  had  committed  this  horrid  act ;  and  that 
he  has  not  as  yet  been  taken,  or  surrendered  to  the  officers  of  justice. 


From  the  New  Orleans  Bee^  1837. 

A  MOST  barbarous  and  cruel  assault  was  on  Sunday  committed  upon  a 
mulatto  fellow  belonging  to  Mr.  Rivnan.  After  having  been  put  to  a 
torture  which  would  disgrace  the  most  savage  cannibals,  he  was  dragged 
lifeless  with  a  cord  round  his  neck  several  squares.  Still  the  demoniac 
fury  of  his  assailants  was  unappeased,  and  they  were  preparing  to  put  an 
end  to  his  life,  when  a  citizen,  with  great  risk,  threw  himself  between 
the  victim  and  his  unfeeling  persecutors,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Michon,  a  police  officer,  succeeded  in  rescuing  him.  Captain 
Maurice  being  apprized  of  this  disgraceful  and  outrageous  occurrence, 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  the  artillery  corps  who 
happened  to  be  on  parade,  and  after  some  resistance  succeeded  in  cap* 
turing  these  inhuman  wretches. 

They  are  safely  lodged  in  prison,  and  will,  we  trust,  receive  the 
punishment  they  so  richly  merit. 

We  learn  that  the  cause  of  this  outrage  wi^s,  that  the  victim  waa  in- 
debted to  one  of  them  for  a  barrel  of  potatoes !  H^  is  still  alive,  hut  in  a 
state  of  agony,  froq^i  his  wounds,  which  places  his  life  in  great  jeopardy. 


THE  WESTERN  DISTURBANCES. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  IStk, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  *«  Jackson^  July  8. 

"  Twenty  miles  from  this  place,  in  Madison  county,  a  company  of 
white  men  and  negroes  were  detected  before  they  did  any  mischief.  On 
Sunday  last  they  hung  two  steam  doctors,  one  named  Cotton  and  the 
other  Saunders ;  also  eleven  negroes  without  law  or  gospel,  and  froro 
respectable  authority  we  learn  there  were  two  preachers  and  ten  negroes 
to  be  hanged  this  day." 


From  the  St.  Louis  Republican,  April  30. 

MORE  LYNCH  LAW. 

The  particulars  of  the  drowning  of  a  free  negro  man,  named  Tom  Cul- 
vert, second  cook  on  board  the  steamboat  Pawnee,  on  her  passage  up 
from  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  are  as  near  the  facta  as  we  have  been 
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able  to  gather  them.  On  Friday  night,  about  ten  o'clock,  a  deaf  and 
dumb  German  girl  was  found  in  the  store-room'  with  Tom.  Tom  was 
accused  of  having  used  violence  to  her,  but  how  she  came  there  did  not 
clearly  appear.  The  next  morning  some  four  or  five  of  the  deck  pas- 
sengers spoke  to  the  captain  about  it.  He  informed  them  that  the  negro 
E&ould  be  safely  kept  until  they  reached  St.  Louis,  when  the  matter 
should  be  examined,  and  if  guilty  he  should  be  punished  by  law.  Im- 
mediately after  he  left  the  deck,  a  number  of  the  deck  passengers  rushed 
upon  the  negro,  bound  his  arms  behind  his  back,  and  carried  him  for* 
ward  to  the  bow  of  the  boat,  and  in  an  instant  he  was  plunged  into 
the  river.  The  captain  hearing  the  noise  rushed  out.  The  engine  was 
stopped  immediately.  The  whole  scene  of  tying  and  throwing  him  over- 
board scarcely  occupied  ten  minutes,  and  was  so  precipitate,  that  the 
officers  were  unable  to  interfere  in  time  to  save  him. 


ANOTHER   ABOLITION  HIOT. 

Wb  regret  that  the  order  and  quiet  of  the  good  tow»  of  Danby,  in  Con- 
necticuty  has  been  disturbed  by  one  of  the  itinerant  messengers  of  dis- 
cord, in  the  eiliploy  of  the  immediate  abolitionists  of  this  city.  On 
Thursday  evening  of  the  present  week,  a  man,  named  Nathaniel  Colon, 
attempted  to  deliver  an  abolition  address  in  that  town — to  hear  which, 
an  audience  of  about  four  hundred  people  assembled  within  the  church, 
and  to  prevent  which,  a  much  larger  assemblage  was  gathered  on  the  out- 
side.— ^The  lecturer,  and  those  concerned  in  getting  up  the  meeting,  were 
cautioned  against  the  procedure  to  no  purpose :  they  were  bent  upon 
accomplishing  their  design,  and  openly  bade  defiance  to  their  oppo- 
nents. The  result  was  a  riot,  and  a  dispersion  of  the  meeting,  by  means 
of  stones,  brick-bats,  &c.  &c.  The  windows  were  smashed  in  and  the 
lecturer,  together  with  the  male  and  female  sisters  in  attendance  upon 
the  discourse,  made  to  fly  with  unsavoury  garments.  The  experiment 
of  another  lecture  is  to  be  tried  in  Danby  this  evening. — Bost<m  pa/per^ 
1836. 


From  the  Cambridge  (Md,)  Chromcle^  August  22, 1837. 

JUDGE  LTNOH. 

The  reader  may  recollect  a  meeting  was  held  in  Brinkley's  district, 
(Somerset  county,)  on  the  2d  June,  with  the  ultimate  view  to  remove 
the  free  blacks  from  said  district.  It  was  resolved  '^  that  all  free  negroes 
who  should  not  leave  the  district  before  the  1st  of  September  would  be 
considered  as  insurgeniSf  and  also  that,  after  that  time,  the  laws  of  this 
state  (which  are  now  neglected)  would  be  enforced  against  them."  We 
noticed  the  meeting  at  the  time ;  but  supposing  it  owed  its  origin  to 
an  excitement  resulting  from  an  exaggerated  view  of  things,  thought  to 
hear  no  more  of  it.  We  were  mistaken,  however. — It  is  the  subject  of 
an  advertisement  in  Tuesday's  Village  Herald,  setting  forth  that  the 
resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  will  be  carried  into  effect — that  the 
free  negroes  remaining  in  the  district  will  be  expelled.  Both  the  tone 
and  style  of  the  advertisement  seems  somewhat  calculated  to  excite  sur- 
prise.    We  certainly  did  not  expect  such  an  emanation  from  any  part  of 
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Somerset,  knowiDg  the  deferential  regard  she  has  uniformly  paid  to  the 
laws,  and  we  would  be  slow  to  believe  that  the  publication  in  question, 
which  concludes  in  the  following  exceptionable  manner,  could  receive  the 
sanction  of  any  considerable  number  of  citizens. 

**  Judge  Lynch  will  be  in  the  district,  on  the  last  day  of  this  month, 
(August)  in  order  to  commence  his  judicial  services — ^we  trust  his  asso- 
ciates will  not  be  far  behind  him,  as  we  presume  his  Judgeship 
will  be  crowded  with  business ;  we  sincerely  wish,  however,  that  the 
free  negroes  (poor  human  creatures  !)  will  not  trust  their  cause  to  the 
venerable  judge,  but  make  their  escape  before  he  arrives,  for  he  will  be 
compelled  to  do  his  duty,  notwithstanding  any  law,  custom,  or  usage 
heretofore  practised  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  state  to  the  contrary." 


THE    MURDER   OF   ROBERTSON* 

*'  We  alluded  yesterday  to  the  murder  of  a  young  Scotchman  named 
Robertson,  by  a  mob  in  the  vicinity  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  Since 
penning  that  paragraph,  the  Richmond  Enquirer  has  come  to  hand,  con- 
taining the  subjoined  letter,  dated  on  the  6th  instant,  from  that  unhappy 
victim  of  newspapers  and  of  a  mob,  whose  name,  it  appears,  was  David 
F.  Robertson.  No  one  can  peruse  it  without  sensations  of  shame, 
horror,  and  indignation.  The  letter  was  intended  as  an  explanation  to 
shield  himself  from  the  butchery  which  he  evidently  apprehended,  and 
with  too  much  reason.  It  appears  that  he  was  not  the  person  supposed— 
not  the  Robertson  punished  four  years  ago  in  Petersburg  for  circulating 
incendiary  abolition  pamphlets — ^that  he  never  was  in  Virginia  before ; 
that  he  did  not  arrive  in  Richmond  by  the  steam-boat,  on  board  of 
which  the  abolition  paper  was  found,  wnich  led  to  the  horrible  catas- 
trophe ;  that  he  never  meddled  with  the  slave  question,  and  is  in  princi- 
ple opposed  to  the  designs  of  the  abolitionists.  Such  at  least  are  his 
statements,  and  there  is  a  tone  of  manliness  and  candour  throughout  the 
letter,  which  sounds  much  more  like  truth  than  falsehood.  And  yet  this 
offensive  stranger  has  been  barbarously  murdered — ^hung  up  to  a  tree  in 
the  highway  !  without  the  privilege  accorded  to  the  worst  of  felons— a 
time  for  preparation  to  meet  his  awful  fate — ^hurried  from  existence  by 
a  mob,  without  a  crime,  and  without  a  moment's  pause  for  thought ! 

This  deed  is  the  worst  of  the  atrocities  which  have  of  late  disgraced 
the  land.  Not  only  has  an  unofifending  individual,  and  a  stranger,  been 
publicly  murdered,  but  all  confidence  has  been  destroyed.  Life  is  held 
at  the  mercy  of  a  mob,  and  the  traveller  who  happens  to  be  unknown  to 
those  who  meet  him  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  seized  and  put  to 
death,  under  the  system  which  pushes  law  aside,  and  constitutes  any 
reckless  rabble  both  our  judges  and  our  executioners.  On  what  can 
we  rely  for  safety  ?  Must  we  band  together  and  travel  with  arms  in 
our  hands,  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  cruelty  of  those  whom  we  call 
our  brothers  ?  Virginia  owes  it  to  herself,  to  the  Union,  and  to  the 
reputation  of  our  common  country,  to  search  out  the  perpetrators  of  this 
murder,  and  by  legal  means  to  bring  them  to  tlie  same  end  which 
illegally  and  wyustly  was  the  lot  of  Robertson.  , 
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The  following  'observcUions  on  the  burning  of  the ' Plaladelphia  Hall 
are  extracted  from  the  Address  of  the  Eastern  Executive  Com" 
mittee  of  the  Anti'Slavery  Society  to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsyl' 
vania, 

Br  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  Anti* 
Slave  Society,  during  the  memorable  week  just  elapsed,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Eastern  District  was  instructed  to  address  the  publiC) 
in  relation  to  the  events  which  led  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Society 
before  the  completion  of  the  business  which  had  been  presented  to  it 
In  discharging  the  duty  thus  laid  upon  them,  the  Committee  have  pre- 
pared the  following  statement  of  facts,  which,  with  the  comments  sug* 
gested  by  them,  are  commended  to  the  careful  perusal  and  attentive 
consideration  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  pursuance  of  a  r^ular  call  from  the  Executive  Committee,  the 
Society  was  convened  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  16th  instant,  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hall»  a  splendid  building  which  had  just  been  added  to  the 
architectural  decorations  of  our  city,  and  but  two  days  before  been 
opened,  and  dedicated  to  free  discussion.  Our  hearts  were  cheered 
with  the  fact,  that  here,  in  a  city  where  we  had  so  long  sought  in  vain 
for  a  convenient  place  in  which  to  plead  for  the  oppressed,  and  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  the  poor,  men  of  various  opinions  on  political,  reli- 
giouSy  and  moral  questions — on  that  of  slavery  and  its  proper  remedy, 
among  others  had  erected  a  noble  edifice,  which  was  at  once  an  ornament 
to  the  city,  and  a  refuge  for  the  spirit  of  Liberty,  an  arenas  where 
mind  might  freely  grapple  with  mind,  and,  to  use  the  language  of  Jef- 
ferson, "  even  error  of  opinion  might  be  tolerated,  while  reason  was  left 
free  to  combat  it."  We  rejoiced,  for  we  felt  confident  that  our  prin- 
ciples, in  the  fair  field  of  open  argument,  must  triumph  and  prevail; 
and  that  we  needed,  therefore,  but  an  opportunity  to  bring  them  fully 
before  th6  minds  of  the  people,  to  ensure  the  eventual  approbation  and 
co-operation  of  all  whose  favour  and  aid  are  truly  desirable.  We  had 
attended  the  previous  meetings  of  the  week,  and  witnessed  the  solemni- 
ties ofthe  dedication,  by  which  the  hall  was  consecrated  to  freedom, 
and  we  felt  in  our  hearts,  while  we  gave  thanks  to  freedom's  God  for 
what  our  ears  heard,  and  eyes  saw,  to  congratulate  our  fellow-citizens 
that  they  were  the  first  to  found  a  building,  specially  designed  for  the 
free  expression  of  opinion  on  every  controverted  subject. 

Of  such  events  of  the  week  as  preceded  our  meeting  we  should  say 
nothing,  were  it  not  that  they  are  all  so  closely  connected  with  each 
other  and  with  the  final  catastrophe,  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  the  full 
understanding  of  the  portion  more  particularly  coming  under  our  cog- 
nizance, as  the  organ  of  the  State  Society,  that  a  brief  recital  should  be 
given.  On  the  morning,  then,  of  the  14th  instant,  a  vast  concourse 
of  people  of  the  city  and  adjacent  country  assembled  at  the  first  opening  of 
the  newly-finished  hall,  and  as  soon  as  the  meeting  was  called  to  order, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  building  made  a  concise 
statement  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected.  Of  this  statement 
we  here  insert  a  copy. 

*'  A  number  of  individuals  of  all  sects,  and  those  of  no  sect — of  all 
parties  and  those  of  no  party — ^being  desirious  that  the  citizens  of  Phi- 
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ladelpbia]  should  possess  a  room,  wherein  the  principles  of  liberty,  and 
equality  of  civil  rights,  should  be  freely  discussed,  and  the  evih  of 
slavery  fearlessly  portrayed,  have  erected  this  building,  which  we  are 
now  about  to  dedicate  to  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man.  The  total 
cost  of  the  building  will  be  about  40,000  dollars.  This  has  been 
divided  into  two  thousand  shares  of  20  dollars  each.  A  majority  of 
the  stockholders  are  mechanics  or  working  men,  and  (as  is  the  case  in 
almost  every  other  good  work)  a  number  are  females. 

*'  The  building  is  not  to  be  used  for  Anti-Slavery  purposes  alone.  It 
will  be  rented  from  time  to  time,  in  such  portions  as  shall  best  suit 
applicants,  for  any  purpose  not  of  an  immoral  character.  It  is  called 
*  Pennsylvania  Hall,'  in  reference  to  the  principles  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  our  motto,  like  that  of  the  commonwealth,  is 

*  Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Independence.* 

"  The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  hall  had  deemed  it  their  duty,  in  the 
morning  of  this  day,  to  communicate  to  the  mayor  of  the  city  and  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  information  of  the  preceding  evening's  outrage,  and 
of  the  arrangement  for  the  coming  afternoon  and  evening  meetings,  as 
well  as  of  those  expected  on  the  subsequent  'days  of  the  week ;  and  to 
call  on  these  officers  for  that  protection  which  their  official  obligations 
required  them  to  render.  The  communications  to  which  we  allude,  have 
already  been  made  public  by  the  Board  of  Mani^ers,  i^ether  with  the 
replies  of  the  mayor  and  sheriff,  the  latter  of  whom  stated  that  all  the 
force  he  had  at  command  consisted  of  three  men,  with  whom  of  course  he 
could  do  nothing,  but  that  his  personal,  official  and  moral  influence  should 
be  exerted  for  the  suppression  of  disorder ;  while  the  former  promised  to 
go  and  make  a  speech  to  the  mob,  but  said  he  could  do  nothing  more. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this  is  the  same  man  who,  last  year,  at  a 
time  when  no  mob  was  in  existence,  upon  the  bare  apprehension  that  a 
meeting  of  one  of  the  political  parties  called  to  convene  in  Independence 
Square,  and  express  opinions  unfavourable  to  the  banks  might  result  in 
riotous  conduct  which  would  endanger  the  property  of  those  corpora- 
tions, took  vigorous  measures  of  prevention ;  putting  the  police  iA  readi- 
ness for  prompt  action,  and  even,  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  placing  the 
military  under  arms,  and  stationing  them  in  such  points  as  it  was 
conjectured  might  require  their  presence  for  the  maintenance  of  tran- 
quillity. We  mention  this  fact  as  an  evidence  of  what  are  the  mayor's 
own  notions  of  his  duty  when  the  peace  of  the  city  is  supposed  to  be  in 
peril. 

"  To  return  to  our  narrative  :  as  the  day  rolled  on,  the  indications  of 
approaching  violence  became  more  and  more  alarming — the  crowd  around 
the  devoted  building  grew  more  dense  and  more  excited ;  busy  agents  of 
mischief  were  passing  from  .group  to  group,  circulating  falsehoods  and 
calumnies  against  the  abolitionists,  and  inflaming  passions  which  even 
now  needed  allaying — citizens  of  other  states,  slave-holders  actual  and 
slave-holders  expectant,  mingled  in  the  mass  to  leaven  it  yet  more 
thoroughly  with  a  spirit  of  reckless  desperation,  and  increase  its  already 
over-abundant  fermentation  and  effervescence ;  while  so  far  as  we  could 
discern,  little  or  nothing  was  done  by  those  whose  official  duty  was  the 
preservation  of  peace,  to  avert  the  comii^  storm.  On  the  contrary  we 
have  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  thej  previous  course  of  the,[mayof 
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had  a  tendency  to  encourage  violence,  and  invite  aggression  upon  the  rights 
of  a  portion  of  his  constituents. 

"  Some'^of  these  reasons  will  appear  as  we  proceed.  Nor  is  it  the  least 
painful  circumstance  in  connection  with  these  transactions,  that  men  of 
standing  and  respectability,  substantial  merchants,  and  influential  citi- 
zens, so  far  from  expressing  their  decided  and  heart-felt  abhorrence  of 
the  threatened  outrage,  and  exerting  their  influence  to  calm  the  excite- 
ment, to  maintain  inviolate  the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  preserve 
unsullied  the  reputation  of  their  city,  either  looked  on  in  cold  indifference, 
or,  as  was  in  many  instances  the  case,  expressed  both  in  language  and 
action  their  unequivocal  approbation  and  encouragement. 

**  A  few  mitiutes  before  the  appointed  hour  of  the  evening  meeting, 
several  persons  repaired  to  the  hall  for  the  purpose  of  attending  it,  but 
found  the  door  closed  and  locked.  It  was  sooii  ascertained  that  the 
mayor  had  requested  of  the  Board  of  Managers  the  keys  of  the  building, 
promising,  if  they  were  given  into  his  possession,  that  he  would  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  protecting  the  building,  which  others- 
wise  he  said  he  could  not  do,  and  that  the  managers  had  complied  with 
his  request.  Of  course  all  idea  of  holding  the  intended  meeting  was 
abandoned ;  but  the  mob  did  not  abandon  their  design. 

•*  The  mayor,  according  to  his  morning  promise,  appeared  in  front  of 
the  building,  and  made  them  a  speech,  in  which  he  expressed  the  hope 
that  nothing  of  a  disorderly  nature  would  be  done,  stated  that  the  house 
had  been  given  up  to  him  for  the  night,  and  that  there  would  be  no  meet* 
ing,  that  he  relied  on  them  as  his  police,  and  trusted  they  would  abide 
by  the  laws  and  keep  order ;  and  then  concluded  by  wishing  them  good 
evening.  The  mob  responded  with  **  Three  cheers  for  the  mayor,**  and 
he  withdrew,  leaving  them  neither  dispersed  nor  pacified. 

**  It  is  understood  that  the  mayor  subsequently  returned,  but  it  was  theh 
too  late  for  an  efficient  exertion  of  his  authority.  The  rioters  had  com- 
menced their  work.  The  gas  lights  in  front  of  the  hall  were  extinguished, 
and  an  impetuous  onset  made,  first  upon  the  north  and  then  upon  the 
eastern  side. 

*•  The  sheriff's  efforts,  as  every  one  must  have  anticipated  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, were  of  no  avail,  and  his  call  on  the  miscellaneous  crowd  for 
that  assistance,  which  on  other  occasions  would  probably  have  been  ensured 
by  efficient  measures  beforehand,  was  equally  unsuccessfril.  After  some 
strenuous,  but  fruitless  efforts,  therefore,  to  stem  the  swelling  torrent,  he 
also  withdrew,  and  the  object  of  attack  was  left  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
passion-maddened,  and  doubtless  rum-inflamed  assailants.  From  the  cries 
with  which  they  cheered  each  other  on,  it  was  manifest  that  they  regarded 
the  city  authorities  as  willing,  if  not  desirous  that  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion should  proceed.  The  tale  of  what  followed  we  need  not  recite  at 
length.  It  has  already  been  written  in  ruddy  crimson  on  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  and  been  read  byTthe  thronging  thousands  of  the  astonished 
city,  in  the  unnatural  glare  which  reddened  the  darkness  of  that  terrific 
night.  Encouraging  each  other  with  loud  shouts,  they  rushed  to  the 
assaulL  shattered  the  windows,  and  battered  furiouslv  at  the  doors,  the 
strength  of  which  for  nearly  twenty  minutes  resisted  the  attack,  but  at 
length  gave  way,  and  left  free  access  to  the  interior.  Then  came  the 
plunder  of  the  book  depository,  and  the  scattering  of  its  contents  among 
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the  crowd;  the  ila&h  of  the  lighted  torch  along  the  deserted  aisleB,  the 
heaping  of  light  combustibles  on  the  speaker's  forums  and  firing  the 
pile ;  the  wrenching  of  the  gas  pipes  from  their  places,  and  adding  their 
quickly  kindled  current  to  the  rising  flames ;  the  shout  which  greeted 
the  out-bursting  conflagration,  as  it  rolled  upward  along  the  walls,  and 
roared  and  crackled  in  the  fresh  night  breeze,  while  the  motto  of  the 
beautiful  hall,  '  Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Independence,*  shone  clearly  for 
a  moment  in  the  dazzling  light,  and  was  then  effaced  for  ever — the 
fiend-like  cry  which  went  upward  as  the  roof  fell  in,  a  blazing  ruin ; 
and  smouldering  and  blackened  walls  alone  remained  in  place  of  the 
costly  and  splendid  edifice. 

"  The  fire  companies  with  their  engines  had  come  early  upon  the  ground, 
but  not  a  drop  of  water  was  thrown  upon  the  hall,  till  its  destruction 
was  ensured  beyond  possibility  of  prevention.  Till  then,  the  firemen 
confined  their  efforts  to  preserving  the  surrounding  buildings,  and  such 
of  their  number  as  were  disposed  to  play  upon  the  object  of  attack  were 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  mob. 

"  On  the'moming  of  the  18th,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  members  of  the  state 
society,  agreeably  to  adjournment,  met  together  by  the  ruins  of  the  hall. 
There,  with  the  smoking  walla  above  them,  and  traces  of  the  destruc- 
tion around  them,  they  proceeded  to  their  business.  One  of  the  vice- 
presidents  of  the  society  presided.  A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to 
adjourn  to  Sandiford  Hall,  where  the  resolution  was  passed,  authorising 
the  publication  of  this  address  in  the  name  of  the  society.  As  the  hall 
was  too  small  to  contain  even  the  members  of  the  society,  and  as  at  such 
a  crisis,  it  was  deemed  important  that  our  meetings,  if  held  at  all, 
should  be  public  and  open  to  the  community,  the  society  adjourned  to 
meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  executive  committee  might  decide 
upon  hereafter.  The  committees  which  had  been  appointed  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting  were  continued." 

The  foregoing  is,  we  feel  assured,  a  faithful  presentation  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  outrage.  We  now  ask  our  fellow  citizens  what  action  is  re- 
quired at  the  hands  of  freemen,  and  lovers  of  order  and  law  ?  Men  high  in 
authority  have  manifested  an  unholy  sympathy  with  the  prejudices  and 
passions  of  the  mob ;  the  chosen  guardians  of  the  public  peace  have 
manifestly  yielded  to  the  popular  clamour,  and  suffered  their  authority 
to  be  made  the  sport  and  ridicule  of  lawless  men.  Ought  we  to  be,  can 
we  be,  instrumental  in  retaining  men  in  office  who  have  thus  proved  un- 
worthy of  their  trust,  and  left  the  property  of  the  citizens  a  prey  to 
violence.  Are  not  all  who  love  right  and  approve  just  law,  and  desire 
peace  and  good  order,  bound  to  withhold,  in  every  form,  their  support 
and  their  suflrages  from  every  applicant  for  public  favour  or  official 
stations,  who  will  not  explicitly  avow  his  disapprobation  of  the  recent 
lawless  proceedings,  and  his  determination  to  uphold  the  supremacy  of 
the  law,  and  to  maintain,  so  far  as  in  him  lies,  without  regard  to  the 
popularity  or  unpopularity  of  the  right,  or  of  its  exercise,  or  its  possessor, 
every  right  of  every  portion  of  the  people  ? 

We  pause  not  now  to  notice  in  detail  the  many  and  gross  calum- 
nies against  us  which  have  been  industriously  circulated  tlllrough- 
out  this  community.  Suffice  it  for  us  to  declare  that  of  those  which 
have  reached  our  ears,  not  one  is  warranted  by  unexaggerated  truth* 
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The  voice  of  that  truth  is  now  lost  in  the  hurricane  of  popular  tomult. 
But,  we  feel  conscious  that  in  the  hour  of  reflection  and  calm  considera- 
tion which  must  follow  the  present  excitement,  when  reason  shall  assert 
its  prerogative  over  prejudice  and  passion,  that  justice  will  be  awarded 
us  by  all  upon  whose  good  opinion  we  place  a  value.  Possessing  our 
souls  in  patience  we  abide  our  time.  Strong  in  our  own  integrity  and 
uprightness  in  this  matter,  with  unaccusing  consciences,  and,  regretting 
only  our  lack  of  zeal  and  energy  heretofore  in  the  cause  of  holy  liberty, 
we  feel  ourselves  called  by  the  events  of  the  past  week  to  renewed  and 
more  efficient  efforts.  Not  in  vain,  we  trust,  has  the  persecution  fallen 
upon  us.  Fresher  and  purer  for  its  fiery  baptism  the  cause  lives  in  our 
beaits.  We  now  know  and  feel  our  responsibilities.  Called,  even  in 
our  weakness,  to  stand  forth  as  the  asserters  and  defenders  of  freedom, 
in  the  place  and  hour  of  her  extremest  peril,  woe  unto  us  if  we  falter 
through  the  fear  of  man !  If  shrinking  from  a  manifest  call  of  duty,  we 
yield  up  great  principles  a  sacrifice  to  popular  fiiry ;  if  to  save  life  and 
property  we  offer  up  all  that  can  make  the  one  tolerable  or  the  other 
uscAil,  we  commit  a  crime  against  God  and  humanity,  which  words 
cannot  measure.  Were  we  to  yield  a  single  principle  at  this  crisis,  the 
voice  of  a  world's  execration  would  justly  brand  us  as  traitors  to  liberty. 
Citizens  of  Pennsylvania !  your  rights  as  well  as  ours  have  bten 
violated  in  this  dreadful  outrage.  The  blow  has  been  aimed  at  the  uni- 
versal rights  of  man !  The  sacrifice  of  a  beautiful  temple  dedicated  to 
liberty,  and  bearing  the  motto  of  our  state,  "  Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Inde* 
pendence,"  has  been  made  to  southern  slavery,  to  a  system  whose  advo- 
cates unblMihingly  declare  that  the  labourer  should  every  where,  at  the 
north  as  ym\  as  the  south,  in  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  in  Carolina,  be 
made  the  property  of  the  employer  and  capitalist.  In  the  heart  of  your 
free  city,  within  view  of  the  Hall  of  Independence,  whose  spire  and  roof 
reddened  in  the  flame  of  the  sacrifice,  the  deed  has  been  done,  and  the 
shout  which  greeted  the  falling  ruin  was  the  shout  of  slavery  over  the 
grave  of  liberty.  It  was  such  as  greeted  the  ear  of  the  Russian  despot 
over  the  dead  corses  and  smouldering  ruins  of  conquered  Warsaw ;  such 
as  the  Turkish  tyrant  heard  amidst  the  ghastly  horrors  of  Scio.  Wc  ask 
of  you  as  men  jealous  of  your  own  rights,  and  your  own  liberties,  to 
reflect  upon  the  inevitable  consequences  which  must  follow  the  tolera- 
tion of  such  an  outrage.  If  you  have  studied  the  history  of  past 
republics,  you  have  not  yet  to  learn  that  the  sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  a 
part  of  the  community  has  ended  in  the  enslavement  of  all.  The  rights 
of  the  individual  have  never  been  disregarded  by  any  nation  or  people 
with  impunity.  It  is  an  ordinance  of  Providence,  that  that  community 
which  violates  its  own  principles  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  any  of  its 
members  of  their  acknowledged  rights,  digs  in  so  doing  the  grave  of  its 
own  liberties.  We  appeal  to  you  not  for  our  own  sakes,  but  for  the  sake 
of  great  principles  whose  preservation  is  as  necessary  to  yourselves  as  to 
us.  We  ask  you  to  look  at  the  scenes  which  for  the  last  few  years  have 
disgraced  our  country  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  rendered  insecure 
the  rights  of  the  citizen,  all  tending  to  one  result — all  having  a  common 
object — the  suppression  of  free  inquiry  on  a  subject  which  of  all  others 
should  be  open  to  freemen — ^the  subject  of  human  rights.  Call  to  mind 
the  presses  destroyed ;  the  churches  broken  open ;  the  family  altars  pro- 
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faned  by  violence ;  the  bloody  scenes  of  Alton  and  St.  Louis ;  the  scourge 
ing  of  a  freeman  in  the  streets  of  Nashville;  the  imprisonment  of 
Crandall  in  our  nation's  capitol ;  the  thousand  mobs,  in  short,  which 
have  usurped  the  authority  of  law ;  justified  and  sustained  by  men  of 
high  influence,  and  virtually  countenanced  by  the  sworn  guardians  of  the 
public  weal.  Look  to  the  halls  of  legislation ;  to  the  thrice*>repeated 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  by  Congress  itself;  the 
denial  of  the  right  of  petition ;  the  infamous  resolutions  of  southern 
legislatures  addressed  to  those  of  the  free  states,  calling  for  the  enactment 
of  laws  forbidding  under  pains  and  penalties  all  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  rights  of  man !  Are  these  matters  of  light  importance  ?  Are 
Pennsylvanians  prepared  to  yield  up  their  dearest  rights  to  perpetuate  a 
system  which  cannot  live  in  connexion  with  the  free  exercise  of  those 
rights,  which  shrinks  from  the  light,  which  is  safe  only  in  darkness, 
which  howls  in  agony  at  the  first  sunbeam  of  truth  that  touches  it  r 
Will  they  allow  it  to  overstep  its  legal  boundary,  and  trample  on  the  free 
institutions  of  Pennsylvania  ?  To  smite  down  the  majesty  of  our  law; 
to  hunt  after  the  lives  of  our  citizens ;  to  shake  its  bloody  hands  in  de- 
fiance of  our  rights  within  sight  of  the  Hall  of  Independence  ? 

We  would  not  willingly  outrage  public  sentiment — ^but  if  a  firm 
adherence  to  the  true  and  the  right,  and  an  untiring  advocacy  of  the 
principles  upon  which  rational  liberty  is  based  call  down  the  vengeance 
of  the  populace  upon  our  heads,  we  throw  the  responsibility  of  violated 
law  where  it  belongs — ^upon  that  corruption  of  the  public  heart,  which 
is  the  result  of  a  departure  from  the  political  faith  of  the  fathers  of  our 
land,  and  an  unmanly  subserviency  to  the  demon  of  Americfti  slavery. 

But  it  is  objected  that  whatever  be  the  moral  complexion  of  slavery, 
separated  from  it  as  we  are  by  ge(^aphical  boundaries,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it — that  whatever  may  be  the  sufferings  of  the  slave,  or  the 
pollutions  of  the  system,  it  is  no  concern  of  ours.  No  concern  of  ours! 
As  if  we  were  not  of  woman  born,  and  could  not  feel  for  human  wo. 
As  if  we  were  not  American  citizens,  jealous  for  the  honour  of  our  com- 
mon country  !  As  if  slavery,  with  its  hot  and  fetid  breath,  was  not 
blighting  and  withering  our  dearest  hopes  and  our  fairest  prospects — 
with  iron  foot  trampling  upon  liberty  in  her  own  home ;  and  with  hand 
of  sacrilege  staining  the  altars  of  freedom  with  the  blood  of  her  mur- 
dered martyrs !  As  if  we  felt  not  the  requirements  of  God  bound 
upon  our  consciences,  and  responsibilities  from  Him  laid  upon  us  which 
we  cannot  shake  off !  American  slavery  is  a  concern. of  ours;  for  we 
are  American  citizens.  Our  country  is  weakened  in  its  mental,  its 
moral  and  its  physical  power,  by  the  existence  of  slavery.  This,  alone, 
has  rendered  us  a  hissing  and  a  bye- word  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  It  is  a  stain  upon  our  escutcheon —  a  plague-spot  upon  our 
national  reputation.  It  is  a  sin,  and  a  curse,  and  a  sname;  and  we  can 
cease  to  be  partakers  in  the  iniquity  only  by  faithfully  rebuking  it,  and 
labouring  for  its  overthrow.  That  benevolence  which  is  bounded  by 
Caste  or  complexion  is  not  the  benevolence  of  Christ.  The  fellowship 
which  would  leave  our  neighbour  in  his  sin  unwarned  is  a  fellowship 
abhor ent  to  God.  "  Thou  shalt  in  any  wise  rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and 
not  suffer  sin  upon  him,"  is  an  injunction  of  Holy  Writ,  which  it  be- 
comes us  to  obey.     In  obedience  to  it,,  and  to  the  voice  of^humanity 
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pleading  for  the  trampled  and  the  poor,  we  have  laboured  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  slave  from  his  bonds,  and  our  country  from  its  deadliest 
curse.  We  have  laboured  from  a  solemn  conviction  of  duty.  From 
the  same  conviction,  deepened  by  the  events  of  the  past  week,  we  shall 
continue  to  toil.  If  we  are  heretics,  ours  is  a  heresy  which  cannot  be 
burned  out  of  us  by  fire.  With  a  calm  reliance  upon  God  for  justice  to 
our  principles,  our  motives  and  our  measures,  we  shall  go  forward  in 
the  arduous  work  we  have  begun ;  not,  indeed,  as  reckless  bravers  of 
public  opinion,  but  as  men  fearing  God  rather  than  man,  and  having  the 
assurance  that  our  principles  will  ultimately  triumph  over  violence, 
and  prejudice  and  error.  We  labour  not  for  ourselves  alone,  but  for  the 
best  and  highest  earthly  interests  of  those  whose  hand  is  lifted  against  us 
— for  our  land  and  for  the  world — for  the  great  interests  of  humanity 
universally. 

It  may  be  proper  for  us  to  notice  one  charge  that  has  been  urged 
against  us,  as  i^mishing  an  excuse  for  the  violence  of  the  mob.  We  are 
accused  of  allowing  our  coloured  fellow-citizens  to  sit  without  molesta- 
tion in  different  parts  of  the  saloon  :  in  other  words,  of  having  no  par- 
ticular place  or  gallery  assigned  to  coloured  men  and  women.  We  freely 
admit  this — ^we  should  have  been  false  to  our  principles  if  we  had  re- 
frised  to  admit  men  of  every  sect,  rank,  and  colour,  on  terms  of  equality, 
to  witness  our  proceedings.  In  so  doing,  we  have  but  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  sentiments  of  the  old  fathers  of  Pennsylvanian  freedom,  as 
expressed  in  the  Emancipation  Act  of  1780. 

**  It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire,  why,  in  the  creation  of  mankind  the 
inhabitants  of  the  several  parts  of  the  earth  were  distinguished  by  a 
difference  in  feature  or  complexion.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  that  all  are 
the  work  of  an  Almighty  hand.  We  find  in  the  distribution  of  the 
human  species,  that  the  most  fertile  as  well  as  the  most  barren  parts  of 
the  earth,  are  inhabited  by  men  of  complexions  different  from  ours,  and 
from  each  other ;  from  whence  we  may  reasonably,  as  well  as  religiously 
infer,  that  he  who  placed  them  in  their  various  situations  hath  extended 
equally  his  care  and  protection  to  all,  and  that  it  becometh  not  us  to 
counteract  his  mercies." — (JSee  Emanctpation  Act  of  I'lSO.) 

We  shrink  not  from  the  scrutiny  of  our  fellow-men.  Nay,  we  invite 
that  scrutiny ;  we  court  that  investigation,  satisfied  that  it  will  result  in 
the  diffusion  of  truths  which  we  hold  dear,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  outraged  humanity. 

Our  work  is  too  holy,  too  great,  too  intimately  interwoven  with  all 
that  we  hold  dear  for  ourselves,  or  value  for  our  fellow-men,  or  desire  for 
our  posterity,  to  be  lightly  abandoned  at  the  appearance  of  difficulty, 
or  timidly  given  over  at  the  approach  of  danger.  We  feel  that  God  had 
called  us  to  this  work,  and  if  it  is  his  purpose  that  we  should  finish  what 
we  have  begun,  he  can  preserve  us,  though  it  be  as  in  the  lion's  den, 
or  in  the  seven-fold  heated  furnace ;— that  he  will  deliver  us  out  of 
every  danger,  and  uphold  us  by  His  free  Spirit,  until  all  is  accom- 
plished that  he  has  given  us  to  do.  If  he  has  otherwise  ordained,  and 
designs  to  permit  the  wicked  to  triumph  for  a  little  season,  and  the 
witnesses  for  his  truth  to  be  slain  in  the  streets  of  our  city,  we  shall 
have  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that  we  fall  in  the  post  of 
duty,  with  our  wounds  in  the  breast  and  not  the  back ;  and  that  he 
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whose  work  we  are  doing  can  raise  up  other  lahourers  to  reap  the  ricli 
harvest  whose  seed  we  have  sown,  and  whose  growth  our  hlood  will 
have  nourished. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 
Daniel  Neall,  Abm.  L.  Pennock. 

Peter  Wright,  Samuel  Webb, 

Wm.  H.  Scott.  Joseph  M.  Truman, 

James  Wood,  Lewis  C.  Gunn, 

Wm.  Harned,  Wm.  A.  Carrigues, 


Lewis  Beebe, 
Philadefphia,  May  22nd,  1838. 


Executive  Committee. 


From  the  Pennsylvanian^  May  21, 1838, 

THE  progress  OF  EVENTS. 

Thursday  night  was  marked  hy  the  hurning  of  Pennsylvania  Hall. 
As  the  excuse  pleaded  for  this  disgraceful  outrage  was  the  silly  condact 
of  the  ultra-aholitionists,  some  persons  may  have  heen  weak  enough  to 
suppose  that  the  mischfef  would  end  here ;  but  they  who  have  observed 
the  progress  of  mobs,  and  bave  seen  that  the  granting  of  impunity  and 
toleration  to  a  violation  of  good  order  and  the  laws  in  one  instaDce,  is 
naturally  taken  as  a  license  for  further  violence,  knew  well  that  the 
current  would  roll  on,  and  that  its  demoralising  effects  would  long  he 
felt.  Accordingly  on  Friday  evening  '*  the  regulators''  assembled  in 
force  at  the  ruins,  and  marched  in  search  of  prey.  They  made  a  demon* 
stration  or  two  against  houses  in  Cherry-street  suspected  of  abotitionism, 
but  on  being  addressed  by  the  mayor,  they  moved  off  to  a  large  brick 
building  in  13th  street  above  Callowhill,  just  completed  as  an  asylum 
for  coloured  orphans.  At  this  point  they  were  guilty  of  conduct  so  ut- 
terly contemptible  and  vile,  that  we  can  scarcely  find  words  to  character 
rise  it.  The  Philanthropic  Institution,  against  which  we  cannot  imagme 
an  objection,  was  attacked  and  fired,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  admi- 
rable and  courageous  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  Gk)od  Will  Engine, 
would  have  been  burnt  to  the  ground.  This  company  ably  seconded 
the  efforts  of  Morton  M 'Michael,  Esq.,  the  efficient  and  spirited  police 
magistrate  of  the  district  in  which  the  tumult  took  place,  whose  deport- 
ment on  the  occasion  is  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  all  who  ivit- 
nessed  it,  and  the  rioters  were  compelled  to  yield  the  ground.  Other 
fire  companies  speedily  arrived  and  joined  in  the  defence ;  and  the  build- 
ing,  though  much  scorched  and  blacked  from  the  burning  of  the  shat- 
ters and  window-frames,  was  preserved  entire.  We  are  assured  h; 
those  who  know  the  people  of  that  section  thoroughly,  and  it  gives  us 
pleasure  to  record  the  fact,  that,  among  the  rioters,  not  one  beloi^ng  to 
the  district  (Spring  Garden)  was  recognized.  The  mob  appeared  to  be 
composed  exclusively  of  men  and  boys  gathered  from  other  quarters. 

On  Saturday  night  mischief  was  afoot  once  more.  During  the  meet* 
ing  of  the  firemen  in  the  State-house  Yard,  a  large  division  of  the  mob 
passed  down  Sixth*street  to  the  African  Church,  near  Lombard-stre^. 
Giving  the  now  famihar  yell,  they  commenced  throwing  volleys  fd  stoaes 
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at  the  windows,  the  invariable  preliminary  to  their  incendiarism.  At 
this  moment  Samuel  Rush,  Esq.,  recorder  of  the  city,  stepped  forward  in 
a  very  spirited  manner,  and  addressed  the  multitude,  exhorting  them  to 
desist.  Mr.  Rush  deserves  the  more  credit  for  this,  as  he  was  unsup- 
ported by  any  force,  and  came  to  the  ground  alone.  This  fact  being 
ascertained,  a  number  of  well-disposed  citizens  clustered  around  him, 
and  the  rioters  were  overawed,  abandoning  their  design  for  the  time. 
Another  and  a  larger  division  of  *'  the  regulators"  were  now  assembled 
at  the  office  of  the  Public  Ledger,  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Dock- 
streets,  with  the  object  of  destroying  that  establishment  for  the  boldness 
of  its  remarks  on  Friday  last,  on  the  subject  of  mobbism.  The  build- 
ing, however,  was  well  prepared  for  the  emergency,  and,  had  the  assault 
been  made,  the  reception  of  the  assailants  would  doubtless  have  been 
too  warm  to  have  been  agreeable,  even  to  the  greatest  fire-eater  among 
them.  There  were  likewise  policemen  in  and  about  the  premises,  a 
force  in  front  of  the  Exchange,  and  a  military  company  at  its  armoury 
within  a  stone's  throw.  The  sheriff,  on  horseback,  and  one  or  two 
mounted  policemen,  occasionally  rode  through  the  mob,  who  hissed  and 
yelled  furiously.  Two  captives  were  taken  at  this  point,  while  we  stood 
by,  in  a  manner  reflecting  great  credit  upon  the  nerve  and  adroitness  of 
Colonel  Murphy,  and  other  officers.  Their  bold  bearing  completely 
overawed  the  dense  crowd  that  followed  at  their  heels. 

About  nine  o'clock  Mayor  Swift  addressed  the  assemblage  from  the 
steps  of  a  house  opposite  the  Ledger  office,  strongly  enjoining  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  peace,  and  hinting  at  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  maintaining  it.  His  remarks  were  received  with  cheers 
by  the  well-disposed,  but  the  gathering  continued  to  increase.  At  mid- 
mght  a  fight  took  place  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  African  Church  before  mentioned,  between  the  rioters  and  negroes 
dwelling  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  shot  was  fired  from  some  quarter 
as  the  sheriff  and  police  were  coming  up.  A  number  of  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  thas  closed  the  fourth  night  of  riot,  tumult,  and  disgrace. 
The  measures  of  the  civil  authorities  on  this  occasion  seemed  to  be  very 
judicioas,  and  operated  beneficially,  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  succeed- 
ing in  none  of  their  objects. 


CARRYING  OUT  THE  PRINCIPLE. 

Enlightened  public  opinion — as  it  was  called  when  the  mob  murdered 
a  number  of  men  at  Vickaburg,  and  burnt  another  to  death  over  a  slow 
^e  at  St.  Louis — ^has  been  busy  in  Philadelphia  every  night  since  Wed- 
nesday last  inclusive,  in  carrying  out  the  principle,  and  in  enabling  us 
to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  blessings  to  be  derived  from  that  self- 
adjusting  process  which  is  said  to  manifest  itself  in  every  community^ 
when  the  unnatural  restraints  of  law  are  removed.  We  are  in  the  midst 
of  that  which  some  men  tell  us  is  a  purifying  operation — a  wholesome 
outbreak  in  the  body  politic — and  we  certainly  cannot  complain  that  the 
glorious  experiment  in  civic  economy  has  not  been  thoroughly  tested. 
"  Hiurra  I"  as  we  heard  a  loafer  exclaim  at  Pennsylvania  Hall  when  the 
mob  dashed  in  the  doors  and  fired  the  edifice—"  Hurra ! — that's  liberty ! " 
—and  he  writhed  and  kicked  in  the  very  ecstacy  of  delight  at  seeing  his 
abstract  idea  of  the  goddess  made  so  palpable  to  his  physical  perceptions. 
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If  that  be  indeed  liberty,  as  this  same  learned  Theban  so  impfeitoively 

assured  us,  then  most  assuredly  she  has  selected  Philadelphia  for  her 
spring  residence,  and  walks  abroad  in  the  evening  in  all  her  native 
beauty.  In  the  first  place  her  followers  proved  their  valour  by  throwing 
brickbats  into  a  hall  filled  phiefly  with  women  ]  secondly,  she  vindicated 
her  cardinal  principle  of  liberality,  and  her  golden  axiom,  that  error  of 
opinion  may  be  safely  tolerated  when  truth  is  left  free  to  combat  it,  by 
burning  the  house  used  by  a  minority  for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
free  discussion.  Glorious  liberty ! — every  one  has  license  to  do  exactly 
what  he  thinks  proper,  "  That's  liberty  ! "  said  the  Jeremy  Bentham 
of  Sixth-street.  Freedom  of  opinion  being  vindicated  by  fire  in  one 
instance,  the  heaven-born  goddess,  **  to  leave  no  flaws  or  botches  in  the 
work/'  next  set  forth  to  carry  out  the  principle,  and,  to  show  her  love  for 
philanthropy  and  popular  education  and  the  mob,  attacked  and  fired  a 
house  erected  as  an  asylum  for  coloured  orphans.  '*  Let  them  starve,  or 
turn  ignorant  thieves  and  ferocious  cut-throats,'*  mu^t  have  been  the 
moving  impulse  of  our  modern  reformers  in  this  case«  Being  defeated 
in  the  movement  thus  alluded  to,  religion  and  the  freedom  of  the  press 
were  next  to  be  cared  for,  and  we  find  "  public  opinion"  demolishing 
the  windows  of  a  church,  with  the  intent  of  likewise  committing  it  to 
the  flames ;  and  on  the  same  night  clustering  in  thousands  around  n 
newspaper  office,  muttering  dire  threats  and  horrid  imprecations  against 
those  who  ventured  to  say  that  they  entertained  different  notions  of 
liberty  from  those  cherished  by  the  votaries  of  Judge  Lynch.  The  bul- 
let and  the  bayonet,  however,  looked  so  frowningly  upon  "  public  opi- 
nion," that  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  the  right  of  worship  were  so 
unfortunate  as  to  escape  being  **  regulated"  according  to  the  latest  and 
approved  pattern,  and,  doubtles8,'he  who  exclaimed  "  That's  liberty,"  put 
his  hands  in  his  pockets,  and  retired  moodily  to  his  home,  mourning  the 
obstinacy  of  men  who  are  so  unreasonable  as  to  oppose  being  subjected 
to  the  health-giving  process,  and  will  take  no  lessops,  although  the 
schoolmaster  is  abroad. 


From  ihii  ^^  Penn^lvaimn^'*  183$. 

RIOT   IN    CINCINNATI. 

For  some  time  past  much  agitation  has  existed  in  Cincinnati,  in 
relation  to  an  abolition  papisr  published  in  that  city,  by  James  G.  Birney 
and  others,  which  has  at  length  resulted  in  a  serious  riot.  That  the 
aflair  may  be  understood  correctly,  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  a  town 
meeting  was  held  on  the  22d  of  July,  on  the  subject  of  Birney 's  publi- 
cations, at  which  William  Burke  presided,  assisted  by  Morgan  Neville 
as  Vice-President,  and  Timothy  Walker  as  Secretary.  The  meeting 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions  protesting  against  the  publication  of  the 
abolition  paper,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Birney,  to 
remonstrate  with  hiin,  and  warn  him  to  desist,  as  the  consequences  might 
be  serious.  All  this  was  well  enough,  but  we  cannot  say  as  much  for 
the  subjoined  resolution  passed  at  the  close  ofthe  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  we  entertain  the  most  profound  respect  for  the  meino- 
ries  of  the  venerated  patriots  of  more  than  *'  sixty  years  since,"  who,  in 
the  harbour  of  Boston,  mthout  the  sanction  of  law,  but  in  the  plenitude 
of  the  justness  of  their  cause,  took  the  responsibility  of  reshipping  the 
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tea  cargo,  and  for  which  illegal  act  they  were  entitled  to  and  did  receive 
the  warmest  thanks  and  gratitude  of  every  lover  of  good  order  and  well 
wisher  of  his  country — and  that  we,  in  imitation  of  the  nohle  and  fear- 
less example  set  us  by  those  true-hearted  Americans,  declare,  that  when- 
ever we  shall  find  an  existing  evil — wicked  and  mischievous  in  its  con- 
ception— warring  against  the  best  interests  and  happiness  of  our  common 
country  by  its  effects — aiming  at  the  destruction  and  disunion  of  our 
happy  government,  and  only  prompted  and  sustained  by  those  untiring 
engines  of  human  ambition,  hope  of  gain  and  love  of  notoriety — but 
shielded  from  legal  enactment  according  to  the  usual  practice  of  our  laws, 
so  as  to  leave  us  but  one  channel  through  which  we  can  rid  our  fair  land 
from  its  withering  influence,  that  in  seizing  that  one  tangible  point  our 
exertions  shall  be  firm,  united,  and  decided. 

TJie  committee  appointed  by  the  meeting  failed  in  prevailing  upon 
Birney  to  desist  from  the  publication,  when  the  last  resolution,  recom- 
Biending  a  resort  to  violence,  was  carried  into  effect,  on  the  night  of 
July  30th.     The  Cincinnati  Whig  describes  the  affair  as  follows  : — 

About  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  between  4  and  5000  people 
(as  is  supposed)  had  assembled  around  the  publication  office  of  the 
abolition  paiper,  edite44{y  James  G.  Birney,  and  printed  by  A.  Pugh,  at 
the  north-east  corner  it  Main  and  Seventh  streets.  In  a  few  moments 
the  types  and  printing  materials  of  that  establishment  were  seen  dashing 
out  of  the  windows  into  the  street,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  immense  jnass 
of  people  below. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  windows  of  the  building  and  every  thing  in 
the  office  were  completely  demolished  and  strewed  about  the  streets.  The 
printing  press  was  broken  to  pieces,  and  the  largest  piece  dragged 
through  several  of  the  principal  streets,  and  then  thrown  into  the  river. 
Thus  far  every  thing  was  done  in  the  most  systematic  order,  and,  as  is 
believed,  was  tacitly  countenanced  by  a  very  large  number  of  our  most 
respectable  citizens. 

At  this  juncture,  however,  the  names  of  Birney,  Donaldson,  Colby, 
&c.  (all  leading  abolitionists)  were  shouted  by  numerous  voices,  and 
immediately  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  mob  rushed  to  Birney 's  dwel- 
ling. The  mob  were  well  provided  with  tar  and  feathers.  On  arriving 
at  Bimey's  house,  the  abolition  editor  was  demanded — his  son,  a  youth 
of  about  16  came  to  the  door,  and  assured  the  multitude  that  his  father 
was  not  at  home. 

It  was  soon  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  he  had  left  the  city  in  the 
stage  for  Hillsborough  several  hours  previously.  The  mob  then  directed 
their  course  to  the  house  of  one  of  the  Donaldsons  (the  other  residing  in 
the  country),  and  demanded  him  to  be  delivered  up  to  them,  Son^e 
ladies  came  to  the  door,  and  pledged  their  word  that  Donaldson  wap  not 
at  home,  and  assured  the  multitude  that  no  one  but  ladies  were  in  the 
house.  The  mob  immediately  departed  in  search  of,  but  did  not  succeed 
in  finding  him. 

It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  he  had  fled  from  the  house  a  few 
minutes  before  the  arrival  of  the  mob,  and  had  escaped  through  an  alley 
or  retired  street  to  some  unknown  place. 

The  cry  of  "  Church  Alley"  was  now  resounded  through  the  mob. 
This  is  a  place  where  a  quantity  of  black  and  white  men  and  women,  of 
infamous  characters,  reside,  huddled  promiscuously  together  in  five  or 
six  small  buildings. 
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In  a  few  roinutes  die  inmates  of  these  wretched  brothels  were  tuned 
into  the  streets,  and  the  windows  of  the  buildings,  and  every  particle 
which  the  buildings  contained  destroyed,  and  scattered  to  the  four  winds 
of  Heaven. 

Here,  by  the  peaceable  interference  of  several  citizens,  the  progress 
of  the  mob  was  arrested  (as  was  supposed,  finally) ;  every  body,  appa- 
rently, promised  to  disperse  and  go  nome. 

An  hour  or  two  afterwards,  two  or  three  hundred  again'collected  to- 
gether, and  demolished  the  windows  and  all  the  furniture  of  six  or  seven 
small  negro  houses  of  bad  character  on  and  near  the  corner  of  Columbia 
and  Elm  streets,  in  the  part  of  the  town  commonly  called  the  Swamp. 
In  the  course  of  this  attack  a  gun  was  fired  from  a  window  of  one  of  the 
houses,  and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Kii^s^  was  severely  shot  in 
the  hip  and  leg  with  large-sized  pigeon-shot.  The  wound,  we  believe, 
is  not  considered  very  dangerous,  though  he  was  perforated  with  twenty 
odd  shot. 

The  mob  having  accomplished  all  they  intended,  finally  dispersed 
about  three  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning. 

We  hold  the  opinion  that  the  South  should  alone  have  the  setdement 
of  questions  relative  to  its  own  domestic  institutiqpus,  and  that,  above  all, 
the  question  of  Slavery  within  their  own  limits  should  be  left  to  the 
control  of  the  slave-holding  States  ;  but  we  cannot  suffer  the  last  reso- 
lution of  the  Cincinnati  meeting,  and  the  results  which  manifestly  flowed 
from  its  adoption,  to  pass  without  expressing  our  deepest  abhorrence  of 
both,  as  at  once  disgraceful,  tyrannical,  and  dangerous.  A  principle 
has  thus  been  avowed  and  enforced,  which  places  every  one  who  may 
chance  to  utter  an  unpopular  opinion  at  the  mercy  of  a  mob,  to  be  dealt 
with  as  its  blind  fury  may  dictate.  It  is  formally  declared,  under  the 
sanction  of  men  whose  standing  gives  them  influence,  that,,  if  no  laws 
exist  controlling  the  liberty  of  speech  and  silencing  the  press  upon  ce^ 
tain  subjects,  which  any  assemblage  of  men  may  think  it  improper  to 
discuss,  riot  and  violence  [why  not  arson  and  murder?]  form  the  rightful 
remedy! 

Upon  precisely  the  same  principle  might  a  dominant  political  party 
destroy  the  presses  of  their  opponents,  tear  down  their  houses,  and  sub- 
ject their  persons  to  brutal  outrage ;  and  if  this  tyranny  and  oppression 
be  submitted  to  in  its  incipient  stage,  men  must  either  become  abject 
slaves,  to  speak  in  the  "  bondsman's  bated  key,*'  and  square  their  speech 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  riotous ;  or  force  must  be  opposed  to  force,  and 
he  whose  opinions  vary  from  the  orthodox  stamp,  must  stand  ready  to 
vindicate  his  right  to  express  them,  by  means  as  violent  as  those  emr 
ployed  to  silence  him.  Who  can  contemplate  such  a  picture  with  com- 
posure ?  Yet  it  is  the  natural  consequence  of  the  supremacy  of  mob-law, 
and  to  this  it  must  come  at  last,  if  a  firm  stand  be  not  taken  against  its 
further  progress. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Herald  and  Sentinel^  1837. 

ALTON   MURDER. 

The  following  is  a  more  particular  account  of  the  murder  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Lovejoy  and  Mr.  Bishop,  at  Alton,  Illinois — an  act  which  casta  a  shade 
of  the  blackest  dye  upon  our  country,  and  which  ought  to  call  forth  an 
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-ananfinons  expresaion  of  indignation,  sorrdw  and  shame,  £rom  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States.  Do  we  live  in  a  country  of  laws,  or  do  we 
live  among  heathens,  savages,  and  murderers  ?  Let  us  settle  this  point 
hefore  we  longer  boast  of  our  freedom,  independence,  and  liberty — 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press. 


From  the  SL  Louis  Republican^  Nov,  10, 

EXCITEMENT  AT   ALTON* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  a  friend  at  Alton : — 

Altouy  Wednesday  evenings  Nov,  8. 

The  curse  of  Abolitionism  has  again  fallen  upon  our  town.  Yester- 
day morning  at  4  o'clock,  p.  m.,  a  fourth  abolition  press  was  landed  from 
the  Missouri  Fulton,  and  put  into  Godfrey,  Gilman  &  Go's  warehouse, 
under  guard  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Lovejoy.  During  the  day  of  yester- 
day much  excitement  prevailed,  and  during  the  evening  many  individuals 
collected  with  a  full  determination  to  destroy  it.  The  warehouse  was 
again  guarded  by  some  eighteen  or  twenty  friends  of  the  cause,  and  when 
the  attack  was  made,  Mr.  Lovejoy  fired  from  a  window  and  shot  down  a 
Mr.  Bishop.  The  populace,  infuriated  at  this,  and  not  being  able  to 
make  entrance,  set  fire  to  the  building.  The  individual  who  applied 
the  torch  to  the  roof  was  about  to  be  fired  upon  (or  was  fired  upon)  by 
Mr.  Lovejoy,  when  he,  Mr.  L.,  received  a  mortal  wound  from  some  one 
of  the  assailants.  Two  others  inside  received  wounds,  but  not  dangerous. 
The  press  was  then  given  up  and  destroyed.  To-day,  we  have  peace  and 
quietness,  and  trust  in  God  that  it  may  continue. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  learn  that  the  crowd  attacked  the 
house  of  Messrs.  Godfrey,  Gilman  and  Co.  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
night,  but  finding  it  defended,  they  retired.  In  a  short  time  afterwards 
the  attack  was  renewed.  At  each  time  no  violence  was  manifested, 
except  to  demand  the  press.  Those  in  the  house  having  refused  to  give 
up  possession,  and  having  expressed  their  determination  to  resist,  it  was 
resolved  by  the  assailants  to  set  fire  to  the  building.  For  this  purpose 
a  ladder  was  raised  and  a  fire  kindled  on  thereof.  The  fire,  when  first 
kindled,  did  not  bum  freely,  and  a  second  person  ascended  to  add  fuel  to 
it.  While  he  was  in  the  act  of  ascending  the  ladder,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lovejoy  came  out  of  the  house  and  stood  opposite  the  S.  W.  corner  of 
the  building.  He  fired  from  this  position  several  times  at  the  man  as- 
cending, but  without  effect.  A  man  from  behind  a  pile  of  lumber  on 
the  wheirf  below  fired  at  Mr.  L. ;  the  gun  was  charged  with  two  balls, 
bot^  of  which  entered  Mr.  L.'s  body  near  or  in  the  chest.  Mr.  L. 
dropped  the  gun  he  was  in  the  act  of  firing,  ran  up  into  the  house :  as  he 
reached  the  clerk's  room,  fell  on  the  threshold,  and  expired  instantly. 

Those  in  the  house  now  proposed  surrendering,  if  the  fire  was  put  out. 
The  crowd  without  ascended,  and  carried  water  in  their  hats  to  extin- 
guish the  Hames.  The  doors  were  then  thrown  open,  and  as  the  crowd 
rushed  in,  two  guns  were  fired  by  some  of  those  entering.  The  ball 
from  one  of  the  guns  lodged  in  the  ancle  of  a  Mr.  Roff,  one  of  the  der 
fenders  of  the  house,  and  it  is  yet  doubtful  whether  he  will  not  lose  his  leg. 
The  other  ball  lodged  in  the  foot  of  Mr.  Weller.     Several  other  persons 
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in  the  house  were^  injured,  in  attempting  to  escape.  As  soon  as  the 
crowd  had  gained  possession,  they  took  the  press,  broke  it  up  intomsny 
pieces,  and  threw  it  into  the  river.  All  then  dispersed,  and  by  two  in 
the  morning  the  town  waa  again  quiet. 

The  Mayor,  we  learn,  was  on  the  ground,  attempting  to  arrest  the  dis- 
turbers, but  without  any  effect.  He  narrowly  escaped  being  wounded 
or  killed,  as  a  ball  perforated  his  hat. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  and  Mr.  Bishop  were  both  interred  yesterday,  and  eveiy 
thing  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  storm  had  subsided.  Report  states 
that  Mr.  L.,  on  the  evening  preceding  his  death,  had  agreed  to  leave  Alton 
and  remove  his  press,  but  was  dissuaded  by  Dr.  Becher  and  some  others, 
from  doing  so,  on  the  ground,  that  the  war  had  been  commenced  there, 
and  must  be  terminated  there.- 

If  the  press  had  not  been  surrendered,  a  large  amount  of  property 
must  have  been  destroyed,  as  the  stone-house  in  which  the  press  was 
contained  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  goods,  exclu- 
sive of  the  value  of  the  building. 


THK   ALTON    MURDER. 

The  right  of  free  discussion — Liberty  of  the  press — Obligations  of  Civil 
Government — American  citizenship — The  rights  of  conscience — The 
American  character — The  cause  of  the  slave — The  liberty  of  the  North 
— the  rights  of  many  and  the  laws  of  God. 

These  are  some  of  the  interests  in  defence  of  which  the  martyred 
Lovejoy  fell  Be  it  especially,  remembered  that  he  struggled  not  for 
himself  alone — not  for  personal  intere8t«**but  for  the  essential  principles 
of  civil  and  moral  justice.  He  began  in  defence  of  the  violated  right  of 
free  discussion.  This  brought  the  liberty  of  the  press,  its  organ  and 
bulwark  of  his  own  press  particularly,  with  all  its  objects  and  interests, 
into  jeopardy.  He  cast  himself  on  the  civil  authorities,  on  the  oath  ad- 
ministered government  of  his  country,  for  protection.  It  would  not  pro- 
tect him — ^it  beheld  the  right  of  free  discussion  and  the  liberty 
of  the  press  trampled  under  foot.  Did  it  repair  his  loss  ?  Not 
at  all.  Did  it  lift  its  arm  in  defence  of  these  rights,  hurled  as  they 
were  into  the  river  ?  By  no  means.  He  came  forth,  then,  a  help- 
less American  citizen,  abandoned  by  his  government,  and  made  his 
appeal  to  his  fellow  men — ^to  Americans,  philanthropists,  and  Chiis- 
tians.  That  appeal  was  heard — but  again  and  again  the  press,  that 
glorious  engine  of  truth  and  freedom,  was  destroyed.  He  rose  in  the  high 
purpose  of  a  man/a  patriot,  and  a  Christian,  and  resolved  on  liberty  or 
death.  He  Was  forewarned,  it  is  said,  of  the  consequences.  He  was 
imprudent^  it  is  said,  because  he  went  steadily  onward,  notwithstanding 
a  perjured  government  refused  to  shield  him.  Imprudent  !  that's  the 
question  !  Imprudent !  for  an  American  citizen  to  establish  a  press  ! 
He  brought  it  upon  himself,  it  is  said.  How  ?  By  fearlessly  asserting 
his  own  rights — by  asserting  principles  which  involved  the  rights  of  all 
men.  On  this  he  resolved,  and  in  this  he  was  imprudent,  because  he 
might  have  known  that  he  could  not  do  this  without  exposing  himself  to 
be  murdered.  We  repeat  it— that's  the  question  ! — a  question  affecting 
every  freeman  that  has  a  sentiment  to  utter  in  our  whole  land.    Must 
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American  freemen  hold  in  their  "words,  because  they  have  no  law  to 
protect  theit-  lives  against  a  band  of  midnight  ru£5ans  ?  Has  this  become 
a  questirai  in  these  United  States  ?  Who  then  shall  sleep  until  it  be 
settled  ?  Lovejoy  saw  it^  felt  it,  and  was  prepared  for  the  issue.  Un- 
daunted, unflinching,  he  went  on  with  his  glorious  work»  His  home,  the 
oiBtle  of  his  safetyi  was  assaulted-^-but  he  turned  not  back.  The  affec- 
tionate wife  of  his  youth  hovered  over  him  in  the  hour  of  peril,  and  beat 
back  his  foes  with  a  woman's  hand.  Devoted  wife  !  heroic  woman  ! 
glory  of  her  sex  !  she  too  deserves  the  honour  of  being  a  martyr — pro- 
bably she  will  be,  for  her  strong  heart  will  break  down  her  physical 
frame.  But  no  matter-^such  a  heart  is  its  own  reward.  Lovejoy  turned 
not  back.  He  gathered  up  the  falling  branches  from  the  tree  of  American 
independence,  strewed  them  in  his  path,  and  passed  on.  The  right  of 
self-defence,  of  a  husband  to  defend  his  wife  and  his  offspring,  of  a  wife  to 
defend  a  husband  with  a  woman's  energy  of  intense  love — all  this  was 
periled.  The  crisis  came.  The  press  had  arrived,  a-  press  which 
once  permitted  to  speak  again,  would  tell  the  whole  story  of  his  wrong, 
and  thunder  with  the  voice  of  the  jeoparded  rights  of  man.  It  must  not 
be !  The  press  must  again  be  destroyed.  The  voice  of  these  vital  and 
essential  rights  must  be  hushed.  This  was  all  understood. — ^The  au- 
thorities of  Alton  knew  it — *  the  breathing  holes  of  helP  in  Alton  under- 
stood it — ^the  friends  of  liberty  knew  it,  and  were  ready.  Where  was  the 
government  ?  According  to  the  statement  of  his  enemies,  his  danger 
was  so  notx)riou8  that  it  was  fool-hardiiiess  for  him  to  persevere.  Where 
were  the  civil  energies  of  Alton  ?  Where  was  their  regard  for  American 
character  ?  Where  their  regard'for  the  cause  of  the  slave,  the  liberty  of 
the  North,  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  laws  of  God  ?  Where  was  the  Mayor 
in  this  hour  of  peril  ?  According  to  his  own  self-condemning  evidence, 
waiting  with  imbecility  or  connivance  to  behold  the  sacrifice ;  siding 
with  the  assailants,  and  meanly  asking  the  property  to  be  given  up  as  the 
only  price  of  peace.  But  where  was  the  victim  ?— where  the  devoted 
Lovejoy  ?  In  his  place,  ready  to  be  offered.  He  stood  forth,  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  and  in  the  assertion  and  exercise  of  all  the  great  rights  of 
maUi  he  fell  a  martyr  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  to  the  cause  of  the 
slave,  in  the  land  of  the  free  !  Was  it  for  this  that  Washington,  Han- 
cock, Franklin,  Jefferson,  Adams,  Henry  and  Lafayette  (peace  to  the 
ashes  of  the  Frenchman  !  he  died  in  season)  toiled  and  bled  ?  Was  it 
for  this  that  the  declaration  of  independence  was  signed  ?  and  a  govern- 
ment organized,  which  guarantees  to  every  citizen  the  inalienable  rights  of 
/t/e,  liberty^  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  ? 

There  is  one  aspect  of  this  affair,  which,  with  all  its  horrors,  is  indi- 
cative of  good.  It  is  a  case,  which  brings  out  in  full  life  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  an  American,  all  in  jeopardy*  They  are  universal  rights. 
Every  editor,  every  minister,  every  man  in  all  the  land  is  personally  in- 
terested in  it  The  great  question  whether  we  have  a  civil  government  or 
not  is  involved  in  it.  It  is  time  for  all  men  who  are  not  prepared  to  be  slaves, 
to  demand  whether  they  can  be  protected  in  their  lives  and  property,  and 
domestic  enjoyments,  and  in  any  of  their  rights.  If  the  government  will 
not  protect  our  hearths  and  altars,  and  our  right  to  breathe  and  speak,  it 
is  no  government  at  all.  It  loses  all  claim  upon  our  confidence,  obedience,  or 
respect.  This  will  be  understood,  and  we  hope  that  the  nation  will  awake. 
We  believe  that  the  South  herself  will  give  many  noble  responses  to  the 

2b2 
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northern  cry ;  many  a  minister,  many  a  Christian,  many  a  child  of  song, 
many  a  patriot  and  philanthropist,  will  hear  in  the  story  of  this  affair  the 
voice  of  God, — "  Thy  brother^  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ground,** 
The  old  Puritan  principles  here  shine  forth  in  their  unsullied  bright- 
ness. They  exercised  their  accustomed  privilege  of  furnishing  the  first 
martyrs  to  every  noble  cause.  They  have  stood,  the  great  bidwsrks  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  to  their  action  England  and  America  are 
indebted  for  their  national  exaltation.  Under  their  legitimate  action, 
when  the  Indian  was  oppressed,  Jeremiah  Evarts  gave  the  whole  strength 
of  his  great  intellect  to  their  defence.  The  noble-hearted  Butler  and 
Worcester  bowed  amid  the  hard  service  of  a  southern  prison,  inflexible, 
undaunted,  morally  gigantic.  Under  their  acdon;  Lovejoy  wrapped  every 
great  truth  of  human  existence  around  him,'  and  triumphantly  died.  We 
wish  that  after  the  press  had  arrived  he  had  made  a  distinct  and  formal 
demand  upon  the  Mayor  for  protection,  that  if  it  were  not  afforded  the 
impression  of  his  high  sacrifice  might  have  been  the  deeper ;  but  it 
is  easier  to  sit  at  home,  and  calculate  afterward  how  we  might 
have  acted  had  we  been  in  the  same  circumstances,  than  it  would  have 
been  to  persevere  as  faithfully  and  die  as  nobly  as  he  did. 


Extract  from  a  Letter^  dated  Philadelphia,  Aug,  18,  1 835, /rom  David 
Paul  Broivn,  Aitomey-at-LaWf  to  his  " Fellow-Citizeni**  showing 
cause  why  his  house  ought  not  to  be  burnt  down  and  himself  torrid 
and  feaiheredy  for  being  an  Abolitionist,  and  more  particularly  for  his 
having  acted  as  Counsel  for  the  Abolition  Society. 

**lv  my  whole  life  I  never  was  present  at  more  than  two  meetings  of 
any  abolition  or  anti-slavery  society,  and  one  of  those  was  more  than  ten 
years  ago ;  to  the  other  society  I  was  invited,  but  did  not  belong.  The 
meeting  at  New  York  (which  at  the  time  was  much  spoken  of  by  the 
journals)  was  of  a  society  with  which  I  had  no  connexion,  and  with  not 
one  member  of  which  was  I  personally  acquainted.  I  was  appointed, 
without  either  solicitation  or  expectation  on  my  part,  to  deliver  their 
annual  discourse;  and  it  is  perhaps  worthy  of  remark  (and  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  it),  that  the  speech  then  prepared  was  rejected 
by  them  upon  the  very  footing  of  its  having  abandoned  the  doctrine  of 
immediate  emancipation,  and  that  they  expressly  declined  recognisij^g  it 
as  containing  those  principles  for  which  they  contended.  In  consenting 
to  deliver  it,  I  never  pledged  myself  to  any  set  of  opinions,  and  really 
hoped  to  be  productive  of  some  advantage,  or  of  some  little  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  high  contending  parties  of  the  north  and  the  south. 
On  the  evening  of  the  meeting  referred  to  in  the  paper,  I  was  out  of 
town,  and  did  not  return  to  my  home  until  those  who  had  assembled 
had  separated.  Had  I  returned  in  time,  it  is  highly  probable  that  I 
should  have  attended,  as  I  had  been  solicited  to  give  my  opinion  upon 
the  subject  in  debate,  and  indeed  designed  to  do  so ;  but  I  should  not 
have,  upon  that  occasion,  as  I  never  have  upon  any,  contributed  to  pro- 
duce undue  warmth  or  hostility  or  feeling  (for  such  I  never  entertained) 
against  the  slave-holding  States.  At  the  same  time,  let  it  be  under- 
stood, while  I  neither  am  an  enthusiast  nor  incendiary,  that  I  am  not  to 
be  terrified  from  the  judicious  exercise  of  my  rights  by  the  fulminations 
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of  those  who  are  both.  These  explanations  have  not  been  made  with  any 
view  of  throwing  reproach  upon  those  philanthropic  institutions  which 
are  formed  for  the  most  part  of  men  of  whom  the  city  may  justly  be 
proud,  but  merely  as  a  necessary  and  becoming  sacrifice  to  truth.  Of 
one  of  those  societies,  as  has  been  intimated,  I  have  been  a  member  from 
early  life,  and  shall  continue  to  be  so  until  my  latest  breath,  without 
holding  myself  responsible  to  any  other  than  a  heavenly  tribunal  for  the 
parity  and  correctness  of  my  motives. 

"  The  evils  now  complained  of,  the  turbulence  and  tumult  of  the  times, 
originate  much  deeper  than  their  ostensible  cause,  and  will,  ere  long, 
embrace  wider  mischiefs,  if  not  promptly  subdued,  than  those  which  at 
present  we  deplore.  In  the  language  of  Talleyrand  this  is  but  the  be- 
ginning of  the  end." 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  account  of  the  outrage  committed  on  Kitchell,  which  we  had 
hoped  was  erroneous,  is  confirmed  in  the  article  below.  Is  it  not  time 
that  something  should  be  done  for  the  safety  of  those  citizens  of  the 
north  who  may  journey  or  temporarily  reside  in  the  southern  States  ? 
This  safety  ought  to  be  complete,  whatever  may  be  the  private  opinion 
of  the  individual.  Is  it  only  a  dream  in  which  we  have  been  indulging, 
that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  a  citizen  wherever  he  goes  within 
the  limits  of  the  republic,  and  entitled  at  all  times  to  protection  in  his 
person  and  property?  Will  the  southern  States  suffer  their  ancient 
character  for  hospitality  to  be  merged  in  a  series  of  outrages  and  barba- 
rities, such  as  are  recorded  in  the  article  below  ?  or,  if  they  are  prepared 
for  this,  are  the  people  of  the  north  ready  to  give  up  the  right  of  safe 
transit,  and  unmolested  residence  in  any  of  the  territories  of  the  repub- 
lic,— ^a  right  which  is  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  Constitution? 


From  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser* 

CASE  Oy  AARON  W.  KITCHELL. 

Ws  have  at  length  authentic  information  concerning  the  treatment  of 
this  young  Jerseyman  at  Hillsboro',  Georgia.  A  citizen  of  this  State, 
wh^  has  just  returned  from  Georgia,  called  upon  us  last  evening  to  say 
that  he  saw  him  at  the  house  of  a  mutual  friend  near  Milledgeville, 
shortly  after  the  Lynching  transaction  at  Hillsboro'.  He'  fully  confirms 
the  suggestions  heretofore  made,  that  the  young  man  is  not  only  no 
Abolitionist,  but  that  he  has  said  or  done  nothing  whatever  since  his 
residence  in  Georgia  to  excite  a  reasonable  suspicion.  His  friends  there, 
who  are  southerns  in  feeling  and  sentiment,  say  there  can  be  no  question 
on  this  subject,  that  the  most  jealous  advocates  of  southern  rights  could 
properly  construe  into  a  charge  of  heresy. 

His  treatment  at  Hillsboro'  is  traceable  to  a  widely  different  cause, 
most  disgraceful  to  the  parties  concerned.  Mr.  Kitchell,  it  appears, 
previous  to  his  last  visit  to  his  family  friends  in  this  vicinity,  had  charge 
of  a  school  in  Hillsboro',  and  had  been  disappointed  in  ms  efforts  to 
collect  the  tuition  money,  from  some  at  least  of  the  persons  who  em- 
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ployed  him.  On  his  return  to  Georgia,  he  resolved  to  try  the  virtue  of 
law,  and  wrote  to  a  friend  at  the  time  that  he  should  remain  there  until 
the  experiment  was  fully  tried.  Revenge  was  threatened  if  he  persisted, 
and  the  charge  of  aholitionism  was  finally  made  the  pretext  of  at  once 
cancelling  the  dehts  and  driving  him  out  of  the  country  with  scourging 
and  abuse.  This  is  his  account  of  the  afiair,  and  we  are  assured  that  his 
acquaintances  in  Georgia  confirm  it. 

Soon  after  he  reached  the  plantation  of  his  friend,  where  our  informant 
met  him, — about  forty  miles  from  Milledgeville,  a  company  of  sixteen 
individuals  of  Morgan  county,  including  a  justice  of  the  peace !  came  with 
arms  in  pursuit  of  him,  having  been  incited  by  the  publication  of  the 
proceedings  at  Hillsboro'  in  Milledgeville  papers.  By  the  aid  of  his 
friends,  however,  he  escaped  their  search,  and  is  now  safely  beyond  the 
borders  of  the  state.  Learning  from  the  overseer  of  the  phintation  that 
he  had  left  some  papers  with  our  informant  to  bring  home,  they  were 
peremptorily  demanded  by  this  armed  banditti,  and  on  examination 
proved  to  be  a  parcel  of  harmless  manuscript  sermons  on  the  depravity 
of  man !     Not  a  word  about  slavery. 

Thus  failing  of  an  opportunity  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
a  brother,  they  returned,  and  advertised  him  in  the  Milledgeville  papers, 
stating  that  they  had  used  all  diligence  to  avail  themselves  of  his  com- 
pany, intending  to  **  redeem  the  pledge  of  our  Hillsboro*  brethren 
with  interest !"  and  adding,  '^  but  we  are  compelled  to  submit  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt  to  some  other  good  friends  who  may  chance  to  fall  in 
his  way,"  at  the  same  time  minutely  describing  his  person. 

We  have  not  a  word  of  comment.  The  ease  is  now  fully  before  the 
public,  and  if  the  mere  statement  of  it  does  not  make  every  Jersey- 
man's,  nay,  every  freeman's  cheek  bum  with  indignation,  we  can  add 
nothing  to  give  it  effect.   Are  we  to  sit  still  and  submit  in  silence  ? 


From  the  SL  Louis  (Mo.)  Republican^  1836. 

MORE  TROUBLE. GREAT  EXCITEMENT  IN  M4RI0N  COUNTT. 

The  annexed  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  this  place,  dated  *^  Marion 
City,  Tuesday,  24th  May,"  presents  a  fearful  account  of  the  excitement 
upon  the  subject  of  Abolition  in  Marion  county.  We  have  already  no- 
ticed the  apprehension  at  Palmyra  of  two  avowed  abolitionists  haviog  in 
their  possession  many  incendiary  publications.  They  were  suffered  to 
depart  the  state,  a  short  time  being  allowed  them  to  effect  it.  Their 
names  were  Garret  and  Williams.  A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Pal- 
myra on  Saturday  last,  at  which  abolition  was  repudiated  in  all  its  forms 
by  those  present.  Dr.  Ely,  we  have  understood,  addressed  the  multi- 
tude, and  his  remarks  were  received  with  favour.  The  writer,  who  had 
just  arrived  at  Marion  City,  thus  details  the  subsequent  events : — 

**  We  had  not  been  in  town  half  an  hour  until  a  report  reached  us  that 
Dr.  Bosley  had  been  murdered  at  church,  about  seven  miles  in  the 
country,  by  William  Muldrow.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  these,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  learn.  A  young  man,  whom  Muldrow  brought  out  from 
the  East  with  him,  to  officiate  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary,  has  been 
expressing  himself  publicly  in  favour  of  abolition,  and  has  also  been 
actively  engaged  in  circulating  abolition  papers,  &c. 
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^^  The  consequ^ce  was,  that  a  mob  of  from  ninety  to  a  hundred  men 
took  the  young  man,  with  the  intention  of  putting  a  coat  of  tar  over  him ; 
hut,  after  consultation,  concluded,  in  consequence  of  his  youth,  to  let 
him  escape. 

''  The  mob,  or  con^pany,  however,  went  to  the  College,  aad  after  a 
little  search,  found  a  box  containing  a  variety  of  abolition  publications, 
hrought  them  to  town,  and  burned  them. 

"  On  Sunday,  Dr.  Nelson  preached  at  a  place  called  the  Camp 
Ground*  seven  miles  from  Palmyra.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
fiennon,  Muldrow  rose  with  a  paper  in  one  hand,  and  a  knife  (open)  in 
the  other.  He  commenced  reading  the  paper,  (containing  a  request 
that  all  persons  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  should  subscribe 
such  amount  as  they  thought  proper,  for  the  accompUshment  of  that  ob- 
ject, so  soon  as  the  government  would  take  the  matter  in  hand,)  when 
a  Dr.  Bosley  rose  and  isaid,  that  no  one  but  a  d  d  scoundrel  would,  at 
that  tiiQe,  act  as  he  was  doing.  Muldrow  answered  that  he  was  not 
to  be  deterred.  The  Doctor  then  struck  at  him  with  his  cane :  the 
sheath  paipe  off,  and  some  one  took  the  sword  out  of  his  hand ;  he  then 
drew  a  pistol,  and  Muldrow  plunged  his  knife  into  his  side.  Some  say 
that  Muldrow  stabbed  him  before  he  drew  the  pistol.  It  is  true,  how- 
ever, that  he  did  stab  him ;  but  there  are  some  hopes  entertained  that  he 
may  recover.  Muldrow  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  home,  and  for  some 
time  all  was  confusion  at  the  Camp  Ground,  ladies  fainting,  children  cry- 
ing, &c. 

"It  was  soon  reported  that  Muldrow  had  made  his  escape,  and  persons 
were  immediately  sent  to  Hannibal,  Quiucy,  and  in  every  other  direction, 
in  quest  of  him.  The  Sheriff,  with  a  posse  of  about  sixty,  at  twelve 
o'clock  that  night,  was  told  by  Dr.  Clarke  that  Muldrow  should  be  deli- 
vered up,  provided  he  dismissed  his  po^i^e,  and  would  guarantee  his  safety 
until  they  could  confine  him  in  Palmyra. 

"  He  did  so,  and  yesterday  he  was  brought  there,  accompanied  by 
Dr.  £ly,  and  a  number  of  his  friendst  I  went  to  see  him,  but  could  only 
have  a  moment's  conversation  with  him.  To-day  he  will  have  his  trial. 
He  is  a  very  unpopular  man  in  this  county,  and  I  would  not  be  at  all 
astonished  if  he  would  have  to  undergo  the  process  of  Lynching. 

'*  This  evening  I  is^pect  to  know  the  result. 

"  Dr.  Nelson  endeavoured  to  make  his  escape,  but  was  taken  at  Quincy ; 
and  yesterday  one  or  two  of  the  young  men  at  the  college  sent  a  threat 
to  Palmyra,  that  they  would  express  their  views  on  the  subject  of  aboli- 
tion in  defiance  of  them.  In  an  instant  a  company  of  forty-two  left 
for  the  college  on  horseback.  What  the  result  will  be  I. shall  not  know 
until  evening." 


Paterson^  N,  J.,  March  30. 

Our  village,  since  yesterday  morning  lias  presented  a  scene  of  me- 
lancholy occurrences.  A  coloured  woman,  advanced  in  years,  was  seen 
in  the  street,  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  supposed  to  be  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,  surromided  by  twenty  or  thirty  boys,  who  in  the  levity  of 
youthful  forgetfulness,  pushed,  kicked,  and  abused  her,  till  a  person 
passing  by  interfered  in  h^V  behalf^  and,  alas !  it  was  too  late — the  spark 
of  life  was  extinct ! 
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From  the  Bee,  New  Orleans^  April  11. 

The  conflagration  at  the  house  occupied  by  the  woman  Lalaurie  in 
Hospital-street  has  been  the  means  of  discovermg  one  of  those  atrocities, 
the  details  of  which  seem  to  be  too  incredible  for  human  belief.  We 
would  shrink  from  the  task  of  detailing  the  painful  circumstances  con- 
nected therewith,  were  it  not  that  a  sense  of  duty,  and  the  necessity  of 
exposing  and  holding  up  to  the  public  indignation  such  a  wretch  as 
the  perpetrator,  renders  it  indispensable  for  us  to  do  so. 

The  ilames  having  spread  with  alarming  rapidity,  and  the  honrible 
suspicion  being  entertained  among  the  spectators  that  some  of  the 
inmates  of  the  premises  where  it  originated  were  incarcerated  therein, 
the  doors  were  forced  open  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  them.  Pre- 
vious, however,  to  taking  this  liberty «  (if  liberty  it  can  be  called) 
several  gentlemen,  impelled  by  their  feelings  of  humanity,  demanded 
the  keys,  which  were  refused  them  in  a  gross  and  insulting  manner. 
Upon  entering  one  of  the  apartments,  the  most  appalling  spectacle 
met  their  eyes.  Seven  slaves,  more  or  less  horribly  mutilated,  were 
seen  suspended  by  the  neck,  with  their  limbs  apparently  stretched  and 
torn  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  Language  is  powerless  and 
inadequate  to  give  a  proper  conception  of  the  horror  which  a  scene  like 
this  must  have  inspired.  We  shall  not  attempt  it,  but  leave  it  rather 
to  the  reader's  imagination  to  picture  what  it  was ! 

These  slaves  were  the  property  of  the  demon,  in  the  shape  of  a 
woman,  whom  we  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  article.  They 
had  been  confined  by  her  for  several  months  in  the  situation  from 
which  they  had  thus  providentially  been  rescued,  and  had  been  merely 
kept  in  existence  to  prolong  their  sufferings  and  to  make  them  taste  all 
that  the  most  refined  cruelty  could  inflict.  But  why  dwell  upon  such 
aggravating  and  painful  particulars  ?  We  feel  confident  that  the  com- 
munity share  with  us  our  indignation,  and  that  vengeance  will  fail, 
heavily  fall  upon  the  guilty  culprit.  Without  being  superstitious,  we 
cannot  but  regard  the  manner  in  which  these  atrocities  have  been 
brought  to  light  as  an  especial  interposition  of  Heaven. 

[Since  the  above  was  in  type,  the  populace  have  repaired  to  the  house 
of  this  woman,  and  have  demolished  and  destroyed  every  thing  upon 
which  they  could  lay  their  hands.  At  the  time  of  inditing  this  the  fury 
of  the  mob  remains  still  unabated,  and  threatens  the  total  demolition 
of  the  entire  edifice.] 


UNPRECEDENTED  OUTRAGE. 

In  the  *  Freeman's  Banner,'  published  at  Salem,  N.  J.,  under  date 
of  the  31st  of  December,  1834,  there  is  a  garbled  and  false  statement 
made  of  the  case  of  Michael  bonahower,  constable  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  lawful  exercise  of  his  powers,  in  attempting  to  deli- 
ver some  runaway  slaves  to  their  legal  owners. 

The  whole  statement  is  false  from  beginning  to  end,  and  we  are  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  how  the  editor  could,  widi  any  pretensions  to  truth,  have 
given  to  the  public  so  gross  a  misrepresentation  of  an  affair,  as  dis- 
graceful to  those  engaged  in  it,  as  it  is  outrageous  to  justice  or  hu- 
manity. 

The  conduct  of  those  concerned  in  this  most  diabohcal  affair  is  such  as 
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to  excite  the  hearty  indignation  of  a  virtuous  community ;  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  Supreme  Court  will  award  to  Mr.  Donahowet  heavy 
damages  for  the  eufiTerings  he  endured  from  the  hands  of  these  base 
and  lawless  wretches. 

The  following  are  the  facts  of  the  case;  and  we  hope  that  they  will 
receive  that  attention  which  they  richly  merit  from  an  enlightened  com- 
munity. 

The  negroes  were  taken  under  a  legal  warrant,  as  the  slaves  of  Mrs. 
Groldsboror^h,  of  Talbot  county,  Maryland,  and  Thomas  B.  Galbraith, 
of  Caroline.  They  were  found  secreled  in  a  hut  distant  from  the  town 
of  Salem,  about  three  miles  and  a  half,  on  Monday  morning  the  29th 
ultimo,  and  brought  from  thence  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Sherron,  a  respect- 
able tavern-keeper  of  Salem.  They  were  hand-cuffed  as  a  precautionary 
measure,  and  every  kindness  shown  to  them  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  would  admit  of.  Upon  their  entering  Salem,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Galbraith  and  Mr.  Donahower,  they  commenced  a  loud  cry  of  mur- 
der, fire,  and  other  expressions  calculated  to  excite  a  feeling  of  resist- 
ance to  their  being  delivered  to  their  legal  owners. 

Upon  this  the  bell  of  the  engine-house  was  rung,  and  the  people 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  the  alarm.  The 
mob,  upon  ascertaining  that  the  slaves  were  in  custody,  rushed  to  the 
tavern;  and  upon  finding  them  comfortably  situated  before  a  good 
fire,  and  well  supplied  with  blankets,  and  it  being  explained  to  the  mob 
that  no  violence  was  intended — ^that  they  were  taken  legally  as  runaways, 
they  appeared  satisfied,  and  peaceably  retired.  At  ten  o'clock  it  was 
appointed  to  hear  Mr.  Galbraith  in  the  case  of  his  negro  woman  and  her 
child,  and  before  that  hour  the  house  was  filled  with  an  infuriated  and 
lawless  number  of  people,  who  appeared  determined  to  rescue  the  slaves 
from  their  right  and  lawfiil  owner,  at  all  hazards. 

The  counsel  on  both  sides  entered  into  long  arguments  on  the  case ; 
the  counsel  for  the  slave  arguing  that  the  woman  could  not  be  taken,  as 
the  name  of  Galbraith  was  misspelt  in  the  warrant :  after  some  time  the 
Hon.  George  Bush,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county 
of  Salem^  decided  in  favour  of  the  prisoner,  on  the  ground  of  the  ille- 
gality of  the  warrant ;  but  did  not  discharge  the  prisoner.  Mr. 
Bush  retired  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  mob  then  ordered  the  woman  to 
go,  telling  her  she  was  free ;  upon  this  Mr,  Donahower  stepped  up 
under  the  direction  of  the  owTier,  and  declared  that  he  now  arrested  this 
woman  under  the  act  of  Congress,  in  such  cases  made  and  provided ; 
the  master  also  went  forward  to  assist  the  officer,  declaring  to  the  people 
that  he  w^as  acting  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  that  the 
slave  was  his  property,  and  that  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided  that  a 
master  could  take  his  slave  wherever  found.  The  mob  rushed  ta^he 
prisoner,  and  seized  her,  attempting  to  force  her  out  of  the  window.  It 
now  became  necessary  for  the  personal  safety  of  Mr.  Donahower  and 
Mr.  Galbraith  to  put  themselves  on  the  defensive. 

Joseph  Hancock,  an  associate  Judge,  laid  hold  of  a  chair,  and  raised 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  Donahower,  vociferating  at  the  same  time, 
"  kill  the  damn'd  son  of  a  bitch!  kill  him !  "  His  arm  was  seized  by  a  by- 
stander, which  prevented  the  infliction  of  a  terrible  blow.  Donahower 
drew  his  pistol,  and  said  that  he  would  defend  his  life  and  the  property 
intrusted  to  liim  at  all  hazards—it  was  snatched  from  his  hand  by  the 
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constable  of  the  town,  immediately  cocked  it,  held  it  to  the  breast  of 
Donahower,  and  swore  that  he  would  kill  him  if  he  did  not  instantly 
give  up.  Donahower  now  drew  a  dirk,  and  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
with  &e  ferocity  of  a  savage,  took  him  by  the  throat,  wrested  the 
dirk  from  his  hand  :  at  the  same  time,  several  individuals  had  hold  of 
him — ^brutally  maltreating  him,  and  forced  him  into  the  entry.  At  this 
juncture  Judge  Hancock  forced  his  way  into  the  entry,  and  ordered  three 
negroes  to  lay  hold  of  him,  (Donahower)  and  knock  him  down  with  any- 
thing they  could  lay  hold  of.  One  of  them  ran  into  an  adjoining  room 
and  got  a  pair  of  tongs,  and  imis  about  levelling  it  over  his  head, 
when  his  arm  was  seized  by  the  tavern-keeper  and  the  weapon  taken 
from  him. 

Donahower,  during  the  scuffle,  made  his  way  to  the  door,  and  there 
fell  with  his  face  downward ;  the  sheriff  now  laid  hold  of  him  by  the 
hair,  and  dragged  him  over  the  ground — a  negro  took  him  by  the  feet, 
and  while  thus  dragging  him.  Judge  Hancock  kept  beating  him  with  an 
umbrella,  at  the  same  time  a  negro  was  kicking  him  in  the  side,  and 
others  tearing  his  clothes, — ^robbed  him  of  his  pocket-book,  and  all  his 
papers,  and  in  other  ways  brutally  and  savagely  using  him.  He  was 
lodged  in  jail,  without  commitment  or  hearing,  and  kept  there  from  three 
to  four,  and  was  only  released  upon  giving  bail  in  the  sum  of  seventeen 
hundred  dollars ! !  The  bail  was  voluntarily  given  by  sonie  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Salem. 

Such  are  the  facts  of  the  case  as  can  be  testified  by  a  number  of  eye- 
witnesses. 

A  more  violent  and  brutal  outrage  is  not  to  be  found  in  ihe  records  of 
a  civilized  people. 

,  From  the  Baltimore  Patriot 

A  FBw  days  since  a  house  in  the  southern  extremity  of  our  city,  occu- 
pied by  some  coloured  persons,  was  entered  by  six  white  boys,  appa- 
rently about  14  or  16  years  of  age,  who,  finding  no  one  at  home  but  a 
woman,  they,  after]  treating  her  in  the  most  rude  and  shameful  man- 
ner, set  the  house  on  fire  and  then  made  their  escape. 


From  the  Woodbury  {N,  J.)  Herald, 

LYNCH  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

Wb  were  credibly  informed  a  few  days  since,  that  on  Sunday  week, 
this  code,  now  so  popular  every  where,  was  executed  to  its  utmost 
letter  in  this  county,  near  Snowhill.  The  meeting-house  there,  hereto- 
fore for  many  years  used  for  public  worship  by  the  blacks,  was  bumt, 
and  frequently  since  the  meetings  have  been  held  near  by  in  the  woods. 
It  was  at  one  of  these  meetings  on  Sunday  week  that  two  blacks  from 
Philadelphia  attended — one  quite  an  old  man — ^the  other  younger  and 
with  a  wood^  leg.  Shortly  after  they  reached  the  meeting  another, 
a  black  from  the  city,  arrived  and  asserted  that  the  two  strangers  were 
spies^  employed  by  negro  catchers  (slave  holders)  to  report  the  where- 
abouts of  runaway  slaves  to  their  masters.  The  report  spread  like 
wildfire,  and  the  parson  in  attendance,  to  avoid  a  rupture,  advised  the 
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two  to  decamp  as  fast  as  their  legs  would  let  them.  They  attempted  to 
do  80,  and  had  made  good  their  retreat  for  several  miles,  when  they 
were  overtaken  hy  the  blacks  from  the  meeting ;  taken  back,  stript  to 
their  skin,  tied,  and  both  Lynched  in  the  most  unmerciful  manner. 
One  of  them,  it  is  said,  received  near  three  hundred  lashes — the  other 
nearly  as  much !  The  skin,  we  are  told,  was  literally  whipt  from  their 
bifckB!  and  hardly  life  si^^cient  left  in  them  to  carry  them  away. 
The  whites  rose  in  large  numbers  upon  learning  the  fact,  but  the  bloody 
participators  had  quitted  their  horrid  butchery — their  victims  yet  tied 
to  the  trees.  So  flagrant  an  outrage  should  be  visited  with  the  severest 
penalties  of  the  law,  and  no  pains  spared  to  ferret  out  the  guilty. 


From  a  United  States  paper. 

Disturbances  took  place  in  Newark  on  Friday.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Weeks,  pastor  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newark,  intro- 
duced a  coloured  man  into  the  pulpit,  although  previously  warned  of 
the  danger  of  doing  so  by  several  respectable  citizens.  The  bravado 
had  the  result  which  was  to  be  anticipated  in  the  present  state  of  public 
opinion.  The  church  was  attacked,  the  windows  broken,  and  the 
interior  of  the  building  destroyed. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 

AMALGAMATION. 

Quits  a  rumpus  was  occasioned  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  last 
evening  by  the  promenading  of  a  coloured  gemman  and  a  white  lady, 
arm-ia-arm,  in  Broadway.     A  parcel  of  boys,  observing  the  phenome- 
non, set  up  the  cry,  ^'  White  woman  and  nigger !  white  woman  and  nig- 
ger !  white  woman  and  nigger ! "  of  course,  following  in  pursuit.    This 
attracted  others,  including  many  full-grown  boys,  some  to  see  "  what 
was  the  matter,"  some  to  "  correct  abuses,"  and  some  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves.     However,  the  procession  soon  became  too  long 
and  noisy  for  the  comfort  of  the  promenaders,  and  9,ccordingly  the  lady 
turned  into  a  grocery  store  for  protection,  while  the  coloured  man  walked 
on  alone.     Some  of  the  supernumeraries  followed9  and  brought  him 
back.     By  this  time  there  was  a  great  crowd  around  the  store,  anxious 
to  learn  the  whole  story.     A  friend  of  ours,  who  happened  to  be  near, 
went  in,  and  was  told  by  the  lady  that  she  was  an  Englishwoman,  and 
not  aware  of  the  state  of  public  feeling  here  on  the  subject  of  colour ; 
that  the  negro  with  her  was  in  the  employ  of  her  brother,  and  that  she 
had  taken  him  with  her  only  as  a  protector.     While  the  crowd  were 
enlightening  themselves  as  well  as  they  could  in  regard  to  facts,  two 
peace-officers  made  their  appearance,  and  took  both  the  man  and  woman 
to  the  watch-house  for  safe  keeping,  until  the  embryo  mob  should  be 
dispersed.     This  was  the  end  of  the  matter.     Our  informant  was  after- 
wards told  by  a  captain  of  the  watch  that  the  parties  in  question  were 
man  and  wife. 


Newark^  July  12,  1834. 
On  Saturday  night  there  was  another  disturbance  at  Newark.  The  mob 
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attacked  a  barber's  shop,  kept  by  a  black  man,  but  were  dispemed  by 
tbe  timely  arriyal  of  the  police.  Mr.  Weeks,  the  clergyman  whose 
church  was  destroyed  on  Friday,  issued  the  following  note  to  the  people 
of  Newark: — 

*^  You  will  do  me  a  favour  if  yo*u  will  please  to  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  public,  that  I  am  no  advocate  for  the  amalgamation  of 
colours.  I  believe  that  God,  in  making  men  of  different  colours,  has 
sufficiently  indicated  the  duty  to  us  of  keeping  them  separate,  and  of 
allowing  of  no  intermarriages  between  them.  I  have  not  time  for  fiur- 
ther  explanations. 

"  Yours,  W.  R.  Weeks." 


THOMPSON,  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

We  learn  from  the  Concord  (N.  H.)  Patriot  that  that  place  was 
thrown  into  great  excitement  on  Friday  last,  in  consequence  of  an  at' 
tempt  to  get  up  an  anti-slavery  meeting  on  the  part  of  certain  fanatics, 
headed  by  Greorge  Thompson  and  John  G.  Whittier.  The  chairman  of 
the  select  men  called  upon  Thompson,  and  warned  him  and  his  friends 
of  the  consequences.  They  paid* no  regard  to  the  warning,  and  the 
select  men  closed  the  doors  of  the  Town-hall  against  him ;  but,  at  the 
hour  appointed,  the  Abolitionists  proceeded  to  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
finding  the  room  closed,  retired. 

In  the  mean  time  the  multitude  had  assembled,  determined  that  the 
incendiary  Thompson  should  not  escape  them,  if  he  made  his  appear- 
ance. Not  finding  Thompson,  they  proceeded  through  the  streets,  and, 
falling  in  with  Whittier  and  the  editor  of  the  Herald^  pelted  them  witfi 
dirt.  Thompson  was  tracked  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Kent,  and  on  the 
people,  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds,  making  their  appearance,  he 
escaped  to  the  woods.  On  being  assured  that  Thompson  had  promised 
not  to  attempt  to  lecture  in  that  vicinity,  the  assembly  retired,  and  burned 
him  in  effigy. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  the  civil  authorities  could  control 
the  indignant  feelings  of  the  populace. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  stage-drivers  spontaneously  and  unani- 
mously refused  to  carry  out  the  bundles  of  the  Herald  of  Freedom— vxl 
Abolitionist  paper  printed  in  that  town — and  threw  them  in  the  street. 
—1835. 


From  the  New  York  Gazette. 

OUTRAGEOUS  OPPRESSION. 

We  perceive  by  the  Avalackicola  Gazette  that  the  government  of  that 
city  have  imposed  an  arbitrary  tax  of  twenty-five  dollars  on  every  free 
person  of  colour, — man,  woman,  and  child, — and  a  tax  of  fifty  dollan 
upon  every  slave  who  hires  his  own  time.  Unless  this  tax  is  paid  in  a 
given  time,  the  delinquents  are  to  be  seized  and  sold !  As  the  free  ne- 
groes of  the  south  are  generally  poor,  the  probability  is  that  many  who 
live  within  the  light  of  the  ordinance  here  referred  to  will  lose  their 
freedom,  though  mayhap  they  have  spent  years  of  anxious*  toil  in 
obtaining  it    When  such  things. as  these  occur,  can  we  wonder  that 
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there  are  "fenatics'*  at  the  north  who  condemn  the  whole  gystem  of 
BlBTery?— [Werecommehdthis  case  to  the  special  cognizance  of  our 
friend  of  the  New  York  Oazeite. — Boston  Times.] 


ANOTHER  ABOLITION  RIOT. 

On  Thursday  night  last  a  riot  took  place  at  Norwich,  Connecticut.  It 
appears  that  some  person  from  Boston  had,  the  evening  previous, 
preached  an  abolition  sermon  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dickerson's,  first  Presby- 
terian church  in  that  city,  which  passed  oflF  quietly.  The  next  evening 
he  made  a  second  attempt,  when  a  mob,  headed  by  a  band,  marched  to 
the  church,  proceeded  up  the  broad  aisle,  took  the  parson  from  the  pul- 
pit, and  forced  him  to  march  before  them,  at  the  same  time  playing  "  The 
Rogues*  March,"  till  they  actually  drummed  him  out  of  the  place, 
threatening,  if  he  ever  returned  again,  to  *'  give  him  a  coat  of  tar  and 
feathers." 


DISTRESSING. 

A  MOST  melancholy  accident,  the  result  of  a  most  culpable  practice, 
occurred  on  Wednesday  last,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tenth  and  James* 
streets.  Spring  Garden.  Some  large  boys  were  throwing  stones  at  a 
coloured  man,  who  was  peaceably  and  inoffensively  passing,  when  one  of 
them  struck  a  boy  of  eight  years  of  age  upon  the  head,  and  injured  him 
so  severely  that  he  died  on  Saturday  morning.  He  was  a  son  of  Mr, 
Jacob  Haas,  a  respectable  victualler  of  Spring  Garden. 


INCENDIARIES. 

JuDGB  Lynch,  says  the  Aiken  (S.  C.)  Telegraph  of  the  11th  instant, 
pinned  into  a  chap  a  few  days  ago  down  on  the  Run  in  this  district. 
We  have  not  heard  all  the  particulars.  The  fellow  was  found  in  the 
cotton-field  with  the  negroes,  and,  when  detected,  feigned  partial  insa- 
nity. There  were  two  others  of  like  stamp  detected  about  the  same 
time  in  Orangeburgh  district.  We  learn  that  Judge  Hang  presided 
there,  and  passed  sentence  on  them. 


RIOTS  AGAIN. 

Wb  subjoin  from  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  a  minute,  and,  as  far  as 
our  observation  extends,  a  correct  account  of  the  disgraceful  riots  of 
Monday  evening.  It  will  be  seen  that  although  the  designs  of  the  law- 
less wretches  were  known  for  hours  before,  no  attempt  was  made  to  op- 
pose them,  and  that  they  carried  on  their  brutal  work  from  nine  o'clock 
m  the  evening  until  two  in  the  morning,  unmolested ;  except  in  one 
instance,  when  a  handful  of  our  intrepid  firemen,  irritated  by  an  effort  to 
destroy  their  apparatus,  charged  the  mob,  and  drove  perhaps  fifty  times 
their  own  number  like  sheep  before  them.  The  rioters  are  as  cowardly 
as  they  are  cruel,  and  could  easily  have  been  dispersed  at  any  time  by 
a  resolute  movement;  but  that,  as  usual,  was  wanting.  The  city  police 
remained  on  the  dty  line  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets,  when,  we 
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preBume*  at  the  mandate  of  the  sheriff,  they  could  have  acted  in  the 
county ;  or,  without  that  requisition,  could  have  interfered  simply  as 
citizens.  They,  however,  remained  quiet,  almost  within  hearing  of  the 
cries  of  the  assailed,  while  the  flames  of  the  huming  huilding  lighted  up 
their  bivouac  '  Nothing  was  done,  that  we  could  learn,  towards  organiz- 
ing the  posse  comiiatus — stupid  inaction  prevailed,  at  a  time,  too,  when 
hundreds  of  well-disposed  citizens  were  ftear  the  spot,  ready  and  anxious 
to  go  forward,  if  formed  under  a  proper  leader.  No  excuse  can  be  offered 
for  such  conduct — the  authorities  have  not  even  the  poor  one  of  inex- 
perience ;  for  the  scenes  of  Monday  night  are  an  exact  repetition  of  those 
which  occurred  in  the  same  neighbourhood  at  this  time  last  year. 

Should  these  tumults  continue,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  citizens  to 
organize  themselves,  and,  by  the  most  forcible  and  decisive  means,  make 
such  an  example  of  the  disorderly  as  may  strike  them  with  terror,  and 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  their  mad  career. 


f  From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  of  Tuesday, 

The  public  mind  being  greatly  excited  by  the  attempted  murder  of 
Mr.  Stewart,  the  authorities  of  the  city  yesterday  adopted  efficient  mea- 
sures to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  peace  within  the  borders  of  the  city. 
At  an  early  hour  in  the  evening  a  large  body  of  the  city  watch,  the  silent 
watch,  and  the  day  police,  were  stationed  in  the  southern  section  of  the 
city,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  scenes  of  former  disturbances.  Recorder 
M'llvaine,  Mayor  Swift,  and  the  high  constables,  directed  the  motions 
of  this  body  of  police,  consisting  of  one  hundred  efficient  men.  Ahout 
eight  o'clock  a  crowd  assembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sixth  and  Se- 
venth and  Lombard  and  South-streets.  The  presence  of  the  police,  how- 
ever, prevented  any  manifestation  of  violence.  The  mob  continued  to 
increase  until  nine  o'clock,  and,  though  noisy,  were  still  intimidated  from 
a  violation  of  the  peace.  The  crowd,  or  at  lelist  the  riotous  part  of  it, 
consisted  of  the  very  lowest  classed,  with  apprentices  and  half-grown 
boys.  A  little  after  nine  o'clock,  the  mob  naving  increased  tg.  about 
fifteen  hundred  men,  the  cry  was  raised,  "  To  Small-street !  *•  and  the 
mob  rushed  in  that  direction. 

They  passed  down  Sixth-street  to  Small^street,  and  commenced  an 
assault  upon  four  or  five  houses  occupied  by  coloured  people  in  that 
street,  between  Fifth  and  Seventh-streets.  The  houses  were  mostly  de- 
serted, and  but  few  coloured  persons  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  mob. 
Those  that  were  caught  were  beaten  severely.  .  The  cry  of  the  mob  when 
a  coloured  man  was  caught,  was,  '*  Kill  him — ^beat  him — place  him 
under  the  pump,"  with  many  low  vociferations  and  blasphemous  exe* 
crations. 

They  proceeded  up  Small  to  Seventh-street,  and  di3wn  Seventh  to  Ship- 
pen-street.  Here  they  assailed  a  house  in  Shippen-street,  above  Sixth- 
street,  occupied  by  a  coloured  barber  and  several  white  women.  The 
house  was  deserted ;  and  the  mob,  having  examined  the  premises,  left 
them,  without  destroying  any  of  the  property.  This  barber  appeared  to 
be  an  object  of  peculiar  animosity,  and  the  house  was  revisited  and 
searched  several  times,  but  in  vain. 

The  mob  then  proceeded  up  Shippen-street  to  Eighth-street)  and  down 
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Eighth-street.  They  here  entered  what  is  termed  Red-rcxw^  a  eoUection 
of  small  frame  hofuses^  occupied  by  coloured  persons*  They  assailed  and 
broke  open  eight  or  nine  houses.  The  course  adopted  by  the  mob  was 
to  break  iu  the  doors  with  axes,  and  then  search  for  the  inmates.  If  they 
found  any  young  coloured  man^  they  beat  him  seyerely,  and  then  allowed 
him  to  go.  Old  men  and  women  were  not  injured.  The  rage  of 
the  mob  did  not,  howeter,  allow  them  to  go  through  such  a  series  of  out- 
rage without  many  acts  of  crueltyi  and  in  several  cases  the  treatment  of 
the  poor  defenceless  blacks  was  barbarous  in  the  extreme.  In  the  Red- 
row  they  found  several  persons,  who  were  summarily  punished  and 
released.  It  having  been  asserted  that  several  men  were  concealed  in 
the  chimney,  some  ruffian  applied  a  torch  to  burn  them  out  The  house 
was  quickly  in  a  flame. 

A  portion  of  the  mob  (it  being  now  about  ten  o'clock)  proceeded  from 
Red-row  to  Christian  and  Ninth -streets.     Here  they  assailed  several 
brick  and  frame  houses,  occupied  by  blacks.     Several  of  the  houses  were 
for  a  time  defended,  and  several  shots  were  fired  from  one  of  them. 
Five  discharges  took  place,  and  two  persons  were  seriously  injured.  The 
contents  of  a  musket  passed  through  the  body  of  one  sufferer,  and  the 
other  had  the  cap  of  his  knee  shot  off.     The  person  most  seriously  in- 
jured was  conveyed  to  the  hospital.     The  mob,  however,  succeeded  in 
breaking  in ;  but,  as  they  entered,  the  blacks  escaped  by  the  back  way. 
While  these  scenes  were  enacted,  the  fire  in  Red-row  had  risen  to 
some  height;    and  the  alarm  being  given,  our  gallant  firemen  has- 
tened to  the  spot ;  but  the  mob,  with  ruffian  violence,  ordered  them  not 
to  play  upon  the  fire.     Our  firemen,  however,  are  not  easily  intimi- 
dated, and  persisted  in  their  praiseworthy  efforts,  when  the  mob  be- 
came exceedingly  enraged,  and,  unmindful  of  the  protection  which  the 
firemen  have  so  often  extended  to  their  property,  cut  their  hose,  injured 
their  apparatus,  and  assailed  the  firemen  with  stones.     The  latter  how- 
ever stood  their  ground  like  men,  and  succeeded  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  an  hour,  in  subduing  the  fire,  and  the  still  more  savage  foe  that 
surrounded  them.     The  scene  presented  by  the  crowd  at  this  place  is 
described  to  us  as  truly  terrific.    The  clamour  and  confusion,  the  shout 
of  rage  and  the  cry  of  suffering,  as  some  one  sunk  under  the  blows  dealt 
with  almost  indiscriminate  fury ;  all  presented  a  scene  equally  singular 
and  terrifying.     It  must  be  observed  that  no  blacks  were  to  be  seen  in 
the  crowd  at  this  place.     It  was  a  contest  of  honest  and  respectable 
citizens  anxious  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  and  to  save  the  city  from 
conflagration  against  a  band  of  midnight  brawlers,  ready  with  club  and 
torch  to  sack  and  fire  the  houses  of  defenceless  and  unoffending  people. 

The.  fire  was  not  extinguished  until  about  half  past  eleven  o'clock. 
But  one  house  was  destroyed.  From  this  place  the  mob  proceeded  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Fitzwater  street  and  Passyunk  Road.  They  there 
attacked  and  entered  more  than  a  dozen  two  story  frame  houses.  They 
broke  the  doors  and  windows,  but  did  Httle  further  injury  to  property. 
Having  completed  these  devastations  in  that  neighbourhood,  they  returned 
to  Shippen  between  Sixth  and  Seventh-streets.  It  was  now  about  twelve 
o'clock.  They  entered  a  court  running  from  the  south  side  of  Shippen- 
street,  and  broke  open  three  houses.  In  one  of  these  a  black  man  deter- 
mined to  resist  the  lawless  violators  of  the  peace;  and  when  the  mob 
broke  into  his  houses  he  armed  himself  with  an  axe^  and  attempted  to 
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beat  them  back.  He  made  a  furieus  blowat  Ae  firftt  pe^BOtt  wdo 
entered,  but  a  door  beii^  pushed  open  betweenhim  and  the  object  of  his 
resentment,  partially  received  the  blow.  Had  not  this  happily  occurred, 
the  man  would  probably  have  been  killed ;  Mit  was,  the  axe  struck  him 
on  the  face,  and  cut  open  his  dieek  and  lip.  This  lawful  resistance  of 
midnight  violence  was  dreadfully  revenged  by  the  mob,  who  beat  the 
coloured  man  with  great  and  cruel  severity.  Had  not  constable  Hoffher 
interposed,  the  man,  who  has  always  been  peaceful  and  inoffensive, 
would  probably  have  been  killed. 

They  next  assailed  a  house  on  the  north  sideof  Shippen-street.  The 
doors  were  all  nailed,  and  considerable  delay  occurred  before  they 
effected  admission.  When  in  the  house,  every  door  was  found  to 
be  nailed,  and  still  further  delay  took  place  before  they  succeeded  in 
entering  the  chambers.  At  length  they  found  an  old  coloured  man  aiid 
woman  whom,  notwithstanding  their  disappointment,  they  left  untouched. 

From  thence  they  repaired  again  to  Small-street.  Here  the  crowd, 
yelling  and  blaspheming,  rioted  in  violence  and  outrage  wholly  unopposed. 
The  white  inhabitants  placed  candles  at  their  windows,  and  the  houses 
thus  distinguished  were  respected ;  all  the  others  were  broken  open. 
One  black  man  was  found  here  concealed  in  the  yard ;  he  was  given  up 
to  the  prey  of  the  savage  mob,  and  dreadfully  maltreated.  It  was  now 
after  one  o'clock,  and  when  our  informant  left  the  place.  Small-street 
was  still  occupied  by  the  enn^ed  mob. 

Several  houses  were  assailed  during  the  night  which  were  occupied  hy 
white  families.  This  was  done  either  from  mistake,  or  because  the  in- 
mates were  companions  of  coloured  people.  A  spectator  informs  us  that, 
when  one  house,  a  three  story  building,  was  attacked  so  terrified,  were 
the  inmates  and  so  anxious  to  escape,  that  several  dropped  from  the 
third  story  windows.  Many  revolting  occurrences  took  place  during  the 
night.  One  coloured  man  was  barbarously  mangled.  Another,  when 
his  house  was  attacked,  escaped  upon  the  roof.  The  mob  shouted  at 
him ;  and  in  his  perturbation  he  leaped  from  the  roof  and  alighted 
without  injury.     The  crowd  applauding  the  act,  allowed  him  to  escape. 

At  two  o'clock  the  mob  had  dispersed,  and  all  was  quiet. 
J  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  disgraceful  scenes  will  not  be  repeated. 
Assuredly  no  good  citizen  will  participate  in  them.  Efficient  police 
arrangements  will,  we  learn,  be  made  for  to-night ;  and  those  who  dare 
again  to  attempt  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  laws  will  probably  be 
apprehended  and  punished. 

It  would  be  well  if  respectable  citizens,  instead  of  swelling  the  crowd 
as  spectators,  would  remain  at  their  homes,  or,  if  they  desire  to  aid  in 
the  suppression  of  riots,  volunteer  and  be  sworn  in  as  members  of  the 
police. 


Frmi  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser^  1834. 

OUTRAGE   AGAINST    THE   BLACKS. 

This  was  a  scene  of  great  riot  and  disturbance :  the  voigeance  of  the 
mob  appeared  to  be  directed  entirely  against  the  blacks :  whenever  a 
coloured  person  appeared,  it  was  the  signal  of  combat,  fight, .  and  riot 
Five  houses  of  an  ordinary  character  were  principally  demolished. 
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Many  broken  heads  was  the  result  of  the  affray.  The  authority,  with 
Alderman  Ferris  and  Assistant  Alderman  Ballagh  at  their  head,  were 
very  active  indeed :  the  alderman  and  assistant  conducted  in  the  most 
energetic  manner,  and  seized  several,  whom  they  put  in  charge  of  the 
watch.  The  mob  made  it  a  rule  that  whenever  a  house  was  not  illu- 
minated by  candles  they  would  dash  in  the  windows.  In  this  way  the 
streets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Five  Points  presented  a  brilliant  appear- 
ance.   The  whole  neighbourhood  was  in  great  confusion  all  night. 


ANOTHER   RIOT    IN   CENTRE-STREET.       A   CHURCH   AND   FOUR    HOUSES 

INJURED. 

Two  o*clock, — ^We  have  just  returned  from  one  of  the  most  disgrace- 
ful scenes  we  have  ever  witnessed.  In  thirty  years'  acquaintance  with 
the  city,  nothing  has  ever  happened  to  compare  with  it.  At  eleven 
o'clock,  the  mob,  to  the  number  of  some  thousands,  commenced  their 
work  of  fiend-like  destruction  by  tearing  down  St.  Philip's  Episcopal 
Church  in  Centre-street,  and  occupied  by  a  coloured  congregation.  We 
stood  for  two  hours  witnessing  this  outrage. 

This  church  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Williams, 
one  of  the  most  inoffensive  men  in  the  city. 

For  more  than  two  hours  they  had  entire  possession  of  that  portion  of 
the  city,  without  any  one  to  molest  them. 


APPENDIX    V. 

ON   THE    MISERABLE  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOURING  CLASSES  IN 
THE  FREE  REPUBLIC  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

•  The  facts  collected  under  this  head,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 
poor  in  Philadelphia,  are  particularly  worthy  of  the  serious  perusal  of 
the  Chartists,  who  imagine  that  universal  suffrage,  vote  by  ballot,  &c., 
must  inevitably  improve  their  condition.  They  have  all  these  things  in 
the  United  States ;  and,  what  is  of  much  more  importance  to  a  people 
than  any  form  of  government,  they  have  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
most  fertile  countries  in  the  world,  the  best  land  being  in  many  places  at 
a  mere  nominal  price,  and  yet  the  labouring  classes  there  are  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  in  the  so  said  over-crowded,  aristocratic,  and  State-and-Church 
ridden  England.  To  enable  my  readers  fully  to  understand  the  following 
accounts  of  the  earnings  of  the  American  poor,  I  beg  to  inform  them  that 
a  cent  is  about  equal  to  our  half-penny,  a  cent  being  the  hundredth  part 
of  a  dollar,  which  is  worth  in  our  cunency  about  four  shillings  and  two- 
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pence.  Tfaas,  when  we  read  in  the  followhag  table  that  a  penoB  only 
earns  three  cents  and  a  fraction  per  day,  we  are  to  understand  that  that 
person's  earnings  are  about  three  halfpence  a  day. 


ExiracU  from  Reports  of  the  Benevolent  Association  of  Philadel^. 

Ladies*  Branch,  1937. 

f  "  In  the  month  of  December,  a  visiter  in  Moyamensing  found  a  widow 
and  two  children,  one  an  infant,  in  a  cellar,  destitute  of  wood»  food,  and 
clothing !  A  few  days  previously,  a  neighbour  found  her  lying  across 
the  infant's  cradle.  The  poor  creature  had  fainted  from  exhaustion- 
occasioned  by  want  of  nourishment." 

•*  Another  reports  having  visited  a  female,  also  ill,  whom  she  found  in 
a  garret,  without  food,  or  even  a  drop  of  water !  She  said,  that  except 
the  visiter,  she  had  not  seen  any  one  for  three  days !  She  was  supplied 
with  necessary  comforts,  but  <ued  in  a  few  days  !'*  "  Such,"  adds  the 
report,  "  are  the  scenes  your  visiters  are  called  to  witness,  at  times  deeply 
distressing ;  and  again  calculated  to  call  forth  gratitude  to  Him  who  em- 
ploys them  as  dispensers  of  his  mercies." 

The  following  statements  are  taken  from  the  Report  of  the  Ladies' 
Branch  for  1836:— 

"  A  case'of  wretchedness,  almost  without  a  parallel,  occurred  in  district 
No.  7.  It  was  owing  to  the  want  of  employment,  and  not  having  re- 
ceived wages  for  last  summer's  work."  - 

"  The  visiter  of  No.  5  says ;  I  have  never  before  met  with  such  utter 
misery  and  distress  *as  I  have  seen  in  several  instances  in  the  course  of 
my  visits  during  the  last  two  months — not  only  among  depraved,  but  the 
industrious  and  honest  labourers,  who  have  found  it  impossible  to  get 
work  during  the    e verity  of  the  winter." 

**  George  *  *  *  *  *,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  were  found  in  a 
dwelling,  ready  to  fall  down  with  age, — nothing  to  eat,  without  clothing, 
without  a  bed — the  floor  furnishing  their  only  resting-place !" 

"  Henry  *  *  ♦  *  *^  and  hig  wife,  live  in  what  may  be  called  a  closet; 
burning  coal  in  a  furnace  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  it  having  no  chim- 
ney. The  man  is  seventy- five  years  old,  his  wife  a  year  younger.  They 
receive  no  aid  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  as  they  refuse  to  go  into 
the  alms-house." 

"  One  *of  our  most  efficient  visiters  says :  *  Great  distress  has  pre- 
vailed this  winter.  Persons  who  have  never  asked  aid,  since  I  have  been 
a  visiter,  a  period  of  three  or  four  years,  have  this  winter,  owing  to  want 
of  employment,  received  aid.* 

**  The  visiters  found  many  industrious  worlhy  femides  without  wodc, 
and  unable  to  obtain  it,  whose  maintenance  depended  on  their  daily 
labour.  *  *  *  Accustomed  to  support  themselves,  many  of  them  would 
bear  the  privations  of  poverty,  rather  than  disclose  their  wants. 

"  The  visiter  in  section  1st,  of  district  No.  2,  observes — 

"  *  The  second  person  we  called  upon  was  destitute  of  fuel,  and  had 
been  during  three  of  the  coldest  days  this  winter !  without  a  stove,  food 
for  the  day,  or  work,  from  the  proceeds  of  which  she  might  procure  it ; 
yet  patient,  meek,  and  uncomplaining.  She  had  been  reared  in  the  lap  of 
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ease  and  indnlgenoe,  and  paamsed^  in  the .'  years  of  lier  married  life,  a 
fair  portion  of  this  world's  goods.'  '• 

The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  late  coroner,  Mr.  Dick* 
inson,  are  a  proper  petidant  to  the  above  statements,  and  ought  to  impose 
silence  on  those  whose  eloquence  is  so  often  and  so  perniciously  displayed 
in  a  cruel  clamour  against  the  dissoluteness  of  the  poor,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  benevolent  societies. 

1.  1835,  Dec.  6.  A  man  about  30  yean  of  age.  Verdict — Perished 
of  cold. 

2.  Dec.  8.  John  Johnson  had  been  sick  some  time ;  had  no  bed, 
no  doctor,  and  no  person  to  take  care  of  him.  Verdict — Perished  of  cold. 

3.  1836,  Jan.  10.  Unknown  man,  aged  about  35,  iroasen  in  the 
street  j  barefooted,  no  hat,  thin  clothes.    Verdict — Perished  of  cold. 

4.  Jan.  16.  Solomon  Dronsberry,  coloured  man,  aged  56.  Verdict 
— ^Perished  of  cold  in  a  cellar. 

5.  Jab  Smith,  a  coloured  man,  aged  46.  Verdict-— Perished  of  cold 
in  a  cellar;  no  bed,  no  fire,  no  nourishment. 

6.  Jan.  17.  Moses  Woodward,  a  coloured  man,  aged  40.  Verdict 
—Died in  a  cellar;  no  bed,  no  nourishment. 

7.  Jan.  24.     Coloured  man,  unknown.    Verdict^^Perished  of  cold. 

8.  Jan.  29.  George  Servis,  aged  35.  Ve^iot— 'Perished  of  coW 
and  want  of  care. 

9.  Feb.  3.  Clayton  Green,  coloured  man,  i^ed  25.^  Verdict*— 
Perished  of  cold. 

10.  Feb.  4.    Nancy  Brown.    Verdict — Perished  of  cold. 

11.  Feb.  8.     Benjamin  Gonasly.     Verdict-^Perished  of  cold. 

12.  Feb.  16.     A.  Brown. 


Extracts  frcym  the  Works  of  Matthew  Carey ^  Esq.y  on  the  Condition  of 

the  Poor  in  Philadelphia. 

From  ^*  An  Appeal  to  the  Wealthy  of  the  LandJ^ — Ji/ne,  1833. 
A  Committee  was  appointed  by  a  Town  Meeting  on  the  14th  June, 
1833,  to  consider  the  inadequacy  of  the  wages  paid  to  women  employed 

in  sewing  and  other  branches  of  needle-work. 

*  «  «  « 

To  simplify  the  subject,  we  annex  a  synopsis  of  the  result  of  their 
painful  labours.  We  do  not  advert  to  the  prices  given  by  different  bene- 
volent societies,  because,  in  the  iirst  place,  the  work  done  for  them  bears 
but  a  small  proportion  to  the  whole,  and  secondly,  because  their  opera- 
tions are  generally  confined  to  the  winter  season. 


Per  piece. 
12^  cents. 
10       „ 

8 


9» 


Per  week. 

112^  cts. 
90     „ 
72      „ 


Net  receipts,  per  day. 
9      cents. 
5  3-4 


3  1-7   „ 


Rent  per  week. 
50  cents. 
50     „ 
50     „ 

Are  we  not  warranted,  fellow-citizens,  in  the  assumption  that  a  re- 
morseless cupidity,  which  has  reduced  the  wages  of  those  women  below 
the  amount  necessary  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life  forces  on  them 
the  awful  alternatives — ^mendicity — starvation— the  alms-house — or  a  life 
of  licentiousness,  to  which  a  crowded  and  luxurious  population  holds  out 
so  many  allurements — a  life  which  "  renders  them  a  disgrace  to  their  own 
sex,  and  a  curse  and  a  scourge  to  ours."    And  it  is  a  melancholy  and  de- 
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plorable  fact,  that  the*  ill-fated  class  here  referred  to  has,  as  we  are  credi- 
bly informed,  greatly  increased  of  late,  in  consequence  of  "the  utter 
impossibility  (according  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Van  Rensselaer,  con- 
firmed by  that  of  Justice  Wyman)  of  procuring  the  necessaries  of  life 
by  honest  industry." 

Let  us  not,  fellow-citizens,  **  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  our  souls" 
that  this  hideous  picture  is  "  a  fancy  sketch,"  drawn  to  excite  a  morbid 
sensibility !  Would  to  heaven  it  were !  But  unfortunately  it  is  a  dreadful 
reality,  susceptible  of  judicial  proof,  to  which  we  wish  it  submitted,  to 
remove  the  last  ray  of  doubt  from  the  minds  of  the  most  sceptical.  And 
perhaps  the  worst  feature  in  the  case,  is,  that  it  is  not  temporary,  that 
might  be  expected  to  pass  o£f  with  the  present  prostration  of  trade  and 
commerce.  Were  this  the  case,  we  might  feel  some  consolation,  and 
submit  without  murmuring  to  the  present  distress. 

The  industry  and  virtue  of  the  labouring  poor  appear  undeniable,  from 
the  faqt,  that  there  is  no  occupation,  however  deleterious  or  disgraceful, 
at  which  there  is  any  diflBculty  in  procuring  labourers,  even  at  the  most 
inadequate  wages.  The  labour  on  canals  in  marshy  situations,  in  atmos- 
pheres replete  with  pestilential  miasmata,  is  full  proof  on  this  point. 
Although  the  almost  certain  consequence  of  labouring  in  such  situations 
is  a  prostration  of  health,  and  danger  of  life — and  that  no  small  portion 
of  the  labourers,  as  I  have  already  stated,  return  to  their  families  in  the 
fall  or  winter  with  health  and  vigour  destroyed,  and  labouring  under 
protracted  fevers  and  agues,  which  in  many  cases  undermine  their  con- 
stitutions, and  return  in  after^years,  and  too  often  hurry  them  prema- 
turely into  eternity — their  places  are  readily  supplied  by  other  victims 
who  offer  themselves  up  on  the  altars  of  industry. 

This  is  one  of  those  decisive  facts  which  ought  to  silence  cavil  for  ever 
on  this  important  subject. 

-  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  appalling  case  of  seamstresses,  employed  on 
coarse  work,  and  to  that  of  spoolers  ;  and  here  "  I  will  a  tale  unfold,  to 
harrow  up  the  soul"  of  all  those  endowed  with  feelings  of  humanity. 

Coarse  shirts  and  duck  pantaloons  are  frequently  made  for  eight  and 
tien  cents.  The  highest  rate  in  the  United  States,  with  two  highly  ho- 
nourable exceptions,  which  I  shall  notice  presently,  is  12^  cents.  Wo- 
men, free  from  the  incumbrance  of  children,  in  perfect  health,  and  with 
constant,  uninterrupted  employment,  cannot,  by  the  testimony  of  ladies 
of  the  first  respectability,  who  have  fully  scrutinized  the  affair,  make 
more  than  nine  shirts  per  week,  working  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hours  per 
day,  and  possessing  considerable  expertness. 

The  Boston  Society  for  the  employment  of  seamstresses,  of  which  I 
know  not  the  exact  title,  pays,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  but  ten  cents 
for  those  shirts,  thus  limiting  the  ill-fated  women  to  90  cents  per  week, 
if  fully  employed,  which  is  seldom  the  case.  Kent  of  rooms  in  Boston 
is  higher  than  here ;  but  suppose  it  the  same,  there  remain  for  food, 
drink,  clothes,  fuel,  soap,  candles,  &c.,  40  cents  per  week,  or  less  than 
six  cents  (three  pence)  per  day  ! 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  J,  W.  fFyman^  a  New  York  Police  Magistrale, 

«  Neio  York,  Jan,  25,  1830. 
"  It  is  most  undoubtedly  true  that  the  compensation  which  poor  women 
with  small  children  obtain  for  their  labour  is  so  scanty^  that  the  least  in- 
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tcrruption  in  their  accustomed  employment  occasions  a  corresponding 
diminution  in  their  receipts,  and  they  are  at  once  (for  they  literally  live 
from  hand  to  mouth)  compelled  to  raise  the  means  in  some  other  way, 
and  none  so  ready  or  convenient,  prohahly,  as  to  send  some  article  of 
wearing  apparel  as  a  pledge  for  the  sum  required.  Every  casualty  in 
such  a  family  will  subject  them  to  a  similar  inconvenience,  until  every 
article  in  their  possession  has  disappeared,  and  they  are  left  to  starve, 
unless  the  hand  of  charity  is  extended  for  their  relief. 

"  The  evils  arising  from  the  inadequate  compensation  given  for  most 
kinds  of  female  labour  are  by  no  means  confined  to  their  poverty.  It  is 
frequently  the  case,  and  my  own  experience  enables  me  to  speak  with 
confidence,  that  women  of  this  description  are  obliged  to  keep  their 
children  in  the  streets,  either  to  beg,  or  by  some  light  employment  to 
earn  a  penny  through  the  day :  this  leads  to  bad  associations,  and  fre- 
quently to  crime.  Of  the  children  brought  before  me  for  pilfering,  nine 
out  of  ten  are  those  whose  fathers  are  dead,  and  who  live  with  their  mo- 
thers, and  are  employed  in  this  way.  The  petty  plunder  obtained  in 
this  way  finds  a  ready  market  at  some  old  junk-shop,  and  the  avails  are 
in  part  carried  home  as  the  earnings  of  honest  labour." 


Copy  of  a  Statement  signed  hy  thirty  Philadelphia  Ladies  ofresp^ta- 
bilityy  intelligence^  and  competence  to  decide  on  the  subject. 

"  Phladelphia,  June  bth,  1830. 

"  The  undersigned,  having  seriously  considered  the  case  of  those  seam- 
stresses who  work  in  their  own  lodgings,  and  whose  dependence  is  on 
their  needles,  are  convinced  that  the  prices  they  receive  for  their  work 
are  inadequate  for  their  support ;  that  expert  seamstresses,  if  fully  em- 
ployed, and  unincumbered  with  children,  cannot  make  more,  working 
early  and  late,  than  eight  or  nine  shirts,  or  duck  pantaloons,  per  week ; 
that  the  highest  price  paid  here  for  those  articles  is  12]^  cents  each, 
which  amounts  only  to  one  dollar  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  week :  that 
the  women  in  question  almost  universally  pay  50  cents  per  week  for 
their  lodgings,  which  leaves  but  62^  cents  per  week,  or  9  cents  per  day, 
for  meat,  dnnk,  clothing,  fuel,  &c.,  for  an  expert  woman,  constantly  em- 
ployed, and  without  children !  That  cases  very  frequently  occur  of  iBe 
above  articles  being  made  for  10,  and  even  for  8,  and  sometimes  for  6 
cents  ;  and  that  these  women  are  frequently  unemployed ;  that  many  of 
them  are  widows,  who  formerly  lived  in  affluence ;  that  no  small  number 
are  aged  and  infirm,  and  unfit  for  any  other  occupation  ;  that  the  occa- 
sional want  of  employment  and  sickness  make  a  serious  drawback  on 
their  slender  means  of  support ;  that  many  of  them,  but  for  the  assist- 
ance they  receive  from  charitable  individuals  and  benevolent  societies, 
would  not  only  be  unable  to  pay  their  rent,  but  be  often  sorely  distressed 
for  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life  !  Taking  the  whole  of  these 
afflicting  circumstances  under  consideration,  they  strongly  recommend 
their  case  to  the  consideration  of  the  public  at  large,  but  more  particularly 
to  that  of  those  by  whom  they  are  employed,  in  the  hope  that  some  alle- 
viation of  the  sufferings  of  this  numerous  class  may  be  devised  and 
effected. 

"  Various  other  species  of  female  labour'are  equally  ill  paid,  particu* 
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larly  those  of  spoolers  and  winders  of  thread ;  but  they  have  not  judged 
it  necessary  to  go  into  more  particulars."* 

Philadelphia,  May  24<A,  1830. 

*^*  The  ladies'  names  are  omitted  from  motives  of  delicacy. 


Testimony  of  leading  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  the  above 

certificate. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  peruse  this  statement  without  extreme  regret  and 
surprise  that  such  a  state  of  things  should  have  existed  in  this  flourish- 
uig  city,  wholly  unknown,  as  it  must  have  been,  to  the  mass  of  our  citi- 
zens. That  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  women  referred  to  calls  loudly 
for  a  remedy,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable,  cannot  for  a  moment  be 
doubted.  That  a  complete  and  radical  remedy  is  practicable,  we  do  uot 
flatter  ourselves,  while  the  demand  for  employment  so  far  exceeds  the 
demand  for  that  species  of  labour. 

"  Cadwallader  Evans,  Paul  Beck,  Jud. 

Matthew  L.  Be  van,  Henry  Troth, 

Samuel  Richards,  J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.D. 

Henrt  Kuhl,  Samuel  Hildeburn, 

Thomas  Latimer,  Benjamin  Tucker, 

"  Robert  Ralston,  James  Grat, 

William  Meredith,  Peter  Hill, 

Alexander  Henry,  L.  P.  Gebhard,  M.D. 

Rev.  G.  R.  Livingston,  Samuel  D.  Breed, 

Solomon  Allen,  W.  Garrigues,  Jud. 

James  Taylor,  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D. 

Coleman  Sellers,  Matthew  Caret. 
Andrew  Bayard, 

"  Philadelphia,  June  10,  1830." 

Those  seamstresses  encumbered  with  children,  or  in  indififerent  health, 
or  inexpert,  cannot  make  more  than  six  or  seven  shirts.  They  are, 
moreover,  as  I  have  already  stated,  very  partially  enxi^oyed.  But 
laying  aside  all  the  various^disad vantages  and  drawbacks,  and  placing 
the  circumstances  in  the  most  favourable  point  of  light,  let  us  consider 
the  case  of  a  woman  in  perfect  health,  without  children,  and  with  unin- 
terrupted employment ;  and  see  the  result  of  her  painful  labours,  and  bow 
little  attention  is  paid  to  the  awful  denunciation  against  those  that  '*  grind 
the  faces  of  the  poor."  Allowing  nine  shirts  per  week,  at  12^  cents,  and 
constant,  uninterrupted  employment,  let  us  view  the  appalling  result:— 

dls.  cts.      dls.  cts. 

9  shirts  per  week— 1.1 2J       -        -       Per  annum      -      58  50 

Rent  at  .50  cents 26  00 

Shoes  and  clothes,  suppose     -        -         -        *         10  00 
Fuel  per  week,  say  15  cents  -        -         -        -  7  80 

Soap,  candles,  &c.,  8  cents    ....  4  16 

Remain  for  food  and  drink  20  cents  per  week,  or  about 
2f  cents  per  day        -        -        -         -        -         10  54 


58  50 

*  A  similar  statemeat  has  been  signed  by  a  number  of  ladies  in  New  Toik  and 
Baltimore. 


dlf. 

cts. 

dls.  cts. 

• 

36  40 

41  96 

11 

56 

36  40 
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Bat  Buppoie  the  woman  to  have  one  or  two  children ;  to  work  for  ten 
cents,  which  is  not  helow  the  usual  average ;  to  be  a  part  of  her  time 
unemployed,  say  one  day  in  each  week ;  and  to  make,  of  course,  six,  but 
say  seven  shirts  : — 


7  shirts,  or  70  cents  per  week,  is,  per  annum 
Rent,  fuel,  soap,  candles,  &c.  as  before     - 
Deficit         .        -     '  - 


Here  is  no  declamation;  no  pathetic  appeal;  no  solemn  invoca- 
tion, to  arouse  the  dormant  feelings  of  humanity.  It  is  all  a  plain 
statement  of  harrowing  facts  that  defy  the  severest  scrutiny.  It  exhi- 
bits a  state  of  suffering  which,  I  had  almost  said,  cries  to  Heaven  for 
vengeance. 

In  speaking  of  the  effect  on  some  of  the  unfortunate  seamstresses,  to 
drive  them  to  licentious  courses,  I  ought  to  use  the  strongest  language 
the  subject  would  admit  of,  in  order  to  make  a  deep  impiiession  on  the 
reader,  somewhat  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  and  the 
enormity  of  the  oppression  under  which  they  groan.  A  due  consider- 
ation of  their  actual  situation,  and  the  gloomy  prospects  before  them, 
would  lead,  d  priori^  to  anticipate  such  a  deplorable  and  fatal  result. 
Beset  on  one  side  by  poverty  and  wretchedness,  with  scanty  and  poor 
fare,  miserable  lodgings,  clothing  inferior  in  quality  and  often  inadequate 
in  quantity,  without  the  most  distant  hope  of  a  melioration  of  condition, 
by  a  course  of  honest  and  unremitting  industry ;  and,  on  the  other  side, 
tempted  by  the  allurements  of  present  enjoyment,  comfortable  apart- 
ments, fiiie  dress,  with  a  round  of  pleasures :  all  these  held  out  by  vice 
and  crime  to  entice  them  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  is  it  wonderful  that 
many  of  them  fall  victims,  and  enter  on  the  "  broad  path  that  leads  to 
destruction?"  Is  not  the  trial  almost  too  severe  for  poor  human  na- 
ture ?  Let  those  who  pass  a  heavy  censure  on  them,  and  are  ready  ex- 
ultingly  to  cry  out,  with  the  Pharisees  in  the  gospel,  "  Thank  Grod,  we 
are  not  like  one  of  these, "  ponder  well  what  might  have  been  their  con- 
duct in  similar  circumstances. 

But  that  this  is  too  often  the  result  does  not  depend  on  an  elaborate 
process  of  reasoning,  which,  notwithstanding  its  plausibility,  might  lead 
to  erroneous  conclusions.  We  have  the  evidence  of  various  citizens, 
whose  opportunities  duly  qualify  them  to  decide  the  question  by  the  in- 
fallible test  of  facts. 


New  York,  5th  Aprii,  1830. 
"  My  DEAR  Sir, 

•'  The  subject  of  conversation  at  our  last  interview  is  one  of  greeat  im- 
portance in  every  well-regulated  community,  and  ^cannot  fail  to  interest 
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every  benevoleni  mind.  I  mean  the  inadequate  price  usually  paid  for 
female  labour,  partic^arly  to  poor  widows  who  are  burdened  with  small 
children.  It  is  a  subject  which  ought  to  arouse  the  feelings  of  every 
philanthropist :  for  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  from  my  own  obser- 
vation, as  one  of  the  acting  magistrates  of  this  city,  that  no  inconsidera- 
ble portion  of  female  distress  and  female  depravity  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  very  scanty  remuneration  they  receive  for  honest  industry.  I  hope, 
therefore,  most  sincerely,  that  your  unceasing  efforts  in  the  cause  you 
have  go  disinterestedly  espoused  will  be  crowned  with  ultimate  success. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 
"  Mr.  Carey."  ^     "  John  W.  Wyman. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Ezra  Stiles  Ely^  D.D. 

"  From  intimate  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  industrious  poor,  for 
eighteen  years  past,  both  in  New  York  and  in  this  city-,  I  am  constrained 
to  say,  that  your  remarks  concerning  the  inadequate  payment  which 
females  receive  for  their  labour  are  just,  and  ought  deeply  to  affect 
every  benevolent  person,  who  has  any  wish  to  do  justly,  and  see  honest 
industry  suitably  rewarded.  A  common  slave,  in  the  states  of  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  is  much  better  compensated  for  his  labour,  by 
his  necessary  food,  clothing,  lodging,  and  medicines,  than  many  respec- 
table mothers  and  daughters  in  this  city,  who  apply  themselves  diligently 
to  their  work,  two  hours  for  every  one  occupied  by  the  negro  in  his  mas- 
ter's service.    Your  remarks  will  apply  to  the  folding  and  stitching  of 

books,  to  the  sewing  of  carpet  rugs,  to  the  binding  of  shoes no 

less  than  to  the  work  done  for  the  army  and  navy.'' 


PHILADELPHIA  POOR  LAWS. 

It  is  due  to  those,  says  Mr.  Carey,  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  abor- 
tive attempt  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  prohibitory  clause  in  the  poor- 
law,  to  state  the  situation  in  1 835  of  the  out-door  poor,  on  whom  that 
clause  first  operated,  and  to  wliom  it  gave  the  alternatives— the  alms- 
house, where  a  moral  classification  is  impracticable — mendicity— or 
starvation.  Not  one  of  them,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  guar- 
dians, having  gone  into  the  almshouse,  the  alternatives  [were  reduced  to 
mendicity  or  starvation*.  It  is  due,  I  say,  to  those  persons  to  make 
this  statement,  in  order  to  prove  that  their  zeal  and  ardour  were 
expended  in  a  cause  which  could  plead  in  its  defence  every  feeling  of 
benevolence — every  sentiment  of  humanity — every  impulse  of  the  divine 
quality  of  charity— -and  the  most  imperative  of  the  mandates  of  tlic 
Christian  religion. 

Statement  of  the  out-door  poor  in  1835,  assuming  that  ihe  numbers 
and  disorders  were  about  the  same  as  in  1830,  when  the  last  statistics 
on  the  subject  were  published : — 
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3^3 

Infirmary 

^^ 

152 

Asthma,  Scrofula,  Dumb, 

,  Blind 

Sicknes8(diseasesnotinentioned)53 

and  Deaf,  Idiot,  Bed-ridden, 

Blind         -         -     ■    - 

• 

50 

Phthisic,  Diseases  of  the  Heart, 

Crippled 

- 

42 

Tic  Douloureux,  Overgrown, 

Consumption 

- 

29 

Pleurisy,  Fistula,  Curvature  of 

Rheumatism     - 

- 

31 

Spine,  Diseased  Back, 

Cata- 

Lame         .         -         - 

- 

10 

ract.  Leprosy  - 

-     24 

Liver  Complaint 

■ 

6 

Old  Age 

74 

Sore  Legs   -        -        - 

- 

11 

On  account  of  Children 

-     31 

Palsy       - 

- 

11 

Fits            -        -         - 

«■ 

5 

549 

Dropsy    - 

- 

5 

Females 

498 

Ruptured    -         -         - 

- 

7 

Males 

51 

Sore  Eyes 

- 

5 

Children 

372 

Deranged   .        -         - 

■M 

3 

921 

King's  Evil     - 

- 

3       Widows 

-  406* 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  their  respective  ages : — 

Between 

10 

and    20             4 

20 

, ,     30           26 

30 

, ,     40           42 

i 

40 

, ,     50          40 

50 

, ,     60          47 

Below  60,  159 

60 

,,     70         154 

¥ 

10 

,,     80         161 

80 

, ,     90          60 

90 

,,100             9 

100  and  upwards,      6 

Above  60, 390t 

549 

Ought  not  the  following  emphatical  denunciation,  strongly  bearing 
on  the  present  case,  to  have  prevented  the  enaction,  or,  after  enact- 
ment, to  have  secured  the  repeal,  of  the  obnoxious  clause? 

^*  Depart  from  me for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no 

meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink  ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye 
took  me  not  in ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not ;  sick  and  in  prison,  and 

ye  visited  me  not As  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to 

me."— Matt.  xxv.  42, 43. 

Lives  there  a  man  of  kindly  or  benevolent  feeling,  who  contemplates 
this  mass  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  calculated  to  call  forth  any  latent 
spark  of  benevolence  or  sympathy  lurking  in  the  heart  of  a  Shylock,  who 
will  not  deplore  the  misplaced  economy  that  precluded  these  pitiable  ob- 
jects from  the  miserable  pittance — 431  cents  per  week — ^by  which,  with 
their  slender  earnings,  or  the  aid  of  friends,  they  were  enabled  to  live  in 
their  usual  domiciles  ?  How  revolting  the  idea  of  the  destitute  situation 
£u  which  the  obnoxious  clause  placed  them !     Is  it  not  overwhelming 


*  Hazard's  Register^  vol.  vt.  p.  266. 


t  Ibid. 


/ 


394  APFBNzax  y. 

proof  of  the  prudent  administratiiMi  of  the  relief  of  the  out-door  poor, 
when  the  average  weekly  expenditure  on  these  549  deplorable  objects 
was  only  46j  cents  ? 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  the  two  classes  who  have  an  unconquerable 
aversion  to  the  almshouse.  The  first  is  composed  of  those  who  have  seen 
better  dajFs,  who  have  lived  in  comfort,  and  many  of  them  in  affluence, 
and  who  have  such  a  degree  of  self-respect  as  revolts  at  the  idea  of  the 
d^adation  of  an  almshouse.  The  second,  women  with  one  or  more  chil- 
dren, possessed  of  those  estimable  feelings  which  nature  has  planted  in  the 
maternal  breast  for  the  wisest  purposes,  and  who  are  ready  to  suffer,  and 
do  suffer,  the  extremity  of  distress,  rather  than  part  with  their  offspring, 
which  they  must  do  if  they  go  into  the  almshouse. 

Let  every  person  actuated  by  genuine  sentiments  of  humanity  answer 
the  question,  whether  the  revolting  alternative  above  stated  ought  to  have 
been  forced  upon  these  classes  ? 

Let  me  state  two  cases  out  of  a  hundred  that  might  be  produced.^ 
The  daughter  of  a  citizen  high  in  the  confidence  of  General  Washington, 
and  widow  of  a  respectable  merchant,  has  been  reduced  so  low  by  the 
bankruptcy  and  death  of  her  husband,  as  to  depend  on  out-door  relief. 
Fortunately  she  has  no  child.  Another,  widow  of  a  respectable  merchant, 
with  a  child,  has  during  the  past  winter  endured  the  utmost  extremity  of 
distress,  rather  than  go  into  the  almshouse  and  part  with  her  child.  Ought 
these  women,  and  scores  of  others  similarly  circumstanced,  to  be  forced 
into  the  almshouse  ? 

There  is  in  this  house  a  captain  of  a  vessel,  who  for  years  sailed  out  of 
Philadelphia,  and  who  costs  the  public  above  a  dollar  a  week ;  whereas 
a  weekly  allowance  of  half  a  dollar,  with  the  aid  of  his  friends,  would 
have  sufficed  to  maintain  him  in  lodgings.  Ai}d  such  is  the  difference  of 
expense  in  every  case  of  an  adult  going  into  the  almshouse.  Thus  eco- 
nomy and  humanity  are  equally  violated  by  this  Qdious  clause. 
•  *  *  «        '  « 

Extract  of  ajetterfrom  the  Rev.  Mr,  Dupuy. 

"  Philadelphia. 

*^  Dear  Sir, — As  you  are  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  avenge  amount 
of  wages  paid  to  some  of  the  poor,  I  send  you  an  individual  whose  case  is 
peculiarly  hard.  I  know  the  woman  to  be  a  person  who  would  on  no  ac- 
count deviate  from  the  truth.  She  gets  ten  dollars  per  quarter  for  wash- 
ing, and  frequently  washes  eight  dozen  of  clothes  per  week — she  finding 
soap,  starch,  fuel,  &c.    This  is  about  ten  cents  per  dozen. 

*'  Your  obedient  servant, 
\J'  Mr.  M.  Carey."  "  Charles  M.  D\mn, 

My  object  is  to  consider  the  case  of  those  whose  services  are  so  inade- 
quately remunerated,  owing  to  the  excess  of  labour  beyond  the  demand 
for  it,  that  they  can  barely  support  themselves  while  in  good  health  and 
fully  employed ;  and,  of  course,  when  sick  or  unemployed  must  perish, 
unless  relieved  by  charitable  individuals,  benevolent  societies,  or  the 
guardians  of  the  poor.  I  use  9ie  word  "  perish"  with  due  deliberation, 
and  a  full  conviction  of  its  appropriate  application  to  the  case,  however 
revolting  it  may  seem  to  the  reader :  for  as  these  people  depend  for  daily 
support  on  tiieir  daily  or  weekly  wages,  they  are,  when  those  wages  are 
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stopped  by  whatever  means,  utterly  deatitute  of  wherewith  to  support  their 
existence,  and  actually  become  paupers ;  and  therefore,  without  the]  aid 
above  stated,  would,  I  repeat,  "  perish"  of  want. 

The  crisis  of  sufiering  through  which  this  class  about  three  years  since 
]>a8sed  here  and  elsewhere,  and  the  occurrence  of  similar  suflfering  in  all 
hard  winters  (and,  in  other  seasons,  from  sickness  and  destitution  of  em- 
ployment), often  without  receiving  that  extra  aid  which  such  a  state  of 
things  loudly  demands,  appears  to  require  a  sober  and  serious  investiga- 
tion, in  order  to  probe  to  the  bottom  so  deplorable  a  state  of  things, 
whereby  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  such  a  large  portion  of  humau  be- 
ings are  so  cruelly  shipwrecked,  and  to  ascertain  what  are  the  causes  of 
the  evil,  and  whether  it  be  susceptible  of  any  remedy. 

*  41  •  •  « 

It  often  happens  that  individuals  who  have  for  a  long  time  struggled 
with  distress  and  difficulties,  and,  with  a  laudable  spirit  of  pride  and 
self-respect,  which  cannot  be  too  carefully  cherished,  shrunk  from  the 
degradation  of  a  dependence  on  the  guaitlians  of  the  poor,  are  on  the 
point  of  giving  way  in  a  time  of  severe  pressure,  but,  being  then  tempo- 
rarily relieved  by  a  benevolent  society,  are  rescued  from  this  painful 
necessity.  Whereas  they  might  otherwise  sink  into  permanent  paupers, 
and  ultimately  cost  the  public  ten  times  as  much  as  the  amount  which 
rescued  them  from  this  degradation. 


Extract  from  a  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Female  Hospitable  Society. 

"  Thb  Managerii  of  the  Female  Hospitable  Society  state,  that  in  their 
opinion  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  distress  among  the  industrious 
poor  originates  in  the  low  prices  of  women's  wages,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  constant  employment. 

**  This  society  has  never  been  able  to  give  work  to  one-fourth  of  those 
who  apply,  even  in  the  most  flourishing  state  of  its  funds :  now  not 
more  than  one  in  ten  receives  any  ! 

"  Mart  A.  Sntder,  Governess  F,  H,  Society. 
"  Margaret  Silver,  Secretary" 

So  far  as  regards  canal  labourers,  the  sickness  and  mortality  among 
them  form  a  painful  drawback  on  the  benefits  mankind  derive  from  their 
labours.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable,  indeed  it  is  almost  certain,  that 
among  the  whole  number  employed,  five  per  cent,  return  to  their  families 
in  the  winter,  with  broken  constitutions,  by  fevers  and  agues,  one-half  of 
whom  are  carried  o£f  to  an  untimely  grave.  Those  that  escape  this  state 
often  linger  for  years  in  a  state  of  debility,  subject  to  occasional  returns 
of  their  pcdnful  and  enervating  disorder. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Queen^   Matron  of  the  Philadelphia 

Provident  Society, 

**  Sir, — As  far  as  I  can  judge,  from  what  the  women  told  me  last  win- 
ter, I  should  think  that  at  least  six  hundred  of  them  were  widows.  At 
least  two-thirds  of  them  said  they  had  children  to  support.  The 
recompense  they  received  averaged  about  fifty  cents  per  week,  while 
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they  took  out  work.     Few  of  them  lived  in  the  city.    The  greater  part 
of  them  came  from  Kensington,  Northern  Liberties,  and  Southwark.  ^ 
"  Mr,  M.  Carey,'' 

i  Those  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  complain  of  the  oppression  of  our 
poor-laws  will  learn  with  surprise,  that,  of  the  live  hundred  and  forty-nine 
out' door  paupers,  there  were  no  less  than  three  hundred  and  ninety  above 
sixty  years  of  age,  and  six  above  one  hundred.  Almost  all  of  these  were 
in  a  state  of  superannuation,  fifty  of  them  wer^e  blind,  and  four  hundred 
and  six  of  the  whole  number,  as  1  have  already  stated,  were  widows. 

In  our  own  almshouse  there  were,  when  I  last  visited  it,  about  sixteen 
hundred  paupers.  I  had  often  heard  it  said  that  many  found  shelter 
there  who  did  not  require  or  deserve  any  asylum  of  that  description.  I 
endeavoured  to  satisfy  myself  how  far  this  suggestion  was  founded  in  fact. 
After  having  seen  every  individual  under  the  poor-house  roof,  and  con- 
versed with  a  great  proportion  of  them,  I  left  the  establishment  with  a 
conviction  that  none  were  there  as  paupers  who  could  with  any  humanity 
be  turned  out. 

It  may  be  asked  why,  as  the  session  of  the  legislature  is  closed,  broach 
the  subject  now  ?  It  is  to  prepare  the  public  for  a  joint  effort,  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  session,  to  remove  from  the  code  of  the  state  this 
foulest  of  foul  stains,  which  is  a  century  behind  even  the  new  British 
poor-law,  whereby  out-door  relief  is  granted  to  the  infirm,  and  to  all  be- 
yond sixty  years  of  age. 

Report  of  the  English  Poor-law  Commissioners ^  July,  1837,  p.  50. 

**  We  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that,  in  endeavouring  to  give  effect 
to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  we  have  especial  regard  to  tihe  case  of 
the  aged  and  infirm.  We  have,  as  respects  the  whole  class,  considered 
that  they  are  the  last  who  should  be  subject  to  any  serious  inconvenience 
by  the  change.  Our  orders  for  the  discontinuance  of  out-door  relief  re- 
late mainly  to  the  able-bodied.  Persons  above  sixty  years  of  age  being 
specially  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  rule." 

Is  there  a  Pennsylvanian  who  reads  the  above  humane,  charitable,  and 
Christian  rule,  that  will  not  blush  crimson  red  at  the  humiliating  con- 
trast of  our  system  ?  ^.     M.  C. 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1838. 


The  following  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  situation  of  hunareds  of  the 
decent  poor  of  the  city.  I  have  known  the  deponent  for  years,  and  be- 
lieve her  to  be  honest,  industrious,  sober,  and  frugal : — 


support ;  that  she  depends  for  a  living  on  washing  and  spooling ;  that 
both  kinds  of  work  are  very  scarce ;  that  she  has  during  the  present  year 
received  from  the  guardians  of  the  poor  only  three-eighths  of  a  cord  of 
wood.  her 

I  "  Margaret  +  M*Evot." 

mark 
I   Sworn  and  subscribed  Dec.  23, 1837,  before  JohnBinns,  Alderman.  ; 
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"  Facts  are  Btubbom  tlilngB,"  and  cannot  be  set  aside  by  prejudices, 
however  inveterate,  or  declamation,  however  plausible.  Can  the  charge 
of  idleness  be  substantiated  against  poor  females,  when  one  thousand  to 
fifteen  hundred  have  applied  weekly  to  the  Provident  Society,  some  from 
great  distances,  (one  or  two  miles,)  and  received  as  a  favour  four  shirts 
per  week,  at  12^ cents,  (last  winter  15  cents)?  When  the  Female 
Hospitable  Society  has  had  annually  about  five  hundred  applicants  for 
work  ?  The  numerous  applications  for  work  to  the  Union  Benevolent 
Association  equally  discredit  the  cliarge  of  idleness.  Do  not  these  strong 
facts  give  the  lie  direct  to  the  assumption  ? 

"  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  average  wages  of  these  women,  and 
those  employed  for  slop-shops,  do  not  exceed  100  cents,  at  all  events 
not  more  than  1 10,  per  week,  (they  generally  pay  50  cents  per  week  for 
their  miserable  lodgings,)  leaving  them  a  pittance  of  50  or  60  cents  for 
food  and  clothing  for  themselves  and  children,  when  they  have  any,  as 
a  large  portion  of  them  have ! — Idem, 

^  The  sufferings  of  the  respectable  portion  of  the  poor  of  our  city  are 
occasionally  extremely  harrowing,  and  exceed  credibility.  Cases  have 
occurred  of  women  who  have  lain  in,  in  rooms  without  a  spark  of  fire;  of 
persons  perishing  with  cold,  who  had  cut  up  articles  of  furniture  for  want 
of  other  fuel ;  of  mothers  putting  their  children  to  bed  without  a  morsel 
of  bread,  when  they  were  crying  for  food;  of  some  wholly  destitute  of 
means  of  earning  a  dollar  for  weeks  together ;  of  three  families  occupy- 
ing one  small  room;  of  women  turned  out^  into  the  street  for  want  of 
wherewith  to  pay  their  rent ;  and  other  circumstances  equidiy  appalling. 
These  scenes  are  owing  chiefly  to  the  wealthy  being  utterly  unable  to 
realize  them,  as  they  rarely  ever  see  poverty  but  under  its  most  revolting 
form,  beggary ;  and  to  the  zealots  who  preach  against  relief  of  the  poor 
as  injurious  to  society ! — Tdem» 

A  sore  evil  exists  in  our  city — a  false  view  of  the  situation  and  claims  of 
the  poor,  by  the  most  wealthy  of  our  citizens,  notwithstanding  the  very 
high  character  Philadelphia  bears  for  its  benevolent  institutions.  How 
can  this  evil  be  removed  but  by  a  full  and  free  exposure  ?  And  let  it  be 
observed  that,  with  a  few  splendid  exceptions,  the  most  wealthy  of  our 
citizens  contribute  comparatively  little  or  nothing  toward  the  support  of 
those  institutions,  which  depend  almost  altogether  on  the  middle  class  of 
society.  The  melancholy  truth  is,  that  they  are  very  nearly  all  in  a  state 
of  decay.  The  number  of  subscribers  to  the  whole  is  not  more  than  one- 
third  what  it  was  ten  years  since.  Yearly  many  are  falling  off,  and  few 
new  ones  appear  to  supply  their  places. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  a  deplorable  defalcation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  some  leading  charities ; — 


Northern  Dispensary  .  in  1819,  had  330 
Philadelphia  Dispensary  „  1821,  „  ,  146 
Female  Hospitable  Society  „  1820,  about  500 
Orphans'  Society  .  .  „  1820,  „  150 
Widows'  Society  .  .  ,,1819,  „  400 
Provident  Society     .      .     ,,1824,    „   1015 


in  1828,  had  88 
1834,  „  90 
"1831,  „  120 
1834,  about  140 
1333,  „  240 
1833,      „    186 


The  others  are  generally  in  the  same  state  of  decay.     And  few  of  them 
could  support  themselvesi  but  for  the  interest  on  funds  accumulated  in 
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times  when  charity  was  more  preyalart ;  which  fundi  arise  principally 
from  bequests.— /ciem. 

There  is  one  of  those  classes,  the  severity  of  whose  case  will  he  soon 
greatly  aggravated — I  mean  poor  women,  with  children.  Formeriy,  if 
fairly  entitled  to  relief  from  the  overseers,  they  received  a  small  stipend 
weekly,  say  from  25  to  15  oents,  in  their  own  miserable  dwellings. 
Under  the  old  regime,  the  administration  of  the  poor-laws  was  subject 
to  great  abuses,  and  in  no  part  more  than  in  regud  to  out<-door  relief. 
To  guard  against  this  a  clause  was  inserted  in  the  new  law,  which  pro- 
hibits affording  that  species  of  ^assistance,  except  temporarily.  Hence  a 
woman  with  children,  whatever  may  be  her  distress,  and  however 
respectable  her  character,  will  receive  no  aid  but  in  the  almshouse ;  and, 
as  her  children  will  not  be  received  there,  she  must  part  with  them,  if 
she  go  in,  when  they  are  to  be  sent  to  the  orphan  asylum,  whence  she 
can  never  recover  them  hut  by  paying  their  hoard^  nearly  a  dollar  a  week, 
which  not  one  in  twenty  of  them  are  ever  able  to  do.  Thus,  violence 
will  be  ofifered  to  some  of  the  finest  feelings  of  human  nature,  those  of 
maternal  affection,  which  will  be  fearfully  lacerated ;  and  it  need  not  be 
observed,  thiot  the  affections  of  a  mother  in  humble  life  are  as  strong  as 
those  in  the  bosoms  of  the  most  elevated  in  society.  Cases  of  this  kind 
have  occurred ;  and  it  would  melt  the  hearts  of  Uie  humane  to  witness 
the  struggles  that  mothers  have  had  to  undergo  in  such  circumstances, 
and  how  much  they  suffered  before  they  could  yield  to  the  necessity  that 
tore  them  from  their  offiqinng. — Idem, 

What  crowds  of  sawyers  and  wood-pilers  are  to  be  seen  constantly  at 
our  wharves,  eager  for  employment,  often  having  to  return  home  penny- 
less,  after  waiting  for  hours !  Yet  these  are  among  the  men  who  are 
stigmatized  as  idle  and  worthless ! 

«  ♦  41  *  * 

The  population  of  Philadelphia  is  about  160,000  souls,  of  whom  about 
100,000  depend  on  the  labour  of  their  hands;  40,000  are  probably 
labourers,  hodmen,  seamstresses,  families  of  workmen  on  the  canals  and 
rail-roads.  The  utmost  industry  and  economy  they  can  employ  will 
scarcely  suffice  to  sustain  them,  if  not  unremittingly  employed ;  and  few 
of  them  are  so  fortunate  as  to  be  employed  through  the  year.  The  last 
descriptions  of  persons  are  those  whose  case  I  have  undertaken  to  consider. 

Philadelphia,  June  20, 1833. 


WAGES  OF  LABOURERS  ON  CANALS,  SEAMSTRESSES,  ETC, 

I  NOW  resume  the  important  subject  of  the  charge  so  often  and  so 
triumphantly  brought  against  the  poorer  classes,  of  their  improvidence 
and  dissipation,  and  neglect  of  laying  up,  in- summer  and  fall,  some  of 
their  earnings  for  relief  in  winter.  Its  importance  to  a  most  numerous 
class  of  society,  on  whom  much  of  our  comfort  depends,  will  warrant 
the  resumption.  I  will,  in  the  first  instance,  take  the  case  of  a  labourer 
on  a  canal,  with  a  wife  and  three  children,  whom  he  leaves  in  Philadel- 
phia or  New  York,  and  works  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  a  month  and 
found,  for  ten  months  in  the  year,  and  for  the  remaining  two  at  five, 
which  are  about  the  average  wages  of  that  employment,  as  stated  by 
Mr.  M'llvaine,  ex-secretary  to  the  Board  of  Canal  Commisuoners.  *Iiet 
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UB  9ee  how  his  wages  and  his  expeoseB  correBpond,  and  how  large  a  bup- 
pluB  he  can  have  for  the  winter : — 

Ten  months  at  10  dollars      •         •         •         . 
Two  months  at  5  dollars       •         •  •         • 

Suppose  the  wife  to  earn  half*a-dollar  per  week 

Total    '        •  •         • 

I  now  submit  a  calculation  of  the  expenses  of  such  a  family,  every 
item  of  which  is  at  a  low  rate : — 


Shoes  and  clothes  for  self  and  wife,  each  12  dollars 

Washing  at  the  canal,  6i  cents  per  week 

Shoes  and  clothes  for  three  children,  each  5  dollars 

Rent,  50  cents  per  week       .  .  .         • 

Soap,  candles,  &c.,  6  cents  per  week 

Fuel,  at  15  cents  per  week 

Meat,  drink,  vegetables,  &c.,  &c.,  6  cents  per  day 

each,  for  wife  and  children        ,  .  ,         87         60 

166        77 


noLs. 

CBNTS. 

100 

00 

10 

00 

26 

00 

136 

00 

a  family,  evei 

DOLS. 

CENTS. 

24 

00 

3 

25 

15 

00 

26 

00 

3 

12 

7 

80 

Deficit         .         .         .         30        77 

But  suppose  him  to  have  twelve  dollars  per  month  for  ten  months^ 
and  five  for  the  remaining  two,  this  will  raise  his  receipts  to  156^  but  his 
expenses  will  still  exceed  them,  and  leave  a  small  balance  against  him. 
And  let  it  be  observed,  that  here,  is  not  one  day  allowed  for  sickness,  or 
for  suspension  of  employment  in  consequence  of  unfavourable  weather; 
whereas,  it  is  probable  th^t  a  deduction  of  ten  per  cent  for  those  casual- 
tie4  would  not  be  too  great  an  allowance.  It  is  to  be  further  observed, 
that  when  hands  are  superabundant,  and  work  slack,  the  labourers  often 
in  winter  work  for  their  board.  And  yet  this  is  a  specimen  of  a  large 
class  of  men,  stigmatized  and  threatened  with  beggary  or  starvation  for 
not  hoarding  up  in  summer  and  autumn  wherewith  to  support  them- 
selves and  families  in  winter.  I  say,  emphatically,  "  beggary  or  star- 
vation ;*'  for  if,  according  to  the  views  of  those  Malthusian  philosophers, 
who  are  gaining  ground  in  this  country,  poor-rates  and  benevolent  socie- 
ties are  abolished,  beggary  or  starvation  is  the  alternative  left  for  the 
poor. 

Even  on  the  enlarged  scale  of  wages,  they  are,  as  appears  above, 
inadequate  for  his  support,  and  for  that  of  his  family.  Who  but  must 
feel  for  the  honour  of  human  nature  at  this  state  of  things  ?  Who, 
that  has  ever  joined  in  the  almost  universal  clamour  against  the  worth- 
lessness  and  improvidence  of  the  poor,  but  must  lament  the  delusion 
under  which  he  has  lain  ?  And  who,  having  laboured  to  propagate 
those  pernicious  opinions,  and  being  now  convinced  of  his  error,  will  he*, 
fiitate  to  use  his  efforts  to  correct  the  popular  views  on  this  subject? 

The  case  of  the  seamstresses  and  spoolers  has  been  so  often  brought 
before  the  public,  ineffectually,  that  it  is  almost  hopeless  to  touch  it ;  but 
the  injustice  they  experience  is  so  oppressive,  their  sufferings  so  intense, 
and  their  claims  on  the  public  commiseration  so  clear  and  deciaive,  that 
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it  would  be  almost  criminal,  in  such  a  discussion  as  the  present,  to  paw 
them  over  in  silence.  I  subjoin  strong  testimony  in  support  of  my  posi- 
tions of  their  sufferings,  and  of  the  effect  those  sufferings  have,  as 
might,  d  priori^  be  supposed,  on  their  moral  habits — a  most  deleterious 
consequence.  It  was  hoped,  when  the  subject  was  first  pressed,  some 
years  since,  on  the  public  attention,  that  the  ladies,  for  the  honour  and 
safety  of  their  sex,  would  have  interfered  with  their  fathers,  husbands, 
brothers,  and  cousins,  to  investigate  the  case,  and  ascertain  whether  their 
situation  ^was  susceptible  of  aUeviation,  or  was  entirely  hopeless.  The 
expectation,  so  far  as  regards  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  was,  alas! 
vain:  no  such  interference  took  place — ^no  examination  was  ever  made 
in  either  city. 

It  is  ascertained  that  a  woman,  wholly  unincumbered  with  children, 
cannot  make  more  than  eight  or  nine  common  shirts  per  week.  Those 
who  are  inexpert,  or  old,  or  have  children  to  attend  to,  cannot  make  more 
than  six  or  seven.  The  highest  price  given  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept in  three  instances,  which  shall  be  stated  in  a  subsequent  part  of 
this  letter,  is  twelve  cents  and  a  half  each.  At  this  rate  all  the  army  and 
navy  work  is  done.  But  shirts  are  frequently  made  for  ten,- eight,  and 
sometimes  for  six  cents.  I  will  assume  nine  shirts  per  week,  and  the 
price  twelve  cents  and  a  half,  and  state  the  appalling  result  to  a  woman 
with  only  two  children : — 

DDLS.   CENTS.    DOLS.   CENTS. 

Nine  shirts  per  week  =  1.1 2  J     .     per  ann.  58       50 

Rent  at  50  cents       ....  26  00 

Shoes  and  clothes,  suppose          •          .  10  00 

Fuel  per  week,  say  15  cents        •         .  7  80 

Soap,  candles,  &c.,  8  cents         •         •  4  16 

Remain  for  food  and  drink  20  cents  per 

week,  or  about  2f  cents  per  day       .  10  54 

. 58        50 

But  suppose  the  woman  to  have  one  or  two  children ;  to  work  for  ten 
cents,  which  is  not  below  the  usual  average ;  to  be  a  part  of  her  time 
unemployed,  say  one  day  in  each  week ;  and  to  make,  of  course,  six,  but 
say  seven  shirts. 

DOLS.   CENTS.    DDLS.   CENTS. 

Seven  shirts,  or  70  cents  per  week,  is,  per 

annum      .....  36       40 

Rent,  fuel,  soap,  candles,  &c.,  as  before  47        96 

Deficit        .         •  11         56 


36       40 

This  is  a  plain,  simple,  unexaggerated  statement  of  harrowing  facts, 
which  make  a  powerful  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  public.  It  exhi- 
bits a  state  of  things,  of  which  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  our  citizens  could 
have  formed  an  idea :  it  challenges  contradiction :  let  it  be  most  rigo- 
rously scrutinized,  and  not  condemned  by  individual  exceptions.  The 
shops,  in  Boston,  pay  for  common  shirts  eight  cents,  according  to  a 
statement  in  a  recent  Report  of  the  Seaman's  Aid  Society. 

The  only  remedy  for  these  grievances  would  be  such  a  rise  in  the  rate 
of  wages  as  would  insure  honest  industry  a  sufficiency  of  the  common  ne- 
cessaries of  life;  but  there  is  not  the  least  prospect  of  such  a  rise,  while 
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the  supply  of  female  labour  in  the  market  80  far  exceeds  the  demand  as 
it  does  at  present,  and  is  likely  to  continue.  A  necessary  result  of  this 
superabundance  of  labour  is  a  constant  competition  for  employment ;  and 
reduction  follows  competition  as  regularly  as  the  forked  lightning  blasts 
the  object  on  which  it  alights. 

It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  the  number  of  females  in  Philadelphia  who 
depend  for  a  support  on  this  kind  of  work.  I  shall  attempt  an  estimate, 
which  will  probably  approximate  near  the  truth.  The  contractor  for 
supplying  the  government  work  employs  about  1000,  the  Provident  So- 
ciety above  800,  and  the  slop-shops  probably  2000,  but  say  only  1200  : 
this  forms  an  aggregate  of  3000,  but  few  of  whom  can  earn  a  dollar  and 
a  half  a  week,  when  expert  and  constantly  employed,  and  most  of  them  not 
more  than  from  seventy-five  cents  to  a  dollar.  Few  of  them,  when  sick  or 
divested  of  employment,  escape  a  state  of  extreme  destitution.  In  such 
cases,  what  would  become  of  them,  were  they  not  relieved  by  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  or  benevolent  societies  ?  It  is  a  striking  fact,  and 
affords  a  most  unequivocal  comment  on  the  ruinous  effects  of  low  wages, 
that  of  all  the  out-door  paupers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1830,  more  than  two-fifths,  232,  were  seamstresses,  washerwomen,  and 
spoolers ! 

In  the  year  1824,  in  consequence  of  the  clamour  on  the  subject,  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  this  state  appointed  a  committee  to  "  inquire 
into  the  operation  of  the  poor-laws."  Mr.  W.  M.  Meredith,  chairman 
of  this  committee,  made  an  elaborate  report,  in  which  he  assumed  that 
the  inevitable  tendency  and  statutory  provision  for  the  poor  is  to  increase 
pauperism  and  poor- taxes,  and  to  encourage  imprudent  marriages,  and 
thus  create  a  pauper  population.  His  report  recommended  a  gradual 
abolition  of  the  system. 

If  it  w^ere  proved  that  the  increase  of  pauperism  and  poor- taxes  out- 
ran the  increase  of  population,  and  that  this  effect  could  be  clearly  traced 
to  the  operation  of  me  poor-laws,  then  it  must  be  conceded  that  there  is 
some  radical  error  in  the  laws  themselves,  or  in  their  administration,  or 
perhaps  in  both.  But  if  paupers  only  increase  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  population,  this  is  a  natural  consequence  of  the  state  of  society, 
and  warrants  no  argument  against  thesoundnessof  a  system  of  poor-laws. 
Unless  some  new  source  of  employment  opens,  it  is  perfectly  in  the  order 
of  things  that  there  shall  be  about  twice  as  many  paupers  in  a  dense  po- 
pulation in  a  city  of  200,000  people,  as  in  a  population  of  100,000. 
There  is  one  considerable  class  of  indigent  persons,  which  embraces  a 
large  proportion  of  the  paupers  of  all  countries,  whose  claims  of  support 
«Ten  Malthus  himself  would  not  dispute,  and  which  must  necessarily 
increase  with  the  increase  of  population;  that  is,  the  decrepit,  the 
diseased  and  the  superannuated.  Of  the  great  extent  of  the  last  de- 
scription some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  extraordinary  fact,  that 
among  the  out-door  paupers  in  1830,  in  number  549,  there  were  no  less 
than  390  above  60  years  of  age,  of  whom  236  were  above  70 !  Probably 
there  were  as  many  thus  aged  in  the  almshouse,  making  an  aggregate  of 
at  least  one- fourth,  but  more  probably  one- third,  of  the  whole  number  of 
paupers  of  that  year  in  a  state  of  superannuation ! 

Let  us  now  test  Mr.  Meredith's  assumption  of  the  undue  increase  of 
paupers  and  taxation  beyond  the  increase  of  population  by  the  criteria  of 
facts,  the  only  criteria  admissible  in  the  case.     •  ^ 
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His  report  informa  us,  that,  in  the  year  1803,  the  poor-taxes  of  the 
city  and  adjacent  districts  was  75,226  dollars. 

Unfortunately  we  do  not  know  the  exact  population  of  that  period,  but 
in  1800  it  was  70,281. 

We  may  therefore  assume  that,  in  1803,  it  had  arisen  to  about 
75,000. 

Thus  the  poor-taxes,  at  that  time,  were  about  one  dollar  a  head  for  the 
entire  population. 

In  1830  the  population  of  the  city  and  districts  was  167,811. 

When  we  consider  the  great  number  of  houses  erected  within  the  last 
four  years,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  our  population  is  at  present 
185,000. 

llie  poor- tax  of  this  year  is  130,000  dollars,  or  about  70  cents  per 
head.  Thus,  instead  of  outrunning,  as  is  supposed,  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, it  has,  in  about  30  years,  fallen  short  30  per  cent. — Idem. 


THB  STATS  OF  WEAVERS,  ETC- 

Sterne  was  about  to  write  an  elaborate  dissertation  on  slavery)  which 
he  began  on  a  large  scale : — **  Though  thousands  in  all  ages  have  been 
made  to  drink  of  thee,  thou  art  not  less  bitter  on  th^it  account."  How- 
ever, he  found  his  powers  to  fail,  and  it  suited  his  purpose  better  to  take 
a  single  captive  to  exemplify  the  horrors  of  captivity.  So,  with  respect 
to  the  weavers,  I  find  it  more  to  my  purpose,  in  order  to  convey  an  idea 
of  the  suffering  of  this  class,  to  take  a  single  case,  than  to  present  a  ge- 
neral, abstract  view  of  the  subject. 

J.  O'Neal  is  a  decent,  respectable,  intelligent  cotton-weaver,  who 
came  to  this  country  about  two  years  and  a  half  since,  having  left  his 
wife  and  children  behind,  with  a  view  of  sending  for  them  as  soon 
as  he  should  find  it  convenient.  His  business  was  at  that  time  brisk, 
and  in  about  a  year  and  a  half  he  earned  enough  to  pay  for  their  passage, 
viz.,  96  dollars.  They  accordingly  arrived  about  twelve  months  since. 
Meanwhile  wages  had  fallen  at  least  33  per  cent.  He  now  earns  only  three 
dollars  per  week,  with  his  utmost  industry,  working  from  five  or  six  in 
the  morning  till  nine  or  ten  at  night.  He  has  a  single  room  in  a  base- 
ment story,  in  a  street  in  Kensington,  called  Black  Hawk  or  Police  Row, 
and  but  one  bed  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  five  small  children !  1  did 
not  measure  the  room,  but  think  it  is  not  more  than  from  sixteen  to 
eighteen  feet  square.  He  was  obliged  lately  to  pledge  a  coat  to  raise  a 
dollar  to  pay  for  the  repair  of  his  loom.  A  wheel  and  swifts,  necessary 
articles  for  his  work,  he  is  obliged  to  borrow  of  a  neighbour,  who  some- 
times requires  them  himself;  and  when  thus  reclaimed,  O'Neal  is  half 
idle.  So  heavy  is  the  burden  under  which  he  labours,  and  ao  slender 
the  prospect  of  any  melioration,  that  I  think  I  understood  him  to  say 
that  he  is  sometimes  tempted  to  run  away  from  his  family,  as  many  of 
his  neighbours  have  done. 

Having  examined  this  case  thoroughly,  I  pledge  myself  for  its  cor- 
rectness, however  incredible  some  part  of  it  may  appear.  I  earnestly 
entreat  some  of  the  opposers  of  poor-laws  and  benevolent  societies  to  go 
and  examine  for  themselves.  I  am  much  mistaken  if  it  does  not  change 
their  views  on  this  important  subject.  I  wish  them  to  extend  their  exa- 
mination to  the  case  of  other  weavers.]^ 
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After  this  affecting  case,  I  wish  to  present  to  the  public  a  deplorable 
scene  of  wretchedness,  of  the  most  harrowing  character,  which  none  of 
the  capitals  of  Europe  can  exceed.  I  should  not  have  dared  to  state  it, 
were  it  not  avouched  in  the  form  of  a  public  document.  It  has,  more- 
over, been  the  subject  of  a  grand  jury  presentment.  Who  but  must  read 
with  horror  and  disgust  the  astounding  fact  of  fifty-five  families,  contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  fifty-three  individuals,  huddled  together  in  thirty 
tenements,  without  the  convenience  of  a  privy ! 


TO  THK    SBLECT  ANn  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF   TBE  CITY  OF  PHILADSLPHIA. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  citizens  of  Upper 
Delaware  Ward,  to  represent  to  the  proper  authorities  the  situation  of 
that  part  of  the  said  ward,  lying  eastward  of  Front-street,  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  state,  that  every  house  in  the  block,  from  Vine  to  Sassafras 
street,  and  between  Front  and  Water  streets,  has  been  visited  and  exa- 
mined, and  an  enumeration  of  the  number  of  families  and  individuals 
composing  them,  occupying  the  said  houses,  has  been  made.  The  result 
of  this  investigation  shows,  that  the  whole  number  of  tenements  is  sixty- 
four  ;  total  number  of  inhabitants,  four  hundred  and  seventy-three.  Of 
these,  there  are  thirty  tenements  containing  fifty-five  families,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty- three  individuals,  thatliave  not  the  accommodation  of  a 
privy  for  their  use  ! !  They  are  compelled  to  make  use  of  vessels  of  va- 
rious descriptions;  the  contents  of  which  are  daily  thrown  into  the  neigh- 
bouring docks  or  into  the  streets !  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  buildings 
in  this  block  (with  one  or  two  exceptions)  occupy  the  whole  ground 
belonging  to  the  premises.  The  privies  [of  34]  are  situated  either  in  the 
cellars,  or  in  the  vaults  under  the  streets.  Of  the  thirty  tenements  above 
mentioned,  there  are  four  with  three,  two  with  four,  and  two  with  six 
families  in  each. 

Respectfully  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Upper  Delaware 
Ward. 

Thomas  Taylor,  William  Rush, 

Daniel  Barr,  Powell  Stackhouse, 

Samuel  J.  Robbins>  John  Perkin. 

Philadelphia,  July  23, 1832. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  IMPROVING 
g^  THE  CONDITION,  AND  ELEVATING  THE  CHARACTER  OP  i!NDUSTRIOUS 
'•     FEMALES.^ 

to 

'*  The  poor  creatures  expend  their  miserable  earnings  for  fuel,  susten- 
ance, and  clothing ;  and  when  their  rent  becomes  due,  they  are  often 
obliged  to  pawn  their  clothes,  bedding,  and  furniture,  to  discharge  their 
debt ;  or  go  round  among  benevolent  citizens  to  beg  what  may  satisfy 
their  landlords — or  else  all  that  can  be  laid  hold  of  is  sold  by  a  constable, 
and  they  are  turned  into  the  streets  destitute.  This  is  a  case  of  frequent 
occurrence,  the  necessary  result  of  the  pitiful  wages  they  receive ;  and 
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ti  this  lamentable  fate  no  degree  of  prudence/sobriety,  or  industry 
afford  adequate  seourity,  while  the  present  evirsystem  continues." 


TO    THE   PRESIDENT   OP   THE    ABOVE   SOCIETY. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Van  Rensselaer^  of  New  York.    ' 

"  Mt  profession  affords  me  many  and  unpleasant  opportunities  of 
knowing  the  wants  of  those  unfortunate  females,  who  try  to  earn  an 
honest  subsistence  by  the  needle,  and  to  witness  the  struggle  often  made  by 
honest  pride  and  destitution.  I  could  cite  many  instances  of  young,  and 
even  middle-aged  women,  who  have  been  '  lost  to  virtue,'  apparently  by 
no  other  cause  than  lowness  of  wages,  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of 
procuring  the  necessaries  of  life  by  honest  industry."  , 


AN  ADDRESS  ADOPTED  AT  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  D.  WEBSTER, 
IN  NEW  YORK,  CALLED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  RECOMMENDING  HIS 
NOMINATION  TO  THE  PRESIDENCY,  1837. 

An  Extract. 

«(  We  repeat  then,  fellow*citizens,  what,  indeed,  you  require  neither  a 
petition  nor  statement  to  be  assured  of,  that  our  whole  country  is,  at  this 
moment,  involved  in  one  wide-spread,  all-pervading  distress — a  distress 
confming  itself  to  no  class  of  citizens,  to  no  section  of  territory,  to  no 
walk  of  life ;  but  which  is  robbing  the  poor  of  their  pittance  as  well  as 
the  rich  of  their  abundance — which  is  furling  the  sail  of  our  commerce, 
stopping  the  wheel  of  our  manufactures,  bringing  the  blight  of  a  depre- 
ciated value  upon  the  product  of  our  agriculture,  holding  back  the  arm  of 
labour  from  its  gainful  stroke,  prostrating  enterprise,  and  paralyzing  in- 
dustry wherever  they  exist,  and  reducing  thousands  of  our  people  to  the 
last  extreme  of  want  and  wretchedness ! 

"It  would  be  a  useless  work  to  enter  upon  a  further  detail  of  this  distress. 
Indeed,  fellow-citizens,  what  else  but  mockery  would  it  seem,  to  de- 
scribe 8u£fering  to  those  who  are  themselves  enduring  it — to  paint  agonies, 
to  those  who  are  themselves  writhing  under  them — to  hold  a  mirror  to  men 
stretched  upon  the  rack,  in  which  they  might  see  their  own  contortions  ? 
It  is  enough  to  say,  that  there  probably  is  not  one  amongst  the  many  mil- 
lions  whom  we  are  addressing,  who  has  not  felt,  who  is  not  feeling,  («  who  is 
not  doomed  to  feel,  for  a  long  time  still  to  come,  the  painful  consequences 
of  the  crisis  that  is  upon  us.  Upon  some  it  may  only  fall  in  the  light  and 
comparatively  trifling  form  of  a  curtailment  of  their  superfluous  revenues, 
or  a  diminution  of  their  ordinary  comforts.  But  upon  the  mass  of  the 
community  it  brings  a  curtailment  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  a  di- 
minution of  daily  bread.  And  upon  some — the  industrious  poor — cut 
off  at  once,  and  sJmost  without  warning,  from  their  honest  and  hitherto 
well-paid  employments,  deprived  of  their  opportunity  even  of  fulfilling 
the  hard  destiny  of  their  condition,  in  earning  their  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  their  brow :  compelled  to  fold  their  hands  in  idleness,  ir  may  be  in 
despair,  which  have  hitherto  been  gladly  and  successfully  engaged  in  pro- 
curing food  and  shelter  for  themselves  and  their  families.  Upon  these, 
upon  you,  fellow-citizens,  such  of  you  as  are  in  this  afflicting  situation— 
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and  we  fear  that  you  arc  by  no  means  a  small  portion  of  the  people  whom 
we  address — the  crisis  threatens  to  bring  the  terrible  alternative  of  starva- 
tior  or  beggary. 

**  Injhe  whole  history  of  our  country ,  in  the  darkest  days  of  our  co- 
lonial^ or  revolutionary^  or  national  existence^  there  have  been  none  which 
have  approached  it  in  severity*  The  history  of  the  world  may  be  chal- 
lenged for  its  equalJ* 

Extract  from  First  Report  of  U.  B,  A.,  183*7. 

"  Deficiency  in  the  demand  for  those  kinds  of  occupation  in  which  the 
poor  are  usually  engaged,  and  the  inadequate  compensation  received,  are 
evils  severely  felt  by  a  large  class  who  owe  their  indigence  to  no  aversion 
to  labour.  They  prevent  the  industrious  poor  from  making  provision  for 
the  winter^  and  have  obliged  many  to  cease  depositing  for  fuel ;  and 
during  the  prevalence  of  sickness  and  suffering  in  the  past  summer, 
when  many  were  unable  to  find  employment  of  any  description,  several 
were  obliged  to  withdraw  the  small  sums  they  had  placed  in  the  hands  of 
visitors  for  that  purpose." 
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A  FEW  OF   A  GREAT  NUMBER  OF  INSTANCES  OF    THE    FIRING  OF  CITIES, 
TOWNS,  &C.,  FROM  1834  TO  1838  INCLUSIVE. 

FIRE  AT  THE  POOR-HOUSE. 

From  the  Reading  Chronicle, 

On  Saturday  morning  last,  at  about  one  o^clock,  the  large  bam  at 
the  Berks  county  poor-house  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire,  together 
with  all  its  contents,  save  a  few  tons  of  damaged  hay  ;  the  loss  cannot  fall 
short  of  5000  dollars,  as  a  large  quantity  of  the  vegetable  produce  of  the 
extensive  farm  belonging  to  that  establishment  was  stored  therein, 
together  with  horse  gears,  and  a  variety  of  agricultural  implements.  It 
was  not  insured.  The  fire  originated  from  the  torch  of  a  midnight  incen- 
diary, as  yet  undiscovered,  but  who,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ferreted  out,  and 
meet  a  just  punishment. — 1 834. 


INCENDIARISM. 

<^  Another  attempt  was  made,  on  Tuesday  evening,  to  set  fire  to  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Cunningham  in  Baltimore.  It  is  the  fiflh.  The  Mayor 
has  offered  ft  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  detection  of  the 
villains.  A  white  man  and  a  mulatto  boy  have  been  arrested  by  the 
police,  on  suspicicm  of  being  concerned. 
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We  laum  froAi  the  National  InteUifiencer^  that  a  verdict  wai  rendered 
on  Friday,  by  the  jury,  in  the  case  of  Richard  H.  White,  indicted  for 
burning  the  Treasury,  in  March,  1833.  The  jury  affirm  that  he  wai 
guilty  of  the  act,  but  is  saved  from  its  penalty  by  the  limitation  of  the 
law,  as  to  the  time  within  which  the  accused  was  brought  to  trial. 
The  case,  however,  is  not  finally  disposed  of. 


THE  BURNING  OF  NEW  YORK  A  GOOD  THING. 

Prom  the  New  York  Star, 

The  Stores  on  the  burnt  district  are  now  fast  being  completed,  and 
the  merchants  are  rapidly  returning  to  their  old  standi.  It  is  easy  to 
see  already  that  this  rebuilt  section  of  the  city  will  surpass  in  conve- 
nience and  beauty  what  it  ever  could  have  become,  but  for  the  great 
conflagration.  Indeed  there  is  no  city  in  the  world  which  can  boast 
a  mass  of  six  hundred  such  stores^  Providence  has  so  ordered  events, 
that  what  seemed  at  first  an  overwhelming  calamity  will,  perhaps,  be 
compensated  by  ultimate  e^cts,  and  rather  turn  out  for  the  greater 
prosperity  of  the  city.  At  any  rate  those  who  have  stores  to  let  will 
never  be  backward  to  say,  that  they  are  situated  in  the  *'  burnt  district." 


From  a  New  York  Paper. 

Three  fires  took  place  in  New  York  on  Saturday  night,  supposed 
to  be  the  work  of  incendiaries.  The  biscuit  manufactory  of  Mr.  Tread- 
well,  at  the  comer  of  Washington  and  Warren  Streets,  the  largest  esta- 
blishment of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  was  destroyed ;  and  soon 
after  the  stables  of  the  New  York  and  Flushing  Stage  Company.  Mr. 
Treadwell  was  fully  insured.  The  third  fire  broke  out  in  the  Third 
Avenue,  but  was  soon^eztinguished. 


From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

We  understand  that  2000  dollars  have  been  collected  in  this  cicv, 
under  committees  appointed  by  the  Common  Hall,  for  the  relief  of  tne 
sufferers  by  the  fire  in  Charleston.  Mr.  Macfarland,  the  president  of 
the  Farmer's  Bank,  has  duly  transmitted  it  to  Charleston.  Petersburg 
has  deposited,  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  to  the  credit  of  the  Mayor  fof 
Charleston,  1460  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  Charleston  sufferers.  The 
Intelligencer  says,  the  sum  deposited  may  be  increased,  as  the  collec- 
tion has  not  yet  closed. 

Five  thousand  dollars  have  been  transmitted  by  the  merchants  of 
Boston— and  about  15,000  from  New  York.  It  is  estimated  that  at 
least  100,000  dollars  will  be  contributed  on  the  whole,  throughout  the 
United  States. 


From  the  New  York  Commercial* 

Now  let  as  look  at  the  difference. — The  ravages  of  the  great  con- 
flagration in  New  York,  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  were  four  times  as  great 
as  in  Charleston.  The  charity  committee  of  New  York,  raised  on  that 
occasion,  put  forth  a  strong  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
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for  assiatance*  And  how  was  it  responded  to  ?  The  contribtitionB,  exclu- 
sive of  those  made  in  New  York  itself,  were  less  than  fifbem  thou- 
sand dollars !  We  trust  that  the  contrast  presented  by  these  facts  will 
convince  the  South  how  widely  they  err  in  talking  of  the  hostility  of 
the  North. 


ANOTHER  FIRE. 

From  the  Btdtimore  Republican,  > 

Within  a  week,  Baltimore  has  suffered  severely  from  fires.  Two 
extensive  conflagrations  occurred  on  Friday,  accounts  of  which  are  sub- 
joined. 

Yesterday  morning,  about  eleven  o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  dome 
of  the  court-house  in  this  city,  which  in  a  few  minutes  enveloped  it  in 
flames,  which  commimicated  to  the  rafters.  In  a  short  time  the  fire 
communicated  to  the  rooms  below,  and  the  rafters  being  consumed,  the 
whole  roof,  which  was  composed  of  slate,  fell  in.  The  second  story, 
containing  the  county  court-room^  the  offices  of  the  commissioners  of 
insolvent  debtors,  the  county  commissioners,  the  grand  jury-room, 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  records,  and  other  offices,  was  en- 
tirely destroyed.  The  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  offices  were 
generaMy  saved.  It  is  apprehended  that  some  of  those  belonging  to  the 
office  of  the  county  commissioners  are  destroyed. 

At  the  western  end  of  the  building,  in  which,  on  the  lower  floor,  the 
record  offices  of  the  clerk  and  register  are  located,  the  progress  of 
the  fire  was  arrested,  and  the  important  depositaries  of  the  city  and 
county  records  are  preserved.  The  progress  of  the  fire  generally  was 
arrested  in  time  to  save  the  whole  of^  the  lower  story,  containing 
the  offices  already  named,  the  city  court-room  and  the  sheriff 's  office. 

Itis  supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of  an  incendiary ;  the  dome  of  the 
jury-room,  from  which  the  steps  to  the  dome  lead,  having  been  left  open 
for  a  day  or  two.  The  presumption  is,  that  the  incendiary  expected  that 
the  confusion  which  must  ensue  would  enable  a  number  of  prisoners 
who  were  waiting  their  trial  to  effect  their  escape  amid  the  crowd. 

It  was  a  splendid  building,  and  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the 
city ;  the  cost  of  which  was  between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  cannot,  perhaps,  be  properly  repaired  for  less  than  fifty 
thousand. 


INCENDIARY  ATTEMPTS  IN  BOSTON. 

From  the  Gazette, 

On  Saturday  night  there  were  no  less  than  three  alarms  of  fire ;  the 
two  first  of  which,  occurring  as  they  did  within  half  an  hour,  and  but  a 
short  distance  from  each  other,  were  probably  set  on  fire  by  the  same 
gang  of  villains,  if  not  by  the  very  same  individuals. 

As  Mr.  Dalton,  a  member  of  engine  No.  1,  was  returning  home  after 
the  second  alarm,  he  discovered  fire  in  the  church  in  Essex-street,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  call  up  the  sexton,  who  resides  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. On  going  into  the  church,  it  was  found  that  some  villain 
or  villains  had  set  it  on  fire  in  two  places,  by  taking  coals  from  the 
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stoves.  The  fire  had  [already  burnt  through  the  floor  in  one  place,  and 
had  it  not  been  thus  timely  discovered  the  meeting-hoase  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  destroyed. 


FIRE  IN  NATCHEZ. 

Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Natchez,  January  11th,  1836,  received 
by  a  gentleman  of  this  city : — 

*'  I  have  just  stopped  this  to  say  that  Natchez  under  the  hill  was 
burned  up  last  night,  except  about  twelve  houses.  Six  or  eight  attempts 
have  been  made  to  fire  the  town  on  the  hill,  no  doubt  by  the  gamblers 
and  abolitionists. — ^We  ]  will  wait  for  no  law  if  it  is  placed  on  any 
one.  Shoot  or  hang  is  the  word.  The  inhabitants  are  very  much 
excited.  An  attempt  has  been  made  upon  our  cotton  yard  in  which 
we  have  150,000  dollars-worth  of  cotton,  but  shipping  it  as  fitst  as 
possible." 

BURNING  OF  THE  UPPER  FERRT  BRIDGE.  ^ 

The  alarm  of  fire  between  nine  and^  ten  o'clock  on  Satiurday  evening 
was  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  across  the  Schuylkill^ 
near  Fairmount.  This  light  and  graceful  structure,  which  has  po  often 
attracted  the  admiration  of  the  traveller,  fell  a  ready  victim  to  the 
devouring  element.  The  fire  was  without  doubt  the  work  of  some 
base  incendiary.  The  wind  was  strong  at  north-west,  and  commencing 
on  the  west  end,  the  flames  were  driven  with  inconceivable  rapidity  to 
the  city  side.  A  person  walking  from  the  city  towards  the  opposite  side 
discovered  the  fire  in  time  to  make  a  hasty  retreat  from  the  centre  of 
the  bridge ;  but,  though  at  his  full  speed,  the  flames  were  at  the  toll- 
house as  soon  as  the  traveller. 

The  arch  gave  way  in  a  few  minutes,  but  the  quantity  of  iron 
employed  in  sustaining  the  structure  prevented  its  separating  and  float- 
ing away  on  the  tide,  so  that  for  the  whole  space  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  the  burning  mass  lay  in  lurid  grandeur,  throwing  up  immense 
volumes  of  smoke  and  vapour,  and  casting  on  surrounding  objects,  and 
on  the  multitude  of  spectators  who  crowded  the  basin  of  Fairmount,  a 
glare  of  light  to  which  that  beautiful  scene  has  fortunately  not  often  been 
accustomed. 

The  loss  of  this  bridge  will  be  deeply  regretted  by  our  citizens, 
particularly  as  by  that  event  they  are  now  left  with  but  a  single 
available  poiut  of  transit  between  the  western  parts  of  the  city  and  die 
siurrounding .  country.  Should  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  or  any 
fortuitous  circumstance  deprive  us  of  the  Permanent  Bridge,  we  must 
be  for  the  time  carried  back  to  the  state  of  things  half  a  century  ago, 
and  take  to  the  ferry-boats  once  more. 


500  DOLLARS  reward. 

'  From  the  Herald  and  Sentinel  of  Philadelphia. 
I  hereby  ofler  for  the  discovery  of  any  person  or  persons  who  may 
have  aided,  abetted,  or  assisted  in  setting  fire  to  the  Fairmount  Bridge, 
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whereby  the  same'was  burnt  and  destroyed  on  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
the  1st  .instant, — which  "sum  will  be  paid  on  the  conviction,  in  any 
court  of  justice,  of  any  or  either  of  the  offenders  for  said  offence. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

T.  P.  Roberts,  Treasurer,       x 
No.  6,  Carpenter's-court. 
[   September  4,  1838. 


i)ISASTROUS  CONFLAGRATION-^THE   GENERAL   POST-OFFICE  AND  PATENT- 
OFFICE  BURNT. 

We  learn  from  Washington  that  on  Thursday  morning  the  building 
occupied  as  the  General  Post-office,  the  Patent-office,  and  the  City 
Post-office,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  before  daybreak  it  was 
completely  destroyed.  It  is  stated  in  the  Globe  that  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  General  Post-office  were  principally  saved ;  but  the  entire 
contents  of  the  City  Post-office,  and  of  the  Patent-office,  including  all 
the  valuable  models  and  papers,  were  consumed. 

All  the  mails  had  been  sent  off  before  the  fire  broke  out.  The  letters 
and  papers  for  Washington,  which  arrived  by  the  northern,  southern  and 
western  mails,  during  the  night,  were  all  destroyed. 

The  National  Intelligencer,  after  announcing  this  serious  disaster,  by 
which  so  much  has  been  lost,  especially  in  the  models  of  American 
ingenuity  deposited  in  the  Patent-office,  all  of  which  were  destroyed, 
gives  the  following  particulars : — 

**  This  calamity,  great  as  it  is,  has  long  been  feared  by  those  old 
residents  of  Washington  who  knew  the  combustible  nature  of  the 
building,  (the  floors  being  all  of  wood,  and  some  of  them  not  even 
counter-sealed,)  and  the  custom  of  stowing  fuel,  not  only  coal  but  wood, 
in  the  vaults  underneath  the  first  floor.  The  calamity  has  come  at  last, 
and  affords  the  second  demonstration,  within  four  years,  of  the  utter 
absurdity  and  improvidence  of  the  structures  to  which  the  public 
archives,  records,  and  Government  accounts  have  been  hitherto  for  the 
most  part  confided. 

"  The  first  alarm  of  fire  was  given  by  Mr.  Crown,  a  messenger,  who 
usually  sleeps  in  the  room  connected  with  the  City  Post-office  (the 
postmaster's  own  room).  The  clerks  had  been  at  work,  assorting  the 
mails,  until  half'past  2  o'clock,  when  one  of  the  persons  belonging  to 
the  office  (Mr.  Lansdale)  passed  out  of  the  east  door,  and  along  the 
whole  front  of  the  building,  without  discovering  anything  [to  give  rise 
to  a  suspicion  of  danger.  Not  long  after  3  o'clock  Mr.  Crown  was 
aroused  from  a  light  slumber  by  the  smell  of  smoke.  Opening  the  door 
of  the  City  Post-office,  he  perceived  a  dense  smoke,  without  any  visible  ap- 
pearance of  fire.  He  gave  the  alarm  instantly,  first  arousing  Mr.  Cox, 
one  of  the  clerks,  who  slept  in  a  back  room  adjoining  the  Post-office, 
and  who,  coming  out  of  the  door  of  his  room,  passed  along  the  whole 
of  the  long  room  with  difficulty  through  the  smoke,  hearing  the  fire 
crackling,  but  being  able  to  see  nothing.  The  watclunen  in  the  body 
of  the  building,  some  distance  from  the  City  Post-office,  had  perceived 
nothing  of  the  smoke,  until  they,  also,  were  alarmed  by  Mr.  Crown. 

"  The  hour  of  the  night  when  all  this  took  place  being  one  at  which 
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the  whole  world  is  hurried  in  the  deepest  lAeep,  it  WM  found  almost 
impossihle  to  spread  the  alarm  of  fire.  One  of  the  church-hells  began 
to  ring,  but  the  ringer,  not  seeing  any  flames,  ceased  ringing  almost  as 
soon  as  he  began,  and  it  was  a  full  half-hour  before  the  alarm-bells 
were  rung,  and  more  than  that  time  before  an  engine  or  a  bucket  of 
water  could  be  commanded.  As  it  was,  the  fire  had  its  own  way,  and 
was  at  last  seen  in  the  vault  or  cellar  immediately  under  the  delivery 
window  of  the  City  Post-office,  followed  shortly  afterwards  by  flames 
from  the  windows  of  the  latter,  and,  within  five  minutes  afterwards, 
by  flames  from  the  roof,  the  fire  having  crept  up  along  the  staircase  or 
partitions  to  the  top  of  the  building  before  it  broke  out  below. 

"  From  the  moment  of  the  flames  bursting  out  from  the  lower  win- 
dows it  was  obvious  that  all  hope  of  saving  the  building  was  in  vain. 
In  little  more  than  an  hour  the  whole  interior  of  the  building  and 
its  contents  were  destroyed. 

**  The  hooks  of  the  General  Post-office  were  all,  or  nearly  all,  saved, 
ei[ertions  having  been  made  for  their  safety  from  nearly  the  first  moment 
of  the  alarm;  but  a  mass  of  papers,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Office,  were 
destroyed.  Not  anything  was  saved  from  the  Patent-office  or  the 
City  Post-office,  the  volume  of  the  smoke  preventing  anybody  from 
penetrating  the  latter,  so  as  to  save  anything. 

"As  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  it  is  impossible  to  say  anything,  for 
nothing  seems  to  be  known  of  it,  except  that  it  was  in  a  cellar  or  vault 
in  which  pine-wood  and  coal  were  stowed,  all  which  were  probably  in 
a  state  of  ignition  before  the  fire  disclosed  itself  to  the  eye.  We  the 
more  willingly  forbear  any  conjecture  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire,  since 
both  Houses  of  Congress  have -taken  steps,  through  committees,  to 
investigate  it,  and  in  one  house  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

**  Most  fortunately,  the  night  was  calm  and  comparatively  serene,  or  the 
destruction  of  private  property  .would  have  been  inevitable  and  great. 
Had  it  occurred  the  night  previous,  when  the  wind  blew  almost  a 
hurricane,  several  squares  of  valuable  buildings  must  have  been 
destroyed.  The  means  of  the  city  for  extinguishing  fires  are  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  value  of  the  property  at  stake,  and  the  sources  for  the 
supply  of  water  for  engines  are  limited  in  their  extent,  as  well  as 
precarious.  We  trust  that  the  lesson  we  have  just  received  will  not  be 
lost  on  those  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  apply  the  remedy. 

"  Of  all  the  amount  of  loss  of  papers  and  property  sustained  by  this 
disaster,  that  which  is  most  to  be  regretted  (because  irreparable)  is  that 
of  the  whole  of  the  great  repository  of  models  of  machines  in  the  Patent- 
office.  The  mouldering  ashes  now  only  remain  of  that  collected 
evidence  of  the  penetration}  ingenuity,  and  enterprise  which  pecuharly 
distinguish  the  descendants  of  Europe  in  the  western  world.'' 


BURNING  OF  THE  TREASURY  BUILniNG  IN  1833. 

F  One  of  the  individuals  charged  with  having  been  concerned  in  the 
destruction  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  Treasury  [department  by  fire 
having  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  and  the  other 
having  confessed  the  whole  transaction,  the  GMe  givesi  for  the  informa- 
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tion  of  tbe  public,  the  following  statement  of  the  citcumstanced  under 
which  the  prosecutions  took  place : — 

On  the  night  between  the  31st  March  and  the  Ist  of  April,  1833,  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Treasury  department  was  discovered  to  be  on 
fire,  and  in  a  short  time  was  totally  destroyed.  Most  of  the  books  and 
jMLpers,  excepting  those  in  the  room  where  ihe*fire  broke  out,  were  saved. 

The  President  immediately  appointed  a  commission,  consisting  of  the 
members  of  the  cabinet,  with  whom  Chief  Justice  Cranch,  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  this  district,  was  requested  to  attend,  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  origin  of  this  conflagration.  After  a  laborious  inquiry,  all 
the  evidence  taken  was  reported  to  the  President,  with  a  report,  express- 
ing an  opinion  that  nothing  had  been  ascertained  showing  the  fire  to 
have  been  kindled  by  design ;  though,  from  the  testimony,  the  occur- 
rence of  an  accidental  fire  seemed  almost  impossible.  This  report  and 
evidence  was  afterwards  laid  before  Congress  by  the  President,  and 
printed  among  the  public  documents. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  of  April,  1833,  Mr.  Livingston,  then  Se- 
cretary of  State,  received  a  letter  from  a  well-known  police-officer  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  intimating  a  suspicion  that  the  Treasury  building  was 
intentionally  set  on  fire ;  but  no  distinct  evidence  of  the  fact  was  then 
obtained*  The  manner  in  which  the  building  was  destroyed  remained 
shrouded  in  mystery  until  the  winter  of  1835-36.  The  only  circum- 
stance which  came  to  light  in  the  intervening  period,  which  seemed  to 
have  any  probable  connexion  with  that  event,  was  t^e  presentation,  in 
the  summer  of  1835,  of  a  cancelled  Treasury  note,  originally  issued 
during  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  redeemed,  and  upon  which  a  second 
payment  was  attempted  to  be  procured.  It  was  believed  that  this  paper 
must  have  been  stolen  from  the  Treasury  building  in  which  the  cancelled 
notes  were  filed,  either  at  or  before  the  fire.  It  was  traced  back  to  a 
lottery-office  in  New^ork,  but  could  not  be  followed  with  accuracy  any 
farther. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  since  a  letter  was  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  the  Marshal  of  Ohio,  stating  that  one  of  his  depu- 
ties had  received  information,  from  a  man  named  Hicks,  with  regard  to 
certain  disclosutes  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  one  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  burning  the  Treasury  building.  The  Marshal  was  imme- 
diately requested  to  obtain  a  full  statement  on  oath  of  all  the  particulars 
within  the  knowledge  of  Hicks,  in  order  that  proper  inquiries  might  be 
instituted  to  ascertain  their  credibility.  The  affidavit  having  been  fur- 
nished, investigations,  made  both  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
strongly  corroborated  Hicks's  statements.  •  They  received  further  sup- 
port from  its  having  been  ascertained  here,  after  much  trouble,  that  the 
individuals  implicated  by  him  had  resided  in  this  city  during  the  winter 
of  1833,  and  had  left  on  the  night  the  Treasury  building  was  destroyed, 
having  broken  up  house-keeping  the  day  previous,  and  disposed  of  their 
furniture  by  auction.  By  examination  of  the  books  of  the  stage-offices, 
it  was  found  that  Mrs.  White,  the  wife  of  one  of  these  persons,  took 
passage  in  one  of  the  stages  for  Baltimore  on  the  day  after  that  event. 

The  facts  stated  by  Hicks  having  been  established  by  so  many  inde- 
pendent circumstances,  directions  were  given  for  the  arrest  of  the  per- 
sons implicated  by  him,  whose  names  were  Richard  and  Henry  White. 
Richard  was  immediately  secured  in  the  city  of  New  York.    A  deputy- 
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marshal  was  despatched  to  arrest  Henry,  who  was  understood  to  be  in 
the  western  part  of  that  State.  After  pursuing  him  from  New  York  to 
Oh^o,  thence  to  Louisville,  and  finally  to  New  Orleans, — ^where  it  was 
ascertained  that  he  had  been  passed  while  on  board  one  of  the  steam- 
boats on  the  Mississippi, — he  was,  after  an  arduous  chase  of  more  than 
three  thousand  miles,  arrested  on  the  arrival  of  the  boat  at  New  Orleans, 
and  brought  to  this  city. 

At  the  spring  term  in  1836  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  this  district,  true 
bills  were  found  against  the  two  brothers  on  the  charge  of  burning  the 
Treasury  building.  During  the  term  which  has  recently  closed  they 
have  been  tried.  No  doubt  exists  upon  the  mind  of  any  person  who 
heard  the  evidence  but  the  fire  which  destroyed  that  building  was  kindled 
through  the  agency  of  these  persons.  Henry  was  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years.  After  two  trials,  Richard  has 
thus  far  escaped  conviction,  from  a  doubt,  arising  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress limiting  prosecutions  for  offences  s^inst  the  United  States  to  the 
period  of  two  years,  as  to  whether  he  is  to  be  regarded  as  having  fled 
from  justice. 

By  whom  the  inducement  for  the  commission  of  this  crime  was  offered 
is  to  a  certain  extent  a  matter  of  inference  and  opinion.  The  fire  broke 
out  in  the  room,  in  the  second  story  of  the  building,  occupied  by  a  per- 
son who  was  then  a  clerk  in  the  department,  whose  testimony  before  the 
commission  ordered  by  the  President  had  excited  misgivings  in  minds 
of  many  individuals  as  to  his  having  some  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  the 
fire.  The  door  leading  into  that  room  from  the  main  passage  through 
that  story  of  the  building  was  immediately  opposite  the  door  of  the  room 
in  which  all  the  records  and  papers  relating  to  revolutionary  pensions, 
under  the  act  of  15th  May,  1828,  were  kept,  which  were  mostly  saved 
from  destruction  by  entering  the  room  through  one  of  the  outside  win- 
dows, while  the  building  was  on  fire.  An  individual  who  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  winter  of  1832-3  in  this  city,  who  had  belonged  to  the 
same  quarter  of  the  country  from  which  the  Whites  originated,  had  a 
deep  interest  in  the  destruction  of  those  papers,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  narrative. 

During  its  session  of  1833-4,  Congress  ordered  a  publication  to  be 
made  of  all  the  individuals  in  each  State  receiving  pensions  under  the 
laws  administered  by  the  War  department,  which  were  directed  to  be 
sent  to  every  county  in  the  States.  In  the  course  of  the  month  of  Sep* 
tember,  1834,  Robert  Temple,  of  Vermont,  who  under  a  former  admi- 
nistration had  been  appointed  agent  for  the  payment  of  pensions  in  that 
State,  and  had  been  extensively  engaged  as  agent  in  behalf  of  persons 
applying  for  pensions,  came  to  this  city,  and  made  overtures  to  a  gentle* 
man  then  employed  in  the  Pension-office,  to  have  certain  surreptitious 
changes  made  in  the  list  of  pensioners  in  that  State,  previous  to  its  pub- 
lication. Afler  obtaining  all  possible  particulars  firom  Temple,  this 
gentleman,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicated  these 
overtures  to  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  then  temporarily  chained 
with  the  War  department,  who  consulted  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject.  These  ofiicers  immediately  determined  to 
despatch  a  special  agent  to  Vermont,  for  the  purpose  of  making  investi- 
gation into  the  character  of  the  claims  which  had  been  admitted,  under 
the  agency  of  Temple,  at  the  Treasury^  as  well  as  War  departments 
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— the  former  being  at  that  time  charged  with  the  administration  of  the 
act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1828.  The  district  attorney  of  the  United  States 
was  directed  to  co-operate  in  instituting  such  prosecutions  as  should  be 
deemed  necessary. 

The  special  agent  reached  Rutland  while  the  Circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  was  in  session.  The  district  attorney,  being  much  en- 
gaged in  business  before  the  court,  was  unable  to  bestow  immediate  at* 
tention  upon  this  business,  and  was  anxious  that  such  evidence  as  would 
leave  no  room  for  doubt  should  be  ascertained  before  the  implication  of 
an  individual  holding  the  high  standing  which  Temple  enjoyed  in  the 
community  where  he  lived.  The  agent  therefore  commenced  his  inves- 
tigations in  places  so  remote  from  Rutland  as  to  obviate  any  alarm  or  in- 
quiry on  the.subject  there.  On  the  day  these  preliminaries  had  been  so  far 
completed  that  the  agent  was  returning  to  Rutland,  with  the  result  of  his 
inquiries,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  arrest  of  Temple,  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  directed  to  the  district  attorney,  and  en- 
closing a  letter  written  by  Temple  from  New  York  to  the  gentleman 
with  whom  he  had  communicated  for  the  jpurpose  of  altering  the  list  of 
pensioners,  was  received  of  the  post-office  at  that  place,  and,  having  been 
seen  by  Temple,  was  delivered  to  him  by  the  clerk  of  the  post-office,  upon 
his  statement  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  court-house,  and  would  place 
it  forthwith  into  the  hands  of  the  district  attorney.  After  obtaining  this 
letter  he  immediately  went  to  his  own  house,  and  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards shot  himself  through  the  heart  !  He  had  doubtless  opened  the 
letter  directed  to  the  district  attorney  and  ascertained  from  its  contents 
that  his  frauds  upon  the  public  had  been  made  known,  and  that  pub- 
licity and  punishment  were  at  hand. 

The  investigations  of  the  character  of  the  claims  being  continued,  it 
was  ascertained  that,  out  of  some  twenty-five  presented  by  Temple  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  admitted  there  under  the  act  of  1828,  quite 
one-half  of  the  number  were  false  and  fraudulent ;  the  persons  in 
whose  names  the  pensions  were  granted,  which  had  been  received  by 
Temple  upon  forged  papers,  having  been  either  borne  on  the  rolls  of  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  had  died  many  years  since,  or  mere  fictitious 
persons,  whose  claims  had  been  supported  by  the  testimony  of  imagi- 
nary individuals,  drawn  up  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  department,  and 
verified  in  legal  form  through  the  culpable  laxity  of  the  clerk  of  the 
courts  in  that  covmty.  The  papers  relative  to  these  frauds  were  kept 
in  the  Treasury  department  until  they  were  transferred  to  the  War  de- 
partment by  the  act  of  1835. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  which  induced  the  persons  who  were  en- 
gaged in  destroying  the  building  containing  the  evidences  of  these  and 
probably  other  frauds  upon  the  public,  as  they  must,  for  the  present, 
rest  in  conjecture,  we  forbear  making  any  observations. 

From  the  Penjisylvanian. 

In  Winchester,  Va.,  the  citizens  have  lately  been  much  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  the  town,  ^'  in  consequence  of  several  attempts  to  set  fire  to  it 
in  various  places.  About  two  p.  m.  on  Sunday,  the  11th,  three  two-story 
houses  on  the  main  street  were  burned  to  the  ground.  On  Wednesday 
evening  the  back  building  of  a  large  hotel  was  discovered  to  have  been 
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set  on  five  in  the  ganet,  but  the  flames  were  eitingaisbed  witbcmt  much 
damage.  On  Thursday,  about  eight  p.  m.,  the  handsome  dwelling  of  Mr. 
Bird,  attomey-at-law,  was  entirely  consumed.  On  the  latter  evening  a 
patrol  was  started,  and  while  going  their  rounds  fortunately  diseoyered 
a  house  that  had  been  set  on  fire  but  a  fsw  minutes  before  they  came 
along. 


BOSTON  PIRBS. 

From  the  Pennsylvaman. 
The  bad  work  of  incendiarism  still  continues  at  and  near  Boston. 
They  had  two  fires  on  Sunday  night,  and  two  on  Monday.  Of  the  latter, 
one  was  a  carpenter's  shop,  on  Portland-street,  which  was  consumed,  with 
three  or  four  other  small  buildings.  A  man  named  Sanderson  was 
arrested  under  circumstances  which  left  but  little  doubt  of  his  being  the 
incendiary. 


INCENDIAUISM  IN  BOSTON. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 
There  appears  to  be  a  settled  determination  to  bum  up  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  attempts  have  been  so  multiplied  within  a  few  weeks 
past,  that  the  city  council  has  authorized  the  mayor  to  adopt  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  detect  and  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators,  and 
for  that  purpose  has  placed  at  his  disposal  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
for  the  protection  of  the  city,  and  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  the 
incendiaries. 


From  the  Traveller. 

Within  two  or  three  nights  we  have  had  several  alarms  of  fire,  and  the 
city  authorities  have  offered  rewards  of  2000  dollars  for  the  conviction 
of  persons  believed  to  be  engaged  in  this  high-handed  crime.     A  stahle 
on  Cause way<-8treet,  and  the  carpenter's  shop  of  Mr.  A.  D.  Webber, 
Devonshire- street,  were  set  on  fire  after  midnight  of  Tuesday.    The 
stable  was  but  partially  destroyed.     The  fire  in  Mr.  Webber's  shop, 
being  discovered  by  a  private  watchman  on  State-street,  was  smothered 
with  snow.     About  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning  a  light  was  dis- 
covered in  Brattle-street  church.     On  entering  the  church,  fire  was 
found  in  the  second  story  at  the  head  of  the  stairs,  near  the  entrance  to 
north  gallery,  which  had  burnt  much  of  the  adjacent  wood-work,  but 
was  speedily  extinguished.  It  was  ascertained  that  a  hole  had  been  made 
in  the  staircase,  some  oakum  put  in  and  ignited.  Preparations  were  also 
made  to  set  fire  to  the  city  stables.  Canal-street.     On  Wednesday  night, 
about  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  brick  build- 
ing adjoining  the  New  £ngland  Cofiee-house,  and  occupied  as  a  W.  I. 
Goods  store  by  Messrs.  Patten  and  Prescott.     We  understand  it  was 
owned  by  Lara  Crane,  and  that  it  was  subdued  without  serious  damage. 
On  Wednesday  night  also  an  attempt  was  made  to  fire  the  stable  of 
Mr  .Walter  Niles,  situated  on  the  comer  of  Lafayette-avenue  and  Pftnd- 
street,  by  throwing  ignited  paper  under  the  barn-door,  among  a  quantity 
of  straw' that  lay  near  it ;  but,  fortunately,  it  went  out  of  itself.    On  the 
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same  night,  too,  an  attempt  was  made  to  burn  the  carpenter's  shop  of  Mr. 
John  Chaffin,  comer  of  Stillman  and  Charlestown-streets,  by  throwing 
fire  into  the  shop  through  a  broken  window  on  a  few  Bharings.  They 
were  consumed,  and  the  fire  went  out  without  damage.  Some  of  these 
desperate  incendiaries  will  shortly  be  detected.  There]  is  a  spirit  awake 
which  will  ferret  them  out  and  bring  them  to  speedy  justice. 


From  the  Baltimore  American. 

A  niABOLicAL  attempt  was  made  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on 
Saturday  morning  to  set  fire  to  the  Baltimore  Exchange.  The  presence 
of  smoke  in  the  upper  rooms  of  Page's  Hotel  induced  some  of  the  ser- 
vants to  endeavour  to  discover  the  cause ;  and  at  length,^  on  ascending  to 
the  upper  landing  of  the  stairway  leading  to  the  dome,  they  found  Uiat 
a  lighted  candle  had  been  placed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  communicate  to 
the  short  flight  of  steps  by  which  the  dome  is  entered.  The  fire,  how- 
ever, had  happily  made  but  little  progress  ;  and  a  few  buckets  of  water 
served  to  extinguish  it.  The  commission  of  this  attempt,  in  the  open  day, 
so  closely  resembles  others  that  have  been  heretofore  made,  that  we  can- 
not but  believe  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  are  persons  whose 
appearance  is  not  calculated  to  excite  suspicion.  As  late  as  ten  o'clock 
on  Saturday  morning  the  marine  news  collector  and  a  merchant  were 
in  the  dome,  looking  through  the  telescope  at  some  vessels  below,  and 
when  the  fire  was  discovered  perhaps  not  more  than  an  hour  had  elapsed. 
What  motive  can  prompt  these  fiends  in  human  shape  to  destroy  the 
finest  and  most  costly  public  structures  of  the  city  remains  yet  to  be  de- 
veloped. We  cannot  but  think,  however,  that  some  fortunate  event  will 
yet  lead  to  their  detection  and  condign  punishment. 


SERIOUS  FIRES  IN  BOSTON ATTEMPT  TO  DESTROT  THE  CITY. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Star, 

A  PiRE  broke  out  on  Wednesday  afternoon  in  Mr.  Femald's  foundry, 
in  the  rear  of  Fulton-street,  and  communicated  to  the  carpenter's  shop  of 
Messrs.  Lyford  and  Mitchell.  Both  buildings  were  injured  to  an  amount 
less  than  1000  dollars.  Another  fire  broke  out  soon  after  in  the  Boston 
steam -factory  and  India  rubber  company,  Pitt's  court,  by  the  upsetting  of 
a  barrel  of  turpentine  near  a  stove.  The  whole  building  was  destroyed. 
Loss,  30,000  dollars,  including  a  pearl-factory  in  the  building.  The 
owners  were  Messrs.  Clark  and  Badger.  A  protecting  wall,  erected  for 
the  purpose  some  years  since,  saved  the  buildings  in  Crescent-court. 
The  same  afternoon  a  fire  broke  out  in  Dr.  Adam  Stewart's  mansion,  on 
the  neck,  but  was  soon  got  under.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  some 
villain  attempted  to  set  fire  to  a  store  in  Comhill.  Half-past  eight  there 
was  a  fresh  alarm — proved  to  be  a  carpenter's  shop,  bottom  of  Fayette- 
street.  It  was  totally  destroyed.  There  were  several  other  alarms  during 
the  night,  and  a  state  of  feverish  excitement,  says  the  Boston  Gazette, 
existed  throughout  the  city. 

From  the  New  York  Transcript, 

What  else  but  incendiaries  could  be  expected  in  a  community  where 
a  mob  were  allowed,  with  scarcely  any  opposition,  to  burn  a  convent; 
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and  where  even  a  o<Hnmittee  of  the  leg;i8latare  proposed  to  reward  certain 
of  the  leaders  by  paying  them  500  dollars  each  out  of  the  pablic 
treasury  ?  If  a  few  of  the  convent^bttrners  had  been  hung.  Crocket  and 
Russell  would  probably  never  have  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  coming 
to  the  gallows.  If  any  crimes  deserve  to  be  punished  with  death,  anon 
is  one  ;  and  especially  the  burning  of  a  dwelling-house,  where  the  lires 
of  the  inmates  are  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed. 


FIRE  IN  BROOKLYN. 

On  Saturday  morning,  about  three  o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  in  the  soap-factory  of  Mr.  David  Fay,  in  the  rear  of 
Maine-street,  which  communicated  to  the  adjoining  buildings,  and  was 
not  extinguished  until  almost  all  the  interior  of  the  block  bounded  by 
Maine,  York,  Washington  and  Front  streets,  was  destroyed.  The  owner 
of  the  soap-factory  suspects  that  the  fire  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 


From  the  Ballimore  Chronicle. 

Thkre  were  two  alarms  of  fire  on  Saturday  night  last.  The  iirst, 
about  12  o'clock,  was  occasioned  by  the  burning  of  two  or  three  small  sta- 
bles, in  Cider-alley,  between  Howard  and  Eutaw-streets.  The  prompt 
exertions  of  the  fire-department  prevented  its  further  spread.  It  is  not 
known  how  it  originated. 

The  second,  about  one  o'clock,  and  before  some  of  the  engines  had  left 
the  scene  of  the  first,  proceeded  from  a  three-story  building  in  North 
Charles-street,  a  few  doors  from  Market,  in  the  occupancy  of  Messrs.  S. 
J.  Patterson  and  Co.,  merchant  tailors.  This  also  was  soon  extinguished, 
though  with  considerable  damage  to  the  building.  There  seems  to  be  no 
doubt  that  this,  latter  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary,  who,  most  proba- 
bly, took  this  method  to  cover  a  previous  robbery.  We  are  informed  by 
a  member  of  the  property  guard,  who  was  among  the  lurst  on  the  spot, 
that,  upon  opening  the  door,  not  a  single  article  was  discovered,  except  a 
looking-glass.  Everything  had  been  removed.  The  similarity  of  the 
cirumstances  attending  this  fire  to  that  in  the  hardware-store  of  Messrs. 
Griffith  and  Armistead,  a  few  nights  since,  induces  the  belief  that  our 
city  is  infested  with  a  band  of  robbers  and  incendiaries.  The  police  cannot 
be  too  vigilant  in  their  exertions  to  ferret  them  out 

We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that,  on  these  occasions,  a  repetition 
of  the  disgraceful  contests  between  some  of  the  fire-companies  took  place, 
with  circumstances  of  aggravated  atrocity.  Fire-arms,  we  are  assured 
upon  good  authority,  were  used,  and  it  was  only  through  good  luck  that 
very  serious  damage,  and  perhaps  the  loss  of  valuable  lives,  did  not  en- 
sue. When  we  can  ascertain  the  particulars  authentically,  they  shall  be 
laid  before  the  public,  with  such  comment  as  the  oc(^on  calls  for. 


Fr(m.  the  Baltimore  American. 

We  learn  that  yesterday's  investigations,  relative  to  the  recent  disas- 
trous fire  at  the  court-house,  resulted  in  no  developementa  of  importance. 
As  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  there  is  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  those  who 
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are  best  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  in  connection  with  it  that 
have  been  brought  to  light; — it  was  certainly  the  act  of  an  incendiary. 

Almost  before  the  smoke  had  ceased  to  ascend  from  this  scene  of  de- 
vastation, incendiary  designs  were  renewed  in  other  quarters  of  the  city. 
Ou  Saturday  night,  about  seven  o'clock,  the  female  orphan  asylum,  in 
Franklin-street,  was  attempted  to  be  fired,  by  placing  some  coals  and 
shavings  under  the  wooden  steps  in  froiit  of  the  asylum.  They  were, 
happily,  soon  discovered  and  the  diabolical  attempt  frustrated.  The  in- 
cendiaries, in  this  case,  were  two  negro  men.  On  Sunday  morning,  while 
the  congregation  were  engaged  at  service  within,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fire  the  church  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan,  by  placing  a  lighted  candle  under 
some  benches  piled  under  the  stair-way  leading  to  the  gallery.  The  smoke 
arising  from  the  burning  wood  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  cause,  and  thus 
again  was  the  villanous  design  frustrated. 

The  repetition  of  these  daring  attempts  to  spread  destruction  through 
the  city  calls  for  the  greatest  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  community — not 
only  that  further  mischief  may  be  prevented,  but  that  some  clue  may  be 
found  that  will  lead  to  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  incendiaries. 

We  had  also  a  large  fire  at  Hoboken  this  morning,  when  the  Eagle  hotel, 
two  frame  buildings,  and  two  stables  were  consumed.  The  hotel  com- 
prises a  part  of  the  Zabriskie  property,  and  was  occupied  by  Mr.  L. 
Yanbuskirk,  whose  loss  is  estimated  at  6,000  dollars,  and  was  totally  un- 
insured; several  horses  were  destroyed  in  the  stables  before  they  could  be 
got  out.  The  frame  dwelling-houses  were  occupied,  one  as  a  grocery- 
store  and  dwelling-house  by  a  Mr.  Luther,  and  the  other  as  the  printing- 
office  of  the  Jersey  Blue  newspaper — the  type  used  in  the  compilation  of 
which  journal  was  alone  saved.  The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
work  of  an  incendiary. 


INCENOIARIES.    \ 

From  the  Inquirer* 

Several  attempts  have  recently  been  made  by  incendiaries  to  fire  the 
city  of  Nashville.  The  attempts  were  made  en  stables,  but  fortunately 
the  fire  was  discovered  suflficieritly  early  to  prevent  serious  damage. 


From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin, 

For  near  a  week  past  the  inhabitants,  of  various  quarters  of  our  city 
have  been  kept  in  continual  excitement  by  the  constant  alarms  of  fire. 
Every  day  one  or  more  houses  are  consumed,  while  others  are  saved  by 
the  activity  of  our  firemen,  after  being  fairly  on  fire. 

The  conflagrations  are  confined  chiefly  to  the  smaller  houses  of  the 
suburbs,  and  are  especially  to  be  deprecated,  as  they  leave  without  shelter 
many  poor,  but .  industrious  families.  No  doubt,  we  believe,  is  enter- 
tained, but  that  in  many  instances  the  burning  has  been  the  work  of  in- 
cendiaries, and  many  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  in  the  city  an  organized 
band  whose  object  is,  if  possible,  to  envelope  the  whole  city  in  flames. 
The  council  of  the  second  municipality,  with  their  usual  promptness  and 
liberality,  have  o£fered  a  reward  of  1,000  dollars  for  the  detection  of  the 
incendiaries,  and  the  various  insurance  companies  of  the  city  have  like- 
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wise  offered  3,000  dolldrs.  A  reward  of  500  dollajrs  lias  also  been  of- 
fered by  Messrs.  Dqyle  and  May,  for  the  exposure  of  the  individuals  who 
attempted  to  fire  their  paint-store  in  Caronddet-street 


From  the  Cleveland  Advertiser,  Ohio* 
About  nine  o'clock  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  west  end  of  Mr.  John 
Blair's  forwarding-house,  which,  before  its  progress  could  be  arrested, 
destroyed  the  one  adjoining  and  the  large  steam-mill  owned  by  Edmund 
Clark  and  Richard  Hilliard.  Blair's  warehouse  was  occupied  by  Ward 
and  Smith,  who  had  3,000  bushels  of  com  and  other  property  destroyed ; 
their  loss,  however,  is  small,  being  insured.  Blair's  loss,  2,000  dollars. 
Clark  and  Hilliard's  loss,  about  6,000  dollars,  no  insurance.  The  iron- 
foundry  and  other  contiguous  buildings  caught,  but  by  the  active  exertions 
of  the  firemen,  no  serious  damage  was  sustained.  The  origin  of  the 
fire  is  said  to  have  been  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 


VILLANOUS. 

•  From  the  Cleveland  Gazette. 

Another  unsuccessfiil  attempt]was  made  last  night  to  destroy  the  fiee- 
bridge  across  the  Cayuhoga,  with  gunpowder.  But  part  of  the  powder  in 
the  mine  exploded,  and  no  damage  was  sustained.  The  miscreants  took 
to  flight  before  their  plans  were  perfected.  We  believe  this  to  be  the 
fifth  or  sixth  attempt  to  destroy  this  very  useful  public  thoroughfare  by 
similar  means. 


SOMETIMES   BT    FIRE. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian  Herald  and  Sentinel, 

The  post-ofl5ce  building  at  Troy,  Miama  county,  Ohio,  was  discovered 
to  be  on  fire  about  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  inst.  The 
alarm  being  seasonably  given,'  and  the  night  calm,  the  flames  were  ex- 
tinguished before  making  much  progress.  The  books,  letters,  and  pa- 
pers, were  principally  saved.  The  building  was  small,  standing  apart 
from  any  other ;  and,  on  examination,  the  post-master  stated  that  it  had 
been  broken  open  and  robbed  of  about  825  dollars  of  post-office  funds, 
all  of  which  was  in  specie  except  195  dollars.  The  atten^)t  to  destroy 
the  building  would  thus  seem  to  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  conceal- 
ing the  previous  robbery. 


From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  inst.,  an  attempt  was  made  to  set  fire  to  a 
very  combustible  part  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 


ANOTHER    INCENni/lRY   ATTEMPT. 

From  the  Charleston  Courier. 

One  of  the  most  daring  and  systematic  attempts  waa .  made  to  fire  our 
city»  on  Thursday  night  laati  that  haa  ever  come  under  our  obaervatioB. 


APPEMTDIX  VI.  419 

It  appears  that  the  combustihle  matter  which  waa  to  communkate  (the 
fire  had  been  placed  inside  the  weather-boarding,  and  under  the  window 
of  a  wooden  tenement  on  the  west  side  of  King-street,  a  few  doors  south 
of  ClifiPord*-8treet,  only  about  one  square  from  where  the  great  fire  com- 
menced— a  board  next  to  the  pavement  haying  been  ripped  off  for  the 
purpose,  and  repkced,  but  without  being  fastened. 


THE   FIRES    IN   NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  New  Orleans  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Express  says,  that 
on  the  previous  day  there  was  an  almost  ceaseless  alarm  of  fire,  and 
adds : — "  The  bells  were  rung  some  ten  or  twelve  different  times,  and  we 
are  told  that  two  or  three  houses  were  on  fire,  in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
before  12  o'clock.  About  two  o'clock,  the  bells  sounded  again.  The  cry 
of  fire  was  heard  through  the  streets ;  when  it  was  discovered  that  a 
grocery  on  the  corner  of  the  rail-road  leading  to  the  Lake,  and  Casacalvo- 
street,  was  on  fire.  *  From  this  house  the  flames  spread  with  astonishing 
rapidity  through  the  whole  square,  leaving  only  some  half-dozen  tenements 
on  the  north  side. 

*^  On  this  occasion,  as  in  almost  every  other,  where  large  fires  occur, 
a  good  deal  of  plundering  and  fighting  was  going  on.  Some  three  or 
four  persons  were  arrested  in  the  act  of  stealing,  and  carried  off  to  the 
calaboose.  One  of  the  firemen  received  a  wound  l3y  a  blow  from  a  sword, 
made  by  some  one  in  the  crowd,  who  was  not  discovered." 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  11th  inst.,  in  speaking  of  the  fact  that 
these  fires  are  caused  by  incendiaries,  says : — "  About  half-past  eight 
o'clock *on  Monday  night,  one  of  our  citizens.  Judge  Preval,  discovered  a' 
white  man  concealed  under  a  shed  in  his  yard. — The  fellow  affected  to  be 
drunk'  when  questioned  about  his  business  there.  He  has  been  safely 
lodged  in  prison,  and  it  is  hoped  that  his  examination  may  elicit  some  facts 
which  may  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  gang  of  incendiaries,  one  of  whom 
he  doubtless  is.  On  the  previous  day,  about  11  o'clock,  a.m.,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  fire  the  buildings  at  the  comer  of  Ursuline  and  St.  Claude 
streets,  the  property  of  Mr.  Rozuan.  Already  had  the  combustible 
matter  placed  for  the  purpose  ignited,  when  the  flames  were  discovered 
by  a  child,  who  gave  the  alarm." 


FIRE   AT   WASHINGTON. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer, 

An  alarm  of  fire  in  this  city,  yesterday  morning,  produced  a  more  than 
usual  excitement  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  and  induced  the  greatest  ex- 
ertions on  the  part  of  firec-ompanies  and  individuals,  which  were  crowned 
with  surprising  success,  though  they  did  not  succeed  in  preventing  the 
destruction  of  property  belonging  to  three  or  four  persons. 

The  fire  was  discovered  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  a  frame- 
stable  occupied  by  Mr.  Grolding,  on  the  east  side  of  Eight-street,  (not  far 
south  of  the  burnt  Post  Office,)  which  was  entirely  in  a  light  blaze  almost 
before  any  persons  had  gathered  round  the  spot. 

The  fire  soon  communicated  to  a  carpenter's  shop,  and  thence  to  the 
framed  welling«houBe  belonging  to  Mr*  Lambert  Tr^,  on  the  north  of  it, 
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and  to  the  brick  tavern  and  dwelling  belonging  tP  the  heir8  of  M*Glue, 
on  the  south  side,*  being  the  comer  of  the  square.  It  thence  caught  and 
burnt  two  tenements  on  D  street,  belonging  to  Mr.  Hayman,  and  next 
caught  Mrs.  Hamill's  house,  which,  though  not  burnt,  was  a  good  deal 
injured.  This  house  stands  next  to  the  extensive  buildings  occupied 
by  the  office  and  printing  establishment  of  the  National  Intelligencer^ 
which  was  throughout  in  the  greatest  danger,  and  was  only  saved  by  the 
intelligence  and  energy  with  which  the  efforts  of  the  fire-companies  were 
made,  and  the  generous,  prudent,  and  courageous  conduct  of  active  in- 
dividuals, among  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  tell  whether  the  mecbaBics 
and.  traders  of  this  city,  or  the  persons  holding  official  stations,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  were  most  zealously  and  disinterestedly  active. 

Another  alarm  of  fire  drew  the  companies  and  the  people  together  at 
about  one  o'clock.  It  proved  to  be  the  stable  in  the  rear  of  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Colston,  in  Sixth-street,  the  wood-work  and  contents  of  which 
were  destroyed. 

The  occurrence  of  this  last  fire  in  a  building  in  which  fire  is  never 
used,  immediately  following  the  fire  in  a  similariy  situated  building, 
seemed  to  strengthen  the  impression  that  the  first  fire,  as  well  as  the 
second,  was  the  work  of  incendiaries. 


FroTii  the  Herald  and  Standard. 

Incendiaries  appear  to  be  at  work  in  almost  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  Three  attempts  were  made  the  week  before  last  to  bum  the 
town  of  Mount  Sterling  (Tennessee),  and  several  buildings  were  de- 
stroyed. Five  attempts  were  made  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Phila- 
delphia^  some  of  which  were  successful. 


From  the  Baltimore  American, 

Besides  the  fires  noticed  in  yesterday's  paper,  several  other  attempts 
were  made  to  fire  the  city  on  Saturday  night,  which  happily  proved  abor- 
tive from  an  early  discovery  of  them.  The  manner  in  which  these 
occurrences  have  taken  place  leaves  no  doubt  of  their  having  originated 
in  deliberate  design.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  from  the  number  and 
character  of  these  incendiary  attempts,  that  unless  extraordinary  means 
are  adopted  for  the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  perpetrators,  the  city 
is  likely  to  be  kept  again  in  the  state  of  alanh  and  danger  which  pre- 
vailed some  months  ago  from  the  same  cause. 


From  a  Philadelphia  Paper, 

Yesterday  afternoon,  about  one  o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  large 
building  situate  in  Spruce-street,  near  the  Schuylkill  river,  occupied  by 
Mr.  John  Eckstein  and  Co.  as  a  cotton  factory.  The  flames  spread  with 
fearful  rapidity,  and  notwithstanding  the  powerful  exertions  made  by  our 
enterprising  firemen,  who  "repaired  to  the  scene  of  conflagration  with 
their  accustomed  alacrity,  the  extensive  building,  together  with  its  valu- 
able contents,  were  soon  reduced  to  ashes.  The  fire  communicated  to 
several  small  buildings,  occupied,  as  we  learn,  by  the  workmen  of  the  fac- 
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tory  and  their  families^  which  were  principally  destroyed.    Thirty  or 
forty  cords  of  wood,  it  is  said,  were  likewise  burnt. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  the  fire  is  supposed  to-have  been  the  act 
of  an  incendiary. 


ANOTHER   FIRE    AT    NEW    HAVEN. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Last  night,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  an  alarm 
was  given  by  the  watch  at  New  Haven,  and  the  fire  was  found  to  proceed 
from  the  Fire  Wood  Depository  of  Yale  College,  which  was  consumed 
with  astonishing  rapidity,  threatening  destruction  to  the  Trumbull  Gal- 
lery, College  Hall,  Laboratory,  &c. 

The  fire,  like  the  one  on  Sunday  evening,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
caused  by  incendiaries. 

a   TOWN   BURNED. 

•    From  the  Charleston  Mercury. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Charleston  Mercury : — 
Distressing  Conflagration, — The  town  of  Monrovia,  in  Gadsden 
county,  we  regret  to  learn,  says  the  Tallahasse  Watchman  of  the 
sixteenth  inst.,  has  been  entirely  consumed  by' fire,  with  the  exception  of 
a  kitchen  and  hen-house.  The  iire  occurred  when  all  the  inhabitants 
were  absent  or  asleep ;  and  the  particulars,  therefore,  cannot  be  arrived 
at.  It  is  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  The  church,  aca« 
demy,  banking-house,  post-office,  and  exchange  are  all  gone.  We  learn 
that  most  of  the  property  was  uninsured.  Suspicion  rests  upon  the 
cashier  of  the  Monrovia  bank  as  the  probable  incendiary,  as  it  is  believed 
he  embezzled  a  large  amount  of  the  funds  of  that  institution.  The  ruin 
is  so  entire,  that  doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  town  will  ever  re- 
cover from  the  shock. 

Charleston^  June  9,-5,  P.  M. 

Three  more  attempts  to  set  fire  were  made  yesterday,  but  were  dis- 
covered in  time  to  prevent  any  damage. 


incendiaries  again. 
From  the  Boston  Gazette, 
A  most  diabolical  attempt  was  made  last  Tuesday  evening,  between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock,  to  set  fire  to  the  large  wooden  building  in  Peck  Lane, 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  *Vthe  colleges,"  and  said  to  be  occu- 
pied by  about  forty-five  families.  A  woman  went  into  the  cellar  for  a 
pail  of  water  about  half-past  nine,  and  was  immediately  passed  by  a 
man  who  came  from  under  the  stairway.  On  examination,  it  was  found 
he  had  taken  a  large  quantity  of  cooper's  chips  from  a  pile  m  the 
cellar,  and  placed  them,  together  with  a  quantity  of  common  matches, 
under  the  stairway,  and  was  no  doubt  in  the  act  of  setting  tire  to  them 
when  the  woman  made  her  appearance.    He  was  dressed  in  a  dark 
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frock  coat.  Three  men  who  kept  watch  the  remainder  of  the  night, 
were  attacked  by  three  others  with  brick-bats,  but  the  latter  immediately 
afterwards  disappeared. 

flOSFITAL   BURNT    A.S  A   NUISANCE. 

From  the  Vicksburg  Register. 
The  small-pox  hospital  was  last  night  burnt  to  the  ground.  No  doubt 
was  entertained  but  that  it  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary,  and  possibly 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the  neighbours  in  that  section 
have  been  complaining  of  it  for  a  length  of  time  as  a  great  nuisance. 


APPENDIX   VII. 

OUTRAGES  IN  CONGRESS — LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLIES — COURTS  OF 

JUSTICE,  ETC. 


MORE  DISGRACEFUL  SCENES  AT  WASHINGTON. 

Extract  to  the  Editor ^  dated  Washington^  May  14,  1832. 

Now  it  was  thought  that  the  House  would  proceed  to  business. 
How  vain  the  expectation !  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Ohio,  got  up,  presented 
another  case  of  "  privilege"  to  the  House,  and  got  them  again  into  as 
pretty  a  bit  of  a  hurricane  as  I  ever  saw.  Doctor  Davis,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cooke,  demanding  an  explanation  of  some 
question  when  he  was  a  witness.  Mr.  Cooke  took  it  for  a  challenge  for 
''  words  spoken  in  debate,"  and  hence  he  made  the  motion.  A  resolu- 
tion was  offered  for  raising  a  committee  to  inquire  into  and  investigate 
this  "  breach  of  privilege."  On  this  question,  a  violent  personal  debate 
arose,  which  would,  for  intemperance  of  language  and  wholesale  abuse 
of  private  character,  absolutely  disgrace  the  lowest  porter-house  or  club- 
house, in  the  lowest  place  in  the  lowest  city  of  the  lowest  country  in  the 
world.  Messrs.  Stanberry,  Cooke,  Burgess,  of  R.  I.,  and  most  espe- 
cially Mr.  Arnold,  of  Te,  took  a  very  active  and  violent  stand  in  this  de- 
bate. 'Hie  question  was  seldom  touched — personal  character  was  as- 
sailed—^most  violently  attacked — low  insinuations  thrown  out — threats 
and  denunciations  fulminated — attacks  made  on  individuals^  and  eveu 
the  members  broke  through  all  rules  and  orders,  and  assailed  each  other. 
With  the  greatest  difficulty  could  the  speaker  keep  them  to  the  question. 
Stanberry  was  violent.  Burgess  more  so ;  but  Arnold  out-heroded  Herod. 
He  assailed  in  the  most  violent  language,  and  most  unbecoming  gesdcu- 
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lations,  Hottston,  and  particularly  Major  Heard,  with  whom  he  had  had 
a  quarrel  or  hrawl  in  the  avenue  a  few  days  since.  A  newspaper  con- 
troversy had  taken  place,  which  you  must  have  seen,  in  which  they 
ahused  each  other  very  heartily,  and  very  justly,  no  douht.  Arnold  in- 
troduced thifl  brawl  into  his  speech,  and  spoke  against  Heard  in  the  most 
violent  tone  and  gesture. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  nega- 
tived. This  was  the  morning's  work  in  the  House ',  now  for  the  after- 
noon's business  out  of  the  House. 

At  the  very  foot  of  the  great  marble  steps  of  the  western  entrance  to 
the  Capitol,  a  scene  took  place  which  beggars  description  for  its  atrocity, 
madness,  and  disgracefiilness.  Heard,  who  had  been  attacked  so  vio- 
lently on  the  floor  of  the  House  by  Arnold  in  the  morning,  replied  to  him 
in  the  afternoon  oh  this  spot,  by  making  a  desperate  attempt  upon  the 
life  of  the  member,  while  he  was  descending  the  steps,  surrounded  by 
the  whole  house  of  representatives.  Heard  went  up  to  Arnold,  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  about  four  o'clock,  in  the  passage  to  the  outer 
gate  of  the  grounds  surrounding  the  capitol,  and  after  some  incoherent 
words  uttered  like  a  madman,  presented  a  long  pistol,  and  fired  it  at 
Arnold.  Arnold  sprung  upon  him  like  a  tiger,  knocked  the  pistol  out  of 
his  hand,  raised  his  sword  cane,  and  fell  upon  him  with  several  blows  in 
the  most  infuriated  manner.  Heard  gave  way,  was  soon  covered  with 
blood,  fell  down,  and  received  several  violent  plunges  from  Arnold's 
sword  cane.  The  members  were  standing  around  in  every  direction : 
some  interfered ;  many  vociferated ;  great  excitement  prevailed,  and  the 
aflair  was  over  in  a  few^minutes.  Arnold  carried  off  the  pistol  under  a 
high  state  of  excited  feeling.  The  members  were  equally  excited,  col- 
lected in  groups,  separated,  and  then  walked  down  the  avenue  to  their 
boarding-houses. 

It  was  supposed  at  first  that  Heard  had  been  killed;  but  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes he  got  up,  went  round  to  the  brook  in  the  neighbourhood,  washed 
the  blood  off  hu  face,  and  returned  down  the  avenue  with  his  head  tied 
up  in  a  handkerchief. 

Such  I  believe  is  a  true  account  of  this  disgraceful  affair  and  this  dis- 
graceful day.  What  will  foreign  nations  think  of  our  morals  and  man- 
ners ?  How  will  they  estimate  that  propriety  which  ought  to  distinguish 
our  debates,  and  that  morality  which  should  characterise  our  manners  ! 
In  the  inside  of  the  capitol  the  public  time  and  public  money  are  wasted 
upon  attacks  on  private  character  both  of  citizens  and  members;  and 
outside  the  capitol,  violent  members  are  attacked  and  shot  at  by  equally 
violent  and  blood-thirsty  citizens.  What  is  the  cause  of  such  a  state  of 
things  ?  What  is  the  origin  of  such  humiliating  scenes  ?  The  utter  de- 
gradation into  which  the  debates  of  both  houses  are  fallen.  Instead  of 
transacting  the  business  of  the  people,  the  whole  time  of  certain  members 
of  Congress  is  spent  in  vindictive  assaults  upon  each  other,  or  upon  per- 
sons  not  members  of  Congress.  Public  measures  are  neglected  for  the 
pursuit  of  private  defamation;  public  business  gives  way  to  piquant  de- 
bates on  private  character  and  reputation.  The  bullies  and  blackguards 
in  the  House  (pardon  the  terms)  threaten  the  bullies  and  blackguards 
out  of  the  House ;  the  one  assaults  with  a  speech ;  the  other  with  a  pistol. 
Thus  we  go  from  worse  to  worse.  Gentlemanly  language  is  discarded-- 
propriety  of  demeanour  in  disgrace— ^egance  and  urbanity  completely  in 
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the  shade.  Alas,  for  our  day  !  Ever  since  the  period  when  John  C. 
Calhoun,  as  presiding  officer,  permitted  John  Rfindolph  to  defame,  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate,  the  private  character  of  Henry  Clay,  and  Hemy 
Clay,  under  the  influence  of  passion,  attempted  the  life  of  John  Ran- 
dolph, have  the  manner  and  moods  of  puhlic  dehates  in  Congress  been  . 
sinking  and  sinking,  till  it  has  reached 

«-^  <  In  the  lowest  deep  a  lower  deep.* 

Enquirer  of  Philadelphia. 

THE  AFFAIR  IN  THE  COMMITTEE-ROOM. 

'From  the  Globe, 
Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Inve^igaiiony  J.  Garland, 

Chairman, 

Wednesday f  Jan.  25,  1837. 

By  Mr.  Peyton. — Question  15.  —  Did  you  receive  any  letter  or 
recommendation  from  Roger  B.  Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  coun- 
tenance or  encourage  you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplated,  or 
did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or  countenance  you  in 
that  capacity,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  department? 

Mr.  Whitney. — Answer* — I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory; 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  has  asserted,  posi- 
tively and  puhlicly,  that  the  suhstance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  be- 
ginning with  *'  or  did  he;"  &c.,  therefore,  being  the  party  accused,  I  am 
not  a  proper  witness.  I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has 
made  the  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce  his  proof. 

Mr.  Peyton  thus  explains  the.  subsequent  occurrence,  as  given  in  the 
Intelligencer:  — 

*'  I  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  personal  altercation  with  one  who  is  as 
completely  shielded  from  the  notice  of  all  honourable  men  by  his  in- 
famy as  a  mad  dog  is  by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  he  accompanied 
that  answer  ¥rith  a  scowl,  a  frown,  an  insulting  look  of  defiance,  di- 
rected boldly  to  me  personally,  which  perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.  T 
appealed.  Sir,  immediately  to  the  Chair,  to  know  if  the  witness  should  be 
permitted  to  insult  me.  I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  I  would  teach  him 
better  than  to  insult  me ;  that  I  would  let  him  know  that  I  required  no 
constitutional  privilege  to  chastise  him  if  he  dared  to  insult  me ;  that,  if 
he  did,  I  would  put  him  to  death  on  the  spot.  Sir,  I  used  language 
which  was  harsh,  for  I  was  excited,  as  any  man  would  have  been  who 
has  a  soul  within  him  fit  to  be  saved.  The  Chair  called  to  order,  and  I 
took  my  seat.  He  says  I  drew  a  pistol  upon  him;  it  is  false.  After  I 
sat  down  he  rose  and  began  again ;  I  walked  to  him  again,  and  he,  at 
that  moment,  seemed  as  if  he  was  about  to  use  some  weapon :  he  had 
hisliand  in  his  pocket,  and  when  I  walked  up  to  him  I  put  my  hand  in 
my  bosom,  but  I  drew  nothing  from  it.  Every  one  present  believed, 
from  his  attitude,  he  was  armed  with  deadly  weapons.  My  friend  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  interposed,  the  witness  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
committee  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  censuring  his  insulting  be- 
haviour." 

Mr.  Wise's  version  is  as  follows : — 
\    *'  As  soon  as  the  answer  was  read  I  looked  at  my  firiend,  and  saw  he 
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wat  flushed  witb  excitement ;  his  face  beamed  with  indignatioii ;  no  one 
could  mistake  his  feelings.  He  first  addressed  the  Chairman,  by  saying, 
'  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  you  distinctly  to  inform  the  witness  tibat  he  is 
not  to  insult  me  here.'  He  was  proceeding,  when  I  arose,  and  re- 
marked, *  Mr.  Chairman,  the  d— — d  insolence  of  this  witness  is  insuf- 
•  ferable,  and  has  been  borne  long  enough.'  He  had,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  question  because  it  was  *  inquisitorial,' 
and  because  another  was  *  inquisitorial'  he  declined  to  answer  it,  and 
had  rung  all  the  changes  upon  that  word  till,  if  reiteration  could  con- 
vince and  supply  the  place  of  truth,  one  might  have  believed,  from  mere 
repetition,  that  the  committee  was  what  it  has  been  denounced  to  be, 
worse  than  a  Spanish  Inquisition !     Sir,  he  had  received  his  cue. 

*'  But  to  proceed.  My  friend  rose  as  I  uttered  the&e  words  respecting 
the  witness,  put  me  back  with  his  arm,  and  said, '  This  is  my  business. 
Wise,  not  yours.'  And  he  walked  straight  up  to  the  witness  where  he 
sat,  and  said  to  him  nearly  in  these  words — I  will  endeavour  to  give  his 
very  words,  however  harsh :  '  You  talk  about  my  shielding  myself  be- 
hind my  constitutional  privileges.  Now,  I  tell  you  that  I  claim  no  con- 
stitutional privileges  to  protect  me  from  your  insults  in  my  presence ; 
and,  you  d  d  thief  and  robber,  if  you  dare  to  insult  me  here  or  else- 
where, to  my  face,  I  will  put  you  to  death  on  the  spot.'  The  chairman 
had  called  me  to  order,  and  I  (ad  sat  down ;  he  immediately  called  my 
friend  back  to  his  seat.  For  it  is  but  due,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  chairman 
to  say  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  in  all  respects,  on  that  committee.  My 
friend  took  his  seat,  when  the  witness  rose,  and  began  to  say,  *  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  have  been  summoned  to  appear  before  this  committee,  and 
I  claim  its  protection.'  He  did  not  finish  the  sentence  before  my  friend 
rose,  and  told  him  to  sit  down.  *  Sit  down,  sir ;  you  have  no  right  to 
speak  here  but  in  writing,  and  you  shall  not  utter  a  word ;  if  you  speak 

another  word  I  will' Sir,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 

said  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epithets,  such  as  '  d— d 
scoundrel.'  The  witness  uttered  not  a  word,  but  he  was  standing,  and 
immediately  advanced  his  left  foot,  and  put  his  right  hand  in  his  panta- 
loons' right  pocket.  I  was  standing  then  immediately  behind  my  friend, 
and,  seeing  Whitney  assume  this  attitude,  I  walked  quietly  around  the 
end  of  the  table,  near  to  Whitney's  left  side.  I  expected  him  to  draw  a 
deadly  weapon  on  my  friend.  I  watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm, 
the  elbow  of  which  could  be  seen  by  me ;  and,  had  it  moved  one  inch, 
he  had  died  upon  the  spot !  That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not 
be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to  say  that,  if  he  had 
drawn  his  deadly  weapon  on  my  friend,  it  should  never  have  done  its 
execution.  I  considered  my  friend  in  imminent  danger,  and  stood  pre- 
pared to  arrest  it,  to  prevent  his  life  from  being  taken  by  a  villain  who 
wore  every  appearance,  and  assumed  the  very  attitude,  of  an  insidious 
assassin.  Happily  I  had  no  occasion  to  interpose,  but,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  to  force  my  friend  away,  who  had,  seeing  the  position  of  the 
witness,  put  his  hand  in  his  bosom.  I  stepped  in  between  them,  took 
hold  of  Mr.  Peyton,  caught  him  by  his  waistcoat,  and  closed  it.  I 
told  him  Whitney's  blood  was  not  worth  spilling,  and  was  not  fit  to  stain 
any  man ;  he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  My  friend  sat  down,  say- 
ing, '  Yes,  he  is  worth  my  notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults 
me.     I  would  notice  any  d d  dog. '    The  chiurman  expostulated 
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with  him,  and  my  friend  replied,  ^  Yon  have  not  Been  him,  sir ;  he  hag 
been  looking  at  me — looking  at  me,  sir,  and  he  shall  not  look  at  me 
again.  I  submit  it  to  you,  sir,  whether  I  have  not  treated  him  as  if  he 
were  a  gentleman.'  The  Chair  remonstrated  against  further  disorder. 
Whitney  had  not  uttered  a  word  after  he  was  ordered  by  my  Mend  to  be 
silent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  retired  and  returned  to  the  commit- 
tee-room. Mr.  Hamer  had  been  speaking ;  the  witness  was  requested 
to  retire.  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  resolution  you  have  heard  read ;  it 
passed  unanimously ;  witness  was  called  in ;  the  chairman  returned  him 
his  offensive  answer,  and  informed  him  of  the  resolution ;  and  he  imme- 
diately said,  '  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  been  disrespectful  to  the  com- 
mittee, I  regret  it,  sir,  and  apologize  for  it.' " 

Mr.  Wise  closes  with  the  coup  d  *csil  of  the  affair. 

**  Sir,  if  you  had  been  present  and  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night, 
you  would  have  been  struck  with  the  immense  difference  between  the 
two  men.  I  will  tell  you  what  you  would  have  seen :  you  would  ha?e 
seen  the  high  elevation  of  an  hopest,  bold,  courageous,  manly,  noble 
disposition,  above  a  low,  base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dishonest  wretch ! 
That,  sir,  was  the  only  spectacle  you  would  have  seen.  And  I  say, 
sir,  let  those  of  the  two  classes  of  spirits  then  present  be  respectively 
consorted  together,  and  assimilated  to  each  other !" 

Both  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Wise  assert  that,  save  the  resolutions 
copied  by  Mr.  Whitney,  there  is  no  truth  in  the  statement.  We  think, 
if  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise  be  compared  with  that  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
that  it  will  be  found  that  the  latter  has  not  aggravated  the  case  in  his 
favour.     This  is  the  opinion  of  many  with  whom  we  have  conversed. 

That  our  readers  may  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's statement  with  the  statements  of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  we 
introduce  it.  Referring  to  the  answer  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Peyton's  in- 
terrogatory, he  said : 

''This  was  handed  to  the  chairman,  who  read  it  to  the  committee; 
upon  which  Mr.  Peyton,  in  a  most  violent  and  passionate  manner,  sprang 
from  his  seat,  and  exclaimed,  *^  The  damned  infernal  scoundrel  should 
not  insult  him  there ;  that,  constitution  or  no  constitution,  he  (as  I  unde^ 
stood  him  to  say)  would  have  the  life  of  the  damned  villain ;"  at  the  same 
time  advancing  and  thrusting  his  hand  into  his  bosom,  under  his  waist- 
coat, as  I  supposed,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  forth  some  concealed 
weapon.  Expecting  an  assault,  I  put  myself  in  a  posture  of  defence. 
Before  he  had^ot  forward  to  me,  and  before  he  had  drawn  his  hand 
from  his  bosom,  Mr.  Wise  sprang  before  him,  and  pushed  him  back,  say- 
ing, *  Don't,  Peyton  ;  the  damned  scoundrel  is  not  worth  minding.'  I  im- 
mediately took  my  seat,  when  both  Mr. Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  commenced 
the  most  violent  abuse  of  me,  the  latter  calling  me '  a  damned  plunderer,' 
and  '  a  damned  dog;'  when  I  rose  and  said, '  Mr.  Chairman,  I  claim 
the  protection  of  the  committee  while  I  am  before  it.'  When  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, addressing  himself  to  me,  said,  '  You  shan't  speak ;  God  damn  you, 
hold  your  tongue.'  And  when  I  had  seated  myself,  still  keeping  my  eye 
upon  him,  he  said,  *  God  damn  you,  take  your  eyes  off  of  me ;  you  shan't 
look  at  me.'  And  after  this  he  rose,  and,  with  Mr.  Wise,  advanced  to- 
wards me,  the  latter  with  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and  stood  before  me 
for  a  minute  or  more,  as  if  supposing  they  could  intimidate  me  by  their 
united  frowns." 


J 
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Extractjrom  the  Ltmisville  Journals    183*7. 

On  the  18th  ultimo  there  was  quite  an  a£Fray  at  Indianopolis  between 
two  members  of  the  Indiana  LegislaJture,  Mr.  P.  of  Pike,  and  Mr.  J.  of 
Vanderburgh.  In  the  course  of  a  debate  P.  gave  J.  the  lie.  After  the 
adjournment  J.  struck  P.  two  or  three  times,  when  they  were  parted*. 
P.  subsequently  attacked  J.  in  the  Legislative  hall,  striking  him  with  a 
hickory  cane,  and  J.  returned  the  blows  with  his  fist.  Both  were  armed 
with  deadly  weapons  during  the  last  rencontre,  P.  holding  his  knife  in 
his  hand.     The  House,  at  the  last  date,  was  investigating  the  affair. 


Extract  from  the  New  York  American, — July, 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York  American  gives'  the 
following  particulars  of  a  Congressional  fracas. 

*'  Yesterday  morning  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Maury,  of  Tennessee,  had 
a  pugilistic  encounter  in  the  House,  a  few  minutes  after  it  adjourned. 
They  were  much  bruised,  and  each  received  a  brace  of  black  eyes.  The 
circumstances  were  as  follows : — It  appears  that,  early  on  Sunday  mom 
ing,  Mr.  Maury  was  very  active  in  procuring  a  call  of  the  House,  in  order 
to  show  to  the  country  who  were  the  delinquents.  Mr.  Campbell  was 
among  the  absentees,  and  was  brought  to  the  bar  with  the  rest  in  custody 
of  the  Serjeant-at-arms.  At  eight  o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned, 
the  latter  went  to  his  colleague  and  reproached  him  for  his  conduct  in 
aiding  the  call,  at  the  same  time  alleging  that  Mr.  M.  had  done  it  with  a 
view  to  injure  him  (Mr.  C.)  at  home,  among  his  constituents.  Crimina- 
tion and  recrimination  followed,  and  each  gentleman  honoured  his  oppo- 
nent with  the  epithet  of  '  liar,' '  scoundrel,'  and  so  forth.  As  might  be 
expected,  a  personal  conflict  was  the  result,  and  blows  were  bestowed  in 
abundance.  Not  more  than  five  members  remained  when  the  Aracas 
commenced,  and  they,  of  course,  did  not  attempt  to  interfere.  After  the 
belligerents  had  belabpured  each  other  to  their  heart's  content,  they  sus- 
pended hostilities,  retired  to  their  respective  homes,  and  have  not  been 
seen  since.  It  is  said  they  are  so  well  satisfied  with  their  mutual  inflictions, 
that  no  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  further  proceedings." 


ATTEMPT  TO  ASSASSINATE  A  JUDGE. 

The  Waynesburg,  Greene  Coimty,  Messenger,  ^37,  mentions 
that  an  atrocious  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Bamuel  Nixon, 
one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  county  of  Fayette.  The  cir- 
cumstances are  given  in  the  Messenger  as  follows : — "  The  judge  was 
sitting  in  his  room  reading  by  candle-light,  when  an  unusual  barking  of 
his  dog  attracted  his  attention.  He  rose  from  his  seat,  and  drew  aside 
the  window-blind,  holding  the  candle  in  his  hand,  for  the  purpose  of 
looking  out  and  seeing  what  excited  the  dog.  Immediately  upon  his 
drawing  aside  the  blind,  he  heard  a  gun  or  pistol  discharged,  the  flash 
of  which  he  saw  but  a  few  yards  from  him.  He  hastened  to  the  door, 
when  he  saw  a  horseman,  evidently  muffled,  moving  rapidly  from  the 
direction  of  the  discharge.  From  subsequent  examination,  there  was  no 
doubt  but  the  desperado  had  been  waiting  some  time  for  an  opportunity 
of  effecting  his  diabolical  purpose.     This  was  shown  from  the  tracks  left 
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by  the  horse.    The  ball  struck  in  the  frame  of  the  window,  in  a  line  with 
the  person  of  the  judge;  but  it,  fortunately,  did  no  injury. 

TflR  Inquirer  of  Saturday  gives  the  following  account  of  an  attempt  to 
assassinate  the  Hon.  Edward  King. 

ATTEMPT  UPON  THE  LIFE  OF  JUnCE  KING. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  we  record  the  following 
transaction.  Some  time  since,  in  consequence  of  a  domestic  difficulty,  a 
husband  and  wife,  residents  of  Southwark,  parted ;  and  the  wife  returned 
to  the  residence  of  her  faither.  Subsequently  she  made  application  to 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  two  of  her  children,  both  of  tender  i^e, 
which  having  been  granted,  a  suit  was  forthwith  instituted  against  the 
father  for  their  support.  This  question  came  up  for  decision  before  the 
court  on  Wednesday  last ;  and,  among  other  evidence,  the  wife  swore 
that  her  husband  had  locked  her  up  in  a  room,  and  intimidated  her  with 
a  loaded  musket.  The  case  was  heard  in  all  its  bearings;  and  the 
court,  through  the  president.  Judge  King,  gave  a  decision  against  the 
father. 

This  produced  the  most  painful  excitement  in  the  mind  of  the  de- 
fendant ;  and,  while  in  a  state  of  great  agitation,  and  labouring  under  the 
strongest  feelings,  he  visited  the  house  of  Judge  King,  in  Girard-street, 
where  he  made  use  of  violent  language,  and  remained  nearly  an  hour. 
The  Judge  endeavoured  to  appease  him  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
but  in  vain.  He  finally  drew  a  loaded  pistol  from  his  bosom,  and  was 
in  the  act  of  presenting  it  towards  the  judge,  when  the  lady  of  that 
distinguished  judicial  officer,  whose  attention  had  been  arrested  by  the 
vehepQent  language  of  the  excited  visitor,  sprang  suddenly  between  the 
two,  struck  the  pistol  with  her  hand,  and  the  ball  with  which  it  was 
charged  fell  upon  the  floor.  But  for  this  act,  and  the*  presence  of  mind 
of  Mrs.  K.,  the  most  fatal  consequences  might 'have  ensued.  The 
hurried  visitor  then  retreated  firom  the  rogm,  and  discharged  his  pistol  in 
the  air.  We  forbear  from  comment,  as  the  case  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  brought  before  the  proper  tribunal. 


Extract^  ISSI. 

,  A  ROW  AMONG  THE  LAWYERS. 

Quite  a  scene  occurred  before  the  court  of  Sessions,*  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  Monday,  during  the  trial  of  Hamblin  and  others  for  an 
assault  upon  James  6.  Bennet.  According  to  statement  in  the  Sun, 
Mr.  David  Graham,  in  reply  to  a  charge  of  having  acted  improperly  on 
the  trial,  called  Mr.  Western,  one  of  the  opposing  counsel,  a  scoundrel! 
t— on  which  Mr.  Western  attempted  to  pull  Mr.  Graham's  nose ;  saying, 
that  he  might  consider  himself  a  disgraced  man  by  having  his  nose 
pulled  in  open  court.  Mr.  Western,  it  seems,  did  not  succeed  in  pull- 
ing the  nose;  but  was  himself  attacked,  as  he  came  out  of  court,  by 
Mr.  Dewitt  Graham,  a  son  of  Mr.  David  Graham,  and  received  a 
severe  blow  on  the  back  of  the  head,  before  the  bystanders  could  in- 
terfere. 
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Extract  from  U.  S,  Newspaper^  1838. 

Grymes,  who  attempted  to  cane,  and  then  to  shoot,  the  speaker 
of  the  Louisiana  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  very  hall  of 
the  collected  wisdom,  has  been  reprimanded  for  the  offence.  Had  he 
killed  the  speaker,  the  punishment  would  perhaps  have  been  more 
severe — ^he  would  probably  have  been  expelled  for  disorderly  behaviour. 


From  the  Neio  York  Sun. 

AN  HONOURABLE  SQUABBLE  AND  SOME  BLOODSHED. 

Wb  learn  by  a  gentleman  from  New  Haven  that  a  most  ludicrous 
scene  occurred  in  the  court-house  of  that  city  on  Wednesday  last.  A 
case  was  being  tried  in  which  his  honour,  Mr.  Flagg,  mayor  of  the  city, 

was  engaged  on  one  side,  and Mix,  Esq.,  was  of  the  opposite 

counsel.  Mr.  Mix  having  made  some  personal  remark,  which  reflected 
rather  too  severely  upon  his  honour,  Mr.  Flagg,  the  latter  suddenly 
sprang  forward,  and  gave  him  (Mix)  several  severe  "  digs"  in  the  short 
ribs.  •  For  this  outrage  the  court  ordered  Mr.  Flagg  into  custody,  and 
two  officers  were  deputed  to  lock  him  up  in  prison  for  contempt  of  court. 
On  the  parties  leaving  the  court-room,  Mix's  client,  who  felt  highly  in- 
dignant at  the  treatment  his  counsel  had  received  at  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Flagg,  came  forward,  and,  after  using  some  violent  language,  gave 
his  honour  a  most  tremendous  kick,  d  posteriori.  This  wa8>  too  Qiuch  to 
be  borne  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  any  Christian  city ;  and,  shaking 
himself  clear  of  the  constables,  his  honour  seized  the  said  client's  nasal 
organ  with  the  thumb  and  finger  of  his  right  hand,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  seat  of  his  unmentionables  with  his  left,  and,  throwing  him  across 
some  of  the  benches,  gave  him  a  good  sound  drubbing.  During  all  this 
time  his  honour  grasped  the  fellow's  nose  so  lustily,  that  when  he  had 
finally  escaped  his  countenance  was  minus  the  principal  part  of  that 
important  organ ;  and  the  mayor's  fingers,  hand — ^in  fact  his  whole  arm — 
showed,  by  its  bloody  appearance,  that  he  had  held  on  with  a  deadly 
gripe.  The  flogged  and  noseless  client  of  Mr.  Mix,  all  covered  with 
gore,  was  immediately  taken  to  a  neighbouring  public-house,  while  his 
honour,  the  mayor,  was  locked  up  in  prison. 

Since  the  above  squabble  took  place,  Mr.  Flagg,  the  mayor,  has  been 
fined  thirty-five  dollars  for  his  assault  upon  Mr.  Mix's  client,  and  thus 
has  the  afliair  epded. 


THE  MURDER  CASE  IN  THE  ARKANSAS  LEGISLATURE. 

The  Little  Rock  Gazette  of  the  23d  inst.  contains  a  full  account  of 
tlie  trial  of  Colonel  John  Wilson,  late  speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  member  from  Clark  County,  for  the  murder  of  Major 
J.  J.  Anthony,  member  from  the  county  of  Randolph,  on  the  4th  day 
of  December  last.  There  were  six  witnesses  examined  in  behalf  of  the 
State,  and  two  in  behalf  of  the  accused.  It  appears  from  the  testimony 
that  this  unfortunate  occurrence  originated  in  an  allusion  made  by 
Mr.  Anthony  with  regard  to  the  Real  Estate  Bank,  of  which  the 
speaker  was  president.    The  deceased  was  speaking  oil  a  bill  relative 


430  APPENDTX  VTT. 

to  granting  premiums  for  killing  wolves ;  the  bill  required  that  an 
aflSdavit  should  be  made  before  a  magistrate  before  the  premium  should 
be  paid ;  Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  magistrate"  and 
insert  the  *'  President  of  the  Real  Estate  Bank.**  The  speaker  imme- 
diately asked,  **  Do  you  mean  to  insult  the  chair  ?  If  you  do,  you  will  take 
it  back  very  quick!"  Mr.  A.  disclaimed  any  insult,  but  observed  (that 
he  **  thought  the  certificates  should  be  signed  by  a  man  of  great  dig- 
nity." As  soon  as  these  wprds  were  uttered  the  speaker  left  the  chair; 
and,  as  he  descended,  drew  his  Bowie  knife,  having  a  blade  about  nine 
inches  long.  Mr.  A.  then  left  his  seat,  and  drew  his  knife  (blade 
twelve  inches  long),  then  advanced  towards'  the  speaker,  flourished 
the  knife,  made  two  passes,  and  struck  him  on  the  arm.  Wilson  re- 
treated a  few  paces,  and,  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  again  advancing, 
Anthony  threw  his  knife,  and  afterwards  a  chair,  at  him.  Wilson  then 
rushed  towards  Anthony,  who  immediately  picked  up  another  chair 
to  defend  himself;  Wilson  caught  it,  made  a  thrust  with  his  knife 
underneath-  the  chair,  which  entered  Anthony's  breast,  who  iuuDedi- 
ately  fell  and  expired. 

llie  verdict  of  the  jury  was  ^*  Guilty  of  excusable  homicide."  The 
prisoner  was  then  discharged. 

Extract  from  an  U.  5.  Newspaper ^  1838, 

Our  readers  will  perhaps  recollect  the  circumstances  which  occurred 
in  the  legislature  of  Arkansas,  when  a  member  wai  killed  by  the  Speaker. 
The  Little  Rock  Gazette  gives  the  following  picture  of  the  state  of  the 
public  feeling  in  that  most  civilized  country. 

Three  days  elapsed  before  the  constituted  authorities  took  any  notice  o 
this  horrible,  this  murderous  deed,  and  not  then  until  a  relation  of  the  mur- 
dered Anthony  had  demanded  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  Wilson. 
Several  days  then  elapsed  before  he  was  brought  before  an  examining 
court.  He  then,  in  a  carriage  and  four,  came  to  the  place  appointed  for 
his  trial.  Four  or  five  days  were  employed  in  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses, and  never  was  a  clearer  case  of  murder  proved  than  on  that  occa- 
sion. Notwithstanding,  the  court  (Justice  Brown  dissenting)  admitted 
Wilson  to  bail,  and  positively  refused  that  the  prosecuting  attorney  for  the 
State  should  introduce  the  law  to  show  that  it  was  not  a  bailable  case, 
or  even  to  hear  an  argument  from  him  and  the  counsel  associated  with 
him  to  prosecute  Wilson  for  the  murder. 

At  the  time  appointed  for  the  session  of  the  Circuit  Court  Wilson  ap- 
peared agreeably  to  his  recognizance.  A  motion  was  made  by  Wilson's 
counsel  for  a  change  of  venue,  founded  on  the  affidavits  of  Wilson  and 
two  other  men.  One  stated  in  his  affidavit  "  that  nine-tenths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Pulaski  had  made  up  and  expressed  their  opinions,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  unsafe  for  Wilson  to  be  tried  in  Pulaski ;"  the  other, 
*^  that,  from  the  repeated  occurrences  of  similar  acts  within  the  last  four 
or  five  years  in  this  country,  the  people  were  disposed  to  act  rigidly,  and 
that  it  would  be  unsafe  for  Wilson  to  be  tried  in  Pulaski."  The  court, 
thereupon,  removed  Wilson  to  Sahne  county,  and  ordered  the  sheriff  to 
take  Wilson  into  custody,  and  deliver  him  over  to  the  sheriff  of  Saline 
county. 

The  sheriff  of  Pulaski  never  confined  Wilson  one  miqute,  but  per- 
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mitted  him  te  go  where  he  pleased,  without  a  guard  or  any  restraint  im- 
posed on  him  whatever.  On  his  way  to  Saline  he  entertained  him  freely 
at  his  own  house,  and  the  next  day  delivered  him  over  to  the  sheriff  of 
that  county,  who  conducted  the  prisoner  to  the  dehtors'  room  in  the  jail, 
and  gave  him  the  key,  so  that  he  and  everybody  else  had  free  egress  and 
ingress  at  all  times.  Wilson  invited  everybody  to  call  on  him,  as  he 
wished  to  see  his  Mends,  and  his  room  was  crowded  with  visiters,  who 
called  to  drink  grog,  and  laugh  and  talk  with  him.  But  this  theatre  was 
not  sufficiently  large  for  his  purpose.  He  afterwards  visited  the  dram- 
shops, where  he  freely  treated  all  who  would  partake  with  him,  and  went 
fishing  and  hunting  with  bthers  at  pleasure,  and  entirely  without  re- 
straint.    He  also  ate  at  the  same  table  with  the  judge  while  on  trial. 

When  the  court  met  at  Saline,  Wilson  was  put  on  his  trial.  Several 
days  were  occupied  in  examining  the  witnesses  in  the  case.  After  the 
examination  was  closed,  while  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in  a  very  able, 
lucid,  and  argumentative  speech  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  some  man 
collected  a  parcel  of  the  rabble,  and  came  within  a  few  yards  of  the  court* 
house  door,  and  bawled  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Part  them — part  them !" 
Everybody  supposed  there  was  an  affiray,  and  ran  to  the  doors  and  win- 
dows to  see ;  and  behold  there  was  nothing  more  than  the  man  and  the 
rabble  he  had  collected  round  him,  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  Col. 
Taylor  while  speaking.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  this  same  person 
brought  a  horse  near  the  court-house  door,  and  commenced  crying  the  horse, 
as  though  he  was  for  sale ;  and  continued  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  to 
ride  before  the  court-house  door,  crying  the  horse  in  a  loud  and  boiste* 
rous  tone  of  voice.  The  judge  sat  as  a  silent  listener  to  the  indignity  thus 
offered  the  court  and  counsel  by^this  man,  without  interposing  his  autho- 
rity. ^- 

To  show  the  depravity  of  the  times  and  the  people,  after  the  verdict 
had  been  delivered  by  tne  jury,  and  the  court  informed  Wilson  that  he 
was"  discharged,  there  was  a  rush  towards  him:  some  seized  him  by  the 
hand,  some  by  the  arm,  and  there  was  great  and  loud  rejoicing  and  exult- 
ation, directly  in  the  presence  of  the  court ;  and  Wilson  told  the  sheriff 
to  take  the  jury  to  a  grocery  that  he  might  treat  them,  and  invited  every- 
body that  chose  to  go.  The  house  was  soon  filled  to  overfiowing,  and  it 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  some  men  who  have  held  a  good  standing  in 
society  followed  the  crowd  to  the  grocery  and  partook  of  Wilson's  treat. 
The  rejoicing  was  kept  up  till  near  supper-time ;  but,  to  cap  the  climax, 
sopn  after  supper  was  over,  a  majority  of  the  jury,  together  with  many 
others,  went  to  the  room  that  had  been  occupied  for  several  days  by  the, 
friend  and  relation  of  the  murdered  Anthony,  and  commenced  a  scene 
of  the  most  ridiculous  dancing,  (as  it  is  believed,)  in  triumph  for  Wilson, 
and  as  a  triumph  over  the  feelings  of  the  relation  of  the  departed  An- 
thony. The  scene  did  not  end  here.  The  party  retired  to  a  dram-shop, 
and  continued  their  rejoicing  until  about  half  after  ten  o'clock.  They 
then  collected  a  parcel  of  horns,  trumpets,  &c.,  and  marched  through  the 
streets,  blowing  them  till  near  day,  when  one  of  the  company  rode  his 
horse  into  the  porch  adjoining  the  room  which  was  occupied  by  the  rela- 
tion of  the  deceased. 

These  are  some  of  the  facts  that  took  place  during  the  progress  of  the 
trial,  and  after  its  close.  The  whole  proceedings  have  been  conducted 
more  like  a  farce  than  anything  else,  and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  country  in 


432  APPBMmic  Tii. 

whickthis  fatal,  tliis  homble  massacre  has  happened,  that  there  shoald 
be  in  it  men  so  lost  to  'every  sense  of  virtue,  of  feeling,  and  of  humanity, 
to  sanction  and  give  countenance  to  this  bloody  deed.  Wilson's 
hand  is  now  stained  with  the  blood  of  a  worthy  and  unofiianding  man. 
The  seal  of  disapprobation  must  for  ever  rest  upon  him,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  honest,  well-meaning  part  of  the  community.  Humanity 
shudders  at  the  bloody  deed,  and  ages  -cannot  wipe  away  the  stain 
which  he  has  brought  upon  his  country.  Arkansas,  heretofore  the  mock 
of  other  States,  on  account  of  the  frequent  murders  and  assassinatimia 
which  have  marked  her  character,  has  now  to  be  branded  with  the  stain 
of  this  horrible,  this  murderous  deed;  rendered  still  more  odious  firom  the 
circumstance  that  a  jury  of  twelve  men  should  have  rendered  a  verdict 
of  acquittal,  contrary  to  law  and  evidence. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  of  the  Ncw  York  Journal  of  Commerce  com- 
municates the  following  particulars  of  the  late  attempted  outrage  on 
Judge  Bermudez,  in  a  letter  dated 

New  Orleans y  Sept.  *lthj  1836. 

By  yesterday's  mail  I  sent  you  an  outline  of  the  horrid  scenes  of 
the  previous  night.  You  will  find  in  the  papers  of  our  city  of  this 
morning  some  further  particulars  of  this  sad  catastrophe. 

But  by  the  silly  conduct  of  the  assailants  we  are  led  to  ask  what  was 
their  real  object  in  going  to  the  house  of  the  assailed  Judge  Bermudez. 
This  is  an  interesting  point  of  inquiry ;  and  the  following  is,  I  think, 
the  solution,  although  it  is  generally  unknown  here. 

During  the  trial  of  Giquel,  Judge  B.  presiding,  the  deceased  and 
other  young  men  continually  met  from  evening  to  evening,  augmenting 
their  numbers,  watching  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and  resolving  that  ia 
case  of  Giquel  being  admitted  to  bail,  they  would  Lynch  either  him  or 
the  Judge. 

On  Monday  night  a  large  meeting  was  held,  and  it  was  determined 
to  carry  the  project  into  execution  on  Tuesday  night.  After  this  meet- 
ing was  closed,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  assembly  dispersed,  one  of 
the  young  men  soon  returned  and  reported  that  Giquel  had  left  the 
city.  About  twenty  were  remaining  at  the  place,  where  they  had 
met. 

They  resolved  that  twelve  of  the  number  should  get  a  vehicle,  and 
proceed  immediately  to  overtake  Giquel,  and  bring  him  back  to  the 
city.  They  obtained  a  carriage,  and  proceeded  to  execute  their  plan; 
but  when  they  arrived  at  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  they  found  it 
diflScult  to  trace  the  object  of  their  pursuit,  and  halted.  Feeling  them- 
selves commissioned  with  an  important  trust,  they  concluded  to  go  to 
the  house  of  the  Judge,  not  far  distant,  with  a  view,  as  is  supposed,  of 
insulting  and  otherwise  maltreating  him.  On  their  arrival  only  three 
of  the  number  approached  the  door.  One  of  them  tripping  at  the  door, 
the  Judge  himself  appeared,  thinking  it  some  of  his  friends,  who  had 
•just  left  and  were  soon  to  return.  Eagan  first  entered  the  door,  and 
inquired  if  it  was  Judge  Bermudez  ?  and  being  answered  by  the  judge 
it  was,  caught  hold  of  him,  and  in  the  scuffle  was  run  through  entirely 
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by  the  twotd  which  the  judge  had  in  his  hand,  or  in  some  way  pro- 
cured during  the  scuffle.  While  this  was  going  on,  Bailey  passed  into 
the  more  private  part  of  the  house ;  and  there  encountered  the  wife  of 
the  judge  and  young  Mr.  Beauregard,  who  shot  him  (Bailey)  through 
the  body  under  the  right  arm;  the  wound  proving  mortal,  and  giving 
him  time  only  to  pass  to  the  street-door,  when  he  fell.  Eagan,  finding 
himself  mortally  wounded  by  the  sword  of  the  judge,  retired  to  the  door, 
and  fell  across  Bailey,  and  both  instantly  died.  The  other,  a  Mr.  Mar- 
chand,  had  entered  the  house  and  received  a  wound,  it  is  said,  by  the 
hands  of  the  wife  of  the  judge ;  and  on  his  escaping  the  door  of  the 
house,  and  seeing  Eagan  and  Baily  wounded,  and  dying,  he  called  out 
to  the  rest  of  the  party,  '*  Come  on,  my  friends !  my  companions  are 
killed,  dead,  dead,  dead  !'* 

On  seeing  and  hearing  this,  they  took  to  their  heels  and  ran  away. 
Marchand  walked  home  holding  his  hand  over  the  wound.  It  is  said 
that  he  is  not  yet  dead. 

THE  ALLEGED  SLAVE  CASE. — RIOT  AND  RESCUE. 

Extract  from  N,  Y,  Newspaper,  1837. 

The  Recorder  yesterday,  agreeably  to  adjournment,  resumed  the  ex- 
amination of  the  case  of  Dixon,  claimed  as  a  fugitive  slave  from  Balti- 
more. In  consequence  of  a  great  crowd  that  thronged  the  Recorder's 
office  and  the  Hall,  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the  Sessions-room, 
which  was  instantly  crammed  with  a  coloured  assemblage,  male  and 
female.  There  were,  besides,  as  many  as  a  thousand  blacks  collected  in 
the  Park.  Two  witnesses  were  examined  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner — 
one  of  them,  a  very  respectable  carman,  who  had  known  the  prisoner 
well  for  between  six  and  seven  years ;  the  other,  a  black  barber  from 
Philadelphia,  named  Charles  Girard,  who  knew  the  prisoner  in  Phila- 
delphia fifteen  years  i^o,  also  his  father  and  mother,  who  resided  there. 
The  Recorder  tnen  ordered  another  adjournment  till  to-day  noon.  As 
Mr.  Fountain,  the  Deputy*&heriff,  left  the  building  with  the  prisoner, 
to  remand  him,  he  was  set  upon  by  a  large  body  of  blacks,  who  attempted 
to  rescue  the  prisoner  from  nim.  Justice  Bloodgood,  who  happened  to 
be  at  the  door,  sprung  to  the  aid  of  the  officer,  when  he  was  seized  round 
the  neck  by  a  tall  black  woman  and  about  the  legs  by  a  black  man, 
whose  united  efforts  brought  his  broad  back  to  the  ground.  Two  or  three 
others  improved  the  opportunity,  and  gave  the  magistrate  some  severe 
accompaniments  with  their  fists.  In  the  mean  time  the  blacks  had 
rescued  Dixon  from  Mr.  Fountain  and  set  him  at  liberty.  He  imme- 
diately took  to  his  heels  and  ran  down  Chambers- street,  followed  by  a 
mob,  who  made  the  neighbourhood  ring  with  cheers  and  shouts. 

Having  got  through  Chambers  and  Church  streets,  to  Reade,  Dixon 
drove  into  the  passage  to  a  jeweller's  shop^  a  couple  of  doors  from  which 
he  made  his  way  into  a  coal-hole  connected  with  it,  where  he  ensconced 
himself  and  kept  still.  Fountain,  however,  had  kept  in  his  trail,  and 
saw  him  dodge  into  his  retreat ;  and,  despatching  a  message  to  the  police- 
office  for  assistance,  a  posse  of  officers  repaired  to  his  aid.  They  found 
the  poor  fellow  crouched  in  a  corner  of  the  vault,  and  took  possession  of 
him  without  any  difficulty.     On  their  way  up  several  blacks  made  an 
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attempt  to  liberate  hiiu  again ;  but  the  constabulary  force  was  ratber  too 
strong  for  them,  and  secured  two  or  three  of  them,  who  were  brought 
up  and  lodged  in  Bridewell.  On  searching  Dixon,  after  arriving  at 
Bridewell,  a  silver-mounted  dirk,  and  an  enormous  spring  jack-knife, 
the  blade  newly  sharpened  on  both  edges,  were  found  upon  him.  For- 
tunately for  him,  he  had  discretion  enough  to  abstain  from  attempting 
to  use  them.  Indeed,  he  denies  having  entertained  any  design  or  wish 
to  escape  from  Mr.  Fountain,  and  declares  he  would  not  have  done  it 
had  he  not  been  virtually  obliged  to  do  so  by  the  mob  which  rescued 
him.  The  act,  on  their  part,  besides  being  illegal  and  unjustifiable, 
cannot  but  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  the  object  of  tiieir  inter- 
ference, and  indeed  to  the  cause  of  abolitionism  generally.  There  was 
certainly  every  reason  to  believe  Dixon  would  ultimately  be  cleared; 
but  this  act  is  well  calculated  to  encourage  the  opinion  that  there  is  some 
great  mistake,  unintentional,  doubtless,  on  the  part  of  his  witnesses,  a 
detection  of  which  was  to  be  feared. 

Amongst  persons  taken  prisoners  at  the  time  of  the  rescue  of  Dixon 
in  the  Park,  we  are  pained  to  have  to  record  the  seizure  and  imprison- 
ment of  a  highly  respectable  member  of  the  bar,  Russell  C.  Wheeler, 
esq.  He  was  brought  in  by  officer  Waldron,  who  charged  him  with 
having  attempted  to  rescue  from  him  a  black  fellow  whom  he  had  taken 
off  of  Justice  Bloodgood  at  the  time  the  latter  was  assaulted  in  the  man- 
ner before  stated,  Mr.  Waldron  alleged,  and  his  allegation  was  sus- 
tained by  a  number  of  witnesses,  that  in  the  scuffle  to  rescue  the  prisoner, 
Mr.  Wheeler  tore  his  coat  almost  entirely  in  two  through  the  back. 
Justice  Bloodgood  held  Mr.  W.  to  bail,  to  answer  the  charge,  ifa  the  sum 
of  10,000  dollars ;  and,  having  no  friend  present  who  could  justify  to 
that  amount,  he  was  committed  to  Bridewell :  he  remained  there,  how- 
ever, but  about  an  hotfr,  when  ample  bail  was  tendered  for  him.  For 
the  sake  of  Mr.  Wheeler's  fair  fame,  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  is  some  unin- 
tentional mistake  about  the  matter.  He  has  certainly  never  been  known 
hitherto  to  encourage  an  outrage  upon  those  laws  his  professional  oath 
obligates  him  to  sustain ;  nor,  indeed,  has  ever  had  the  reputation  of 
being  an  advocate  of  abolition. 

OUTRAGES. 

Extract  from  The  Pennsykanian^  1835. 

At  Princess  Ann  Court  House,  Va.,  on  Tuesday  last,  a  quarrel  arose 
between  Mr.  Joshua  James  and  John  Butt,  two  citizens  belonging 
to  that  part  of  the  county,  which  ended  in  blows ;  and,  during  the 
scuffle,  James  drew  a  knife  and  stabbed  Butt  in  the  side.  The  wound 
is  said  to  be  severe,  but  not  mortal.  James  was  taken  before  the  Court, 
which  was  then  in  session,  and  committed  to  jail. 

On  the  same  day,  says  The  Norfolk  Herald  of  the  1th,  another  and 
a  still  greater  outrage  was  committed  three  miles  from  the  Court-house, 
at  the  dwelling  of  a  Mrs.  Butt,  the  mother  of  the  young  man  who  was 
stabbed  by  James.  Another  of  her  sons,  named  Edward  Butt,  having, 
it  is  said,  drank  too  freely,  became  quite  furious,  and  committed  a  num- 
ber of  extravagiances,  to  the  great  terror  and  annoyance  of  his  aged 
mother  and  his  sister  Elizabeth,  threatening  at  times  to  shoot  the  whole 
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family ;  and  finally  doMd  the  scene  of  bis  maniac  antics  by  seizing  a 
gun  and  putting  bis  threat  into  execution  upon  bis  sister,  whom  be 
brutally  fired  at  and  wounded  so  dangerously  that  her  life  is  de- 
spaired of. 


Extract  from  The  Pennsylvaniariy  1836. 

A  MAN,  named  Boyd,  was  recently  tried  in  Nicholas  county,  Ken- 
tucky, for  murder,  and  sentenced  to  three  years'  solitary  imprisonment ; 
but  the  judge,  on  hearing  the  argument  of  his  counsel,  granted  him  a 
new  trial,  and  admitted  him  to  bail,  which  created  great  sensation 
amongst  the  people.  On  the  last  day  of  the  Court,  as  the  judge  was 
returning  home,  he  was  played  upon  by  an  engine,  and  profusely  co- 
vered with  jeto^r-water.  The  district  attorney,  who  was  with  him,  also 
received  a  share,  but  he  consoled  himself  by  remarking,  that  "  his  mis- 
fortune resulted  from  keeping  bad  company." 


VERY  UNPLEASANT. 

Extract  from  The  Cincinnati  Whig, 

We  are  exceedingly  pained  to  learn  that  while  Mr.  Clay  was  attend- 
ing to  a  suit  as  counsel,  in  the  Court-house  at  Lexington,  a  few  days 
ago,  some  altercation  took  place  between  him  and  Col.  Wooley,  when 
the  latter  struck  Mr.  Clay,  and  immediately  a  general  combat  took  place 
between  the  parties  litigant.  We  regret  to  add,  that  the  report  states 
that  Mr.  Clay,  during  the  afifray,  was  considerably  injured.  As  might 
be  expected,  the  affair  had  created  great  excitement,  and  further  diffi- 
culties were  anticipated.    We  have  heard  no  other  particulars. 


MURnER  OF  A  JUDGE. 

Extract  from  The  Philadelphian,  1836. 

St.  LouiSy  Jan.  6. 

A  LETTER  to  the  editors,  from  Callaway  county,  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  untimely  and  violent  death  of  a  most  excellent  citizen  of 
that  county ; — 

"  An  occurrence  transpired  last  evening  (as  it  is  believed  about  eight 
o'clock)  truly  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  overwhelming 
to  the  unhappy  family  and  friends  of  the  unfortunate  victim  in  this  tra- 
gical event. 

"  Judge  Israel  B.  Grant,  of  the  county  of  Callaway,  in  returning  last 
evening  from  Fulton  to  his  residence,  was  attacked  and  murdered  within 
half  a  mile  of  his  own  house.  He  was  shockingly  mangled,  having 
been  stabbed  six  or  seven  times ;  bis  throat  was  cut  nearly  to  the 
bone  of  the  neck,  and  he  was  considerably  bruised,  apparently  with 

a  club." 

2f2 


436  APPBNDIX  Till. 

Ffwn  the  JNitkuielpkia  Exdumge  Books. 

New  York  Gazette  Office,  Aug.  %  1836, 
half-fast  nine,  A.  M, 

Mr.  J.  CoFFBB. — ^Tbe  annexed  is  a  copy  of  a  note  ju8t  received 
from  our  Boston  correspondents,  the  Messrs.  Topliff,  dated  at  one,  p.  x., 
yesterday : — 

**  DARING  OUTRAGE. 

**  We  are  informed  that  this  morning  while  the  Supreme  Court  in  this 
eity  was  in  session,  and  while  Judge  Shaw  was  ahout  giving  the  deci- 
sion in  a  case  respecting  two  female  slaves,  who  had  been  enticed  away 
from  their  master  while  on  a  visit  to  this  city,  a  large  number  of  blacks, 
and  among  them  many  tohite  persons,  rushed  into  the  Court-room, 
knocked  down  the  constables,  took  the  slaves  and  put  them  into  a  car- 
tiage,  and  drove  out  of  the  city.  There  is  a  very  great  excitement  here 
and  serious  consequences  are  apprehended." 


APPENDIX    VIII. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  PUBLIC  AND  OTHER  DOCUMENTS, 
&c,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  SYSTEM  OF  BANK- 
ING. 


Washington's  opinion  of  faper-monbt. 
Our  readers  have  seen  frequently  the  views  of  Jefferson  on  the  sub- 
ject of  currency,  but  they  may  not  know  what  were  the  sentiments  of 
Washington  on  the  same  subject. 

Mount  Vernon,  February  Idth,  1187. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  favour  of  the  30th  ult.  came  duly  to  hand. 
To  give  an  opinion  in  a  case  of  so  much  importance  as  that  which  has 
warmly  agitated  the  two  branches  of  your  legislature,  and  which,  from 
the  appeal  that  is  made,  is  likely  to  create  great,  and  perhaps,  dan- 
gerous divisions,  is  rather  a  delicate  matter :  but  a3  this  diversity  of 
opinion  is  on  a  subject  which  has,  I  believe,  occupied  the  minds  of  most 
men,  and  as  my  sentiments  thereon  have  been  fully  and  decidedly  ex- 
pressed, long  before  the  Assembly  either  of  Maryland  or  of  this  State 
was  convened,  I  do  not  scruple  to  declare  that,  if  I  had  a  voice  in  your 
Legislature,  it  would  have  been  given  decidedly  against  a  paper  emis- 
sion, upon  the  general  principles  of  its  inutility  as  a  representative,  and 
the  necessity  of  it  as  a  medium. 
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To  assign  reasons  for  this  opinion  would  be  as  unnecessary  as  tedious.. 
The  ground  has'  been  so  often  trod,  that  hardly  a  place  remains  un- 
touched :  in  a  word,  the  necessity  arising  from  the  want  of  specie  is 
respresented  greater  than  it  really  is.  I  contend  that  it  is  by  the  sub- 
stance, and  not  by  the  shadow  of  a  thing,  that  we  are  to  be  benefited. 
The  wisdom  of  man,  in  my  humble  opinion,  cannot,  at  this  time,  devise 
a  plan  by  which  the  credit  of  paper  money  would  be  long  supported  : 
consequently  depreciation  keeps  pace  with  the  quantity  of  the  emission, 
and  articles  for  which  it  is  exchanged  rise  in  a  greater  ratio  than  the 
sinking  value  of  the  money.  Wherein,  then,  is  the  fanner,  the  planter, 
the  artisan,  benefited?  The  debtor  may  be,  because,  as  I  have 
observed,  he  gives  the  shadow  instead  of  the  substance ;  and  in  propor- 
tion to  his  gain,  the  creditor  or  the  body  politic  suffers.  Whether  it  be 
a  legal  tender  or  not,  it  will,  as  has  been  observed  truly,  leave  no  alter- 
native. It  must  be  that  or  nothing.  An  evil  equally  great  is  the  door 
it  immediately  opens  for  speculation,  by  which  the  least  designing,  and 
perhaps  most  valuable  part  of  the  community,  are  preyed  upon  by  the 
more  knowing  and  crafty  speculators. 

But,  contrary  to  my  intention  and  declaration,  I  atn  offering  reasons 
in  support  of  my  opinion — ^reasons,  too,  which  of  all  others  are  least 
pleasing  to  the  advocates  of  paper-money.  I  shaU,  therefore,  only  ob* 
serve  generally,  that  so  many  people  have  suffered  by  the  former  emis- 
sions, that,  like  a  burnt  child  who  dreads  the  fire,  no  person  will  touch 
it  who  can  possibly  avoid  it — the  natural  consequence  of  which  will  be, 
that  the  specie  which  remains  unexported  will  be  locked  up. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

To  Thomas  Stone. 


From  Nile*s  BegUter^  of  June  bthf  1819. 

*  ♦  ♦  *  » 


I 


For  several  months  past,  the  pressure  grew  heavier  and  heavier* 
Great  sacriBce  .'of  property  of  every  description  took  place  and  many 
large  mercantile  houses,  as  well  as  honest  farmers  and  mechanics 
(dealing  with  banks,  and  running  in  debt)  failed.  So  extensive  were 
these  among  the  merchants  of  the  cities  east  of  Baltimore,  that  it 
seemed  to  be  disreputable  to  stop  payment  for  less  than  100,000  dollars 
—-the  fashionable  amount  was  from  2  to  300,000  dollars ;  and  the  tip- 
top quality,  the  support  of  whose  families  had  cost  them  from  8  to 
12,000  dollars  a-year»  were  honoured  with  an  amount  of  debts  exceed- 
ing 500,000  dollars  and  nearly  as  much  as  1,000,000  of  dollars.  The 
prodigality  and  waste  of  some  of  these  were  almost  beyond  belief — we 
nave  neard  that  the  furniture  of  a  sii^gle  parlour  possessed  (we  cannot 
say  belonging)  to  one  of  them,  cost  40,000  dollars.  So  it  was  in  all 
the  great  citie« — dash,  dash,  dash — venders  of  tapes  and  bobbins  traps- 
formed  into  persons  of  high  blood,  and  the  sons  of  respectable  citizens 
converted  into  knaves  of  rank — through  speculation,  and  the  facilities 
of  the  abominable  paper  system. 
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RSPORT  OK    THE    STATU   0^  THK  COHMOKWVALTH  IN   THE    SENATE  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA,   JAN.  29tB,  1820. 

Usurious  extortions^  whereby  corporations  instituted  for  banking^  insur^ 
ance^  and  other  purposes^  in  violation  of  law,  possess  themselves  of 
the  products  of  industry  without  granting  an  equivalent. 

.  The  first  bank  which  was  established  in  the  State,  and  indeed  in  the 
United  States,  was  the  bank  of  North  America,  which  was  chartered  by 
congress  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1781,  with  a  capital  not  to  exceed 
ten  millions  dollars,  and  without  any  limits  being  assigned  as  to  its  duration. 
This  charter  was  confirmed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Ist 
day  of  April,  1782.  This  bank  commenced  and  continued  its  operations 
upon  a  capital  paid  in  of  400,000  dollars,  and  as  its  credit  stood  high, 
and  the  Union  was  deficient  in  a  circulating  medium,  it  was  enabled  to 
extend  its  issues  vastly  beyond  the  amount  of  its  capital.  The  extent  of 
its  loans  may  be  inferred  from  the  rate  of  its  dividends,  which  were  as 
high  as  12  and  even  16  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  extensive  and  dis- 
tant circulation  of  the  notes  of  this  bank  occasioned  by  the  disbursements 
of  the  general  government,  which  was  a  heavy  borrower,  emboldened  its 
directors,  and  led  them  to  overstep  the  bounds  of  discretion.  The  chan- 
nels of  circulation  becoming  overcharged  with  paper,  and  the  public  be* 
ginning  to  doubt  the  ability  of  the  bank  to  redeem  its  notes  on  demand, 
naturally  led  to  the  consequences,  which  with  the  unerring  certainty  of 
fate,  will  sooner  or  later  result  from  an  extravagant  emission  of  paper. 
The  notes. returned  for  payment,  and  with  the  diminution  of  its  specie 
means,  the  bank,  to  sustain  its  credit,  was  compelled  to  resort  to  the  mea- 
sure of  calling  upon  its  debtors  for  payment.  This  reduction  of  bank 
loans  operated,  in  its  day,  in  precisely  the  same  manner  that  we  have  seen 
in  ours.  A  general  pressure  for  money,  bankruptcies,  usurious  extor- 
tions, the  disappearance  of  specie,  and  the  impossibility  of  procuring 
loans  at  legal' interest,  were  among  the  evils  attendant  upon  it.  For  the 
truth  of  this  assertion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  journals 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  21st  and  23d  days  of  March,  1785, 
by  which  it  will  appear,  that  so  great  were  the  evils  which  resulted  from 
the  operations  of  this  bank,  that  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Bucks  were 
presented  to  the  legislature,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  its  charter.  These 
petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee,  who  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month  reported  that  a  bill  should  be  brought  in  to  repeal  the  charter. 
••  which  was  accordingly  done  at  the  ensuing  session,  on  the  13th  day  of 
September,  1785."  The  bank,  however,  claiming  the  right  of  prosecut- 
ing its  business  under  the  charter  which  it  held  from  congress,  continued 
its  operations,  aiid  the  legislature  at  a  subsequent  date,  viz.  on  the  I7th 
day  of  March,  1787,  revived  its  charter,  limiting  its  capital  to  2,000,000 
of  dollars,  (of  which  about  830,800  only  were  raised,)  audits  duration  to 
fourteen  years.  This  charter  has  been  since  extended  for  two  successive 
periods  of  fourteen  and  ten  years,  on  the  29th  of  March,  1799,  and  the 
28th  of  March,  1814,  and  will  expire  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1825. 
On  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791,  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  chartered  by  congress  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
located  at  Philadelphia,  Its  charter  expired  without  renewal  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1811. 
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Ou  the  30th  day  of  March,  1193,  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania  was  in- 
corporated for  twenty  years.  The  charter  was  renewed  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1810,  for  twenty  years  longer,  with  an  increase  of  capital  which 
is  now  2,500,000  dollars,  and  will  expire  the  4th  of  March,  1833.  This 
bank  was  authorised  to  have  branches,  of  which  it  established  four,  viz. : 
at  Lancaster,  Reading,  Easton,  and  Pittsburg,  the  last  of  which  has  been 
discontinued. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1804,  the  Philadelphia  bank  was  chartered, 
after  having  been  some  time  in  operation  without  a  charter,  to  continue 
until  Ist  May,  1814,  with  a  capital  not  to  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars, 
of  which  1,800,000  were  raised.  On  the  Istday  of  March,  1806,  it  was 
renewed  for  10  years,  and  will  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1824.  It 
was  authorized  by  an  act  of  3d  March,  1806,  to  institute  branches,  of 
which  is  established  four,  viz. : — at  Wilkesbarr,  Washington,  Columbia, 
and  Harrisburg,  the  two  last  of  which  have  been  withdrawn. 

On  the  16th  March,  1809,  the  farmers'  and  mechanics'  bank  was  in- 
corporated, with  a  capital  of  1,250,000  dollars,  to  continue  until  the  1st 
May,  1824. 

Some  two  or  three  years  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  application  was  made  to  Congress  for  its  re- 
^newal;  which  having  failed,  overtures  were  made  to  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  without  success.  The  anxiety  displayed  by  the  stock- 
holders of  this  bank  to  continue  their  business,  and  the  successful  ap- 
pearance of  their  dividends,  added  to  the  locating  of  branches  by  the 
Pennsylvania  bank  in  the  country,  very  naturally  excited  the  attention  of 
the  public,  and  particularly  of  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  interior 
counties  of  the  State,  who  fancied  that  much  of  the  prosperity  of  cities  was 
to  be  traced  to  the  establishment  of  banks,  and  that,  if  that  were  the  case, 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  country  should  not  participate  in  their  ad- 
vantages. Such  considerations  as  these,  urged  on  by  the  desire  of  accumu- 
lating wealth,  without  the  dull  exercise  of  labour,  engendered  a  spirit  of 
speculation.  It  was  supposed  that  the  mere  establishment  of  banks 
would  of  itself  create  capital,  that  a  bare  promise  to  pay  money  was 
money  itself,  and  that  a  nominal  rise  in  the  price  of  land  and.  commo- 
dities, ever  attendant  upon  a  plenty  of  money,  was  a  real  increase  of 
substantial  wealth.  The  theory  was  plausible,  and  too  well  succeeded. 
The  farmers'  bank,  with  a  capital  of  300,000  dollars,  was  established  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1810,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  several  others  in  the  city,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
State. 

These  early  lymptoms  of  a  mania  for  banking  induced  the  legislature, 
on  the  19th  of  March,  1810,  to  enact  a  law  prohibiting  unincorporated 
associations  from  issuing  notes,  or  pursuing  any  of  the  operations  of 
banks ;  but,  iu  defiance  of  its  provisions,  the  system  was  persevered  in, 
and  even  companies  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  bridges 
departed  from  the  spirit  of  their  charters,  converted  themselves  into  banks, 
and  emitted  notes  for  circulation. 

The  evils,  however,  which  would  have  flown  from  this  banking  spirit 
would  soon  have  been  checked  by  the  usual  corrective,  viz. — the  return 
of  the  notes  for  payment,  had  not  the  war  which  was  declared  in  June, 
1812,  interposed.  Prior  to  that  period  the  emissions  of  our  banks  were 
regulated  with  a  constant  regard  to  their  liability  to  be  called  upon  for  th^ 
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payment  of  their  notes  in  coin.  The  periodical  demand  fordoUamfor 
the  China  and  India  trade,  which  regularly  occurred  every  spring,  was  a 
check  upon  the  overtrading  spirit  which  has  always  characterised  corpo* 
rations  exempt  from  individual  responsibility.  The  merchants  at  tlkat 
day  were  not  afraid  to  demand  their  rights,  and  those  who  held  claims 
upon  the  banks  in  the  nature  of  notes  or  deposits  would  make  a  demand 
for  an  hundred  thousand  dollars  with  less  hesitation  than  they  now  dis- 
play in  asking  for  a  single  thousand.  Banks  were  then,  what  they  should 
always  be,  the  servants  of  the  public,  and,  until  they  are  again  reduced  to 
the  proper  relation  in  which  they  ought  to  stand  to  the  community,  their 
operations  must  ever  continue  to  be  injurious.  Without  lialnlity  to 
prompt  payment,  uninfluenced  by  any  considerations  of  fear,  forbearance, 
or  delicacy,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  the  community  has  no  guarantee 
against  a  depreciated  and  fluctuating  currency. 

The  war,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  put  a  temporary  stop  to  the 
exportation  of  specie,  and  thereby  removed  the  only  sure  check  against  in- 
ordinate issues  of  paper  which' can  possibly  exist.  This  cessation  of  the 
returning  of  notes  for  payment  had  the  effect  of  inviting  the  banks  to  en- 
large their  issues.  Loans  were  made  to  government  to  an  immense 
amount,  and  to  individuals  vastly  beyond  what  the  absence  of  foreign 
commerce  justified,  and  a  gradual  depreciation  of  the  currency  was  there-, 
suit.  The  increase  of  dividends,  and  the/acility  with  which  they  ap- 
peared to  be  made,  extended  throughout  the  whole  commonwealth  the 
spirit  of  speculation  already  introduced  into  some  counties.  The  apparent 
success  of  the  farmers'  bank  of  Lancaster,  which,  from  the  enormous  ex* 
tent  of  its  issues,  was  enabled  to  divide  upwards  of  12  per  cent  per 
annum,  and  to  accommodate  its  stockholders  with  loans  to  double  the 
amount  of  their  stock,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  public  mind. 
A  bank,  by  many,  was  no  longer  regarded  as  an  instrument  by  which  the 
surplus  wealth  of  capitalists  could  be  conveniently  loaned  to  their  in- 
dustrious fellow-citizens ;  but  as  a  mint  in  which  m<»iey  could  be  coined 
at  pleasure  for  those  who  did  not  possess  it  before.  Under  these  delu'> 
sive  impressions,  associations  of  individuals  sprang  up  in  every  quarter, 
holding  out  inducements  to  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  the  manufacturer, 
and  mechanic,  to  abandon  the  dull  pursuits  of  a  laborious  life  for  the 
golden  dreams  of  an  artificial  fortune. 

The  liability,  however,  to  individual  ruin,  attendant  upon  unchartered 
co-partnerships,  restrained  in  a  degree  the  banking  mania,  and  impelled 
the  projectors  to  apply  for  a  legislative  sanction.  During  the  session  of 
1812-13  a  bill  to  incorporate  twenty-five  institutions,  the  capitals  of 
which  amounted  to  9,525,000  dollars,  was  passed  by  bc^h  houses  of  the 
legislature  by  a  bare  majority  of  one  vote  in  each.  The  mil  was  returned 
by  the  governor  with  his  objections,  which  were  sensible  and  cogent, 
and  on  a  reconsideration  the  votes  were  33  to  40.  At  the  following  ses- 
sion the  subject  was  renewed  with  increased  ardour,  and  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  incorporation  of  forty-one  banking  institutions,  with  capitals 
amounting  to  upward  of  11,000,000  of  dollars,  was  passed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. This  bill  was  also  returned  by  the  governor  with  additional  ob- 
jections ;  but  two-thirds  of  both  houses  (many  members  of  which  were 
pledged  to  their  constituents  to  that  effect)  agreeing  on  its  passage,  it  be- 
came a  law  on  the  21st  of  March,  1814 ;  and  thus  was  inflicted  upon  the 
commonwealth  an  evil  of  a  more  disastrous  nature  than  has  ever  been  ex- 
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perieiiced  by  ili  citiaens.  Under  this  law  thirty *se?en  bauks,  four  of 
whick  were  established  in  Philadelphia,  actually  went  into  operation,  the 
cbarters  of  which  will  expire  on  the  l»t  of  April,  1825. 

The  immediate  commencement  of  a  number  of  these  banks,  with 
scarcely  a  boTid  fide  capital  equal  to  the  first  instalment — for  the  con* 
▼eaient  mode  of  discounting  stock-notes  to  meet  the  subsequent  payments 
was  soon  discovered — ^increased  the  mass  of  paper  credits  already  too  re* 
dundant,  and  depreciated  the  whole  circulating  medium  so  far  below  a 
specie  value  as  to  excite  a  want  of  confidence  in  its  convertibility.  In 
the  absence  of  a  foreign  demand  for  specie  a  domestic  one  arose.  The 
laws  of  the  New  England  States  had  been  so  rigorous  xxpon  the  subjects 
of  banks,  which  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of  12  per  cent,  per  annnm  for  the 
non«payment  of  their  notes,  that  no  depreciation  of  their  currency  took 
place.  The  consequence  thereof  was,  that  the  difference  between  the 
New  England  prices  of  commodities,  stocks,  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
and  those  of  Pennsylvania,  was  equal  to  the  extent  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
currency  of  the  latter ;  and,  as  our  bank-notes  were  at  that  time  redeem- 
able on  demand,  the  most  profitable  remittance  which  could  be  made  to 
New  England  in  exchange  for  her  commodities  was  specie,  and  this  de- 
mand created  a  run  upon  the  banks,  which  they  were  not  able  to  with- 
stand. The  situation  of  the  southern  and  of  the  western  banks  was  pre- 
dsely  similar  to  that  of  our  own.  All  had  over-issued,  and  a  general  de- 
preciation had  ensued.  The  same  causes  produced  the  same  effects,  and 
a  general  stoppage  of  pa3^ent  of  all  the  iMinks  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept those  of  New  England,  took  place  in  August  and  September,  1814. 
The  New  England  demand,  it  is  true,  was  increased  by  two  causes,  viz. 
— first,  by  facilities  in  foreign  trade  through  neutral  vessels,  which  were  af- 
forded them  by  an  exemption  from  the  blockade  of  the  enemy,  and,  secondly, 
by  a  well-grounded  apprehension  that  the  southern  banks,  from  their  ex- 
tensive emissions,  would  necessarily  become  embarrassed.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  all  these  causes  combined  could  not  have  produced  a  ge- 
neral suspension  of  payment,  had  our  banks  observed  the  same  caution 
in  their  issues  as  that  which  characterized  the  banks  of  the  eastei^n  States. 

At  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  our  city  banks  a  public  meeting  of 
merchants  and  others  was  held,  who  publicly  sanctioned  the  ^measure, 
under  ti  pledge  given  by  the  banks  that  as  soon  as  the  war  was  terminated 
specie  payments  would  be  resumed.  That  this  measure  was  intended  is 
evidwt  from  the  curtailment  of  loans  immediately  consequent  upon  the 
auspaision. 

But,  unhappily,  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  was  not  demanded  by 
the  public  at  the  stipulated  time,  and  the  banks,  urged  on  by  cupidity, 
and  losing  sight  of  moral  obligation  in  their  lust  for  profit,  launched  out 
into  an  extent  of  issues  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  folly.  The  fulfilling 
o£  a  promise  to  pay  money  by  tendering  another  promise  equally  false, 
sanctioned  by  the  public  acquiescence,  led  to  the  organization  of  additional 
banks  under  the  act  of  March,  1814,  whicl^  had  not  until  then  been  at- 
tempted to  be  formed,  and  a  scene  of  indiscretion  in  the  loaning  of 
bank  credits  was  everywhere  exhibited,  which  realized  the  anticipations 
of  those  who  had  foretold  the  ruinous  effects  of  the  paper  system.  Money 
lost  its  value.  The  notes  of  the  city  banks  became  depreciated  20  per 
cent.)  and  those  of  the  country  banks  from  25  to  50,  and  specie  so 
entiiely  disappeared,  from  circulation,  that^even  the  fractional  parts  of  a 
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dollar  were  substitated  by  small  notes  (and  tickets,  issued  by  baBka, 
corporations,  and  indiriduals.  The  depreciation  of  money,  enhancing  Ifae 
prices  of  every  species  of  property  and  commodity,  appeared  like  a  real 
rise  in  value,  and  led  to  all  the  consequences  which  are  ever  attendant 
upon  a  gradual  advance  of  prices. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. No.  68.— IN  SENATE, — April  9th,  1838. 

Report  of  a  Select  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message 
as  relates  to  the  repeal  of  the  restraining  laws,  and  free  competition 
in  the  business  of  Banking. 

{Extracts,) 

The  causes  of  the  terrible  explosion  and  revulsion,  and  of  the  univer- 
sality of  pecuniary  embarrassment  under  which  the  country  is  now 
agonized,  and  under  which  it  is  destined  still  longer  to  suffer,  are  well 
worthy  of  development  and  exposure.  And  it  is  due  to  such  portions 
of  the  community  as  have  not  had  time  and  opportunity  for  the  investi- 
gation, that  the  well-established  monetary  laws,  whose  infraction  by  the 
issues  of  paper^money  has  produced  the  present  inundation  of  distress, 
should  be  explained  and  exemplified. 

It  is  not  expected  that  truth  and  sound  principles  willgain  proselytes 
from  among  those  who  derive  emolument  and  consequence  from  the 
blindness  of  prejudice,  and  enjoy  pecuniary  profit  and^political  noto- 
riety from  the  heavy  mental  tax  and  moneyed  assessments  which  am* 
bitious  and  interested  demagogues,  in  all  ages,  have  imposed  upon 
ignorance.  »  «  ♦ 

Had  it  been  predicted  eighteen  months  ago,  that  the  artificial  being 
called  *^  the  credit  system,"  in  the  spasms  and  convulsions  which  are 
inseparable  from  its  organization,  would  haver  overturned  the  founda- 
tions of  all  pecuniary  confidence  and  credit,  would  have  converted  every 
man  into  an  Ishmaelite,  and  darkened  the  monetary  horizon  with  one 
universal  scowl  of  suspicion  and  distrust,  the  cry  of  ''  ialse  prophet'' 
would  have  astounded  the  ear.  And  yet,  what  would  have  been  pre- 
diction then,  has,  for  the  last  ten  months,  been  reality  and  history. 

No  combination  of  individuals,  unclothed  with  corporate  or  l^s- 
lative  powers,  could  have  inflicted  on  the  community  such  enormous 
diffusive  and  durable  evils.  God  has  not  vouchsafed  to  man,  in  his 
individual  and  social  condition,  such  a  capacity  for  mischief. 

The  virtual  subversion  of  contracts — the  loosening  of  the  moral  and 
social  ligaments  which  bind  men  together — the  laxity  of  legal  restraint 
and  honourable  obligation — the  propagation  of  gambling,  dissipation,  and 
extravagance— the  diversion  of  the  minds  of  the  young  and  thoughtless 
from  all  regular  habits  of  industry— ^and  the  multiplication  of  pauperism, 
fraud,  and  crime,  are  among  the  evils  which  are  propagated  by  an  ex- 
panding and  contracting  paper  currency.  During  the  past  year  this  per* 
nicious  influence  has  been  extensively  manifested  in  this  State. 

In  all  times  a  few  individuals  may  be  found  who  are  suffidently  de* 
praved  to  disregard  the  obligations  of  morality,  and  to  put  legal  restraints 
at  defiance.    But  when  has  the  spectacle  ever  before  been  .exhibited^  ia 
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which  a  whole  people  have  openly  contemned  the  injunctions  of  law,  and 
trodden  under  foot  a  penal  statute  ?  And  to  what  else  but  the  grinding 
and  demoralizing  influence  of  paper  fluctuations  is  to  be  ascribed  the 
lasting  odium  of  such  gross  immorality  ?  *         *         * 

In  former  times  of  ignorance  and  despotism  the  governments  of 
Europe  did  hold  and  exercise  the  same  power  by  debasing  the  coin. 
They  were  frequently,  however,  driven  from  their  purposes  by  popular 
indignation ;  and  for  the  last  hundred  years  none  of  them  could  have  ex- 
ercised this  power  without  producing  bloodshed  and  revolution.  No 
nation  in  Europe  is  so  tame  and  apathetic  as  to  tolerate  from  its  go- 
vernment the  complication  of  evils  which  the  issuers  of  paper  money  have 
inflicted  upon  the  people  of  this  State.  ♦        ♦        ♦         » 

Among  the  many  evils  inflicted  on  the  people  of  this  State,  by  the 
late  explosion  of  '•  the  credit  system"  bubble,  not  the  least  will  be 
found  in  the  impolicy,  injustice,  and  profligacy  of  the  laws  which  it  has 
already  produced  and  will  yet  generate.  The  stop  laws,  the  mortgage 
act,  the  suspension  law,  and  the  Draconian  statute  of  usury,  have  already 
confounded  the  dealings  and  shocked  the  moral  sense  of  mankind.  Ca- 
pital, which  always  abhors  insecurity,  and  which  flies  from  the  fraudu- 
lent gripe  of  ex  post  facto  legislation,  vdll,  in  many  instances,  retire 
from  among  us  and  seek  investment  in  other  countries. 

A  host  of  hungry  applicants  and  defeated  speculators  are  now  pressing 
upon  the  legislature  old  and  rejected  claims  and  forlorn  projects  with 
new  zeal  and  combined  exertions.  And,  from  the  samples  of  success 
which  have  already  crowned  their  eflbrts,  it  is  probable  that  the  present 
session  will  be  signalized  by  as  much  reckless  profligacy  as  many  of  the 
preceding.  That  part  of  the  late  paper  credit  system  which  consisted  of 
lithographic  maps  of  sequestered  cities,  some  above  and  some  under 
water,  has  fallen  to  a  greater  discount  than  bank  promises ;  and  legisla- 
tive wisdom  will  probably  perceive  as  much  justice  in  aflbrding  indemnity 
by  a  public  tax  to  the  issuers  of  maps  as  to  the  makers  of  promises.  The 
bursting  of  the  bubble  has  prevented  the  bank  speculator  from  any  longer 
preying  upon  individual  credulity ;  but  a  State  "  credit  system"  of 
boundless  loans,  interminable  debt,  and  perpetual  taxation,  will  indem- 
nify him  for  the  loss  of  living  dupes  by  a  mortgage  upon  the  land  and 
labour  of  their  posterity.  To  suppose  that  the  managers  of  banks  in  this 
State  did  not  foresee  the  late  catastrophe  long  before  the  explosion, 
would  be  to  impute  to  them  a  gross  obtuseness  of  perception,  and  an  ig- 
norance of  their  business,  which  would  be  wholly  unpardonable  :  but 
they  seem  to  have  proceeded  boldly  and  simultaneously  in  expanding 
th'eir  issues  in  the  most  unprincipled  manner  up  to  the  very  time  of  the 
explosion.  They  doubtless  believed  that  their  vast  pecuniary  power 
would  be  able  to  control  legislation ;  and  in  this  they  have  not  been  de- 
ceived. The  merchants,  as  a  body  of  men,  are  always  under  heavy 
pecuniary  responsibilities  to  the  banks  ;  nor  dare  they  censure  those  in- 
stitutions for  swelling  the  •*  credit  system"  bubble,  although  its  explo- 
sion has  been  more  ruinous  to  the  mercantile  interests  than  to  any  other. 
As  the  business  of  merchants  is  buying  and  selling,  uniformity  in 
the  currency  and  stability  in  prices  are  to  them  of  incalculable  import^ 
ance ;  and  yet,  on  the  currency  question,  they  have  been  constantly 
made  the  victims  of  inflated  paper,  and  the  dupes  of  political  quacks  and 
interested  demagogues. 
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Had  the  managers  of  banks  been  personally  vesponsiMe,  and  h^t'felt 
an  assurance  that  legislation  would  interfere  and  cast  the  whole  infltctiom 
for  their  transgressions  upon  the  community*  they  would  not  have  dared 
thus  recklessly  to  have  sinned  against  the  monetary  laws,  nor  to  hare 
inflated  the  paper  bubble  up  to  the  very  period  of  its  explosion. 

The  injuries  which,  by  thus  changing  the  standard  of  value,  they  hate 
inflicted  upon  the  tenure  of  property  are  ten  thousand  times  greater  than 
all  the  losses  produced  by  the  combined  burglaries,  thefls,  and  larcenies 
that  have  ever  been  perpetrated  in  this  State.  And  yet  they  find  nume- 
rous apologists  among  public  officers,  and  a  host  of  advocates  ia  the 
halls  of  legislation.  And,  as  though  the  absolution  of  the  suspension 
law  were  not  a  sufficient  stimulus  to  future  transgression,  new  powers  of 
paper  infliction  are  conferred  upon  them  at  the  present  session. 

At  the  time  of  the  run  upon  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
of  their  suspension  of  payment,  Uiey  found  it  necessary  to  fortify  them- 
selves with  guards,  and  to  arm  themselves  with  deadly  weapons,  lest 
they  should  be  overwhelmed  by  the  stormy  waves  of  an  indignant  mul* 
titude.  No  bills  less  than  five  dollars  were  then  in  circulation.  Had 
the  additional  elements  of  panic,  alarm,  and  phrenzy,  which  are  afforded 
by  bank-notes  of  the  lesser  denominations,  been  combined  with  the 
tempest,  there  is  no  probability  that  any  bank  in  the  city  would  have 
been  left  upon  its  foundations.  But  these  elements  are  now  added  to 
the  former  mass  of  explosive  materials.  The  labouring  and  industrious 
citizen  is  now  to  receive  his  daily  wages  in  bank  promises.  They  are 
told  by  bank  demagogues  that  paper  is  better  than  gold  and  silver,  and 
that  a  promise  is  preferable  to  performance.  Specie  is  now  of  very  li- 
mited circulation ;  those  who  have  possessed  it  since  the  revulsion  cling 
to  it,  knowing  its  intrinsic  value,  and  are  exceedingly  loth  to  exchange 
it  for  paper.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  notorious  fact,  the  devotees  of 
'^  the  credit  system"  loudly  exclaim  that  the  people  of  this  State  love 
paper  much  more  than  the  ^^  humbug"  gold  and  silver.  A  degree  of 
Ignorance  and  stupidity  is  boldly  ascribed  to  the  people  of  this  State 
which  men  did  not  possess  even  in  the  dark  ages. 

And  it  may  be  that  even  now  the  present  apoplectic  shock  will  be  un* 
heeded,  and  its  cause  regarded  *'  with  brute  unconscious  gaze."  It  may 
be  that  the  mass  of  the  community  will  again  submit  to  the  harness  with 
all  the  apathy  of  indifference,  and  all  the  stolidity  of  beasts  of  burden. 
Or,  if  any  galvanic  spasms  shall  be  manifested  by  the  body  politic,  it 
may  be  that  these  convulsive  efforts  will  be  as  fortuitously  directed  as 
the  misguided  fury  of  a  maniac.  The  event  will  show  to  what  extent 
human  reason  can  be  hoodwinked  by  the  boldness  of  cupidity  and  the 
impudence  of  falsehood,  when  aided  by  a  corrupt  and  time-serving 
press. 

As  the  moral  and  physical  power  is  always  with  the  mass  of  mankind, 
the  destiny  of  nations  is  within  their  own  control.  And,  if  the  multi- 
tude will  remain  in  ignorance  and  suffer  themselves  to  be  ground  to  the 
dust  by  despotism,  to  be  cheated  by  demagogues,  and  fleeced  by  inte- 
rested rulers  and  corrupt  government,  heaven  is  still  just,  and  the  pe- 
nalty is  merited.  '*  To  suffer  in  vain,"  says  Bulwer,  *^  is  often  the  lot 
of  the  noblest  individuals.  But,  when  a  people  suffer  in  vain»  let  them 
curse  themselves." 
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To  tbe  issues  of  paper  money  is  confided  one  oi  the  most  dangerous 
powers  that  can  be  committed  to  human  conlarol ;  and  the  penalty  for 
Its  flagrant  abuse,  as  exemplified  in  the  late  terrible  revulsion,  should 
no  more  be  remitted  than  the  crime  of  him  who  should  poison  a  whole 
community  or  lay  a  city  in  ashes.  Nor  should  this  tremendous  power 
eyer  be  confided  to  irresponsible  corporations. 


THC   MEMORIAL  OP  HENRT  D.   GTLPIN,  JOHN   T.    SULLIVAN,   AND   PETER 
t  WAGER,  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,    AND  HUGH  MACELDERRY,  OF   MARYLAND, 
DIRECTORS  OF   THE   BANK  OP   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Appointed  by  the  President,  by  anfi  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

Senate. 

*  «  «  «  *  * 

A  case  parallel  to  ours  has  never  yet  been  exhibited  in  this  country. 
It  is  the  case  of  a  subordinate  corporation  spurning  at  and  virtually  dis- 
carding the  agents  of  those  by  whom  it  was  created  ;  paying  no  sort  of 
respect  to  the  exalted  public  sources  whence  their  appointment  imme- 
diately emanates ;  denying  the  true  nature  of  their  trusts ;  and  nullify- 
ing, by  preconcert  and  pretence,  the  law  of  the  land  and  its^ministerial 
officers.     »    »     *     * 

We  found  the  accounts  kept  in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  altogether 
impossible  to  ascertain  from  them  the  particulars  of  many  large  expendi- 
tures. The  book  in  which  they  were  entered  was  never,  within  our  know- 
ledge, exhibited  to  the  board,  and  their  nature  was  probably  unknown  to 
most,  if  not  all,  the  directors.  They  embraced,  especially  under  tbe  head 
of  stationery  and  printing,  payments,  the  character  of  which  did  not  ap- 
pear in  the  account,  but  which,  when  examined,  were  found  to  be  for 
very  large  disbursements  to  printers  and  publishers  of  newspapers.  *  * 

We  were  scarcely  prepared  for  a  course  like  this.  Not  only  was  all 
investigation  refused — ^not  only  was  our  request  for  a  statement  of  the 
expenditures  denied — ^but  on  the  instant,  without  even  calling  for  or 
looking  at  the  account  to  which  we  referred,  without  examination  and 
without  delay,  a  settled  purpose  was  thus  exhibited  to  continue  and  in- 
crease the  expenditures — to  conduct  them  in  the  secret  and  irresponsible 
way  heretofore  adopted — and  to  preserve  in  the  accounts  the  same 
obscurity  which  already  existed.  «  ♦  » 

Nor  was  it  in  regard  to  the  public  directors  alone  that  the  manage- 
ment of  this  institution  presented  serious  causes  of  objection.  The  whole 
system  is  one  which  is  calculated  to  exclude  the  board  of  directors  from 
a  proper  knowledge  of  its  situation,  of  the  conduct  of  its  officers,  and  of 
its  policy  as  a  great  financial  and  commercial  institution.  The  plan  of 
transacting  much  of  the  business  in  secret  committees  has  already  been 
referred  to  ifi  many  remarkable  instances,  but,  so  far  as  our  limited 
experience  on  some  of  the  committees  has  enabled  us  to  judge,  very  many 
objects  which  ought  to  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  and  approbation  of 
the  directors  never  come  even  before  the  standing  committees,  much 
less  before  the  board.  •  «  ♦ 

In  a  word,  from  the  moment  we  took  our  seats  at  the  board,  we  have 
teen  that  ihe  real  busiiietB  of  the  institution  is  not  there  transacted,  nor 
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iU  real  authority  there  exerciaed — that  there  eiuata  heyond  its  oontiol 
a  power  that  can  be  and  is  exerted,  promptly,  secretly,  and  efficiently, 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  *  * 

There  were  also  numerous  bills  and  receipts  for  expenditures  to  indi- 
viduals— among  them  of  Gales  and  Seaton,  1300  dollars  for  distributing 
Mr.  Gallatin's  pamphlet;  of  William  Fry,  for  Garden  and  Thompson, 
1675  dollars  75  cents  for  five  thousand  copies  of  General  Smith's  and 
Mr.  M'Duffie's  reports,  &c  ;  of  Jesper  Harding,  440  dollars  for  eleven 
thousand  extra  papers;  of  the  American  Sentinel,  125  dollars  74  cents 
for  printing,  folding,  packing,  and  postages  of  three  thousand  extras  ;  of 
William  Fry,  1830  dollars  27  cents  for  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  copies 
of  the  National  Gazette  and  supplements,  containing  addresses  to  mem- 
bers of  the  state  legislatures,  review  of  Mr.  Benton's  speech,  abstracts  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  article  from  the  American  Quarterly  Review,  and  editorial 
article  on  the  project  of  a  treasury  bank;  of  James  Wilson,  1447  dollars 
75  cents  for  twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  the  reports  of  Mr.  M^Dufiie 
and  Mr.  Smith,  and  for  twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  the  address  to 
members  of  the  state  legislatijres,  agreeably  to  order,  and  letters  from 
John  Sergeant,  Esq. ;  and  of  Carey  and  Lea,  2850  dollars  for  ten  thou- 
sand copies  of  Gallatin  on  banking,  and  two  thousand  copies  of  Professor 
Tucker's  article. 

During  the  second  half-year  of  1831  the  item  of  stationery  and  print- 
ins  was  13,224  dollars  87  cents,  of  which  5010  dollars  were  paid  on 
orders  of  the  President,  and  stated  generally  to  be  under  the  resolution 
of  11th  of  March,  1831 ;  and  other  sums  were  paid  to  individuals,  as  in 
the  previous  accounts,  for  printing  and  distributing  documents. 

During  the  first  half-year  of  1832  the  item  of  stationery  and  printing 
was  12,134  dollars  16  cents,  of  which  2150  dollars  are  stated  to  have 
been  paid  on  orders  of  the  President,  under  the  resolution  of  11th  of 
March,  1831.  There  are  also  various  individual  payments,  of  which  we 
noticed  106  dollars  38  cents  to  Hunt,  Tardiff,  and  Co.,  for  a  thousand 
copies  of  a  review  of  Mr.  Benton's  speech ;  200  dollars  for  a  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  Saturday  Courier;  1176  dollars  to  Gales  and  Seaton 
for  twenty  thousand  copies  of  ^^  a  pamphlet  concerning  the  bank,"  and 
six  thousand  copies  of  the  minority  report  relative  to  the  bank ;  and 
1800  dollars  to  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke  for  *'  three  hundred  copies  of 
Clarke  and  Hall's  bank-book." 

During  the  last  half-year  of  1832  the  item  of  stationery  and  printing 
rose  to  26,543  dollars  72  cents,  of  which  6350  dollars  are  stated  to  have 
been  paid  on  orders  of  the  President,  under  the  resolution  of  11th  March, 
1831.  Among  the  specified  charges  we  observe  821  dollars  78  cents  to 
Jesper  Harding,  for  printing  a  review  of  the  veto ;  1371  dollars  40  cents 
to  £.  Olmstead,  for  four  thousand  copies  of  Mr.  Ewing's  speech,  bank 
documents,  and  review,  and  the  veto ;  4106  dollars  13  cents  to  William 
Fry  for  sixty- three  thousand  copies  of  Mr.  Webster's  speech,  Mr. 
Adams's,  and  Mr.  M'Duffie's  reports,  and  the  majority  and  minority 
reports;  295  dollars  for  fourteen  thousand  extras  of  the  "Protector," 
containing  bank  documents ;  2583  dollars  50  cents  to  Mr.  Riddle  for 
printing  and  distributing  reports,  Mr.  Webster's  speech,  &c.;  150  dollars 
12  cents  to  Mr.  Finnall  for  printing  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Clay, 
Ewmg,  and  Smith,  and  Mr.  Adams's  report ;  1512  dollars  75  cents  to 
Mr.  Clarke  for  printing  Mr.  Webster's  speech,  and  articles  on  the  veto; 
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and  2422  dollars'  65  cents  to  Mr.  Hale  for  fifty-two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  Mr,  Webster's  speech.  There  is  also  a  charge  of 
4040  dollars,  paid  on  orders  of  the  President,  stating  that  it  is  in  ex- 
penses in  measures  for  protecting  the  bank  against  a  run  on  the  western 
branches. 


An  Address  delivered  by  Nicholas  Diddle,  President  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  Princeton  College. 

(Extract,) 

«  »  «  '     *  « 

"  Never  desert  the  country — never  despond  over  its  fortunes.  Con- 
front its  betrayers,  as  madmen  are  made  to  quail  beneath  the  stem  gaze 
of  fearless  reason.  They  will  denounce  you.  Disregard  their  outcries  ; 
it  is  only  the  scream  of  the  vultures  whom  you  scare  from  their  prey. 
They  will  seek  to  destroy  you.  Rejoice  that  your  country's  enemies  are 
yours.  You  can  never  fall  more  worthily  than  in  defending  her  from 
her  own  degenerate  children.  If  overborne  by  this  tumult,  and  the  cause 
seem  hopeless,  continue  self-sustained  and  self-possessed.  Retire  to  your 
fields,  but  look  beyond  them.  Nourish  your  spirits  with  meditation  on 
the  mighty  dead  who  have  saved  their  country.  From  your  own  quiet 
elevation,  watch  calmly  this  servile  rout  as  its  triumph  sweeps  before 
you.  The  avenging  hour  will  at  last  come.  It  cannot  be  that  our  free 
nation  can  long  endure  the  vulgar  dominion  of  ignorance  and  profligacy. 
You  will  live  to  see  the  laws  re-established — these  banditti  will  be 
scourged  back  to  their  cavenis — the  penitentiary  will  reclaim  its  fugitives 
in  office,  and  the  only  remembrance  which  history  will  preserve  of 
them  is  the  energy  with  which  you  resisted  and  defeated  them." 


Extracts  from  the  Remarks  on  the  above-named  gentleman* s  Address  by 

the  Neto  York  Evening  Star. 

And  by  whom  are  they  thus  stigmatised?  By  the  hireling  functionary 
of  a  gigantic  moneyed  engine,  which  has  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  im- 
perial power,  and  which,  overstepping  all  the  demarcations  of  right  and 
privilege,  has  boldly  sought  to  bring  the  government  and  the  people 
prostrate  at  his  feet,  suppliants  where  they  should  command  :  which  has 
not  hesitated  to  buy  men  "like  cattle,"  and  which  has  sought  to  control 
the  public  opinion  by  the  most  open  and  profligate  bribery  of  the  public 
press :  which,  defying  the  will  of  its  creators,  the  constitutional  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  has  refused  and  avoided,  in  violation  of  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  its  charter,  all  investigation  into  affairs  which  it  is  not 
to  be  imagined  could  bear  the  light.  And  finally,  which,  seeking  its 
objects  by  the  most  daring  assaults  upon  the  liberties  and  interests  of  the 
people,  started  and  pursued,  with  a  fiendish  disregard  of  all  things  else, 
an  enormous  scheme  for  the  prostration  of  the  credit  of  the  country,  its 
business,  its  capital,  its  resources ;  destroying,  to  the  extent  of  its  dele- 
terious power  over  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  great  trading  community, 
all  confidence,  all  relief,  all  hope ;  and  only  staying  its  hand  when  it 
became  apparent  that  the  energies  and  means  of  the  country  were  beyond 
the  reach  of  its  malice.    Such  is  the  source  from  whence  the  present 
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rqiuUican  adminiBtration  and  its  friends  are  assailed  with  viadietiTe  aid 
malignant  epithet.  Such  is  the  individual  who  has  usurped  the  seat  of 
learning  and  philosophy  as  the  medium  throu^  which  to  mutter  forth 
his  spleen,  now  that  the  fell  designs,  of  which  he  has  been  the  agent, 
against  the  constitution  and  liberties  of  his  country,  have  been  frustrated; 
who,  in  the  midst  of  these  familiar  corruptions  and  purchases  of  intellect, 
assumes  to  lead  the  students  of  Princetown  onward  through  the  paths  of 
virtue  and  knowledge ;  and  who,  while  he  strikes  at  the  fame  as  well  as 
the  liberties  of  the  republic,  affects  to  inculcate  the  lessons  of  patriotism, 
and  to  proffer  incentives  to  a  primary  and  absorbing  love  of  country. 


Speech  of  Senator  Benton^  against  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the 

Bank  of  the  United  States  (in  1831.) 

EXTRACTS. 

♦  *  *  It  lives  from  day  to  day  by  the  indulgence  of  those  whom 
it  daily  attacks ;  and  if  any  one  is  ignorant  of  this  fact,  let  him  look  at 
the  case  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  against  Owens  and  others, 
decided  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  reported  in  2nd  Peters. 

(Here  Mr.  B.  read  a  part  of  this  case,  showing  that  it  was  a  case  of 
usury  at  the  rate  of  46  per  cent,  and  that  Mr.  Sergeant,  council  for  the 
Bank,  resisted  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the  ground  that 
it  would  expose  the  charter  of  the  bank  to  forfeiture ;  and  that  the 
decision  was,  nevertheless,  given  upon  that  ground,  so  that  the  bank, 
being  convicted  of  taking  usury  in  violation  of  its  charter,  was  liable  to 
be  deprived  of  its  charter  at  any  time  that  a  scire  facias  should  issue 
against  it.)  ♦  *  ♦ 

Let  no  one  say  the  bank  will  avail  itself  of  its  capacity  to  amass  real 
estate.  The  fact  is,  it  has  already  done  so.  I  know  towns,  yea,  cities, 
and  could  name  them,  if  it  might  not  seem  invidious,  from  this  devated 
theatre,  to  make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortunes,  in  which  this 
bank  already  appears  as  a  dominant  and  engrossing  proprietor.  I  have 
been  in  places  where  the  answers  to  inquiries  for  the  owners  of  the  most 
valuable  tenements  would  remind  you  of  the  answers  given  by  the 
Egyptians  to  similar  questions  from  the  French  officers  on  their  march 
to  Cairo.  You  recollect,  no  doubt.  Sir,  the  dialogue  to  which  I  allude, 
"Who owns  that  palace?"  "The  Mameluke."— " Who  this  country- 
house?"  "The  Mameluke."— " These  gardens ?"  "The  Mameluke." 
— "  That  field  covered  with  rice  ?"  "  The  Mameluke." — And  thus  have 
I  been  answered,  in  the  towns  and  cities  referred  to,  with  the  sinde 
exception  of  the  name  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  substituted  for 
the  military  scourge  of  Egypt.  If  this  is  done  under  the  first  character, 
what  may  not  be  expected  under  the  second  ?  If  this  is  done  while  the 
bank  is  on  its  best  behaviour,  what  may  she  not  do  when  freed  from 
all  restraint,  and  delivered  up  to  the  boundless  cupidity  and  remorsdeas 
exactions  of  a  moneyed  corporation  P 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills  of  exchange. — ^I  hope 
the  Senate  will  not  require  me  to  read  dry.  passages  from  the  charter  to 
prove  what  I  sav.  I  know  I  speak  a  thing  nearlv  incredible  when  I 
allege  that  this  bank,  in  addition  tQ  its  other  attriWtesi  is  an  incor- 
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porated  eoitifMkiiy  of  pawnbrokers !    The  allegation  staggers  belief,  but 
a  reference  to  the  charter  will  dispel  incredulity. 

11.  Exemption  from  due  course  of  law  for  violation  of  this  charter. 
—This  is  a  privilege  which  affects  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
stauds  without  example  in  the  annals  of  republican  legislation.     In  the 
case  of  all  other   delinquents,  whether  persons  or  corporations,  the 
laws  take  their  course  against  those  who  offend  them.     It  is  the  right 
of  every  citizen  to  set  the  laws  in  motion  against  every  offender ;  and 
it  is  the  constitution  of  the  law,  when  set  in  motion,  to  work  through, 
like  a  machine,  regardless  of  powers  and  principalities,  and  cutting 
down  the  guilty  which  may  stand  in  its  way.     Not  so  in  the  case  of 
this  bank.     In  its  behalf  there  are  barriers  erected  between  the  citizen 
and  its  oppressor — between  the  wrong  and  the  remedy — between  the 
law  and  the  offender.     Instead  of  a  right  to  sue  out  a  scire  facias  or 
a  qiLO  warrantOy  the  injured  citizen,  with  a  humble  petition  in  his  hand, 
must  repair  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  to  Congress,  and 
crave  their  leave  to  do  so.     If  leave  is  denied, — ^and  denied  it  will  be 
whenever  the  bank  has  a  peculiar  friend  in  the  president,  or  a  majority 
of  such  friends  in  Congress,  (tbe  convenient  pretext  being  always  at 
hand,  that  the  general  welfare  requires  the  bank  to  be  sustained,) — he 
can  proceed  no  farther.    The  machinery  of  the  law  cannot  be  set  in 
motion,  and  the  great  offender  laughs  from  behind  his  barrier  at  the 
impotent  resentment  of  its  helpless  victim.     Thus  the  bank,  for  the 
plainest  violation  of  its  charter,  and  the  greatest  oppressions  of  the 
citizen,  may  escape  the  pursuit  of  justice.     Thus,  the  administration 
of  justice  is  subject  to  be  strangled  in  its  birth,  for  the  shelter  and  pro- 
tection of  this  bank.     But  this  is  not  all.     Another,  and  most  alarming 
mischief,  results  from  the  same  extraordinary  privilege.     It  gives  the 
bank  a  direct  interest  in  the  presidential  and  congressional  elections. 
It  gives  it  need  for  friends  in  congress  and  in  the  Presidential  chair. 
Its  fate,  its  very  existence,  may  often  depend  upon  the  friendship  of  the 
president  and  congress ;  and  in  such  cases,  it  is  not  in  human  nature 
to  avoid  using  the  immense  means  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  to  influence 
the  election  of  these  officers.     Take  the  existing  fact, — the  case  to 
which  I  allude  at  the  commencement  of  this  speech.     There  is  a  case 
made  out,  ripe  with  judicial  evidence,  and  big  with  the  fate  of  the  bank. 
It  is  a  case  of  usury  at  the  rate  of  46  per  cent.,  in  violation  of  the 
charter,  which  only  admits  an  interest  of  6.     The  facts  were  admitted, 
in  the  court  below,  by  the  bank's  demurrer ;  the  law  was  decided,  in 
the  court  above,  by  the  supreme  judges.     The  admission  concludes  the 
facts;  the  decision  concludes  the  law.     The  forfeiture  of  the  charter 
is  established ;  the  forfeiture  is  incurred ;  the  application  of  the  forfeiture 
alone  is  wanting  to  put  an  end  to  the  institution.     An  impartial  pre- 
sident, or  congress,  might  let  the  laws  take  their  course ;  those  of  u 
different  temper  might  interpose  their  veto.     What  a  crisis  for  the 
bank  !     It  beholds  the  sword  of  Damocles  suspended  over  its  heart ! 
What  an  interest  in  keeping  those  away  who  might  suffer  the  hair  to 
be  cut I  

PRESIDENT  JACKSON's  FAREWBLL  ADDRESS. 

(Extract,) 
The  mischief  springs  from  the  power  which  the  moneyed  interest 
derives  from  a  paper  currency,  which  they  are  able  to  control ;  from 

2g 


450  AiPPKlTDf  X  Tin. 

the  urattitude  of  onrporatioiift^  widi  exdnnre  pmilegeB,  'fAMk  they  btve 
succeeded  in  obtaining  in  the  diSenni  State*,  and  whiofa  are  employed 
altogether  for  their  benefit ;  and  unless  you  become  more  watchfiQil  in 
your  States,  and  check  this  spirit  of  monopoly  and  thirst  for  exclusiye 
privileges,  you  will,  in  the  end,  find  that  the  important  powers  of 
goyemment  have  been  given  or  bartered  away,  and  control  over  yoar 
dearest  interests  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  these  corporations. 

The  paper-money  system,  and  its  natural  associates,  monopoly  and 
exclusive  privileges,  have  already  struck  their  roots  deep  into  tbe  soil ; 
and  it  will  require  all  your  efforts  to  check  its  further  growth,  and  to 
eradicate  the  evil.  The  men  who  profit  by  the  abuses,  and  desire  to 
perpetuate  them,  will  continue  to  besiege  the  halls  of  legislation  in  the 
general  government  as  well  as  in  the  States,  and  will  seek,  by  every 
artifice,  to  mislead  and  deceive  the  public  servants.  *  * 

It  will  require  steady  and  persevering  exertions  on  yoar  part  to  rid 
yoursdves  of  the  iniquities  and  mischiefs  of  tbe  paper  system,  and  to 
check  the  spirit  of  monopoly  and  other  abuses  which  have  sprung  up 
with  it,  and  of  which  it  is  the  main  support.  So  many  interests  are 
united  to  resist  all  re^m  on  this  subject,  that  you  must  not  hojte  the 
conflict  will,  be  a  short  one,  nor  success  easy.  *  -  *  * 

You  have  no  longer  any  cause  to  fear  danger  firam  abroad ;  your 
strength  and  power  are  well  known  throughout  the  civilized  world,  as  well 
as  the  high  and  gallant  bearing  of  your  sons.  It  is  firom  within,  among 
yourselves,  from  cupidity,  from  corruption,  from  disappointed  ambition, 
and  inordinate  thirst  for  power,  that  factions  will  be  fonned  and  liberty 
endangered. 

Speech  of  Senator  Benton^  Twenty-third  Congress^  First  Session, 

{Ejctraeis,) 

♦  *  ♦  Af  the  winding  up  of  the  bank  in  1835,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  half  the  notes,  or  drafts,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  will  [be  rejected  as  counterfeit,  among  them,  in  aH  probability, 
as  many  good  notes  as  bad  ones,  ft»  the  officers  know  nothing  about 
them,  and  will  be  very  apt  to  decide  in  favour  of  their  own  institution 
in  all  cases  of  doubt.  ♦  *  m 

The  United  States  Bank,  a  lawless  institution,  trampling  upon  its 
charter,  and  oppressing  the  people  from  the  first  year  of  its  birth; 
and  constantly  escaping,  with  triumph  and  impunity,  from  all  attempts 
to  make  it  amenable  to  the  violated  majesty  of  the  laws.  In  filling  up 
this  picture,  he  would  surely  refer  to — not  dwell  upon — the  events  of 
the  two  first  years  of  the  bank's  existence,  when  a  committee  of 
Congress  solemnly  reported  a  number  of  breaches  of  its  charter,  sup- 
ported them  by  a  volume  of  evidence,  and  proposed  the  issue  of  a  writ 
of  scire  facias  to  try  the  truth  of  its  allegations.  The  scire  facias  was 
resisted,  and  successfully  resisted,  by  the  friends  of  the  bank;  not 
more  than  about  thirty  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  voted 
for  it ;  and  thus  the  bank,  at  that  time  young  and  weak,  proved  itself 
too  strong  for  the  government ;  and  escaped  without  a  trial,  from  the 
consequences  of  its  lawless  and  oppressive  conduct.  It  triumphed  over 
congress  in  the  first  trial  of  strength  between  them ;  and  developed  the 
system  of  tactics  on  which  it  has  ever  since  conducted  its  defences, 
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that  of  avoiding  trials  upon  evidence^  and  depending  upon  clamour  and 
declamation  to  drown  the  accusatiouft  against  it. 


[Doc.  No.  65.] 

24th  Congress^  2nd  Session, 

House  of  Representatives,  Treasury  Department. 

LBTTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TRANSMITTING  STATE- 
MENTS SHOWING  THE  CONDITION  OF  CERTAIN  STATE  BANKS,  &C.  &C. 

(Extracts.) 

The  bank  inspector  says,  in  a  note,  "  The  Essex  bank  was  incor- 
porated in  1833,  with  a  capital  of  40,000  dollars.  The  bank  went  into 
operation  with  a  pretended  capital  of  20,000  dollars,  and  has  been 
reported  as  possessed  of  20,000  dollars.  From  an  inspection  of  the 
papers  of  the  bank,  it  appears  that  the  present  president,  J.  D.,  obtained 
a  loan  of  more  than  18,000  dollars  of  the  Haverhill  (N.  H.)  bank ; 
deposited  the  money  in  the  Haverhill  bank,  and  took  a  certificate  of 
deposit,  which  was  used  by  the  commissioners.  The  same  day  the 
directors  were  appmnted,  J.  D.,  the  president,  and  his  father-in-law, 
T.  C,  borrowed  or  took  the  certificate  of  deposit  and  the  'remainder 
of  the  cash,  returned  the  same  to  Haverhill,  and  took  up  the  notes. 
That  bank  has  no  capital  except  the  notes  of  the  stockholders  for  2000 
dollars,  so  1  have  refused  to  report  it.  It  has  a  large  amount  of  notes 
in  circulation." 

He  then  gives  an  account  of  the  various  methods  the  banks  take  to 
avoid  the  usury  law,  such  as  discounting  a  man's  note  for  10,000  dollars, 
on  condition  that  he  shall  leave  5000  dollars  as  a  deposit  in  the  bank, 
which  makes  12  instead  of  6  per  cent.,  and  a  thousand  other  schemes  to 
avoid  the  law,  and  he  remarks  that  the  corrupting  effect  of  this  evasion 
and  violation  of  the  law  cannot  escape  the  observation  of  any  reflecting 
man.  A  strong  sense  of  demerit  is  marked  by  the  various  shifts  and 
subterfuges  resorted  to  in  the  exaction  of  illegal  interest ;  and  when 
men  of  high  character  are  found  willing  to  practise  the  contrivances 
that  have  been  detailed,  is  there  not  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  a 
decline  in  public  sentiment? 

[Doc.  No.  65.] 

G.  No.  1. — Banks  of  New  York. 

Annual  Report  of  Ike  Bank  Commissioners, 

Albany^  January  23,  1836. 

Sir, — ^We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  our  Annual  Report,  and  are, 
very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 
C.  Stebbins,      ^ 

Geo.  R.  Davis,  [Bank  Commissimiers. 
*  Lewis  Eaton,  J 

The  Hon.  Charles  Humphrey, 

Speaker  of  ike  Assembly. 

262 
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{Extract) 

"  Although  the  business  of  the  Banks  during  the  last  year  has  beeu 
large  beyond  example  in  this  State,  yet  their  means  have  been  exten- 
sive, business  has  been  active  and  prosperous,  and  we  believe  them  all  to 
be  in  a  sound,  healthy,  and  safe  condition." 

And  the  very  next  Moty  every  one  of  them  broke. 

"  Such  considerations,  however,  from  their  nature,  approximate  but 
little  towards  any  definite  rule  of  action  upon  the  subject.""  In  tliis 
country  everything  in  the  way  of  business  progresses  with  such  astonish- 
ing rapidity,  in  consequence  of  its  new  and  immense  resources,  which 
are  daily  developing,  that  no  human  mind  can  undertake  to  measure 
the  amount  of  currency  which  may  be  suflScient  for  our  wants,  and  yet 
not  sufficient  to  derange  the  value  of  property.  Banking,  with  us,  is  an 
experiment  in  a  great  measure  unknown  to  (he  rest  of  the  world ;  and 
we  should,  therefore,  proceed  with  caution  as  the  lights  of  experience 
may  guide  us. 

"  The  question  is,  how  far  is  it  safe  to  extend  this  system  of  credit? 

**  Upon  any  rational  calculation  which  we  are  capable  of  making,  we 
cannot  believe  that  the  amount  of  additional  bank  capital  actually 
required,  and  which  might  be  safely  granted,  bears  any  respectable  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  petitioned  for  ;  but  yet  we  do  believe  that  some 
additional  bank  capital  is  required,  and  may  safely  be  granted." 


THE  VIRGINIAN  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT  TO  THE  SECRETARY. 

[{Extract.) 

**  While  your  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to- present  these  views  to 
the  legislature,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  they -consider  the  banks,  whose 
condition  they  have  been  directed  to  examine,  to  be  not  only  in  a  sound, 
but  in  an  improving  condition." 

All  broke  the  May  foUmving, 


[Doc.  No.  65.] 

NOTES    TO    THE    (COMPARATIVE    VIEW    OF    THE    CONDITION    OF    ALL   THE 
BANKS  IN  THE  UNITED   STATES,  IN  1833-34,    1834-35,    AND  1835-36. 

(FF.) 

Ip  the  net  fund  of  the  banks  could  be  correctly  stated  it  would  point 
out  the  exact  amount  to  which  the  banks  make  loans  and  discounts  on 
the  basis  of  deposits  and  circulation ;  but,  owing  to  the  way  in  whicli 
the  banks  give  statements  of  the  condition  of  some  of  their  branches,  it 
is  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  on  this  point.  *  A  part 
of  the  sum  included  under  the  general  head  of  ^*  other  investments  "  in 
reality  forms  a  capital  for  the  branches,  and  these  branehes  appear  to 
have  made  loans  and  discounts  to  an  extent  which  must  be  left  to  com- 
putation. 

"  Extract  from  The  Washington  Globe, 

*  *  This  struggle  cannot  continue  long.  Either  the  people  will 
check,  and  effectually  restrain  the  grasping  spirit  of  monopoly,  of  wealth, 
and  power,  by  the  prostitution  of  legislation,  or  the  moneyed  power  will 
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become  united  with  the  political  power,  both  of  which  will  be  too  strong 
for  the  people>  and  will  speedily  lead  to  a  change  in  the  government. 
The  les&ona  of  the  last  few  years,  it  would  seem,  must  satisfy  all  of  the 
danger  of  concentrated  wealth,  held  tc^ether  by  corporate  powers  and 
privil^es,  and  subjected  to  the  control  of  a  few  individuals.  ^  * 
Hence  it  is  tliat  in  our  large  cities  the  daily  papers  are  the  organs  of  the 
bank  aristocracy. 

The  lawyers,  especially  the  most  eminent  in  the  cities,  are  controlled 
by  the  same  influence.  The  banks  and  the  merchants  are  their  rich 
clients,  whose  long  purses  are  alone  able  to  command  the  everlastingly- 
extolled  talents  of  the  mercenary  advocate. 

But  the  lawyers  are  all  politicians,  and  the  mercenary  and  dishonest 
among  them  are  subsidized  by  the  banks  and  the  merchants  as  much  in 
the  halkof  legislation  as  in  the  courts  of  justice.  In  the  latter  case, 
they  are  not  feed  directly,  as  in  the  former,  but  it  is  their  interest  to  sup- 
port the  selfish  and  monopolizing  schemes  of  the  bank  party.  They  have 
their  retained  advocates  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  as  well  as  in  the 
courts.  In  Congress,  Mr.  Webster  is  their  senior  and  ablest  attorney 
and  advocate.  The  bank  party,  the  high  tariff  party,  and  all  who  seek 
special  privileges  from  the^legislation  of  Congress,  look  to  him  with  the 
same  confidence  they  would  if  they  wanted  his  services  in  the  Supreme 
Court. 


(Extract.) 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA   ON 

THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

*  *  Those  opposed  to  it  were  held  in  profound  ignorance  of 
what  was  going  forward,  and  finally,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1836,  a 
bill  (No.  112)  was  reported  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr. 
Stevens,  from  the  Committee  on  "  Inland  Navigation  and  Internal 
Improvement,"  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  repeal  the  State  Tax,  and  to 
continue  the  Improvements  of  the  State  by  Railroads  and  Canals,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  which  bill,  under  the  popular  guise  of  repealing 
the  State  Tay,  and  continuing  and  extending  the  improvements  of  the 
state,  was  in  fact  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  although  the  most  important  part  of  it  was  not  even 
referred  to  in  the  title. 

This  bill  was  made  the  order  for  the  next  day  after  it  was  reported, 
and  passed  the  third  reading  on  the  29th  of  January,  1836.  The  follow- 
ing day  it  was  presented  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  on  the  1 5th  of 
February  passed  the  third  reading,  and  on  the  18th  of  February,  1836, 
was  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  in  due  form  became  a  law. 

Not  a  single  petition  had  been  presented  to  either  House  in  favour  of 
incorporating  the  Bank.  Strong  and  repeated  expressions  of  opinion 
against  it  had  been  made  by  the  people  at  every  election  when  this  matter 
was  fairly  brought  before  them. 

A  proposition  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people  upon  it  at  the  election  to 
be  held  for  the  choice  of  members  to  the  Convention,  to  frame  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  was  negatived. 

Under  this  peculiar  state  of  things,  the  passage  of  this  bill  was 
attended  with  the  most  vehement  burst  of  indignation  on  the  part  of  those 
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who  had  opposed  the  Bank.  Having  been  introduced  and  passed  in  the 
manner  already  described,  it  was  honestly  believed  by  many  that  unfair 
and  corrupt  means  were  employed  by  the  Bank  to  procure  the  passage  of 
the  bill  granting  it  a  charter.  This  belief  was  much  strengthened  by 
the  fact,  that,  during  the  pending  of  the  bill  before  the  Legislature, 
many  persons  feeling  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  measure 
were  present  in  Harrisburg,  and  in  some  instances  urging  the  measure 
with  great  zeal ;  and  who,  by  the  additional  fact  that  the  State  Tax  thus 
purporting  to  be  repealed,  would  have  expired  in  a  few  days  by  its  own 
limitation,  and  that  the  bonus  was  distributed  among  so  many  different 
objects,  and  in  so  many  different  parts  of  the  State,  as  to  carry  the  ap- 
pearance of  attempting  to  influence  the  people  into  a  sanction  of  the 
measure,  by  a  liberal  distribution  of  its  favours. 

The  Bank  bill  accordingly  met  with  immediate  and  determined  oppo- 
sition. Large  assemblages  of  the  people  passed  resolutions  against  it, 
called  for  an  investigation  oi  the  means  used  to  obtain  its  charter,  de- 
nounced those* who  voted  for  it,  and  the  election  last  fall  mainly  turned 
on  that  question  throughout  the  State.  Tlie  result  was  the  decided  tri- 
umph of  those  who  disapproved  the  Bank,  and  called  for  investigation. 


MESSAGE  OF  PRESIDENT  XACKSON,  DEC.  3rO,  1833. 

*  *  Since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  directed  the  money  of  the  United  States  to  be  deposited  in 
certain  State  Banks  designated  by  him,  and  he  will  immediately  lay  be- 
fore you  his  reasons  for  this  direction.  I  concur  with  him  entirely  in 
the  view  he  has  taken  of  the  subject,  and  some  months  before  the 
removal  I  urged  upon  the  Department  the  propriety  of  taking  that  step. 
The  near  approach  of  the  day  on  which  the  charter  will  expire,  as  well 
as  the  conduct  of  the  Bank,  appeared  to  me  to  call  for  this  measure, 
upon  the  high  considerations  of  public  interest  and  public  duty.  The 
extent  of  its  misconduct,  however,  although  known  to  be  great,  was  not 
at  that  time  fully  developed  by  proof.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  month 
of  August  that  I  received  from  the  Government  Directors  an  official 
report,  establishing  beyond  question  that  this  great  and  powerful  institu* 
tion  had  been  actively  engaged  in  attempting  to  influence  the  elections 
of  the  public  officers  by  means  of  its  money ;  and  that,  in  violation 
of  the  express  provisions  of  its  charter,  it  had,  by  a  formal  resolu- 
tion, placed  its  funds  at  the  disposition  of  its  President,  to  be  employed 
in  sustaining  the  political  power  of  the  Bank.  A  copy  of  this  resolution 
is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Government  Directors  before  referred 
to ;  and,  however  the  object  may  be  disguised  by  cautious  language,  no 
one  can  doubt  that  this  money  was,  in  truth,  intended  fbr  electioneering 
purposes,  and  the  particular  uses  to  which  it  is  proved  to  have  been 
applied  abundantly  show  that  it  was  $o  understood.  Not  only  was  the 
evidence  complete  as  to  the  past  application  of  the  money  and  power  of 
the  Bank  to  electioneeering  purposes,  but  that  the  resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  authorized  the  same  course  to  be  pursued  in  future.  *  * 
In  this  point  of  the  case  the  question  is  distinctly  presented,  whether 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to  govern  through  representatives 
chosen  by  their  unbiassed  suffrages,  or  whether  the  power  and  money 
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of  a  grett  corporation  are  to  be  secretly  exerted  to  inftaenoe  their  judg- 
ment fuid  GOBind  tfa«ir  deoisicms. 


PRESIDENT  JACKSOM's   MESSAGE,   MARCH    HtH,    1834. 

The  directors  of  this  bank,  like  all  others,  are  accustomed  to  sit  with 
closed  doors,  and  do  not  report  their  proceedings  to  any  department  of  the 
government.  The  monthly  return,  which  the  charter  requires  to  be  made 
to  the  treasury  department,  gives  nothing  more  than  a  general  statement 
of  its  pecuniary  conditions ;  and  of  that  but  an  imperfect  one.  For,  al- 
though it  shows  the  amount  loaned  at  the  bank  and  its  different  branches, 
it  does  not  show  the  condition  of  its  debtors,  nor  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  loans  were  made.  It  does  not  show  whether  they  were,  in 
truth,  accommodations  granted  in  the  regular  and  ordinary  course  of 
business,  upon  fair  banking  principles,  or  from  other  motives.  Under 
the  name  of  loans,  advances  may  be  made  to  persons  notoriously  insolvent, 
for  the  most  corrupt  and  improper  purposes ;  and  a  course  of  proceeding 
may  be  adopted  in  violation  of  its  charter,  while  upon  the  face  of  its 
monthly  statement  everything  would  appear  to  be  fair  and  correct. 

How  then  is  the  extensivebranchesof  the  government  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  official  conduct  of  the  public  directors,  or  the  abuses 
practised  by  the  corporation  for  its  private  ends,  and  in  violation  of  its 
duty  to  the  public  ? 


TWENTY-THIRD   CONGRESS. — PIRST   SESSION.— IN    SENATE. 

Mr.  Benton,  speaking  of  the  notes  issued  by  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  baxiJi^  said : — "  They  were  directed  to  be  received  ac- 
cordingly in  all  payments  to  the  United  States ;  this  gave  them  cur- 
rency; in  three  years,  no  less  than  10,781,635  of  them  were  issued ; 
how  many  since  was  unknown ;  certainly  many  millions ;  they  usurped 
the  place  of  hard  money  and  of  notes  in  the  south  and  west ;  and  now 
behold  the  consequence!  Here  it  is,*'  said  Mr.  B.,  holding  up  a  little 
book,  entitled  '  Counterfeit  Detector ;'  and  in  which  an  account  is 
given  of  the  progress  made  in  counterfeiting  this  illegal  trash.  *^  The  re- 
sults to  the  15th  of  December  last,  are,  upon  the  branch  at  Pittsburg, 
eleven  editions,  or  distinct  emissions  of  counterfeits  ;  on  the  Cincinnati 
branch,  ten  editions ;  on  the  Nashville  branch,  thirteen  editions ;  on 
the  Louisville  branch,  five  editions;  on  the  Lexington  branch, 
fourteen  editions;  on  the  St.  Louis  branch,  four  editions;  on 
the  New  Orleans  branch,  eleven  editions;  on  the  Mobile  branch, 
twelve  editions;  on  the  Savannah  branch,  twelve  editions;  on  the 
Charleston  branch,  eleven  editions ;  on  the  Fayetteville  branch,  fourteen 
editions ;  on  the  Norfolk  branch,  twenty-four  editions  ;  on  the  Washing- 
ton City  branch,  twelve  editions ;  on  the  Buffalo  branch,  twenty- six  edi- 
tions ;  and  on  other  branches  an  additional  number,  making  the  aggregate 
number  of  editions,  or  counterfeits  of  the  United  States  bank  paper,  and 
chiefly  these  drafts,  about  two  hundred !  The  quantity  of  counterfeits 
contained  in  each  edition  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain ;  but  any  one  con- 
versant with  the  state  of  the  remote  circulation  will  be  ready  to  aver  that 
the  ma^sof  it  is  counterfeit!    That  evejy  day  working-people  are  de- 
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frauded !  Tiuit  there  is  no  jpOBeilMltty  <^  telling  tbe  good  from  the  bad ! 
That  the  officers  of  the  branches  know  nothing  about  it,  sad  aceept>  or 
condemn,  at  random !  That  confederate  gangs  of  villains  traverse  the 
country,  with  their  packiiges  of  forged  paper,  seeking  whom  they  msy 
devour,  and  presenting  a  revolting  picture  of  the  progress  of  crime  and 
demoralization  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  suffering"  of  the  community 
on  the  other,  the  who^e  attributable  to  this  circulation  of  small  drafts, 
signed  by  innumerable  persons,  whose  names  and  existence  are  wholly 
unknown  to  that  part  of  the  community  who  are  chiefly  selected  for 
victims." 


Extract  from  a  Letter  of  Mr,  Richard  Rush. 

ON  THE  BANK  WITHHOLDING  PART  OF  THE  DIVIDEKDS  DUE  ON  STOCK  TO 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  UNDER  A  PRETENCE  OF  HAVING  SUSTAINED  DA- 
MAGES ON  A  RETURNED  BILL  DRAWN  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  ON 
FRANCE. 

"If  this  great  nation  will  passively  submit  to  the  seizure  of  its  public 
revenue  by  a  banking  company  that  has  made  war  upon  the  executive  de- 
partment of  its  government,  its  liberties  are  already  gone  :  it  will  hence- 
forth be  ready  to  submit  to  anything  which  any  internal  or  foreign  foe 
may  put  upon  it.  Bank  influence  will  have  become  so  ascendant  as  to 
have  destroyed  the  perception  of  wrong,  and  all  disposition  to  remedy  it 
The  nation  will  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  prostrate  and  degraded  at  the  feet 
of  money-changers.  In  the  manifest  and  presumptuous  violation  of  its 
.right,  all  its  just  authority,  and,  with  that,  its  glory,  will  have  been  struck 
down. 

"Richard  Rush, 
''  Sydenham,  near  Philadelphia, 
*'  To  a  C.  Waller,  Esq.''  "  "  SepL  6th,  1834. 


speech  of  mr.  calhoun  in  reply  to  mr.  clay,  on  the  sub-treasury 
,  bill,  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  united  states,  march 
*  IOth,  1838. 

Extracts, 


\ 


"  I  DELIVERED  two  specchcs  iu  the  session  of  1833-4,  one  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits,  and  the  other  on  the  question  of  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  late  bank.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  turn  to  the  volume 
lying  before  him  and  read  the  three  paragraphs  marked  in  my  speech  oo 
the  deposits.  I  will  thank  him  to  raise  his  voice  and  read  slowly,  so 
that  he  may  be  distinctly  heard  ;  and  I  must  ask  you.  Senators,  to  give 
your  attentive  hearing,  for  on  the  coincidence  between  my  opniona  then 
and  my  course  now  my  vindication  against  this  unprovoked  and  ground- 
less charge  rests. 

The  Secretary  then  read  as  follows : — "  I'his  was  a  question  of  bank 
or  no  bank :  if  it  involved  the  existence  of  the  banking  system,  it  would 
indeed  be  a  great  question — one  of  the  first  magnitude;  and,  with  my 
present  impression,  long  entertained,  and  daily  increasing,  I  would  he- 
sitate, lung  hesitate,  before  I  would  be  foimd  under  the  banner  of  the 
system.     1  have  great  doubts  (if  doubts  they  may  be  called)  as  to  the 
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Boandness  and  tendency  of  the  whole  system  in  all  its  modifications.  I 
have  great  fears  that  it  will  be  found  hostile  to  liberty  and  the  advance 
of  civilization;  fatally  hostile  to  liberty  in  our  country,  wh^e  the  system 
exists  in  its  worst  and  most  dangerous  form.  Of  all  institutions  afllecting 
the  great  question  of  the  distribution  of  wealth— a  question  the  least  ex- 
plored and  the  most  important  of  any  in  the  whole  range  of  political 
economy — ^the  banking  institution  has,  if  not  the  greatest,  among  the 
greatest,  and,  I  fear,  most  pernicious,  influence  on  the  mode  of  dtstri*- 
bution.  Were  the  question  really  before  us,  I  would  not  shun  the 
responsibility,  great  as  it  might  be,  of  freely  and  fully  ofiFering  my  sen- 
timents on  these  deeply  important  points ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  must  content 
myself  with  the  few  remarks  which  I  have  thrown  out. 

"  You  must  refuse  all  connexion  with  banks.  You  must  neither  re- 
ceive nor  pay  away  bank  notes ;  you  must  go  back  to  the  old  system  of 
the  strong  box,  and  of  gold  and  silver.  If  you  have  a  right  to  jreceive 
bank-notes  at  all^— to  treat  them  as  money  by  receiving  them  in  your 
dues,  or  paying  them  away  to  creditors — you  have  a  right  to  create  a  bank. 
Whatever  the  government  receives  and  treats  as  money  is  money ;  and, 
if  it  be  money,  then  they  have  the  right,  under  the  constitution,  to  regulate 
it.  Nay,  they  are  bound  by  a  high  obligation  to  adopt  the  most  efficient 
means,  according  to  the  nature  of  that  which  they  have  recognised  as 
money,  to  give  to  it  the  utmost  stability  and  uniformity  of  value.  And 
if  it  be  in  the  shape  of  bank-notes,  the  most  efficient  means  of  giving 
those  qualities  is  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  incorporated  by  Congress. 
Unless  you  give  the  highest  practical  uniformity  to  the  value  of  bank-notes 
—so  long  as  you  receive  them  in  your  dues,  and  treat  them  as  money — 
you  violate  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which  provides  that  taxation 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  There  is  no  other  alter- 
native. I  repeat,  you  must  divorce  the  government  entirely  from  the 
banking  system,  or,  if  not,  you  are  bound  to  incorporate  a  bank  as  the 
only  sate  and  efficient  means  of  giving  stability  and  uniformity  to  the  cur- 
rency. And  should  the  deposits  not  be  restored,  and  the  present  illegal 
and  unconstitutional  connexion  between  the  executive  and  the  league  of 
banks  continue,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty,  if  no  one  else  moves^  to  introduce 
a  measure  to  prohibit  government  from  receiving  or  touching  bank-notes 
in  any  shape  whatever,  as  the  only  means  left  of  giving  safety  and  stability 
to  the  currency,  and  saving  the  country  from  corruption  and  ruin.", 

*'  Such  were  my  sentiments,  delivered  four  years  since,  on  the  question 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  now  standing  on  record ;  and  I  now 
call  your  attention,  Senators,  while  they  are  fresh  in- your  minds,  and  be- 
fore other  extracts  arc  read,  <o  the  opinions  I  then  entertained  and  ex- 
pressed, in  order  that  you  may  compare  them  with  those  that  I  have 
expressed  and  the  course  I  have  pursued  on  the  present  occasion.  In 
the  first  place,  I  then  expressed  myself  explicitly  and  decidedly  against 
the  banking  system,  and  intimated,  in  language  too  strong  to  be  mistaken, 
that,  if  the  question  was  then  bank  or  no  bank,  as  it  now  is,  as  far  as 
government  is  concerned,  I  would  not  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  bank. 
Now,  I  ask,  I  appeal  to  the  candour  of  all,  even  the  most  prejudiced, 
i»  there  anything  in  all  this  contradictory  to  my  present  opinions  or 
course?  On  the  contrary,*  having  entertained  and  expressed  these 
opinions,  could  I,  at  this  time,  when  the  issue  I  then  supposed  is  actually 


t 
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presented,  hare  f^ne  tgainst  the  flepamtion  without  gron  iaconmteiioy  ? 
Again,  I  then  declared  myself  to  be  utterly  opposed  to  a  combination  a 
ki^e  of  State  banks,  as  being  Uie  most  efEcient  and  comtpting  fiscal 
agent  the  government  could  select,  and  more  objectionable  than  a  bank 
of  the  United  States.  I  again  appeal,  is  there  a  sentiment  or  a  word  in 
all  this  contradictory  to  what  I  have  said  or  done  on  the  present  occaaion? 
So  far  otherwise,  is  there  not  a  perfect  harmony  and  coincidence  through- 
out, which,  considering  the  distance  of  time  and  the  difference  of  the  oc- 
casion, is  truly  remarkable,  and  this  extending  to  all  the  great  «nd  govern- 
ing questions  now  at  issue  ? 

**  I  am  not  among  those  who  believe  that  the  currency  was  in  a  sound 
condition  when  the  deposits  were  removed  in  1834.  I  then  believed, 
and  experience  has  proved  I  was  correct,  that  it  was  deeply  and  danger- 
ously diseased ;  and  that  the  most  efficient  measures  were  necessary  to 
prevent  the  catastrophe  which  has  since  fallen  on  the  circulation  of  the 
country.  There  was  then  not  more  than  one  dollar  in  specie,  on  an 
average,  in  the  banks,  including  the  United  States  Bank  lind  all,  for  six  of 
bank  notes  in  circulation,  and  not  more  than  one  in  eleven  compared  to 
liabilities  of  the  banks,  and  this  while  the  United  States  Bank  was  in 
fiill  and  active  operation,  which  proves  conclusively  that  its  charter  ought 
not  to  be  renewed,  if  renewed  at  all,  without  great  modifications." 


Extract  from  a  Speech  of  Mr,  Hubbard^  s  in  Senate  of  U.  S.,  on  the 
Rescinding  of  the  Treasury  Order  ^  llthJtUy^  1836. 

*^  It  has  been  said  that  the  pressure  is  not  as  great  as  is  represented.  I 
know  it  to  be  most  severe.  When  the  best  notes  in  our  cities  are  sold  at 
a  discount,  and  sold  so  as  to  yield  an  interest  of  two,  three,  and  even  four 
per  cent,  per  month,  let  no  one  say  that  the  pressure  is  mere  prettoce. 
It  is  an  awful  and  cruel  reality.'' 


MR.  Buchanan's  remarks  in  the  senate  of  the  u.  s.,  jult  3,  1836. 

(Extracts.) 

*  *  *  * 

Let  us  proceed  a  step  farther.  One  of  the  most  essential  powers  and 
duties  of  any  modem  government  is  that  of  regulating  the  paper  cur- 
rency within  its  jurisdiction.  This  is  emphatically  the  exercise  of 
sovereignity,  and  is,  in  its  nature,  a  high  political  power.  It  is  scarcely 
second  in  importance  to  the  power  of  coining  money ;  because  the  paper 
circulation  represents  the  current  coin.  This  power  is  now  exclusively 
possessed  by  the  State  Legislatures,  whether  rightfully  or  not  it  is  too 
late  to  inquire.  By  means  of  its  exercise  they  can  raise  or  they  can  ^k 
the  value  of  every  man's  property  in  the  community.  They  can  make 
the  man  who  was  poor  yesterday  rich  to-day.  They  can  elevate  or  de- 
press the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  the  wages  of  labour,  accord- 
ing to  their  pleasure.  By  cheating  a  redundant  currency  they  may  de- 
preciate the  value  of  money  to  such  a  degree  as  to  ruin  our  manufactures, 
depress  our  agriculture,  and  involve  our  people  in  rash  and  demoralising 
speculations. 
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What  uee  have  these  LegiBlaturaB  made  of  tkia  tunwemga power?  They 
have  tranaferred  it  to  a  thouaand  State  banks,  they  have  yielded  up 
all  control  over  it;  and  if  the  doctrine  now  contended  for  be  correct, 
these  banks  cannot  be  disturbed  in  the  ererdse  of  this  attribute  of 
sovereign  power  by  any  human  authority.  They  hold  it  under  the  sacred 
shield  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  now  deemed  a  mat- 
ter of  immense  importance  to  restrain  the  issue  of  small  notes  and  sub- 
stitute a  specie  circulation  in  their  stead.  But  the  banks  can  laugh  you 
to  scorn.  The  whole  power  of  Congress,  and  that  of  all  the  Legis- 
latures of  all  the  twenty-six  States  of  this  vast  Union  cannot  prohibit 
the  circulation  of  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  If  this 
be  the  case,  did  ever  so  great  an  absurdity  exist  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  under  the  government  of  any  people  ?  Congress  have,  by  some 
means  or  other,  lost  the  control  over  the  paper  currency  of  the  country. 
The  States  to  whom  it  belongs  have  granted  it  to  a  thousand  banking 
corporations ;  and,  although  the  peqple  of  the  States  may  change  and 
modify  their  fundamental  institutions  at  pleasure,  yet  this  banking  power 
remains  unhurt  amidst  the  general  wreck.  If  this  be  true  the  people  of 
the  United  States  are  completely  at  the  mercy  of  these  institutions.  The 
creature  will  give  laws  to  the  creator. 


Speech  of  Mr,  Benton  of  Missouri^  in  Senate  \of  the  United  States^ 
December  9, 1836,  on  the  resdsion  of  the  Treasury  Order. 

{Extracts.) 

*  *  *        Having  stated  the  number  of  the  banks  in 

the  United  States,  he  would  say  a  word  as  to  their  reputed  capitals  and 
circulation.  The  chartered  capital  was  computed  at  near  one  thousand 
millions  of  dollars;  the  paid-up  capital  was  stated  at  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  millious;  the  chartered  right  to  issue  paper-money  ex- 
ceeded one  thousand  milUons ;  and  the  actual  circulation  was  computed 
at  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions.  Now,  all  the  specie  in  the  country 
is  computed  at  seventy -five  millions,  and  all  in  the  banks  at  forty-five 
millions ;  so  that  the  reputed  paid-up  capital  is  four  times  greater  than 
all  the  specie  in  the  country,  and  seven  times  greater  than  all  the 
specie  the  banks  possess.  Mr.  B.  did  not  pretend  that  the  banks 
should  always  have  all  their  capital  in  their  hands,  but  he  did  insist 
ithat  it  must  be  in  the  country,  so  that  when  needed  it  could  be  had. 
The  reputed  paid-up  capital  is  not  in  the  country,  by  a  difference  of 
four  to  one :  so  that  the  fact  stands  revealed  that  a  great  proportion 
of  these  banks  are  banking  on  stock-notes,  and  on  each  other's  notes  ; 
and  the  stockholders  not  being  liable,  the  foundations  of  a  great  number 
of  these  banks  must  be  unsolid  and  delusive ;  entirely  unsafe  for  the 
community  to  rely  upon ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  cruel  thing  for  the 
Federal  Government,  by  increasing  their  credit,  to  extend  the  sphere 
of  their  circulation,  and  to  enlarge  the  vortex  of  their  mischief  when  the 
day  comes  to  which  all  unsolid  banks  are  daily  liable.  *"        * 

The  Expenses  of  the  Paper  System, — This  was  probably  greater  at 
present  than  the  expenses  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  whole 
a  tax  upon  the  productive  classes.  The  number  of  banks  was  about 
one  thousand;  each  bank  had  its  officers,  and  they  their  salaries ;  each 
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had  its  stoekholdera,  and  they  their  profits.  T^en  came  losses  for  broken 
banks,  counterfeits  and  depreciated  paper,  and  changes  in  the  valne  of 
property  from  expansions  and  contractions  of  the  currency. 


Remarks  ofMr»  Duncariy  ofOhio^  in  the  House  of  Represeniaiives^ 

December  18,  1831. 

*  ♦  *  Spcakikg  of  the  proceeding  of  the  bank  party  in 
1834,  he  says, — *•  Corruption  and  bribery  walked  naked,  shameless,  and 
fearless  in  the  highways.  *  *  The  newspaper-presses  were  bought 
in  the  public  market.  *  ♦  The  doubting  were  made  to  tremble,  and 
the  firm  to  fear.  Look,  sir,"  said  he,  "  at  their  newspaper-presses; 
how  far  have  they  fallen  from  the  holy  purposes  for  which  they  were 
originally  invented  and  established !  In  place  of  being  the  mediums 
through  which  virtue,  science,  and  general  intelligence  is  to  flow  to  the 
public  mind,  they  have  become  the  receptacles  of  all  that  is  abominable 
in  slander  and  vile  in  detraction.  Their  colunms  have  become  the 
filthy  sewers  and  polluted  sluices  through  which  there  is  no  slander  too 
base,  or  falsehood  too  malignant  and  poisonous,  to  pass,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  morals  and  the  peace  of  society. 

"  The  virtuous  and  the  patriotic  find  no  advocates  in  them.  The 
warrior  and  the  statesman,  whose  lives  have  been  worn  down  iu  the 
service  of  their  country's  highest  interests,  are  alike  the  subjects  of 
their  abuse  and  detraction.  And  look,  sir,  at  their  swarms  of  letter- 
writers,  who  annoy  you  at  every  step  and  every  corner,  who,  like  lank, 
lounging,  hungry  dogs,  lean  upon  the  gate-posts,  and  yelp  and  howl 
around  this  capitol,  and  feed  upon  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the  tables 
of  those  who  are  themselves  the  subjects  of  bank  corruption  and  Federal 
bribery." 

Opinion  of  Mr,  J,  Q.  Adams ^  late  President  of  the  United  States  upon 

Suspensions, 

"  The  violation  of  moral  principle  committed  by  a  bank  in  suspend- 
ing specie  payments  is,  in  my  estimation,  not  inferior  to  that  of 
fraudulent  bankruptcy  in  an  individual.  The  right  of  any  legislature 
to  authorise  such  a  suspension  is  questionable,  and  the  repeal  of  laws 
expressly  enacted  to  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  contracts,  at  the  very 
moment  when  they  have  been  broken,  is  a  mockery  of  all  moral  principle 
and  a  scandal  to  human  legislation." 


TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

March  3,  1837. 

Mr.  Galbraith,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the  subject  had 
l>een  referred,  made  the  following  report : — 

*  *  *  Tub  banking  system,  as  it  now  exists  in  this 
country,  is  a  machinery  of  no  ordinary  complexity  and  magnitude. 
Few  subjects  are  less  generally  understood  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  few, 
if  any,  in  the  scale  of  political  existence,  affect  more  closely  the  interests 
of  every  man  in  society. 


APPCKBix  viir.  461 

The  banking  business  in  America  is  perfonned  almost  entirely  by 
compatties  inoorporated  for  the  purpose  by  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
States.  These  banking  companies  are  not  merely  offices-  of  loan  and 
deposit;  they  are  also  offices  of  discount  and  banks  of  circulation,  or. 
manufacturers  of  paper-money  :  that  is,  they  are  not  merely  authorized 
to  loan  what  money  they  actually  have,  at  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and 
to  undertake  the  safe-keeping  of  money  for  a  reasonable  per  centage  for 
their  risk  and  trouble,  but  they  are  also  authorized  to  discount  notes 
of  those  who  wish  to  borrow,  and  manufacture  paper-money  to  the 
amount  of  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  of  money  they  really  possess. 
They  are  permitted,  in  fact,  to  supply  with  their  own  paper  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  the  country. 

*  *  *  Let  him  who  doubts  the  effects  of  the  system  trace 
the  wild  schemes  of  speculation  and  extravagance  which  prevailed  for 
the  few  years  previous,  immediately  on  the  heels  of  the  litters  of  banks 
chartered  by  the  middle  States,  from  1814  till  1811,  the  charter  of 
the  United  States  Bank  in  1816,  and  the  extension  of  the  same  mania 
for  bank  facilities  that  extended  shortly  afterwards  to  the  west — let  him 
look  at  the  scenes  of  distress,  failures,  bankruptcies,  which  followed  in 
1819  and  1820; — ^the  stop-laws,  stay-laws,  replevin-laws,  and  a  host  of 
legislative  expedients  to  which  the  legislatures  were  driven  to  save  the 
people  irom  absolute  and  immediate  ruin,  while  bank  directors  and 
stockholders  were  rioting  in  luxury  and  rolling  in  wealth,  and  the  labour- 
ing classes  driven  to  poor-houses,  or  sentenced  to  penitentiaries ;  the 
similar  scenes  that  were  acted  over  again  in  1826,  and  again  in  1833-34, 
when  the  United  States  Bank  sought  to  obtain  a  continuance  of  its  lordly 
power  through  the  ruin  of  the  people,  and  curtailed  its  discounts  at  the 
rate  of  2,000,000  dollars  per  month  for  that  purpose ;  then  say  if  the 
representation  is  much  overdrawn. 


Extracted  from  a  'Report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  State  ofMaasachu- 

setts ^  in  January ^  1830,  as  follows  : — 

"Tub  Sutton  bank  was  incorporated  the  11th  March,  1828.  The 
act  of  incorporation  provides  '  that  the  capital  stock  of  said  corpo- 
ration shall  consist  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold  and  silver, 
to  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  which  shall 
be  paid  in  the  manner  following,  viz. :  one-half  part  thereof  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  October  [then]  next,  and  the  remaining  part 
thereof  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine.'  And  it  further  pro- 
vides that  no  moneys  shall  be  loaned,  or  discounts  made,  nor  shall  any 
bills  or  promissory  notes  be  made  or  issued  from  the  said  bank,  until  the 
capital  subscribed  and  actually  paid  in,  and  existing  in  gold  and  silver  in 
said  vaults,  shall  amount  to  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  nor  until  the  said 
capital  stock,  actually  in  said  vaults,  shall  have  been  inspected  and  ex- 
amined by  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  for 
that  purpose,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation, 
to  examine  the  money  actually  existing  in  said  vaults ;  and  to  ascertain. 
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hf  tbe  oathfl  of  the  directors  of  the  said  bank,  or  a  aiagority  of  them, 
that'the  said  capital  stock  hath  been  bonik  fide  paid  in  by  Uie  stockholden 
of  said  bank,  and  towards  the  payment  of  their  veipectiYe  shares,  sod 
not  intended  for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  it  is  intended  there  to  re- 
main aa  part  of  said  capital 

*^  On  the  26th  day  of  September,  1 828,  the  governor,  in  compliancewith 
an  application  for  that  purpose  made  by  a  committee  of  the  sabscribers  for 
stock  in  said  Sutton  bank,  appointed  commissioners  to  examine  the  moa^g 
actually  existing  in  the  vaults  of  said  bank,  as  is  provided  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  their  act  of  incorporation.  On  the  27th  day  of  September,  1828, 
the  Sutton  bank  borrowed,  on  a  deposit  of  fifty-one  thousand  ddlan  in 
bills  of  the  City  bank,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  for  one 
day  only  ;  this  same  specie  was  examined  by  the  commissioners,  and  the 
following  certificates  made  out,  viz. : — 

**  *  We  the  subscribers,  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  have 
this  day  been  shown,  and  have  examined,  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie 
in  the  vaults  of  the  Sutton  bank,  whigh  was  paid  in  by  the  stockholders 
at  their  first  instalment,  agreeably  to  their  act  of  incoporation  passed  the 
11th  day  of  March,  1828. 

*  Jonathan  Lkland. 
'  Amasa  Roberts* 

*  Samubl  Wood. 

*  September  27, 1828.' 

^  Boston,  September  27, 1828. 

*  Then  personally  appeared  Hezekiah  Howe,  Jonas  L.  Sibby,  Joshua 
W.  Leiand,  and  Thomas  Harbach,  being  a  majority  of  directors  of  Sutton 
bank,  and  made  oath  that  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  by  them  shown 
in  their  vaults,  was  the  first  instalment  paid  by  the  stockholders  of  their 
bank  towards  the  payment  of  their  respective  shares,  and  not  for  any 
other  purpose,  and  that  it  is  intended  therein  to  remain  a  part  of  said  capital. 

'  Before  me, 

*  Eliphalet  Williams,  J.  P.* 

**  The  bills  and  specie  were  then  re*exchanged,  this  whole  business 
accomplished  within  an  hour,  and  all  of  it  done  within]  the  walls  of  the 
City  bank,  in  the  city  of  Boston."_J 

United  Stales  Gazette^  March  II thy  1838. 

Commercial  Bank  of  Boston. — A  gentleman,  arrived  in  this  city 
yesterday  morning  firom  Boston,  reported  that  the  president  and  cashier 
of  the  Commercial  Bank,  Boston,  had  been  notified  to  appear  before  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  its  affairs,  when  it  was  as- 
certained both  of  those  gentlemen  had  absconded. 

The  examination  into  the  affairs  and  property  of  the  bank  took  place, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  president  and  cashier  had  put  into  circulation 
120,000  dollars  in  post>-notes  more  than  the  directors  had  any  knowledge 
of,  and  40,000  dollars  of  their  old  bank-notes,  which  the  directors  had 
ordered  to  be  burnt. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  above  is  one  of  the  suspended  banks. 
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LETTER  FROM  NICHOLAS  BIDDLE,  BSQ.»  TO  THE  HON.  JOHN  QUINCT  A.DAMS. 

My  dear  Sir, —  Philadelphia^  Dec.  10,  1838. 

*  *  *  Accordingly,  the  manner  in  which  the  United  States  have 
settled  their  immense  commercial  deht  to  Europe  is  a  lasting  monument,  of 
their  integrity.  No  country  could  have  better  performed  its  duty.  £ven  in 
the  calmest  moments  of  prosperity  such  a  settlement  could  scarcely  be 
imagined  as  was  accomphshed  amidst  the  general  wreck  and  confusion 
of  all  its  great  interests  with  which  the  country  was  afflicted.  The  con- 
sequence is,  that  the  general  credit  of  the  country  never  stood  higher  than 
at  this  moment :  for  it  has  now  earned  a  distinction  entirely  exclusive 
and  characteristic — that,  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  is 
the  only  government  on  earth  that  has  ever  paid  to  the  last  cent  its  national 
debt,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  discharged  their  private  en- 
gagements with  an  unexampled  fidehty ; — a  .civil  glory  this,  worth  a 
diousand  victories. 

In  the  midst  of  these  troubles  the  character  of  our  institutions  was 
threatened  by  a  combination  of  politicians  in  Pennsylvania,  who  en- 
deavoured to  establish,  as  the  basis  of  American  legislation,  that  a  char- 
ter or  other  engagement  made  by  any  State  legislature  was  liable  to  be 
annulled  by  any  subsequent  legislature — ^and  still  more  effectually  by  any 
political  meeting  called  a  convention,  which  is  only  another  form  of  extra- 
ordinary legislation ;  and  an  attempt  was  announced  to  carry  that  dogma 
into  effect  at  a  convention  then  approaching.  The  assertion  of  such  a  right 
by  the  State  government  to  annul  all  its  engagements  to  foreigners,  put 
forth  at  a  moment  when  the  country  was  labouring  under  a  temporary 
inability  to  pay  its  debts,  was  calculated  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  our  American  institutions ;  and  I  therefore  said  to  you  in 
my  letter,  *^  This  must  not  be.  It  must  be  decided  whether  this  Penn- 
sylvania of  ours  is  a  virtuous  community  or  a  mere  society  of  plunder- 
ers— nor  will  the  honour  of  the  state  be  relieved  either  at  home  or  abroad 
irom  the  stain  which  a  few  small  politicians  wish  to  fix  upon  her,  until 
the  convention  adopts  some  solemn  declaration  that  there  is  no  power 
in  this  nation  capable  of  violating  the  sacred  engagements  of  the  State 
authorities.  That  should  be  done,  and,  if  any  efforts  of  mine  may  avail, 
that  shall  be  done,  for  the  honour  of  this  State,  for  the  character  of  her 
sister  States,  and  for  the  stability  of  our  popular  institutions." 

There  can  scarcely  be  any  form  of  security  more  safe  than  the  pecu- 
niary engagements  of  the  States.  They  have  a  most  luxuriant  soil, 
valuable  products,  infinite  natural  advantages,'  untiring  industry  in  de- 
veloping them.  They  have  everything  but  money,  and  for  that  they  are 
able  to  pay,  and  willing  to  pay,  much  more  than  the  less  productive  in- 
dustry of  Europe  can  afford  to  pay.  Their  loans  too,  instead  of  being 
wasted  in  wars  or  extravagance,  go  to  the  direct  improvement  of  the 
borrowing  States ;  so  that  there  can  be  no  better  application  of  the 
means  of  any  European  capitalist  than  to  double  his  income  by  Ameri- 
can investments.  Yet  all  these  require  knowledge — local  information — 
the  means  of  exciting  confidence ; — and  it  was  thought  most  expedient 
to  establish  an  American  agency  in  London,  as  the  common  centre  and 
the  general  support  of  all  American  securities,— where,  in  addition  to  the 
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appropriate  businesB  of  ^be  Bank  itselfy  all  the  public  4md  cer^omt 
stocks  of  the  States  might  find  shelter  and  protection. 

And  now,  upon  reviewing  the  events  which  followed  the  suspension, 
it  is  a  source  at  great  gratification  to  see  that  all  that  it  was  designed  to 
do  has  been  done. 

It  was  proposed  to  protect  the  character  of  the  country  from  tlie  first 
shock  of  the  suspension — ^to  effect  the  honourable  discharge  of  our  foreign 
debt  with  the  least  sacrifice  of  the  property  of  the  debtors-— to  vindicate 
the  good  faith  of  the  State  legislatures — ^to  discourage  all  premature  at- 
tempts to  resume — but,  by  a  cautious  delay  for  those  States  whicii  were 
less  prepared »  accomplish  a  universal  resumption.  All  these  are  done, 
and  the  troubles  of  the  country  have  happily  ceased. 

Of  the  future  it  is  difficult  to  speak ;  but  in  that  future  Uie  Batik  of 
the  United  States  will  no  longer  occupy  its  ptist  position.  The  Bank  of 
tl^  United  States  had  ceased  to  be  a  national  instttation  in  1BS6,  and 
was  preparing  to  occupy  its  new  place  as  a  State  bank,  when  the 
troubles  of  1831  forced  it  in  some  degree  back  into  its  old  position ;  and 
it  then  devoted  all  its  power  to  sssist  in  carrying  the  country  unhurt 
through  its  recent  troubles.  Having  done  this,  its  extraordinary  duties 
ceased.  For  the  future,  it  abdicates  this  involuntary  power,  it  has  no 
longer  any  responsibility  to  the  Union.  It  has  no  kuger  any  contro- 
versies with  the  government  of  the  Union.  It  now  desires  only  repose, 
and  it  will  take  its  rank  hereafter  as  a  simple  State  institution,  devoted 
exclusively  to  its  own  special  concerns. 

I  rejoice,  too,  that  this  new  position  of  the  Bank  absolves  me  from 
many  cares  and  duties.  In  the  general  confusion  of  public  affairs  during 
the  last  two  years  it  has  been  my  lot  to  be  more  prominent  than  my  own 
inclination  prompted,  and  often  to  assume  a  station  which  would  have 
better  fitted  others.  But  public  calamities  justify  the  apparent  forward* 
ness  they  require, — as  great  dangers  are  best  met  by  defying  them.  My 
task  is  now  ended  ;  and  I  gladly  withdraw  from  these  responsibilities, 
carrying  with  me  the  oidy  satisfaction  I  ever  sought  in  them — ^the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  my  duty  to  the  country  as  a  good  citizen. 

With  great  regard,  yours,  &c. 

N.   BiDDLS. 


INTERESTING  LAW  CASE,  REPORTEO  FOR  THE  INQUIRER  AMD  COURISl. 

In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Philadelphia  County, 

William  Dougherty,  as  well  to  his  own  use  as  to  the  use  of  the  Guardinns 
for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
the  District  of  Southwark,  and  the  Townships  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
and  PcnnJ  versus  the  Bank  of  Penn  Township,  in  the  Couuty  of 
Philadelphia. 

This  was  a  certiorari  to  Alderman  Cannon,  of  the  county.ir 
From  the  alderman's  transeript,  as  certified  by  him  to  the  court,  it 
appeared  that  the  action  was  instituted  to  recover  '^  5  dollars  penalty  im- 
posed by  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  the  12th  of  April,  1826  (lat-  and 
2Hd  sections),  ooncemiog  small  notes  for  the  payment  of  sfton^y/'   As  it 
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^q^ared  by  Ihe  itdoid,  it  was  alleged  thai  the  p^l^  was  incurred  by 
the  defendants  *'  paaaing  and  paying  to  the  |jaiiitiff  as  a  circulating 
medium  ten  certificates  of  loans,  of  the  following  corporations,  to  wit : — 
One  purporting  to  be  due  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  to  bearer,  i  dollar  ;  two  do.  of  the  denomination  of 
50  cents  each ;  two  do.  25  cents  each ;  one  certificate  of  county  loan  for 
1  dollar  ;  one  do.  for  25  cents ;  two  certificates  of  the  Spring  Ghirden 
loan  for  50  cents  each,  and  one  certificate  of  the  corporation  of  Kensing- 
ton loan  for  25  c^ts." 

The  opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered  by  Judge  Randall  on  Monday 
last.  He  decided  that,  under  the  Ist  and  2d  sections  of  the  above-men- 
tioned  act  of  Assembly,  only  (to  quote  the  language  of  the  law)  *^  the 
person  cm:  persons  or  body  corporate''  who,  ^'  with  the  intention  to  create 
or  put  in  circulation,  or  continue  in  circulation,  a  paper  circulating  me- 
dium, issue,  circulate,  or  directly  or  indirectly  cause  to  be  issued  or  cir- 
culated, any  note,  bill,  check,  ticket,  or  paper,  purporting  or  evidencing, 
or  intending  to  purport  or  evidence,  that  any  sum  less  than  five  dollars  will 
be  paid  to  the  order  of  any  person,  or  to  any  person  receiving  or  holding 
such  note,  bill,  check,  ticket,  or  paper,  or  to  the  bearer  of  the 
same,"  become  liable  to  the  penalty  of  5  dollars  imposed  by  the  said 
act  of  AssemUy,  and  no  others ;  and  that  the  individual  or  corporation 
who  pays  away  small  bills,  not  of  his  or  their  own  creation,  is  and  are  in 
no  way  liable  to  the  penalty.  The  judgment  of  the  alderman  was  accord- 
ingly reversed. 


SOUTHWARK. 

In  ofdet  to  supply  the  great  puWc  demand  for  certificates  of  6^  cents 
of  the  Southwark  loan,  authorized  on  the  12th  June,  the  undersigned 
hereby  gives  notice  that  he  has  appointed  Richard  Palmer  to  assist  the 
secretary,  John  Oakford,  in  s^ning  those  notes. 

Thos.  D,  Grover, 
jy  7— dSt.  President  of  the  Corporation  of  Southwark. 


CONGRBSSIONAL.-— POSTPONEMENT  OF  DEPOSIT. 

Extracts  from  the  ^eeck  of  Mr.  Hamer,  of  Ohio^  in  the  House  of 
Representatives^  September  25,  1837;  on  the  hill  to  postpone  the 
deposit  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  public  money  with  the  States  ^ 
under  the  act  of  June  23,  1836. 

It  is  but  a  short  time  since  our  treasury  was  full  and  overflowing. 
Complaints  were  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the  country  that  we  had  so 
much  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  Union  that  no  one  knew  what  to  do 
with  it.  The  baneful  influence  of  such  vast  sums  of  money  upon  our 
l^slation,  leading  to  profusion  and  extravagance  in  the  public  expendi- 
tures, was  deprecated  by  all.  Schemes  without  number  were  devised  to 
get  rid  of  it  in  some  manner  that  would  benefit  the  country.  Now,  sir, 
on  being  assembled  here  by  proclamation  of  the  chief  magistrate,  we  are 
told  that,  not  only  are  the  people  of  the  country  in  a  state  of  great  pecuniary 
embarrassment,  but  that  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  is  in  a  state 
of  bankruptcy  ! 

2h 
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The  object  of  all  banks  is  to  make  money.  Tbey  lomied  €o  every  mtn 
who  could  get  an  endorser.  The  me]N$ha«tB  «ad  «pecutetors  extended 
their  business,  and  thousands  turned  merchants  and  speoulaloiB  who  had 
formerly  been  engaged  in  other  pursuits.  Immense  fortunes  WMe  >esl- 
ised  by  many.  The  government  lands  were  purchased  at  one  dollar 
«nd  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  and  were  transferred  from  hand  to  hafid 
at  five,  ten,  fifty,  a  hundred,  and  sometimes  a  thousand  dollars  an  acre. 
The  country  was  filled  with  forogn  merehwidise.  Bveary  city,  town, 
village,  and  hamlet,  was  crowded  with  stores,  and  <we  could  not  pass  a 
point  where  two  roads  crossed  without  seeing  the  produdaons  of  Euro- 
pean workshops  and  manufactories  dispilayed  in  a  ^*  new  store."  Our 
krge  importing  merchants  accumulated  wealth  widi  a  Tapi(£ty  almost 
unknown  in  ccHsimercial  history,  and,  if  they  did  not  beocmie  princes, 
they  at  least  dwelt  in  palaces,  and  rolled  in  luxury. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  public  money  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  was 
loaned  to  individuals,  to  aid  in  these  large  operations.  It  was  returned 
and^loaned  again  ;  each  successive  payment  for -public  lttn<ki,  or  duties 
on  goods,  being  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  government.  The  amounts 
paid  in  far  exceeded  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  and  thus  a  surfdue  accu- 
mulated, whidi  was  really  large,  but  apparently  noach  larger  ^an  it 
actually  was.  True,  the  amount  purported  toi»e  in  the  banks  to  the 
credit  of  the  department ;  but  it  was  not  tbare.  And  we  then  he«d  a 
universal  cry  from  the  o|iposition  throughout  the  country,  t^t  tiiis  go- 
vernment had  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  the  public  mon^  looked  up  in 
the  banks,  and  would  not  allow  it  to  circulate ;  and  that  was  then  said  to  be 
the  cause  why  money  was  scarce,  and  the  times  hard !  There  was  not  one 
word  of  truth  in  this  complaint.  Almost  every  dollar  of  the  public 
money  was  then  in  circulation.  The  bai^  were  usii^  it  for  their  own 
profit,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  holding  themselves 
bound  to  pay  it  whenever^called  on  by  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  deposit  law  of  June,  1836,  wae  passed. 
The  objects  of  that  law  were,  to  remove  the  surplus  from  the  banks,  and 
place  it  in  deposit  with  the  States,  where  it  would  be  safer  than  in  the 
banks,  and  where  the  States  could  have  an  opportunity  of  using  it,  until 
the  federal  government  should  stand  in  need  of  it  for  federal  purposes. 
Safety  for  the  fund  itself,  and  a  tranafer  of  profits  isxan  the  banks  to  the 
States,  were  the  only  avowed  objects,  at  that  time,  in  the  passage  of  the 
law.  I  dare  say  it  was  anticipated  by  some  that  the  money  would  never 
be  called  for — that  it  would,  in  efiect,  be  a  distribution ;  but  every  man 
who  was  then  here  knows  that,  if  it  had  been  put  iipon  that  ground,  the 
law  could  never  have  been  passed.  A  large  majority  of  this  house  would 
have  voted  it  down,  it  was  then  treated  as  a  deposit-law  exclusively ; 
and  we  were  told  that  the  States  were  highminded  and  patriotic  ;  that 
whenever  the  necessities  of  the  general  government  required  this  money, 
it  would  be  promptly  and  cheerfully  refunded.  Now,  sir,  we  hear  a 
different  doctrine  proclaimed.  Now  gentlemen  talk  of  a  contract,  of  a 
vested  right  to  this  money  on  the  part  of  the  States;  of  the  pledge  given 
by  this  government,  which  must  be  redeemed ;  and  a  willingness 
is  openly  avowed  by  some  to  borrow  money  to  deposit  with  the 
States  !  In  what  part  of  the  federal  constitution  is  this  power  to  be 
found  ?  Nowhere.  But,  if  we  had  the  power,  ought  we  to  exereise  it  ? 
Shall  we  borrow  money,  create  a  national  debt,  to  be  disdiarged  by 
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tuMs^  levied  diieetly  or  indiieetly  upon  the  people,  to  enable  tbe  Stated 
to  carry  on  w<»k8  of  mtemal  improvement ;  to  maintain  schools ;  or  to 
open  loan-offioesy  and  lend  out  public  funds  to  theur  citizens  ?  Sir,  we 
understand  all  this.  It  is  the  doctrine  against  which  we  have  heea 
warring  for  years.  The  old  banner  ""of  **  national  republicanism^'  is 
again  unfurled.  It  is  the  flag  of  the  American  system.  We  have  the 
doctrine  of  a  high  pr<^ecting  tarifi^  and  internal  improvements,  again 
pveaented  in  a  new  form.  What  cannot  be  done  diiectly  is  to  be  done 
indirectly.  The  object  of  the  celebrated  ^*  land-bill"  is  to  be  accom- 
plished in  this  way.  The  money  is  to  be  divided  among  the  States,  and 
appropriated  to  schools,  intemsJ  improvements,  &c. ;  and,  instead  of 
being  repaid  by  the  States,  is  to  be  replaced  by  new  taxes  upon  the 
people  !  The  position  assumed  cannot  be  misunderstood  ;  and,  that 
being  the  issue,  I  tru^  every  man  will  know  where  to  place  himself. 
Each  man  will  rally  to  his  appropriate  standard.  Let  the  planting  and 
agricultural  States  look  to  it.  For  one,  sir,  I  know  my  course,  and 
shall  not  hesitate  to  take  it.  I  go  for  a  cheap  and  simple  government ; 
one  that  will  protect  men  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights ;  leaving  each 
individual  firee  to  pursue  his  ovm  occupation  in  his  own  way ;  and  shall 
oppose  all  high  tarifiiB,  systems  of  distribution,  unjust  and  unequal  bur- 
dens, and  schemes  of  national  aggrandizement,  which  are  to  jeopardise 
the  public  happiness  and  public  liberty. 

What  are  the  facts  ?  There  are  some  twelve  millions  of  public  money 
in  the  State  banks,  deposited  for  safe  keeping,  which  those  banks  are 
bound  by  contract  to  pay  over  to  the  government  on  demand.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  there  are  due  from  the  importing  merchants  about  four  or 
five  milHons  for  duties  on  imported  goods,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid 
into  the  treasury  by  the  1st  day  of  October.  The  banks,  in  the  first 
place,  shot  their  doors,  and  refused  to  pay  a  dollar  in  specie  when  de- 
manded for  the  use  of  the  government,  and  to  enable  it  to  pay  its  debts. 
In  the  second  place,  the  merchants  petition  for  a  longer  time  to  pay  what 
they  owe,  alleging  that  they  cannot  procure  money  even  to  pay  their 
postage,  much  less  the  debts  they  owe  government. 


Extracts  from  a  Letter  from  the  Hon,  G,  M.  Dallas  to  the  Democratic 
Corresponding  Committee  of  Smithfieldy  Pennsylvania,  on  the  fraudu- 
lently obtained  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

Philadelphia^  JiUy  7,  1836. 

What  then,  you  will  say,  is  to  be  done  ?  Is  the  '*  calamity"  to  be 
patiently  endured  during  the  allotted  term  of  thirty  years  ?  Are  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  conscious  of  a  heavy  wrong,  so  shackled  as  to  be 
unable  to  throw  it  off  ?  No,  gentlemen,  not  so.  I  have  adverted  to  a 
£bw  of  the  projects  afloat,  to  show  you  what  I  conceive  to  be  their  pecu- 
liar weakness  :  but  there  is  one  behind,  one  at  this  time  providentially  in 
reach  of  your  ballots,  liable  to  no  reproach  or  embarrassment,  a  frank, 
generous,  and  lofty  proceeding,  whose  real  dignity  and  impressiveneBs  are 
comfnensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  occasion. 

Several  months  before  the  plan  to  rekindle  the  spent  volcano  was 
started,  our  citizens  had  proclaimed  their  determination  to  resume  the 
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delegated  powers  of  goveroxnent,  to  reconstruct  tke  soeial  and  political 
edifice,  and,  as  it  were,  to  begin  afresh  with  all  the  lights  and  all  the  im- 
provements of  experience.  Of  this  the  whole  world  had*  ample  notice. 
The  legislative  act  to  provide  for  calling  a  convention  bore  date  the  14th 
of  April,  1835,  and  was  immediately  promulgated.  The  seal  of  popular 
decision  was  definitely  affixed  to  the  movement  by  the  elective  franchise 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1835.  From  that  period,  they  who 
accepted,  upon  any  terms,  a  grant  of  any  portion  of  the  powers  of  the 
people,  social  or  political,  and  especially  a  grant  of  such  enormous  and 
prolonged  powers  as  are  transferred  in  the  charter — powers,  the  loss  of 
which  enfeebles  the  people,  and  the  use  of  which  makes  the  corporation 
their  competitor  in  sovereignty — accepted  them  in  fraud  of  the  contem* 
plated  convention,  or  subject  to  the  reclamation  of  that  body.  The  prin- 
ciple is  one  of  acknowledged  and  universal  justice.  It  is  of  daily  appli- 
cation in  determining  controversies  between  individuals,  and  only  acquires 
greater  weight  as  it  enters  a  higher  sphere.  The  design  to  elBect  vast 
and  vital  changes  by  the  convention  was  avowed  and  notorious ;  perfaa[» 
none  floated  more  conspicuously  upon  the  surge  of  public  sentiment  and 
sanction  than  a  restriction,  if  not  a  total  denial,  of  the  legislative  compe- 
tency to  create  monopolies ;  and  yet,  between  the  first  great  step  to 
attain  this  object  and  its  achievement,  a  phalanx  rush  into  the  capitol,  in 
advance  of  the  convention,  snatch  up  a  mass  of  privileges  far  surpassing 
all  the  pre-existing  ones  combined,  and  hope,  by  this  stolen  march,  to 
defeat  a  primary  and  known  purpose  of  the  people  !  It  may  not,  must 
not  be.  No  law,  human  or  divine,  no  maxim  of  expediency  or  right, 
forbids  us  to  reclaim  the  plunder. 

A  convention  is  the  provided  machinery  of  peaceful  revolution.  It  is 
the  civilized  substitute  for  intestine  war;  the  American  mode  of  carrying 
out  the  will  of  the  majority  ;  the  unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to 
alter,  reform,  or  abolish  their  government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
think  proper.  When  ours  shall  assemble,  it  will  possess,  within  the 
territory  of  Pennsylvania,  every  attribute  of  absolute  sovereignty,  except 
such  as  may  have  been  yielded  and  are  embodied  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  Stales.  What  may  it  not  do  ?  It  may  reorganize  our  entire 
system  of  social  existence,  terminating  and  proscribing  what  is  deemed 
injurious,  and  establishing  what  is  preferred.  It  might  restore  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  among  us ;  it  might  make  our  penal  code  as  bloody  as 
that  of  Draco ;  it  might  withdraw  the  charters  of  the  cities ;  it  might 
supersede  a  standing  judiciary  by  a  scheme  of  occasional  arbitration  and 
umpirage  ;  it  might  prohibit  particular  professions  or  trades  ;  it  might 
permanently  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and 
take  from  us  (as  our  late  general  assembly  made  aa  entering  wedge  to  do) 
the  trial  by  jury.  *  ♦  *  *  It  will  attest  the  convictions  of 
a  staid  community,  that  the  charter  is  a  fraud  upon  their  rights,  was 
sought  for  and  yielded  against  their  known  will,  and  cannott  without  a 
degrading  surrender  of  unalienable  and  indefeasible  power,  be  per- 
mitted to  endure. 


Extracts  from  Andrew  Jackson^s  Message  of  December  ^th,  1936. 

The  receipts  into  the  treas<ury,  during  the  present  year,  will  amount 
to  about  41,691,898  duliars.  . 
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The  eipenditare  (&r  all  olajects  daring  the  year  is  estimated  not  to 
estoeed  32,000,000  dollars,  which  will  leave  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
fbr  public  purposes,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  of  about  41,733,959 
dollars.  This  sum,  with  the  exception  of  five  millions,  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  several  Stat^s^  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
regukting  the  deposits  of  the  public  money. 

The  consequences  apprehended  when  the  deposit- act  of  the  last 
sessions  received  a  reluctant  approval  have  been  measurably  realized. 
Though  an  act  merely  for  the  deposit  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  treasuries  for  safe-keeping,  until  they  may  be 
wanted  for  the  service  of  the  general  government,  it  has  been  exten*- 
sively  spoken  of  as  an  act  to  give  the  money  to  the  several  States,  and 
they  have  been  advised  to  use  it  as  a  gift,  without  regard  to  the  means  of 
refunding  it  when  called  for.  Such  a  suggestion  has  doubtless  been 
made  without  a  due  consideration  of  the  obligation  of  the  deposit-act, 
and  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  various  principles  and  interests 
which  are  affected  by  it.  It  is  manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanc- 
tion such  a  su^estion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the  States  have  no  more 
authority  to  use  these  deposits,  without  intending  to  return  diem, 
than  any  deposit-bank,  or  any  individual  temporarily  charged  with  the 
safe-keqiing  or  application  of  the  public  money,  would  now  have  for 
converting  the  same  to  their  private  use,  without  the  consent  and  against 
the  will  of  the  government.  But,  independently  of  the  violations  of 
public  faith  and  moral  obligation  which  are  involved  in  this  suggestion, 
when  examined  in  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  present  deposit-act,  it 
is  believed  that  the  consideration  which  should  govern  the  future  legis- 
lation of  Congress  on  this  subject  will  be.equally  conclusive  against  the 
ad(^tion  of  any  measure  recognising  the  principles  on  which  the  sugges- 
tion has  been  made. 

*****  The  shortest  reflection  must  satisfy  every 
one  that  to  require  the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  government  merely 
that  they  may  be  paid  back  again  is  sporting  with  the  substantial  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  no  system  which  produces  such  a  result  can 
be  expected  to  receive  the  public  countenance. 

♦  •  *  *  *  *  And  the  practical  effect  of  such  an  attempt 
must  ever  be  to  burden  the  people  with  taxes,  not  for  purposes  beneficial 
to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  deposit-banks,  and  support  a  band  of 
useless  public  officers. 

*  *  *  *  *  To  make  the  general  government  the  in- 
strument of  carrying  this  odious  principle  into  effect  would  be  at  once  to 
destroy  the  means  of  its  usefulness,  and  change  the  character  designed 
for  it  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution. 

But  the  more  extended  and  injurious  consequences  likely  to  result  from 
a  policy  which  would  collect  a  surplus  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing it  may  be  forcibly  illustrated  by  an  examination  of  the  effects 
already  produced  by  the  present  deposit-act. 

*  *  *  *  The  government  had,  without  necessity, 
received  from  the  people  a  large  surplus,  which,  instead  of  being  em- 
ployed as  heretofore,  and  returned  to  them  by  means  of  the  public 
expenditure,  was  deposited  with  sundry  banks.  The  banks  proceeded  to 
make  loans  upon  this  surplus,  and  thus  converted  it  into  banking  capital ; 
and  in  this  manner  it  has  tended  to  multiply  bank  charters,  and  has  had 
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a  great  agency  in  prndueing  a  spirrr  of  wHd  epeeiilatioB.  The  poncB- 
sion  and  use  of  the  property  out  of  whieh  this  gurplus  was  ereated,  be- 
longed to  the  people :  but  the  govemiBent  lias  transferred  its  possession 
to  incorporated  iMinks,  whose  interest  and  efforts  it  is  to  make  large 
profits  out  of  its  use.  This  process  need  only  to  be  stated  to  show  its 
injustice  and  bad  policy. 

*****  Congress  is  only  authorized  to  levy  taxes, 
"  to  pay  the  debts,  and  proyide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  There  is.  no  such  provision  as  would 
authorize  Congress  to  collect  together  the  property  of  the  country  under 
the  name  of  revenue)  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  it  equally  or  unequally 
among  the  States  or  people.  Indeed,  it  is  not  probable  that  such  an 
idea  ever  occurred  to  the  States  when  they  adopted  the  constitution. 

*  ♦  *  *  *  If  the  necessity  of  levying  the  taxes  be 
taken  from  those  who  make  the  appropriations,  and  thrown  upon  a  more 
distant  and  less  responsible  set  of  public  agents,  who  have  power  to  ap- 
proach the  people  by  an  indirect  and  stealthy  taxation,  there  is  reason 
to  fear  that  prodigality  will  soon  supersede  those  characteristics  which 
have  thus  far  made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  and  confidence  to  the 
State  governments  as  the  mainstay  of  our  union  and  liberties.  The  State 
legislatures,  instead  of  studying  to  restrict  their  State  expenditures  to  the 
smallest  possible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for  their  profusion,  and  harass 
the  general  government  for  increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would 
soon  be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body  of  men  far  re* 
moved  from  the  people,  in  which  the  farming  and  mechanic  interests 
would  scarcely  be  represented.  The  States  would  gradually  lose  their 
purity  as  well  as  their  independence :  they  would  not  dare  to  murmur  at 
the  proceedings  of  the  general  government,  lest  they  should  lose  their 
supplies :  all  would  be  merged  in  practical  consolidation,  cemented  by 
wide-spread  corruption,  which  would  only  be  eradicated  by  on^  of  those 
bloody  revolutions  which  occasionally  overthrows  the  despotic  systems  of 
ihe  old  world. 

The  President  thinks  there  ought  to  be  no  surplus,  and  then  "  there 
would  be  some  guarantee  that  the  spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which  seeks 
to  convert  the  surplus  revenue  into  banking  capital,  would  be  effectually 
checked ;  and  that  the  scenes  of  demoralization,  which  are  now  so  pre- 
valent through  the  land,  would  disappear." 

Speaking  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  says  :— 

"  The  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bank,  and  the  great  amount 
of  capital  vested  in  it  by  the  United  States,  require  your  car^l  attention. 
Its  charter  expired  on  the  third  day  of  March  last,  and  it  has  now  no 
power  but  that  given  in  the  twenty- first  section  "  to  use  the  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settle- 
ment and  liquidation  of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and 
for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estates,  real,  personal,  and  mixed, 
but  not  for  any  other  purpose  or  any  other  manner  whatever,  nor  for  a 
pei'iod  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  incor- 
poration. "  Before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  fVom  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, excluding  only  the  United  States.  Instead  of  proceeding  to 
wind  up  their  concern^,  and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount 
due  on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,  the  president  and  directors  of 
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the  M  bank  appear  to  have  transferred  the  books,  papers,  notes^  obliga- 
ttonsy  and  most  or  all  of  its  property,  to  this  new  corporation,  which 
entered  upon  business  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  concern.  Amongst 
other  acts  of  questionable  validity,  the  notes  of  the  expired  corporation 
are  known  to  have  been  used  as  its  own,  and  again  put  in  circulation. 
That  the  old  bank  had  no  right  to  issue  or  re-issue  its  notes  after  the 
expiration  of  its  charter  cannot  be  denied ;  and  that  it  could  not  confer 
any  such  right  on  its  substitute,  any  more  than  exercise  it  itself,  is 
equally  plain.  In  law  and  in  honesty,  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  circula- 
tion at  the  expiration  of  its  charter  should  have  been  called  in  by  pub- 
lic advertisement,  paid  up  as  presented,  and,  together  with  those  on  hand, 
cancelled  and.  destroyed.  The  re-issue  is  sanctioned  by  no  law,  and 
warranted  by  no  necessity.  If  the  United  States  be  responsible  in  their 
stock  for  the  payment  of  these  notes,  their  re-issue  by  the  new  corpora- 
tion for  their  own  profit  is  a  fraud  on  the  government  If  the  Lmited 
States  are  not  respcMisible,  then  there  is  no  legal  responsibility  in  any 
qaarter,Cand  it  is  a  fraud  on  the  country." 

*****  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  persons, 
who,  as  managers  of  the  old  banks,  undertook  to  control  the  govern- 
ment, retained  the  public  dividends,  shut  their  doors  upon  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  filled  the  country  with  panic  to  ac- 
complish their  own  sinister  objects,  may  now,  as  managers  of  a  new 
bank,  continue  with  impunity  to  flood  the  country  with  a  spurious  cur- 
rency, use  the  seven  millions  of  government  stock  for  their  own  profit, 
and  refuse  to  the  United  States  all  information  as  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  their  own  property,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering  it  into  their 
own  possession. 


Mr.  Polkas  Speech  in  the  House  of  Representaiives  in  1834. — (Extract.) 

Mr.  Polk  would  undertake  to  say  that  the  Bank  had  not  only  thus 
used  its  funds  for  corrupt  purposes,  but  they  had  knowingly  endeavoured 
to  conceal  the  uses  to  which  they  had  applied  them,  even  so  far  as  to 
make  a  mis-statement  of  facts  to  Congress  on  this  very  point. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Merchants  of  New  York  to  Martin.  Van- 
Buren^  President  of  the  United  States^  dated  Washington^  May  3rd, 
1837^  and  recorded  in  the  public  Documents : — 

"  Under  a  deep  impression  of  the  propriety  of  confining  our  decla- 
rations within  moderate  limits,  we  affirm  that  the  value  of  our  real  estate 
.  (that  is  within  the  city  of  New  York)  has,  within  these  last  six  months, 
depreciated  more  than  forty  millions ;  that,  within  these  last  two  months, 
there  have  been  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  failures  of  houses  en- 
gaged in  extensive  business ;  that,  within  the  same  period,  a  decline  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  has  occurred  in  our  local  stocks,  including 
those  railroad  and  canal  incorporations,  which,  though  chartered  in 
other  States,  depend  upon  New  York  for  the  sale ;  that  the  immense 
amount  of  merchandise  in  our  warehouses  has,  within  the  same  period, 
fallen  in  value  at  least  thirty  per  cent ;  and  that  within  a  few  weeks  not 
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lesBtlvan  ttv^ntytbonsand  itidrndiuls^  depending  ufMHi  their  diily  kbour 
for  their  daily  bread,  have  been  discharged  by  Uxeir  employers,  because 
the  means  of  retaining  them  were  exhausted." 


Extract  from  an  Address  of  Mr.  C.  /.  Tngersoll^  late  Member  of  Con- 
gress, to  the  People  of  the  Third  Congi'essional  District  of  Pennsyh 
vania : — 

BANK  TAXATION  AMERICAN  MANUFACTURE. 

The  deductions  exacted  on  bank-notes  in  different  places,  added  to 
the  discount  taken  from  private  notes  cashed  by  banks,  are  heavy  and 
double  taxation,  always  preying  on  production,  and  undervftluii^  and 
undermining  industry,  and  taxation  paid  into  no  treasuries  but  those  of 
banks  and  brokers.  American  manufactures,  industry  and  pveduGtion, 
begin  the  world  with  indirect  taxation,  which  it  is  not  extravagaat  to 
reckon  as  thirty-three  per  cent,  on  all  capital ;  and  by  a  system^  artificial 
and  delusive,  the  supposed  protection  of  domestic  manu&ctures  is  en- 
tirely and  more  than  annulled.  For  of  what  use  is  our  impost  on  foreign 
goods  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  while  we  add  thirty-three  per  cent,  to 
their  relative  value,  by  making  our  money  so  much  worse  than  foreign 
money !  Our  dollar  and  a  half  are  not  worth  so  much  as  the  English 
dollar,  or  as  three-quarters  of  a  dollar  in  France.  The  English  and 
French  make  us  pay  them  in  coin  or  its  equivalent  exchange.  What 
avails  our  tariff,  then  ?  Nothing  at  all  to  our  manufactures.  The  whole 
difference  goes  to  our  money-making  power,  tiie  banks,  who  divide  the 
profits  that  belong  to  the  manufacturers,  lliey  repeal  our  tariff  so  far 
as  it  should  protect  manufactures,  and  take  all  tiie  hard  earnings  of 
American  industry,  to  be  shared  between  banks  and  foreigners. 

In  England,  the  quantity  of  bank  paper  is  about  equal  to  that  of  coin 
circulating.  In  France,  the  hard  money  is  ten  times  greater  than  the 
bank  paper.  In  the  United  States,  the  bank  paper  is  ten  times  greater 
than  the  gold  and  silver.     *     * 

Whatever  injustice  banks  do  to  manufactures,  they  aggravate  to  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  poor  labourers,  of  both  sexes,  who  earn  a  precarious 
livelihood,  in  the  country,  in  villages  and  in  cities,  by  the  humblest, 
hardest  and  least  rewarded  daily  toil.  If  to  the  manufacturers  paper 
money  is  unjust,  to  these  poor  people  it  is  more  than  unjust — ^it  is  cruiel; 
and  in  a  country  where  the  real  sovereignty  is  in  their  hi^ds,  it  is  a 
marvellous  proof  of  the  prevailing  respect  for  property  aad  ktw  that 
they  do  not  use  their  sovereignty  as  they  might,  and  as  in  all  other  Cdwor 
tries  they  would.     *    * 

I  appeal  to  the  whole  people  of  a  State  whose  productions  exceed  by 
far  those  of  New  York  and  Virginia  united,  whose  industry,  properly 
developed,  is  worth  ten  times  all  the  foreign  commerce  of  New  York ; 
to  such  a  commonwealth  I  appeal  to  lead  the  way  in  emancipating  these 
United  States  from  the  oppressive  servitude  of  paper  money,  which  has 
already  chained  us  by  a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars 
to  European  fundholders,  and  our  own  speculators,  and  which,  if  these 
chains  are  not  broken,  will  re-colonize  this  country;  which  taxes  us  in- 
directly more  than  the  people  of  England  are  taxed  by  excises  and  other 
(however  oppressive)  direct  taxes ;  which  was  the  firat  and  most  crying 


APPENDIX  vni.  473 

evil  tbe  federal  comtitation  was  formed  to  cure»  and  it  an  evil  ol  Buch 
ma^itade  as  undoes  all  our  Am^ican  advantaget.    *    * 

More  complex,  stupendous  and  pei^lexing  abuse  was  never  oiganised 
as  government  than  that  which  now  oppresses  this  free  and  thinking 
nation.  Bank  excesses  have  saddled  us  with  stationary  stock  debts 
estimated  at  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  floating 
commercial  debt  exceeding  sixty  millions,  all  to  foreigners ;  besides  in* 
calculable  debts  among  ourselves.  The  same  excesses,  by  before-men- 
tioned action  on  imposts,  have  encumbered  the  federal  government  with 
an  unheard-of  surplus  of  revenue,  which  it  has  attempted  to  get  rid  of 
by  distribution  among  the  States.  But  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  lies  dead 
in  banks,  not  one  of  which  can  pay  it  to  the  State  entitled  to  it  in  good 
money.  But  for  a  strong  and  much  abused  exercise  of  Executive  power 
the  public  domain  would  also  be,  most  of  it,  transmuted  into  mere  bank 
credits—credits  of  banks  who  neither  will  nor  can  pay  even  the  coin  left 
in  deposit  widi  them.  With  more  than  gold  and  silver  enough  for  af- 
fluent circukition,  scarce  a  dollar  is  to  be  seen,  and  paper  is  undergoing 
rapid  depreciation. 

l^     Extract  from  General  Hamilton's  Letter  to  Mr,  N,  Biddle^ 

June  16,  1837. 

What  we  may  do  this  year  in  redeeming  our  country  from  this  stupi- 
fying  lethargy  may  become  impossible  the  next,  until  we  have  fixed 
upon  us  one  of  the  greatest  curses  that  can  scourge  a  civilized  community — 
an  inconvertible  paper  currency.  When  this  evil  comes  in  its  full  po- 
tency, and  paper  is  rejected  universally  as  a  legal  tender  by  private  cre- 
ditors, as  well  as  that  great  public  creditor,  the  Government,  and  the 
sheriff  will  take  nothing  but  coin  for  his  levies,  then  revolution  and 
bloodshed  are  not  long  in  the  rear.  It  is  in  a  period  like  this  that  the 
great  authority  to  which  I  have  before  referred  says,  "  That  a  man  can 
neither  earn  nor  buy  a  dinner  without  speculation.  What  he  receives 
in  the  morning  will  not  have  the  same  value  at  night.  What  he  is  com* 
pelled  to  take  as  pay  for  an  old  debt,  will  not  be  received  as  the  same 
when  he  comes  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  himself;  nor  will  it  be  the 
same  when,  by  prompt  payment,  he  would  avoid  contracting  any  debt  at 
all.  Industry  must  wither  away ;  economy  must  be  driven  from  your 
country;  careful  provision  will  have  no  existence.  Who  will  labour 
without  knowing  the  amount  of  his  pay  ?  Who  will  study  to  increase 
what  none  can  estimate?  Who  will  accumulate  when  he  does  not  know 
the  value  of  what  he  saves  ?  " 


Extracts  from  an  Address  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a  De- 
mocratic Convention^  assembled  to  consider  the  State  of  Affairs  in 
1837. 

I.  Thb  present  condition  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
eiurrency,  and  all  branches  of  business  that  are  intimately  connected 
with,  and  depending  upon  it,  is  written  in  characters  too  plam  and  vivid 
to  need  much  illustration  from  us. 

In  Pennsylvania  especially  it  is  deeply  engraved  on  every  foot  of  our 
soil. 
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If  we  turn  to  tiie  deserted  streets  of  our  citiesi  it  is  pro^imed  ia 
language  not  to  be  miscmderstood. 

If  we  traverse  our  canals  and  railroads,  we  find  the  "  panic"  pro* 
phecy  fulfilled :  they  are  indeed  '*  a  barren  waste,"  and  bear  the  indu- 
bitable marks  of  premature  desertion  and  decay.  Nearly  one-half  the 
cars  and  boats  are  withdrawn  from  operation,  and  what  remain  have  litde 
to  do.  The  offices  are  almost  sinecures.  Their  pay,  and  the  interest 
on  the  debt,  contracted  in  the  construction  of  our  canals  and  railroads, 
remain  the  same  as  in  seasons-of  prosperity,  while  the  revenue  derived 
fVom  them  is  lamentably  deficient.  Unless  this  downward  course  be 
speedily  arrested,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  on  the  highway  to  bank* 
ruptcy  and  ruin. 

If  we  survey  the  smaller  towns,  and  the  coimtry  at  large^  what  do 
we  behold  but  business  interrupted,  merchants  and  mechanics  idle,  all 
the  necessaries  of  life  exorbitantly  high,  the  means  to  purchase  them 
straightened ;  creditors  pressing  their  demands,  and  debtors  unable  to 
pay.  The  banks  closed,  the  specie  in  their  vaults  shut  up  from  the 
public,  their  notes  not  convertible  into  gold  and  silver,  the  brokers, 
shavers  and  speculators,  the  ill-omened  birds  of  prey  that  swarm  round 
the  prostrate  carcase  of  the  public  currency,  are  increasing,  and  thriving 
on  the  wants  and  misfortunes  of  the  community.  The  notes  of  the 
eastern  banks,  at  a  high  discount  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  and 
the  notes  of  the  western  banks  at  a  still  higher  discount  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  state,  and  the  citizens  of  the  different  extremities  of  our  wide- 
spread union  almost  cut  off  from  each  other  in  commercial  intercourse, 
and  rendered  aliens  in  their  own  land.  In  a  word,  the  currency^ 
the  very  life-blood  of  business  in  this  active,  enterprising,  and  thrifty 
nation  is  so  deeply  diseased  already,  that  a  general  paralysis  has  seized 
upon  our  prosperity,  and  although  our  government  is  the  most  free  and 
fostering  in  the  world,  menaces,  if  some  corrective  be  not  applied,  to 
sweep  it,  with  the  besom  of  destruction.  To  the  general  view  of  the 
subject  here  given,  may  be  added,  this  of  an  individual  nature,  that  every 
man  who  thinks  he  has  the  honest  representative  of  five  dollars  in  his 
pocket,  in  the  shape  of  a  five-dollar  bill,  is  egregiously  mistaken,  for, 
owing  to  the  depreciation  of  bank-notes,  it  is  in  reality  worth  little  more 
than  three  dollars :  so  that  every  man  who  has  in  his  possession,  or  is 
compelled  to  take  paper  money  of  great  or  small  denominations,  has  at 
once  a  practical  illustration  of  the  injustice  and  fluctuation  of  the  system. 
This  is  no  exaggerated  picture,  fellow-citizens,  proofs  of  its  sad  reality 
are  before  us,  and  around  us,  on  all  sides.  The  description,  harrowing 
as  it  is,  is  re-echoed  from  city  and  country,  from  hill-top  and  valley,  in 
all  sections  of  the  land.     *     * 

Thus  also  it  happens,  in  the  prosecution  of  these  operations,  men  be- 
come indebted  to  foreigners,  to  each  other  at  home,  and  to  the  banks ; 
and  the  banks  contract  the  same  kinds  of  debts,  and  when  payment  is 
demanded,  it  can  only  be  made  by  enlarged  credits,  by  incorporating 
additional  banks,  and  increased  issues  of  paper  money.  When  indivi- 
duals or  banks  become  involved  in  debt,  they  resort  to  the  same  means 
for  extrication.  They  play  a  bold  game  (for  a  game  it  is),  stretch  their 
credit  to  the  utmost  limit,  and,  in  common  phrase,  *^  make  or  break," 
by  the  adventure. 

In  the  case  of  individuals,  when  credit  fails,  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent 
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law  is  iimt  remedy^  and,  in  the  case  of  banks,  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  And  the  effects  upon  their  creditors  and  the  public  are  in. 
both  cases  the  same. 

This  is  the  process,  and  this  the  course  that  has  led  to  the  existuig 
state  of  things.  We  appeal  to  the  history  of  the  country  for  its  con- 
firmation. Let  any  man  examine  the  amount  of  nominal  banking  capi- 
tal, at  different  periods;  and  also  the  spirit  of  speculation  and  over- 
trading as  indicated  by  the  imports  of  the  country-**the  sales  of  public 
lands — ^the  price  of  labour  and  of  the  various  commercial  commodities, 
and  the  projects  of  new  towns,  and  cities,  turnpike,,  canal  and  railroad 
companies,  and  he  will  find  in  all  cases  the  latter  bear  a  strict  relative 
proportion  to  the  former.  As  banks  have  increased,  so  have  the  conse- 
quences just  enumerated  increased  in  the  same  proportion.  We  might 
have  spread  the  statistical  facts  before  you,  but  we  do  not  wish  to  swell 
this  address  to  a  greater  length  than  is  necessary ;  and  if  any  doubt,  let 
them  consult  the  records  that  are  accessible  to  all.     *    * 

The  amount  of  bank  capital  incorporated  in  Pennsylvania,  when  Go- 
vernor Ritner  was  elected,  was  17,000,000  of  dollars:  the  amount  now 
existing  in  Pennsylvania  is  about  58,000,000  of  dollars ;  so  that  under 
the  auspices  of  Governor  Ritner  and  his  friends,  it  has  been  improvi- 
dently  increased  about  41 ,000,000  of  dollars  in  less  than  two  years. 
Neither  reason  nor  necessity  can  be  pleaded  in  justification  or  excuse  of 
this  ruinous  policy.  Its  origin  can  be  found  only  in  a  morbid  excitement 
of  that  wild  spirit  of  speculation  which  has  been  always  nurtured  and 
sustained  by  our  empty  credit  system.     *    * 

Behold  the  consequences  in  our  present  prostrated  and  distracted  con- 
dition ;  behold  them  in  thousands  of  failures— -cramped  and  crippled 
business — abandoned  public  improvements — ^industrious  men  without 
employment,  and  their  families  without  bread.    *    * 

Sbth  Salisbury,  Henry  C.  Eyer, 

James  Clarke,  Eli  Dillon, 

George  M.  Keim,  John  M.  Eberman, 

Hbrny  Sheetz,  Abraham  K.  Wright. 
David  M.  Farrelley, 

Harrisburg^  July  7,  1837. 

From  the  Pennst/lvamany  1837. 

movements  of  the  monopolists. 

It  appears  that  the  stock  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  this  city  has  ad- 
vanced, within  a  short  time,  from  about  fifty  to  seventy  dollars  per  share 
for  thirty-five  dollars  paid.  This  is  the  result  of  a  daring  movement 
upon  the  part  of  the  Bank  monopolists,  and  the  treachery  of  those  pre- 
tended representatives  of  the  people,  who  were,  not  long  since,  elected 
on  the  ground  of  opposition  to  monopolies,  and  against  the  combined 
forces  of  chartered  wealth.  The  rise  hasi^taken  place  in  consquence  of 
what  is  termed  a  rider,  or  an  additional  clause,  tacked  to  a  bill  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  added  to  a  bill  in  the  Senate,  by  Doctor  Burden, 
increasing  the  capital  of  the  Mechanics  Bank  about  700,000  dollars,  and 
renewing  its  charter,  which  does  not  expire  until  1843,  for  twenty  years 
longer,  besides  other  privileges. 
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It  is  indeed  thne  for  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to  look  about'thevn, 
when  they  are  thus  made  the  sport  of  hold  and  designing  politicians,  atid 
their  legislators  so  openly  pervert  their  offices  and  combine  with  moneys 
changers  against  popular  rights.  Let  the  revolution  -now  going  on  he 
carried  out  to  its  fullest  extent. 


PROCLAMATION  FROM  GOVERNMENT.' 
PENNSYLVANIA,  SS. 

In  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vanitty  by  Joseph  Ritnery  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth^ 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

20th  May,  1831. 

The  main  object,  then,  of  this  proclamation  is,  to  adSdrees  the 
patriotism,  the  good  sense  and  the  interest  of  the  citizens  who  direct  the 
different  banks  of  the  commonwealth.  In  their  hands  are  pl^used,  by 
this  strange  and  sudden  catastrophe,  to  a  great  KLtent,  the  present  con- 
trol of  our  prosperity.  But  fortunately  for  the  community,  the  forfeiture 
or  confirmation  of  the  charters  of  those  institutions  will  depend  upon  the 
estimate  which  public  opinion,  for  the  next  six  months,  will  form  of  the 
use  which  shall  be  made  of  the  power  that  circumstances  have  thus  given. 
If  a  reckless  pursuit  of  profit  and  a  disregard  of  the  wel^Eire  of  society 
should  lead  to  a  sudden  and  injurious  increase  of  bank  issues,  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  an  injured  community  will  undoubtedly 
visit  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  on  the  faithless  agents.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  an  honest  and  patriotic  application  of  the  power  now  possessed 
by  them  shall  prevent  the  apprehended  evils,  and  shall,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  restore  the  currency  to  its  recent  healthy  condition,  acts 
under  other  circumstances  unlawful,  thus  proved  to  have  been  compelled 
only  by  urgent  necessity,  and  thus  followed  by  no  sinister  perversion  of 
power,  will,  beyond  a  doubt,  be  confirmed.  To  accomplish  which  de- 
sirable and  just  result,  no  exertion  will  be  spared  by  the  Executive  at 
the  proper  time.     *     * 

The  banks  are  believed  to  be  abundantly  able  to  meet  all  their  liabili- 
ties. The  only  danger  is  to  be  found  in  rashness  and  excitement.  It 
is  evident  that  the  present  difficulty  does  not  arise  from  any  great  inhe* 
rent  defect  in  our  currency,  but  from  an  error  in  its  management.  The 
National  Government,  with  an  unparalleled  surplus  of  means,  cannot 
pay  its  debts  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country. 


SUIT  AGAINST  THE"  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Reported  for  the  Public  Ledger.] 

Before  Alderman  Thompson,  June  bth^  1837.    James  Young  v.  The 

^  Stales  Bank. 

Claim,  a  10  dollar  Note. — This  was  a  case  of  a  ten  dolte  note  pre- 
sented to  the  bank  for  specie  payment,  but  was  refused.  After  the  ex- 
amination of  the  evidence,  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  endeavoured  to 
defeat  the  action,  on  the  ground,  1st,  That  the  plaintiff  became  possessed 
of  the  note  for  the  express  purpose  of  suing — which,  it  was  contended. 
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ieHl  under  the  defiakibQ  of  common  ^barratry,  as  defined  by  the  Act  of 
1700«  2d.  That  persons  obtaining  an  obligation  for  the  express  purpose 
of  suing,  are  barred  from  recovering,  by  Act  of  Assembly.  3d.  That 
there  wad  not  sufficient  testimony.  For  witnesses  participating  in  a  suit 
may  be  made  liable  for  the  costs,  and  consequently  they  are  interested  in 
the  event  of  the  suit. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  admitted  that  barrators  could  not  recover, 
but  denied  that  his  client  in  this  case  was  a  barrator.  Barratry  is  a 
crime  at  common  law  that  subjects  the  individual  guilty  of  it  to  severe 
punishments,'[and  the  gist  of  every  crime  is  the  malicious  intention.  The 
act  of  noo  is  very  particular  on  this  point.  "  If  any  person  within  this 
province  and  territories,  in  any  court  within  the  same,  be  indicted,  proved 
and  adjudged  a  common  barrator,  vexing  others  with  unjust  and  vexa- 
tious suits,  he  shall  be  adjudged  a  common  barrator,  and  his  suits  and 
actions  rejected,  if  the  court  see  cause  for  the  same,  and  be  punished  for 
his  barratry."  Has  the  plaintiff  been  indicted  and  proved  to  be  a  com- 
mon barrator?  Or,  is  this  an  unjust  and  vexatious  suit ?  The  counsel 
cited  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  where  the  crime  of  barratry  was  more 
particularly  described.  ^'  Common  barratry  is  the  offence  of  frequently 
exciting  and  stirring  up  suits  and  quarrels  between  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects, either  at  law  or  otherwise."  4  Black.  134.  Has  the  plaintiff  fre- 
quently stirred  up  suits  and  quarrels  at  law  or  otherwise  ?  Now,  sir,  the 
gist  of  every  crime  is  the  intention ;  and  shall  a  man  bringing  suit  for  a 
just  debt  be  debarred  from  action  and  adjudged  a  barrator  in  the  absence 
of  proof?  Where  is  the  evidence  of  barratry?  The  witness  expressly 
states  that  the  agreement  was,  not  to  sue,  but  to  demand  the  money  of 
the  bank.  If  the  intention  was  to  bring  an  unjust  and  vexatious  suit, 
how  does  the  presentation  of  the  note  to  the  bank  comport  with  that  in- 
tention. Sir,  you  must  perceive  that  it  goes  absolutely  to  defeat  it.  Sup- 
pose the  bank  had  paid  the  note,  who,  that  has  common  understanding, 
does  not  see  that  the  right  of  action  would  have  been  destroyed.  Are 
you,  sir,  to  infer  that  men  intend  to  commit  a  crime  from  the  fact  of  their 
having  taken  the  very  measures  which,  from  the  nature  of  things^  would 
be  the  most  likely  to  frustrate  that  intention  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is  prepos- 
terous. The  counsel  then  went  on  to  state,  that  he  had  been  induced  io 
notice  this  defence,  from  its  novelty,  but  as  there  was  no  proof  of  barra- 
try, his  Honour  would  not  presume  it.  The  second  ground  of  defence 
was  already  answered  by  the  witnesses,  who  stated  that  the  note  was  ob- 
tained for  valuable  consideration,  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  specie; 
not,  as  is  said,  for  the  express  purpose  of  suing. 

The  third  objection  to  this  action  is  equally  without  foundation.  Where 
is  the  evidence  that  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  participated 
in  the  suit  ?  The  proof  is  merely  in  the  naked  assertion  of  my  learned 
opponent;  because,  forsooth,  this  plaintiff  consulted  with  these  witnesses 
to  know  whether  they  would  come  forward  and  testify  as  to  all  they  saw,  he 
must  be  deprived  of  their  testimony,  and  they  must  be  presumed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  suit,  and  of  course  must  be  made  liable  to  the  costs  ?  Why, 
sir,  if  this  doctrine  is  to  obtain,  there  is  not  a.  solitary  case  now  pending 
before  your  courts  but  the  plaintiffs  must  be  barrators,  their  suits  rejected, 
their  just  claims  totally  annihilated,  themselves  to  suffer  corporeal  punish- 
menty  and  their  innocent  witnesses  saddled  with  the  costs.  Judgment  for 
plaintiff. 
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'  CouDiel  &r  pbiatifi;  Mont.  P.  Yomi^;  for  iefie&dant, '  Jobn  Cadml- 
lader.' 


Froftn  the  **  Globe.**     City  of  Washington^  Friday ^  Dec.  15, 1837. 

Hia  (Biddle's)  new  charter,  imposed  as  a  penalty  for  the  faflnre  to 

redeem  the  notes  authorised  to  he  issued  hy  the  hank,  twelve  ""per  cent. 

per  annum.     By  issuing  the  notes  of  the  old  hank  as  the  currency  of  the 

new,  Mr.  Biddle  supposes  that  he  has  effectually  evaded  this  provisicHi. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Eyre,  the  representative  of  Mr.  Biddle's  hank,  in  the  late 

New  York  convention,  had  the  hardihood  expressly  to  avow  this  as  the 

motive  for  the  violation  of  the  old  hank's  charter,  and  the  breach  of  the 

deed  of  trust.    He  said  it  was  to  escape  the  embarrassment  and  vexation 

of  suits  prosecuted  under  this  clause  on  the  new  notes,  if  issued ;  and  he 

might  have  added,  the  damages  which  it  was  intended  the  people  should 

recover  to  indemnify  them  for  the  wrong  they  suffer  under  the  offence 

now  perpetrated  hy  the  bank  with  impunity,  jn  issuing  an  irredeemable 

currency. 

•  ♦  «  • 

This  vast  amount  of  twenty-seven  millions  and  a  half  is  illegally,  im- 
morally, and  fraudulently  converted  to  its  own  use  by  the  new  bank,  and 
becomes  an  inexhaustible  fund  for  plundering  the  States  of  their  specie, 
and  accumulating  demands  on  other  banks.  For  these  two  purposes, 
this  vast  fund  is  now  notoriously  used.  These  dead  notes  are  sent  all 
over  the  south  and  west,  to  be  sold  at  a  discount  for  specie,  or  for  bills  of 
exchange  on  other  banks ;  and  as  soon  as  the  solvent  budks  resume  specie 
payments,  these  dead  notes  will  also  be  sold  at  a  discount  for  their  notes 
to  draw  the  specie  from  them,  and  to  compel  them  to  suspend  payment 
again.  ♦         *         *  The  vast  amount  of  these  notes  in  her 

hands,  viz.,  twenty- seven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  makes  them  an 
inexhaustible  fund  for  raising  specie,  and  plundering  other  banks ;  as 
they  are  neither  payable  nor  paid  by  the  present  bank  of  the  United 
States,  she  is-  safe  in  the  indefinite  and  perpetual  re-issue  of  them.  The 
twenty-seven  and  a  half  millions  may  be  issued  ten  times  over,  or  a  hun- 
dred times  over :  it  is  all  one  to  the  lawless  monster  which  now  has  them 
in  her  clutches,  and  uses  them  for  her  own  purposes  without  limit,  widi- 
out  shame,  without  law,  and  without  responsibility.  *  »  ♦ 
An  army  of  deputy  agents  is,  at  this  moment,  engaged  in  this  work ; 
and  there  is  not  a  town  of  any  note  south  or  west  of  Philadelphia  hi 
which  they  may  not  be  seen. 


ROBERT  RANTOUL's  ORATION,  JULY  4th,  1837. 

In  1830,  the  bank  capital  of  the  United  States  was  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  millions ;  in  1636,  it  had  risen  to  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  millions ;  it  is  now  probably  about  treble  its  amount  seven  years 
ago.  The  paper  circulation  in  1830,  was  sixty-one  millions;  in  1836, 
it  was  one  hundred  and  forty  mjillions ;  the  highest  point  it  reached  was 
probably  about  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  millions.  In  1830,  the  loans 
and  discounts  of  the  banks  amounted  to  about  two  hundred  millions ; 
in  1836,  they  were  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  millions;  they  have 
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since  exceeded  fire  hundred  and  ninety  imDions.  The  bank  capital, 
circulation,  and  discounts,  having  more  than  doubled,  and  indeed  nearly 
trebled,  in  less  than  seven  years*  time,  the  immense  and  unparalleled 
speculations  we  have  witnessed  have  been  the  necessary  result.  Sales 
of  public  lands  rose  from  less  than  two  and  a  half  millions  in  1830,  to 
more  than  twenty -four  millions  in  1836.  Liands  in  Maine  were  pur- 
chased in  vast  quantities  at  ten  times  their  former  prices.  House  lots 
enough  were  laid  out  to  accommodate  two  or  three  times  the  present 
population  of  the  nation.  The  land  immediately  about  New  York,  and 
within  ten  miles  of  that  city,  which  in  1830  was  valued  at  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  changed  hands  at  prices  which  would  have  made  the  whole 

amount  to  over  one  hundred  millions. 

«  «  «  » 

Bat  in  taking  into  account  the  losses  which  grow  out  of  these  revul- 
sions, we  must  not  stop  at  the  mere  rise  and  fall  of  prices.  The  bank- 
ruptcies at  every  revulsion  tax  the  community  heavily ;  the  banks  are 
generally  secured  on  account  of  the  endorsers,  for  if  these  institutions 
bore  their  share  of  the  losses  in  proportion  with  other  creditors,  the 
business  must  have  been  abandoned  long  ago.  It  is  impossible  to  mea- 
sure this  tax.  In  New  York,  where  overtradmg  has  been  pushed  to  a 
great  excess,  the  imports  last  year  amounting  to  118,885,194  dollars, 
the  failures  have  been  more  numerous  than  ever  before  known.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  large  houses  failed  in  two  months.  In  New  Orleans, 
where  the  banking  mania  had  gone  to  the  wildest  extremity,  the  capital 
of  the  banks  in  that  city  being  54,554,000  dollars,  of  which  the  sum  of 
36,169,455  dollars  is  paid  up,  the  failures  were  for  the  most  tremendous 
amounts,  such  as  were  never  before  heard  of  in  the  United  States.  The 
New  Orleans  True  American,  of  the  thirteenth  of  April,  says — **  On 
Wednesday,  the  largest  cotton-house  in  the  southern  country  went  by 
the  board  for  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  »  »  •  The  other 
houses  that  have  suspended  are  estimated  at  about  twelve  millions." 
These  houses  had  all  large  assets ;  yet  the  cotton  monopoly,  fostered  by 
the  immense  banking  capital  of  the  city,  was  not  only  injurious  to  the 
public  at  large,  and  to  all  smaller  cotton  traders,  but  having  inflicted 
severe  losses  on  their  creditors,  it  ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  monopolists 
themselves.  They  fell  blasted  before  it,  like  the  magician  before  the 
demon  he  has  conjured  up.  In  Boston,  before  the  stoppage  of  specie  pay«- 
ments,  out  of  thirteen  hundred  and  seven  wholesale  and  retail  establish- 
ments, there  had  been  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  failures :  but  the 
citizens  of  this  State  have  suffered  by  failures  in  other  States  as  well  as 
their  own,  to  an  enormous  extent.  The  losses  to  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts, from  bankruptcies  growing  out  of  our  paper  money  system  can- 
not be  less  than  six  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 

In  addition  to  all  the  losses  by  the  fluctuations  of  our  mixed  currency, 
there  is  now  to  be  reckoned  an  actual  depreciation  of  the  best  bank  paper 
below  the  specie  standard.  On  the  tenth  of  May  last,  the  banks  in  New 
York  stopped  specie  payment ;  those  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
stopped  the  next  day,  those  of  Boston  on  the  twelfth,  and  those  of  New 
Orleans  on  the  thirteenth.  The  country  banks  were  of  course  compelled 
to  stop,  however  much  they  might  regret  the  necessity.  On  the  eleventh 
of  May,  one  hundred  dollars  in  specie  were  worth  in  New  York  city 
bills  of  the  nominal  value  of  one  hundred  and  six  dollars.    On  the  first 
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of  Jose  biHs  of  one  fattBdred  uid  nine  doUafs,  and  on  the  twool^fauitii 
of  June,  one  hundred  and  twelve  doilam  were  required  to  purdiaae  noe 
hondred  dollars  in  hard  money — a  depreciation  more  rapid  than  thatol 
continental  paper  during  the  first  year  it  was  issued.  On  the  third  o£ 
July  bills  were  one  hundred  and  twelve  for  one  hundred. 

By  the  last  bank  returns  of  this  state,  their  circulation  and  deponls 
together  exceeded  twenty-six  millions.  By  a  depreciation  of  twelve  per 
eeaty  bill-holders  and  depositors  would  lose  three  millions  on  that  snm. 
Those  who  pay  their  debts  in  bad  paper  gain  the  amount  of  the  depre** 
ciation,  aud  by  paying  o£F  creditors  at  ninety  cents  or  less  on  a  doHar, 
may  be  preserved  from  bankruptcy :  but  those  who  receive  the  paper  fimr 
debts,  or  are  obliged  to  make  purchases  with  it,  lose  to  the  same  amount 
This  is  already  allowed  for  in  speaking  of  the  losses  by  the  fluctuation 
of  the  currency,  except  the  loss  in  the  hands  of  holders  while  it  falls. 

These  then  are  the  pecuniary  results  of  a  paper  money  monopoly  sys- 
tem, not  that  we  have  made  exact  estimates,  but  the  sums  assumed  are 
below  the  reality,  aud  yet  quite  large  enough  to  illustrate  the  subject 
fully. 

From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 

DISAGREEABLE    INTERRUPTION    TO    THE    BUSINESS    OF    A    NEW    BANK. 

Within  the  last  fortnight  four  gentlemen  took  up  their  residence  on 
different  days  at  a  boarding-house  in  Courtland  Street,  and  within  the 
last  two  or  three  days  occupied  themselves  so  busily  in  striking  off  bank 
notes,  that  the  women. of  the  house  suspected  that  they  were  counter- 
feiters, and  gave  information  of  it  to  the  police  office ;  in  consequence  of 
which  three  of  the  police  officers  went  to  the  house  yesterday  morning, 
and  having  cautiously  reconnoitred  the  premises,  and  peeped  throv^.f^ 
small  window,  they  perceived  the  four  men  occupied  in  cutting  and  slipp- 
ing bank  bills.     As  the  officers  knew  that  none  of  the  banks  of  this  ci^tj^ 
or  any  where  else  that  they  were  aware  of,  had  located  a  branch  bank  in 
an  upper  story  in  Courtland  Street,  they  coincided  in  the  suspicion^ 
which  had  been  imparted  to  them  by  the  lady  of  the  hoiise>  and  without 
further  ceremony  entered  the  room  and  arrested  the  whole  banking  con- 
cern, and  conveyed  the  persons  and  papers  belonging  to  it  to  the  police 
office.     Here  a  large  roll  of  new  bank  bills  were  opened,  which  were  v.ei:y 
elegantly  executed,  and  purported  to  be  bills  on  the  Ottawa  Biank^^' 
Montreal,  for  various  sums  from  10  to  1000  dollars.    The  gentlemen  in 
whose  possession  they  were  found  were  then  called  upon  to  give  an  J^- 
count  of  themselves,  which  they  did  by  saying  that  they  lately  forn^efl 
themselves  into  a  new  banking  company  to  carry  on  business,  and  is^ue 
bills  under  the  above  designation  ;  and  that  as  they  get  their  bills  print^ 
in  this  city  cheaper  than  in  Canada,  they  thought  proper  to  do  so.     Q9 
being  further  examined,  one  of  the  gentlemen  stated  that  he  lyuibe^ 
appointed  president  of  the  bank,  aud  as  the  profits  were  expected  to.w 
considerable,  his  copartners  had  fixed  his  salary  at  the  muhii^c^t  sont 
of  3^5  dollars  per  month.     Another  of  the  gentlemen  said  he  w^  tbfi 
cashier ;  anotl^r,  that  he  was  secretary ;  and  the  fourth  gentleman  stated 
that  he  was  a  director  and  stockholder  to  a  large  amount.     They JbafL 
about  20,000  dollars'  worth  of  bills  ready  signed  and  prepared,  for  curcu* 
ktion,  and  between  2  and  300,000  more  nearly  so*    Ther^.  i^e  a)so 
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feimd  MDOiigfet  tbeir  tiStctB  alraut  100  dolfam  in  specie,  which  waft  to 
hare  been  kept  in  their  tauhs^  ia  order  to  meet  with  due  promptitude 
any  and  every  demand  which  might  be  made  on  them  for  specie  pay- 
ments. The  president  and  cashier  were  rather  decently  dressed,  but  the 
badness  of  the  times  seemed  to  have  greatly  affected  the  stockholder's 
pantaloons,  in  which  there  were  one  or  two  very  unseemly  rents ;  and 
the  secretary's  shirt  was  a  little  too  much  soiled,  and  his  coat  rather  too 
shabby  for  the  officer  of  a  new  banking  establishment.  Notwithstand- 
iog,  however,  that  appeaAinces  were  so  much  against  them,  as  there  is 
no  such  bank  in  Canada  as  the  Ottawa  Bank,  nor  any  law  against  their 
establishing  a  bank  so  designated,  they  had  consequently  done  nothing 
illegal,  and  the  magistrates  were  obliged  to  set  them  at  liberty. 


From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser, 

Z  INFAMOUS  FRAUD. 

The  Detroit  Daily  Advertiser  contains  a  summary  of  the  report  of  the 
bank  commissioners  of  Michigan,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the 
*•  Farmers'  fiank  of  Gennessee  County,"  by  which  a  development  of 
rascality  is  made,  absolutely  astounding.  The  bank  seems  to  have  been 
purposely  established  as  a  regular  swindling-shop  on  a  large  scale. 

The  commissioners  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  on  the  16th  ultimo.  They  found  no  officer  in  charge,  and  no  set 
of  books  had  ever  been  kept.  It  appears  that  the  first  election  of  direc- 
tors tck)k  place  on  the  30th  of  December,  1837,  on  which  day  H.  R.  Jerome 
was  elected  president,  and  R.  M.  Morrison,  cashier.  The  security  of  the 
bank,  a  bond  of  250,000  dollars,  was  filed  and  approved  by  the  treasurer 
and  cleric,  and  the  bank  commenced  operations. 

On  the  4th  of  January  last,  Robert  J.  S.  Page  was  elected  cashier. 
The  commissioners  found  a  file  of  notes  designated  ^  stock  notes,"  a  file 
of  receipts  of  the  several  subscribers  to  stock,  and  unendorsed  notes  to 
the"amoant  of  168,653  dollars  and  50  cents !  Two  of  these  notes,  amount* 
ing  to  upwards  of  60,000  dollars,  were  given  by  H.  R.  Jerome,  the  presi 
dent,  payable  five  years  after  date !  Twa  others,  for  53,000  dollars  and 
odd,  were  given  by  Delos  Davis,  payable  also  five  years  after  date !  Two 
others,  for  upwards  of  52,000  dollars,  given  by  Rufus  Brown,  junior,  were 
also  made  payable  five  years  after  date ! 

The  bills  found  in  the  bank,  signed  by  Jerome  as  president,  and  Page 
as  cashier,  amounted  to  3455  dollars.  No  specie  or  foreign  bills  of  any 
description  were  found !  Copies  only  of  the  bonds  and  mortgages,  given 
as  securities,  could  be  found.  The  whole  amount  of  specie  which  appears 
at  any  time  the  hon&  fide  property  of  the  bank  was  only  1500  dollars. 
Instead  of  the  ten  per  cent,  specie  payment,  the  stock  subscribers  gave 
to  the  treasurer  their  individual  notes  for  the  amount  of  the  instalment, 
payable  in  specie,  for  which  the  treasurer  gave  specie  receipts.  The 
commissioners  further  say  there  is  no^  evidence  that  any  instalments  of 
tile  capital  stock  were  ever  paid  according  to  law. 

A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  in  January  exhibited  20,000 
dollars  in  specie,  which  specie  consisted  of  two  certificates  of  deposit,  one 
from  the  Bank  of  Oakland  for  10,000  dollars,  and  one  from  the  Clinton 
Canal  Bank  for  lO^^OOO  dollan.    No  deposit  was  made  in  either  case, 
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the  certificates  having  been  loaned  for  the  purpose,  and  returned  the  same 
day! 

As  there  are  no  entries  in  any  bank  book  designating  the  issues,  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  number.  To  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  bank, 
there  are  discounted  endorsed  notes  amounting  to  10,965  dollars,  indi- 
vidual receipts  for  exchange  purposes  for  1110  dollars,  and  the  notes  of 
Jerome,  Davis,  and  Brown,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  168,653  dollars  and 
50  cents. 

The  Detroit  Free  Press  endeavours  to  escap%  the  odium  attaching  to 
the  dominant  Van  Buren  party  of  Michigan,  from  the  rascally  manage- 
ment of  these  bantlings  of  their  own  creation,  by  alleging  that  the  presi- 
dent of  this  infamous  concern  was  a  whig.  The  Daily  Advertiser  states 
in  reply,  that  this  Jerome  was  but  a  short  time  ago  appointed  by 
Governor  Mason  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
St.  Clair.  His  Excellency  was  never  in  the  habit  of  appointing  whigs 
to  office. 

These  are  the  institutions  which  the  Jackson- Van- Buren-Bentonian 
legislators  of  Michigan  devised  to  give  the  community  a  better  currency. 
They  are  the  praters  about  irredeemable  bank  issues. 

The  notes  of  this  ^*  Farmers*  Bank,"  we  suppose,  are  what  the  people 
in  that  region  call  "  wild-cat"money.''  **  Pole-cat  money  "  would  be  a 
more,  appropriate  name — and  "  skunk  money  "  better  still. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Boston  Cham" 
her  of  Commerce^  doled  May  2lst^  1837,  in  reply  to  a  Letter  from 
them^  begging  to  be  allowed  to  pay  their  duties  in  unredeemable  Bank 
notes. 

'^  The  many  millions  of  unavailable  paper,  which  would  probably  be 
thus  placed  in  the  treasury  for  duties  and  other  debts  it  would  be  difficult 
to  compute ;  a?,  besides  twenty-six  or  seven  millions  now  due  from  in- 
dividuals and  banks,  most  if  not  all  of  the  future  revenue,  accruing  from 
customs  or  the  increased  sales  of  public  land  in  consequence  of  such  a 
system,  would  be  paid  to  the  United  States  in  notes  of  the  same  depre- 
ciated character.  It  deserves  consideration  likewise  what  could  legally 
be  done  with  such  funds  when  collected."  •        *        *         * 

**  In  connexion  with  this,  and  merely  in  justification  of  the  Treasury,  it 
may  be  proper  to  notice  further,  that  besides  near  thirty  millions  elsewhere, 
something  like  three^uarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  were  due  in  your  city 
alone,  from  merchants,  and  institutions  of  which  many  of  them  are 
members,  and  payable  to  the  United  States  in  specie  and  on  demand,  at 
the  time  your  memorial  was  forwarded,  setting  forth  the  omission  of  oar 
fiscal  agents  to  pay  in  that  currency  some  small  demand  held  by  a  portion 
of  the  mercantile  commimity." 


from  the  New  York  Times,  May,  1SS7. 

NBW   YORK  BANKS. 

Thb  stoppage  of  the  Dry  Dock  bank,  and  various  other  causes,  led  to 
a  run  for  specie  yesterday  on  the  whole  of  our  banks.  Depositors  ber 
came  alarmed,  and  the  panic  extended  to  all  classes.    Money  was  drawn 
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out,  thfi  specie  demanded,  and  in- many  cases  sold  at  a  premium  of  three 
and  four  per  cent. :  unprincipled  persons  getting  the  bills  of  the  banks, 
obtain  specie  for  them,  and  sell  it,  repeating  the  game  as  fast  as  they 
could  obtain  the  bills*  Specie  to  the  amount  of  700,000  dollars  was  thus 
drawn  out  yesterday,  and  ifyd  prospect  for  to-day  such  as  threatened  the 
total  destruction  of  the  varied  institutions.  The  presidents  and  cashiers 
held  a  meeting  last  evening,  and  determined,  while  they  could  be  enabled 
to  protect  their  bills  and  the  community,  for  a  time  to  relinquish  specie 
payments.  The  bills  of  all  the  banks  will  be  taken  on  deposit  and  in 
payment  as  usual,  and  of  course  be  equally  good,  to  merchants  and  traders, 
for  active  operations,  as  ever. 

In  a  short  time  specie  payments  will  doubtless  be  resumed.  Persons 
holding  the  bills  can  use  them  with  the  same  facility  as  before,  and  no 
sacrifice  will  of  course  take  place.  The  great  fire,  added  to  the  specula- 
tions and  paniC)  have  caused  this  unpleasant  measure,  but  it  is  unneces- 
sary in  the  slightest  degree  to  allude  to  causes  now,  nor  would  we,  were 
it  not  that  the  unfounded  cant  of  the  Specie  Circular  may  and  probably 
will  be  spoken  of  in  other  quarters  in  that  light. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  public,  of  individuals,  to  sustain  each  other. 
The  rich  must  afford  every  facility  to  the  poor,  and  all  classes  must  do 
their  best  to  make  business  go  on  with  its  accustomed  spirit.  We  have 
but  to  exercise  the  usual  energy  that  is  displayed  by  our  citizens,  and  we 
shall  shortly  have  a  return  to  good  times.  We  trust  before  long  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  make  a  counter  statement,  and  say  specie  payments  have 
been  resumed.  In  the  mean  time  the  New  York  bills,  for  active  opera- 
tions, are  as  good  as  cash. 


From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

SUSPENSION     OF     SPECIE    PAYMENTS, 

What  we  have  been  anticipating  for  a  number  of  weeks  has  at  length 
come  to  pass, — the  banks  have  suspended  specie  payments.  The  reasons 
for  this  step  must  be  obvious  to  any  one  who  has  watched  the  course  of 
things  for  the  last  ten  days,  and  it  must  be  equally  obvious  that  the  ex- 
ample will  be  generally  followed  by  the  banks  in  this  state,  and  exten- 
sively by  those  in  other  states.  The  thing  is  much  to  be  regretted  in 
itself,  Wt  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  any  longer  deferred.  It  is  better 
that  the  banks  should  suspend  while  yet  they  have  a  considerable  amount 
of  specie  in  their  vaults,  than  wait  till  it  is  all  drawn  out,  as  it  would  be 
from  most  of  the  banks  in  the  course  of  three  days,  perhaps  in  one* 
They  will  be  the  sooner  prepared  to  resume  specie  payments,  and  the 
public  will  be  in  every  respect  as  well  ofl^  as  if  they  had  stripped  the 
banks  of  the  last  specie  dollar  they  possess.  The  bills  of  the  city  banks 
will  be  the  "  current  money  "  as  before,  and  it  will  pay  as  many  notes, 
or  buy  as  many  goods  as  before.  They  are  in  fact  worth  just  as  much  as 
before ;  for  the  solvency  of  a  bank  does  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of 
specie  in  its  vaults,  but  upon  the  amount  of  its  property  generally,  as 
compared  with  its  indebtedness. 

There  is  another  reason  why  we  think  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments under  existing  circumstances  is  wise  and  proper,  viz. :  that  it 
will  save  a  great  many  housesjwho  must  inevitably  have  stopped  had  the 
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banks  continued  to  pay  specie  a  few  weeks  longer.  Tke  ottly  ^t^  in 
which  they  could  have  hoped  to  continue  specie  payments,  while  a  dis- 
position to  "  run  "  for  specie  so  extensively  prevails,  would  be  by  ceasing 
entirely  to  grant  any  new  discounts,  and  by  calling  in  their  circulation  as 
fast  as  possible.  Even  this  would  not  have  prevented  the  present  issue, 
unless  they  had  also  declined  receiving  deposits.  But,  in  'either  case, 
there  would  very  soon  be  no  current  money  afloat,  and  of  course  no  notes 
could  be  paid. 

The  effect  of  the  suspension  will  be  to  relieve  the  community  from 
the  intensity  of  the  pressure  under  which  they  groan ;  for  although  the 
banks  will,  as  they  ought  to  do,  exercise  a  suitable  caution  in  regard  to 
the  paper  offered  for  discount,  they  will  be  enabled  to  do  more  for  the 
community  than  they  have  done  of  late,  and  so  save  most  of  the  houses 
which  remain. 

The  determination  to  which  the  banks  have  been  brought  has  not  been 
forced  upon  them  by  any  indiscretion  on  their  part,  but  by  a  concurrence 
of  circumstances  beyond  their  control,  which  have  shaken  public  confi- 
dence in  all  our  institutions,  and  caused  demands  for  specie  to  be  made 
to  such  an  extent  which  no  banks  anywhere  could  sustain.  Until 
yesterday  the  demand  for  specie  was  confined  chiefly  to  bill -holders. 
For  this  the  banks  were  prepared,  and  their  specie  ample.  Yesterday 
their  deposits  were  called  for  in  specie  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and 
for  this  they  were  not  prepared,  for  their  deposits  were  equal  to  more 
than  half  the  amount  of  their  aggregate  capitals. 


Notwithstanding  what  is  said  in  the  following  newspapers  of  the  sta- 
bility of  the  Messrs.  Josephs,  their  "  paper"  was  selling,  three  or  four 
days  after,  in  the  streets  of  New  York,  at  twenty  cents  for  a  dollar! ! 

Philadelphia  Commercial  Herald,  Monday  Morning^ 

March  20,  1837. 

MONET  AFFAIRS. 

GoNsiDERABLK  cxcitcmcnt  was  produced  in  this  city,  especially 
among  merchants,  bank  directors,  brokers,  &c.,  on  Saturday  morning, 
by  the  receipt  of  news  of  the  stoppage  of  the  house  of  the  Messrs.  Jo- 
sephs, of  New  York,  and  a  gloom  seemed  for  a  short  time  to  spread  over 
the  business  community,  as  if  an  impending  calamity  was  feared,  the 
extent  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen.  For  ourselves,  we  thought  there 
was  unnecessary  alarm,  even  should  the  worst  that  had  been  heard  prove 
true.  There  is  not  that  weakness  in  the  structure  of  our  mercantile 
community,  which,  should  a  single  stone,  pillar,  or  arch  give  way,  the 
whole  fabric  must  tremble,  or  is  in  danger  of  falling.  No,  our  mer- 
chants are  strong — ^too  strong  to  be  shaken  by  the  failure  of  any  house, 
however  extensive  may  have  been  its  operations :  let  them  but  maintain 
confidence  in  themselves,  and  in  each  other,  and  nothing  can  harm 
them ;  they  will  stand  firm  as  adamant. 

But  this  excitement  was  allayed  about  twelve  or  one  o^clock,  by  the 
arrival  of  an  express  from  New  York,  bringing  a  letter  from  the  Messrs. 
Josephs,  saying  that  they  had  resolved  on  resuming  payment  to-day. 

It  was  apprehended,  early  in  the  morning,  that  there  would  be  a 
heavy  fall  in  stocks  at  the  Soard;  but  we  are  happy  to  say  Uiat  these 
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jie^i^w^e  not  realized ;  on  t]ie  contrary,  saleg  at  the  Board  closed  much 
firmer,  and  at  higher  rates  than  they  opened,  and  by  two  o'clock  coun- 
tenaiM^es  on  Change  had  shortened  very  materially ;  ohs !  ahs !  and  mys- 
terious and  solemn  looks  were  voted  bores,  and  men  went  home  with 
sharpened  appetites  for  their  dinner,  and  a  keen  relish  for  a  good  glass 
of  old  Madeira.  And  so  ended  the  panic  of  Saturday ;  and  so  may  all 
such  unnecessary  panics  end.  The  feeling  of  anxiety,  however,  is  by 
no  means  over;  on  the  contrary,  every  one  is  inquiring,  what  news? 
what  news?  and  the  Exchanxe  was  as  full,  yesterday  morning  at  nine 
o'clock,  as  it  usually  is  at  high  Change  on  a  business  day. 

We  take  the  following  remarks  from  the  New  Evening  Sta?'  of  Satur- 
day, which  is  understood  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  those  most  deeply 
concerned :— « 

THE  MESSRS.  JOSEPHS. 

In  yesterday's  paper  we  briefly  alluded  to  the  reported  failures  of  the 
Messrs.  Hermans  and  others  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  ruinous  oonse- 
quences  in  which  extensive  houses  here  might  thereby  be  involved.    We 
did  not  refer  to  the  suspension  of  the  Messrs.  Josephs,  because  we  were 
in  hopes  that  the  Express  Mail  would,  in  the  afternoon,  bring  informa- 
tion that  arrangements  had  been  made  to  enable  those  houses  to/proceed 
in  the  regular  course  of  their  business.     We  were  not  wrong  in  our  im- 
pression.    Several  letters  were  received  of  a  satisfactory  character,  and 
from  Messrs.  Thomas  Barrett  and  Co.,  stating  that  arrangements  were 
making  with  the  Banks,  promising  a  satisfactory  result ;  that  a  new 
House  would  be  formed  into  which  all  the  partners  would  throw  in  their 
private  fortunes,  amounting  to  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  as  soon 
as  the  negotiations  were  completed,  remittances  would  be  transmitted  to 
the  Messrs.   Josephs  to  cover  the  whole  amount  of  their  liabilities. 
Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  Messrs.  Josephs, 
with  that  promptness  for  which  they  are  distinguished,  announced  their 
intention  to  resume  their  payments  this  day.    Their  friends  immediately 
urged  the  impropriety  of  this  step,  and  the  obvious  impolicy  of  resuming 
their  payments,  until  intelligence  was  received  from  New  Orleans  of  a 
definitive  character,  placing  it  beyond  doubt  that  the  houses  in  New 
Orleans  were  actually  in  funds  to  remit  here  the  amount  of  their  liabili- 
ties, which  would  forthwith  place  the  Messrs.  Josephs  in  the  position 
they  stood  before  the  New  Orleans  failures  were  known.      This  we 
deemed  judicious  advice.     It  would  be  dangerous  to  resume  payments 
founded  on  the  possibility,  or  even  the  probability,  that  the  bank  of  New 
Orleans  would  furnish  the  Messrs.  Hermans  with  all  the  money  they 
required ;  for  we  ought  not  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  an  effort  to  sustain 
these  New  Orleans  houses  must,  to  the  extent  of  that  effort,  exhaust  the 
ability  of  the  banks  to  extend  aid  to  other  mercantile  establishments  yet 
unshaken ;  and  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  currency  of  the 
country  to  meet  outstanding  engagements,  the  result  of  an  extended 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  banks  at  New  Orleans  to  overcome  the 
existing  embarrassments  there,  in  producing  a  curtailment  of  accommo- 
dations to  other  mercantile  houses,  cuts  off  facilities  and  payments  anti- 
cipated by  mercantile  houses  here.     It  was  therefore  judicious  advice  to 
the  Messrs.  Josephs  not  to  resume  their  payments  until  they  were  actu- 
ally in  possession  of  funds  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  their  New  Or-* 
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leans  engagements,  for  which  they  have  heen  under  the  necessity  of  su^ 
pending  payment. 

There  is  another  reason,  and  a  very  proper  one,  to  our  mind,  against 
the  Messrs.  Josephs'  resuming  immediate  payments.  However  favour^ 
able  may  be  the  information  from  New  Orleans,  it  is  perfectly  certain 
that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  money  market,  the  Messrs.  Josephs 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  raising  funds  at  the  most  exorbitant 
rates  of  interest,  or  disposing  of  stocks  and  property  at  the  most  ruinoas 
depreciations.  Is  it  not  better  then,  we  say,  both  for  them  and  for  those 
^ith  whom  they  are  connected,  as  well  as  for  other  houses  whose  abihty 
to  obtain  facilities  would  increase  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  demand  on 
the  money  market  by  the  Messrs.  Josephif,  not  to  resume  payments  forth- 
Vith,  but  to  wait  patiently  the  issue  of  events?  They  are  possessed  of 
immense  securities  and  properties  in  almost  every  part  of  the  Union. 
Their  value  depends  mainly  upon  the  knowledge,  sagacity  and  good 
management  of  the  house,  and  if  they  are  permitted  to  have  time,  that 
knowledge  would  operate  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned.  But  if,  imder 
this  sudden  emergency,  and  at  this  important  crisis,  they  are  compelled 
to  part  with  their  property,  no  one  derives  any  benefit  from  their  skill 
and  understanding  in  bringing  the  whole  concern  to  a  final  and  satis- 
factory termination.  This  is  the  opinion,  we  know,  of  all  discreet  and 
business  men  in  the  city ;  and,  however  anxious  the  Messrs.  Josephs 
may  be  to  go  on  with  their  extensive  operations,  it  is  incumbent  for 
them  to  yield  to  public  opinion. 


The  following  is  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Allen^  Clark  and  Co. 
to  S.  and  M.  Allen  and  Co,y  in  this  Ciiy^  dated  New  Orleans^ 
March  9. 

**  Negotiations  are  still  going  on  with  regard  to  Herman,  Briggs 
and  Co.  It  is  now  proposed  that  the  old  partners  form  a  new  House, 
settle  up  the  old  concern,  and  bring  their  private  fortunes  in  to  take  up 
all  the  bills  drawn  on  the  north  by  drawing  on  the  house  here,  at  9,  11^ 
15,  18,  21  and  24  months.  Most  of  the  banks  have  come  into  the 
measure,  and  the  matter  will  be  settled  to-day." 

The  engagements  of  Herman,  Briggs  and  Co.  were  enormous,  being 
for  thirty  days  succeeding  their  failure  not  less  than  three  millions  ot 
dollars,  or  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  daily.  The  originator 
of  this  house  came  to  New  Orleans,  some  twenty  years  ago,  with  a  ped- 
lar's pack  on  his  back,  so  it  is  said,  but  rapidly  amassed  a  princely  for- 
tune, and,  with  his  partners,  retired  from  active  business  a  few  years 
ago,  leaving  their  names  and  responsibility  for  the  use  of  the  junior 
Herman,  and  talented  business  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  associated 
himself.— Jour.  Com. 


From  the  New  York  Sun. 

WALI/  8TRKBT. 

Promisbs,  announcements,  and  reports  to  the  contrary  notwitfa- 
standine,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Josephs  have  been  abso- 
lutely driven,  by  designing  advfaicrs,  to  rdhiquish  their  purpose  of 
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resuming  payment,  and  that  the  greater  probability  is  they  will  not 
resume  at  all.  Our  information  is  from  such  a  source,  that  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  publishing  the  fact,  that  a  general  assignment  of  their 
effects  to  John  Ward  and  others  has  been  drawn  up,  and  is  ready  to  be 
carried  into  e^ct  at  any  avaiiable  moment.  Relying  upon  their  pledge 
to  resume  payment  on  the  confirmation  of  the  fayourable  intelbgence 
from  New  Orleans,  the  public  was  led  to  expect  they  would  do  so ;  but 
confirmation  most  ample  has  been  in  their  hands  since  Sunday  morning, 
and  there  is  still  no  indication  of  a  fulfilment  of  that  pledge.  On  the 
contrary,  with  every  successive  hour  [they  appear  to  be  getting  farther 
from  it.  We  really  hope  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Josephs  will  resume  his  own 
self-government,  and  follow  the  dictates  of  that  honest  heart  which  he 
is  well  known  to  possess,  as  his  total  suspension  would  inevitably  drag 
down  and  consign  to  penury  and  want  so  many  young  and  deserving 
houses.  We  don't  see  what  good  cause  can  be  assigned  for  any  suspen- 
sion of  payment  on  his  part,  providing  the  New  Orleans  houses  meet 
their  liabilities,  as  it  is  now  morally  certain  they  will  do ;  and  even 
should  they  not,  why  should  his  suspension  extend  farther  than  to  liabi- 
lities contracted  on  their  account  ?  It  is  beyond  our  comprehension,  or, 
we  suspect,  that  of  the  public,  why  the  notes  given  by  his  house  to  our 
merchants  for  southern  drafts,  &c.  should  not  be  paid  at  maturity,  even 
though  the  houses  in  New  Orleans  should  fail  to  supply  him  with  means 
to  meet  liabilities  contracted  on  their  account,  or  the  United  States  Bank 
should  withhold  the  proffered  and  once-refused  loan.  The  article  of  the 
Star  on  this  subject,  on  Saturday  evening,  which  artfully  disguised  its 
design  by  a  cunningly  devised  assumption  of  •'  public  opinion'*  in  favour 
of  a  determined  suspension  by  the  Messrs.  Josephs,  appeared  to  us  to 
have  been  concocted  more  with  a  view  to  prepare  the  **  public  opinion" 
for  such  a  suspension  than  for  any  other  purpose. 

We  heard  of  no  additional  failures  yesterday ;  but,  should  our  fears 
in  relation  to  Josephs  be  confirmed,  we  may  look  for  a  whole  harvest  of 
them  before  the  end  of  the  week.  Stocks  yesterday  held  their  ground 
better  than  on  several  preceding  days,  and  sustained  a  downfall  of  not 
exceeding,  on  average,  about  two  per  cent.  Money  was  as  scarce  as 
ever,  and  readily  commanded  two  and  three  per  cent,  a  month. 


Estrada  from  an  Oration  delivered  in  Portsmouth^  Va,^  July\,  1838. 
.    By  Theophilus  Fish,    Speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bankers^  he 
asks — 

******  Have  they  (the  people)  forgotten 
the  stupendous  fraud,  the  unparalleled  infamy,  the  premeditated,  re- 
demptionless  scoundrelism,  practised  upon  them  by  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  brought  about  by  the  lubberly  Juggernaut  which  has 
rolled  its  car  over  a  prostrate  people,  at  once  covering  them  with  its 
slime  and  crushing  them  to  the  earth.  Do  they  remember  the  dark 
doings  of  this  chartered  gaming-house — this  mass  of  pecuniary  ini- 
quity— in  buying  fifty-five  members  of  Congress  in  1830  with  192,161 
dollars — ^fifty-nine  members  in  1831  with  322,195  dollars — fifty-four  in 
1832  with  478,766  dollars— fifty-three  in  1833  with  374,766  dollars— 
and  in  1834  it  purchased  fifty-two  members  of  Congress  with  238,586 
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doHmrt.  Do  they  need  to  have  the  52^000  dollars  paid  to  Weibb  aad 
,Noah  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer^  the  52,1*70  dollars  pud  to  Gales 
and  Seaton  of  the  National  Intelligencer^  and  the  6,541  dollars  paid  to 
WalBh^s  Gazette^  again  brought  before  their  view  ?  Do  they  need  te  be 
reminded  that  the  bank  paid  to  the  lawyers  of  the  United  States  Congresi 
between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  Uie  aboYC, 
viz. :  58,000  dollars  to  Daniel  Webster,  40,000  dollars  to  Henry  Clay, 
40,000  dollars  to  John  Sergeant,  46,000  dollars  to  Johnson  and  Poin- 
dexter  ?  Has  all  this  startling  bribery,  this  monstrous  corruption,  faded 
from  your  recollection  ? 

From  a  candid  review  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  the  conclusion  is  irre- 
sistibly forced  upon  us,  that  unless  this  eventful  crisis  in  our  national 
history  is  met  with  untiring  faithfulness,  with  unslumbering  watchfulness 
by  the  sentinels  upon  the  watch-tower  of  freedom,  our  magni6cent  temple 
of  liberty  will  be  overthrown,  its  pillars  become  a  mass  of  shapeless  ruins, 
its  altar  buried  beneath  the  crumbling  fragments  of  our  country's  pride, 
and  the  republic  will  perish  in  the  days  of  its  youth,  and  with  it  the 
hopes  of  freedom  throughout  the  world. 


From  the  Washington  Globe,  March  7,  1838. 

{Extracts,) 

•  «  «  « 

The  artful  men  who  planned  this  scheme  of  universal  agitation,  to 
arouse  the  worst  principles  of  human  action,  and  bring  them  to  bear  upon 
the  government,  did  not  hesitate  to  show  themselves  busy  in  giving  direc- 
tion to  drive  the  frenzy  of  the  times  to  the  most  bloody  and  fatal  results. 
Every  federal  orator  was  found  attending  feasts ;  and,  in  the  midst  of 
scenes  of  intemperance  and  excitement,  haranguing  the  multitude,  and 
instigating  to  deeds  of  violence  and  bloodshed.  Every  city,  in  succes- 
sion, witnessed  some  demonstration  of  this  sort.  The  midnight  supper 
given  to  Mr.  Biddle,  in  which  the  glorious  achievement  of  cutting  off  the 
£gure-head  of  the  Constitution  was  celebrated,  was  followed  by  conse- 
quences which  might  have  been  anticipated,  for  a  city  where  the  promi- 
nent men  gloried  in  the  commission  of  a  crime  which  shocked  the  sense 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  country.  Mob  violence  and 
conflagration  ensued. 

In  New  York,  the  federal  feasts  and  oratorical  and  editorial  instiga- 
tions were  followed  by  bloodshed  in  the  election,  and  an  attempt  of  the 
federal  party  to  seize  the  arsenal,  to  turn  the  arms  of  the  State  against 
the  people  at  the  polls.  It  was  prevented  by  the  firmness  of  a  few  in- 
dividuals ;  and  the  city  escaped  the  stain  of  being  the  first  to  attempt 
the  overthrow  of  the  freedom  of  elections  by  the  use  of  fire-anas,  in  the 
hands  of  bank  mercenaries.  That  shame  was  reserved  for  the  city  of 
brotherly  love.  There,  on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Biddle's  managers,  our 
Congressional  orators,  Poindexter  and  the  rest,  repaired  to  stir  up  mu- 
tiny in  the  minds  of  the  bank  partisans,  by  their  exaggerated  represen- 
tations of  what  they  denounced  as  the  despotism  at  Washington.  The 
fury  instilled  by  those  tirades  showed  itself  in  blood  at  the  polls.  At 
the  preliminary  struggle  for  judges  of  the  election,  an  unoffending 
^oung  man-^a  friend  of  the  administration— was  cut  down  by  the  knife 
bi  an  unknown  and  unprovoked  assassin,  and  his  fate,  like  that  of  the 
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dooBktd  iFictiioB  of  lihe  secret  councils  of  the  Venetiaa  mmiey  gofero- 
moht,  made  to  strike  a  hidden  terror  into  the  hearts  of  meS)  whieh 
swayed  them  the  more  the  more  deeply  they  concealed  it  in  their  own 
bosoms.  At  the  general  election  in  the  city,  the  hank  citadel  itself  was 
filled  with  musketry ;  and  in  one  of  the  election  precincts,  the  friends  of 
the  administration  were  fired  upon  by  the  partisans  of  the  bank.  One 
man  was  murdered,  and  scTcral  wounded.  By  these  bloody  cruelties; 
by  a  system  of  unrelenting  exclusion  of  every  democrat  from  the  em- 
ployment of  all  under  the  influence  of  the  bank,  the  city  government,  or 
those  having  the  control  of  the  Girard  fund,  the  spirit  of  the  city  demo- 
cracy has  been  thoroughly  subdued.  Every  man  in  the  city  must  now 
do  the  bidding  of  Mr.  Biddle,  or  he  is  nothing.  His  word  ia  law  with 
the  richest  merchant  and  the  poorest  porter.  Philadelphia  is  a  caor 
qaered  city,  and  the  bank  is  a  fortress  which  keeps  it  in  quiet  subjection. 
•  «  «  « 

In  Boston  this  class  (the  bankers)  had  almost  seized  upon  the  post* 
«jCce,  and  set  the  laws  regulating  it  at  defiance.  In  New  York,  Webb 
has  publicly  pledged  his  party  to  resist  the  independent  treasury  system 
if  enacted  by  Congress,  and  a  large  public  meeting,  called  to  respond  to 
this  threat,  applauded  the  speech  of  a  city  alderman,  who  re-echoed  the 
sentiments  of  the.  article  to  which  we  have  alluded.  In  Philadelphia, 
Mr.  Biddle  has  avowed  a  like  determination  in  regard  to  a  bill  before 
Congress  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  the  old  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  And  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  federal  party  in  New 
York  who  resolved  to  put  down  the  law,  and  shut  the  banks  against 
the  demands  of  those  who  held  their  promises  to  pay,  were  able  to  draw  out, 
at  dawn  of  day,  the  city  trainbands,  under  the  mayor's  order,  to  enforce 
the  midnight  decree  of  the  merchants  and  directors — and  when  we  see 
the  banks  throughout  the  Union  successfully  setting  at  nought  their  own 
charters,  the  }aw,  and  the  constitution,  and  making  their  will  the  law, 
we  are  not  to  be  surprised  that  those  who  command  the  banks  should 
set  the  government  at  defiance 


ON  TAXATION,  AND  EXTRAVAGANCE  OF  THE  CITY  GOVERNMENT. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

MORE  SHIN-PLASTERS — 260,000  DOLLARS. 

There  appears  to  be  a  design  on  the  part  of  our  city  authorities  to  con- 
tinue to  the  utmost  the  reign  of  shin-pl asters  in  this  city,  and  to  saddle 
the  public,  as  far  as  it  is  in  their  power,  with  this  odious,  and  in  truth 
now  altogether  ^unnecessary,  description  of  currency.  We  subjoin  a 
copy  of  the  ordinance  recently  passed  by  the  councils,  authorising  an  ad- 
ditional emission  of  shin-plasters  to  the  amount  of  260,000  dollars,  re- 
deemable in  1840,  two  years  hence,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  one 
per  cent,  per  annum ! 

The  whole  secret  of  this  matter  is,  that  the  city  councils  have  been  so 
wasteful  and  extravagant  in  their  administration  of  affairs,  that  although 
our  taxes  are  already  oppressively  heavy,  they  are  compelled  to  resort 
to  this  shin-plaster  operation  to  raise  funds.  They  have  so  conducted 
matters  that  they  can  obtain  money  in  no  other  way,  and  on  the  eve  of 
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what  must  result  in  ft  general  resumption  of  speeie  payments,  tlieyafe 
found  busily  at  work  in  endeayouring  to  patch  the  defects  of  bad  ma- 
nagement by  new  emissions  of  detestable  rags.  How  long  will  the  people 
continue  patiently  to  submit  to  the  effects  of  such  mal-admiuistratkn, 
and  thus  suffer  the  resources  and  the  credit  of  their  city  to  be  abused? 
Is  not  this  ordinance  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  city  administration 
papers  are  so  vehemently  opposed  to  a  resumption  ? 

An  Ordinance  making  provision  for  the  redemption  of  certain  Loam. 

Section  1.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
in  Select  and  Common  Councils  assembled,  That  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  redemption  of  the  following  loans,  viz. : — One  for  130,000  dollars, 
authorised  by  ordinance  passed  May  11th,  1837,  and  one  other  for 
130,000  dollars,  authorised  by  ordinance  passed  the  22nd  June,  1837;. 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  is  hereby  authorised  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the 
corporation,  at  such  times  as  the  Committee  on  Finance  may  direct,  the 
sum  of  260,000  dollars,  for  which  certificates,  to  be  signed  by  the  City 
Treasurer,  or  by  such  persons  as  he  shall  appoint  as  his  assistants  for 
that  purpose,  and  transferable  either  by  endorsement  or  by  delivery  only, 
shall  be  issued  in  such  form  and  in  such  amounts  as  the  Committee  of 
Finance  may  direct.  The  said  certificates  shall  not  be  redeemable  with* 
out  the  consent  of  the  holders  thereof,  before  the  18th  day  of  May, 
Anno  Domini  1840 ;  and  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent 
per  annum,  payable  when  the  same  are  redeemable,  at  the  office  of  the 
City  Treasurer. 

Enacted  into  an  Ordinance,  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  this  12th  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1838. 

Wm.  Rawlb,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Wm.  M.  Meredith,  President  of  the  Select  Council. 
Attes.— 'Levi  Hollinosworth,  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 


BRIBERY  exposed  ! — THE  PEOPLE  BETRAYED  !  ! 

From  the  Harrisburg  Reporter^  received  last  evening. 

THE  PEOPLE  ARE  BETRAYED  ! — THE  ARTS  OP  THE  BANK  HAVE  PREVAILED! 

Solemnly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  duties  of  our  situation,  we  dis- 
tinctly announce  to  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania,  that  they  have  no  longer 
the  least  ground  to  hope  that  the  Bank  Bill  will  be  defeated  in  the  Senate, 
We  cannot  express  the  feelings  of  deep  humiliation  and  dread  with  which 
we  proclaim  this  startling  fact.  And  when  we  state  that  one  firm  de- 
mocratic Senator  has  informed  us  that  ofiPers  of  large  sums  of  money 
were  made  to  him  if  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  it  is  Id  be  feared  that 
this  monster  has  resorted  to  the  exercise  of  a  most  unprincipled  and  cor^ 
rupting  influence. 

Will  the  high-minded  people  of  Pennsylvania  submit  to  a  galling 
monied  despotism  thus  fastened  upon  them  ?  Will  they  not  even  now 
rouse  up  without  a  moment's  delay,  and  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands  before  their  ruin  is  consummated?  All  other  hope  has  fled, — 
and  if  they  continue  to  sit  quiet  whilst  the  chains  of  the  aristocracy  are 
forging  for  them,  they  will  feel  them  about  their  necks  when  it  is  too  late 
to  shake  them  off! 
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We  learn  by  a  letter  ^m  Harrisburgy  dated  February  9,  that  the  Bena- 
tsnti  referred  to  above,  is  Colonel  Jacob  Krebs,  of  Schuylkill  county — 
^*  fbithful  found  among  the  faithless."  An  offer  was  made  to  him  of 
four  thousand  dollars,  if  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  to  recharier  the  United 
States  Bank,  to  be  increased,  in  the  event  of  a  certain  contingency  (the 
sale  of  property)  to  five  thousand  dollars !  He  patriotically  and  indig** 
nautly  rejected  the  base  proposition. 

After  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  Senate,  Colonel  Krebs  was  told 
that  if  he  voted  for  it  he  should  be  made  independent,  and  that  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  by  which  he  would  obtain  twenty  thousand  dol* 
lars  for  his  vote,  within  two  weeks  after  the  bill  should  become  a  law ! 

"  I  told  the  individual,"  says  this  incorruptible  patriot,  *^that,  poor 
as  I  am,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  not  sufficient  money  to  pur- 
chase me !" 

^^  Thus,"  observes  our  correspondent,  '^  it  has  come  to  light  that 
bribes  have  been  offered  to  a  senator  of  Pennsylvania  to  vote  for  this 
monied  monopoly,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  people !  Thanks  to 
his  noble  firmness,  he  scorned  the  bribe  and  the  miscreant  who  offered 
it ! " 

Now  what  say  the  people  ?  What  course  will  they  pursue  when  prac- 
tices like  this  are  employed  against  them  ?  Will  they  tamely  submit, 
or  arise  as  one  man  against  their  betrayers  ? 


EXTRACTS. 

Ths  following  extracts  from  Quvernors'  messages  will  show  how  the 
funds  have  been  raised  to  carry  on  the  schemes  for  cheating  the  working- 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  for  deceiving  the  English,  French,  and 
other  money-lenders.  So  extraordinarily  rich  and  substantial  did  these 
messages  make  Pennsylvania  appear^  that  they  caused  the  world  to  believe 
that  •*  capitalists  "  on  the  spot  were  eager  to  lend  money,  and  to  give  to 
the  borrower  a  handsome  premium  to  be  allowed  to  do  so ;  when  the  fact 
was,  that  they  lent  worthless  unredeemable  bits  of  paper  to  the  govern- 
ment as  money,  and  thus  jfastened  themselves  upon  the  deluded  nation  as 
public  creditors ;  and  in  the  name  of  interest,  instead  of  taxes,  take  these 
enormous  sums. 

This  Governor  Wolf— ay,  and  the  whole  legislative  assembly,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  are  the  makers  of  these  paper  notes  : — so  they 
first  make  and  then  borrow  of  themselves,  in  the  name  of  the  people, 
this  trash,  giving  basketsfull  of  it  to  get  the  borrowers  to  take  cart- 
loads. These  messages  ought  now  to  be  frequently  examined,  and  he 
that  from  such  experience  as  that  lately  past,  and,  indeed,  that  is  now 
going  on,  cannot  see  the  ignorance,  and  the  vilhiiny  of  them,  deserves,  ii 
it  is  possible  to  give  to  him,  greater  scourging  than  the  people  of  America 
Are  now  enduring. 
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GOVBRNOR  wolf's  MBSSAGIi  IN  163ilr  .     tr.-v; 

ExTsyoiMG  our  views  beyond  the  limits  oi  our  awfiaUte,  we  Imt 
abundant  cause  for  unaffected  felicitation  and  profound  gratitude  Uk  tte 
contemplation  of  our  increasing  greatness  as  a  people,  whose  projgressist 
improvement  has  been  rapid  and  extensive  beyond  the  example  Qf  any 
other  nation,  and  the  dignified  and  enviable  superiority  of  whose  govemi* 
ment,  institutions  and  laws,  in  comparison  with  those  of  every  otber 
country,  furnishes  a  subject  for  universal  admiration  and  respect  abroad, 
and  inspires  a  laudable  patriotic  pride,  veneration,  and  confidence  iJfc 
home. 

The  loan  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  authorized  by  the  act  cf 
dOth  of  March  last,  entitled,  '*  An  Act  authorizing  a  loan  of  monies  to  be 
invested  in  the  internal  improvement  fimd,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  repairs,  damages,  and  other  demand  upon  said  fund,  and  for  otfa^ 
purposes,"  was,  after  due  notice  given,  also,  taken  by  the  bank  >of  Pen&f- 
sylvania,  that  institution  i^eeing  to  pay  one  hundred  and  six  dollam  in 
money  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  of  stock  to  be  created  under 
the  said  act,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  that  being  the  best  offisr 
received  for  the  entire  loan,  was  accepted,  yielding  to  the  commonwealth 
the  further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  in  the  shape  of  a  premiwa 
or  bounty,  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  general  interest  fund.  *         * 

*****  But  so  partial  were  the  majority  of 
the  people  to  their  favourite  project  of  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
State,  that  it  was  not  until  the  unpropitious  and  unfavourable  course  of 
things  which  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1829,  when  the  credit  of  the 
commonwealth  became  depressed,  and  the  confidence  of  capitalists  and 
of  monied  institutions  had  been  shaken  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  and 
ability  of  the  fund  pledged  for  the  payment  of  interest,  when  permanent 
loans  could  not  be  obtained,  and  money  could  with  difficulty  be  borrowed 
on  temporary  loan  to  answer  the  pressing  emergencies  of  the  State,  and 
when  the  late  executive  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  requiring  a  spe* 
cial  session  of  the  legislature  to  relieve  the  commonwealth  from  the  eia- 
barrassments  which  were  pressing  upon  it  on  every  side,  that  any  un- 
easiness or  alarm  was  discoverable  on  their  part ;  nor  had  any  pppositioa 
to  a  progressive  system  of  improvement  until  then  manifested  itself  by 
petition,  or  in  any  shape  other  than  by  the  negative  votes  of  members  of  the 
legislature  constituting  the  minority  in  either  house.  It  was  thi»  unpro- 
pitious state  of  the  commonwealth's  affairs  that  induced  the  message  of 
the  14th  day  of  January,  1830,  to  the  two  houses,  exhibiting  the  stat^of 
the  indebtedness  of  the  commonwealth,  and  pressing  upon  them  the  uigeat 
necessity  of  providing  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  interest,  which  should 
be  both  ample  and  permanent.  This  measure  was  again  earnestly  pressed 
in  the  last  annual  message  to  the  legislature,  and  in  that  accompanying 
the  return  of  the  bill  of  the  21st  of  March  last,  entitled  "An  Act  to  ooii- 
tinue  the  improvement  of  the  State  by  canals  and  railroads,"  .to  the  Hous^ 
of  Representatives.  Whatever  may  have  been  thojeffect  of  Jhese  s^vdwl 
messages,  one  thing  is  certain,  that  in  a  very  short  time  after  the  jSrst  of 
them  had  been  read  in  the  two  houses,  capitalists  and  monied  inatitutigiui 
vied  with  each  other  as  to  which  of  them  should  obtain  the  State. loaaai 
high  premiums  were  offered  and  obtained,  under  the  eonvictioa  .and.iv 
the  entire  confidence  that  an  adequate  fund  for 
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pajrment  of  tKe  interest  would  be  establifihed ;  the  commonwealth  has 
ever  since  been  enabled  to  borrow  all  such  sums  as  her  exigencies 
fix)in  time  to  time  required,  upon  terms  highly  advantageous  to  her 
linftacial  operations  and  flattering  to  the  state  of  her  credit,  and  the  suni 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-sik  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  seventy- one  cents  has  since  been  paid  into  the  treasury  in 
^he  shape  of  premiums  upon  loans. 

To  this  prosperous  condition,  in  which  the  credit  of  the  state  has  been 
placed,'  is  to  be  ascribed  the  delay  for  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  the 
people  for  their  contributions  to  supply  the  interest  fund,  the  premiums 
paid  upon  loans  having,  until  the  last  semi-annual  payment  of  inte- 
rest, which  became  due  on  the  Ist  of  August  last,  so  far  aided  in  re* 
ptenishing  that  fund  as  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  entire  payment  of  the  in- 
terest as  it  became  due.  On  the  day  last  mentioned,  however,  a  deficiency  in 
that  fund  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty -six  thousand  two  hundred  and 
■evimty-six  dollars  and  ten  cents  occurred,  for  which  sum  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  resort  to  the  general  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
canals  and  railroads  ks  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  30th  of  March 
last.  As,  however,  this  mode  of  supplying  the  interest  fund  by  pre- 
niums  to  be  paid  upon  loans  cannot  be  expected  to  continue,  and  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  too  capricious  and  unsafe  to  be  relied  upon ; 
and  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  increasing  deficiencies  will  occur 
in  the  interest  fund  for  a  time,  .until  the  tolls  arising  from  the  public 
works  shall  be  sufficient  to  supply  them  (for  information  in  relation  to 
which  the  general  assembly  is  referred  to  the  report  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  internal  improvement  fund),  it  will  (lecome  necessary  to  supply 
those  deficiencies  by  a  resort  to  the  revenues  authorized  to  be  collected 
by  the  several  acts  of  assembly,  entitled,  ^'  An  Act  assessing  a  tax  on  per- 
sonal property,  to  be  collected  with  the  county-rates  and  levies,  for  the 
Use  of  the  Commonwealth,'*  and  '^  An  Act  to  increase  the  county-rates 
and  levies  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,"  passed  respectively  the  25th 
day  of  March  last. 

This  sum  of  twelve  millions  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
lour  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  with  the  ad- 
ditions that  will  be  required  to  finish  the  several  works,  may  seem  large 
to  most  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  to  constitute  a  debt  that  neither  we 
nor  oar  posterity  will  be  able  to  discharge.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who- 
believe  a  public  debt  to  be  a  public  blessing,  nor  would  I  willingly  lend 
iny  aid  as  a  public  functionary  to  involve  the  commonwealth  in  a  vision- 
ary eefaeme  of  ims^nary  improvement,  the  success  or  practicability  of 
which  would  be  entirely  of  doubtful  experiment,  and  the  utility  or  pub- 
lie  advantage  of  which  would  be  altogether  problematical  or  uncertain. 
'  Neither  o(  these  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  case  with  the  plan  of  improve- 
nients  now  prosecuting  in  this  state ;  but  if  it  were  otherwise,  there  has 
been  no  period  within  the  last  two  years  when  the  progress  of  the  sytrtem 
ccnlld  havebeen  arrested  without  producing  consequences  not  only  in- 
volving in  inextricable  ruin  and  destruction  individuals,  contractors,  and 
ethers,  hirgely  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  works,  but  the  state 
itMilf  in  difiicaltiea  of  the  most  disastrous  character,  from  which  it  could 
Bot  have  been  extricated  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  pursuing  a 
if«oi^ting  eouTse  of  policy,  «nd  of  a  want  of  good  faith  in  its  transactions 
widi  ind^vidaitb ;  becudes  being  justly  chargeable  with  a  want  of  that 
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bold  and  magnanimous  spirit  of  enterprise  which  her  abundant  re- 
sources, and  the  wealth,  and  prosperity  she  enjoys  in  such  profusion 
would  justly  entitle  her  to  entertain  and  to  indulge,  the  loss  of  from  ten 
to  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  abandonment  to  ruin  and  entire 
destruction  of  works,  when  finished,  would  be  considered  proud  monu- 
ments of  Pennsylvania's  wisdom  and  greatness,  but,  if  abandoned,  must, 
and  inevitably  would  be,  considered  the  degrading  monuments  of  her 
imbecility  and  folly — ^would,  I  should  suppose,  satisfy  the  most  sceptical 
of  the  consummate  disgrace  and  ignominy  to  which  such  a  course  of 
policy  must  necessarily  have  subjected  her.  Besides,  without  in  that 
case  possessing  a  single  work  of  valuable  improvement  within  the  State, 
her  debt,  with  all  the  interest  accumulating  thereon,  would,  without 
any  aid  to  be  derived  from  any  other  source,  be  drawn  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  by  a  heavy  and  burdensome  taxation. 


Governor  Wolffs  Message^  December  dth^  1832. 

Tbb  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  however,  offered  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
dollars  and  eight  cents  in  money  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  being  the  high- 
est offer  for  the  whole  loan,  the  same  was  accepted,  and  the  loan  awardsd 
to  that  institution. 

The  same  course  of  proceeding  was  adopted  in  relation  to  the  loan  of 
300,000  dollars  authorised  by  act  of  5th  of  April  last.  Offers  at  an  ad- 
vanced premium  were  made  by  the  persons  composing  the  same  firms  in 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  also  by  the  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania} the  latter  having  made  the  most  advantageous  offer,  being  no 
less  than  115  dollars  and  9  cents  in  money  for  every  100  dollars  in  stock 
bearing  an  interest  at  five  per  cent,  the  same  was  accepted,  and  the  sum 
thus  borrowed  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
applied  to  the  several  objects  contemplated  by  the  act.  Copies  of  the 
correspondence,  in  reference  to  the  loans,  will  be  laid  before  you.  It 
may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  in  negociating  the  several  loans 
above  mentioned,  there  will  have  been  a  clear  gain  to  the  commonwealth, 
after  the  remaining  instalments  shall  have  been  paid  over,  of  375,964 
dollars  and .  14  cents  in  premiums  or  bounties,  paid  for  no  other  con- 
sideration than  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  loan.  *        *        * 

And  here  permit  me  to  remark,  that  so  far  from  this  administration 
being  obnoxious  to  the  ungenerous  charge  of  haying  involved  the  State 
in  inextricable  ruin,  by  plunging  it  into  an  onerous  and  overwhelming 
debt,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  hard  earnings  of  its  citizens  of  eyery 
grade  and  condition  wiU,  from  time  to  time,  be  filched  from  them,  it 
will  soon  be  made  manifest  that  a  fund  has  been  secured  to  the  common- 
wealth, proceeding  from  the  very  improvements  for  which  the  debt  was 
contracted,  which  will  not  only  relieve  the  citizens  from  future  taxation, 
as  well  for  payment  of  interest  as  for  other  state  purposes,  but  will  en- 
able the  government  at  no  distant  day  to  establish  a  sinking  ^nd  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt  itself,  which,  if  faithfully  and  steadily  applied  to 
that  object,  wiU  at  no  very  remote  period  place  the  state  in  the  enviable 
condition  of  possessing  an  annual  revenue  of  several  millions  of  dollars, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  will  have  been  entirely  exonerated  and  discharged 
fiom  all  its  debts  oontracted  for  &e  purposea  of  intenoal  imptovementb 
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Governor  Wolf*9  Message^  December  2nd,  1835. 

The  loan  last  mentioned  was  negociated  in  the  usual  manner,  under 
the  usual  notice,  and  was  awarded  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  at  a 
premium  of  12  dollars  and  2  cents  upon  every  100  dollars  of  stock  bear* 
ing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum ;  in  other  words,  the  bank 
pays  to  the  State  115,343  dollars  and  92  cents  for  the  privilege  of  loan- 
mg  her  959,600  dollars  for  thirty  years,  at  the  rate  of  interest  just  men- 
tioned. The  correspondence  in  relation  to  this  loan  will  be  laid  before 
you. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  internal  improvement  policy  adopted 
by  the  State  in  1826,  to  the  present  period,  we  have  expended,  in  the 
construction^of  canals  and  railroads,  22,420,003  dollars  and  32  cents. 
The  whole  of  this  sum  has  been  borrowed  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  and  has  yielded  to  the  Treasury  in  premiums  upon  the  re- 
spective loans  an  aggregate  of  1,356,653  dollars  and  36  cents.  Of  this 
sum,  1,298,218  dollars  and  36  cents  were  received  upon  loans  nego- 
ciated since  the  18th  day  of  December,  1829,  and  regularly  applied  in 
aid  of  other  funds  appropriated  to  the  same  object,  to  the  payment  of 
interest  accruing  upon  the  public  debt.         •        •        *        *        • 

*  *  *  *  •  The  premiums  upon  loans,  should  it  be 
deemed  expedient  to  borrow  money  for  further  extensions  of  the  public 
works,  will  be  sufiicient  to  liquidate  all  the  claims  for  interest  and  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  without  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  other  means  to  meet  those  objects.         *        *        •        • 

*  *  *  *  *  An  evil,  in  my  apprehension,  of  no  ordinary 
magnitude,  has  been  introduced  into  our  legislation,  against  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  which,  and  its  further  progress,  I  would  beg  leave 
most  earnestly  to  remonstrate — I  mean  the  practice  of  guaranteeing  by 
legislative  enactment  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  the  capital  em- 
ployed by  companies  incorporated  for  accomplishing  some  alleged  object 
of  improvement,  in*  which  the  state  has  no  direct  or  immediate  interest  : 
thus  placing  the  commonwealth  in  the  attitude  of  an  underwriter,  in- 
suring to  the  corporators  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  in- 
vested in  a  project  which,  when  completed,  may  never  yield  three  or 
even  one  per  cent. :  in  short,  it  is  insuring  that  against  all  risk  which 
was  undertaken  as  a  speculation  at  a  risk ;  so  far  at  least,  as  the  usual 
rates  of  intere^  now  paid  for  loans  is  concerned  :  a  perseverance  in  this 
course  of  legislation  will,  before  long,  operate  like  a  canker  upon  the 
public  purse;  and  reduce  your  treasury  to  a  state  of  financial  embarrass- 
inent,'  from  which  it  will  require  no  ordinary  skill  as  well  as  means  to 
relieve  it. 

The  prosperity  of  our  country  throughout  its  whole  extent  is  gi*eat  be- 
yond all  former  example,  but  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  whilst  our  hearts 
should  be  filled  with  gratitude  and  humble  devotion  for  the  bounties  of 
Providence  to  Him  who  bestows  them,  there  should  have  been  manifested 
in  gome  portions  of  the  Union  a  spirit  of  wantonness  and  insubordination, 
which  have  set  aside  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  and  executed  summary 
vengeance  upon  the  devoted  heads  of  whosoever  might  fall  within  its 
power,  according  to  its  own  undefined,  illicit  code  of  criminal  justice. 
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Message  of  the  Governor^  on  returning  the  Bill  making  apprapriaHont 

to  the  Improvement  St/stem :  giving  his  reasons  for  refusing  his  sig^ 

nature  thereto, 

April  5iA,  1831 

I  CANNOT  sign  this  bill  for  the  following  reasons :  because;' 

ist.  Its  main  feature  is  the  distribution  of  a  great  portion  of  the  present 
resources  of  the  commonwealth  among  works  not  owned  by  the  State, 
and  its  consequent  withdrawal  from  the  future  prosecution  of  the  public 
works,  and  from  the  present  decrease  of  the  State  debt. 

2nd.  It  bestows  on  capitalists  and  speculators  the  money  which  is  the 
property  of  the  whole  people,  thereby  enriching  individuals  and  sections, 
to  the  injury  of  the  rest  of  the  community. 

3d.  It  not  only  thus  fritters  away  the  means  which  should  now  other- 
wise be  applied,  but,  by  enabling  the  companies  who  are  the  recipients 
of  its  liberality  to  commence  and  prosecute  works  which  they  will  not 
be  able  to  complete,  it  embarks  the  State^so  far  in  those  works,  that  she 
will,  at  no  distant  day,  be  compelled  to  increase  her  present  debt  for  the 
purpose  of  finishing  them,  or  lose  what  is  now  proposed  to  be  given. 

4th.  It  will  inevitably  increase  the  State  debt  in  four  years  to 
45,000,000  dollars,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  short  statement. 

Dollars. 
The  Erie  Extension  of  the  main  line  will  cost         • 
The  North  Branch  Extension       •         •         .  • 

The  Gettysburgh  Railroad  .... 

Tangascootack  and  Sinnemahoning  Canal        •  • 

West  Branch  and  Alleghany  CanS       .  . 

Red  Bank  and  Franklin  Canal    »  •  •  . 

Red  Bank  and  Freeport     .         ,  .'         .  . 

Wisconisco  Feeder     •...,. 
Avoiding  inclined  plane  on  Columbia  Railroad 


3,000,000 
3,000,000 
1,300,000 
1,000,000 
4,000,000 
2,000,000 
1,200,000 
200,000 
500,000 


Total  to  complete  State  works     •         .         •         .1 6,200,000 

The  Company  works  commenced  by  this  bill  will  cost  as  follows : — 

Freeport  and  Newcastle  Railroad           ....  1,000,000 

Pittsburgh  and  Laughlinstown  Raihroad         .          .          •  1,500,000 
Chambersburg  and  Laughlinstown  Railroad  (which  must 

be  constructed  to  complete  the  connexion)    .          ...  3,000,000 

Lewisburg,  Penn's  Valley,  and  HoUidaysburg  Railroad      .  2,500,000 

Beaver  and  Coneaut  Railroad 460,000 

Total  to  complete  Company  works       .         •  9,060,000 

Of  this  last  sum,  before  the  different  works  are  completed, 
the  State  will,  bevond  a  doubt,  be  compelled  to  advance 
not  less  than  one-half,  or  else  lose  the  whole,  say  .     4,530,000 

To  which  add  the  above  cost  of  State  works    .  .  .   16,200,000 

Making  of  debt  which  this  bill  will  produce    .  .  •  20,790,000 

To  which  add  the  present  State  debt     .  .  •  •  24,330,000 

Total  debt  which  will  exist  when  the  system  contem- 
plated by  this  bill  is  completed      •  «        .  45,120,000 
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It  IB  pceeUMied  that  the  above  estimates,  if  they  should  vary  from  the 
actual  cost  of  the -works*  will  be  found  to  fall  below,  rather  than  exceed  it. 
They  are  all  derived  from  the  reports  of  engineers^  which  are  found  in 
most  cases  to  be  far  short  of  the  ultimate  expensci  or  from  a  comparison 
vrith  the  known  cost  of  similar  works. 

If  it  should  be  objected  to  this  calculation,  that  part  of  the  above  cost 
of  State  works  has  either  been  already  incurred,  or  is  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  and  therefore  should  not  be  included — the  reply  is,  that  the  portion 
already  laid  out  will  not,  in  all  probability,  be  equal  to  one- fourth  of  th^ 
amount  which  their  actual  expense  will  exceed  their  estimated  cost ;  and 
that  the  proportion  provided  for  by  this  bill  is  borrowed  money — or  at 
least  such  as  the  State  may  before  long  be  called  on  to  repay.  It  may 
therefore  be  fairly  assumed,  as  a  calculation  within  bounds,  that  the 
frassage  of  this  bill  will  cause  an  addition  of  21,000,000  dollars  to  our 
present  debt  of  about  24,000,000 — making  a  gross  debt,  at  a  date  no  more 
remote  than  1841,  of  45,000,000.  I  am  not  prepared  to  sanction  this, 
nor  to  become  an  agent  in  saddling  such  an  incumbrance  upon  the  farms 
and  industry  of  Pennsylvania's. 

5th.  If  this  bill  and  the  other  proposed  measures  of  the  legislature 
become  laws,  the  State  will  be  left  without  a  single  dollar  of  unappro- 
priated money  in  her  treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session. 
Though  the  last  legislature  replenished  the  public  coffers  with  near 
4,000,000,  and  the  present  has  received  a  like  sum,  your  successors  will, 
nevertheless,  be  compelled  either  to  abandon  the  prosecution  of  the  public 
works,  or  to  borrow  money  to  carry  them  on,  and  pay  interest  on  the 
debt.  No  aid  is  to  be  calculated  on  from  the  national  treasury.  On  the 
contrary,  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  the  State  in  a  condition  to  meet 
any  demands  for  repayment  which  may  be  made  on  her  from  that 
quarter.  *  *  *  . 

8th.  Not  only  will  its  consequences  be  injurious  to  the  finances,  but 
to  the  morals  of  the  State.  The  bare  probability  of  the  passage  of  the 
bill  has  already  unsettled  the  condition  of  whole  sections  of  the  State, 
and  has  given  a  new  stimulus  to  the  over-excited  spirit  of  speculation* 
If  this  state  of  things  be  fomented  and  continued,  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
injury  which  may  result.  While  the  gambling  spirit  of  speculation  is 
confined  to  the  large  towns,  society  may  bear  it  without  material  detri- 
ment ;  but  if  it  once  infect  and  derange  the  productive  industry  of  the 
country,  the  public  prosperity  will  be  shattered  in  its  very  elements.  If 
the  mania^  which  now  rages  among  those  who  speculate  in  the  surplus 
property  of  the  country,  once  seize  those  who  alone  render  property  va- 
luable, there  is  an  end  to  all  hope  of  continued  prosperity. 


From  the  New  York  CoMner— 1838. 

COMMONWEALTH  BANK  OF  BOSTON. 

With  reference  to  this  institution,  its  failure  creates  no  surprise  ;  the 
only  wonder  is  that  it  did  not  explode  months  ago.  Nothing  but  the 
universal  suspension  of  specie  payments  prevented  it  from  being  blown 
"  sky-high,  sir— sky-high"— as  John  Randolph  would  have  said — in 
May  last.  It  was  one  of  the  original  pet  banks,  and  acted  from  the  first 
moment  of  receiving  the  public  money  on  the  express  injunctions  of  Pre- 
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Bident  Jaekmn,  diroughMr.  Secretary  Taney,  to  eKtend  itadkoomite  tothe 
QtmoBt,  with  a  view  of  filling  the  vacuum  occftskmed  by  the  irithdnwal 
of  the  llnited  States  Bank,     it  started  forthwith  on  a  career  of  the  most 
reckless  and  unjustifiable  eicpansions.     It  nurtured  every  descnption  of 
wild  and  preposterous  speculation.     Men  who  never  before  had  tlie 
management  of  more  money  than  would  answer  the  exigencies  of  a 
amall  business  found  themselves  suddenly  in  possession  of  uncounted 
^thousands,  and  grew  absolutely  crazy  on  thdr  golden  prospects.    The 
f&ithful  rolled  in  an  affluence  which  they  knew  not  how  to  enjoy.    They 
thought  the  money  was  theirs  for  life,  and  never  dreamed  of  pay-day— 
and  they  bought  forests  in  Maine,  utterly  guiltless  of  anything  like 
timber — and  town-lots  west,  buried  ten  feet  under  water — and  fanni 
that  will  not  be  touched  by  the  plough  for  half  a  century — and  every 
manner  of  bubble  and  bauble  that  the  wit  of  roan  could  devise.     Then 
Canton  stock  flourished — run  up  by  the  pet  bank  operators  in  a  week 
from  40  dollars  to  250  dollars,  by  plying  the  ball  well  between  Bos* 
ton  and  New  York ;  and  then  the  India  Rubber  Companies  set  up  the 
most  remarkable  system  of  humbug  that  ever  imposed  on  a  public 
The  Roxbury  India  Rubber  went,  perhaps,  a  little  beyond  anything  of 
the  kind  on  this  side  of  the  water.    Say  that  the  shares  were  ori- 
ginally at  40  dollars — a  very  large  dividend  was  declared,  and,  the 
shares  being  doubled  by  division,  the  half-share  sold  as  well  as  the 
whole ;  and,  after  some  half-dozen  more  divisions  and  subdivisions,  the 
shares,  which  might  have  cost  the  original  holdaiis  somelhinglikefivedd- 
lars  or  less,  ran  up  to  100  dollars,  and  remained  at  that  notch  weeks 
together.  Afterwards  the  same  stock  fell  to  some  20  dollars  a  share,  a  new 
division  of  it  took  place,  a  new  assessment  was  made,  and  the  etock  fefi 
from  20  to  nothing ;  and,  if  it  could  have  fallen  any  lower,  we  doubt 
not  that  it  would  have  continued  falling  to  this  day.     Of  the  same  de* 
acription  of  humbug  was  the  Malleable  Iron  Company,  the  atockof  which 
was  run  up  precisely  in  the  same  way — ^by  precisely  the  same  men — 
bought  by  very  much'the  same  set  of  dupes — and,  we  believe,  feti  uMi* 
mately  to  the  same  point  of  zero. 


EIPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND   DIRECTORS  OF  THE   MORRIS  CANAL   AND 

BANKING  COMPANT  TO  THE  STOCKHOLDERS. 

ExtnKt — Jatmmyt  1635. 

*  •  «  •  *  «  « 

In  thus  far  considering  the  situation  and  prospects  of  the  Company,  no 
allusion  has  been  made  to  that  portion  of  the  charter  which  invests  it 
with  the  privilege  of  banking,  taking  trusts,  and  dealing  in  bills  of  ex- 
change. 

From  this  synopsis  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  this  comnany  is  io 
possession  of  powers  and  privilegea  to  an  extent  having  no  parallel  in  the 
United  States,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  would,  at  this  moment,  be' 
considered  a  cheap  purchase  at  a  pieHiium  of  half  a  milUoR  of  doDars. 


APPBNDIX  IX.  499. 

FAILURES  IN  NEW  ORLEANS  IN  IQ31. 

The  New  Orleans  True  American  has  the  following  startling  notice  of 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  recent  failures  in  that  city : — 

**  The  gross  amount  of  failures  in  this  city,  from  a  careful  estimate,  ia 
reckoned  at  ninety-seven  millions.  This  was  up  to  the  4th  inst.  It  is 
now  considerably  over  one  hundred  millions.  In  the  end  the  deficit  will 
be  over  fifty  millions,  even  if  the  property  in  existence  be  sold  at  the 
most  favourable  rates.*' 


APPENDIX   IX. 

A  FEW  INSTANCES  OF  THE  BURNING  OF  CHURCHES  AND  OTHER  OUTRAGES 
PERPETRATED  AGAINST  ECCLESIASTICAL  BUILDINGS,  AND  AGAINST  TEE 
FREEDOM  OF  RELIGIOUS  OPINION. 

From  a  New  York  Pofer, 

The  worst  anticipations  of  the  day  have  been  realized.  For  ^vt  hours  our 
city  has  been  the  prey  of  an  infuriated  mob,  or  rather  mobs,  who  have  been 
carrying  destruction  before  them  in  every  direction.  All  the  efforts  of  the 
watch,  and  of  the  military,  as  they  were  conducted,  have  not  availed  to 
stay  the  work  of  desolation,  nor  scarcely  to  retard  its  progress.  Proba- 
bly not  less  than  one  thousand  troops  have  been  on  duty,  including  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry;  but  so  general  was  the  impression  among  the 
mob  of  the  illegality  of  firing  upon  them  without  the  presence  of  the 
Governor,  that  they  were  rather  disposed  to  laugh  than  to  tremble  at 
their  approach.  If  this  impression  is  erroneous,  it  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately removed.  Affairs  have  come  to  such  a  pitch,  that  severe  mea- 
sures must  be  adopted,  or  our  government  is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Tappan*s  store  was  attacked  at  half-past  nine  last  evening  by  a 
number  of  boys  and  men,  who  fired  volleys  of  stones  and  broke  the 
upper  windows,  but  did  not  attempt  to  force  the  doors* 

Between  ten  and  eleven  a  large  mob  assembled  at  Doctor  Cox's 
church  in  Laight-street,  and  smashed  in  the  door  and  windows,  and 
demolished  the  interior  of  the  building.  From  the  church  they  pro-* 
ceeded  to  Gharlton-street,  where  he  resides,  but  a  strong  detachment  of 
watchmen  were  placed  in  a  line  across  the  east  end  of  the  street,  and  pxe- 
vented  all  ingress  to  it.  After  remaining  some  time  about  Charlton- 
Btreet  the  mob  proceeded  to  Spring-street,  and  attacked  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ludlow's  church,  when  a  small  body  of  watchmen  arrived,  and  put  a 
momentary  stop  to  their  proceedings,  and  took  one  or  two  of  the  ring* 
leaders  into  custody.  Their  companions,  however,  soon  liberated  them, 
beat  the  watchmen  off,  and  maltreated  some  of  them.   They  then  recom* 
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menced  the  work  of  destruction,  broke  in  the  doors,  shattered  the 
windows  to  atoms,  and  entered  the  church.  In  a  short  time  they  brolce 
up  the  interior  of  it,  destroying  whatever  they  could.  The  session^house 
adjoining  shared  the  same  fete.  A  small  party  of  horse  now  arrived, 
who  appeared  deterred  from  acting  on  account  of  the  immense  disparity 
of  numbers,  as  the  mob  then  amounted  to  several  thousands,  and 
galloped  off  without  attempting  to  interfere.  In  order  to  prevent  their 
return,  the  mob  erected  a  strong  barrier  composed  of  carts  and  pieces  of 
timber  across  the  street  at  each  side  of  the  church.  About  half-past 
eleven  a  strong  detachment  of  cavalry  and  infantry  arrived  on  the  ground, 
and  the  cavalry  charged  at  full  gallop  against  the  first  barrier,  which 
gave  way,  and  they  passed  on  to  the  second,  against  which  several  of 
their  horses  fell  before  they  got  through  it.  They  then  cleared  the  middle 
of  the  street,  and  the  infantry  took  possession  of  the  church,  the  interior 
of  which  was  already  nearly  demolished. 

As  if  the  tragedy  which  had  just  been  performed  was  not  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  mob,  a  gentleman,  whose  name  we  believe  is  Wood,  added  a 
&rce  to  it  by  addressing  the  mob  in  the  most  outr^  style,  commencing 
his  discourse  bv  saying  that  he  was  neither  a  civil  nor  military  officer,  and 
declaring  that  he  would  willingly  cut  the  ears  off  of  any  man  who  would 
propose  to  amalgamate  a  black  man  and  white  woman.  He  then  went 
on  to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  course  which  the  mob  was  pursuing, 
and  requested  them  to  withdraw,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  mili- 
tary would  withdraw  first.  He  then  turned  round  to  the  military,  and 
in  an  authoritative  tone  desired  them  to  face  about.  The  military, 
however,  maintained  their  ground,  and  the  mob,  after  first  enjoying 
a  hearty  laugh,  commenced  yelling  and  hissing  in  a  most  tremendous 
manner. 

A  sort  of  compact  was  then  agreed  on  between  them  and  the  mob,  by 
which  the  military  were  to  leave  the  ground  and  the  mob  immediateh^  to 
disperse.  The  military  then  marched  off,  but  the  mob,  instead  of  fdlfin- 
ing  their  part  of  the  agreement,  returned  into  the  church,  rang  the  bell  in 
token  of  triumph,  and  again  began  to  destroy  whatever  remained  unde- 
molished.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the  military  again  returned  and 
took  possession  of  the  church.  About  midnight  the  mob  began  to  dis- 
perse, but  neither  willingly  nor  in  large  numbers,  nor  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  do  away  the  impression  that  they  might  not  renew  the  attack. 

Whilst  this  mob  was  spending  its  fury  upon  the  churches  in  Laight- 
street  and  Spring-street,  another  mob  assembled  at  the  African  church, 
opposite  the  Opera-house.  They,  however,  retired,  after  dashing  a  few 
atones  into  the  windows. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  a  detachment  of  the  mob  pro- 
ceeded from  Spring-street  church  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ludlow's  house  in 
Thompson -street,  between  Prince  and  Houston,  broke  the  windows  and 
doors,  but  were  prevented  from  going  in  by  the  arrival  of  a  squadron  of 
cavalry.    Mr.  Ludlow  and  his  family  were  out  of  town. 

About  eleven  o'clock  another  mob  attacked  St.  Philip's  African  Episco- 
pal church  in  Centre-street, — Rev.  Peter  Williams,  a  coloured  man, 
pastor, — and  demolished  it  almost  entirely,  including  a  fine  organ. 
Tlie  furniture  they  took  out  and  burned  it  in  the  street. 

The  windows  of  the  African  Baptist  church  in  Anthony-street  were 
liroken  to  atoms. 
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The  African  school-house  in  Orange-street,  which  is  also  used  as  a 
Methodist  meeting-house,  was  totally  demolished. 
,  Several  houses  where  coloured  people  resided,  in  Orange-street  and 
^ulherry-street,  between  Anthony  and  Walker,  and  about  the  Five 
Points,  were  greatly  injured  or  totally  destroyed.  The  mob  compelled  the 
occupants  of  the  houses  to  set  lights  at  the  windows,  and  wherever 
coloured  people  were  seen,  or  no  lights  were  shown,  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion commenced.  In  one  case  a  coloured  woman  advanced  to  the  win- 
dow with  her  light,  when  in  an  instant  some  missile  was  sent  which 
knocked  her  down  and  extinguished  the  light. 

Two  houses  in  Anthony-street  were  attacked,  and  the  furniture  brought 
out  into  the  street  and  burned.  One  or  two  in  Leonard-street  shared  the 
same  fate. 

The  distress  occasioned  to  the  families  in  this  vicinity,  both  whites  and 
blacks,  by  this  unexpected  visit,  was  very  great.  Although  many  of  the 
inhabitants  are  of  dissolute  character,  there  are  others,  particularly  a 
number  of  Irish  families,  whose  only  crime  was  that  they  were  poor. 


FIRE. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian,  * 

We  regret  to  announce  the  destruction,  by  fire,  of  the  spacious  and 
valuable  meeting-house.  No.  5,  Wall-street,  near  Broadway,  known  as 
"  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York,"  and  owned  by  the  con- 
gregation under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Phillips.  More 
especially  do  we  regret  it,  as,  from  the  best  information  we  have  been 
able  to  gather,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  set  fire  to 
by  an  incendiary. 

There  had,  we  learn,  been  neither  fire  nor  light  inside  of  the  church 
for  more  than  two  months — the  night  meetings  of  the  congr^ation  being 
held  in  an  adjacent  building.  On  Saturday  forenoon  the  sexton,  Mr. 
Crane,  opened  the  church,  for  the  purpose  of  dusting  the  cushions  and 
furniture,  and  one  of  the  doors  was  left  unlocked  in  the  afternoon, 
for  some  occasion  connected  with  the  above  service.  At  half  after  five 
in  the  afternoon  a  smoke  was  seen  issuing  out  through  the  roof,  on  the 
west  side,  near  the  steeple.  On  discovering  it,  a  man  engaged  in  the 
erection  of  a  building  adjacent  immediately  entered  the  church,  and 
ascended  to  a  room  in  the  steeple,' under  the  belfry,  whence  there  was  an 
entrance  by  an  aperture  about  three  feet  square  into  the  space  between 
the  dome  and  the  roof.  He  found  the  smoke  issuing  in  dense  volumes 
from  that  space  through  the  aperture,  while  no  other  part  of  the  building 
was  then  on  fire.  As  there  were  no  materials  there,  in  the  knowledge 
of  any  one,  that  could  produce  spontaneous  combustion,  and  as  the  roof 
was  covered  with  slate,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  the  fire  must 
have  been  placed  there  intentionally. 

The  space  above  mentioned,  being  filled  with  timbers  for  the  support 
of  the  roof  and  dome,  afforded  abundance  of  aliment  for  the  flames, 
which,  in  a  few  minutes,  and  before  the  alarm  collected  the  fire-depart- 
ment in  sufficient  force  to  arrest  their  progress,  had  burst  out  and  en- 
veloped the  upper  part  of  the  building.  In  a  short  time  they  commu- 
nicated to  the  steeple,  which,  a  little  before  seven  o'clock,  fell  iawards» 
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with  the  bell,  through  the  roof.  The  cushions,  books,  &c,,  were  mostly 
rescued,  but  all  the  remaining  contents  of  the  church,  including  a  valu- 
able  organ  and  chandelier,  were  entirely  consumed,  leaving  the  four 
xnassiye  walls  standing  bare. 

This  church  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  city.  It  was  founded  in  1709, 
enlarged  in  1748,  and  rebuilt  in  1810  at  a  cost  of  42,000  dollars.  It  was 
insured  for  20,000  dollars  in  two  offices — 10,000  dollars  in  each. 


¥rom  the  Boston  Morning  Post^ 

Mtsterious  CiRciTMSTANCB. — On  Monday  night  last,  about  half-past 
eight  o'clock,  an  explosion  took  place  directly  in  front  of  the  Congrega- 
tional meeting-house,  where  the  choir  of  singers  were  at  the  time  assem- 
bled for  the  purpose  of  singing.  It  proved  to  be  an  old  and  rusty  gun- 
barrel,  which  was  split  into  several  pieces,  one  of  which,  about  four 
inches  in  length,  passed  directly  through  the  front  window  and  lodged 
in  the  room  of  the  house  occupied  by  Captain  Charles  Carrier.  Provi- 
dentially no  one  at  the  time  was  in  the  room.  Had  any  one  been  sit- 
ting by  the  window  at  the  time  the  result  would  have  been  fatal. 

The  gun  was  placed  at  the  fence  by  the  side  of  the  road,  evidently 
pointing  4o  the  meeting-house.  It  was  supposed  to  have  been  fired  by 
means  of  a  slow  match. 


From  the  Pennsylvania. 

INFAMOUS. 

The  building  for  public  worship  in  Pikeland  township,  Chester  county, 
denominated  St.  Peter's  Church,  was  set  fire  to,  as  is  supposed,  by  some 
incendiary,  on  the  night  of  the  20th  instant,  and  entirely  consumed. 

Office  of  the  Telegraph,  Harrisburg, 
Oct.  21,  1838,  half-past  10,  p.m. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  another  awfiil  and  destructive 
conflagration,  one  exceeding  in  its  desolation  that  of  July  last,  and  de- 
stroying in  its  course  the  Lutheran  church,  the  finest  church  in  Harris* 
burg. 

The  fire  commenced  at  about  five  o'clock,  in  the  carpenter's  shop  of 
Messrs.  Holman  and  Simons,  in  Market-street,  just  opposite  to  where 
the  fire  was  arrested  in  July  last,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  woik 
of  an  incendiary,  as  there  had  been  no  fire  in  the  shop  this  season. 

The  loss  of  property  is  about  25,000  dollars.  The  church  cost  15,000 
dollars  when  built,  and  its  organ,  with  all  the  interior,  except  the  chan- 
deliers, was  consumed. 


Church  Burned. — ^The  Catholic  Church  at  Burlington,  Vt,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  10th  inst.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  work 
of  an  incendiary,  as  no  fire  had  been  used  in  the  building  for  several  days. 


A  SLIGHT  disturbance  took  place  in  an  African  church  in  New  York 
on  Sunday  night.  The  mob  took  possession  for  an  hour,  and  then  quietly 
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disperaed.  On  Taesday  morning,  at  two  o'clock,  the  tranquillity  of  New 
York  remained  undisturbed.  It  is  said  that  during  the  riot  twenty 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property  was  destroyed ;  seven  churches  were 
attacked  and  move  or  less  injured,  and  twenty  prirate  houses  were 
stripped. 

Thk  mob  has  lately  erected  itself  into  an  ecclesiastical  tribunal :  it 
has  undertaken  to  settle  points  in  theology,  and  prescribe  a  style  of 
preaching ;  and  the  penalties  it  denounces  against  those  who  do  not  ad- 
here to  its  decisions  are  rows,  broken  heads,  and  bloody  noses.  We  taJce 
from  a  moniing  paper  an  account  of  a  second  attempt  to  stop  the  wor- 
ship at  Chatham-street  chapel. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

**  Rioting.— -On  Sunday  evening,  while  Divine  Service  was  being  hdd 
in  Chatham-street  chapel,  Assistant  Alderman  Erben  was  passing  by  it, 
and  had  his  attention  attracted  by  five  or  six  disord^ly  parsons  who 
were^endeavouring  to  force  their  way  into  the  church,  against  the  oon- 
sent  of  the  sexton.  Mr.  Erben  lemonstrated  with  them  on  the  impro- 
priety of  their  conduct,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  than  to  go  away, 
but,  finding  persuasion  ineffectual,  he  went  to  the  watehhouse  for  assist* 
ance,  and  on  his  return  with  some  of  the  watchmen  he  found  that  a 
mob  of  several  hundred  persons  had  in  the  interim  ooUected  outside  the 
chapel,  and  had  just  deliberately  passed  a  resolution  to  break  in  the 
doors  of  the  chapel.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  Mr.  Erben  lost  no  time 
in  collecting  a  posse  of  watchmen  and  peace-officers  sufficiently  strong  to 
awe  the  rioters  and  prevent  them  executing  their  designs,  and  he  finally 
succeeded  in  dispersing  them." 


From  the  New  York  Evening  Po$t, 

This  conduct  of  the  mob,  we  t.ake  it,  is  all  right  and  proper,  ac(2tfrding 
to  the  modem  fashionable  doctrines  on  this  subject.  Why  not?  If  the 
mob  have  a  right  to  prescribe  what  shall  be  a  man's  political  faith,  and 
to  interdict  by  the  tenor  of  violence  the  expression  of  opposite  opinions, 
what  should  prevent  these  same  excellent  judges  of  what  other  people 
ought  to  think  from  exercising  the  same  wholesome  jurisdiction  over  re- 
ligious creeds  ?  The  heretic  in  politics  endangers  our  temporal  state; 
the  heretic  in  religion  endangers  the  soul.  We  should  not  wonder  if, 
by  and  by,  the  mob  should  take  a  dislike  to  lawn  sleeves ;  nor  if,  after 
holding  an  ecclesiastical  council  at  a  neighbouring  grocery,  a  drunken 
rabble  should  rush  into  the  church  where  the  excellent  bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  church  is  officiating,  and  undertake  to  divest  him  of  his  sur- ' 
plice.    We  are  going  on  a  pace  which  will  shortly  bring  us  to  this. 


From  the  Boston  Morning  PosU 

It  is  well  known  that  for  some  days  past  a  groundless  rumour  has  prft* 
vailed  in  Charlestown  and  its  vicinity,  that  a  young  lady,  placed  in  the 
Catjiolic  convent  as  a  candidate  for  the  veil,  has  been  secreted  or  abducted 
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&r6agh  the  macfainations  of  the  controlling  agents  of  the  eBtabliehment, 
and  was  not  to  be  found  by  her  friends.  In  consequence  of  this  rumour, 
a  great  excitement  was  created  in  Charlestown,  and  open  threats  of  burning 
down  the  convent  were  uttered,  but  scarcely  credited  till  10  o'clock  onMon- 
day  night,  when  a  large  mob  collected  round  the  institution,  calling  out 
**  (iive  us  ihe  figure-head !"  meaning,  probably,  the  superior ;  and  commu- 
nicated to  the  inmates  their  design  to  carry  their  threats  into  execution, 
and  gave  them  a  certain  time  to  retire.  At  this  moment,  the  convent 
contained  twelve  nuns  and  fifty-seven  female  scholars,  some  of  whom 
were  of  a  very  tender  age.  One  of  the  latter  informed  us  that  at  the  first 
annunciation  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  nuns  swooned,  and  were  not  aroused 
to  a  sense  of  their  dangerous  situation  until  the  heralds  of  destniction 
returned  and  reiterated  their  mission,  with  threats  of  burning  the  nuns 
with  the  building. 

The  unfortunate  ladies  then  retired  to  the  garden,  carrying  with  them 
such  articles  of  value  as  were  within  reach.  In  order  to  accelerate  their 
flight,  ta^arrels  were  brought  near  to  the  walls  and  ignited;  and  as  soon 
as  the  building  was  deserted  the  assailants  entered  with  flaming  torches, 
and,  after  flying  through  the  apartments,  which  were  fitfully  illuminated 
by  the  transient  but  glaring  blaze  of  the  torches,  they  were  simultaneously 
applied  at  twenty  distinct  points  among  the  curtains  and  drapery  of  the 
rooms,  and  instantly  the  interior  of  the  institution  was  enveloped  in  one 
general  conflagration.  The  astounded  refugees  first  gathered  round  the 
tomb  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  but  were  soon  driven  from  this  sanc- 
tuary by  the  ruthless  avengers  of  an  imaginary  wrong,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  fly  to  the  adjoining  fields  and  neighbouring  houses  for  safety. 
A  large  number  found  a  retreat  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  at 
Winter  Hill.  The  mob  burst  open  the  tomb  and  ransacked  the  coffins, 
but  retired  without  oflering  any  other  outrage  to  the  ashes  of  the  dead. 
The  torches  were  applied  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  Boston  engines, 
responsive  to  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  immediately  repaired  to  the  spot,  but 
were  prevented  from  acting  against  the  fire  by  the  surrounding  multi- 
tude/nwhich,  we  are  informed,  were  not  less  than  four  thousand  in  num- 
ber. We  understand  that  Mr'.  Runey  attempted  to  read  the  Riot  Act,  but 
without  effect,  and  the  mobocrats  did  not  cease  from  their  exertions  till 
the  main  building,  together  with  the  chapel,  outhouses,  and  even  the  gar- 
dener's dwelling,  were  entirely  destroyed.  The  few  articles  that  the  nuns 
and  scholars  succeeded  in  conveying  to  the  garden  were  seized  upon  by 
the  destroyers,  and  thrown  back  into  the  flames,  and  nothing  was  rescued 
from  ruin  except  what  was; actually  attached  to  their  persons.  When 
the  nefarious  undertaking  was  thoroughly  accomplished,  fragments  of  fire 
and  combustibles  were  collected,  and  a  bonfire  lit  up  as  a  signal  of  tri- 
umph. A  majority  of  the  scholars  were  Protestants,  some  of  whom 
havejio  relatives  in  this  vicinity,  and  their  distressing  situation,  being 
stripped  of  everything,  is  indescribably  lamentable. 


THE  CHARLESTOWN  OUTRAGE. 

'  The  atrocious  riot  and  burning  at  Charlestown,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Boston  papers,  did  not  end  with  the  proceedings  of  the  mob  on  Monday 
night  and  Tuesday  morning.  The  following  is  from  the  Boston  Tnm- 
Bcriptof  Wednesday  evening  :^" 


.  ^.*  The  OtTT&AGfi  Rbnewed.-^A  mob  occupied  the  convent-gcoafidB 
fcoBn  eleven  o'clock  last  night  until  half-past  two  o'clock  this  morning. 
There  was  no  force,  civil  or  military,  to  oppose  their  violence,  and  they 
destroyed  a  great  number  of  valuable  fruit-trees,  tore  up  the  choicest 
vines  of  the  grapery,  pulled  down  the  fence,  and  made  a  bonfire,  and  no 
one  resisted  them !  The  Charlestown  light  Infantry  were  on  duty  at 
Mr.  Cutter's  house,  but,  having  been  specially  posted  there  to  guard  his 
property,  they  did  not  feel  authorised  to  leave  their  station  to  go  to  the 
protection  of  the  convent.  The  Charlestown  Phalanx  were  on  duty  at 
the  Catholic  church  in  that  town. 

"  There  does  seem  to  us,"  says  the  N.  Y*  Transcript^ "  to  have  been  a 
most  culpable  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  Charlestown 
from  the  very  beginning.  By  timely  preparations  to  guard  against  the 
violence,  which  was  loudly  threatened  beforehand,  the  disaster  might  have 
been  prevented.  But  nothing  was  done;  and,  even  when  the  buildings 
were  (m  fir«,  not.  a  magistrate  or  a  police-oflElcer  was  to  be  seen ;  and 
though  several  fire-companies  were  on  the  ground,  no  efforts  were  made 
to  extinguish  the  flames.  The  engineers  of  Charlestown^  it  is  said  by 
one  of  the  papers,  requested  the  firemen  of  Boston  (who  were  under 
their  control)  '  not  to  play  on  the  buildings !'  This  is  absolute  con- 
nivance, if  nothing  more,  to  look  on  and  see  the  buildings  burning,  and 
not  throw,  nor  permit  others  to  throw,  a  drop  of  water  to  extinguish  the 
flames.  Nay,  it  is  little  less  than  being  accessary  to  the  atrocities  of  the 
mob.  We  hope,  however,  the  firemen  may  clear  their  skirts,  and  the 
authorities  of  Charlestown  theirs. 

«  «  «  « 

*'  A  valuable  silver  chalice,  which  was  placed  in  its  tabernacle,  and 
deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  the  convent  tomb,  which  infamy  has  dese- 
crated, was  stolen  by  the  violators  of  the  grave." 

**  We  passed  the  ruins"  of  the  Ursuline  convent  this  morning.  They 
were  indeed  a  melancholy  and  mortifying  sight.  We  hung  our  head  in 
shame,  whilst  our  spirit  was  indignant.  We  felt  a  sense  of  degradation, 
whilst  we  could  have  leapt  into  burning  flames,  to  seize  upon  the 
atrocious  villains  who  brought  this  disgrace — stamped  (not  indelibly,  we 
thank  God !)  this  foul  blot — on  the  character  and  escutcheon  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  soul  sickens — the  heart  grows  faiiit^ — the  whole  man  is  un- 
manned, at  the  very  thought  of  the  abomination." 

From  the  Boston  Transcript, 

The  whole  party  were  disguised.  All  of  them,  so  far  as  we  can  learn, 
had  their  faces  painted — some  after  an  Indian  fashion,  and  others  in 
other  ways ;  and  a  part  of  the  number  employed  devices  and  disguises  of 
various  other  descriptions,  adapted  to  conceal  the  individuals  concerned 
in  the  outrage  from  recognition. 

The  nuns,  and  those  of  the  pupils  whose  relatives  do  not  reside  in  the 
neighbourhood,  are  now  quartered  with  the  Sisters  of  Charity  in  Hamil- 
ton-street. Mr.  Cutter,  we  understand,  gave  an  asylum  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  them  during  the  night.  We  are  told  this  afternoon,  by  one  of  the 
pupils,  that  the  only  one  of  their  number  who  saved  any  clothing  was  a 
little  girl  of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  who  had  packed  up  some  dreasea 
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m  9L  laiga  handkefchief  flome  time  before  ibe  aknn  was  given,  BUppoBin^ 
diere  might  be  trouble  sooner  or  later,  and  carried  them  away  in  sailety. 

From  the  Boston  Commercial  Gazette. 

So  great  was  the  excitement  among  the  Catholics  yesterday,  that 
Bishop  Fenwick  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  them  together  in  the  after* 
noon,  at  the  church  in  Franklin-street.  At  six  o'clock  several  hundred 
were  assembled,  when  the  bishop  came  in  and  addressed  them  for  about 
thirty  minutes  in  a  most  eloquent  and  judicious  manner.  He  deserves 
the  warmest  commendations  from  his  Protestant  fellow-citizens  for  the 
admirable  style  in  which  he  managed  this  business.  Previous  to  speaking 
the  bishop  read  a  part  of  the  5th  chapter  of  Matthew,  containing  the 
following  among  other  verses  :— 

•*  You  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  An  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth 
for  a  tooth.  But  I  say  to  you,  not  to  resist  evil :  but  if  one  strike  thee 
on  thy  right  cheek,  turn  to  him  also  the  other. 

'*  And  if  a  man  will  contend  with  thee  in  judgment,  and  take  away  thy 
coat,  let  go  thy  cloak  also  unto  him.  And  whosoever  will  force  thee  one 
mile,  go  with  him  the  other  two. 

*^  You  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour, and  hate  thy  enemy.  But  I  say  to  you,  love  your  enemies,  do 
good  to  them  that  hate  you;  and  pray  for  them  that  persecute  and 
calumniate  you." 

Bishop  Fenwick  then  proceeded  to  address  his  hearers,  embracing 
several  hundreds  of  both  sexes.  He  spoke  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Ursuline  convent  and  the  adjacent  buildings.  He  spoke  also  of  the  beauty 
and  utility  of  that  institution,  and  alluded  to  its  growing  populari^ 
among  the  intelligent  classes,  both  in  this  vicinity  and  ,'at  a  distance. 
Among  the  pupils  of  the  institution  were  some  from  Louisiana  and  the 
West  India  Islands.  After  denouncing  the  conduct  of  the  incendiaries 
in  appropriate  terms,  he  said,  *^  What  is  to  be  done  ?  Shall  we  say  to 
our  enemies,  you  have  destroyed  our  buildings,  and  we  will  destroy 
yours  ?  No,  my  brethren  ;  this  is  not  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ — 
this  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  [of  that  blessed  religion  we  all 
profess.  Turn  not  a  finger  in  your  own  defence,  and  there  are  those 
around  you  who  will  see  that  justice  is  done  you." 


From  ilie  Boston  Transcript^  Oct,  17. 

TRIAL  OF  THE  CONVENT  RIOTERS. 

At  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  held  yesterday  at  Cambridge,  the 
fbllowitig  persons  were  arraigned  on  an  indictment  for  destroying  the 
Ursuline  Convent,  and  severally  pleaded  Not  Guilty : — John  R.  Buzzell, 
Pirescott  P.  Pond,  Wm.  Mason,  Marvin  R.  Marcy  (aged  seventeen), 
Sargent  Blaisdell,  Isaac  Parker,  and  Albert  Kelly.  Five  other  persons^ 
included  in  the  same  indictment,  have  not  been  arrested,  viz. : — 
Nathaniel  Budd,  jun.,  Benj.  Wilbur,  Aaron  Hadly,  Ephraim  G.  Holwell, 
and  Thomas  Dillon.  The  Court  named  the  1st  day  of  December  next 
for  the  trials  to  commence.    The  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Austin,  on 
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rising  to  make  a  motion  for  a  continuance  until  the  April  term,  made 
the  following  remarks,  as  reported  in  the  Post : — 

"  It  is  known  to  me  that  there  is  an  important  witness,  who,  in  con- 
sequence of  indisposition,  has  never  been  examined  before  the  grand 
jury,  or  any  of  the  self-constituted  bodies  who  have  investigated  the 
matter.  Her  health  is  now  very  feeble,  and  I  have  no  belief  that  she 
inll  be  able  to  teatify  this  winter. 

^*  Another  reason  is,  all  the  parties  indicted  are  not  arrested,  some  of 
whom,  from  information  in  my  possession,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
will  unquestionably  be  arrested.  And  ^rther,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  say, 
that  intimations  have  been  given  to  me  that  a  change  may  take  place 
among  the  prisoners  themselves.  I  don't  know  what  change  may  take 
place  in  their  views,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  of  them  are 
able  to  give  testimony  of  a  very  serious  character.  Again — it  is  obvious 
that  this  great  crime  has  not  yet  been  fastened  on  the  parties  most  capable 
of  committing  it.  We  have,  it  is  true,  some  of  the  instruments,  and, 
perhaps,  one  or  two  of  the  instigators ;  but  the  most  matericU  parties  are 
not  now  before  the  Court ;  and  I  do,  on  this  account,  honestly  and  truly 
believe  that  the  trials  ought  not  to  take  place  until  another  meeting  of 
the  grand  jury. 

^*  There  is  still  another  reason — the  state  and  condition  of  the  public 
mind,  especially  if  these  trials  are  to  take  place  in  this  particular  loca- 
tion. It  must  be  recollected  that  this  crime,  which  continued'  for  the 
space  of  four  hours,  was  committed  in  the  presence  of  several  hundred 
persons,  without  any  effort,  on  the  part  of  tne  authorities,  to  check  it ; 
and  since  that  period,  although  few  htlve  had  the  hardihood  to  approve 
of  the  act,  yet  many  have  thoiJ^ht  that  it  was  a  good  thing — ^that  it  was 
a  case  in  which  evil  had  been  done,  that  good  might  come  out  of  it. 
Obstacles  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  obtaining  evidence  through 
this  feeling.  Notices  have  been  posted  up,  threatening  even  the  lives  of 
witnesses  who  might  disclose  anything.  I  have  received,'*  fx>ntinued 
Mr.  Austin,  **  numberless  anonymous  threatening  letters,  which  I 
instantly  committed  to  the  flames.  The  officers  who  arrested  the 
prisoners  have  been  burnt  in  effigy.  The  opinion,  too,  has  been 
expressed  that  Catholic  testimony,  upon^  which  the  government  must, 
in  some  degree,  rely,  is  not  worthy  of  belief.  The  detestable  spirit 
which  instigated  the  crime,  and  the  cowardly  spirit  which  prevented 
honest  and  worthy  men  from  interfering  to  prevent  it,  has  not  yet 
subsided ;  and  from  the  unwillingness  of  witnesses  which  I  have  expe-^ 
rienced  in  relation  to  this  case,  I  am  led  to  augur  unfavourably  of  the 
success  of  this  trial  at  the  present  term.  It  is  known  that  the  gaol  in 
which  the  prisoners  have  been  confined  has  been  surrounded  by  a  large 
mob,  and  that  the  sheriff  has  felt  it  necessary  to  keep  an  armed  force  in 
readiness  to  protect  the  gaol ;  and  this  Court,  if  the  triai  take  place  in 
the  present  state  of  public  feeling,  may  be  overawed  by  a  mob  of  the 
same  description.  I,  therefore,  also  move  your  Honours  that  the  trial, 
when  the  time  is  assigned,  take  place  in  a  more  distant  part  of  the 
county." 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

The  mummery  of  trying  the  Convent  rioters  still  proceeds  with  results 
similar  to  that  of  the  case  of  BuzzelU     It  is  uxmecessary  to  follow  up 
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the  evidence  in  the  variouB  cases,  as  it  has  very  little  influence  on  the 
verdict.  The  following  placards  were  exhibited  in  Court  a  few  days 
since,  as  specimens  of  those  freely  circulated  both  before  and  after  the 
demolition  of  the  convent.  The  last  is  a  sample  of  the  means  used  to 
operate  on  the  witnesses,  &c. : — 

*^  TO  THE  SELECT  MElf  OF  OHAllLBSTOWN. 

"  Gentlemen, — It  is  currently  reported  that  a  mysterious  affair  has 
lately  happened  at  the  Nunnery  in  Charlestown.  Now  it  is  your  duty, 
gentlemen,  to  have  this  afiair  investigated  immediately;  if  not,  the 
Truckmen  of  Boston  will  demolish  the  Nunnery  on  Thursday  night. 

"  Boston^  Aug.  9, 1834.*' 

*^  TO  THE  SELECT  MEN  OF  CHARLESTOWN. 

**  Gentlemen, — Unless  there  is  a  legal  investigation  of  the  Nun^evy 
affair  by  Thursday  night,  August  14,  it  will  be  demolished  by  the 
Truckmen  of  Boston.  Take  notice,  and  govern  yourselves  aco^d- 
ingly." 

*'  GO  A-HXAD  ! 

*^  To  arms !  To  arms !  Ye  brave  and  firee,  the  avenging  sword 
unshield !  Leave  not  one  stone  upon  another  of  that  cursed  Nunnery 
that  prostitutes  female  virtue  and  liberty  under  the  garb  of  holy  religion ! 
When  Buonaparte  opened  the  Nunnery  in  Europe  he  found  cords  of 
infant  skulls ! !" 

Printed — ^posted  up  on  the  old  Charlestown  bridge  :— 

''  All  persons  giving  informatJOn  in  any  shape,  or  testifying  in  Gouit 
against  any  one  concerned  in  the  late  affair  at  Charlestown,  may  expeet 
assassination,  according  to  the  oath  which  bound  the  party  to  eadi 
other." 

Fears  are  entertained  of  an  attack  upon  the  establishment  atRoxbury, 
now  occupied  by  the  Lady  Superior,  but  preparations  have  been  made 
to  give  the  cowardly  ruffians  a  warm  reception  in  case  of  an  attempt  to 
carry  their  threats  into  execution.  A  night-watch  has  been  instituted 
and  other  precautions  taken. 


niSGRACEFUL. 

The  Boston  Transcript  of  Tuesday  says — *'  The  friends  of  good 
order  will  feel  humiliated  at  the  knowledge  that  the  American  flitg  way 
floating  yesterday  over  the  [ruins  of  the  ^Ursuline  convent  at  Charle^r 
town." 
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A  FBW  CASES  OF  LYKCH-LAW  OUTRAGES. 

From  the  Lexington  (^KyJ)  Intelligencer, 

A  Mr.  Sharket,  cousin  of  the  chief  justice  of  our  State,  and  highly 
respectable,  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Madison  county,  because,  as  a 
magistmte,  he  had  caused  the  discharge  of  some  suspected  men  in  the 
custody  of  ft  guard  from  Madison.  The  next  night  the  same  guard, 
being  reinforced,  came  down  to  take  Sharkey.  He  prepared  himself  for 
them,  and  killed  one  leader,  wounded  another,  and  killed  and  wounded 
two  horses  of  the  assailing  party.  He  escaped  that  night,  and  next 
morning  gave  himself  up  to  a  party  of  his  friends,  who  carried  him  to 
Clinton.  I  was  in  the  room  where  he  fought  from,  and  the  casement  of 
the  window,  the  bed-clothes,  the  pillow,  chairs,  and  walls  of  the  room 
•were  literally  riddled.  A  charge  of  buck-shot  rent  the  pillow  upon 
which  the  head  of  his  child  was  placed.  His  wife,  before  the  attack 
commenced,  ran  into  another  room,  leaving  her  child  asleep  in  the  arms 
of  her  husband.  He  fought  like  a  hero  until  he  discharged  all  his  wea- 
pons, and  had  his  right  hand  cut  off  by  a  shot.  He  would  fire,  and  then 
throw  clothes  and  pillows  over  his  babe.  When  the  assailants  retreated, 
Ike  then  fled  himself.  The  Madison  folks  now  swear  they  will  have  him, 
and  the  people  of  Hinds  are  resolved  to  defend  him.  Should  an  attack 
be  made,  a  civil  war  must  ensue.  When  I  left  Hinds  the  citizens  were 
lunning  and  rallying  in  his  defence. 


From  the  Boston  Mercantile. 

THE  VICKSBURG  TRAGEDY. 

A  SORT  of  semi-official  account  of  the  bloody  affray  at  Vicksburg  is 
published,  which  appears  to  confirm  the  details  before  given,  though  its 
object  is  to  smoodi  tne  affair  over,  and  palliate  its  atrocities.  Vicksburg 
is  undoubtedly  the  modem  Sodom.  A  gentleman,  who  recently  visited 
it,  ^es  us  such  information  in  relation  to  the  character  of  its  citizens  as 
would  hardly  be  credited  without  the  shocking  example  before  us. 
While  he  was  there  two  men  were  murdered  in  the  night.  In  the 
morning  our  traveller  asked  the  Mayor  if  he  did  not  intend  to  adopt 
▼igorous  measures  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to  justice.  *'  No,*'  said  he ; 
**  it  will  not  do.  It  might  cost  me  my  own  life.  I  dare  not  move." 
Horrible  state  of  society !  The  annals  of  the  most  barbarous  ages  can 
scarcely  furnish  its  parallel.  What  is  our  country  coming  to  ?  Where 
sleeps  the  thunders  of  the  l^w  ?  What  palsy  has  smitten  the  arm  of 
justice  ?  And  what  protection  will  there  be,  ere  long,  for  the  preservation 
of  life  or  property,  if  these  outrages  continue. 
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INFAMOUS  AFFAIR. 

We  copy  the  following  accountof  a  murder  committed  on  an  unarmed 
prisoner  in  gaol  from  the  Advocate  of  Liberty^  Mississippi : — 

On  Tuesday  last  a  man,  by  the  name  of  Krenshaw,  who  had  broken 
gaol  in  Natchez,  and  who  wa»  strongly  su^ected  of  being  one  of  that 
horrid  plan  denominated  Murrelites,  was  arrested  at  Fort  Adams,  and 
there,  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,'was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the  gaol 
in  Woodville.  Before  commitment  had  been  executed,  Krenshaw,  it 
seems,  was  wrested  from  the  officer  into  whose  custody  he  had  been 
committed,  and  by  a  number  of  citizens  conveyed  to  the  suburbs  of  the 
village,  where  the  prisoner  would  soon  have  fell  a  victim  to  our  modem 
mode  of  punishing  MureUtes,  but  for  the  intervention  of  the  Circuit  Court 
then  in  session.  Krenshaw  was  "then,  by  the  Court,  ordered  under  a 
guard  to  the  Woodville  gftol.  Having  been  informed  that  Krenshaw 
had  visited  Woodville  m  the  express  purpose  of  talpng  the  life  of 
Dr.  Webb,  of  that  county,  who  was  an  important  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  State  against  ^Hunter  (another  supposed  Murrelite),  the  Doctor  on 
Wednesday  found  access  to  the  gaol,  and  shot  Krenshaw  through  the 
body,  the  ball  entering  the  left  breast,  and  making  its  lodgment  in  the 
region  of  the  back-bone.  The  last  accounts  state  that  Krenshaw  was 
still  alive^  but  his  recovery  was  thought  doubtful. 


From  the  Pennsylvaman, 

TBB  I«AW  IN  THS  FAR  WB8T, 

A  MAM  by  the  name  of  Patrick  O'Connor  committed  mmder  on  the 
25th  of  May,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dubuque^s  mines.  An  inquest 
was  held  over  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and  a  verdict  given  that  became 
to  his  death  by  O'Connor's  hands.  O'Connor  was  immediately  arrested 
by  the  miners,  and  on  the  next  day  after  the  commission  of  the  murder 
he  was  tried  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  who  unanimously  found  him  guilty, 
and  sentenced  him  to  be  hung  on  the  20th  day  of  June.  Prior  to  that 
day  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held,  a  Sheriff  appointed,  committees 
selected  to  superintend  the  execution  and  the  burial,  and  to  raise  funds 
for  the  purposes,  and  a  guard  was  chosen.  At  the  appointed  time  the 
prisoner  was  conducted  from  his  prison  to  the  place  oi  execution,  sur- 
rounded by  a  volunteer  guard.  He  was  placed  on  a  cart,  the  rope  made 
fast  to  the  gallows,  and,  the  cart  being  driven  away,  he  was  left  sus- 
pended. During  the  execution,  every  coffee-house  was  closed,  and  no 
ardent  spirits  was  sold  imtil  the  execution  was  over. 

All  this  was  done  without  the  authority  of  written  law,  and  yet  full 
and  ample  justice  was  done.  The  state  of  society  in  that  part  of  the 
west  is  almost  a  state  of  nature ;  but  there  are  none  who  will  not  justify 
the  course  of  the  people  at  Dubuque's  mines  in  bringing  a  murderer  to 
justice. 

From  the  Lommlle  JoumaL 

THE  JUSTICE  OF  JUDGE  LYNCH. 

A  FEW  days  ago  a  sum  of  money  was  stolen  near  Kosciusko,  Missis- 
sippi.   A  black  girl,  who  professed  to  know  all  about  the  circumstances, 
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charged  a  respectable  white  person  with  heing  the  thief*  Upon  her  tes- 
timony the  citizens  seized  him,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and  '^  lynched"  him 
with  extreme  severity.  During  the  operation,  a  man  named  Parker 
stood  looking  on,  and  exclaiming  "  Give  it  to  him !  He  has  the  money ^1 
He  is  the  thief,  and  will  soon  confess  it !  "  The  lynchers  found,  how-> 
ever,  after  nearly  killing  their  victim,  that  he  would  not  confess  any* 
thing,  and  he  was  at  length  released,  torn,  bleeding,  and  unal^  to  stand. 
A  few  hours  afterwards  suspicion  began  to  rest  upon  Parker  himself, 
who,  on  being  tied  to  the  same  tree,  roared  out  "  I  have  the  money !" 
The  whole  sum  was  found  in  his  possession,  and  that  of  the  wench  on 
whose  false  testimony  the  innocent  man  had  been  so  mutilated. 

This  occurrence  should  be  a  memorable  lesson  to  all  who  are  disposed 
to  take  the  vengeance  of  the  law  into  their  own  hands.  The  atrocious 
practice  of  **  lynching"  deserves  to  be  stamped  with  the  indignation  of 
men  and  the  wrath  of  God.  Every  actor  in  the  bloody  tragedy  at  Kos- 
ciusko shquld  at  once  be  driven  forth  an  exile  from  society  and  all  ita 
sympathies. 

^Prom  the  Alexandria  Gazette, 

There  has  lately  been  some  "  lynching  "  of  some  shopkeepers  on  the 
road  between  this  and  Manchester,  for  selling  whiskey  to  and  harbouring 
negroes.  Each  of  the  lynched  received  about  one  hundred  lashes.  One 
of  them  has  taken  refuge  here,  but  has  received  notice  to  quit  the  State. 
Many  of  our  citizens  are  opposed  to  this  practice,  and  are  resolved  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  They  have  determined,  therefore, 
to  resist  the  illegal  attempts  of  the  lynchers. 


LTMCB  IN  NEW  TORK. 

The  subjoined  notice  was  extensively  circulated  throughout  the  city 
of  New  York  on  Sunday  last,  for  the  infamous  purpose  of  causing  a 
riot  in  a  church! 

**  NOTice. 

"  Sunday  Morning^  Apiil  9. 

*'  The  people  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  free  and  independent :  Know  ye,  that  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
power  and  authority  vested,  I,  Judge  Ljmch,  will  hold  a  Court  of  In- 
quiry, this  (Sunday)  evening,  at  seven  o'clock,  at  the  Chatham-street 
Chapel,  for  the  trial  of  one  Jedediah  Burchard.  I  therefore  command 
you,  and  each  of  you,  my  trusty  and  worthy  officers,  be  and  appear  in 
your  proper  persons,  to  hiss  down  said  Burchard,  but  on  no  account  to 
injure  die  person  of  him,  or  the  person  of  one  Martin. 

**  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  9th  day  of  April,  1837, 

>^  "  JuncE  Lynch." 

The  Courier  and  Enquirer  says : 

^  Several  of  these  notices  were  sent  to  Justice  Lownds,  the  magistrate 
on  duty  at  the  Police  Office  for  the  day,  who  prompdy  acted  upon  them, 
and  ordered  9l  posse  of  officers  there,  and  to  his  promptness  and  decision, 
as  well  as  to  the  energy  of  the  officers,  is  to  be  attributed  the  gmeral 
quiet^which  prevailed  throughout 
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**  These  biQs  must  have  been  more  extensively  circulated  than  would 
appear  by  the  letter  to  the  Mayor,  for  at  a  very  early  hour  the  building 
was  crowded  from  floor  to  ceiling.  The  meeting  was  opened  in  the  usual 
manner,  by  Mr.  Martin.  On  the  rising  of  Mr.  Burchard,  stamping  and 
clapping  commenced,  but  that  did  not  deter  him,  as  he  went  on  in  his 
sermon  unabashed  and  unawed.  Throughout  his  sermon  noises  of  all 
kinds  were  heard,  both  within  and  without  the  building,  as  hundreds 
were  standing  outside  the  building  unable  to  gain  admittance.  Nothing 
more  serious  than  noises  of  all  kinds  occurred  through  the  evening,  and 
the  meeting  dispersed  without  having  carried  into  effect  any  of  the  laws 
of  the  omnipotent  judge.'* 

MORE  LYNCH  LAW. 

The  New  York  Daily  Advertiser  says :  "  We  understand  that  a  letter 
from  New  Orleans,  received  in  this  city,  mentions  that  another  instance 
of  punishment  under  the  sentence  of  a  Lynch  Court  had  been  inflicted 
in  that  city  upon  a  physician,  who  was  first  severely  flogged,  and  then  had 
one  of  his  ears  cut  off.  What  was  the  specific  offence  with  which  he 
was  charged  we  were  not  informed." 


THE  RiniCULOUS. 

A  Natchez  paper,  wishing  to  reprobate  the  murderous  affrays  which 
are  of  such  frequent  occurrence  in  Mississippi,  uses  the  subjoined  ener- 
getic language : — 

"  The  fact  is,  these  barbarous  affrays  have  become  entirely  too  fi'e- 
quent ;  and  if  Mississippi  considered  it  worth  while  to  acquire  or  keep 
a  character  abroad,  she  must  put  an  end  to  them  at  once.  That  these 
things  should  be  longer  allowed  in  a  civilized  community  is  perfectly 
ridiculous." 

Our  Mississippi  cotemporary  must  have  singular  notions  of  the  ridi* 
culous,  if  he  considers  that  word  strong  enough  to  apply  to  the  toleration 
of  such  murderous  practices  as  are  earned  on  with  impunity  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood; or  else  its  impdrtisvery  different  there  from  what  it  is  inSiis 
section  of  the  country.  If  public  opinion  in  Mississippi  will  not  warrant 
more  emphatic  language  than  this,  there  is,  we  fear,  but  little  probability 
that  the  system  of  individual  lynching  is  likely  to  be  soon  suppressed. 

The  extent  to  which  this  practice  obtains  in  Mississippi  may  be  ga- 
thered from  the  fact  that  it  is  asserted  in  a  Natchez  paper  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, that  within  a  few  days  no  less  than  eight  homicides  had  taken  place 
in  various  parts  of  the  State.  One  of  these  was  the  killing  of  a  yonng 
man,  in  Vicksburg,  by  his  own  &ther,  who  shot  him  tbroi^h  the  heart! 


ATROCIOUS  OUTRAGE  IN  THE  CIVILIZED  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  recent  revolting  and  atrocious  outrage 
at  Orville,  New  York,  are  from  the  Albany  Evening  Journal  of  Thurs- 
day last: — 

The  wife  of Tyler,  who  was  sent  about  a  year  since  to  the  State 

Prison,  was  left  residing  at  Orville.    It  was  rumouxed,  during  the  fall. 
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that  an  intimacy  existed  between  this  woman  and  a  Mr.  Young,  and 
although  no  evidence  of  it  existed,  and  none  of  the  decencies  of  Ufe 
were  known  to  be  violated,  a  village  excitement  was  raised  against  her. 
The  embers  were  finally  fanned  into  a  blaze,  and  having  possessed  them- 
selves of  a  bucket  of  tar  and  a  bag  of  feathers,  eight  men  proceeded  in 
a  sleigh,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  to  the  house  of  the  offender,  where 
they  confidently  expected  to  surprise  her  in  bed  with  her  paramour. 
Breaking  into  the  house,  they  found  the  woman  in  bed  with  her  children. 
After  searching  in  vain  for  Young,  they  seized  the  woman,  dragged  her, 
with  nothing  but  her  night-clothes,  into  the  street,  put  a  gag  in  her 
mouth,  threw  a  blanket  over  her  shoulders,  put  her  into  the  sleigh  and 
drove  off^,  leaving  three  little  children  alone,  without  fire  or  a  light, 
shrieking  with  terror ! 

The  monsters  drove  off  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  took  her  into 
a  field,  tore  off  her  night-clothes,  and,  with  the  instruments  of  torture 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  these  eight  unfeeling  wretches  perpetrated, 
upon  a  defenceless  and  unfortunate  female,  an  outrage  of  the  most  hor- 
rible character — violated  her  person ! 

After  literally  enveloping  the  miserable  woman  in  tar,  they  rolled  her 
in  the  blanket,  took  her  to  an  unoccupied,  unfrequented  barn,  where  they 
left  her,  entirely  helpless,  and  still  gagged,  to  perish  with  culd,  unless 
found,  as  she  was,  by  accident. 

The  cries  of  the  children,  in  the  morning,  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  neighbours,  and  upon  learning  what  had  occurred,  a  search  was  made 
for  the  woman.  Nothing,  however,  was  discovered  till  nearly  dark,  when 
a  quantity  of  tar  and  feathers  were  found  on  the  snow  in  the  field  where 
the  outrage  was  committed.  From  this  spot  the  villains  were  tracked  to 
the  barn,  where  George  Grinnell  found  the  poor  creature  alive,  but 
speechless  and  senseless !  She  was  taken  home,  and  a  physician  sent 
for,  who  discovered  that  her  jaw  had  been  dislocated !  Several  benevo- 
lent ladies  kindly  assisted  in  relieving  the  suffering  woman  from  her 
dreadful  condition,  and  after  several  weeks  her  health  was  restored.  A 
strong  feeling  of  indignation  ran  rapidly  thriiUgh  the  community.  The 
monsters  were  soon  identified,  and  prosecutions  commenced.  The  causes 
were  to  have  been  tried  during  the  present  month,  but  were  settled,  a 
short  time  since,  by  the  payment  of  1400  dollar?,  from  the  defendants, 
to  the  victim  of  their  barbarities. 


The  Louisiana  Adverliser  of  the  20th  ult.  says  : — 

"  We  have  been  informed  that  some  of  the  citizens  of  Vicksburghave 
succeeded  in  arresting  Mr.  Cabler  (who  had  left  that  city  after  having 
been  flogged,  tarred  and  feathered,  and  otherwise  ill-treated),  a  few  miles 
down  the  river.  Fearing  he  was  endeavouring  to  produce  a  reaction  in 
his  favour,  they  have  chained  him,  and  our  informant  states,  intended  to 
reconduct  him  to  Vicksburg,  and  there  to  burn  him  publicly !  We 
hope  for  the  honour  of  human  nature  our  information  is  incorrect." 

**  The  Pennsylvanian.*^ 

"  One  of  Murrel's  gang  was  hung  at  Clinton,  La.,  on  Tuesday  last, 
under  sentence  of  Judge  J^ynch.  He  had  500  dollars  of  counterfeit  notes 
upon  him."  2  l 
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Extract  from  a  U.  S.  Paper^ 

FANATICISM    AND    OUTRAGE. 

There  appears  to  be  no  limit  to  human  credulity,  even  among  tht 
people  of  a  country  like  this,  where  all  are  supposed  to  possess  a  certain 
degree  of  information  and  intelligence.  The  Rochester  Democrat  gives 
the  subjoining  heart-sickening  detail  of  fanaticism,  which  shows  that 
when  one  impudent  and  blasphemous  impostor  is  exposed  and  driven 
into  obscurity,  another  soon  arises  who  finds  no  lack  of  disciples : — 

It  appears  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  New 
York,  a  knave  by  the  name  of  Sweet  has  gathered  around  him  half  a 
score  of  silly  women,  who  believe  him  to  be  a  divine  being,  whose  com- 
mands they  are  implicitly  and  imhesitatingly  bound  to  obey,  under  the 
penalty  of  the  displeasure  of  Heaven.  His  household  consists  of  himself 
and  six  white  and  one  black  woman.  These  deluded  beings,  although 
most  of  them  are  well  educated  and  respectably  connected,  reverence  him 
as  their  '*  divine  I^ord,"  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  at  all  times  to 
yield  obedience  to  his  wishes.  That  they  are  obedient  has  been  repeat- 
edly demonstrated.  On  one  occasion  the  impostor  commanded  the 
wench  to  take  a  huge  carving  knife,  and  proceed  through  the  streets  and 
slay  whatever  might  impede  her  progress.  She  entered  upon  her  task, 
and  had  not  the  instrument  of  death  been  wrested  from  her  hand  by  the 
first  person  whom  she  attacked,  she  would  have  obeyed  the  command  to 
the  letter.  On  another  occasion,  he  commanded  three  of  the  white  women 
to  proceed  on  a  Sabbath-day  to  a  neighbouring  church  where  the  com- 
munion was  about'  to  be  administered,  to  upset  the  table,  scatter  the 
vessels,  and  drink  up  the  wine.  Accordingly,  at  the  proper  hour,  they 
entered  the  house,  singing  and  dancing  as  they  proceeded,  and  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them. 

These  outrages  incensed  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  was  secretly  de- 
termined by  a  few,  who  had  imbibed  an  attachment  to  the  code  of  Judge 
Lynch,  to  present  the  whole  household  with  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers. 
For  this  purpose  some  ten  or  twelve  young  men  blackened  their  faces, 
and  otherwise  disguised  themselves,  and  proceeded  at  a  late  hour  on 
Monday  or  Tuesday  night  of  last  week  to  Sweet's  hoxise,  which  they  en- 
tered, seized  several  of  the  inmates,  (among  whom  was  Sweet,)  covered 
their  bodies  with  tar,  and  then  feathered  them  with  the  contents  of  a  bed 
which  they  took  from  the  house  for  that  purpose. 


LYNCHING    UPON    A    LARGE    SCALE. 

There  exists  in  the  United  States  a  fanatical  but  harmless  sect  called 
Mormons,  who  are  at  present  under  the  government  of  a  person  named 
Smith,  whom  they  consider  a  prophet.  These  people  have  acquired  lands 
in  diflferent  parts  of  the  United  States,  which  lands  they  have  cultivated, 
and  having  done  so,  have  been  dispossessed  of  them  by  violence,  under 
the  plea  that  the  Mormons  were  a  superstitious  sect,  and  not  fit  to  live  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  civilized  community.  The  real  object,  however, 
of  their  assailants  was  to  possess  themselves  of  the  Mormons'  lands. 
Much  blood  was  shed  in  these  contests,  during  the  acting  of  which  the 
law  slept.  In  every  instance,  however,  they  succeeded  in  getting  their 
cultivated  lands  and  driving  them,  as  they  do  the  Indians,  farther  west, 
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there  to  cultivate  new  lands,  and  again  to  be  dispossessed  of  them  by  their 
lawless  and  rapacious  persecutors. 

The  following  observations  on  the  Mormons,  the  accounts  of  whose  wrongs 
1  have  been  obliged,  from  want  of  room,  to  condense  in  a  few  sen- 
tences, is  taken  from  the  Louisville  Journal : — 
"  What  is  the  crime  of  the  Mormons,  for  which,  even  in  their  sick- 
ness and  affliction,  they  are  hunted  like  bears  and  wolves  from  the  haunts 
of  civilized  men  ?     We  cannot  learn,  from  all  the  numerous  publi- 
cations in  regard  to  them,  that  the  slightest  imputation  rests  upon  them . 
as  members  of  society.     General  Atchison,  and  all  the  other  distin- 
guished men,  who  have  been  among  them  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of 
the  extraordinary  hostility  entertained  against  them  by  their  neighbours, 
represent  them  as  orderly,  quiet,  and  inoffensive,  anxious  only  to  render 
scrupulous  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  receive  the  protec- 
tion of  those  laws." 
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EARLY    WORKINGS   OF    THE    REPUBLICAN    SYSTEM WHISKEY    REBELLION 

OP     1190 — STATE     OF    THINGS     WHEN     JEFFERSON    RETURNED     FROM 
PRANCE. 

Extract  from  President  Washington's  Message  in  1794. 

**  During  the  session  of  the  year  1790,  it  was  expedient  to  exercise 
the  legislative  power  granted  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
*  to  lay  and  collect  excises.'  In  a  majority  of  the  States,  scarcely  an  ob- 
jection was  heard  to  this  mode  of  taxation.  In  some,  indeed,  alarms 
were  at  first  conceived,  until  they  were  banished  by  reason  and  patriot- 
ism. In  the  four  western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  a  prejudice,  fostered 
and  embittert'd  by  the  artifice  of  men  who  laboured  for  an  ascendancy 
over  the  will  of  others  by  the  guidance  of  their  passions,  produced  symp- 
toms of  riot  and  violence.  It  is  well  known  that  Congress  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  examine  the  complaints  which  were  presented  ;  and  to  relieve 
them,  as  far  as  justice  dictated,  or  general  convenience  would  permit. 
But  the  impression  which  this  moderation  made  on  the  discontented  did 
not  correspond  with  what  it  deserved.  The  arts  of  delusion  were  no 
longer  confined  to  the  eiforts  of  designing  individuals.  The  very  for- 
bearance to  press  prosecutions  was  misinterpreted  into  a  fear  of  urging 
the  execution  of  the  laws  ;  and  associations  of  men  began  to  denounce 
threats  against  the  officers  employed.     From  a  belief  that,  by  a  more 
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fonnal  concert,  their  operation  might  he  defeated,  certain  self-created  so- 
cieties assumed  the  tone  of  condemnation.  Hence,  while  the  greater  part 
of  Pennsylvania  itself  were  conforming  themselves  to  the  acts  of  excise,  a 
few  counties  were  resolved  to  frustrate  them.  It  was  now  perceived  that 
every  expectation  from  the  tenderness  which  had  been  hitherto  pursued 
was  unavailing ;  and  that  further  delay  could  only  create  an  opinion  of 
impotency  or  irresolution  in  the  government.  Legal  process  was  there- 
fore  delivered  to  the  Marshal  against  the  rioters  and  delinquent  distil- 
lers. 

"  No  sooner  was  he  understood  to  be  engaged  in  this  duty  than  the 
vengeance  of  armed  men  was  aimed  at  his  person,  and  the  person  and 
property  of  the  inspector  of  the  revenue.  They  fired  upon  the  Marshal, 
arrested  him,  and  detained  him  some  time  as  a  prisoner.  He  was 
obliged,  by  the  jeopardy  of  his  life,  to  renounce  the  service  of  other  pro- 
cesses on  the  west  side  of  Alleghany  Mountain,  and  a  deputation  was 
afterwards  sent  to  him  to  demand  a  surrender  of  that  which  he  had 
served.  A  numerous  body  repeatedly  attacked  the  house  of  the  inspector, 
seized  his  papers  of  office,  and  finally  destroyed  by  fire  his  buildings,  and 
whatever  they  contained.  Both  of  these  officers,  from  a  just  regard  to 
their  safety,  fled  to  the  seat  of  government,  it  being  avowed  that  the 
motives  of  such  outrages  were  to  compel  the  resignation  of  the  inspector 
— to  withstand  by  force  of  arms  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and 
thereby  to  extort  a  repeal  of  the  laws  of  excise,  and  an  alteration  in  the 
conduct  of  government. 

^*  Upon  the  testimony  of  these  facts,  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  notified  to  me,  *  that,  in  the  counties  of 
Washington  and  Alleghany  in  Pennsylvania,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  were  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  by  combi- 
nations too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial 
proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshal  of  that  district.*  On 
this  call,  momentous  in  the  extreme,  I  sought  and  weighed  what  might 
best  subdue  the  crisis.  On  the  one  hand,  the  judiciary  was  pronounced 
to  be  stripped  of  its  capacity  to  enforce  the  laws ;  crimes  which  reached 
the  very  existence  of  social  order  were  perpetrated  without  control ;  the 
friends  of  government  were  insulted,  abused,  and  overawed  into  silence  or 
an  apparent  acquiescence ;  and  to  yield  to  the  treasonable  fury  of  so  small  a 
portion  of  the  United  States  would  be  to  violate  the  fundamental  principle 
of  our  constitution,  which  enjoins  that  the  will  of  the  majority  shall  prevail. 
On  the  other,  to  array  citizen  against  citizen,  to  publish  the  dishonour  of 
such  excesses — ^to  encounter  the  expense  and  other  embarrassments  of  so 
distant  an  expedition — were  steps  too  delicate — too  closely  interwoven 
with  many  affecting  considerations  to  be  lightly  adopted.  I  postponed, 
therefore,  the  summoning  of  the  militia  immediately  into  the  field.  But 
I  required  them  to  be  held  in  readiness,  that  if  my  anxious  endeavours 
to  reclaim  the  deluded,  and  to  convince  the  malignant  of  their  danger, 
should  be  fruitless,  military  force  might  be  prepared  to  act,  before  the 
season  should  be  too  far  advanced. 

'*  My  proclamation  of  the  'Jth  of  August  last  was  accordingly  issued, 
and  accompanied  by  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  who  were  charged 
to  repair  to  the  scene  of  insurrection.  They  were  authorized  to  confer 
with  any  bodies  of  men  or  individuals.  They  were  instructed  to  be  candid 
and  explicit  in  stating  the  sensations  which  had  been  excited  in-  the  ex- 


(C 


APPENDIX  XI.  5J7 

ecutive,  and  his  earnest  wish  to  avoid  a  resort  to  coercion ;  to  represent, 
however,  that,  without  submission,  coercion  must  be  the  resort ;  but  to  in- 
vite them,  at  the  same  time,  to  return  to  the  demeanour  of  faithful  citizens, 
by  such  accommodation  as  lay  within  the  sphere  of  the  executive  power. 
Pardon  too  was  tendered  to  them  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  no  other  condition  than  a  satisfactory 
assurance  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 

**  Although  the  report  of  the  commissioners  marks  their  firmness  and 
abilities,  and  must  unite  all  virtuous  men,  by  showing  that  the  means  of 
conciliation  have  been  exhausted,  all  of  those  who  had  committed  or 
abetted  the  tumults  did  not  subiscribe  the  mild  form,  which  was  purposed 
as  the  atonement ;  and  the  indications  of  a  peaceable  temper  were  neither 
suflSciently  general  nor  conclusive  to  recommend  or  warrant  the  further 
suspension  or  march  of  the  militia. 

"  Thus  the  painful  alternative  could  not  be  discarded  :  I  ordered  the 
militia  to  march,  after  once  more  admonishing  the  insurgents  in  my 
proclamation  of  the  20th  September  last." 


Extract  from  the  Life  of  Jefferson, 

I  proceeded  to  New  York,"  said  Mr.  Jefferson,  "  in  March,  1790. 
Here,  certainly,  I  found  a  state  of  things  which,  of  all  I  had  ever  contem- 
plated, I  the  least  expected.  I  had  left  France  in  the  first  year  of  her 
revolution,  in  the  fervour  of  natural  rights  and  zeal  for  reformation. 

"  The  President  received  me  cordially,  and  my  colleagues,  and  the. circle 
of  principal  citizens  apparently  with  welcome  ;  the  courtesies  of  dinner 
parties  given  me  as  a  stranger,  newly  arrived  among  them,  placed  me  at 
once  in  their  familiar  society ;  but  I  cannot  describe  the  wonder  and 
mortification  with  which  the  table  conversation  filled  me.  Politics 
were  the  chief  topic  \  and  a  preference  of  a  kingly,  over  a  republican 
government,  was  evidently  the  favourite  sentiment.  An  apostate  I 
could  not  be,  nor  yet  a  hypocrite ;  and  I  found  myself,  for  the  most  part, 
the  only  advocate  on  the  republican  side  of  the  question,  unless  among 
the  guests  there  chanced  to  be  some  member  of  that  party  from"  the  legis- 
lative houses.  Hamilton's  financial  system  had  then  passed.  It  had  two 
objects  :  first,  as  a  puzzler,  to  exclude  popular  understanding  and  in- 
quiry ;  second,  as  a  machine  for  the  corruption  of  the  legislature  :  for  he 
avowed  the  opinion,  that  man  could  be  governed  by  one  of  two  motives 
only,  force  or  interest :  force,  he  observed,  in  this  country  was  out  of 
the  question,  and  the  interest,  therefore,  of  the  members  must  be  laid 
hold  of  to  keep  the  legislative  in  unison  with  the  executive.  And  with 
grief  and  shame  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  this  machine  was  not 
without  effect — that,  even  in  this  the  birth  of  our  government,  some 
members  were  found  sordid  enough  to  lend  their  duty  to  their  interest, 
and  to  look  after  personal  rather  than  public  good/' 


THE      END. 
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